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JAMAICA. 


(No.  214.)  No.  1. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Russell  to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  T. 

Metcalfe,  Bart.,  G.C.B. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  23rd  April,  1841. 

With   reference  to  your  Despatch,   No.  198,  of  the  28th  February,  ^^ 

enclosing  a  letter  from  Mr,  Whitmarsh,  the  gentleman  employed  by  the  Jamaica  i98,t>u2F?B^rt  w 
Silk  Company,  in  charge  of  the  establishment  recently  located  in  the  island,  I  now  latiye  to  the  Wert 
transmit  to  you  the  copy  of  a  report  from  Mr.  Burke,  of  Montserrat,  on  the  pro-  jJ[JJ2i!^pi^ 

gress  of  the  silk  culture  in  that  island.  *  ' ^ 

It  is  stated  in  that  report,  as  a  discovery  made  on  a  visit  to  Martinique,  that  the 
silk-worm  eggs  should  be  kept  at  a  degree  of  cold  approaching  to  freezing. 

In  communicating  a  copy  of  this  report  to  Mr.  Whitmarsh,  I  should  be  glad  if 
you  would  ascertain  whether  he  was  aware  of  this  fact,  and  in  what  manner  he  had 
preserved  the  eggs  which  he  brought  to  Jamaica  from  the  United  States. 

I  haye,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  RUSSELL. 

The  Right.  Hon.  Sir  C.  T.  Metcalfe,  Bart.,  G.C.B. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  1. 
Report  on  the  Silk  Culture  for  the  Quarter  ended  Slst  December,  1840. 

The  eggs  alluded  to  in  the  last  report  as  obtained  from  Guadaloupe,  continued  to  hatch  Enclosure  in  NaK 
daily  in  small  quantities,  and  at  first  appeared  healthy,  but  soon  showed  signs  of  weakness, 
and  few  eventually  came  to  maturity,  and  but  a  small  number  of  cocoons  were  spun. 
Similar  results  attended  the  Creole  eggs  of  this  island.  The  latter  end  of  October  I  visited 
Martinique  to  ascertain  the  result  of  the  use  of  an  ice-house  to  preserve  the  eggs.  Being 
favoured  with  a  letter  of  introduction  from  his  Honour  William  Shiell,  president,  adminis- 
tering the  government  of  this  island  to  His  Excellency  Governor  Duval  Daly,  who  intro- 
duced me  to  M.  Vecoul,  president  of  the  Agricultural  Society,  &c.,  who  takes  a  lively  interest 
in  the  siUc  culture,  and  at  his  house  I  met  M.  Bouissett  wlio  has  for  several  years  had  to 
contend  with  similar  difficulties  to  those  I  have  had  to  contend  with,  and  from  him  I  ascer- 
tained that  he  had  some  time  since  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  a  degree  of  cold  approaching 
to  freezine;  was  necessary  for  the  eg^  in  order  to  obtain  vigorous  worms. 

The  colonial  government  of  Martinique  granted  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  erect  an  ice- 
house on  a  large  scale  in  the  town  of  St.  Pierres  at  a  cost  of  about  1,000^.  sterling,  and  under 
the  supervision  of  M.  Bouissett  chambers  have  been  constructed  in  the  interior  of  the  building 
of  various  degrees  of  temperature  for  the  reception  of  the  silk  worm  eggs,  and  he  has  found 
that  the  eggs  wintered  for  three  months  commence  hatching  in  about  nine  days,  and  in  three 
days  all  are  come  forth  as  in  the  best  conducted  establishments  in  Europe ;  and  that  the 
worms  have  proved  uniformly  healthy  and  vigorous,  and  in  due  time  spinning  excellent 
cocoons  of  great  beauty,  size,  and  weight.  This  result  is  extremely  satisfactory,  as  it  removes 
at  once  all  that  has  hitherto  hindered  success,  and  there  is  now  every  reason  to  think  the  silk 
culture  will  prove  a  source  of  wealth  to  these  colonies,  as  this  has  been  the  invariable  result 
in  every  country  in  which  it  has  hitherto  been  established.  The  fact  that  a  degree  of  cold 
nearly  approaching  to  the  freezing  point  is  essential  to  the  egg  in  order  to  the  production  of  a 
vigorous  worm  does  not  appear  to  be  known  to  the  silk  culturists  of  Europe.  It  is  very 
gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  state  that  I  found  the  utmost  willingness  to  impart  information 
to  me  in  Martinique  as  I  also  did  on  similar  occasions  in  Guadaloupe,  and  I  have  just  heard 
from  M.  Bouissett's  informing  me  that  on  accomplishing  my  proposed  visit  in  the  latter  end 
of  this  month  he  will  be  prepared  to  supply  me  gratiutously  with  an  assortment  of  eggs  suffi- 
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JAMAICA.        they  had  been  there  for  a  short  time  only,  and  were  in  several  respects  under  unfavourable 
"-^  circumstances,  yet  afforded  very  gratifying  results.     Should  no  unforeseen  hinderance  occur, 

it  is  expected  that  eight  crops  of  cocoons  will  be  obtained  here  this  year.    The  mulberries 
are  healthy  and  full  of  leaf. 

1st  January,  1841.  (Signed)  T.  Burke. 


(No.  230.)  Na  2. 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon,  Sir  C.  T.  Metcalfe,  Bart., 
G.C.B.,  to  Lord  John  Russell,  dated  King's  House,  12th  July,  1841. 

No.  2.  2.  I  HAVE  great  pleasure  in  informing  your  Lordship  that  the  late  appoint- 

ments of  Chairmen  of  Quarter  Sessions  aad  Chief  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  ComnoKMi 
Pleas,  promise  fully  to  accomplish  the  views  with  which  you  have  made  them.  The 
gentlemefl  selected  have  hitherto  given  entire  satis&ction  in  the  discharge  of  their 
important  duties,  and  have  been  received  with  perfeet  cordiality  and  respect  by  the 
judges  and  magistrates  iu  whose  courts  they  are  appointed  to  preside,  and  by  the 
former  presidents  whom  they  have  superseded,  and  who  continue  cheerfuUv  to 
afford  their  assistance  on  the  Bench.  All  parties  appear  to  be  sensible  of  the 
advantage  of  having  gentlemen  of  legal  knowledge  iu  the  superintendence  and 
guidance  of  those  courts. 

3.  I  am  happy  also  to  state  that  the  higher  courts  under  the  Chief  Justice  and  the 
two  legal  assistant  Judges  have  commenced  their  proceedings  with  the  good  effect 
which  was  to  be  expected  ;  and  I  believe  that  I  may  safely  congratulate  your  Lord- 
ship on  the  success  of  the  judicial  reforms  which  it  was  your  earnest  desire  to  effect, 
and  in  which  the  legislature  of  Jamaica  met  your  wishes  with  corresponding  dispo- 
sition, and  a  readiness  and  liberality  which  have  merited  and  obtained  your  Lord- 
ship's applause. 


(No.  247.)  No.  a 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Russell  to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  T. 

Metcalfe,  Bart.,  G.C.B. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  19th  August,  1841. 

No.  3.  I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch,  No.  230,  of  the  12th  July,  reportmg  that 

the  appointments  which  have  been  made  from  this  country  of  Chairmen  of  Quartet 
Sessions  and  Chief  Judges  of  Courts  of  Common  Pleas^  in  Jamaica,  promisd  fully 
to  aeeovuplish  the  views  with  which  they  have  been  made, — ^that  the  gentlemea 
selected  had  hitherto  given  entire  satisfaction  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and 
that  the  higher  courts  under  the  Chief  Justice  and  the  two  legal  assistant  Judges 
had  commenced  their  proceedings  with  good  eflfect. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  offering  you  my  congratulations  on  the  success  o£  these 
judicial  reforms,  which  were  so  much  required. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  RUS&BLL. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  T.  Metcalfe,  Bart.,  G.CJB. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  281.)  No.  4. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  T.  Metcalfe,  Bart.,  GX.R, 

to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord>  King's  House,  13th  July,  ISU. 

Na  4.  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  tbe^  quarterly  Hst  of  stipendiary  nMig«strate8> 

required  by  a  ctreular  letter  recently  received. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  C.  T.  METC ALFK 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Jolm  Russell, 
&e.  &ek  &e. 
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EncloBure  in  No.  4. 
A  List  of  Stipbndiakt  Magistrates  serving  in  the  Island  of  Jamaica  for  the  Quarter 

ending  the  80th  of  June>  1841. 


Name. 
Abbott,  Thomas  • 
BeU,  William  A. 
Bourne^  Stephen  . 
Brown,  Peter  • 
Cocking,  Ralph  . 
Daly,  Richeu*d     . 
Daughtrey,  John. 
DUlon,  T.  A. 
Ewart,  David .      . 
Emery  R.       .      . 
Finlayson,  Walter 
Fishbourne,  E.  E. 
Fyffc,  Alexander  G. 
Grant,  J.  W.  .      . 
Gurley,  John. 
Harris,  James 
Hewitt,  William  . 
Hill,  Richard      . 
Jackson,  Thomas  W. 
Kelly,  Daniel 
Kent,  H. .      .      . 
Lambert,  R.  S.    . 
Lyon,  Edward  B. 
Laidlaw,  H.  . 
Mahon,  B. 
Moresby,  Henry  . 
Marlton,W.F.   . 
O'Reilly,  Philip  . 
Pringle,  Hall.      . 
Pryce,  Samuel     . 
Ramsay,  William 
Ricketts,  S.  R.     . 
Walsh,  H.     .     . 
Willis,  George     . 
Woolfrys,  John    . 


Date  of  Appointmtoitt. 
26  February,  1838. 

4  November,  1834. 

26  December,  1834. 
August,  1837. 
March,  1834. 
October,  1884. 

7  May,  1835. 

27  February,  1835. 
10  November,  1836. 

6  July,  1837. 
27  August,  1834. 

3  August,  1835  (on  leave). 
3  August,  1835. 

26  November,  1836. 

5  January,  1835. 
30  July,  1835. 

16  February,  1835. 
1  April,  1836. 

5  November,  1837. 

24  November,  1835. 

17  November,  1834. 

5  May,  1835. 
23  May,  1835. 

7  May,  1835. 

9  November,  1837. 
29  April,  1835. 

9  February,  1835. 
13  March,  1837. 

27  June,  1836. 

20  November,  1834. 

28  February,  1834. 

6  September,  1836. 

25  February,  1835. 

1  September,  1835. 
27  September,  1835. 


JAMMOA 


Enclosure  in  No*  4. 


(No.  237.)  .  No.  5. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  T.  Metcalfe,  Bart., 

G.C.B.,  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  King's  House,  11th  August,  1841. 

With  reference  to  your  Lordship's;  Despatch  No.  214,  of  the  23rd  April, 
I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  manager  of  the 
Jamaica  Silk  Company. 

I  have    &c 

(Signed)  C.  T.  METCALFE. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  5. 
Jaly  27,  1841. 


Enclosure  in  No.  5. 


Sir, 


Metcalfe  ViUe,  27th  July,  1841. 

The  copy  of  the  communication  of  Mr.  Burke  of  Montserrat  was  duly  received. 

I  have  long  been  aware  of  the  necessity  of  wintering  silk  worm  eggs.  And  in  cases  where 
we  have  been  desirous  of  reproducing  from  the  eggs  of  the  same  season  in  the  United  States, 
we  have  placed  them  on  the  ice.  Our  eggs  are  now  at  the  ice  house  in  Kingston,  from 
whence  we  shall  withdraw  them  as  we  need  them.  You  will  please  convey  to  his  Excellency 
my  thanks  for  his  kindness  and  attention.  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  afford  any  desired  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  of  silk  growing,  and  to  receive  any  notice  of  information  from  Montserrat 
or  elsewhere  connected  with  the  subject,  as  it  is  one  of  importance  to  Jamaica.  I  am  happy 
to  be  able  to  say  that  experience  has  more  than  confirmed  my  anticipation  of  entire  success  in 
raising  silk  for  export  from  Jamaica.  Our  company  is  progressing  steadily,  and  in  due  time 
(a  few  months)  will  export  the  first  silk,  to  be  followed  by  a  crop  per  month,  as  the  trees 
increase  in  strength. 

Respectfully, 

(Signed)  Samuel  Whitmarsh, 

To  Captain  Higginson,  Manager  Jamaica  Silk  Company. 

&c.       &c.       &c. 


Endotore  in  No.  5. 
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JAMAICA.       (No.  234.)  No.  6. 

Na  6.  Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Sir.  C.  T.  Metcalfe,  Bart., 

G.C.B.,  to  Lord  John  Russell,  dated  King's  House,  2nd  August,  1841. 

Forl^  JohnRm-  WiTH  reference  to  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  26th  April,  No.  217^ 

April.  1^217^^  ^  ^^^7^  ^^^  honour  to  submit  some  explanatory  remarks  on  the  Acts  of  the  Jamaica 

Papers  relatwe  to     Legislature  therein  noticed. 

iMiTSrt  11**^'  .  ^^^^  ^^*  relating  to  miasters  and  servants.  My  former  silence  respecting 
.Jamaica,  page  238.  *^s  Act  must  have  been  owing  to  its  being  a  revival  of  a  law  which  bad  previously 
been  confirmed  by  the  Crown.  It  was  supposed  to  be  an  improvement  on  the 
expired  Uw,  and  a  necessary  measure.  It  was  framed  in  nearly  the  same  words 
No.  3402.  as  the  English  Act  4th  Geo.  IV.,  cap.  34,  sec,  3.  The  supposed  improvements  on 
the  former  Act  are  that  by  the  present,  the  contract  to  serve  must  be  in  writing,  or 
must  have  been  entered  into  before  a,  credible  witness.  By  the  old  Act  any  pro(^ 
of  contract  was  admissible.  Further,  that  by  the  present  Act  two  justices  must 
adjudicate  on  the  complaint  By  tlie  former,  one  justice. was  suflScient.  There 
are  other  laws  which  render  a  master  liable  to  punishment  for  ill  using  a  servant  . 
In  the  present  a  power  is  given  to  the  justices  to  award  wages  due,  and  to  cancel 
the  contract  The  right  o{  appeal  to  the  Chairman  of  Quarter  Sessions  is  un-  , . 
•doubted,  and  has  been  resorted  to  and  admitted.  This  Act  as  it  originally  passed 
the  Assembly,  was  a  transcript  of  the  expiied  law  of  the  island,  5th  Will.  IV. 
-C4ip.  2,  comprising  clauses  giving  power  to  the  justices  to  dissolve  the  articles  of 
apprenticeship,  if  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case  they  thought  proper  so  to 
do,  and  also  investing  them  with  authority  to  compel  the  payment  of  arrears  of 
wages,  or  of  any  allowance  they  might  consider  due  to  the  servant,  by  distress  and 
sale  of  the  gopds  and  chattels  of  the  master.  But  as  the  justices  are  vested  with 
precisely  similar  powers  under  the  55  Geo.  III.,  cap.  19,  the  council  returned  the 
Bill  to  the  assembly  amended  by  striking  out  those  clauses,  conceiving  tJiem  to  be 
superfluous.  It  is  probable  that  both  branches  of  the  legislature  were  of  opinion 
that  as  the  social  system  of  the  island  was  gradually  assuming  a  new  position  it 
was  inexpedient  to  pass  any  permanent  enactment  without  further  experience  ;  and 
it  may  be  expected  that  in  the  approaching  session  a  law  will  be  framed  more 
defined  in  its  provisions,  and  free  from  the  objections  to  which  the  present  Act  is 
open. 
No.  3389.  3.  The  election  law  was  framed  I  am  informed,  as  nearly  as  circumstances  / 

would  admit,  on  the  model  of  the  Reform  Bill,  and  the  necessity  of  som«  such,  law 
in  the  present  state  of  society  is  said  to  be  strongly  felt  throughout  the  island. . 
No."3394.  ^*  ^^^  ^^"*  prescribed,  and  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  12th  clause  of  the  , 

' ' —  Act  for  regulating  the  apprenticeship  of  minors  upon  appeals  to  the   Quarter 

Sessions,  are  a  transcript  of  a  British  statute  on  the  same  subject,  and  the  same 
restrictions  and  forms  are  to  be  found  in  other  British  Acts,  giving  aright  of  appeal    . 
to  the  Quarter  Sessicms.     As  either  party  may  exercise  this  right  it  is  apprehended 
that  where  the  master  is  the  appellant,  injustice  may  arise  unless  some  order  of 
proceeding  be  prescribed,  and  some  limitation  fixed  to  the  period  within  which  the   . 
appeal  may  be  prosecuted.     But  if  the  apprehension  of  injustice  to  the  other  party   , 
from  this  clause  predominate,  it  will  most  probably  be  repealed  ;  for  I  fully  believe    • 
that  the  Jamaica  legislature  sincerely  mean  to  dispense  evenhanded  justice  to  all,  . 
and  to  affi>rd  protection  to  the  poor  and  ignorant.  , 

No.  3398.  5.  The  Militia  Law.-— The  repeal  by  this  Act  of  the  7th  Wm.  IV.  cap.  37^ 

which  had  been  disallowed,  must  have  been  an  oversight,  the  validity  of  a  dis-  .; 
allowance  l^  the  Crown  being  unquestioned.  The  90th,  92nd,  and  93rd  clauses  . 
are  dmilar  to  those  of  all  former  Acts  having  the  same  object,  and  it  does  not  , 
appear  that  objections  existed  to  them^)n  previous  occasions.  It  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  the  members  of  the  Assembly  will  voluntarily  relinquish  the  long  j 
established  right  to  be  of  councils  of  wai*.  Their  power  is  much  qualified  by  the  . ., 
,  authority  vested  in  the  governor,  who  alone  can  summon  a  council  of  war,  acting  j 

by  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  when  martial  law  is  proclaimed,  alone 
directs  all  the  details,  and  is  i*esponsible  for  its  operation.    The  representatives  of  , 
the  people  conceive  that  they  are  entitled  to  a  voice  in  a  measure  which  entails 
upon  their  constituents  great  expenses,  the  suspension  of  all  public  business,  and 
very  irksome  duties.     It  is  not  admitted  here  that  the  share  .occupied  by  members 
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as  in  other  constitutioosy  by  the  confidence  of  such  a  body,  and  who  are  thence       JAMAICA, 
enabled  successfully  to  appeal  to  it  whenever  the  emergency  of  the  moment  may  ~^ 

have  called  upon  the  Government  to  act  with  more  than  ordinary  energy.  Here 
the  executive  authority  acts  on  his  own  responsibility.  It  might  be  extremely 
detrimental  to  the  public  service^  were  the  grouuds  on  which  he  acted  made  known 
at  the  moment,  and  when  he  afterwards  applied  to  the  representative  body,  he 
might  apply  to  a  body  of  men  ignorant  ot  the  purpose  which  had  called  for 
measures  of  unwonted  energy,  and  irritated  at  the  result,  and  his  proceedings 
might  be  canvassed  with  a  freedom  which,  although  consistent  with  the  inde* 
pendent  character  of  a  representative  Assembly  might  be  derogatory  to  his  dignity, 
and  inconsistent  with  any  future  assumption  of  the  same  responsibility.  Councils 
of  war  are  convened  for  the  purpose  oi  advising  the  proclamation  of  martial  law, 
and  thereby  entailing  a  very  heavy  expense  on  the  country,  as  well  as  suspending 
during  its  operation  the  functions  of  ordinary  legislation.  Hence  it  is  argued  not 
to  be  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  constitution  that  the  representatives  of  the 
people  who  are  to  pay  should  have  a  voice  in  sanctioning  the  expenditure.  As 
the  law  now  stands,  the  executive  decides  upon  the  propriety  of  convening  the 
council  of  war,  but  the  responsibility  of  incurring  the  expense  of  martial  law  is 
shared  with  the  other  branches  of  the  Legislature,  so  that  on  the  one  hand  tlie 
colony  is  protected  from  the  incurring  of  a  heavy  expenditure  through  the  caprice 
or  timidi^  of  a  governor,  and  on  the  other  the  executive,  being  sole  arbiter  of  the 
propriety  of  entertaining  the  measure,  is,  when  it  is  adopted,  fortified  by  the  con- 
currence of  the  majority  of  those  most  implicated  in  the  results.  Hence,  any 
sudden  emergency  is  provided  for  without  any  individual  responsibility  being 
incurred,  without  any  violent  inroad  upon  the  law,  and  without  any  consequent 
necessity  of  resorting  to  the  Legislature  for  retrospective  indemnity.  The  necessity 
of  the  concurrence  of  the  members  of  the  Assembly  may  operate  as  a  wholesome 
check,  for  they  are  not  likely  wantonly  to  advocate  a  measure  which  places 
absolute  power  in  the  hands  of  the  executive.  An  enactment  regarding  martial 
law  may  not  be  in  place  in  a  Bill  regulating  the  militia,  and  might  be  fully  as  well 
provided  for  by  a  distinct  law,  but  it  has  hitherto  been  always  embodied  in  the 
militia  law,  and  has  been  confirmed  by  the  Crown  in  that  shape.  The  point  is  now 
merely  theoretical,  and  not  likely  to  be  of  any  practical  importance  ;  but  I  appre- 
hend that  the  agitation  of  it  would  produce  a  difi*erence  with  the  House  of 
Assembly. 

6.  Your  Lordship's  remark  on  the  Act  in  amendment  of  the  Criminal  Law  was        no.  3404. 
cm  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  communicated  to  the  Attorney-general.     The  ^ 
amendments  in  the  Criminal  Code  have  been  introduced  in  conformity  with  similar 
amendments  in  the  mother  country,  and  it  is  understood  that  they  meet  with  the 
approbation  of  the  judges,  and  of  the  chairmen  of  Quarter  Sessions,  to  whom  any 

detect  in  those  laws  VFould  first  become  perceptible. 

7.  Public 'Hospital  and  Lunatic  Asylum. — ^The  former  Acts  regulating  those        ^^'  ^^^^' 
institutions  placea  the  management  and  control  in  the  hands  of  certain  members  of 

the  Assembly,  and  the  churchwardens  of  certain  parishes.  The  powers  vested  in 
these  Commissioners  were  unlimited,  and  their  management  uncertain  and  unsatis- 
&ctory.  As  those  institutions  are  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  whole  island, 
and  are  open  to  patients  from  any  part  of  it,  the  Assembly  thought  it  right  to  take 
the  management  into  the  hands  of  a  committee  of  their  own  body.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  persuade  the  Assembly  that  they  are  usurping  powers  which  ought  to 
be  exercised  by  the  executive  authority.  It  would  be  a  novelty,  as  the  local  con- 
stitution has  long  stood,  to  transfer  those  powers  to  the  Government,  and  the 
exercise  of  them  by  the  executive  would  tend  to  bring  that  authority  more  fue- 

auently  into  collision  with  the  representatives  of  the  people.  The  power  given  to 
le  Commissioners  of  sending  destitute  persons  off  the  Island  was  in  order  to 
exempt  such  destitute  persons  from  the  delay  and  expense  which  other  Acts  of  the 
Island  impose  on  all  persons  quitting  it,  namely,  compelling  them  to  go  through 
certain  forms,  and  to  obtain  a  ticket  of  permission  from  the  Governor,  without 
which  masters  of  vessels  are  prohibited  from  taking  them.  Destitute  persons  are 
by  this  Act  exempt  from  these  forms,  and  their  return  to  their  own  coimtiy 
fiicilitated.  It  may  be  confidently  assumed  that,  as  it  was  never  intended,  so  it  wiU 
never  happen  that  any  persons  will  be  sent  off  the  Island  under  this  Act  without 
their  own  consent.  They  could  always  prevent  it  by  the  operation  of  other  laws. 
With  regard  to  the  power  vested  in  the  Committee  to  confiscate  the  property  of 
persons  dying  intestate  in  the  hospital,  and  to  whose  estates  no  administration  may 
be  taken  out,  there  is  no  prohibition  to  their  estates  being  administered  by  relatives 
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JAM:aica.  or  friends,  and  it  seems  to  be  only  in  the  absence  of  an  administration  that  the  law 
declares  what  is  to  be  done  with  the  property.  With  respect  to  Innatics,  the  Uur 
authorises  in  the  absence  of  relatives  or  friends,  two  justices  to  direct  the  church^ 
warden  of  the  parish,  to  which  an  insane  person  belongs,  to  dispose  of  so  maeb  of 
his  property,  or  to  receive  from  annual  rents  belonging  to  him,  so  much  as  shall  be 
only  sufficient  for  his  maintenance^  removal,  and  clothing,  accounting  for  the  sanoe 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  justices  and  vestry  of  such  parish.  The  right  of  firiemb 
and  relatives  to  take  charge  of  insane  persons  is  undoubted,  and  clearly  allowed  by 
the  law.  By  the  Act  repealed,  which  has  been  on  the  statute  book  since  1776«  tkt 
members  of  Assembly  of  Kingston,  Port  Royal,  and  St.  Catherine^  with  the 
churchwardens  of  these  parishes,  were  appointed  Commissioners,  with  power  to 
establish  rules,  inflict  punishments,  and  incidentally  appoint  officers.  Wi^  thb 
Act  before  them,  objectionable  on  account  of  the  very  general  terms  in  which  it 
was  couched,  the  Legislature  deemed  it  advisable  to  remove  the  jurisdiction  exer- 
cised by  a  few  members  of  Assembly,  responsible  to  no  one  for  the  exercise  of  that 
jurisdiction,  to  the  Commissioners  of  Accounts ;  and  also  in  so  doing  to  define  wiA 

1)recision  the  duties  devolved  on,  and  the  powers  vested  in,  that  body.    The  new 
aw,  therefore,  transfers  the  authority  vested  in  a  few  of  the  members   of  tlie 
Assembly  nominally  to  the  whole  body  in  their  capacity  of  Commissioners  of 
Accounts,  but  really  to  a  Committee  composed  of  such  members  as  ordinarily  reade, 
or  may  occasionally  be  on  business,  in  Spanish  Town,  Kingston,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring parishes ;  and  is  not  considered  as  extending  to  new  cases,  the  system  by 
which  the  Assembly  are  considered  to  have  already  acquired  a  large  share  of  tiie 
proper  duties  of  the  executive  Government.     The  Committee  appointed  under  the 
new  law  are,  under  the  18th  clause,  authorized  to  draw  10,000/.  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Act,  and  by  the  same  clause  they  are  called  on  to  lay  their  accounts  every  three 
months  before  the  Commissioners  of  Accounts.    This  body  has  always  for  a  series 
of  years  exercised  the  right  of  auditing  the  public  accounts,  and  in  the  absence  of 
any  functionary  in  the  colony  corresponding  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  or  publie 
auditors  forming  a  component  part  of  the  ministry  responsible  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  it  is  supposed  that  no  men  can  be  better  or  more  constitutionally  fitted 
for  examining  into  the  due  and  faithful  expenditure  of  the  public  money  than  titose 
to  whom  the  people  have  entrusted  the  power  of  raising  it.    For  a  wary  and  vijgflant 
exercise  of  this  duty  they  are  responsible  to  the  people  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
House  of  Commons  are  responsible  to  their  constituents.     Another  portion  of  the 
law  is  objected  to  as  asserting  the  principle  that  the  employers  of  labourers  are 
responsible  for  the  expense  of  their  medical  treatment  in  the  hospttal,  and  it  is  con- 
tended that  if  this  principle  be  recognized  the  independent  rights  of  the  labouier 
are  impaired.     It  is  assumed  that  these  objections  apply  to  the  9th  and  10th  danse^ 
and  it  is  urged  in  reply,  that  although  by  the  first  of  these  clauses  the  labourer 
cannot  be  admitted  into  the  hospital  until  his  employer  shall  have  given  security  for 
the  payment  of  the  hospital  dues,  still  this  does  not  necessarily  cast  the  liability 
upon  such  employer.    The  words  of  the  enactment  are  more  comprehensive  tjum 
would  seem  from  the  objections  stated,  for  they  embrace  seamen  and  all  hired 
servants  whatsoever,  and  the  enactment  is  intended  as  a  protection  to  those  classes, 
and  not  as  any  impediment  to  the  perfect  enjoyment  of  their  liberty.     Such  an  idea 
did  not,  I  believe,  enter  the  mind  of  the  Legislature  at  the  time  of  passing  the 
enactment.     The  clauses  in  question  were  introduced  to  prevent  the  inundation  of 
the  public  hospital  with  sick  from  all  quarters,  and  the  lavishing  of  the  funds.   The 
utility  of  the  institution  nmst  obviously  be  diminished  without  some  check.    The 
proviso  at  the  end  of  the  9th  clause  allows  the  admission  of  persons  out  of  employ, 
and  the  evil  anticipated  from  this  clause  is  not,  I  conceive,  likely  to  occur.     The 
powers  of  examining  witnesses  on  oath,  and  of  inflicting  summary  punishment  are 
vested  in  the  managing  Committee  or  any  justice  of  the  peace,  and  it  will  most 
probably  be  found  in  practice,  that  should  the  members  of  the  managing  Committee 
not  be  in  the  commission  of  the  peace,  neither  power  would  be  exercised  without 
the  intervention  of  a  justice.     It  is  not  supposed  that  any  clause  but  the  7th  gives 
to  the  dispenser,  matron,  or  purveyor,  the  power  of  inflicting  summary  punishment, 
and  the  onlv  Dower  vested  in  those  functionaries  bv  that  clause  is  that  of  im- 
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fiic<itiea  to  the  me  of  the  public  of  the  property  of  an  intestate,  upon  whose  JAMAICA. ' 
estate  aio  adummtration  h&s  ijeen  taken  out,  and  authorizing  justices  summarily  to 
(jiapoBe.  of  property  beloiiging  to  lunatics  are  not  likely  practically  to  be  of  any 
importance,  as  the  poor  and  destitute  are  the  parties  most  likely  to  be  the  inmates 
of  those  institutions.  There  probably  would  be  no  difficulty  in  removing  these 
clauses,  if  it  were  deemed  essential  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  on  the  subject. 

11.  In  the  Acts  to  which  your  Lordship  has  objected  on  acc<>unt  of  their 
granting  powers  to  Committees  of  the  House  of  Assembly^  which  ought  to  be 
exercis^  by  the  executi¥e  authority,  there  is  bo  instance  of  recent  encroachment 
on  the  prerogative  of  the  Grown.  In  the  Militia  Bill  the  share  in  councils  of  war, 
Tested  in  miunbers  of  the  Assembly,  is  no  innovation.  It  is  a  long  established 
privilege,  and  the  aboUtion  of  it  would  be  an  innovation  on  the  part  of  the  Crown. 
In  the  Hospital  and  Asylym  Bill  the  powers  granted  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Accounts  are  not  taken  from  the  executive,  but  are  transferred  from  a  committee 
consisting  chie6y  of  members  of  the  Assembly  to  another  composed  wholly  of  them. 
In  the  Tax  Bill  the  power  of  assessment  is  transferred  from  the  parish  vestries  to 
assessors  appointed  by  the  Commissioners  of  Accounts,  and  acting  under  rules 
and  principles  fixed  for  their  guidance.  In  both  of  those  transfers  the  change 
appears  to  me  to  be  practically  an  improvement  as  leading  to  a  more  regular  and 
more  efficient  accomplishment  of  the  object  in  view. 

12.  I  am  not  advocating  the  carrying  on  of  executive  administration  by  large 
boards  or  committees.  I  should  preier  the  greater  efficiency  of  individual  agency 
and  responsibility.  Neither  do  I  mean  to  argue  in  favour  of  executive  administra- 
tion by  legislative  bodies,  which  is  contrary  to  the  prevalent,  and  no  doubt  the 
most  correct  theory  of  government.  Nevertheless  this  system  in  Jamaica  has  its 
advantages.  It  obtains  the  confidence  of  the  constituency  in  the  executive  admi- 
nistration exercised  by  their  representatives,  and  it  prevents  collision  between  the 
executive  and  legislative  authorities.  It  is  locally  a  convenience,  and  affords  some 
facifity  in  the  executive  administration,  not,  however,  without  the  defect  inherent 
in  the  sp/tem  <s(  adnunistration  by  boards  and  committees.  So  &r  as  it  cei^ralizes 
and  ocmsolidates  ^ulministrattion  by  transferring  it  from  various  parochial  authorities 
acting  without  union  to  one  crasbtent  body,  it  is,  I  conceive,  a  decided  and  consi- 
deiiahie  improv^nent.  And  this  advantage  is  obtained  without  any  conse^juence, 
so  iiEtr  as  I  can  perceive,  injuricMis  to  the  executive  authority.  The  real  power  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  ccmsists  in  its  power  as  the  representative  brancn  of  the 
Leffislatttre.  If  k  exercised  that  power  against  the  Uavemment  it  would  most 
probably  be  during  a  fervour  <xf  popular  discontent,  which  would  be  equaUy  felt  by 
the  eonstitueacies  and  parochial  bodies,  who  would  exercise  any  power  in  their 
hands  in  the  «ame  spirit  If  the  oosstttnencies  did  not  share  in  the  same  feeling 
an  appeal  to  the  constxtueneiea  wouU  remove  the  hostile  Assembly.  But  the  power 
of  tl^  latter,  as  antagonist  to  the  got^emment,  would  be  scarcely  inci*eased  by 
the  d^ee  ^f  executive  administration  which  it  exercises,  and  whether  that  be 
exepdsed  by  the  constitiieni^  or  by  their  representatives  appears  to  me  to  be  of 
litde  eoBseoueiioe  to  the  exiaeutiye  authority,  excepting  so  fieir  as  concentration  may 
be  benefioiai  by  ^fectin^  uniformity  and  efficiency. 

13.  It  would  certainly  be  a  more  gratifying  state  ^  things  if  such  <K>nfidenee 
wave  rqM>9ed  by  the  Le^lature,  and  the  constttuency  in  the  executive  government 
m  would  induce  them  to  throw  every  part  of  executive  administration  entirely  into 
its  famds ;  but  it  will  require  a  long  period  of  mutual  cordiality  to  produce  this 
feeling. 

16.  With  reference  to  the  remarks  and  sentiments  herein  submitted,  and  adverting 
to  the  several  Acts  noticed  in  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  I  poceed  to  rtate  tlie 
eourse  winch  I  propose  to  pursue,  and  that  wiiich  I  would  respectively  recommend 
in  each  instance  respectively. 

17.  Masters  and  Servants. — This  Act  expiring  at  the  end  of  the  year,  it  nuiy  be        Nas^gg. 
expected  that  an  improved  Act  will  be  passed  during  the  approaching  session.     I 

shall  either  communicate  to  the  Legislature  your  Lc^dship^s  objections  to  the  Act 
at  the  coQunenoement  of  the  session,  or  await  your  further  instructions,  as  may 
seem  most  conducive  to  that  end.  Until  I  receive  your  further  instructions  I  shall 
not  assent  to  the  renewal  of  the  present  Act  without  amendments,  and  in  the  meuft- 
while  I  shall  endeavour  to  effect  the  passing  of  su(^  an  Act  as  may  be  likely  to 
obtain  your  approval. 

18.  The  Eied^osi  Law. — Your  Lordship's  intention  to  reserve  your  decision        ^^^  3389. 
until  a  suffici^it  time  shall  have  elapsed  for  bringing  the  efficacy  of  the  Act  to  the 

test  of  actual  experiment  appears  to  me  to  indicate  the  wisest  course  that  can  be 
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JAMAICA.  pursued  on  a  measure  of  such  Impoiiant  consequence.  It  also  seetm  to  tM  th^ 
the  same  course  miffht  be  advantageously  followed  on  all  enactments^  respeMing 
which  vour  Lordship  may  entertain  doubts  which  have  not  oecurrikl  to  any  brahcn 
of  the  local  Legislature. 

No.  3394.  19.  Apprenticeship  of  Minors. — I  shall  lay  before  the  Le^lature  yoar  Lord^ 

ship's  recommendation  regarding  this  Act,  unless  the  explanation  submitted  satisfy 
your  Lordship  that  the  amendm^t  proposed  is  unnecessary. 

No- 3398.  20.  Miiitia  Law. — I  shall  await  your  Lordship's  further  inrtructions  on  ikiB 

Act,  because  I  am  convinced  that  the  alterations  proposed  will  be  regarded  as 
invasions  of  the  Crown  on  the  established  rights  of  the  represeiitutives  of  the 
people  ;  and  further  because  there  appears  to  me  to  be  no  necessity  for  incurring 
this  ground  of  dissatisfaction ;  the  clauses^  objected  to,  besides  having  been 
repeatedly  confirmed  by  the  Crown,  being  ^rmless  in  themselves,  atad  ^wing  to 
the  present  state  of  the  country  not  likely  ever  to  be  of  any  consequence. 

No.  3404.  21.  Criminal  Law  Act.— The  reply  of  the  Attomey-Oenerol  to  the  rrfelience 

made  to  him  on  this  subject  shall  be  submitted  when  received.  '  : 

^^  •'^^'^'  22.  Public  Hospital  and  Lunatic  Asylum  Act,— I  hone  that  the  explanations 

submitted  on  this  Act  may  prove  satisfactory.  I  diall  await  your  Lordship^s 
further  instructions  regarding  it. 

24.  I  trust  that  I  may  receive  your  further  instructions  ^h  the  several  Aista^  in 
question  either  before  or  soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  legiriati¥e  session, 
which  will  take  place  probably  in  the  last  week  of  October, 


(No.  4.)  No.  7.  -    ' 

Extract  of  a  DBSPATOH/foost  lord  Stanlet  to  tiie  Right  Hqn«.  Sir 
C.  T.  Metcalfe.  Bart.,  6^C3.>  dated  Downing^cfti^t,  27th.  September,  184^ 
No.  7.  I  HAVE  received  yonr  Despatch  of  ftod  Atigut,  No«  094,  addressed  toimy 

predecessor;  and  before  I  proceed  to  the  odfisideiation  ef  the  Acts  of  de  Legis- 
tare  to  which  it  refers/ 1  am  happy  to  be  able  to  Mpiiess  my  caiiciin»Dee  an  mueh 
of  the  principle  which  it  lays  down.  In  resinsing  my  offioal  tdnMxkmt  with  )lhe 
island  over  which  you  preside/ it  is  with  great  satipfiMtim  tha;tl  find  that^  wider 
your  administration  of  itn  aflbirs,  Enimo0itie»  and  jdJootiet  hare  bees  ^rwlMlIy 
subsiding,  and  that  the  Legislature,  acting  harmoniously  with  yet,  ladirMtingirts 
attention  zealously  and  most  usefutly  to  the  itnproveoient  ef  its  institittiaiiB^  itkd  to 
the  adaptation  of  the  laws  of  the  island  to^the  altered  state  of  «ooiety.  It  will  be 
my  earnest  endeavour  to  maintain  and  increase  the  good  ftselinff  now  hapf^y 
growing  up  between  the  local  Legislature  and  the  executive}  and  in  cotei^ 
the  enactments  which  they  may  submit  ^  Her  Mqesty'is  approval,  I  shall  be 
prepared  not  only  to  examine  their  details  without  distrurt  as  to  their  motives, 
but  to  give  them,  on  all  occasions  in  which  I  find  it  poMible,  credit:  for  beipg 
actuated  by  sincere  and  honest  intentions,  even  when  I  find  myself  mnUe  to  OMcur 
in  the  measures  which  they  advise.  It  will  not  be  oa  trying  gitniads  tint  I  nbbll 
ever  advise  Her  Majesty  to  disallow  the  enactments  of  t^e  looftl  kralabire. 
I  shall  comment  upon  them  in  no  unfriendly  tone  or  diepusition  (  and,  on  3ie  olJaier 
hand,  I  shall  hope  to  be  met  by  the  Legislature  in  the  same  spirit,  wil&a  wpHlingn^ 
to  amend  defects  which  it  may  from  time  to  time  be  my  duty  to  point  out  iq  i&ia. 
For  Lofd  John  Rus-  It  is  in  this  sense  that  I  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  laws  which  fotm 
••?'■  P^**^i!:,  the  subject  of  yonr  Despatch,  in  answer  to  the  observationB  eontainied  in  that  of- my 
No.  217,  vide  Fbt     predecessor  of  the  2oth  of  April,  No.  217. 

p«n  relative  to  the  Masters  and  Servahts. — I  am  aware  that,  ip  answer  to  some  of  the  ohjeetions 
Pm^ii!  Jmiw^c\V  ^^^^  ^y  ^y  predecessor  to  this  Act,  you  state,  and  state  correctly,  that  in  some^of 
page  238.  the  points  to  which  he  objected  the  Act  is  borrowed  from  a  British  staAute, 

4  Geo.  IV.,  c.  34.  But  you  will  not  fail  to  perceive  that  this  is  a  subject^  of  all 
others,  in  which  it  is  desirable  that  the  Legislature  should  have  no  possible  ground 
for  misconstruction,  and  that  an  enactment,  liable  to  no  abuse  io  a  country  where 
the  relations  between  master  and  servant  have  been  long  established  and  we  li^ll 
understood,  may  require  some  modification  when  applied  to  a  comaEianity  where 
those  relations  have  been  so  recently  substituted  for  those  of  owner  and  slave.  This 
observation  applies  especially  to  the  duration  of  contracts.  I  have  no  suspicion  on 
my  own  mina  that  the  absence  of  any  limit  as  to  time  was  intended  to  act  preju- 
dicially towards  the  servant :  but  to  avoid  all  cavil  I  reccHnmend  that,  hi  tlm  Act 
which  it  will  be  necessary  to  introduce,  contracts  for  service  should  be  limited  to 
a  year ;  or,  if  entered  into  for  a  longer  period,  that  a  provision  should  be  introduced 
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pmnff  maivmal  opppffiuiity  toejtheir  party  to  annul  the  contract  on  giving  a 
9)mta  a  ooticQ<  TbiB  wiil  enable  the  engagement  to  continue,  by  tacit  agreement^ 
i^i^hoat  the  neceseity  of  entering  into  a  &esh  contract ;  while,  at  the  same  thne,  it 
will  effectually  obviate  the  objections  which  might  be  urged  against  a  more  extended 
tesm*  I  am  also  qf  opinion  that  where  contrapts  are  not  in  writing,  (which,  how- 
€Mr»  is  the  preferable  mode,)  there  should  be  two  witnesses  to  the  terms  ;  when 
they  are  in  writing,  I  think  it.  desirable,  though  not  essential,  th^t  a  form  of 
^mitmet  should  be  provided  by  the  Act  itself. 

I  am  inclined  to  be  satisfied  with  your  assurance  that  other  statutes  in  force 
provide  adeqiiate  mwns  for  rendering  a  master  liable  to  punishment  for  ill-using 
^Mrvaot ;  andtobel^vethat  there  is  not  in  the  Act,  coupled  with  the  statute 
.fi&Geo.  IIL,  c*  19,  the. want  of  reciprocity  on.  this  head  which  my  predecessor 
«pp«rebend6d.  And  I  do  not  doubt  the  correctness  of  your  view  that  the  right  of 
appeal  to  the  chairman  of  Quarter  Sessions  exists  independently  of,  and  is  not 
jsJleflted  by«  the  Act  now  under  consideration.  StiU,  when  such  large  discretionary 
powers  are  necessarily  given  to  magistrates  deciding  summarily,  it  is  important 
4ba1}  no  doubt  should  be  suffered ^o  exist  on  this  head;  and  I  repommend  that  the 
protnfeioQB  of  theddth  Geo«  IIL,  c.  19«  should  be  consolidated  with  those  of  the 
Act  now  under  discussion,  and  that  the  right  of  appeal  should  be  specifically 
tseeognized  in  the  new  Act*. 

Mw^cuLvw.-^^Th^  absence  of  anv  further  information  on  the  subject  of  this 
law,  either  from  the  attomtfy-geoerai  of  your  government,  or  from  any  other 
quarter,  would,  at  all  events,  scarcely  leave  me  any  alternative  but  that  of  adopting 
tne  course  taken  by  my  predecessor^  in  suspending  his  decision  upon  it  until  its 
efficacy  shall  have  been  tried  by  the  test  of  actual  experiment.  I  am,  however^ 
glad  to  be  relieved  from  all  doubt  as  to  thp  propriety  of  this  course^  by  finding  that 
it  meet3  with  your  cordial  approbation. 

'  "  Appi^^ntieei^ip  of  Minoi^s.^^^^Fh^  explanalmi  afforded  by  you  as  to  the  oxidd  on 
which  the  datise  objected  t6  by  my  predeee^sor  wta  framed,  leaves  no  ^ofubt  on  my 
'imiiid  M  to  the  i&tentidns  of  the  Assembly  in  adopting  the  provisions  of  this  Act 
'in^tfafe  Sotm  they  noir  hear.  Adverting,  however^  to  &at  difference  between  the 
nttsfte  «f 'soeiety  lA  Grtat  Britain. and  in  tlie  West  India .  Islands  to  which  I  have 
*]iefi)M  referred,  I  think  that>  in  lieu  of  the  form  of  procure  provided  by  the  Bill, 
^  ifc' would  be  adtigafaAe  to  Adopt- one  on  the  priacipJe  of  that  wmdi,  as  stated  by  my 
.^redkoesser,  I  traderstand  has  been  already  tried  and  foqnd  to  succeed  in  respect  to 
^  «paie«d»  in  the  Island  of  Ba^ 

"'  ^Militia  La«r,r«^liNotwithatandtDg.  the  respect  with  which  J  regard  all  opinions 

jpMceeding  fvom  yoaiself^  were  the  quesitioa  of  o<mferrii^  upon  members  of  the 

lApsembly  the.  power  of  atttendj^ig  eounciis  of  war  now  lor  the  first  time  raised, 

\  I  ihould  ^concuc  mih  my  predecessor  in  thinking  that  such  power  ou^ht  not  to  be 

conceded  to  tkem^    In  the  reasons  adduced  by  you  in  support  of  this  enactment, 

you  airgue  that,  as  ^  oonnoila  of  war  aie  convened  for  the  purpose  of  advising  the 

'^  proclamatioD  of  maitia)  law,  and  thereby  entailing  a  very  heavy  expense  on  the 

^'icmmtrf,  asw«n  as  suspending,  during  its  operation,  the  functions  of  ordinary 

!  'legiUatkm,  it  is  not  costmry  to  tbe  prinaples  of  the  constitution  that  the  repre- 

stttHativcis  of  tbe  people  who  are  to  p^y  shcmld  liave  a  voice  in  sanctioning  the 

'  'expenditure."  -  To  Xm  abrtract  jnrinciple  here  laid  down  I  readily  assent;  Uxi  in 

^'jmw  application  of  them  to  the  present  cacto  I  cannot  concur.    The  responsibility 

of  adoiAmg  Mch  extreme  meaaurea  as  are  involved  in  the  proclamation  of  martial 

'^)«^,  I  think  dliouM  either  rest  upon  the  executive  solely,  or  upon  the  Legislature 

\  as^a  tvhole.    The  intorventkm  of  individual  members  of  the  Assembly  in  such  cases 

(besides  that,  upon  a  similar  plea,  it  might  be  extended  to  many  cases  in  addition 

^^  to'^at  no^  under  diSGUssian)  only  tends  to  take  off  responsibility  from  those  whose 

'  official  stations  mtake  them  the  proper  persons  to  bear  it,  without  ^ving  that 

'  afrthoribrtivo'  sanction  to  their  proceedings  which  the  decision  of  the  Assemby  as  a 

>   body-is  dBftitled  to  carry  with  it.     And  uiough  no  doubt  the  consequences  of  pro- 

^  ohdming. martial  law  are,  as  you  justly  observe,  to  entail  a  heavy  expense  on  the 

'■■  coimtry,  it  is-  one  of  those  sudden  charges  which  I  think  ought  to  be  incurred  by 

the  executive  on  its  own  responsibility,  and  subject  to  the  wholesome  check  of 

being  liable  to  be  disaUowed  if  incurred  with  wanton  precipitation. 

Alfiiough,  however,  I  feel  myself  obliged  to  dissent  from  this  portion  of  your 

reason  in  support  of  this  Bill,  I  yield  to  other  considerations  suggested  by  you ; 

and,  bearing  in  mind  that  this  is  merely  the  re-enactment  of  a  law  already  often 

'   Renewed  and  confirmed  by  the  Crown  without  objection,  I  am  sensible  that,  in  the 

absence  of  some  change  of  circumstances  calling  for  the  innovation,  were  I  now  to 


JAMAICA 


No.  33S0. 


No.  S394. 


No.  3398. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


14 


PAPERS  ItELATIVfl  TO  THE 


JAMAICA. 


No.  3404. 


No.  3410. 


advise  Her  Majesty  to  disallow  it,  I  diould  only  «eem  to  evmce  a  distrust  of  the 

f  resent  Assembly^  whick,  as  I  have  alr^tdy  stated*  I  am  rejoiced  to  be  able  to  «i^ 
do  not  feel. 

Cnminal  Law  Act — On  this  I  await  the  reply  of  the  attorney-general  ef  your 
government  to  the  refer^ace  made  to  him. 

Public  Hospitals  and  Lunatic  Asylum. — The  spirit  of  my  pi^eoeding  remarks, 
will,  I  think,  sufficiently  guard  me  against  the  imputation  of  wishing  lightly  to 
interfere  with  the  enactments  of  the  local  legislature,  and  you  will  therefiwe 
believe  that,  in  adhering  as  I  do  to  my  predecessor's  objedions  to  this  Bill,  it  is 
only  from  the  counction  that  it  involves  a  principle  which  I  consider  decidedly 
objectionable.  That  principle  is  the  transference  of  the  expenditure  of  a  large 
sum  from  an  inferior  body,  and  one,  to  some  extent  at  least,  accountable  to  othersi^ 
to  a  body  not  liable  to  be  called  to  account  by  any  one.  Not  that  I  would  be 
understood  as  sanctioning  what  you  appear  to  suppose  to  have  heen  the  view  of  my 
predecessor  as  to  transferring  the  management  of  this  expenditure  to  the  executive. 
On  the  contrary,  my  ckject  would  be  rather  to  continue  it  as  at  present,  in  peiBOfifi 
having  local  knowledge,  and  whose  residence  in  the  neighbourhood  may  admit  ef 
their  devoting  to  it  the  i-equisite  time  and  attention.  In  announcing  to  you,  them- 
fore,  that  I  have  been  compelled  to  advise  Her  Majesty  to  disallow  this  Act»  I 
would  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  stating  such  to  be  the  view  which  I  taloe  <m 
the  subject,  and  that  I  think  that  if  the  present  management  of  this  heepital  be 
fo«nd  defective,  it  would  be  advisable,  inste«l  of  traiuferrinr  it  to  the  general 
Legislature,  to  anoend  its  defects  on  'die  {udnciple  of  retaining  a  local  roanagemeBt, 
and  of  establishing  a  complete  acoonntability  in  those  entrusted  with  the  control  of 
the  finances. 

In  the  event  of  a  new  Act  being  passed,  committing  the  management  <if  this 
hospital  to  any  inferior  body,  it  is  not  likely  the  Assembly  will  entrust  to  them  the 
powers  conferred  by  the  present  BiU  on  a  committee  of  their  own  membets :  and 
without  knowing  to  what  description  of  persons,  or  under  what  control  the  manage- 
ment  may  be  committed,  it  would  be  premature  to  offer  any  suggestions.  I  may^ 
however,  observe,  that  though  I  perceive  the  provisions  for  enforcing  internal  dis- 
cipline to  be  merely  re-enacted  from  Statute  17  Geo.  III.,  c.  31, 1  l£ink  that  they 
are  excceedingly  stringent ;  and  that,  as  from  inquiries  I  have  caused  to  be  made, 
I  find  no  such  exist  in  hospitals  in  this  country^  expulsion  of  the  patients  being  the 
only  punishment  allowed  under  their  regtdations ;  it  might  be  well  to  ooimder 
whether  the  same  penalty  may  not  be  found  sufficiently  severe  in  the  hospital  m 
Jamaica. 

With  respect  to  the  motives  for  rendering  employers  liable  by  the  Act  in  the 
manner  specified  in  your  Despatch  £or  the  expenses  of  attendance  on  their 
labourers  and  servants,  I  think  your  explanation  satisfactory. 

In  conclusion,  it  only  remains  for  me  to  express  my  confident  expectation  that  in 
again  considering  the  yarious  matters  to  which  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  direct  the  at- 
tention of  the  Legislature  of  Jamaica,Her  Majesty^s  Government  will  be  met  by  them 
in  that  calm  and  dispassionate  spirit  which  must  afford  the  best  security  for  carry- 
ing on  the  business  of  Legislation  to  the  mutual  satisfaction  of  all  parties,  and 
to  the  advancement  of  the  weLbre  of  the  important  colony  which  is  committed  to 
your  charge. 


(No.  239.) 
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For  Sir  C.T.  Met- 
ctlfe's  Deipafch 
10th  and  28th 
March,  vide  PApen 
relative  to  the  Vv  est 
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Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Russell  to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  T- 

MsTCALFE,  Bart.,  <jr«C.B. 

Sir,  Downing-gtreet,  23rd  August,  1841. 

With  reference  to  your  Despatches  Nos.  202  and  208  of  the  10th  and 
28th  Marcli^  submitting  samples  of  a  kind  of  hemp  made  from  the  stalls  of  the 
plantain  and  banana  tree  in  Jamaicci,  and  specimens  of  other  kinds  made  from 
other  plants  in  the  island,  I  now  enclose  for  your  information  the  copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  Board  of  Trade,  with  a  report  from  the  master  rope-maker  at  Deptford 
as  to  the  quality  of  the  sample. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  that  this  report  is  not  &yourable. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  RUSSELL. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  T.  Metcalfe,  Bart.,  G.C.B. 
&e,  &c.  &c. 
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EndoBure  m  No.  8.  JAMAICA. 

OflBce  of  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade, 
Sir,  Whitehall,  I9th  August,  1841. 

Iif  r^ly  to  your  letter  of  the  I2ih  May  last,  transmitting  samples  of  hemp  from  Enclosure  in  No.  8. 
Jamaica,  I  am  directed  by  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade  to  iticlose 
to  you  for  Lord  Jrfm  Riis»eU*s  information  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Admiralty,  with  a  report 
of  the  master  rope-maker  at  Deptford  as  to  the  quality  of  the  said  samples  which  are  herewith 
ntnviMd. 

I  am,  &c. 
James  Stephen,  Esq.,  John  George  Shaw  Lefevrb. 

&c.    &c.    &c. 


S^,  Admiralty,  17th  August,  1841. 

I  AM  commanded  by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  send  herewith  for 
ike  information  of  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade  the  copy  of  a  report  from  the 
master  rcqpe-maker  at  Deptford,  upon  the  samples  of  hemp  produced  in  Jamaica,  contained  in 
yma  letter  of  the  30th  of  last  month,  and  which  are  herewith  returned. 

I  am,&c. 
John  Geotge  Shaw  Lefevie,  Esq.,  (Signed)  John  Barrow. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


Sir,  Deptford  Yard,  Ropery,  13th  August,  1841. 

I  BIG  to  state  diat  I  have  examined  the  samples  of  the  plantain,  banana,  and  Penguine 
pknts,  and  the  fibres  appear  weak  and  not  suitable  for  making  cordage  for  the  equipment  of 
shipping  There  is  not  enough  to  try  an  experiment  either  in  yam  or  rope,  but  from  triab  I 
have  made  with  the  fibres  of  those  descriptions  of  plants,  I  have  found  them  weaker  than 
Russian  hemp,  and  much  fouler,  absorbing  but  a  small  quantity  of  tar,  and  much  weaker 
after  bdng  tarred  or  wet. 

I  am,  &C. 
J.  Ptoker,  Esq^  (Signed)  R.  Chapiiai«. 

&c      &c 


(Ne.  348.)  No.  9. 

Copy  oT  aDESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  T.  MxrcALra,  Bart,  G.C.R, 

to  liOld  J  OHN  RUSSSLL. 

My  Lord,  King's  House,  lOth  September,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  on  the  subject  of  your  Lordship's  Circular  jj^  g 

Instructions  of  the  25th  April,  relating  to  the  support  of  schools  in  the  West 
Indies. 

2.  The  Bishop  of  Jamaica  is  of  opinion  ihat  the  national  schools  in  his  diooeae 
could  not  be  carried  on  if  the  annual  Parliamentary  grant  were  withdrawn,  and 
that  the  negroes  are  not  vet  prepared  to  contribute  that  support  which  he  thinks 
they  ought  to  do,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  will  do. 

3.  The  statement  furnished  by  the  general  superintendent  of  Wesleyan  schools 
is  so  creditable  to  the  Wesleyans,  that  I  think  it  due  to  them  to  report  it  at 
length.  The  services  of  that  exemplary  body  in  this  island  are  beyond  calculation 
valuable. 

£.      s.    d. 
Amount  of  school  expenditure  for  the  Wesleyan  Day 
Schools  in  Jamaica,  for  the  year  ending  Slst  De- 
cember, 1840 3,774    6    2i 

Amount  of  receipts  from  pupils  by  weekly  contributions  700  5  5 
Amount  of  oontribiiti<»n  by  friends  ....  133  16  2 
Amountofcost  to  Wesleyan  body        •        .         .        .    2,940    4    7| 

From  this  amount  of  £2,940  4s.  7id^  mudt  be  deducted  the  proportion 
(which  cannot  be  ascertained  in  Jamaica)  of  £800,  asugned  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  fiur  the  support  of  all  the  Mission  Scbook  in  the  West  Indies 
for  1840. 

Number  of  schools  for  which  building  aid  has  been  received  9 

Number  without  aid •         16 

Number  of  scholars  attached 2,009 

4.  TTie  agents  of  the  Scottish  Missionary  Society  receiving  aid  from  the  Go- 
vernment grant,  report  that  they  are  satisfied  that  witli  the  diminished  aid  which  it 
is  proposed  to  continue  for  a  limited  number  of  years,  their  schools  may  safely  be 
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16  PA^kks'l^A'fl^'^^tHE 

tfAKiA.       l^ft  to  their  jown  resources,  with  the  aid  of  the  churches  with  which  thet  ^av'^^ 
—  coWec&''^^*;'^^^-^'^*-    '  •:>...> .aou  '.:,^;!  v..;.,;:.vi  H'nv/i-ad  A.  ,.,/) 

5.  The  superintendent  of  the -Mito'Cirarily^  Schools  reports  that  he  has  not  the 
least' I^Mt't&^d3CJ)ieid(  .dwt  iinjr.ofivfhe  schools  will  be  continued  by  tb^^.i^raes 
thisms^e^l  idtf ,^tbtif .iata|»^9^pi^  ,jbff  ,t})f^, ;  JWjfees  <?£  the  i^icp ,  Charity ;  tod 
ttMeSses  <hifta||iQh>n,'  t)^  tji^fv^grp.  fPop.vJatloii  pt Inis^^ai^d  are,  nbt  %( 1pi^^ent»  and 
wiUrnotifaer.ior^  a/iHtich  Iftng^f  .jHpd(^,^ah  th^/fiijie  j^^cl^^^  vbuf  Lo'rd^ip^ 
Circular  Despatch  for  the  qef^ajUoji^of^        Pftr)iai^ntary  g^^  'posij^nii^tb 

pmHde  liMith^'^aca<}oa*<>f  tlif>r,cbi)di:e9  if ithout  conpiuej-able  aid  frdin  the^piibftc 
•fimda^thecolo^lJf^ocfirwnib«ee,^ol^^^  ,     '      ^^      *'  ^' ' !  '    ''    ' 

>  6i  lb  lis^  ht.  obMrW  itbai  th^  j^f atiq^^  J^chooU  ana  ib^  Mico  S^cnools  ai^  tb'c^e 
*whidi(hs]re  vtceived  thegriaatB^  ai4  ftond  pi^bfic  grants,  and  it.  fs  a  riatiii-al  dcb^*- 
^qpeode  ithat/iu  JthW  uistijtutiqnsj  .twf^bas  bpen  a  ii^ore,  ^eiieral  gift  of  fedtication 
IgBalii. ;  :Per»itts  whQjkWife;hitbttto,rp^  tenei^ttor  their  children  wiftdtit 

cost,  may  not  be  readily  incliojefi  to  pay  for  it  hereafter,  and  all  ihe^e  itistltutidris 
may  fall  off  unless  |J;t^  b^  Jlia^en  up  and  supported  by  the  colony.^  Those  iiiStrtd- 
tioiss  Hrfikfi  Iia\fiCbQ^^Bccustonie4,lbQf  the  least  aid  will  Ih?  the  least  |iffecte4,by,its 
withdrawal,  and  there  are  numerous  schools  in  the  island  respecting  which,  as  tfc^ 
have  never  derived  any  suppcuct,itpni  the  Parlianientary  grant,  there  can  be  ho  fear 
from  its  cessation. 

7«  The  number  of  schools  supported  itiCxrely  by  the  contributions  of  tbe  Mitto 
population  wolild  afgue  that  th^  si^'srtimiort  dt'  'snoh  Sti^nfSb^diisr  npV  iififK)ff|ible ; 
but,  for  the  reason  above  stated,!  dd  not  ^pect  Ihift  the  decrease  of  funds  in  the 
National  andMidoSch^^  will  be.ir^medied  by  negro  contributions.  It  seeqis 
more  probabljB^  tbatoui^es  su^tai^d  by^  grants  fr^oi  the  colony  they  will  fail,  and 
Ihftt  tAe.pi)iMip  wUI  ejthi^r  ccias^  fo  attend  s^jhool  altogether  or  go  to'  otih^r  schools 
that  may  be  established  in  their  neighl>ourhood ;  and  those  being  cbi^y  under  !DiB- 
fienting  teach^r^r  t^  rapksof  the  Pissepter^^  may  thereby  be  swelled,  add  fiie^tdti- 
gnega^iops.^tbe  Churoh  of  England  bc^diminl?^^^  i         ^ 

8.  Whether  the  colony  will  supply  the  place  of  the  nibther  codntrV  ahd '  restore 
the  aid  which  is;to  ])e  fv^hdrawn,  I  cannot  venture  positively  to  predict.  Thiitfe'is 
no  waat  of  liberality  in  the^I^^slature,  and  there  is  a  desire  to  uphold  the  established 
Church ;  but  the  financies  may  |U)t  ,be^  in  a  s^te  to  en^our^ga  additioi^  exp^pditure 
on  any  ground,  and  there  wiU  always  be  "a  considei-able  jealousy  of  ^hc  tootH^^ 
country's  throwing  off  on  the  colony  any  expense  which  it'has  itself  befdfe  borne. 

9.  The  most  likely  method  of  indqcmg  the^  colony  to  undertake  this  additional 
expenditure  is  to  let  it  be  a  spontanitous  kct ;  and  unless  I  receive  contrary  insthic* 
tiotia  Irom  your  Lbrd^i^;  I  afaaM  epntent^fnyAeU  wHlf  ^ayinjg  J^efipff  tb^  Legislature 
in  the  approaching  SeMiofit  at  tapf^oCypfit  Lp^^ip'a  Qirc^^  Despatch  of  the 
25th  Aprils  Je^ng  it  tothc^m.to  o^ginate  any  measures  that  the  gradual  with* 
drawal  of  the  Farliamenti^  gratat;  and  the  probable  consequences  dl'ilhLtptO' 

Ihi0ve»&c.  '  . 

(Signed)  C.  T.  METCAIiPB.= 


ceeding,  may  suggest.  .    ;       •       .  .  i 

•  Ihiuve^&c. 


The  Bight  Hon.  liord  John  Russell, 
&c.         kc.        &c. 


(No.  30.)  '       No.  10.      '■ 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  froin  Lord  Stajnlet  to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  %, 

Metcalfe^  Bart.,  G.C.B. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  19th  Deoember,  1S41. 

No.  10.  I  HAYS  received  your  Despatch,  No.  243,  of  the   10th  September,  in 

reference  to  the  probable  effioct  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  Parliamentary  assistance 
towards  negro  education. 

I  am  satisfied  that  this  withdrawal  ought  to  take  effect  gradually,  aocordiog  to 
the  course  which  has  been  adopted ;  and  I  entirely  concur  in  your  view  of  the 

1>roper  mode  of  proceeding  as  to  any  assistance  which  may  be  required  froln  the 
ocal  Iiegislature. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  STANLEY. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  T.  Metcalfe,  Bart.,  G.C.B., 
&c.  &c.  &c. 
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(No.  1.)  No.  11.  JAMAICA; 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  T-  Metcalfe,  Bart.,  G.C.B., 

to  Lord  Stanley. 
My  Lord,  Kiiig^s  House,  27th  October,  184L 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship^s  Circular         ^®'  ^^" 
Despatch  of  the  6th  September,  and  beg  permission  to  thank  your  Iiordship  for  the 
lugmy  gratifying  tenor  of  its  contents,  and  to  assure  ^ou  that  aJl  my  commumcatbos 
shall  l>e  cordially  guided  by  tbe  spirit  which  it  enjoins. 

2.  It  is  due  to  your  Lordship  that  I  should  state,  without  delay,  that  I  have 
always  wished  to  return  to  England  whenever  the  state  of  Jamaica  would  allow  me 
to  do  so  without  a  dereliction  of  public  duty.  The  grounds  on  which  I  conceive 
that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  at  which  I  may  consider  myself  at  liberty  to  solicit 
your  Lordship's  sanction  for  my  retirement  from  the  office  which  I  have  the  iKMiour 
to  hold  shsJl  be  submitted  as  soon  as  the  pressure  of  business  attendant  on  the 
opening  of  our  Legislative  Session  shall  have  stibsided. 

I  have,  &?c. 
The  Jlight  Hon.  Lord  Stanley,  (Signed)  C.  T.  METCALFE. 

&c.        &c.         &c. 

(No.  82.)  No.  12. 

CoFY  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Stanley  to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  T. 

Metcalfe,  Bart.,  G.C.B. 
Sir,  Downing-street,  5th  December,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  (No.  1)  of  the  27th  October,  in  which  you 
gtate  that  you  contemplate  at  an  early  period  your  retirement  from  the  Government 
of  Jamaica. 

I  cannot  receive  this  intimation  without  sincere  regret,  in  which  I  am  convinced 
the  island  will  partake,  in  the  event  of  your  feeling  yourself  called  upon  to  act  on 
your  present  views. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  STANLEY. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  T.  Metcalfe,  Bart.,  G.C.B., 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  12. 


(No.  2.)  No.  13. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  T.  Metcalfe,  Bart., 
G.C.B.,  to  the  Ri^t  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  King's  House,  27th  October,  1841. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  accompanying  c<^y  of  the  speech  de-         No.  13. 
livered  by  me  yesterday  at  the  opening  of  the  session  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
thisilUnd. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Rigbt  Hon.  Lord  Stanley,  (Signed)  C.  T.  METCALFE. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  13. 
Gkkti,embn  of  the  Council, 
Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

I  HAIL  with  pleasure  the  return  of  the  season  which  enables  me  to  see  you  again  EnclofureinNo.13. 
afesembled^  in  ordsr  to  unite  your  exertions  for  the  good  government  of  the  island.  The  results 
of  your  arduous  labours  in  the  two  last  sessions,  which  have  been  highly  appreciated  by  the 
Queen's  Government,  have  left  comparatively  little,  I  trust,  of  an  urgent  nature  to  be  provided 
for  by  new^  laws,  beyond  such  as  may  be  rendered  necessary  by  tro  expiration  of  periodical 
Acts.  Your  proceedings,  however,  must  at  all  times  be  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the 
Welfare  of  the  community;  and  you  will  probably  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to 
accomplish  such  improvements  in  existing  statutes  as  may  appear  to  vou  to  be  desirable. 

I  have  several  communications  to  lay  before  you,  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  ministers, 
which,  1  have  no  doubt,  will  receive  your  cordial  attention. 

The  bii-th  of  the  princess  royal,  since  our  last  meeting,  has  gladdened  the  hearts  of  all  the 
subjects  of  our  ^cious  Sovereign;  and  I  am  sure  that  none  have  participated  more  loyally 
than  yourselves  m  the  universal  joy  excited  by  this  auspicious  event. 

Onr  island,  I  grieve  to  say,  has  been  sorely  a£9icted  daring  this  last  year,  by  extensive 
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jjMMXAi       commercial  distrefis — by  extraordiDary  ^ought-^and  by  sickness  and  mortality  raging  }a  an 
— —  uneooatton  degree  throughout  all  classes  of  the  o^mmunky. 

The  prospect  is  now/  in  some  ren)ects^  more  cheeriog ;  for,  by  the  blessing  of  Almigbty 
Providence,  the  late  rains  have  produced  abundant  crops;  and  it  is  expected  that,  in  the 
apptoadiin^  season,  our  8ta{de  exports  wiU  considerably  exceed  those  of  late  years.. '  Agricid«> 
tural  societies,  are  being  extended  over  the  whole  island ;  the  silk  company,  and  the  copper 
mine  company,  are  proceeding,  I  understand,  with  farourable  prospects.  Cotton  Imi  been 
{wodneed  sufi^nently  to  show,  that  if  it  were  not  excluded  by  devotion  temoreipaluable  articles^ 
or  by  lasufficieBC^  <^  labour,  it  might  beeome an  additional  source  of  jMOsperity.  ThecultifSi^ 
tion  of  tobacco  on  a  large  scale>  I  hear,  is  about  to  commenoe;  and  die  discovery  of  a  method 
by  which  the  supply  of  one  of  our  staple  exports  may  be  greatly  augmented,  pDMoises  a  large 
increase  to  the  wealth  of  the  agricultural  community ;  and,  if  the  prospect  be  realized,  mil 
entitle  the  inventor  (a  fi^entleman  recently  come  among  us,)  to  public  gratitude.  The  relatioas 
between  emplojrers  and  labourers  appear  to  have  arranged  themselves  on  the  natural  basis  of 
mutual  interests.  The  want  of  continuous  labour  is  still  comj^inedof  in  somedislriets,  but  not 
so  seneralty  as  before.  This  want  is  not  surprisiiig  in  a  country  where  tbepopuktion  ia  scanty, 
and  where  the  labouring  class  aipport  themselves  in  great  measare  by  the  cultivation  of  tfaw 
own  grounds.  The  establishment  ot  small  freeholds  am«ag  this  class,  and  the  daaranoe  and 
cultivation  of  lands  hitherto,  or  for  a  lons^  time,  waste^  are  making  continual  and  rapid  strides, 
and  without  removing  the  holders  entirely  from  the  labour  market,  must  tend  to  secure  the 
comfort  of  a  large  portion  of  the  people.  The  ease,  independence,  and  other  advantages 
enjoyed  by  the  labouring  population,  are  not,  I  believe,  surpassed  by  those  of  the  same  dass 
in  any  country  on  the  face  of  the  eardi ;  and  ahhongh  to  thoee  causes  must  be  partly  ascribed 
the  want  of  continuous  labour,  we  cannot  but  rejeice  at  so  much  good,  and  are  bound  to  bear 
cheerfully  its  attendant  difficulties.  The  general  good  conduct  and,  orderly  habits  of  the 
people,  and  their  improved  feeling  towards  their  employers,  are  just  grounds  for  imquaUfied 
congratulation. 

Ihe  views  of  all  who  take  aninterest  in  the  general  prosperity  of  the  island,  are  still  eagerly 
directed  towards  immigration,  as  the  only  apparent  mode  of  obtaining  such  an  addition  to  the 
labouring  population,  as  is  requisite  for  the  adequate  cultivation  of  tiie  land,  and  iodispensible 
for  the  development  of  its  dormant  resourcee.  It  is  a  happy  reflecticfn  that  immigration  may 
take  place  to  any  probable  extent,  without  interfering  with  the  benefits  possessed  by  the 
wesent  inhabitants.  You  have  made  most  liberal  provision  to  promote  this  important  object 
The  success  of  the  measures  adc^ted  has  hitherto  been  limited,  but  in  some  respects  valuable. 
There  has  been  no  deficiency  of  zeal  on  the  part  of  the  officers  emfdoved  in  tne  carrying  of 
your  intentions  into  effect.  The  ag^it-general  in  the  island  has  exertea  himself  indefatigably. 
His  Report  will  be  laid  before  you.  I  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of 
the  sub-agents,  as  far  as  it  has  come  under  my  observation.  The  Commissioner  deputed  to 
North  America  and  Great  Britain,  after  making  such  arrangements  in  these  countries  at 
seemed  calculated  to  advance  the  intended  purpose,  m*oceeded  to  the  coast  of  A6nca,  and  laid 
the  foundation  of  an  emigration  of  free  Africans  from  Sierra  L^oiie,  which  promises  to  be  highly 
beneficial,  for  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  Africans  are  the  most  suitable  labourers  for 
field  cultivation  in  this  cUmate.  Mr.  Barclay's  Reports  will  be  communicated  to  you,  and 
will  furnish  ample  evidence  of  the  energy,  abihty^  and  judgm^^  with  vriiieh  he  has  performed 
the  duties  of  his  mission. 

Several  importations  of  immigrants  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  have  taken  place,  with 
various  results.  In  some  instances,  I  understand  they  are  doing  well ;  in  others,  I  am  sorry 
to  remark,  disappointment  and  discontent,  whether  reasonable  or  otherwise,  have  embittered 
^eir  arrival  among  us ;  while,  ia  many  cases,  sickness  and  death,  although  not  perhaps 
excessive,  with  refi»rence  to  the  general  imhealthiness  of  the  year,  have  east  a  gloom  over  tm 
commencement  of  this  important  experiment.  There  is,  unquestionably,  abundance  of  fertik 
and  imcultivated  land  in  this  island,  on  which  a  large  European  population  might  be  located 
with  perfect  security  to  their  health  and  comfort,  and  with  great  benefit  to  the  poblio  interests; 
but  this  can  only  be  the  work  of  time.  As  an  immediate  addition  to  the  labouring  population, 
the  introduction  of  Europeans  can  be  but  partially  useful ;  and  the  result  of  the  experiment  of 
this  year  has  not  been  generally  encouraging.  I  have,  therefore,  thought  it  right,  as  &r  as 
depiends  on  me,  to  restrain  the  indiscriminate  importation  of  European  immigrants,  and  to 
limit  the  future  supply  to  such  numbers  as  can  be  accommodated  imaaediately  after  their 
arrival,  according  to  previous  arrangements,  in  suitable  locations,  in  a  healthy  clunate,  either 
on  the  properties  of  individu^s,  or  in  the  public  villages,  which  it  is  proposed  to  establish. 
Unfortunately,  European  immigrants  are  apt  to  prefer  the  vicinity  of  the  large  towns,  for  the 
most  part  situated  in  the  lowlands,  where  the  climate  is  least  mvourable  to  the  European 
constitution,  and  are  therefore  too  likely  to  suffer,  unless  they  can  be  taught  to  appreciate  the 
value  of  a  more  healthy  location,  and  to  accommodate  themselves  to  the  mode  of  life  which 
the  interior  of  the  island  offers,  and  which  in  food,  as  well  as  in  other  respects,  is  differ^t 
from  that  which  they  have  been  accustomed  to  prize.  An  opinion  too  appears  to  gain  ground 
that  the  ordinary  rate  of  wages  for  labour  is  not  adequate  to  meet  all  the  wants  of  an  European, 
considering  the  cost  of  things  which  he  and  his  family  need  or  desire.  On  the  whole,  although 
I  do  not  despair  of  the  ultimate  success  of  European  immigration,  I  am  of  opinion,  that,  unc&r 
existing  circumstances,  it  will  be  liable  to  disappointment  to  all  parties,  except  under  peculiar 
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owing  chiefly  to  the  repeated  illness  of  the  officer  whom- it  wae  the  duty  of  the  oomoitttee        JAMAKAs 
appointed  for  that  work  to  consult  and  employ  in  the  preliminary  afrangemeots^  and  ui  the  — -^ 

preparation  «f  the  requisite  plaoft  and  estimatee^ 

I  inforaied  yott,  at  the  opening  '^(^  our  last  meeting,  that  the  powers  granted  to  me  by  the 
Prisoned  Act  of  the  preceding  session  had  enabled  me^  in  spme  degree^  to  remedy  the  defects 
of  the  existing  prisons,  by  transferring  ,'prisoners  from  places  of  confinement,  in  which  there 
could  beno^oiassificatioo,  to  others  better  adapted  for  that  purpose,  and  by  assigning  distinct 
piisofis  for  dififerevt  classes  of  prisoners.  These  arrangements  were  necessary  as  a  substitute 
f&r  the  alteration  of  the  several  prisons,  which  eould  not  be  efEected  otherwise  than  by  slow 
degrees,  without  an  expense  beyond  what  the  public  incom^  cotrld  bear.  One  of  the  arrange- 
meats  adopted  wae  to  reserve  the  county  gaoki  for  debtors  and  untried  prisoners,  there  being 
DO  means  on  the  criminal  side  for  the  separation  of  convicted  prisoners  from  those  untried* 
afid  to  remove  all  of  the  convicted  to  the  distinct  prisons  aasiffned  exclusively  for  prisoners 
under  sentence,  and  wherein  they  could  be  separately  confined  according  to  their  classes. 
This  arrangement  was  ia  force  unm  recently,  but  is  at  present  suspended,  in  consequence  of 
doubts  which  appear  to  be  entertained  by  the  judges  of  its  legality.  These  doubts  seem  to  be 
founded  on  an  impression  that  the  law  gives  no  more  than  the  power  of  removal  from  one 
jHison  to  another  of  the  same  denominatiiin;  and  therefore  that  a  prisoner  removed  from  a 
county  gaol  can  only  be  transferred  to  another  county  gaol.  The  power,  so  restricted,  would 
be  nugatory,  there  being  no  means  in  any  eoun^  g^  ^  ^  separation  of  convicted  from 
untried  prisoners.  This  supposed  limitatien  of  the  power  appears  to  be  sugj^ested  by  an 
opinion,  that  a  transfer  from  a  county  gaol  io  a  district  prison  is  an  aggravation  of  punishment. 
This  is  not,  in  reality,,  a  necessary  consequence,  for  it  can  easily  be  avoided,  and  has  certainly 
never  been  intended ;  but  the  temoval  may  be  «o  regarded  fay  the  parties  affected  by  it ;  and 
as  it  has  become  necessary  to  lay  the  question  before  you,  it  is  right  that  you  should  be  made 
awai«  of  the  ground  of  objection.  If  you  should  deem  it  desirable  to  set  apart  the  county 
gaols  as  separate  places  of  confinement  for  any  particular  class  of  convicted  offenders,  you  win, 
i  have  no  doubt,  determnieto  place  either  all  or  one  of  thoee  j^'bons  in  a  state  whkh  will,  at 
least,  allow  the  separation  of  s^Kenead  from  untried  prisoners;  £mp,  unless,  that  be  done^  or  the; 
power  of  removal  hitherto  exercised  be  eontimied  and  confirmed,  the  intermixture  o(P  those 
dassea  cannot  be  [prevented,  and  the  object  of  the  Prison  Acts  must,  in  a  great  d^^ree,  be 
frustrated.  No  prisoner  has  been  removed  for  any  other  purpose  than  clafifiification,  which 
while  most  of  the  prisons^  and  all  the  county  gaols  are  in  their  present  stote,- cannot  be  effected 
in  any  other  manner.  The  first  indication  of  doubt  on  this  subject,  in  the  minds  of  the  judges, 
manifested  itself  in'the  sentiments,  expressed  on  the  occasiwi  of  thrir  rcaMndiag  a  prisoner  to  a 
county  gaol,  who  had  been  thence  removed  to  a  district  prison  by  my  order.  Their  decision, 
in  this  inetanee,  was  founded  on  their  opinion,  that  he  had  been  removed  in  an  illeral  manner, 
or  in  other  woids,  without  sufficient  formality,  and  did  not  determine  the  question  whether 
removal  in  a  manner  conformable  to  their  opinioa  would  be  legal  or  not,  I  sought  to  obtain 
their  ofnnion  on  this  point  for  my  guidance ;  and  findii^  that  it  would  only  be  given  in  judg- 
ment on  a  case  brought  before  thetn,!  adopted  proceedings  iritli  a  viewr  to  arrive  at  it  in  that 
manner.  The  question  was  argued  by  couasd  on  both  side%  but  the  judges  have  postponed 
their  decision.  I  am  consequently  unable  to  lay  the  question  before  you  otherwise  than  as 
one  on  which  thr  jud^  are  understood  to  entertain  doubts.  Those  doubts  I  have  considered 
it  right  to  respect,  a  reference  to  you  being  near  at  hand ;  and  I  have,  therefore,  notwith- 
standing the  embarrassments  attending  such  a  course,  abstained  from  any  farther  removal 
from  the  county  gaols,  until  you  could  have  an  opportunity  of  declaring  your  intentions;  and 
I  have  allowed  the  benefit  of  this  suspension  to  the  individual,  who,  baring  been  previously 
removed,  had  been  remanded  by  the  judges  on  a  point  of  form,  while  the  doubts  of  the  judges 
as  to  the  powc^  of  removal  have  led  to  the  intermixture  of  convicted  and  untried  prisoners  in 
the  county  gaok;  their  decision  on  the  point  of  form,  produces  the  same  effect  for  a  time  in 
other  prisons,  whence  the  power  of  removal  is  fully  reooffnized ;  as  the  law  does  not  prescribe 
the  form,  I  concluded  that  it  was  left  to  the  discr^ion  of  the  executive  authority ;  and  I  adopted, 
with  careful  reference  to  the  intent  of  the  Act,  that  form  which  was  not  only  t^  one  in  which 
all  the  order9  of  the  governor  are  issued,  excepting  those  for  which  special  forms  have  been 
provided,  but  which  was  also  the  most  effectual  in  its  operation,  as  it  enabled  me,  by  a  general 
order,  to  secure  the  removal  of  convieted  criminals,  immediately  after  their  being  taken  to 
prisons,  wherein  no  sep^^ation  from  untried  prisoners  was  practicable.  But  the  judges  having 
dedared  that  an  order  of  the  governor,  signed  by  his  secretary,  is  not  an  order  of  the  governor^ 
according  to  the  meaning  of  die  Prisons  Act,  and  that  the  same  order  cannot  effect  the  removal 
of  more  man  one  prisoner,  it  is  now  necessary  that  there  be  a  separate  order  for  the  removal  of 
each  prisoner,  and  that  every  order  be  prepared  in  a  technical  form,  and  signed  by  the 
governor.  Delay  must  therefore  take  place  in  the  removal  of  every  prisoner,  varying  in 
duration  according  to  the  distance  of  the  prison  from  the  seat  of  government,  and  increased  by 
the  tardiness  of  a  weekly  post.  The  time,  in  consequence,  must  be  frequently  considerable, 
during  which  males  and  females,  convicted  and  untried  prisoners,  will  be  imprisoned  together 
without  the  means  of  separation.  As  the  only  object  of  any  removal  is  to  prev^t  that  inter- 
mixture, any  impediment  to  the  most  speedy  removal  of  criminals  from  prisons  which  have  no 
means  of  separation,  appears  to  me  to  be  injurious.  The  power  of  the  judges  to  construe  the 
laws  is  unquestionable ;  and  I  have  regulated  my  proceedings  accordingly,  but  it  is  proper  to  * 

apprise  you  of  the  cansequences,  in  order  that  if  you  see  fit,  you  may,  in  regulating  the  power 
of  removal,  define  also  the  mode  in  which  it  is  to  be  exerdsed,  so  tnat  in  my  anxious  endea* 
vours  to  give  elBfect  to  the  intentions  of  the  le^lature,  I  may  proceed  on  sure  ground,  without 
the  danger  of  impediment  to  the  public  service  from  doubts  or  discordant  opinions  as  to  the 
meaning  of  the  law. 
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No.  15. 


PA  WBR$  SiV4.^Tpi^  TO  "SHE 


Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gbntlembk  op  th^ .Abwcbly.  ./ ' 

I  have  every  reason  to  be  assured,  from  past  experience,  tba^,you  wUlj)ro!;ide.the  reoMJsite 
supplies  for  tfaii^  pwhlic^^Ttl^  wlthi^our  iitctttotned  ilbel^lfty,  fl^'Vft&  due  t€^rd  to  the 
state  of  our  resources  and  the  existing  pr^iiie' of  toxatioD.  ■  '  ^ 

GBWrLBMEN  OF  TH*  CoUNCIA,;         .         <  ■  ^  '^  '    ;  • ' 

Mr.  SPEAKkR,  and  Gentlemen  OF  THE  Assembly,  ^ .^^^    .   ^| 

!  I>^lAy,oeo«rs  in  the  distribtition  or  the  Acts  *<yf  each^e^on;'by  whjcTi  Ibey  a^re  m  pp^r^ation 
Iqog  before  they  eim  be  made  Jmown  to  thej^ple;  or  plafced^'in-thehapd^  of  those  who  ad- 
minister them^^  Thi3  isasubjecit  of  genefalcK>mfil^iilt/ankl'a{;^peinrs''t«»'  tel '  Ur pithy 'of  jrou^ 
consideration.  /    i    :  '    -  ,    -   '.     *  .    i  '   i  •  -         '*        * 

The  state  of  the  roads  is^  another,  whidi  seems  to  deserve  atte(i|t)dn,'akitiiiay  be:  f^^ssiWle, 
that  tvithout  a  larger  outlay  than  the  present^  greater  p^rn^anenl^  beoi^fit  i^igb^  bt  iobtained 
by  a  more  systematic  use  of  the  funds  provided.  . .  ^  .,.   . .        .... 

I. am  informed  that,  in  sonie  parts  of  the  island,  gaming  is  a  spreading  vice,,  which  is  pro- 
ducing demoralizing  effects  on  tne  people.     I  therefore  brind^  tills  subject  to  your  noticcu 

I  wiU  not.detain  you  longer  &om  the  impol-tant  duties  whi^h  feiwrft  ydUj-i— your  discharge 
of  which  will^  I  confidently  expect,  redound  to  your  own  honour;  KfM(  prom6t^the'hapi)ities^. 
of  every  class  of  the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica.; 


(No.  4.) 


No.  14 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Rigbt  Hon,  Sir  C.  T.  Metcalfe,  , Bart,  , 

6-C,B.,  to  Lord  Stai4ley.  _  , 

Myliord,  .      Kiog'fi  Hoiwe,2©tfc  October,  184L 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  a  specimen  of  Sea  Island  Cotton  produced  in 
Jamaica,  far  the  most  part  cleaned^  but  asniail  porticm  in  pod. 

2,  This  is  a  sample  of  the  produce  of  die  first  attempt  to  restdfefo  Jamaica 'the 
cultivation  of  cotton ;  and  it  is  expected  that  neit  year  it  wHl  become  an  article  of 
export.     Mr.  H.  Gourgues  has  the  merit  of  tliis  undertaking. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley,  (Signed)  C.  T,  METCALPfe. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


(No.  38.) 


No.  15. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Stanley  to  the  Right  Hqn,  Sir  C.  T.    . 

Metcalfe,  Bart.,  GiCB.    ' 

Sir,  Doiming-street,  19th  Janitai-y,  1842. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatdi,  No.  4,  of  the  29th  October,  forwarding  a 
specimen  of  Sea  Island  Cotton  produced  in  Jamaica,  and  I  now  transmit,  for  youf 
information^  an  extract  of  an  opinion  of  the  committee  of  brokers  of  Liverpool  oii 
the  sample  submitted  to  their  inspection. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)  STANLEY. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  T.  Metcalfe,  Bart,  G.C.B., 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.l  5. 


Enclosure  in  No.  15. 


Sir, 


Office  of  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade, 
Whitehall,  17th  January,  1842. 
I  AM  directed  by  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade  to  transqiit 
to  you,  with  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  4th  December  last,  and  in  order  that  the  same  may 
be  laid  before  Lord  Stanley,  an  extract  of  an  opinion  of  the  committee  of  brokers  of  Liver- 
pool on  the  samples  of  cotton  grown  in  Jamaica  which  were  enclosed  in  your  said  letter. 

I  am>  &c. 
James  Stephenson,  Esq.,  (Signed)  John  George  Shaw  Lefgvre. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


(Extract.) 

**  The  sample  of  cotton  has  been  submitted  to  a  committee  of  brokere,  and  here  is  their 
Report. 

'*  *  Clean  and  well  got  up,  but  rather  speckled  with  brown  and  dead  bits.  Staple  rather 
uneven,  but  on  the  whole  long  and  strong ;  worth  to  day  Sd.  to  8^1.  per  lb.  If  any  quantity 
could  be  had  as  good  and  clean  as  this  sample  would  be  freely  used  at  the  above  price.' " 
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;\::iC6pr  of  a  !]C^SP^  fipm&e  Right  tiom>g»  0.  T/METdAtP^i  BaH.,  •  No.  le. 

My  Lord,  ^  •'f  ?^^.'?  H!^^s^*  ^s*  !^^overal)er, .  1 94;l . 

In  a  recenjt  cpiin(ixi\fnica|;|oa  t  .m^ 
djppOrtiinity  of  submittiiig  \tp.  ypur ,  JU^&b^  the  gEou<i(k  on  which  I  Considered 
myself  tql^ju^fiadiavf^^^  fi^mission  to  retite  from  the  government  of 

Jamsdca,  and  return  to  England  at  a  period  not  far  distant. 

,2*  Whcii;tiie  coffer  of  th6f  governorship  of  this  island  and  its  depend,enpi(?s  was 
conveyed  td  tn^  my  only  inducement  in  accepting  it  was  tl^e  hop^^  o^  rendf$nng 
some  service  to  my  conntry,  by  burning,  instr^m^ntal  In  id^e  ^eooncdliaiftoo  of  toe 
colony  with  the  mother  country.  ^    >: 

3.  "Ilmt  object  was  ji^ccQmplisbed; soon  afti^  my  arrt^  the  good  sinse  and 
^>od  feeling  of , the,  cokunstsy. who  readily  and  bordiully  met  the  conciliatory  disposi- 
tion which  it  was  my  duty  to  evince  towards  th^m. 

4.  The  next  subject  *^^^_!:*ig'^.t.?ft^^ifid  my  ^♦^^"ti^^i  was  the  unsatisfactory 
feeling  of  the  labouring  population  towards  their  employers.  This  has  naturally^ 
subsided  into  a  state  more  consistent  with  the  relations  of  the  parties^  and  there  i$ 
no  longer^  any  ground;of^nx^ety  on  ^^^ta^xountr  ;  ^i    .  j      i      / 

5.  Oth6r  dissensions  in  the  .  commimij:y^  whi^h .  grew  out  of  preceding  cir- 
cumstances, have  either  entirely,  or  in  a  great  degree  ceased,  and  order  and  h^r* 
mony^.with  tbeescceptbns  wMch  will  occasionally  occur  in  every  state  of  society, 
may  be  said  to  prisvail. 

6.  iThe  reform  of  thp  judicial  establishment  was  considered  by  Her  Maj^i^y*s 
GoyerQjxient  as  miQ^j^ect  of  esseotial  iQq>ortaoee,  and  was  likewise  desired  by  the 
local  Xfegi^lature^  That  measpre  has  been  carried  into  operation  with  every 
assurance  of  success,  at  a  ooosideri^ble  cost  to  the  island. 

7.  The  improvement  of  the  prisons  was  another  object  much  desired  by  Her 
Majesty's,  Gqwrmient.  ,The  local  Legislature  has  co-operated  aealously  and 
libmiliy  towards  it.  Means  have  been  provided  for  its  attainment  to  the  utmost 
extent  at  present  practicable.  JThe  reformj)f  aJl  the  .{urisons  is  a  work  of  too  great 
expense  to  be  pertbmied  at  once>  1but  it  is  in  progress ;  and  the  realization  of  all  - 
that  is  desirable  in  the  details  of  this  interesting  question  is  in  a  course  of  gradual 
accomplishment.     , 

8-  Man^  laws  Tiate  been  pas^  wi^h  a  view  to. meet  tjie  change  that  has  occurred 
in  the  social  relations  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony^  and  to  approximate  the  sta- 
tutes of  tl^s  cpunti^.  to^  those  of  England.  Although  the  business  of  legislation 
must  ever  be  one  of  inc0spant  advancement^  J  am  not  aware  of  any  pecuiito  matter 
immediately  pressing  that  remains  to  be  uaadertaken. 

9.  Of '  agncultural  prosperity  I  cannot  speak  with  any  certainty,  because  it 
depends  on  prices  at  home  and  on  circumstances  vfhkh  are  not  under  local  control ; 
but  the  prospect  as  to  the  crop  now  on  the  ground,  and  the  expected  produce  of  the 
great  staples  for  exportation  is  more  promising  than  that  of  any  season  for  many 
years  past. '  New  sources  of  wealth  m  the  production  of  silk  and  cotton^  and  the 
extraction  of  copper  have  been  called  into  action^  but  have  not  reached  a  state  of 
certainty,  and  cannot  therefore  be  regarded  as  securely  established.  The  articles 
which  yield  most  profit  will  naturally  be  those  most  cultivated,  which  is  the  reason, 
combined  with  the  scantiness  of  populatioUi  why  the  exports  of  Jamaica  are  so  few. 
Commercial  interests  have  suffered,  partly  from  over  trading  on  excessive  credits 
suddenly  withdrawn,  and  partly  from  the  disturbed  state  ot  affairs  in  the  South 
American  state  of  New  Urenada ;  but  it  is  supposed  that  the  worst  has  passed, 
and  that  trade  is  likely  to  revive.  These  are  matters  which  the  executive  govern- 
ment can  hardly  influence. 

10.  With  respect  to  the  labouring  populatioa>  formerly  slaves,  but  now  perfectly 
free,  and  more  independent  than  the  same  class  in  other  free  countries,  I  venture  to 
say,  that  in  na  country  in  the  world  can  the  labouring  population  be  more  abundantly 
provided  with  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life,  more  at  their  ease,  or  more  secure 
from  oppression  than  in  Jamaica ;  and  I  may  add  that  ministers  of  the  Gospel  for  their 
religious  instruction,  and  schools  for  the  education  of  their  children  are  established 
in  all  parts  of  the  idand  with  a  tendency  to  constant  increase,  although  the  present 
reduction  of  the  Mico  schools  is  a  temporary  drawback. 

11.  Under  all  these  circumstances,  as  the  peculiar  state  of  Jamaica  at  the  time 
was  my  only  inducement  for  coming  here,  and  as  I  have  never  wished  to  remain 
longer  than  might  seem  to  be  necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  important  objects 
which  present^  themselves,  I  trust  that  the  expression  of  my  wish  to  be  relieved 
will  not  be  deemed  inconsistent  with  the  sense  of  duty  that  brought  me  to  this  post. 
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JAUlklOA*  12.  It  is  far  from  my  intention  to  repreaent  that  there  is  not  ample  arid  nobh 

/^"^  employment  left  for  my  sufceasOTS*    There  is  a  great  fi^  fer  eontmua^  imp^ve^ 

ment.  The  country  has  vast  resources  yet  undeveloped.  A  larger  population  of 
Africans  for  labour-  in  the  low  lands  is  requisite  ;  and  the  establishment  of  a  fopur 
lafion  of  Europeans  in  the  high  lands  is  highly  desirable.  Capital^  which  in  despair 
of  adequate  profit  has  been  withdrawn,  will  require  increasing  enferprize  and 
success  to  tempt  it  to  resort  hither.  To  secure  and  maintain  Ae  affection  bf  th6 
colony  towards  the  mother  country — to  promote  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
island,  and  the  happiness  of  its  inhabitants,  will  form  a  task  of  high  interest  and 
importance,  the  progress  of  which  cannot  fail  to  be  attended  with  lieartfelt  grati- 
fication, but  its  perfect  fulfilment  can  only  be  the  work  of  time. 

13.  Hopinr  that  my  retirement  will  ha/re  your  Lordship's  sanction,  I  take  the 
liberty  of  addmg  that  I  should  be  glad  to  be  relieved  about  the  middle  of  April, 
fls  the  voyage  across  the  Atlantfcis  likely  to  be  favouiible  at  tbat  season,  and  my 
arrival  in  England  would  probably  take  place  at  a  time  of  the  year  better  suited 
than  the  winter  months  to  those  who  come  firom  a  tropical  climate.  Should  there 
be  any  obstacle  to  the  arrival  of  my  successor  at  that  period,  and  your  Lordship 
would  permit  me  to  make  over  the  government  at  such  time  |is  I  might  find  most 
convenient  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  you  may  be  assured,  from  Sir  William 
Gomm's  character,  {U)ility,  judgment,  and  local  knowlcdgej  that  no  detriment  to  the 
public  service  could  ^rise  from  that  arrangement.  In  proposing  with  so  much 
freedom  these  particular  details  for  my  personal  convenience,  I  rely  on  your  Lord- 
ship's indulgence  ;  and  beg  leave  at  the  same  time  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  cheer- 
fully conform  as  in  duty  bound  to  any  other  that  you  may  deem  more  expedient  for 
the  public  service. 

14.  Anticipating  your  Lordship's  absent  to  the  main  purpose  ^f  this  communi- 
cation, I  beg  permission  to  request  that  you  will  at  such  time  as  you  may  judge  to 
be  proper,  lay  at  the  foot  of  the  Throne  my  humble  and  dutiful  resignation  of  the 
office  with  wnich  Her  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to  honour  me  in  the  admi- 
nistration of  this  government. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley,  I  have^  &c. 

&c.        &€•        &c  (Signed)        C  T.  METCALFE. 

(No.  36.)  No.  17. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Stanley  to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  T. 

Metcalfe,  Bart.,  G.C.B. 
Sir,  Downing-street,  14A  January,  1842. 

No.  17.  The  terms  of  your  Despatch,  No.  8,  of  the  1st  November,  are  such  as  to 

preclude  the  hope,  which  would,  in  other  circumstances  have  induced  me  to  postpone 
my  present  communication,  that  you  might  still  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  con- 
tinue for  a  time  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  and  to  Jamaica  the  benefit  of 
services  which  you  have  rendered  with  so  much  credit  to  yourself  and  so  much 
^vantage  to  the  colony  over  which  you  preside. 

I  have  therefore  felt  it  my  duty  not  to  incur  the  inconvenience  of  an  unnecessary 
delay,  and^  although  with  very  sincere  regret,  have  laid  your  resignation  before  the 
Queen,  by  whom  it  has  been  graciously  accepted ;  and  I  have  at  the  same  time 
received  Her  Majesty's  commands  to  convey  to  you  the  expression  of  Her 
Majesty's  high  approbation  of  the  ability  and  judgment  with  which  you  have  per- 
formed the  important  duties  entrusted  to  you.  I  have  it  not  in  my  power  at 
present  to  announce  to  you  the  appointment  of  your  successor,  but  I  hope  to  be 
enabled  to  do  so  before  very  long,  adverting  to  your  own  expressed  desii-e  to  be 
relieved  by  the  middle  of  April,  and  to  the  convenience  to  your  successoi*  of 
arriving  before  the  great  heats  of  sununer  set  in.  I  am  afraud,  however,  that  I 
cannot  concur  in  the  arrangement  which  you  propose  for  placing  the  temporary 
administration  in  the  hands  of  Sir  W.  Gomm,  that  officer  having  basn  appointed,  as 
you  are  probably  aware,  to  a  military  command  at  home,  from  whicli  it  is  desirable 
thaft  he  should  not  be  long  absent. 

I  have  derived  great  pleasure  from  the  improved  and  generally  satisfactory 
report  of  the  a£Fairs  of  the  colony  which  you  were  enabled  to  transmit  in  your 
Despatch  of  the  1st  November ;  and  I  am  only  doing  you  justice  in  acknowled^bog 
most  wUlingly  how  much  this  state  of  things  is  to  be  attributed  to  your  able  and 
judicious  administration*  I  am,  &c. 


The  Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  T.  Metcalfe,  Bart.,  G.C 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


gigned)  STANLEY. 
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Copt  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  C-  T,  Metcalfe/ Bart^  G.C.B. 

to  Lom  Stanley. 

My  Lord,  King  s  Hoi^e,  3rd  December^  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  all  the  half-yearly  Agricultural  Reports  received 
since  the  last  Despatch  of  similar  documents. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley,  (Signed)  C.  T.  METCALFE, 

&c.  &e,  &;€• 


A  ScBEDiJi;;^  of  Africultural  Reports,  racelred  from  Stipendttiy  MogittnteB  and  Senior  Magistrates 

of  Pariflhes,  for  the  Year  1841. 
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Enclosure  1^  in  No.  18. 


Sir, 


JAMAKMU 

No.  18. 


Buff  Bay,  St.  George's,  1st  December,  1841. 
I  HAVR  the*  honour  to  forward  die  following  Report  on  the  agricultural  prospects  of 
ifaiB  parish,  aa  reqwrad  by  tha  Qrcabr  Letter  of  his  Excellency  the  GroT^*nor,  No.  994,  dated 
the  1st  Au^,  1840. 

This  panab>  usually  very  wet,  has  not  suffered  &om  ndn  this  year.  The  sjpriog  and  summer 
ware  remarkably  fine,  and  our  autumnal  rains  did  not  commance  tiU  the  middk  of  October.  The 
prospects  of  the  siigar  plants  are  very  good,  and  th^e  is  every  favourable  appearance  for  the 
crops  of  the  neitt,  as  well  as  those  of  tne  present  year. 

'rhe  heavy  rains,  accompanied  by  veir  severe  squalls  of  wind,  have,  I  regret  to  say,  done 
much  injury  to  the  coffee  plantations.  The  crops  was  first  ripe,  and  picking  had  commenced, 
'when  the  severity  of  the  weather  destroyed  one-half  of  the  berries^  blowing  them  from  tlie 
tvees. 

I  am  glad  to  observe  that  there  has  been  no  want  of  persons  to  take  in  the  crop,  on  the 
coffee  properties  in  this  parish ;  but  on  sugar  estates  the  want  of  continuous  labour  is  severely 
felt  The  low  price  of  land,  (about  three  pounds  sterling  per  acre,)  has  induced  a  great 
proportion  of  the  labouring  population  to  purchase;  and  the  cultivation  of  their  own  freeholds, 
at  the  present  high  rate  of  ground  provisions,  is  very  lucrative. 

No  villages  have  as  yet  been  formed  in  St.  Gveorce;  though  the  climate  of  the  mountains, 
and  tba  fertility  of  the  soil  render  it  a  most  esceUent  situation  for  the  location  of  European 
immigrants.  The  vicinity,  too,  to  the  Kingston  market,  (about  15  miles  from  the  high 
lands)  is  pecuhaiiy  favourable  to  settlers.  African  immigration,  when  tried,  has  succeeded 
remarkably  well. 

There  has  been  no  nevr  feature  in  ike  state  of  education,  since  the  last  report  was  transmitted. 
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24  PAPERS  RELATIVE  tO  THE 

lAUAlCk.        I  fear  that  the  school^  hitherto  supported  by  the  Messrs  Mitchell  of  Loodoo,  on  their  For 
^— ^  Stewart  estate,  will  now  be  abandoned  for  want  of  funds. 

Crime  is  by  no  means  on  the  increase.  The  appointment  of  the  chairmen  of  the  courts  of 
Quarter  Session,  already  appears  to  have  produced  a  beneficial  effect,  which  will,  I  have  no 
doubt,  lead  to  a  diminution  of  crime  generally. 

Captain  J.  M.  Higginaon,  I  have,  &c. 

&c.     &c.     &c.  Wm.  Hewttt. 

Enclosure  2,  in  No.  18. 

Agricultural  Rbport. 

Parish  of  Port  Royal,  August,  .1841. 
End.  S,  in  No.  18.  In  my  last  Report,  I  stated  how  much  this  parish  had  sufiered  by  the  long  and  parching 

droughts,  and  whico  had  made  the  coffee  crop  later  bv  two  months  than  usual ;  how  far  this 
will  effect  the  next,  must  depend  alto^etiiier  upon  the  seasons.  The  blossom  which  should 
have  been  out  in  May,  is  only  now  makmg  its  appearance,  and  it  is  but  reasonable  to  infer 
that  the  crop  will  be  late  again  next  year.  The  May  rains  set  in  the  latter  end  of  that  month 
with  refreshing  showers,  but  was  soon  followed  by  a  deluge  which  continued  without  inter- 
mission for  ten  days;  fortunately  it  subsided  in  time,  or  vast  damage  would  have  ensued  from 
the  loose  fertile  soil  of  which  this  parish  is  composed,  and  the  great  declivity  of  the  fields. 

Wages  continue  the  same,  varying;  from  one  shilling  to  one  shilling  and  sixpence  per  day  on 
ordinary  plantation  work ;  the  pickmg  season  is  the  labouter*s  harvest,  he  is  then*  enabled  &r 
a  short  time  to  earn  frotn  two  to  three  shillings  pel*  d^,  but  which  gradually  declines  to  its 
former  level,  the  shilling. 

Rents  remain  as  before,  each  inmate  of  a  family,  who  can  work,  being  charged  at  the  rate  of 
one  day*s  labour  per  week;  double  rents  have  been  kept  down  by  the  amendmeni  to  the 
Petty  Debt 'Act,  passed  la^t  S^sipn,  making  it  impers^tive  on  parties  suing,  to  shoyv  that  such 
terms  were  bv  the  express  agreement  of  lancUord  anid  tenant. 

Small  freeholds  have  commenced  in  this  parish  by  the  sale  of  "  Mavis  Bank,**  a  worn  out 
coffee  plantation,  which,  th^  are  cutting  up  into  lots  suitable  to  the  peasantry,  and  which  are 
eagerly  purchased  by  the  negroes  at  from  nve  to  six-pounds  sterling,  per  acre.  The  Wesleyans 
have  built  a  temporary  chapel  there,  which  is  crowded  to  excess.  The  Baptists  are  also  about 
to  build  there. 

There  are  no  schools  at  present  in  this  parish,  l)ut'  the  Wesleyaii  Missioncuy  Society  are 
goinff  to  opert  one  near  their  chapel. 

The  negrbes  in  this  parish  have  begun  to  migrate.  Two  plantations — ^*  Strawbwiy  Hill**  and 
"  Westphalia'* — ^have  lost  the  greater  part  of  their  labourers,  who  have  gone  into  St.  Mary*s, 
on  the  north  side  of.  the  island*  The  principal  inducement  seems  to  be  the  great  fertiHty  of 
the  land  there  for  raising  provisions,  of  which  thb  parish  is  almost  destitute,  for  even  in  the 
most  favourable  seasona  they  can  scarcely  raise  sufficient  to  support  their  families. 

The  anniversary  of  freedom  to  the  negros  was  followed  by  a  fortnight*s  holidays,  for  which 
preparations  had  been  made  by  the  planters,  so  that  they  suffered  litUe  or  no  inconvenience  by 
It,  and  I  am  happy  to  say^the  conduct  of  the  pea^ffimtfy  during  that  time  was  most  peaceable 
and  orderly.  '       *  H.  Kent,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


*  '     ]     '     *  Enclosure  3i  in  No.  18. 

Agricultural.  Report.  •     . 

*  •     '  '   ParUh  of  St.  David's,  1st  October,  1841. 
Sncl.  3,  in  No.  18.              1"^^  parish  is  und^r  the  cultivation  of  bdth  coffee  and  sugar ;  the  former  predominates, 

although  there  are  k>nie  vei^  extensive  sugar  estates  in  the  lower  part  of  the  parish. 

Tlie  crops  have  been  got  m  without  any  trouble :  the  returns  of  coffee  will  prove  miore  flian 
an  average ;  and  the  surar,  although  deficient  of  wha.t  was  made  during  the  pressing  times 
of  the  apprenticeship,  wiTl  be  found  to  be  on  the  increase. 

As  respects  the  future  prospects  of  the  planter,  I  see  no  reason  to  despond ;  only  let  him 
pursue  a  conciliatory  system,  and  all  will  go  on  well ;  there  is  every  disposition  on  the  part  of 
the  negro  to  work,  if  treated  fairly,  but  the  present  system  of  blending  wages  and  rent  is  the 
bane  to  the  cultivation  of  this  colony. 

Wages  vary  from  one  shilling  to  one  shilling  and  sixpence  per  day ;  few,  however,  are  em« 
ployed  but  by  the  job  or  task- work ;  many  disputes  follow  on  the  settlement  of  their  accounts, 
from  the  extent  of  the  fields  not  being  properly  defined,  and  the  negro  not  clearly  compre- 
bending  the  acre.  Carpenters  and  masons  are  paid  from  two  shillings  to  two  shillings  and 
sixpence  per  day ;  sawyers  at  the  rate  of  nine  pounds  twelve  shillings  per  thousand  feet  for 
hardwood,  and  seven  pounds  four  shillings  for  cedar. 

Rent  continues  to  be  charged  each  inmate  of  a  family ;  and  if  any  of  them  presume  to  go 
to  a  neighbouring  property  to  work,  a  policeman  is  immediately  sent  afler  them  with  a  sum« 
mons  to  attend  at  the  court-house,  where  they  are  saddled  with  vexatious  costs :  so  soon  as 
the  n^o  learns  his  true  position,  he  will  remedy  this,  by  migration. 

Small  freeholds  are  being  established  in  two  or  three  situations  in  this  parish,  but  it  will 
require  time  to  ascertain  whether  it  will  lessen  or  give  increased  labour  to  the  estates.  These 
people  begin  to  understand  the  value  of  coffee  by  planting  it  in  their  newly -acquired  fields. 

The  Baptist  Missionary  Society  are  forming  a  settlement  at  Jallah's  Bay,  wnere  they  have 
built  a  chapel  and  school-house,  and  are  laymg  out  a  township  designated  "  Knightsville;'* 
this  is  the  only  school  that  I  am  aware  of  in  the  parish. 

Crimes  of  a  serious  nature  do  not  prevail  amongst  the  emancipated  class ;  instances  will 
occur  of  petty  thefts,  and  such  like  offences,  which  will  diminish  as  education  diffuses  itself. 

H.  Kent,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 
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Sir>'  '    .    -.   :King^Ho06e>  l«UtOotaber/iS4l'  — 

, '  "JLfnt  fonJinueViq.ie  ^  .'.  . "   ^^*  6ktract  frotn  yofnrAgrieiifturir  Report  for  the 

inmate  of  a  famuy ';  and  if  any  of  them  pdVilli  of  St.  Davrd^  transcribed  5n  the  niar^ri  appear&rg 
presume  to  go  to  a  neighbouring  pro-  to  the  Governor  to  be  susc«*pf  ibl^  of  a  double  iliterpretation, 
§£^%:ttci.S  I  am  desired  to  request  that  you  .rairexpkit.  tHe  m«.iog 

to  a(ten¥at  theiourt-house,  whenlhfiy  which  you  intend  to  convey. 

arc  saddled  with  vexatious  costs :  so^  .  The  extract,  without  further  explanation,  may  be  inter- 
soon  as  the  negro  learns  his  true  posi-' preted  either  Into  a  very  serious  charge  against  the  pro- 
tion,  he  wm  remedy  this,  by  migralion."  prietaryoHhepttl^lJh  ^nerally— that  of  attempting  to  force 
labioiir'by  *T^^(n4sske  siiidYcxatibiis  tneians,  or  merely  that  the  landlords  exercise  the  legal  right 
iof  suJttg  a  deMbUihg  t^narttfor  refnt  due. 


"Henry  Kent,  Esq'. 
*  SWp^diary  Magistrate,  Si,  David**.* 


I  l^ver&c; 
(Signed)  J.  M.  HiGOiwsoK,  "Secretary. 


(True  Copy) 


iGGiNSO^i,  Secretary. 


Sir,  Robert^eW,  Parish  of  Port  Royal,  «5lhOdldber.l«4l. 

1  HAVE^  the  honour  to' acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Tetter  of  the'lSth  instant^  No. 
1148,  ci^ling,  upon  me  t^  explain  the  following  clause  in  my  Agricultural  Report  foj:  the 
p^rj^  of  St.  t)avid'»,  viz.: — 

.  ^^  B<^iit  jQQiitiaues  to  be  cbarged  each  iiuniUe  of  a  family ;  and  if  any  of  them  presume  to  ^  to  a 
neighbouring  properly  to  work,  a  policeman  is  immediately  seot  afler  them  with  a  summons  to  attend 
at  th^^^c^iMt'^tou^.when  tkey  are  saddled  with  vexatious  costs :  so  soon  as  the  nie gro  learns  his  true 
ppsitJon>  tie  )vlu  remedy  thisj  by, migration." 

..  I  ,bav«  iM^  to.^^ta.ihat*  from  what  I  can  observe,  .few  of  the  negroes  appear  to  work  on 
•U^^e^atea  wb«r0.Utt|y.i§ur?  tenanted,  which, proceeds  from,  two  causes:  on  some  estates,  tjie 
managers  hold  out  against  the  wages  demanded  by  their  own  people,  although  in  the  end 
cf^n^pdUd  tfilfpfm^i^AoflXr^fffm;  .^nd  on  otjher.prc^^i^  the  ivegroes  prefer  to  go  out  Jobbing, 
to  avoid  the  disputes  which  so  frequently  follow  on  the  settlement  of  th^ir  accounts,  u'om  the 
^l^xipgtup.of  wnt -with  wages i- this, iiwjongruoiw  state  of  things  produces  a  great  d^jal  of 
Jbickering  and  ill-feeling  betw^n  ma3ter  and  ma^i;  and  to  these  discordant  principles  nobay,  in 
a  .g^^At  measure,  be  attribuXed  that  want  of  ooniinuous  labour  so  much  complained  of.  .  Can 
4grJ^uU^r^  be  carried  on  auocessfuUy  in  any  country  with  a  limited  popuration>  where  the 
labourers  are.to  1h>  seen  crossing  each  oth9r,Qn  the  roajds,  seeking  employment  from  the  causes 
I  h^e  stated  ?  .  _ 

^ ,,  J  fiirould  ^further  remark  th^t,  in  .ipany  instances,  wh^i  the  labourer,  After  a  difierence  with 
;bi^.py«;rfear>  ba$  gpo^  to  ^.neighbouring  property  and  engaged. in  a  contrapt,  he  has  beeix  vex- 
at^jualy  c^Ue^  ou^firA^mr  it  )>y  f  sppifnons  to  the  court-house,  for  a  trifling  arrearage  of  rent ; 
thereby  inflicting  a  threefold  injury  on  the  man :  first,  by  the  loss  of  his  time  in  a  long  journey 
to  the  court-house ;  secondly,  by  Qosts  of  suit  (which  there  could  be  no  necessity  for)  ;  and, 
thirdly,  by  leaving  an  opening  for  the  party  he  had  contracted  with  to  say  that  he  had  vitiated 
his  contract. 

It  is,  however,' but  te&t  \ti  ttie  to  state  that,  on  some  of  the  properties,  I  know,  from  the 
people  themselves,  that  they  tare  kindly  treated ;  but  on  many  it  is  far  otherwise,  and  cannot 
fail  in  the  end  to  terminate  ruinously  to  those  parties,  by  the  migration  of  their  people,  and 
the  depopulation  cf  the  parish.  ' 

•         '  I  have,  &c. 

H.  Kbi9T>  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 
J.  M.  Higginsen,  Esq. 
«rt.      &c.      &c. 


,    .,  Enclosure  4.  in  Na  18. 

Str,  Morant  Bay,  4th  October,  l&ll. 

In  my  last  Report  which  Ihad  the  honour  to  transmit  on  the  26th  September,  1840,  End.  4,  in  No.  18. 
I  stated  that  the  severe  drought  which  had  prevailed  nearly  up  to  that  period,  and  the  serious 
injury  which  the  cultivation  of  many  estates  had  sustained  thereby  had  created  a  very  general 
apprehension  that  the  crop  would  fall  infinitely  below  the  estimate  which  had  been  previously 
eAteitatned  of  its  result.  I  am  happy,  however,  now  to  state  that  the  injury  which  was  said  to 
hfeive  been  itiflicted  on  the  plants,  appears  not  to  have  been  extensive,  and  that  the  crop  which 
t^mdnated  on  the  1st  August,  is  fully  one  third  larger  than  that  of  last  year. 

The  rates  of  wages  both  for  field  and  manufacturing  occupations,  have  not  altered  since  my 
last  Heport,  neither  has  there  been  any  diminution  in  the  supply  of  labour. 

The  establishment  of  independent  freeholds  is  progressing,  and  the  desire  to  possess  them 
prevails  generally, 

d'n  reference  to'  crime,  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  increasing,  and  although  an  un- 
usual number  of  prisoners  were  convicted  at  the  two  last  courts  of  Quarter  Sessions,  it  must  be 
recollected  that  many  oflFences  that  were  formerly  tried  at  Petty  Sessions,  are  now  sent  to  the 
Quarter  Sessions. 
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JAMAICA.  There  are  many  schools  in  this  parish,  and  the  advantages  of  education  are  Btill  sought  after 

by  the  peasantry. 

In  reference  to  the  effect  of  small  independent  freeholds  on  the  supply  of  steady  labour^  and 
the  condition  of  the  new  interior  towns  and  villages,  I  have  nothing  at  present  to  add  to  the 
opinion  I  have  already  given  on  this  point. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  to  state  that  active  preparations  have  been  made  for  the  next  crop,  and 
the  fine  seasons  which  this  parish  has  been  favoured  with,  afford  the  most  certain  prospect  of 
an  abundant  return. 

I  have,  &c. 
Captain  J.  M.  Higginson,  (Signed)  D,  Ewart. 

&c.     &c.     &c. 


Enclosure  5,  in  No,  18. 

Sir,  St.  Andrew,  22nd  October,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  my  Agricultural  Report  of  this  parish. 
End.  5,  in  No.  18.  1st.  The  price  of  labour,  generally,  appears  to  be  for  able  workers,  one  shilling  and  sixpence 
sterling  per  day,  lessening  as  the  inability  of  the  person  may  be,  to  one  shilling.  A  consi- 
derable portion,  however,  of  tlie  work  of  plantations,  is  undertaken  by  the  piece  or  job,  a  mode 
which  is  becoming  in  very  general  use.  There  is  no  regulated  charge  for  this  description  of 
labour,  it  is  subject  to  such  a  variety  of  incidental  circumstances,  but  I  understand  that  the  la- 
bourers frequently  earn  at  this  description  of  work,  from  three  to  four  shillings  sterling  per 
day ;  this  is  doubtless  accomplished  by  great  bodily  exertion,  and  could  not  possibly  be  con- 
tinuous. I  have  not  understood  that  any  difficulty  was  experienced  m  procuring  labour  during 
the  current  year.  I  must,  however,  observe,  that  until  of  late,  the  extreme  dry  state  of  the 
weather  had  almost  stopped  cultivation  on  the  sugar  estates,  and  labour  was  therefore  in  very 
limited  demand,  but  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  both  the  plough  and  manual  labour 
are  in  ingorous  use  at  this  moment,  throughout  the  sugar  districts,  to  prepare  the  cane  fields 
for  renewed  cultivation,  under  the  most  propitious  circumstanees  possible,  arising  from  th^ 
rapid  vegetation  produced  by  delightfully  refreshing  rains  of  late. 

2nd.  The  quantity  of  produce  realized  4ipon  the  sugar  estatefs  this  year,  under  the  influence 
of  such  uiipi^ecedented  drought,  must,  as  a  natural  consequence^  be  very  inconsiderable,  and 
the  losses  sustained  by  many  proprietors  are,  I  believe,  most  severely  felt,  a  great  portion  of 
the  canes  having  been  lost  on  some  of  the  estates. 

It  is,  however,  some  consolation  to  be  able  to  state,  that  the  coffee  plantations  escaped  this 
visitation,  and  have,  from  all  I  can  learn,  yielded  tolerably  fair  average  returns ;  the  mountains 
in  which  these  plantations  are  situated,  being  natiurally  much  more  fitvoured  with  rain  than 
the  valleys  immediately  below  them. 

3rd.  1  he  progress  of  the  rural  population  in  establishing  thenaselves  as  independent  settlers 
is  undoubtedly  considerable.  This  circumstance  must  in  some  degree  interrupt  the  regular 
supply  of  labour  to  the  larger  estates,  but  as  yet  I  have  not  heard  many  complaints  on  this 
bead,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  the  want  of  capital  is  the  greatest  draw*back.  The  new  interior 
towns  or  villages  created  since  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  this  parish,  exhibit  little  or  no  orga- 
nization or  arrangement,  they  are  rather  to  be  considered  as  farm  settlements,  in  three  or  four 
dbtricts  where  land  can  be  procured  with  the  least  difficulty,  each  individual  taking  up  such  a 
position  as  suits  his  own  views  and  circumstances.  The  lands  thus  occupied  are  generally  of 
an  inferior  description,  but  the  people  buy  and  rent  them  readily,  in  the  former  case  they  pay 
on  an  average  about  five  pounds  sterling  per  acre,  and  in  the  latter  one  pound  per  acre,  per 
annum.  These  settlements  are  cultivated  with  much  care  and  industry,  and  no  ordinary  de- 
gree of  tact ;  in  many  instances  the  sugar  canes  and  coffee  trees  are  to  be  seen  in  a  tolerably 
forward  state,  with  vegetables  of  every  description,  arrow-root  and  fruits  in  great  abundance. 
I  am  not  aware,  however,  that  these  new  settlers,  on  an  average,  occupy  more  than  from  two 
to  three  acres  of  land,  which  being  generally  of  an  inferior  description,  affords  but  a  limited 
field  for  enterprize.  It  is  common  anM>ng  them  to  make  sufficient  su^ar  for  family  use,  express- 
ing the  cane  juice  by  means  of- a  simple  wooden  press,  ^nd  boiling  it  in  the  common  kitchen 
utensils.  The  retail  commerce  with  which  the  population  of  this  parish  are  identified,  is  ex- 
clusively confined  to  Kingston,  as  it  has  been  in  former  times.  I  cannot  therefore  think  that 
the  change  in  the  condition  of  the  people,  or  their  locations,  has  had  any  effect  upon  the 
internal  retail  commerce  of  the  colony,  the  effect  it  might  produce  on  that  description  of  trade, 
in  so  extensive  a  mercantile  city  as  Kingston  b,  would  be  difficult  to  ascertain. 

Education  among  the  children  in  the  rural  districts  appears  to  be  forwarded  by  the  cjaUb-* 
lishment  of  about  thirteen  schools,  distributed  to  smt  the  convenience  of  this  class  of  persons^ 
six  of  the  schools  are,  I  believe,  under  the  control  of  the  lord  bishop  and  vestry,  the  remainder 
are  under  the  different  dissenting  ministers,  and  the  London  Missionary  Society.  I  understand 
that  these  schools  are  all  well  attended. 

4th.  Crime,  I  am  happy  to  state,  is  on  the  decrease,  and  is  confined  to  the  minor  degnm. 
.  This  parish  being  contiguous  to  the  very  populous  city  of  Kingston,  is  frequently  infested  by 
prowlers  at  night,  who  come  in  quest  of  poultry,  and  other  petty  plunder.  This  description  of 
crime  is  the  most  conspicuous  in  our  courts  of  retty  Sessions,  the  other  matters  tried  in  thtose 
courts  are  chiefly  assaults  (most  of  which  are  confined  to  the  negro  population),  trespasses,  and 
petty  debts ;  the  latter  occasionally  for  rent  differences  between  the  newly-emancipated  people 
and  their  employers,  are,  I  am  happy  to  say,  of  very  rare  occurrence. 
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In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  observe,  that  the  conduct  of  the  rural  population  is  orderly  and       JAMAICA 
peaceable.  -*— 

I  hare,  &c. 
Captain  J.  M.  Higginson,  (Signed)  R.  Dalt, 

&c.     &c.     &c.  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Enclosure  6,  in  No.  18. 

Pariah  of  Portland, 
Sir,  Parish  Antonio,  14th  October.  1841. 

In  obedience  to  your  Circular,  No.  1092,   I  have  tlie  honour  to  report  for  the  informal    End.  6,  in  No.  is. 
tion  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  the  progress  of  agriculture  in  this  parish  is  highly 
satisfactory,  whether  we  look  at  the  result  of  the  present  year's  crop  of  the  stapteartiicla 
sugar,  or  the  preparations  now  making  for  the  ensuing  crop. 

By  a  return  now  before  me,  the  particulars  of  which  I  have  obtained  from  the  managers  of 
estates,  it  appears  that  a  great  increase  has  taken  place  in  thi<i  year's  crops  as  compared  with 
the  last,  and  a  much  greater  increase  is  confidently  expected  next  year,  extensive  preparations 
lor  which  I  observe  progressing  rapidly  on  every  side. 

It  further  appears  by  a  return  of  the  exports  from  thisf)ort  during  the  past  and  the  present 
yvars,  that  the  anKHint  of  the  latter  is  double  the  former.  Respecting  this  r6tum,  which  I 
obtained  from  the  Cuistom-house,  I  beg  to  observe  that  a  great  part  of  the  produce  made  in 
tto  parish  b  sent  to  Kingston,  and  does  not  appear  in  the  amount  of  exports  from  this  port, 
ther^re  the  Custom-house  return  showing  the  exports  from  this  port  cannot  be  taken  as  a 
eorrect  account  of  the  amount  of  produce  made  in  this  parish. 

g^  The  price  of  field  labour  is  from  one  shilling  to  one  shiliing  and  three-pence  per  day,  for 
able^-bodied  labourers;  the  young,  aged,  and  weakly perssons  who  labour,  are  paid  lower  m 
proportion.  Bat  almost  edl  labour  is  performed  in  this  parish  by  the  job,  at  or  about  the 
following  rates : — 

£.  ^.  d. 
Cleaning  and  lining  the  land  from  4«.  to  8*.  per  acre,  say  8^.     .      .x    0    8    0 

Digging  into  cane-holes,  ditto 380 

Throwing  dung,  ditto  .      ...  ...  ...-0120 

Planting  the  canes,  ditto ..0120 

Cleaning  and  moulding  the  canes,  from  9^.  to  12*.  per  acre;  this 

operation  is  generally  required  three  times,  say  12« 1   16     0 

Trashing  ditto,  from  8^.  to  \0s.  ditto,  ditto  three  times,  say  at  10^\  .      1   10     0 

Cutting  and  carrying  fuel-wood  for  the  coppers 0  10     0 

Cutting,   carrying,   and  manufacturing  into  sugar  per  hogshead  of 

20cwt 340 


Cost  of  planting,  cultivating,  and  manufacturing  into  sugar  an  acre  of 

canes,  supposing  it  to  yield  one  hogshead  of  sugar       ....    12     0     0 

An  acre  of  ordinary  land  will  yield  on  an  average  one  hogshead  and  a  quarter,  or  25  cwt. 
of  sugar,  from  ^'  plants,"  or  the  first  crop  of  canes ;  but  two-thirds  at  least  of  the  cane  land  in 
cultivation  on  every  estate  are  "  ratoons,"  or  the  second  crop  of  canes,  wlucb  are  cultivated  at 
the  following  rates : — 

£.    *.   (L 

Turning  trash  per  acre 050 

Weeding  and  mouldmg  ditto 0  14     0 

Cleaning  ditto  • 0     II     0 

Trashing  two  times,  at  10«.  and  8^.  ditto.  .•...«••  0  18  0 
Fuel-wood  for  the  coppers  suflScieut  to  boil  one  hogshead  of  sugar  .  0  10  0 
Cutting,  carrying  and  manufacturings  into  sugar>  per  boghead  ..340 

Cost  of  cultivating  and  manufacturing  into  sugar  an  acre  of  *'  ratoon  '* 

canes,  supposing  it  to  yield  one  hogshead  of  sugar  of  20  cwt.       .600 

Allowing  one  acre  of  **  plant"  for  every  two  acres  of  "  ratoons,**  every  acre  cultivated  in 
this  manner,  on  the  most  moderate  calculation,  will  give  on  an  average  one  hogshead  of 
fltigar ;  therefore  the  oost  of  a  hogshead,  or  20  cwt.  of  sugar  to  the  planter  amounts  ta  the  sam 
of  eight  pounds. 

And  Airther,  the  planter  expects,  and  generally  realizes,  a  pnncbeon  of  rum  from  the 
SBolastes.  and  othei*  *^  sweets  "  obtained  in  the  course  of  the  manufacture  of  everjr  twn  hogS' 
heads  of  sugar.  The  rum  is  distilled  by  day-labour;  two  persons  are  generally  emplo]^ 
at  this  work  during  crop.  I  have  calculated  the  cost  of  this  work  on  several  estates,  and  I 
find  that  it  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  pound  per  puncheon  of  90  or  120  gallons. 

Labour  at  the  above  rates  is  easily  procured,  and  may  be  had  continuously,  except  at 
eertain  svasons,,  when  the  labourers  are  employed  planting  their  ground  provisions  (a  descrip- 
tion of  produce  that  isext^isivdy  cultivated  here,  and  great  quantities  of  which  are  shsppad 
lO' Falmouth  and  other  places),  and  at  the  holidays  of  Christmas,  Easter,  and  the  first  day  of 
August,  which  I  regret  to  say  are  in  many  instances  uselessly  and  very  improperly  prolouMl 
to  lengthened  periods.  It  is  true  that  some  managers  complain  of  the  difficulty  of  obtainrag 
labour,   and  attribute  the  circumstance  to  indoience  and  the  independent   situation  of  the 
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JAMAICA.        labourers;  but  I  find  that  on  other  estates  in  their  initnecUate  neighbourhood,  where  the 

labourers  are  no  better  disposed,  and  equally  independent,  no  such  complaint  exists.     And 

indeed  the  labourers  so  complained  of  are  generally  to  be  found  exerting  their  industry  on 
some  neighbouring  estate,  owing  to  some  real  or  supposed  grievance  they  experience  at  home. 
In  short,  it  is  my  opinion  that  much  depends  on  the  manager ;  if  he  is  himself  an  industrious 
person,  and  his  personal  attention  is  directed  to  the  property  under  his  charge  (which  in  many 
instances  is  not  the  case,  owing  to  various  causes),  and  he  is  supplied  with  the  means  to  pay 
the  labourers  punctually  and  promptly,  he  will  experience  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  labour 
in  this  parish.  A  reference  to  the  management  of  particular  properties  would  more  clearly 
illustrate  this  subject. 

The  rates  of  hire  already  given  are  calculated  for  the  manner  in  which  the  cultivation  of 
most  estates  are  conducted  in  this  parish ;  but  improvement  in  the  mode  of  agriculture  is 
taking  place  on  some  properties  by  using  the  plough  to  prepare  the  land  for  planting  the 
canes,  tne  manual  labour  costs  omy  the  sum  of  one  pound  per  acre,  instead  of  three  pounds 
eight  shillings,  as  calculated  in  the  above  scale ;  and  by  using  the  plough  in  cleaning  and 
moulding  the  canes,  the  work  is  performed  for  the  sum  of  four  sh'dlings  and  sixpence  per 
acre,  instead  of  from  ten  to  twelve  shillings. 

This  mode  of  cultivation  has  further  the  advantage  of  completely  eradicating  the  weeds, 
and  the  soil  being  more  eflfectually  loosened,  the  canes  grow  more  luxuriantly ;  yet,  with  those 
obvious  advantages,  the  plough  is  but  little  used  in  this  parish. 

On  one  estate,  where  this  mode  of  cultivation  has  been  adopted,  the  crop  this  year  exceeds 
the  average  of  the  crops  for  the  last  fourteen  years ;  and  the  manage  informs  me  that 
through  the  same  means  he  expects  to  extend  the  cultivation  of  the  estate  greatly,  which  he 
would  not  attempt  under  the  old  system. 

The  rural  population  are  making  rapid  progress  in  establishing  themselves  as  smadl 
freeholders,  and  the  effect  of  those  small  independent  freeholders  does  not  appear  to  operate 
against  the  supply  of  steady  labour,  but  is  rather  conducive  thereto,  as  misunderstandings 
respecting  rent  are  thereby  obviated.  I  have  an  instance  of  the  fact  on  the  property  on  which 
I  reside,  the  labourers  located  on  which  were  "  jobbers"  previous  to  the  abolition  of  slavery; 
some  have  purchased  the  freeholds  on  which  they  live,  whilst  others  pay  rent  for  them,  and 
there  being  no  cultivation  carried  on  on  the  property,  they  leave  their  houses  on  Monday 
morning  and  labour  on  some  of  the  neighbouring  estates  until  Friday  evening,  when  they 
return  to  their  homes.  Some  planters  are  so  convinced  of  this  fact  now,  that  they  have  offered 
to  dispose  of  their  houses  and  grounds  to  the  labourers.  It  is  to  be  regretted  this  plan  is  not 
generally  adopted,  as  in  some  instances  the  labourers  have  settled  at  an  inconvenient  distance 
from  the  estates. 

Those  settlements  are  scattered  over  the  interior  very  irregularly;  the  object*  of  the 
parties  choosing  allocation  being  apparently  a  wish  to  be  as  near  as  possible  to  the  estates 
to  which  they  belonged  as  slaves,  and  to  which  th^  seem  to  have  a  great  attachment. 

There  appears  to  be  no  regularly  laid  out  towns  or  villages  in  the  interior,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  "  Moor  Town,"  inhabited  by  the  '*  Maroons,*'  and  "  Altamount,"  a  township  at  which 
an  attempt  has  been  made  to  locate  Scotch  emigrants,  but  which  has  turned  out  a  complete 
failure — ^the  men,  with  two  exceptions,  having  di^,  leaving  a  number  of  widows  and  children 
in  a  helpless  and  destitute  state,  to  which  several  have  fallen  victims. 

In  their  habits  and  general  condition  there  appears  to  be  very  little  improvement  amongst 
the  Maroons,  considenng  how  long  they  have  been  settled.  Their  agricultural  pursuits  are 
chiefly  confined  to  the  cultivation  of  arrow-root,  tobacco,  and  ground  provisions.  They  some- 
times undertake  to  clean  pastures,  but  their  aversion  to  labour  on  sugar  estates,  or  to 
associate  with  the  rural  population,  is  strong,  and  apparently  inveterate.  Whether  the 
Maroon  establishments  could  be  broken  up  appears  to  be  a  question  worthy  the  consideration 
of  the  Legislature. 

With  respect  to  education,  the  number  of  teachers  and  the  advantages  of  instruction  have 
been  comparatively  few.  By  the  recent  arrival  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ward,  a  Baptist  minister^ 
who  has  opened  no  fewer  tnan  four  schools  in  this  parish,  the  means  of  instruction  has  been 
considerably  extended.  Sunday-schools  are  conducted  by  the  several  denominations  of  reli* 
gionists  in  their  respective  places  of  worship.  To  these  a  considerable  portion  of  the  adult 
population  resort,  and  are  instructed  in  their  civil  duties  and  moral  obligations,  as  well  as  in  a 
knowledge  of  letters. 

It  is  much  to  be  desired  that  some  portion  of  the  public  money  should  be  devoted  to  edu- 
cational purposes,  on  liberal  and  enlightened  principles. 

With  reference  to  the  state  of  crime,  the  return  I  had  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your 
department  last  month,  exhibiting  the  number  of  persons  convicted  at  each  court  of  Quarter 
Session  held  in  this  parish  since  the  termination  of  the  apprenticesliip  system^  also  their 
offences  and  punishments,  shows  a  decrease  in  crime  since  that  period,  as  vide  the  following 
summary  :•— 

Year  ending  31st  day  of  August,  1839,  17  convictions 

1840,  21      ditto 
„  „  1841,  15      ditto  . 

A  Court  of  Petty  Sessions  is  held  in  this  town  every  Saturday,  and  sometimes  also  on 
Wednesday.  A  great  number  of  cases  come  before  these  courts,  consisting  principally  of 
assaults,  trespasses,  breaches  of  contract,  and  petty  misdemeanours.  In  most  instances  the 
culprits  are  punished  by  the  infliction  of  a  pecuniary  penalty  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  five 
pounds.  A  ^reat  number  of  petty  debt  cases  are  also  disposed  of  at  these  courts,  the  justices 
having  jurisdiction  to  the  extent  of  ten  pounds. 
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It  sometimes  happens  that  much  inconvenience  is  occasioned  by  the  irregular  attendance        JAMAICA. 
of  some  of  the  local  justices  at  those  courts;  several  of  these  gentlemen  have  expressed  an  — — 

unwillingness  to  devote  their  time  to  this  public  duty  unless  they  are  paid  for  their  services. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  beg  to  advert  to  the  formation  of  a  society  for  the  encouragement 
of  agriculture  which  has  been  got  up  in  this  parish,  and  which  is  ably  presided  over  by  his 
Honour  the  Gustos.  A  ploughing-match  and  show  of  stock  has  already  taken  place,  which 
has  succeeded  in  exciting  a  laudable  spirit  of  competition  and  inquiry,  from  which  much 
good  may  be  anticipated.  Improved  modes  of  agriculture,  skill,  and  industry,  is  likely  to  be 
the  result  of  such  an  association,  and  by  those  means  only  will  Jamaica  be  enabled  to  compete 
with  the  slave-holder  and  other  producers  of  sugar  in  otner  countries. 

I  have,  &c. 
Captain  J.  M.  Higginson^  (Signed)  Peter  Brown, 

&c.     &c.     &c.  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Enclosure  7,  in  No.  18. 
Sir,  Kingston,  December  6th,  1841. 

In  answer  to  a  requisition  as  contained  in  his  Excellency's  Circular,  No.  994,  1  have    End.  7,  in  No.  18* 
the  honour  to  state  that  this  parish  is  but  of  small  extent,  and,  with  the  exception  of  market 

firdens,  there  is  little  agricultural  cultivation.  The  land  generally  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
ingsfon  is  much  neglected,  and  appears  to>  have  been  allowed  for  many  years  to  run  waste. 
It  wonld  have  been  supposed  that  the  demands  of,  and  proximity  to^  a  populous  town  would 
have  had  a  beneficial  effect  on  the  adjacent  lands.  The  reverse  is  the  fact.  Improvements 
are,  Itowever,  discernible.  The  land  is  falling  into  the  hands  of  individuals  who  arc  able  and 
wilKng  to  cultivate  them  to  some  profitable  purpose. 

The  price  of  labour,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  is  as  follows : — 

Per  Di«m. 

Masons,  not  exceeding  .  .  .  4«. 

Cabinet-makers    do.  •  .  .  6*. 

Carpenters  do.  .  .  •  6j. 

Blacksmiths  do.  •  •  •  6s, 

Shipwrights  do.  .  .  .  6j. 

Common  labourers  from  eighteen-pence  to  two  shillings  and  sixpence  per  diem. 

Domestic  servants  are  generally  engaged  by  the  week,  and  in  the  agreement  for  wages, 
neither  food,  clothing,  nor  residence  is  mcluded. 

A  butler  can  get  from  ten  shillings  to  fifteen  shillings  per  week. 

A  groom  seldom  obtains  more  than  ten  shillings  per  week. 

A  cook  will  get  IVom  eight  to  sixteen  shillings  per  week,  according  to  his  skill. 

A  housemaid  seldom  can  procure  more  than  eight  shillings  per  week. 

With  respect  to  the  character  of  the  labour  performed,  I  can  but  state,  that  some  indivi- 
duals of  my  acquaintance  who  employ  large  bodies  of  labourers,  express  themselves  perfectly 
satisfied,  while  others  are  loud  and  general  in  their  complaints.  The  result  of  my  own  expe- 
rience is,  that  labour,  such  as  it  is,  can  be  easily  procured ;  but  the  difficulty  consists  in 
obtainiitg  a  steady  uninterrupted  supply,  in  order  to  remunerate  the  enmployer. 

As  to  domestic  servants,  they  are,  as  a  class,  most  lamentably  deficient  in  all  necessary 
qualifications.     The  duties  and  restraints  are  irksome  and  unpopular. 

The  progress  of  the  labouring  population  in  establishing  themselves  in  small  freeholds  is 
rapid  ;  they  even  at  the  present  moment  compose  a  large  proportion  of  the  constituency  of  the 
parish.  Whether  the  above  fact  is  conducive  to  steady  and  continuous  labour  in  the  rural 
districts,  I  have  not  sufficient  experience  to  determine ;  but  with  regard  to  the  towns,  the 
gmall  patches  of  land  obtained  by  the  labouring  classes  are  but  sufficient  for  the  erection  of 
small  dwellings,  and  therefore  contribute  nothing  to  the  subsistence  of  the  family,  which 
must  still  depend,  as  formerly,  on  any  employment  they  may  obtain  from  persons  of 
capital. 

I  have  to  regret  that  anxiety  of  mind,  and  incessant  occupation,  in  order  to  rebut  the  perse- 
cuting charges  brought  against  me,  has  afforded  me  no  opportunity  of  obtaining  more  detailed 
information  respecting  the  education  and  religious  instruction  of  the  lower  classes ;  but  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  in  the  public  schools  much  progress  in  that  respect  is  made.  The 
prejudices  of  colour  still  exist  to  the  extent  of  preventing  the  admission  of  a  black  female  of 
respectable  parents  into  the  private  female  academies. 

In  reference  to  the  state  of  crime  in  this  parish,  I  regret  that  a  decrease  in  the  number  and 
amount  of  offences  cannot  be  reported.  In  a  return  I  had  the  honour  to  make,  (dated  27th 
Oct.,  1841),  it  will  be  seen  that  in  three  years  ending  the  1st  August,  1841,  there  have  been 
5919  individuals  detained  in  the  Kingston  cage,  and  subsequently  brought  before  the  sitting 
magistrates,  476  of  whom  were  tried  and  conrictcd  at  the  court  of  Quarter  Sessions ;  and  as 
the  above  number  does  not  include  the  numerous  individuals  who  were  not  so  confined  previous 
to  trial,  I  do  not  think  there  have  been,  during  the  period  above-mentioned,  less  than 
10,000  individuals  whose  cases  have  been  brought  under  the  cognizance  of  the  sitting 
magistrates. 

On  my  removal  from  this  district,  where  I  have  for  six  years  been  in  constant  and  intimate 
communication,  as  stipendiary  magistrate,  with  the  late  emancipated  population,  I  cannot  but 
record  my  admiration  of,  and  satisfaction  at,  the  general  conduct  and  peaceable  demeanour  of 
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80  numerous  a  body  of  individuals,  who,  with  the  slightest  previous  education,  and  smarting 
under  rec^t  oppression  and  degradation,  have  exhibited  such  propriety  of  conduct  and  sub- 
mission to  the  laws. 

I  have,  &c. 
Capt.  J.  M,  Hiffgin*m,  H.  Moresby. 

&c.     &c.     Sec. 


Enclosure  8,  in  No.  18. 


Golden  Grove,  St.  Thoroa*-in-thc-East, 
Sir,  September  1st,  1841. 

End.  8,  in  No.  18»  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  the  following  as  my  half-yearly  report  for  the  informa- 

tion of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  agreeable  to  your  Circular  of  the  1st  August,  1840. 

As  many  of  the  answers  to  the  queries  put  in  the  Circular  would  now  be  the  same  as  those 
in  my  reports  of  15th  August,  1840>  and  1st  March,  1841,  1  only  deem  it  necesssary  to  give 
answers  which  must  be  different  from  my  former  onesv 

2.  The  labourers  generally  are  working  more  by  the  job  than  they  would  formerly  do» 
although  some  are  still  determined  to  work  only  by  the  day,  when  tliey  do  not  give  equal 
to  five  hours  of  fair  work. 

3.  The  necessity  for  an  increase  of  black  labourers  is  «very  daty  beeoming. greater,  and  thfe 
young  people  made  free  in  1834  and  since,  are  brought  up  in  entire  idleness.  Not  more  than 
one-third  of  them  attend  school. 

4.  The  crops  are  nearly  all  finished,  and,  from  all  1  can  learn>  they  ai*,  throughout  the 
precinct,  about  one-third  more  than  last  year. 

6.  In  my  former  reports,  1  stated  that  in  this  district  the  want  of  labour  was  not  increased 
by  the  people  halving  purchased  lands.  I  regret  to  say.  the  ca«e  is  different  now ;  for  here, 
as  throughout  the  precinct,  they  remain  idle  at  .their  homes  much  more  than  tiiey  did. 

6.  Crime  has  certainly  increased,  as  the  records  of  our  couHs  of  justioe  clearly  prove. 

7.  Except  in  the  increase  of  crime,  and  the  almost  total  want  of  ^onctinuous  industry,  so 
necessarj'  for  the  cultivation  of  estates,  the  civility  and  general  demeanour  of  the  people  are 
all  that  we  could  desire. 

The  benefits  arising  from  the  appointm^it  of  legal  chairmen  to  our  Quarter  Semens,  are 
already  very  conspicuous ;  for  besides  the  high  attainments  of  these  gcntleiaen,  which  qua£fy 
them  to  conduct  the  business  of  the  courts  as  they  ought  to  be,  they  ean  act  with  that  entire 
independence  which  is  so  necessary  in  a  judge,  and  are  quite  above  thtX  suspicion  v/i^ch 
would  always  hate  been  attached  to  the  procmiiiigfl  of  the  local  magislmtes,  however  pure 
their  intentions  ynight  be. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  by  the  exertions  of  the  chairmen  and  their  brother  magistrates  in 
impartially  adminbtering  the  law,  without  favour  to  either  class  or  colour,  such  proper  and 
effectual  punishments  will  be  awarded  as  soon  to  diminish  crime,  or  at  least  to  pr«v«nt  it  fiir» 
ther  increasing. 

I  am  happy  in  being  able  to  state,  what  I  am  sure  his  Excellency  wiU  be  glad  to  leam> 
that  the  Africans -brought  from  Sierra  Leone  l^  Mr.  Barclay  ape  doing  remarkably  v^U. 
There  are  about  sixty  of  them  on  two  estates  in  this  district ;  they  are  very  intelligent,  and 
woA  as  much  as  can  reasonably  be  expected^  with  the  example  set  them  by  the  independent 
and  indolent  Creoles.  1  consider  their  civilisation^  intelligence,  and  good  conduct  is  chiefly 
Owing  to  the  zealous  exertions  of  the  missionaries  at  Sierra  Leone.  I  deem  it  only  an  act  o^ 
justice  to  these  good  men,  thus  to  bear  testimony  to  the  good  effects  of  their  praiseworthy 
exertions.  All  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  the  island  m\i9i  feel  deeply  indebted  to  Mr. 
Barclay  for  his  indefatigable  exertions  in'opening  a  scmree  of  immigration  which  ha^  been  so 
happily  began,  and  from  which  the  greatest  benefits  will  be  derived^ 

I  have  always  been  opposed  to  the  immigration  of  white  labourers,  at  least  for  the  low 
lands,  and  every  day*s  experience  confirms  my  opinion  more  strongly. 

1  have,  &c., 
J.  M.  Higginson,  Esq.  Thos.  M'Oornook,  Custosi 

&c.     &c.     &c. 


Enclosure  9,  in  No.  18. 
SSr,  St.  Andrew's,  October  22nd,  184L 

End.  9,  in  No.  18.  Agreeably  to  your  Circular  of  the  1st  August,  1840,  No.  994,  I  beg  leave  to  offer, 

for  his  Excellency's  information,  the  following  remarks,  the  result  of  my  own  personal  obser- 
vation, as  well  as  from  what  has  been  communicated  to  me  by  others  connected  with  the  agri* 
culture  of  the  parish. 

.  Price  of  Labour. — This  varies  according  to  circumstances.  Daily  labour  continues  at  from 
one  shilling  to  one  shilling  and  sixpence  sterling ;  but  more  frequently  labour  is  performed  by 
task  and  job-work,  at  the  rate  of  from  twelve  to  filleen  chains  for  one  shilling  sterling,  and 
sometimes  as  low  as  ten  chains,  according  to  the  condition  of  the  cane-fields ;  and  in  coffee. 
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from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  trees,  aecording  to  tbe  distance  and  state  of  the       JJLIdAICAi 
fields,  and  sometimes  as  few  as  eighty  trees*  — -? 

Job  Work. — The  labourers  perform  job-work  at  the.  following  rate,  viz. :  caae-holcs  at  from 
seventy,  eighty,  and  one  hundred,  for  from  three  shillings  and  sixpence  to  four  shillings ;  and 
cleaning  canes  at  from  eight,  nine,  ten,  twelve,  and  sometimes  as  high  as  sixteen  shilUngs 
sterling,  according  to  the  demand  there  is  for  labour,  and  the  state  of  the  fields  to  be  cultivated. 

The  general  result  of  the  Crops — The  sugar  crops  just  finished,  in  any  instance  within  my 
knowledge,  has  not  nearly  paid  the  expense,  some  of  the  properties  having  had  large  fields  of 
canes  destroyed  by  drought  and  other  causes.  The  prospects  for  next  crop  are  more  mvourable, 
firom  the  fine  seasons  we  have  bad ;  and  as  labour  setdes  down,  if  prices  can  be  realised,  or 
price  of  labour  reduced,  I  think  on  many  estates  they  might  carry  on  the  cultivation  of 
sugar,  while  on  others  it  is  impossible. 

Coffee  Crops. — The  cultivation  of  this  article  has  been  carried  on  much  better,  and  it  has 
not  suffered  from  the  effects  of  the  seasons  so  much.  The  crops  of  this  year  bas  been  generally 
good,  and  some  of  the  plantations  expect  to  make  good  returns  next  crop,  while  others  will 
make  small  crops.    Tbe  expense  in  this  cultivation  is  heavy,  but  less  in  proportion  than  suear. 

Rural  Population. — They  are  establishing  small  settlements  and  village^  giving  up  their 
houses,  retaining  their  provision-grounds.  Many  give  their  labour  to  the  original  proprietors 
and  properties ;  others  prefer  working  for  strangers,  and  in  all  cases  demand  high  wages. 

Effiecii  of  Independent  Free  Labourers. — Occasions  an  uncertainty  of  labour  to  the  pro* 
perties  in  time  of  need,  by  which  means  produce  is  frequently  lost,  and  seasons  allowed  tq 
pass  away  without  taking  advantage  of  them.  Although  labour  has  settled  down  much 
since  my  last  report,  yet  we  require  more  than  we  can  get  at  times. 

Villages  and  small  Settlements, — They  continue  to  increase  their  villages  and  settlements, 
but  I  beUeve  they  are  not  quite  so  fond  of  buyingr  land  as  they  were.  They  now  begin  to  find 
04tt  their  old  quarters  are  more  comfortable  than  the  new,  and  that,  what  with  buildipg, 
taxes,  &c.y  they  are  put  to  an  expense  which  some  of  them  do  not  like. 

Retail  Commerce. — There  aie  several  retail  and  bake  shops  establishing  in  tbe  different 
districts,  which  prove  very  useful  to  the  people. 

Interior  Towns, — There  are  not  any  towns  beyond  the  small  villages,  which  are  in  their  infancy. 

Schools  of  different  Denominations, — The  people  are  anxious  to  give  their  children  an 
education,  without  the  least  inclination  to  bring  them  up  to  industrious  habits,  under  the  false 
impression  that  they  may  all  do  without  labouring  when  advanced  in  life. 

Means  afforded  for  educational  purposes, — ^The  Lord  Bishop  of  the  diocese,  with  funds 
at  his  disposal,  unites  with  the  vestry  of  the  parish  in  establishing  about  six  schools,  which 
«re  progressine  very  satisfactorily. 

Church  Musionary,  London  Miseionary,  and  Baptist  Societies, — Have  several  schools 
estabUshed  in  this  parish,  to  each  of  which  are  attached  chapels  for  the  performanoe  of 
£vine  service  on  Sundays.     From  these  the  population  are  deriving  great  adTantaff& 

Agricultimd  Improvements, — Since  my  last  report,  great  progress  has  been  made  among 
the  labow^ers ;  and  I  hope  in  after  years  all  the  estates  in  this  parish  will  be  cultivated  by 
the  pUmeb.  Several  ploughing  matches  have  been  formed,  at  which  great  •mulation  baa  been 
diq>iayea,  and,  with  encouragement  of  prizes,  have  caused  our  labourers  to  take  great  pride 
in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  ploughing,  which  does  them  great  credit ;  and  1  am  in  hopes  thai 
in  diis  respect  our  parish  wilt  be  second  to  none. 

Trusting  the  information  I  ha/ve  given  will  prove  satis&ctory  to  his  Excellency, 

I  have,  &c. 
Capt  J.  M.  Higginson,  Jossph  Gobdoi^,  Gustos. 

&c.     &c.     &c. 


Enclosure  10,  in  No.  18. 
Sir,  Saint  George,  19th  October,  1841. 

In  accordance  with  Qrcular  No.  994  of  last  year,  I  make  the  following  Report  ajs  to  End.  10,  in  No.  18. 
thbparidi. 

Ist.  Tbe  price  of  labour  has  increased.  In  my  former  Report  of  October  last,  I  stated  that  a 
greater  willingiiees  to  labour  had  prevailed  tor  some  months  amon^  the  labourers,  but  that  1 
considered  it  was  partly  to  be  attributed  tothe  diminished  demand  for  labour,  owingto  the  numerous 
fields  of  canes,  which  had  gone  out  of  cultivation  throughout  the  parish,  and  also  to  a  scarcity 
of  ground  provisions,  rather  than  to  an  increased  spirit  of  industry ;  and  stated,  that  this  opinion 
would  be  put  to  future  test.  I  now  feel  persuaded  that  it  was  correct,  for  owing  to  the  cane 
and  coffee  fields  being  partially  restored  to  cultivation,  more  labour  naturally  became  required, 
and  a  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  requisite  labour  has  been  tbe  result.  To  remedy  this 
inconvenience,  some  managers  adopted  the  plan  of  giving  a  large  increase  of  wages  with  rum 
end  sugar,  and  employing  persons  to  entice  labourers  from  other  estates ;  the  obvious  effect  of 
which  has  been  to  increase  wages  generally. 

2nd.  In  the  recent  Agricultiu'al  Report  of  this  parish,  it  was  calculated  the  present  sugar 
crop  would  double  the  last,  which  I  think  will  not  now  be  realized.  But  if  such  should 
fortunately  be  the  ease,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  a  deficiency  of  nearly  one  half  of  the  former 
average  produce  of  sugar  will  still  exist. 

Srd.  i  consider  a  combination,  or  understanding  has  prevailed  throughout  the  year,  among 
the  labourers  of  this  parish,  not  to  make  above  a  certain  number  of  hogsheads  of  sugar  weekly, 
not  exceeding  in  general  five  or  six,  even  on  plantatiCHW  where  ripe  canes  were  growing. 
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ilAICA.         sufficient  to  make  double  that  number;  and  which  during  the  apprenticeship  would  have  been 
-~^  made  as  an  ordinary  week's  work.     On  some  estates,  I  believe  there  are  now  canes  suffering  from 

overripeness,  because,  notwithstanding  every  effort  made  by  the  managers,  they  cannot  get  the 
labourers  to  cut  and  manufacture  in  proper  weekly  quantities. 

4th.  The  coffee  properties  have  not  suffered  in  an  equal  degree. 

5th.  The  labourers  continue  to  purchase  small  lots  of  land,  although  not  to  any  considerable 
amount,  yet  sufficient  to  create  inconvenience  on  some  properties,  which,  if  persisted  in  generally, 
will  ultimately  affect  the  whole. 

6th.  Parents  continue  desirous  of  having  their  children  instructed,  but  they  do  not  appear  to 
bring  the  older  ones  up  in  habits  of  work,  it  being  a  matter  of  rare  occurrence,  to  see  a  class 
of  children  weeding  on  an  estate,  to  which  their  labour  is  so  peculiarly  adapted. 

7th.  No  crimes  of  atrocity  have  been  committed. 

8th.  Luxury  has  increased  among  the  negro  labourers^  particularly  in  keeping  riding 
horses  ;  they  do  not  appear  indisposed  to  pay  taxes  where  required,  even  sometimes  seeming 
to  consider  it  a  mark  of  independence. 

In  conclusion^  I  report  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  restore  this  parish  to  its  former  state  of 
cultivation,  with  a  saving  profit  to  the  proprietary,  unless  a  large  addition  is  made  to  its 
labouring  population.  It  is,  therefore,  earnestly  to  be  hoped,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will  co-operate  with  the  Legislature  of  this  Island  in  promoting  immigration,  aiid  permitting  it 
from  all  parts  of  tiie  world.  In  reference  to  which,  I  beg  to  state,  that  African  labourers 
appear  more  suited  for  that  purpose  than  seemed  to  me  at  one  time  would  be  the  case ;  for 
experience  has  shown  that  those  captured  slaves  who  were  brought  to  Port  Antonio,  and 
liberated  two  or  three  years  ago,  have  become  as  industrious  and  civilized  as  the  Creole  Negroes 
of  the  Island. 

I  have,  &c.. 

Captain  J.  M.  Higginson,  (Signed,)  A.  B.  Grossett,  Custos 

&c     &c.     &c. 


Enclosure  11,  in  No.  18. 


Parishes  of  Trelawney  and  St.  Ann, 
Sir,  18th  June,  1841. 

End  Ut  in  No.  18.  I  have  been  prevented  from  transmitting  at  an  earlier  period,  the  information  required 

in  your  Circular  of  the  1st  August,  1840,  from  a  severe  and  dangerous  attack  of  fever,  which 
has  lefl  me  weak,  and  prostrate  up  to  the  present  date. 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  state,  for  his  Excellency's  information,  that  a  prolonged 
repetition  of  dir  weather,  has  greatly  increased  the  embarrassment  occasioned  by  a  similar 
drought  in  1840.  On  many  estates,  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  establish  the  usual  quantity 
of  plants,  and  in  various  instances,  where  the  process  of  renewing  has  been  carried  on  with 
great  labour  and  perseverance,  I  regret  to  add,  that  a  total  absence  of  moisture  has  caused 
extensive  failures. 

The  cost  of  labour  and  cultivation,  has  undergone  no  general  change  since  last  year,  a  want 
of  continuous  labour  is  much  less  complained  of,  whilst  an  infinitely  better  understanding 
between  the  employer  and  the  employed,  is  positively  established. 

The  peasantry  have  not  retrograded  in  their  good  conduct,  and  respect  for  the  laws,  and  I 
am  led  to  anticipate,  that  the  tables  of  crimes  and  punishments,  which  I  shall  have  the  honour 
to  submit  to  his  Excellency  at  the  conclusion  of  this  year,  will  exhibit  the  same  paucity  of 
offences,  as  those  I  had  the  honour  to  append  to  my  last  report. 

Sugar  and  coffee  are  still  in  progress  of  [manufacture  on  many  properties  in  these  districts, 
whilst  others  have  finished.  The  total  amount  will  fall  greatly  short  ot  the  quantity  shipped  on 
the  three  or  four  preceding  years. 

The  next  subject  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  represent  to  the  Executive,  is  one  I  should  gladly 
omit,  if  the  general  interest  of  the  community  had  not  been  involved  ;  I  mean  the  irregular 
and  uncertain  attendance  of  the  local  magbtrates,  at  the  courts  of  Petty  Se4$sions  in  the 
Riobueno  district.  During  the  short  space  of  three  months,  there  has  been  nine  adjoiu*ned 
couils,  at  which  both  the  clerk  of  the  peace  and  myself  attended;  thereby  inducing  not  only  a 
vast  accumulation  of  undecided  cases,  out  proving  equally  injurious  to  manager  and  labourer, 
as  many  felt  so  harassed  by  the  distance  travelled,  and  the  disappointments  endured,  that  they 
ultimately  ceased  to  prosecute  their  suits  altogether. 

I  believe  these  frequent  omissions  can  be  most  satisfactorily  accounted  for  by  the  local 
magistrates,  originating  either  in  the  pressure  of  private  business,  or  the  arrival  of  the  English 
mau,  on  these  particular  days,  which  required  their  prompt  and  undivided  attention. 

At  the  Browns  town  court  of  Petty  Sessions  in  the  parish  of  St.  Anne,  where  the  local 
magistrates  are  punctual  in  their  attendance,  there  has  been  but  little  business  disposed 
of  during  my  illness ;  on  one  occasion,  although  four  or  five  magistrates  were  in  the  town,  the 
clerk  of  the  peace  failed  in  forming  a  bench. 

One  magistrate  stated  he  was  in  the  employ  of  a  certain  defendant,  and  that  it  would  be  neither 
delicate  or  proper  for  him  to  adjudicate;  a  second  had  some  cases  of  his  own  on  the  list  of 
trials  for  that  day ;  a  third  had  sat  at  the  two  previous  courts  ;  and  a  fourth  was  willing  to 
take  his  place  on  the  bench,  if  a  colleague  could  be  procured. 

These  facts.  Sir,  although  plainly  detailed,  are  of  great  importance,  and  a  source  of  much 
inconvenience  to  those  who  have  from  twenty  to  forty  miles  to  travel,  and  who  look  to  the 
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prompt  decisions  of  the  court,  not  only  as  necessary  to  their  individual  interest,  but  as  having        JAMAICA, 
an  extensive  influence  on  the  habits  and  co^iduct  of  the  community.  — ^ 

I  have  since  been  able  to  resiime  my  duties,  and  am  happy  to  add,  that  with  one  exceptioa, 
all  aiiyonmed  cases  have  been  disposed  of. 

I  have,  &c., 
Captain  J.  M.  Higginson,  T.  A.  Dillon, 

«c.     &e.     &c.  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Enclosure  12,  in  No.  18. 
Sir,  Savanna-la-Mar,  8th  June,  1841. 

Nearly  all  the  estates  in  this  parish  having  finished  crop,  I  hare  the  honour  to  submit  End.  12,  in  No.  IB. 
my  periodical  report  on  the  progress  of  agriculture  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the 
.€tovemor. 

The  price  of  labour,  I  believe,  will  generally  be  found  to  have  somewhat  increased,  particu- 
larly at  the  mill  and  boiling-bouse,  the  wages  being  now  universally  two  shillings  per  diem 
for  a  specific  number  of  gaUons  ground — on  an  average  three  thousand.  The  wages  of  the 
head  people  vary  from  twelve  pounds  to  thirty  pounds  per  annum,  averaging  perhaps  fifteen 
pounds  per  annum,  with  free  use  of  house  and  ground,  and  often  the  privilege  of  running  a 
norse  or  cow.  Cane-cutters  are  paid  One  shilling  and  sixpence  for  fifteen  to  twenty-five  chains, 
and  twelve  schillings  to  fin;een  shulings  per  acre  for  cleaning  canes.  The  sum  for  day-labour 
'  is  still  one  shilling  and  sixpence,  which  is  seldom  resorted  to,  as  the  labourer  can  earn  that 
amount  at  almost  any  apportioned  task  in  about  six  hours.  The  charge  for  rent  for  house  and 
grounds  has  also  been  reduced  on  most  of  the  estates,  the  average  rent  being  now  two  shillings 
instep  of  three  shillings  per  week.  The  effect  of  this  reduction  is  indirectly  an  increase  of 
wages ;  but  I  will  agam  allude  to  the  subject  of  rent. 

As  to  the  character  of  labour,  the  predominant  complaint  of  the  planter  still  is,  that  it  is 
not  continuous,  and  consequently  cannot  be  said  to  be  easily  procured.  So  long  as  the 
present  system  of  a  daily  hiring,  or  task  be  followed,  labour  must  of  necessity  ever  be  pre- 
carious. 

I  have  not  learnt  that  any  attempt  has  yet  been  made  to  induce  a  more  lengthened  contract 
of  service.  Unless  such  engagements  are  earnestly  sought  by  the  employer,  and  proposals 
mad0  to4be  labourer^  it  cannot  in  feiirness  be  complained  that  the  latter  will  not  enter  into 
them.  Intheaba^iea  of  permanent  contracts,  it  is  a  matter  of  surprise  the  work  on  the 
estates  has  proceeded  so  uninterruptedly  and  regularly  as  it  has.  The  frequent  strikes  for 
wages,  and  on  account  of  rent,  so  prevalent  last  year,  have,  I  hope,  almost  subsided.  It 
reflects  credit  both  to  the  labourer  and  his  employer,  and  affords  evidence  that  a  better  under- 
.  standing  e^sts  between  them. 

1  am  now  anxious  to  come  to  the  result  of  the  crop,  which  adds  still  stronger  and  more 
pleasing  testimony  of  an  improved  state  of  our  agricultural  affairs.  From  the  returns  I  have 
collected  of  the  different  estates,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  announce,  that  the  total  quan- 
tity of  sugar  made  this  crop  amounts  to  4205  hogsheads.  The  return  is  not  pretended  to  be 
accurate  to  a  few  hogsheads,  as  the  probable  number  only  was  calculated  for  many  estates 
before  their  crop  was  taken  in.  The  planters  have  to  be  thankful  to  the  seasons  as  well  as 
their  labourers  for  this  abundant  harvest,  which  exceeds  the  crop  of  last  year  by  2533  hogs- 
heads, and  is  549  more  than  the  average  of  the  three  preceding  years.  I  flatter  myself  that 
Westmoreland  will  this  year  stand  pre-eminent  amongst  the  sugar  parishes  in  the  island. 
We  have  fortunately  been  favoured  with  rain  at  a  time  many  parishes  were  suffering 
dreadfully  from  want  of  it ;  but  it  has  been  produced,  no  doubt,  in  a  great  measure  by  more 
steady  labour.  It  is  pleasing  also  to  observe,  the  estates  are  generally  in  beUer  order,  and 
the  canes  looking  well,  so  that  there  is  every  reason  •to  anticipate  a  continued  improvement  in 
the  ensuing  yearns  crop, 

I  am  glad  to  notice,  that  since  August  last,  five  persons  only  have  been  convicted  for  neglect 
of  duty  as  agricultural  servants  at  the  courts  of  Petty  Sessions  which  I  attended,  and  in  each 
case  the  charge  was  negligence  in  watching  cattle-pens. 

Since  Sept.  1839, 1  have  heard  of  no  case  of  ejectment  of  any  labourer  from  his  house  and 
ground.  The  general  plan  adopted  where  the  occupant  does  not  work  or  pay  his  rent,  is  to 
sue  him  under  the  Petty  Debt  Act. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  cannot  yet  discover  much  frugality  amongst  the  peasantry.     Indeed,  it  is 
much  to  be  lamented  that  no  inducement  is  held  out  to  them  to  save  their  earnings  by  the 
benevolent  establishment  of  a  savings  bank ;  and  1  believe  their  liberal  and  easily-earned 
•  wages  are  as  liberally,  and  often  thoughtlessly,  spent  in  articles  of  dress  and  ornament. 

I  have  before  observed,  the  sums  charged  for  rent  have  generally  been  reduced ;  and  I  am 
happy  to  say  there  exists  a  much  better  feeling  on  this  subject.  The  rent  is  now  more  readily 
paid,  or  allowed  from  the  weekly  wages.  It  is  still  not  uniformly  imposed.  On  a  few  estates 
no  rent  is  charged,  unless  the  labourer  is  absent  from  work.  On  another,  sixpence  out  of  the 
weekly  sum  of  three  shillings  is  returned,  provided  the  party  has  worked  the  five  days.  On 
another,  the  tenant  is  to  pay  sixpence  for  every  day  he  is  absent.  Summonses  for  rent  have, 
however,  become  very  rare  in  the  petty  debt  courts,  and  the  matter  is  generally  arranged  satis- 
factorily between  landlord  and  tenant. 

On  the  subject  of  immigration,  it  will  perhaps  be  expected  that  I  should  say  a  few  words. 
Although  the  greater  part  of  nearly  three  hundred  Irish  and  Scotch  imported  to  this  parish 
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JilMAICA.        in  January  last  have  not  been  engaged  in  agriculture,  but  prindpally  found  emplovment  as 
— —  domestic  servants  and  mechanics,  some  of  them  are  located  in  tbe  neigfabounng  parishes.    On 

one  estate  in  the  highlands,  about  sixty  are  chiefly  engaged  in  the  field,  and,  I  am  informed, 
give  CTeat  satisfaction.  Unfortunately,  a  ^reat  many  of  the  domestics  have  proved  less  suc- 
cessful in  their  situations,  and  have  already  left  their  employers.  They  appear  to  have  felt 
much  disappointment  in  their  expectations  of  this  country,  no  doubt  in  many  kistanees  too 
highly  raised.  I  trust,  when  they  become  more  habituated  to  the  great  change  they  must 
have  experienced,  they  may  have  no  cause  to  regret  leaving  their  native  country.  Many  are 
very  hard-working  people,  and,  from  being  accustomed  to  endure  hardship  at  home,  I  think 
are  likely  to  bear  the  climate  of  this  country.  I  should  observe,  that  on  several  estates  there 
are  also  a  number  of  the  liberated  Africans  located  upwards  of  a  twelvemonth.  They 
generally  are  paid  the  same  as  the  estate  negroes,  work  remarkably  well,  and  give  every 
satisfaction. 

The  progress  of  the  labourers  in  settling  small  freeholds,  has  not,  I  thiak,  been  very  exten- 
sive since  my  last  report.  On  most  estates  in  the  lowlands,  there  is  no  neighbouring  laad 
available,  and  I  doubt  if  the  negroes  generally  can  command  the  means  of  purchasing.  I  am 
still  of  opinion  the  possession  of  freeholds  has  hitherto  not  been  conducive  to  steady  labour. 
The  pnee  of  ground  provisions  being  so  high,  and  the  demand  for  them  so  greatly  exceeding 
the  supply*  the  n^o  is  more  promably  employed  in  thmr  oukivaEtion.  Besides,  as  the 
labourer  is  almost  the  only  grower  of  these  provisions  for  sale,  he  of  course  has  the  entire 
monopoly  of  the  market. 

The  state  of  education  continues  prosperous.  I  believe  there  are  upwards  ^f  twen^  public 
schools  in  tbe  parish,  affording  daily  instruction  to  about  1500  children,  besides  many  private 
schools.  The  principal  is  Manning's  Free  School,  at  Savannah-le-Mar,  l\nmdedand  supported 
by  a  bequest  of  the  late  J.  Manning ;  an  establishment  admirably  conducted  by  the  Kev.  D. 
Fidler,  who  instructs  173  children,  about  100  of  whom  are  freepupte.*  Seven  of  the  other 
public  schools  are  supported  by  the  Vestry,  and  by  the  Society  for  Propagation  of  the  Gospel. 
The  other  schools,  many  of  which  are  sectarian,  are,  I  believe,  also  well  conducted  and  f^u- 
larly  attended.  Indeed,  the  desire  generally  amongst  the  negroes  to  educate  their  children  is 
extremely  praiseworthy. 

I  approach  the  subject  of  crime  with  some  degree  of  hesitation,  from  hearing,  with  regret, 
that  in  many  districts  it  is  increasing.  In  my  last  report  on  prisons,  about  six  months  since, 
I  also  stated  the  daily  average  number  of  prisoners  in  our  gaol  was,  without  an  accurate 
calculation,  double  that  ef  the  previous  year.  Being  anxious  to  learn  the  exact  state  of  the 
matter,  I  have  taken  the  trouble  to  calculate  minutely,  and  find  the  average  daily  nundier  in 
confinement  during  the  year  ending  1st  June,  1840  was  ten ;  and  during  me  year  ending  1st 
June  instant,  sixteen.  ^  This  included  the  prisoners  in  the  Kingston  district  prison,  sent  from 
this  parish. 

This  increase,  although  large,  is  no  true  criterion  of  the  degree  of  crime,  particularly  when 
it  is  known  the  parochial  ^^1  is  die  receptacle  for  prisoners  of  all  denominations,  and  is  also 
used  as  a  lock-up  house.  With  a  view  c^  ascertaining  a  better  data  of  the  state  of  crime,  I 
have  made  up  the  following  table  of  cases  at  the  Quarter  Sessions  since  my  reskience  in  the 
parish,  taken  from  my  own  minutes  of  proceedings,  as  well  as  from  the  records  in  the  peace 
office.     It  is  as  fellows  >^ 


Quarter  Senioni. 

To«dNo..rP«MBi 
Tried. 

Fenona  ConTiet«d. 

Aeqnittad. 

Laremy. 

HMdn. 

Lucaay. 

Miadm. 

Lanaoy. 

1838.— October 

1839.— January 

April •• 

12 
12 
4 
5 
1 
9 
7 
6 
6 
7 
6 

4 
3 
2 
1 
1 
0 
2 
.  1 
2 
6 
1 

11 

7 
2 
4 
0 
5 
7 
3 
6 
« 
6 

4 
3 
2 
1 
1 
0 
2 
1 
2 
6 
1 

1 
5 
2 

I 
1 
4 
0 
3 
0 
1 
0 

July . 

October 

1840. — ^January 

April  .••...•••• 

July 

October 

1841. — ^January 

April 

'M""*  **•  •••••• 

Wise. 


It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  consider  whether  these  numbers  exhibit  an  increase  or  ether- 
ise, ft  is  beyond  dispute,  however,  that  the  number  at  the  last  four  sessions,  although  a 
trifling  increase  on  the  four  quarters  preceding,  is  itself  a  great  decrease  upon  the  former  year. 
Certain  also  is  it,  as  it  must  be  truly  ffratifying  to  all,  particulariy  to  those  engaged  in  the 
administration  of  justice,  that  so  small  a  degree  of  crime  exists  in  the  parish.  When  we 
reflect  that  out  of  a  population  estimated  in  the  year  1840  at  upwards  of  2&),000,  the  greatest 
number  of  convictions  for  larceny  at  any  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  last  two  years  was  seven,  and 
of  persons  tried  nine,  we  cannot  but  commend  our  peasantry,  nor  can  we  in  justice  wiUihold 
from  their  character  the  meed  of  praise  in  this  respect.  It  may  be  supposed  that  many  cases 
are  sent  to  tbe  Assizes ;  but  these  also  I  have  ascertained^  and  find  mat,  for  the  period  to 
which  the  foregoing  table  refers,  the  total  number  of  prisoners  sent  to  the  Assize  C^rt  was 
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niiie^  two  of  whom  are  not  yet  tried;  so  that  [the  ratio  has  been  less  than  one  in  each        JAMAICA, 
qoarter.  " 

B^ng  desirous  of  furnishing  this  report  so  soon  as  I  collected  the  returns  of  the  crop,  I 
trust  his  Excellency  will  pardon  any  omission  which  I  may  have  made. 

I  have,  &C., 
Capt.  J.  M.  Higginaon»  Thos.  Abbott, 

&a     &C.     &c.  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Endosinre  13,  in  No.  18. 

aoT,  Saint  Elizabeth,  Ist  July,  1841. 

I  HAVE  wailed  the  result  of  the  last  mp  to  report  the  state  of  the  southern  district  of  End.  13,  in  No.  18. 
dBsporisfa,  as  directed  in  your  Circular,  No.  994. 

Tne  crop  (coffee)  generally  realned  has  been  small ;  not  exceeding,  on  most  estates,  one- 
half  of  the  general  average  crops,  owing  to  the  fidlnre  of  the  usual  seasons. 

Fron  the  same  cause,  the  cultivation  of  ground  provisions  has  faaied  to  a  far  greater  extent ; 
aad  so  ereat,  indeed,  has  been  the  drought  for  some  months,  that  water  had  become  a  luxury 
radier  than  a  necessary  of  life.  Since  the  1st  of  June,  we  have,  however,  experienced  copious 
showers,  which  have,  in  a  great  measure,  relieved  i»  of  a  serious  evil.  The  cultivation 
is  recovered,  and  diere  is  at  present  every  prospect  that  the  ensuing  crop  will  be  abundant. 

The  distress  and  privation  that  has  been  endured  by  the  inhabitants  generally,  but  more 
particularly  the  small  settlers;  in  consequence  of  the  calamity  above-mentioned,  and  from  the 
eflEects  of  which  we  are  still  labouring  as  regards  the  supply  of  ground  provisions,  is  deploraUe 
beyond  description.  Hiese  wants  have  in  some  measure  been  supplied  by  a  constant  and 
extmsive  importation  of  flour  and  corn-meal,  upon  which  most  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  district 
have  entirely  existed  for  some  months,  depending  upon  their  daily  earnings  for  the  means  of 
procuring  sudi  articles,  at  an  enormous  profit  to  the  shopkeepers. 

The  less  industrious  and  improvident,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  have  resorted  for  the  means  of 
existence  to  the  conmiission  of  some  serious  depredations  on  the  property  of  their  neighbours, 
in  the  shape  of  trespass  and  robbery ;  and,  from  almost  daily  occurrences,  it  cannot  be  denied 
in  this  respect  that  crime  has  increased  to  a  vast  extent.  It  may  be  inferred  that  distress  has 
been  the  cause  of  the  greater  proportion  of  oflences ;  and  I  hope  I  may  not  be  wrong  in 
condttcKng,  that  with  the  returning  seasons  and  means  of  subsistence,  that  crime  will  again 
dacreaae. 

I  have  not  heard  of  any  difficulty  in  procuring  labour  upon  the  properties,  where  an  ade-* 
qiiate  remuneration  has  been  ofilKed.  1  he  price  of  labour  has,  as  usual,  advanced,  firom  the 
scan^  supply  and  increased  price  of  all  the  necessaries  of  life. 

As  regards  the  desire  of  the  people  to  establish  themselves  upon  small  freeholds,  and  to  have 
their  children  instructed,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  such  feelings  are  universal ;  but  the 
distress  that  hat  reoently  prevailed  has  checked  the  means  by  which  such  desirable  objects 
have  been  hitherto  acquired. 

I  have,  &c., 
Capt  J.  M.  HigginsoBt,  John  Gurlet,  S.  J.  P. 

&c.     &c.    Ice, 


Enclosure  14,  in  No.  18. 


RtPOKT  on  the  Progress  of  Agriculture  in  the  Parish  of  St.  James's,  Jamaica,  for  the  Six 

Mbnths  ending  31st  August,  1841. 

Montego  Bay,  6th  Septend>er,  I84l. 
Havino>  in  oar  former  separate  reports^  entered  considerably  into  detail  as  to  the  pro-  End.  14,  in  No.  18. 
gross  of  agricukare,  and  other  incidental  matters,  in  the  parish  of  St.  James,  we  propose,  in 
oar  present  joint  report,  shortly  to  recapitulate  the  information  already  transmitted,  with  such 
akeratioBs  as  may  have  oocurred  since  the  last  return  \%as  made. 

The  general  rate  of  wages  throughout  the  parish  still  continues  at  one  shilling  and  sixpence 
per  day ;  but  field  labour  is  usually  done  by  the  job  or  piece,  at  such  sunos  as  may  be-  agreed 
upon  by  the  parties :  two  shillings  and  sixpence  sterling  per  hundred  holes  is  the  usual  allow- 
ance for  cane-hole  d^giog.  The  weekly  charge  for  house  and  grounds  varies  from  two  shil- 
lings to  three  shillings  to  those  receiving  wages  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling  and  sixpence  per 
day ;  but  on  some  properties  no  rent  is  chargeid,  on  condition  of  the  labourers  being  contented 
with  one  shUhng  per  day  of  wages. 

The  continued  prevalence  of  dry  weather  during  the  last  year  has  materially  afiected  the 
crop  now  finished ;  but  it  is  believed  that  the  average  crop  throughout  the  parish  may  be 
stated  as  nearly  the  same  as  that  of  the  preceding  year.  The  seasons,  for  the  last  few  months, 
have  been  extremely  favourable,  except  in  the  sea-side  district;  and  there  is,  therefore,  every 
reason  to  hope  that  the  next  crop  will  considerably  exceed  the  one  just  finished. 

Having,  in  former  reports,  detailed  at  some  length  the  establishment  of  villages  or  townships 
at  Goodwill,  Maldon,.  Ramble,  and  Mount  Horeb,  and  the  purcliase  of  detached  portions  of 
land  by  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bandon,  and  along  the  range  of  mountains  towards 
Westmoreland,  where  they  Mve  been  actively  employed  in  clearing  the  ground  and  forming 

E2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


36  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

JAMAICA.  setUemenfs  for  themselves,  it  is  now  unnecessary  for  us  to  offer  any  further  observations  upoir 
—  these  points. 

The  people  generally  have  conducted  themselves  with  great  order  and  propriety;  and  the 
1st  of  August,  which  is  always  celebrated  as  the  anniversary  of  their  freedom,  passed  over  on 
this  occasion  without  those  noisy  demonstrations  with  which  it  was  usually  welcomed.  They 
are  in  general  anxious  to  procure  employment ;  and  when  that  cannot  be  obtained  on  the 
properties  to  which  they  were  formerly  attached,  they  seek  for  it  on  the  adjoining  estates,  and 
when  the  usual  rate  of  wages  is  offered  there  seems  to  be  little  or  no  difficulty  in  procuring  a 
sufficient  supply  of  continuous  labour.  The  people  have  always  shown  a  great  reluctance  to 
leave  the  estates  on  which  they  have  been  bom  or  brought  up ;  and  were  their  houses  kept  in 
proper  repair,  and  adequate  grounds  provided,  at  a  fair  rent,  for  raising  provisions,  there  would 
be  Kttle  or  no  risk  of  their  deserting  to  other  properties. 

It  must  be  evident,  indeed,  that  the  establishment  of  villages  for  the  labourers,  whether  as 
tenants  or  independent  settlers,  must  always  be  of  great  benefit  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
estates,  as  the  people  will  naturally  prefer  working  near  their  own  homes^  ramer  thau  have 
to  walk  a  distance  of  six  or  eight  miles  before  commg  to  their  task. 

The  internal  commerce  of  tne  colony  has  increased  to  a  very  great  extent  within  the  last 
few  years,  in  consequence  of  the  improved  means  of  the  labouring  population ;  and  large 
stores,  or  shops,  have  been  established  in  the  interior  of  the  parish,  both  by  merchants  from 
the  town  and  by  the  managers  of  properties  under  the  superintendence  of  overseers  or  book- 
keepers. 

We  believe  that  as  much  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  spread  of  education  in  this  parish 
as  in  most  other  parts  of  the  island;  and,  although  the  clergy  of  different  denominations  have 
zealously  co-operated  in  a  work  so  useful,  yet  we  are  sorry  to  say  that  the  means  of  education 
are  still  very  deficient.  In  former  reports  we  have  specified  the  various  schools  in  different 
parts  of  the  parish,  which  still  continue  in  operation. 

Walter  Finlatson,  S.  J.  P. 
Henry  Laidlaw,  S.  J.  P. 


Enclosure  15,  in  No.  18. 
Sir,  Trelawny,  16th  September,  1841. 

EncL  15  in  No.  18.  ^  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  following  report  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency 

the  Governor,  and  in  obedience  to  your  Circular,  No.  994. 

In  my  report,  dated  October,  1840, 1  stated  that,  in  consequence  of  the  severe  drought  that 
so  long  prevailed  in  this  parish,  it  was  the  general  opinion  that  there  would  be  a  considerable 
decrease  in  the  number  of  hogsheads  of  sugar  manufactured  this  year,  when  compared  to  that 
of  the  previous ;  this,  I  regret  to  state,  has  been  the  case  on  most  of  the  sugar  estates,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  in  the  interior  of  the  parish,  where  the  seasons  have  been  more  favour- 
able for  the  cultivation  of  the  canes  than  those  estates  situated  nearer  the  sea-side. 

In  consequence  of  the  unusual  duration  of  dry  weather  above  alluded  to,  the  plants  for  the 
present  crop  were,  on  most  estates,  much  injured ;  and  on  some  properties  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  render  it  necessary  to  replant  the  fields,  in  some  instances  two  or  three  times  :  thus,  the 
decrease  of  sugar  may,  in  a  great  measure,  be  attributed  to  causes  over  which  the  manager  or 
labourer  had  no  control. 

The  rate  of  wages  paid  to  the  labourer  still  continue  the  same,  varying  from  one  shilling  and 
eight-pence  to  three  shillings  and  four-pence  currency  per  day ;  job-work  is  usually  adopted, 
as  being  most  satisfactory  to  the  employer  and  employed.  I  hear  no  complaints  made  relative 
to  the  want  of  labourers  throughout  the  parish ;  on  a  neighbouring  estate,  the  attorney  has 
informed  me  that  the  cane-fields  are  in  a  state  of  such  good  cultivation,  that  he  has  no  em- 
ployment for  the  people. 

The  general  conduct  of  the  peasantry  continues  to  be  orderly  and  quiet;  at  the  two  last 
courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  held  in  Falmouth,  there  were  more  cases  for  trial  than  usual,  but 
the  delinquents  in  most  cases  were  not  residents  of  this  parish :  in  alluding  to  this  fact,  the 
chairman  of  Quarter  Sessions  stated,  ''  that  the  extent  of  the  calendar  had  excited  his  surprise, 
but,  upon  inquiry,  he  found  that  many  of  the  persons  convicted  were  not  denizens  of  this  parish, 
but  came  from  a  distance  to  carry  on  their  evil  life.*' 

From  the  great  decrease  in  the  number  of  persons  committed  to  the  house  of  correction  for 
punishment,  induces  me  to  think  that  crime  must  be  on  the  decrease  also;  I  beg  to  annex  the 
following  return,  showing  the  total  number  committed  during  the  last  four  years : — 

Number  of  persons  committed,  from  30th  December,  1837,  to  30th 

December,  1838 327 

Number  committed  from  December,  1838,  to  December,  1839      .      109 

Total  during  two  years .     •     436 

Niimhpr  of  neranns  committed,  from   1st  Sentember.  1R39.  to   1st 
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Although  the  dates  of  the  above  return  do  not  oorrespond,  still  it  proves  that  the  total  number       JAIIAIOA. 
of  persons  committed  for  punishment  have  been  yearly  diminishing.  — 

The  cases  brought  before  the  magistrates  at  our  courts  of  petty-sessions  are  in  general  of  a 
very  trivial  nature.  Since  September^  1840,  to  date,  I  have,  with  other  justices,  adjudicated 
on  upwards  of  880  cases,  when  such  parties  as  were  convicted  have  invariably  paid  the  fine 
imposed,  without  resistance  to  the  authority  of  any  one. 

I  beg  to  state  I  write  from  my  sick  couch,  from  which  I  am  at  present  totally  unable  to 
move ;  but  as  the  packet  has  arrived,  I  deem  it  proper  to  forward  any  information  I  could 
obtain.     I  trust  His  Excellency  will  pardon  the  briefness  of  this  report 

I  have,  &c. 

Daniel  W.  Kelly,  Stipendiary  Justice. 
Captain  J.  M.  Higginson, 
&c.       &c.       &c. 


'   Enclosure  16,  in  No.  18. 

Sir,  Hanover,  November,  1841. 

In  complying  with  your  circular  letter.  No  994,  of  the  1st  August,  1840,  I  have  the  End.  16,  in  No.  18* 
honour  to  communicate  the  following  particulars  with  reference  to  the  state  of  agriculture  and 
the  progress  of  our  new  social  system. 

I  am  happy  in  being  enabled  to  state  that  the  unprecedented  drought,  which  last^year  so 
seriously  affected  other  parts  of  the  island,  and  from  which  such  disastrous  results  accruedt 
was  not  of  such  duration  and  intensity  in  this  parish  as  to  add  to  the  difficulties  which  were 
inseparable  from  the  establishment  of  the  new  system  upon  a  wholesome  and  proper  foun« 
dation. 

The  last  sugar  crop  in  this  parish  exceeded  the  preceding  year*s ;  and,  through  the  benifi- 
cence  of  Providence,  the  expected  crops,  now  shortly  to  be  commenced,  promise  the  most 
cheering  results  to  the  agriculturalists. 

From  the  fields  in  cultivation,  the  genial  seasons  with  which  we  have  been  cheered  and 
favoured^  as  well  as  to  the  better  understood  relative  position  of  master  and  labourer,  a 
material  increase  of  crops  is  expected  on  all  the  sugar  estates :  in  many  instances  double  the 
quantity,  in  others  an  increase  by  one-third,  whilst  there  are  but  few  properties  which  will  not 
yield  an  augmentation  of  one-fourth  on  their  last  returns.  On  the  whole,  I  can  safely  say 
that  the  present  prospects  of  the  planters  are  cheering  and  satisfactory,  the  condition  of  the 
labourer,  improving  and  happy ;  whilst  the  general  results,  as  affecting  the  success  of  freedom 
in  the  colony,  and  the  consequent  great  interests  of  humanity  and  justice  involved  in  that 
measure,  promise  to  enlightened  legislation  a  matchless  triumph,  and  to  the  British  nation 
imperishable  renown. 

If  it  were  possible  adequately  to  describe  the  rapid  improvements  which  have  taken  place, 
and  the  wonderfully  ameliorated  condition  of  society  generally,  since  the  advent  of  freedom, 
the  readers  at  a  distance  might  be  disposed  to  ascribe  even  a  faithful  representation  to  an 
attempt  to  practise  on  their  credulity. 

I  shall  not  presume  to  say  that  individual  or  partial  interests  have  not  suffered  from  our 
altered  condition;  but  I  unhesitatingly  affirm  that  the  general  happiness  and  prosperity  have 
been  accelerated,  promoted,  and  consolidated  upon  a  just,  rational,  and  durable  basis. 

There  is  one  difficulty  which  now  threatens  us,  but  which  I  have  hopes  will  be  overcome  in 
some  measure  with  the  assistance  of  the  tide  of  African  immigration  now  setting  in,  as  well 
as  the  better  understanding  now  subsisting  between  employers  and  the  present  labourers, 
namely,  the  gathering  in  of  the  increased  crops ;  and  here  1  may  observe,  that  although  the 
plough  and  other  improved  methods  of  farming,  which  the  fertile  genius  of  freedom  has  in- 
troduced, have  in  some  respects  superseded  manual  labour  in  the  cultivation  of  the  fields,  yet 
there  has  not  been  that  corresponding  improvement  and  addition  of  machinery  in  the  manu- 
factories which  the  requirements  of  free  labour  should  have  suggested.  But  even  here  I  do 
not  despair,  as  there  are  visible  indications  abroad  of  this  difficulty  being  partially  relieved^  if 
not  entirely  overcome. 

This  being  the  first  general  report  that  I  have  furnished  since  my  arrival  (after  an  absence 
in  England  of  twelve  months),  I  trust  I  maybe  pardoned  for  adverting  to  the  alterations  which 
so  forcibly  struck  me  on  a  visit  that  I  made  to  the  parish  of  Saint  Thomas-in-the-East,  where 
I  had  been  stationed  previous  to  my  departure.  In  travelling  through  the  parish  (in  August, 
1840),  I  was  astonished  and  delighted  to  perceive  the  number  of  setuements  and  cottages  that 
had  sprung  up  right  and  left,  in  places  before  overgrown  in  bush  and  jungle ;  the  improved 
construction  in  the  cottages,  the  enlargement  of  the  different  villages,  the  number  of  new  shops 
and  houses  that  had  arisen  in  the  rural  towns,  and  general  improved  appearance  and  comfort 
of  the  labouring  population,  all  afforded  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  rapid  but  sure  blessings 
which  followed  the  establishment  of  general  freedom. 

In  the  parish  of  Hanover,  a  new  township,  called  "  Phoenix  Town,"  has  been  established ;  two 
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JAMAICA.        ^'  Pbia^ix  Town/'  on  PboBnix  Estate^  the  lessee  (whose  assurance  I  have)  can  at  all  timea 
-"— *•  command  more  labourers  than  he  can  give  employaient  to;  one  of  the  effects  of  which  is  ta 

increase  his  crops  materially ;  and  there  is  now  on  tl^e  ground  a  larger  crop  than  has  been 
taken  off  there  for  ten  years  past ! 

The  return,  which  I  had  lately  the  honour  to  send  in,  of  the  comparative  convictioBs  for 
three  years  in  the  courts  of  quarter-sessions,  exhibits  a  paucity  of  crime  almost  unexampled 
in  any  other  country,  or  among  any  other  people.  There  is  a  continued  desire  on  the  part  of 
parents  to  educate  their  children;  they  freely  avail  themselves  of  the  increased  facililie» 
afforded ;  and  time  will,  I  trust,  develope  the  benefits  of  this  important  subject. 

I  have,  &c. 

R.  Chamberlains,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 
Captain  J.  M.  Higginson, 
&c.      &c.      &c. 


Enclosure  17,  in  No.  18.  * 

Sir,  Montego  Bay,  6th  July,  1841. 

Bud.  17i  in  No.,  11.  Aorsbablt  to  his  Excellency's  commands,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  the  half- 

yearly  report  of  the  parish  of  St.  James  up  to  the  1st  current,  which  may  be  very  short  indeed. 
I  conceive  it  to  be  unnecessary  to  intrude  on  his  Excellency  a  recapitulation  of  the  report 
already  submitted  to  the  governor  s  notice,  but  as  far  as  my  own  observation  goes,  or  the 
information  of  others  extend,  the  circumstances  of  the  labourers  are  progressively  favourable ; 
and  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  say,  that  they  could  not  have  been  expected  to  have  been 
rapidly  so,  when  everything  is  taken  into  consideration ;  that  everything  is  not  as  his  Excellency 
mieht  hope  for  is  more  to  be  wished  than  expected ;  the  comparatively  increasing  smoothness 
with  which  matters  have  lately  rolled  on,  must  be  a  source  of  great  consolation  to  every  one  in 
the  smallest  degree  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  parish,  or  of  the  island  at  large  ;  and  as  the 
future  can  only  be  guessed  at  by  comparison  of  the  past  with  the  present,  we  have  the  high 
satisfaction  of  anticipating  a  continued  improvement. 

I  have,  &c.. 
Captain  J,  M,  Higginson,  G.  M.  Lawson,  Senior  Magistrate, 

&c.     &c.     &c.  St.  James. 


Enclosure  18,  in  No.  18. 
Sir,  Manchester,  30th  June,  1841. 

End  18,  in  No.  18.  ^^  conformity  with  the  instructions  of  his  Excellency  the  govemoi',  it  now  beoomes  my 

duty  to  report  with  reference  to  the  parish  of  Manchester  : — 

The  principal  point  to  which  I  am  desirous  of  drawing  attention  is  the  progress  naade  in  th» 
settlement  of  townships  by  the  labouring  population.  Ebcclusive  of  various  small  establiak- 
ments,  there  are  now  at  least  seven  villages  deserving:  of  that  appellation.  The  nuneiber  of 
people  located  in  ea^h  I  will  not  attempt  to  estimate,  but  it  must  be  matter  of  regret,  as  I  have 
previously  ^ted»  that  no  legislative  enactment  exists  to  aid  the  accmmpliahment  of  a  profier 
knowledge  of  the  numbers.  Yet  I  think.I  am  within  bounds,  whjsa  1  stata  that  qb»  half  the 
families  formierly  atta<died  to  plantatione  in  this  parish  have  a  direct  interest  in  tfaa  small 
freehold*  to  which  I  now  refer.  The  demand  for  small  lota  of  land.slill  continues.  The^ 
paym^ts  for  those  lots  are  made  in  cash,  and  the  prices  appear  to  be  gradually  increasing;. 
Under  th^se  circ^oistanees,  it  would  have  been  but  reasonable  to  appreh^d,  that  not  only  tbe 
wh^le  of  the  labour  of  those  who  had  already  pucchased  should  has/9  been  withdrava  bma: 
the  large  plantation,  but  that  they  should^  judging  from  the  rapid  advancement  of  their 
building  and  plantations,  have  induced  other  labourers  wii«  could  jM>t  afiford  to  buy,  toghra^ 
their  labour  for  hire  to  their  former  fellow-slaves. 

It  may  be  useful  and  interesting  to  inquire  whether  this  has  been  the  fact  or  not-*-I  bdieve- 
not.  But  while  I  express  this  opinion,  I  must  admit,  that  in  certain  districts  in  wlnck  the 
sale  of  land  has  unfortunately  been  opposed,  a  defieiency  of  labour  has  prevailed.  But 
generally  on  properties,  as  far  as  my  observation  will  enable  me  to  judge  (and  I  have  used  mgr 
exertions  to  ascertain  the  truth)  labour  is  progressing  salisfactorily,  where  prompt  payment  and 
proper  arrangements  can  be  effected. 

Experienced^'planters  well  know  the  difficulties,  and  labour,  and  privations,  and  great  expense  of 
establishing  plantations  from  the  woods.  They  know  the  misery  of  dependence  on  patkwaya 
for  the  conveyance  of  their  supplies.  They  know  the  primary  difficulties  of  maintaining 
animals  to  aid  in  their  labours  and  promote  their  comforts,  and  they  can  well  estimate  tliB 
expense  of  forming  proper  roads.  Such  difficulties  as  these,  and  many  others  which  I  might 
enumerate,  have  been  encountered  by  the  mass  of  the  people  of  this  parislu  It  would  appear 
wonderful  to  those  whose  knowledge  of  the  physical  power  of  the  negro  is  only  confined  to 
his  unremunerated  specindens  of  lsd)our  during  slavery  and  apprraiticeship,  how  so  much  could 
have  been  accomplislied  on  the  small  lot  of  land  in  building,  planting,  dig^ng  ponds,  and 
n%ff]^\iig  fences^  as  has  be^  done  without  enta'ding  an  entire  cessation  of  labour  on  the 
{dantations  of  the  larger  proprietors.  Certainly  this  has  not  been  the  result — and  why  ?  I 
humbly  submit  for  consideration  the  reason :  it  is  because  his  emancipation  from  bondage. 
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his  new  hopes,  his  new  desires,  his  new  responsibilities^  in  short,  his  newly-born  ambitioni        JAKAIGA. 
stimulates  nim  to  exertions,  of  which  those  who  formerly  knew  the  "  Negro  character*'  believed  — • 

faim  incopftUe.  His  bodily  powers,  by  the  application  of  a  money  power,  are  multiplied 
bejpDiid  ealcvhtiofk.  He  can  now  labour  on  his  own  plantation,  and  spare  time  to  labour  on 
the  pkntations  of  others,  and  for  the  establishment  of  this  assertion,  I  confidently  appeal  to 
those  who  know  the  real  state  of  the  old  plantations  in  Manchester. 

I  now  refer  to  a  former  opinion  which  I  ventured  to  state,  that  labour  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  established  townsfa^  is  dbeaper  than  elsewhere.  That  opinion,  speaking  from  further 
^xptricnce,  appears  to  me  eorreet  But  I  will  now  go  further,  and  state,  that  labour  may  be 
obtained  at  reasonable  prices  from  townships  but  partially  established.  How  does  this  arise  ? 
I  ifaiiik  the  reason  strfGdently  olmous.  The  desire  to  became  independent  in  location  (from 
causes  wbieh  it  has  happfly  become,  in  a  majority  of  instances,  needless  to  trace)  predominates 
to  such  a  diegrea,  tliat  msmy  who  can  save  money  enough  to  pay  for  the  small  lots  of  land,  , 
exfaainBt  their  funds  in  doing  so^  Others,  richer  perhaps,  find  the  expense  of  building, 
planting,  &c.,  or,  in  other  words,  of  maintaining  themselves  by  the  expenditure  of  money 
mir»g  the  process,  beyond  ihcsr  previous  computation.  They  therefore  are  compelled  to  seek 
the  WMaan  of  snbsistence,  or  of  the  completion  of  their  houses,  &c.»  by  an  offer  of  their 
bboor  to  thoee  who  fortunately  have  the  means  of  remunerating  them  in  money.  If 
m  this  early  sta^^sueh  a  fact  can  be  established,  how  great  ground  is  there  for  the  encourage- 
laent  of  the  thatd  capitalist,  to  expect  that  there  will  annually  be  an  increasing  supply  of 
labour  for  the  evdtivation,  and  even  the  extension  of  the  euhtvation,  of  the  country.  Add  to 
tins  certainty,  that  under  such  a  system  the  population  must  increase  most  rapidly:  the 
knowledge  that  the  bodily  power  of  eadi  p^^on  who  was  formerly  known  as  a  slave  has 
already  increased  wonderfaUy,  and  then  I  think  no  alarm  need  spread  about  the  insufficiency 
of  labour  to  carry  on  the  cultivation^  if  sufficient  capital  can  be  found  to  encourage  the 
kbourers  in  their  preeent  peaceable  and  obedient  course,  and  to  protect  them  from  the  ilL  and 
corruption  whidi  an  absence  of  honest  eneouragement  anight  entail. 

I  confess  I  have  apprrfiensions  that  the  convulsion  which  at  present  prevails  in  the  money 
market  (want  of  eonfioeiaoe  has,  I  fear,  in^prudently  been  botn  here  and  in  England,  from 
Tarious  causes  which  I  here  forbear  for  I  hope  sufficient  reasons,  to  trace,  existed  anKmg  the 
proprietary  body)  may  have  a  most  injurious  ^Eect  on  the  progress  of  cultivation.  All  depends 
on  a  prompt  remuneration  in  cash  for  labour  performed,  provided  that  labour  be  not  effected 
OB  the  labourer's  own  kmd.  If  he  cannot  obtain  money  as  soon  as  worked  for,  he  will  submit 
to  any  privation,  and  trust  to  the  produce  of  his  land  for  remuneration  in  preference  to  giving 
credit  to  individuals. 

Let  us  see  what  the  small  settlers  have  accomplished,  in  averting  for  a  time  the  evil  of  which 
I  am  apprehensive.  Their  lots  have  been  paid  for  in  money.  The  absent  proprietors  generally 
have  opposed  the  sale  of  lands.  The  proceeds  therefore  of  the  sales  hove  not,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  oompensatioQ,  baea  withdrawn  from  the  country  to  its  detriment  They  have  been  put 
into  Ae  naads  of  men  compelled  to  live  in  the  country,  and  have  found  their  way  into  circulation 
for  dM  benefit  of  the  country.  I  believe  the  price  of  an  acre  has  been  between  four  and  six 
pounds  sterling,  exclusive  of  surveying  and  other  expenses.  And  if  this  be  the  case,  those  who 
Have  seen  the  est  eat  of  the  new  townships  may  form  some  idea  of  the  amount  of  money  dug. 
up,  principally  from  the  slaves'  hoard,  and  put  into  circulation  under  a  free  (^oration.  But 
the  extent  of  the  relief  to  the  demand  for  money  does  not  end  here.  The  daily  expenses  of  his 
new  estabhshm^it  must  be  defrayed;  money  must  be  taken  to  the  store  for  the  clothing,  food, 
&c,  of  those  even  who  are  disinclined,  or  who  are  too  independent  to  work  for  the  large  plantations. 
Lastly,  I  annex  an  official  memorandum  of  the  increase  of  tax  payers  from  1836  to  March, 
1841.  Imperfect  as  the  return  is  to  show  the  actual  number  having  landed  possessions,  it  is 
vahmble  to  prove  the  numbers  who  have  willingly  pointed  out  their  possessions  for  taxation, 
who  are  ready  to  bear  their  proportion  of  the  public  burdens  and  public  duties. 

The  parish  is  happily  relieved  by  beautiful  rains.  The  crops  of  cof&e  will  not,  as  far  as  my 
infiMViation  leads  me  to  expect,  be  very  large,  but  considerably  larger  than  they  have  been 
for  the  last  three  years.  The  extension  of  new  plants  has  been  greater  than  I  could,  withou 
a  mimife  inspection  of  the  new  townships,  have  anticipated ;  certainly  they  are  much  greater 
than  I  ia  nay  last  despatch  supposed.  It  is  matter  of  consolation  to  my  feelings  to  see  the 
population  of  this  parish,  so  latdy  held  in  slavery,  setthng  down  on  lands  held  in  their  own 
right,  into  an  independent  society,  ready  after  their  settlements  are  complete,  to  furnish  their 
redundant  labour  for  adequate  remuneration,  ready  to  be  moulded  by  just  and  equal  laws,  by 
kind  and  considerate  treatment,  into  a  happy  and  contented  peasantry,  or,  as  their  means  may 
be  apf>lioable,  into  a  powerful  body,  for  the  control  of  the  best  interests  of  the  country.  I 
can  still  appeal  to  the  ministers  of  religion,  to  testify  as  to  their  continued  desire  to  obtain 
religious  and  general  knowledge,  for  themselves  and  their  children.  And  I  appeal  to  the 
prison  returns,  for  testimony  of  their  peaceable  and  orderly  conduct. 

I  have,  &c. 

J.  Grant,  Stipendiary  Magistrate 

Number  of  tax  payers  in  the  parish  of  Manchester  in  the  year  1836     387 

1837  393 

1838  438 

In  the  year  (no  taxes)  1839    not  given  in. 

1840  1321 

1841  1866 

(Signed)  C  M.  Ingsam,  Qerk  of  the  Vestry. 
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Enclosure  19,  in  No.  18. 
Sir,  Manchester,  October,  1841. 

SncL  19,  in  No.  18.  My  periodical  Report  of  the  state  of  the  parish  of  Manchester  b  now  due.     Although 

I  have  little  to  add  to  my  previous  observations,  yet  I  have  great  satisfaction  in  stating  that 
my  hopes  and  expectations  and  opinions  set  forth,  have  in  the  most  material  points  been  fully 
supported  by  the  experience  of  the  past  half-year. 

Long  and  painful  illness  has  greatly  interfered  with  my  accustomed  occupations,  and  I 
must  confess  myself,  in  consequence,  less  acquainted  with  the  local  occurrenoes  than  I  might 
otherwise  have  been. 

I  am,  however,  enabled  to  report  that  the  progress  of  agriculture  has  been  more  satisfactory 
than  could,  imder  the  pecuniary  distress  which  has  so  generally  prevailed,  and  respecting  which 
I  felt  bound  to  express  my  apprehension,  have  been  expected.  The  rains  have  been  constant 
and  favourable^  and  the  plantere  seem  to  expect  a  tolerable  crop  of  coffee.  Picking  has 
partially  commenced. 

But  few  emigrants  have  been  introduced  into  the  parish  :  yet  I  have  the  strongest  appre- 
hension that  the  class  of  persons  which  has  been  imported  must  present  a  most  unfavorable 
example  to  the  black  population,  and  I  have  reason  to  suppose,  that  even  in  this  mild  climate, 
were  the  importation  of  people  such  as  these  adopted  on  a  large  scale,  the  sacrifice  of  life 
would,  from  their  constant  exposure  as  field  labourers,  be  unwarrantable  and  appalling.  Such 
an  importation,  too,  at  the  prevaiUng  costs,  would  soon  exhaust  the  funds  granted  to  the  pro- 
prietors as  compensation  for  their  slaves.  I  confess  myself  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  the 
importation  of  white  people,  with  their  accustomed  wants  and  habits,  could,  with  reference  to  the 
present  rate  of  wages,  have  the  immediate  effect  of  reducing  the  prices. 

In  making  this  statement,  I  must  not  be  understood  to  profess  the  opinion  that  an  increase  of 
population  from  wholesome  immigration  would  not  be  beneficial.  Most  earnestly  do  I  desire  that 
the  character  of  the  country,  by  just  and  wise  government,  and  successful  agricultural  operations, 
be  so  raised,  and  that  confidence  in  its  resources  should  be  so  established,  as  to  induce  small 
capitalist  to  immigrate  here,  and  to  invest  their  means  in  the  purchase  of  land,  and  thus  confer 
efficient  aid,  and  permanent  benefit,  on  the  best  interests  of  the  island.  Such  a  population 
.  would,  as  a  consequence,  be  more  enlightened  and  of  higher  character  than  those  now 
brought  here  at  enormous  expense. 

The  unprecedented  dry  weather  which  has  prevailed  has  caused  the  most  disastrous  con- 
sequences. The  short  crops,  and  some  other  reason  which  I  am  unwilling  to  repeat,  has 
shaken  the  confidence  of  the  English  capitalist,  and  the  withdrawal  of  funds,  will,  1  &ar,  unless 
a  better  understanding  speedily  takes  place,  in  too  many  instances  affect  the  amount  of  the 
coming  crops.  A  prompt  supply  of  money  will  undoubtedly  secure  every  berry.  The  suc- 
ceeding rains  have  induced  much  sickness  among  all  classes  in  the  parish  of  Manchester,  but 
I  think  the  reports  of  extensive  mortality,  among  the  black  labourers  particularly,  has  been 
greatly  exaggerated.  My  opinion  is  that,  in  the  township,  they  are  steadily  and  rapidly 
on  the  increase.  I  am  also  assured  that  they  are  anxious  to  secure,  and  are  securing  on  fair 
terras,  the  advice  and  aid  of  medical  men. 

The  progress  of  the  various  townships  is  rapid  and  satisfactory,  and  the  supply  of  labour 
emanating  from  these  villages  more  and  more  abundant.  On  this  head  I  have  much  pleasure 
in  referring  to  my  last  Report. 

The  desire  for  education  continues  unabated.  The  schools  are  generally  well  attended. 
It  is,  however,  my  painful  duty  to  mention,  that  some  of  the  National  Schools  in  this  parish, 
from  some  cause  which  I  do  not  presume  to  detail,  have  ceased  to  be  useful. 

With  reference  to  the  state  of  crime,  the  return  which  I  have  lately  had  the  honour  of 
transmitting,  shows  an  increase  applicable  to  the  general  popidation.  I  cannot,  however, 
consider  that  in  a  population  of  25,000,  twenty-three  convictions  in  Quarter  Sessions,  for  every 
description  of  offence  in  one  year,  affords  any  just  ground  for  alarm. 

The  coffee  crop  lately  shipped  has  been  rendered  very  small  by  the  alarming  dry  weather 
of  the  previous  seasons. 

It  is  not,  I  hope,  foreign  to  the  proper  purposes  of  this  Report,  that  I  should  mention  that 
the  roads  have  fallen  into  serious  disrepair.  It  would  appear  that  there  is  a  large  sum  of 
money  due  to  them,  but  as  the  Road  Law  seems  deficient  in  a  proper  provision  for  working 
out  the  road  taxes  and  grants,  the  interest  of  the  country,  I  venture  to  suggest,  demandb 
effective  legislation  on  this  important  point. 

I  have,  &c., 

J.  Grant,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 
Richard  Hill,  Esq. 
&c.     &c.     &c. 


^  Enclosure  20,  in  No.  18. 

Sir,  Windward  District,  Parish  of  Saint  Ann,  15th  Septemper,184I. 

Bncl  20  in  No.  18.  ^  have  the  honour  to  confirm  my  Report  under  date  of  the  31st  of  March  last,  since 

which  I  am  happy  to  state,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  the 
plestsing  indication  and  the  anticipations  then  held  out,  of  a  &vourabie  crop  of  sugar  this  year 
m  this  district,  will  be  most  fully  maintained ;  indeed  there  is  every  appearance  that  when  the 
crop  is  terminated,  the  result  will  exceed  in  the  total  the  number  of  hogsheads  previously 
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calculated  upon.    The  cultivation  of  the  su^r  cane  have  been  greatly  extended,  and  the  fields    ~   JAMAICA, 
better  concentrated  towards  the  vicinity  of  the  works  the  contingent  expenses  will  therefore  be  — *- 

diminished  in  a  proportionate  ratio. 

There  is  no  alteration  in  the  price  of  labour,  which  remains  as  stated  in  my  report  of  31st 
Au|^,  1840. 

Ground  and  other  cultivated  provisions,  the  staple  articles  of  f6od  for  the  consumption  and 
support  of  the  labouring  population  generally,  and  as  articles  of  trafic  with  them,  have  been 
more  abundant  lately,  in  consequence  of  the  favourable  rains  and  seasons  for  planting,  and  hence 
a  temporary  want  of  labour  has  been  partially  experienced  by  some  of  the  estates,  many  of  the 
people  having  been  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  their  own  fields.  Verdure  and  vegetation 
exhibits  the  most  pleasing  aspect  and  satisfactory  proof  of  the  dispensation  of  a  bountiful  and 
divine  Providence. 

The  pimento-crop,  which  is  nearly  concluded,  is  likely  to  be  a  plentiful  one.  The  gathering  in 
of  the  crops  has  qaused  an  abstraction  of  labour  from,  and  partial  suspensation  of,  the  manu- 
facturing of  sugar  for  some  weeks,  the  people  giving  a  preference  to  tnis  sort  of  employment, 
vhen  they  can  earn  with  ease,  when  the  trees  hsiVQ  borne  well,  two  shillings  to  four  shillings 
per  day  sterling. 

Crimes  have  rather  diminished  taking  together  the  trials  in  the  Quarter  and  Petty 
Sessions;  and  when  it  is  considered  that  m  a  parish  comprising  243,761  acres  of  land,  and  a 
slave  population  of  24,821,  in  the  year  1833,  as  by  returns  to  the  vestry,  and  that  very  many  of 
the  cases  now  adjudicated  in  the  courts,  were  formerly  punished  by  the  master  or  his  agent,  it 
reflects  great  credit,  and  speaks  much  in  favour  of  the  good  conduct  generally,  of  a  peasantry 
recently  released  from  the  degrading  and  abject  state  of  slavery. 

So  far  as  present  appearances  indicate  there  is  every  prospect  of  the  ensuing  crop  of  sugar, 
exceeding  the  present  in  quantity,  if  the  weather  continues  favourable. 

The  progress  of  the  rural  population  in  establishing  themselves  as  small  freeholders 
proceed  rapidly  on  the  increase;  the  people,  however,  do  not  hesitate  to  work  for  money  wages 
when  not  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  their  own  lands. 

The  culture  of  the  mulberry-tree  in  the  plantations  mentioned  in  my  last,  for  the  feeding  of 
the  silk-worm  and  production  of  raw-silk  is,  I  am  glad  to  say,  in  a  very  improved  condition. 
Notwithstanding  some  pecuniary  obstacles  at  the  commencement,  the  planting  manager 
informed  me  that  there  are  now  130  acres  planted ;  the  trees  are  in  a  most  flourishing  and 
luxuriant  state,  and  with  every  prospect  of  ultimately  proving  a  beneficial  concern  to  the 
proprietors.  It  is  intended,  he  said,  to  establish  350  acres  in  the  aggregate,  and  that  one  in 
cocoonery  would  be  comj^ed  in  a  few  days  hence,  when  he  would  commence  the  making  of 
raw  silk.  He  exhibited  two  beautiful  samples  of  white  and  yellow,  and  spoke  of  the  soil  as  being 
completely  adapted  for  the  purposes  contemplated. 

The  bad  conduct  of  the  domestic  servants  b  still  a  matter  of  complaint. 

The  progress  of  education  in  the  different  schools  are  favourable,  and  with  an  augmentation 
of  scholars  in  all  the  seminaries.  The  Branch  National  School,  lately  established  at  Saint 
Anne's  Bay  excepted,  on  which  there  is  a  reduction  in  consequence  of  several  of  the  scholars 
having  left  to  become  artisans. 

There  are  many  of  the  breeding  and  grazing  pens,  and  pimento  plantations  in  the  same 
neglected  state  as  last  represented. 

I  have,  &c., 

J.  WooLFRYs,  Stipendiary  Magbtrate. 
Captain  Higginson, 

&c.     &e.     &c. 


Enclosure  21,  in  No.  18. 

Sir,  Alley  Vere,  7th  October.  1841 . 

I  BEO  leave  to  transmit  my  half-yearly  Report  of  the  state  of  Agriculture  in  this  End.  21,  in  No.  18. 
parish,  with  such  other  information  required  from  me  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 

From  the  favourable  weather  we  have  had  for  the  last  four  months,  the  labourers  have  met 
with  constant  employment  on  every  state,  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling  to  one  and  sixpence  sterling 
per  day ;  and  from  what  I  can  learn,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  as  may  labourers  as 
are  required  to  cultivate  the  properties  at  this  price  ;  one  and  sixpence  being  the  sum  usually 
demanded  in  those  districts  where  not  so  well  populated  as  in  many  others. 

It  has  been  observed  by  some  of  the  oldest  planters,  that  from  the  present  appearance  of 
the  canes,  which  are  thriving  luxuriently,  they  will  return  from  three  to  four  thousand  hogs- 
heads of  sugar,  if  this  month  proves  equally  propitious,  whereas  four  hundred  hogsheads  were 
not  realized  last  year  from  the  unprecedented  drought  which  continued  for  such  a  length  of 
time,  that  some  estates  did  not  yield  one  hogshead  of  sugar,  when  it  is  fully  expected  that 
that  those  very  properties  will  produce  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  this  crop. 

The  latelv  emancipated  still  continue  purchasing  small  freeholds  wherever  land  is  offereiA 
for  sale  in  this  district ;  and  I  have  not  heard  that  this  retards  the  cultivation  of  sugar,  our  only 
staple  produce  in  the  parish  of  Vere.  I  should  think  the  contrary,  as  they  generally  are 
located  close  to  the  estates,  and  seem  happy  to  get  continuous  employment. 
f^  The  villages  are  increasing  both  in  size  and  population.  The  internal  commerce  is  much 
the  same  as  when  I  made  my  last  report  in  April. 

Education  among  the  ctuldren  of  the  peasantry,  I  am  happy  to  say,  is  progressing 
rapidly. 
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JAMAICA.  Crime  we  scarcely  have,  very  Utile  that  is  made  either  the  snlrjectof  summary  or  sessional 

adjudication ;  and  I  will  venture  to  assert,  there  is  not  a  peasantry  in  the  worid  better  oonducted, 

more  civil,  or  more  orderly  in  their  demeanour,  than  those'  in  Vene.  The  ren^  que^on^ 
which  caused  so  much  bickering  and  animosity  between  l&ndlord  and' tenant,  is  now  happily 
at  rest,  and  a  good  feeling  generally  exists  between  all  parties. 

I  have,  &c. 

Bernard  Mahon,  SHpetidary  Magistrate. 
J.  M.  Higginson,  Esq. 
&c.      &c.      &c. 


Enclosure  22,  in  No.  18. 

Sir,  StiJohn'si.Sth  October,  1841. 

Bncl  22»  in  No.  18.  I  beg  leave  to  forward  my  periodical  Report  on  tbe'stott^tif  agrieultureof  the  parah-<tf 

St.  JohnV,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Govemon  A>  gradual  improBreneiK: 
in  the  feeling  subsisting  between  the  employer  and  employed  has  taken  place  since  my  laet 
Report,  which  has  been  attended  by  beneficial  results,  and  that  system  of  indirect  oeeroion'  un- 
fortunately attempted  by  most  managers  at  the  commencement  of  freedom,  has  generaUy  gmn 
way  to  the  example  of  more  liberal  men,  and  their  experienoe  of  the  fact;  that  people  ju9t 
emerged  from  slavery  were  not  likely,  and  would  not  bear  what  had  formed  its  very  essence, — 
this  has  now  happily  almost  disappeared,  and  I  may  safely  assert  thats  I  do  not  think  the  body 
of  managers  in  this  parish  would  attempt  to  force  labour,  either  by  exorbitant  rent  or  inade* 
quate  payment  for  work  done.  This  has,  as  a  natural  consequence,  estabtished<a'feelingtrf  more 
confidence  on  the  other  side,  which  has  rendered  the  management  of  estates  more  safe,  labour 
more  uniform,  and  results  more  certain.  Case^  of  disputes  between  the  employer  and  labourer 
for  rent  and  payment  of  wages,  the  two  fruitful  sources  of  former  litigation,.  baTe  now  greatly 
diminished  in  the  local  courts.  This  parish  did  not  suffer  so-mooh  as  moat  others  during  the 
late  drought,  which,,  together  with  a  fair  command  of  labour,  will;  Stros^  make  the  present 
crop  a  good' average  one;  the  prospects  fbr  next  year  are  most  cheering*,  andailargaiaoreaw 
mav  be  fairly  expected ;  the  price  of  labour  here  varies  so  little  thai  t  maj^.  say  tfae<sum  of  one 
shilling  and  sixpence  sterling,  for  an  able  labourer  for nine^  iM^urs'  work,  is  univemd,  but  the 
mode  now  most  common,  and  found  most  beneficial  to  alt  partieB,  iv  that  of  ^  job  woifc/'  at 
which  the  people  cheerfully  labour.  T  have  been  credibly  informed  tbatoaiweUA^maaaged  ea*' 
tates,  where  the  plough  has  been  employed,  and  all  the  old,  and  now^tnaiecessary  expenses,  are 
curtailed,  the  usual  crops  can  be  maintained  at  little  more  tiian- the  snm  paid  fbr  "  coatm-^ 
gencies**  during  slavery.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  job^wr^rfe  is  s»  univenud  in  thia  parish, 
that  labour  is  very  rarely  undertaken  on  any  other  system;  amli  £  am  pleased  te  say-  that  the 
regularity  to  which  it  has  given  rise,  has  allayed  mudi  offbrmer  bearDbumings. 

in  conclusion,  I  beg  to  state  that  numerous  small  settlements  ar»  rising  on  all  side^  which 
has  already  given  the  face  of  the  country  a  more  cheerful  and  populated  appearance,  and  I 
have  no  reason  to  think  these  settlers  have  withdrawn  their  labour  fVom  the  cultivation  of  tba 
staples  of  the  island;  indeed  I  am  aware  these  persons  do  give  their  surplus  time,  after  the 
cultivation  of  their  provbion  grounds,  where  they  can  find  the  nearest  and' best,  mariiet;  Ghreat 
anxiety  is  generally  shown  by  all  classes  of  the  peasantry  to  have  their  children  educated,  and 
where  opportunities  are  afforded,  they  gladly  avail  themselves  of  them,  to  enable  their  ofiTspring 
to  enjoy  a  blessing  of  which  most  of  them  keenly  feel  the  want,  and  of  which  cbetrowtuskuatioD 
in  early  life  debarred  them  for  partaking;  with  this  feeling  so  universal,  I ragret> that  mare 
opportunities  are  not  put  within  their  reach ;  but  as  a  great  improvement  in  this  respect  has 
taken  place  within  the  last  few  years,  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  will  continue  to  increase,  and 
that  the  first  generation  of  Jamaica  freemen  will  at  least  have  the  opportunity  of  universal 
education. 

I  have,  &C. 
Captain  X  M.  Higginson,  P.  O.  RtHiJinr;  SUpeiidiairy  Justice. 

&C.      &C.       &0. 


Enclosure  23»  in.  No.  1& 


Heathfield,  St'.  Thomas  im  the  Vale; 
Sir,  12th' October,  1841'. 

Bncl,  23,  in  No.  IS.  It  wa8^my  duty  torejport  last  year,,  that  the.  crops  had  fkllen  off  in  the  parish  of  St. 

Thomas  in  the  Vale,  and  I  then  anticipated  that  the  causes  to  which;  1  attributed  the  defi- 
ciency woitld»afiect  the  crop  of  the  present  year.  Such  has  been  the  case,  yet  I  am  exceedingly 
gratified)  to  state  that,,  notwithstanding  that  fact,  the  sugar  and*  rum  crops,  which  have  just 
lleen  taken  off  m  this  p8urish>  are  fully  equal  to  the  average  of  the  apprenticeship  crops,  and  my 
observations,  and>  the>  information  which  I  have  received,  lead  me  to  expect,  that  if  we  are 
blessed  with  seasons  as  faivourable  as  they  generally  are,  and  no  unforeseen  occurrence  inter- 
venes to  blight  the  present  prospects^  the  estates  in  this  parish^  will;  in- 1842,  or  at  furthest  in 
1848i  yield  aa  large  crops  as*  they  generally  did  in  the  days  of  slavery.     It  is  certain  that  a 
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^inoreaBetbe  staple  jpfoduclions  of  ^ihe  Jslami  ,to  an  dxtent  fartbeyond  what  tbey  have  ever'jet        JAMAdlCUlu 
;alt«intd.    'When  ^atetpfjee  and  loc^ital  4haU  .ha^e  been  .obtain«d,  then. a  further  supply  of  *"^ 

ilabourtmaytbe  finind  jMOonat^^  i)ut  ^  present}  I  tbeUeve,  the  supply  is  quite  ^equate  to  .the 
•ckiaeBd. 

Ab  by  oommoO'troiMenty  theptioe  of  .labour  has  boen  fixed  jit.one  -shiQiifg^aad  sixpence  j)er 
day  fer  able  people.;  iwcBlBerbflndsfraMe  from  that  price  do«\'mvards.  Con^plaints  are  some^ 
times  made  that  the  work  is  sluggishly  performed  and  insufficient,  but  job* work  eflfectiial^ 
olnriatfie  this  evil,  afid  Lam  ^d  to  peraeive  Ibat  it  .is  very; generally  resorted  to.  The  rent 
questioii'ifi  settled  in  this  parish,  the  generalirate^. where  rent  isoharged  (for  on  several  jpro*- 
perties  it  is  not)^  is  a  shilling  par  vi^eek  .for^eaohtcott^e,  -and  as  much  more  ibr  provision 

J. 0QB8ider.it  .to  be^owLgeaerallyadmitted*  that  a«sugar-estate.<can  »be  cultivated  with  .free 
.lahdur  as  ^cheaply  and  as  profitably  as  under  the  ei^pioded  .slave  system ;  .whenever  J. ha^e 
tasked  the  question,  •  the , answer ^haa  always  been  either  in  favour  of  free  labour^  or  that  the  dif- 
ifmnce  is-vtry  little>  and  in  the  ^latter  oeLse,  I  have  invariably  found  that  the  interest  of  the 
•aompdisalion  (whieh  is  s^om  regarded  in  making  the  calculation). thrown  in  the  scale>  is  suf- 
ffioient  to  turn: the  .balance  deeidedly  in  £aivour  of  freedom,  nor  is  the  rental  of  the  negro 
raottages  (ao  iaeonsideraUe  aum)  always  taken  into  the  .account.  That  this  result  has  been 
tvtaliaed  in  «8o  short  a. period  of  titae  must  be  exceedingly  gratify  ii^  to  every, good  man,  pac- 
tiaularly  wbenbefcantemplatos  the  benefit  as  progressively  inoproving  and  extending  itself,.and 
tpermaaant  in  its  chawcter;  that  property,  no  longer,  subject  to  the  internal  gnawiqgsof  slaveiy, 
is  aww.frae  ^firom  .all  tbate  lattadts  and  alarms twhich  were. ever  endauigering  its  existence  aaid 
.mdiiaing  lits  .value. 

;fiy  way^af  aaeerfeaimng  thetproigress  of  the  rural  population  in  .establishiixg  themselves  as 
small  freeholders,  I  referred  to  the  tax-rolls  of  the  parish,  and  found  that  the  number  offraa- 
Mds  under  len.aares,  on;tliej28th  day  of  March,  1840,  anaounted  to  405,  and  that  in  twelve 
«Kmtbs  after,  they  had  increased  to  887,  to  which  i  think  rjaay  be  added  at  least  200  mor^ 
'Wbieh  ware  aot  giwen  in^aeparately,  but  .were  included  in  the  returns  as  .part  and  parcel  of  the 
(jMnopertiastawhich  they  originally  Mlooged.  Assuming  the  number  of  small  settlements.in  this 
<f*mh  vthtohhareibeen  purchased  by  lately  liberated  slaves  up  to  the  28th  of  March  last,  to  :hp 
lanly  8G0,.aad«ince'that;tinae  SOO  mare,  I  estimate.that  the  numUerof  persons  liberatedXy  .the 
JRwaaripatiop .Act  located  <apon  these  settlements,. cannot  be  Jess  than  7,000.  JBy.a  retun^ 
.prnriaatsri  to  -the  tHonse  tof  J^mbly  an 'the  IQth^of  tideaember,  ,1834,  the  ,  number,  of  apprea- 
liaeB  fohtsd-inrthisipainh.avetahown  ito  have  been  10,352,^80  that  ^fi^r  allowing  .3>648.as  Jip- 
crease,  without »aay  dcduetioDifiwr  deaths,  it  .appears,  if  inny. circulation  Js- correct^  tbat.about 
■MO  hairpftihem'apeiresiditig  an;laads  aitberrbeloi)igi]|g.to  theiaeelves  or  their  relatives.  Jtmay 
he-«hMfghtjlb«t4ny'aftiBsate  isttoo  high,!  almost  .mistrust  ittmyself,  yet  Lbfg  to. observe  thtft 
IhsfeafeigmwiaUy^tbreefar  feurtrntta^eB  ereetad^m^aa^h  .of  these  little  ;patcbesof  land  suffix 
cient  to  accommodate  a  negro's -&mity,  whiehiis  nattobe  eoniputed  like  an  Eqglishman's.  It 
is  not  confined  to  his  wife  and  children,  Jiut  embraces  his  own  and  his  wife*s  father,  mother, 
brothflii,^airtews,  ^iephesws,.aiecBB,.ar  scwie  of  them,  and  frequently  jaore  distant  relative^^  ac- 
cording to  the  circumstances  of  the  parties. 

There  is  a  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  Jthe  eflfect  that  these  settlements  have  on  the  steady 
su}^ly  of  labour,  as  those  who  purchase  land  are,  for  the  most  part,  men  of  the  best  character 
and  skill ;  I  dare  say  that  the  time  devoted  to  thetr/ow n  ^airs  frequently  causes  inconvenience 
to  the. estate  where  they  were  formarly  resident,  not  so  much  by  the  withdrawal  of  their  mere 
labour,  as  by  the  loss  (even  for  a  time)  of  their  experience,  influence,  and  local  efficiency ;  but 
open  tbe-whbfc,!  see  i no  reason  to  alter  the  opinion  expressed  by  me  'last  7ear,  "  that  the 
wmers  of  these  small  settlements  spend  little  more  time  otr them  than  they  were  in  the  iuibit 
of  doing  on  the  estates  negro-grmmds;*' further  than  to  except  the  femfides  (from  its  fUll«eope. 
The  •proprietor  of  an  estate  in  this  parish  tells  roe  that  every  one  of  the  late  apprentices  had  left 
the  property  and  located  themselves  elsewhere,  'the  greater  -part  on  adjiicent  ilandsipurchased 
from  him,  and  that  he  can  at  all  times  obtain  as  many  labourers  as  he*requir6s.  Upon  another 
estate  where  about  sixty  acres  of  land  has  been  cut  up  and  sold  in  sracdl  lots,  ^I  amtinfofmed 
that  more  people  flock  to  the  fields  than  are  required,  so  much  so  <  that  the  gangs  (have  been 
limited,  and  the  superintendents  tlesired  to  reject  all  ap^^licants'beyondtthe^prescrijbad'nnnttwr. 

I'have,  &c. 

Captain  J.  M.  Higginson,  T.  W.  Jackson,  Btipeodiary  Justice. 

&c.     &c.     &c. 


Enobsure.34,  in  No.  Ifi. 


Woodhall  Pen,  St.vDorothy,  Jamaica, 
Sir,  From  1st  Sept.  to  1st  Oct.  11841. 

iHis  BxcelleBcy  must  expect  that  tim,  my  third  half-yearly  .Report,  inaome  respects.  End.  24,  in  No.  18. 
must.ofeonsequenee  be  a  repetition  of  the  former. ones. 

The  priee  of  agricultural. labour  is  about  one  shilliiKg  and  aixpeaee  sterling,  deseendingto 
nine-penoe  per  day,  and  day  labour  is  more  general  than. task^  work  in  this  parish ;  it^q^eairs^ 
however,  to  go  on  smoothly  enough,  coasideriag  the  number  and  tempers  of  the. hdxHJrers- em- 
ployed in  some  of  theee  gangs.  The  ploMgh  is  in  geaeral  4i»e.in  this  parish,  and  enables  the 
planter  to  put  in  60  acres,  where  he  formerly  put  in.coily  20.  acres  of  Ganes,fthe.Jand<isof  coune 
unproved  by  the  neeessarily  increased  number  ofvhomed  stock,' it  has  also  decreased  the.niuaber 
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JAMAICA.        of  hands  formerly  required  for  digging ;  it  is  therefore  an  improved  point  in  the  a^nculture  of 
"""  this  country,  from  the  paucity  of  the  population.    I  have  not  heard  any  well-founded  complaintu 

of  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  labourers, this  year^  but  I  have  heard  many  complaints  of  a 
want  of  money  to  pay  them  with,  and  if  emigration  does  not  increase  the  population  to  an 
amount  I  believe  unhoped  for  by  the  most  sanguine  well-wisher  to  its  success,  I  am  afraid  the 
want  of  money  will  considerably  decrease  the  cultivation  of  the  staples  mentioned  in  the  Circular 
of  1st  August,  1840. 

The  silk-worm  establishment  in  this  parish  appears  to  promise  success  with  care  and 

Sitience.   Should  it  do  so,  the  abandoned  cane-field  may  eventually  yield  mulberry-leaves,  and 
e  buildings  become  adapted  for  rearing  worms,  and  spinning  silk. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  must  confirm  the  prediction  in  my  last  Report  of  the  ruinously  small 
crops  in  this  parish  made  this  year.  I  believe  that  about  one-third  of  the  former  crop  covers 
the  amount,  being  about  200  tons  of  sugar,  100  puncheons  of  rum,  and  40  tierces  of  coffee. 
The  prospects,  however,  for  the  approaching  crop  are  immense,  the  weather  having  been  most 
favourable  for  the  large  quantity  of  land  turned  by  the  plough^  and  otherwise.  1  have  heard 
gloomy  anticipations  of  a  shortness  of  hands  to  take  off*  this  fine  crop ;  however,  from  the 
peculiar  fondness  of  this  kind  of  manufacture,  I  have  no  such  fear.  Small  quantities  of  land 
continue  to  be  purchased  by  settlers,  and  though  not  to  the  same  degree  as  at  first,  after  the 
expiration  of  the  Abolition  Act,  still  sufficiently  numerous  are  the  purchases  by  apparently  the 
poorer  labourers,  to  surprize  any  traveller  from  Great  Britain,  where  labourers  do  not  often, 
from  inability,  save  money.  Most  of  the  respectable  labourers  possess  land  and  cultivate  it  on 
Saturdays,  when  not  employed  on  estates ;  it  is  therefore  to  be  expected  as  their  families  in- 
crease, that  numerous  small  freeholds  will  rather  add  to  than  diminish  the  number  of  respec- 
table labourers,  particularly  if  situated  on  the  borders  or  adjacent  to  large  working  pro* 
perties. 

The  small  villages  are  gradually  increasing ;  and  if  the  roads  and  means  of  carriage  were 
more  attended  to,  interior  commerce  would  flourish ;  but  from  the  increased  price  consequent 
on  the  difficulty  of  transports,  mountaineers  resort  much  to  the  low  lands  to  purchase  articles 
required.  We  have  in  this  parish  (one  of  the  smallest  in  the  island)  two  national  schools  where 
120  children  are  instructed  daily,  besides  Church  Missionary,  Baptist,  and  other  seceders,  where 
perhaps  the  same  number  are  also  instructed ;  these  are  all  only  instructed  in  the  rudiments  of 
a  plain  education  and  are  progressing.  There  is  still  great  difficulty  in  detecting  criminals 
from  tlie  want  of  moral  courage  generally  among  the  population,  but  1  am  happy  to  state  that 
not  more  than  five  or  six  felonies  per  annum  have  occurred  in  this  parish  for  two  years ;  there 
are  numerous  petty  session  causes  of  assaults,  indecent  and  disgusting  language,  &c. 

There  is  a  great  mania  for  native  preaching  among  the  peasants  seceding,  (from  the  European 
Baptists,)  and  which  is  sometimes  to  be  compared  to  the  **  blind  leading  the  blind,"  jud^ng 
from  some  of  their  private  correspondence  whfeh  I  have  perused,  and  which  shows  as  great  a 
want  of  education  as  need  of  proper  places  of  religious  worship. 

I  have,  &c. 

Captain  J.  M.  Higginson,  W.  A.  Bell,  Stipoidiary  Magistrate. 

&c.     &c.     &c. 


Enclosure  25,  in  No.  18. 
Sir,  Clarendon,  23rd  November,  1841. 

EneL  25,  in  No.  18.  The  last  Report  sent  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  by  me  gave  a  most  distressing 

account  of  the  prospects  of  the  planters  in  this  district  of  the  island,  and  the  then  state  of 
agricultural  matters,  resulting  from  the  extraordinary  continuance  of  dry  weather. 

The  subject  of  the  present  communication  is  of  a  more  agreeable  nature,  and  will  afford 
more  satisfaction  to  parties  interested  in  the  late  momentous  changes  which  have  occurred  in 
the  structure  of  society  in  this  colony. 

In  May  last  the  ram  commenced  to  fall  in  this  district,  and  has  continued  at  short  intervals 
ever  since,  until  the  land  has  been  saturated  to  an  extent  hitherto  seldom  happening.  The 
season  of  sugar-making  is  just  about  commencing,  and  the  crop  on  most  estates  wul  be  an 
average  good  one.  As  compared  to  the  condition  of  the  country  last  year,  its  present  state 
and  prosperity  are  truly  wonderful. 

During  the  time  the  country  had  been  suffering  under  the  late  unprecedented  drought  the 
social  relations  of  the  agricultural  portion  of  the  community  (though  formed  of  materials  at 
the  first  glance  so  discordant)  continued  in  a  state  of  the  most  perfect  harmony. 

The  most  observable  difference  between  the  state  of  things  in  Jamaica  and  in  other  countries 
(which  have  long  been  more  happily  situated)  is  to  be  found  in  the  deficiency  of  domestic 
servants,  the  exorbitant  wages  paid  them,  and  their  consequent  unsteadiness  in  their  conduct 
and  engagements.  This,  no  doubt,  has  arisen  from  their  affluence  (in  other  countries  so 
unusual)  from  the  means  they  have  of  acquiring  money  by  field  labour,  a  species  of  employ- 
ment they  generally  prefer  as  giving  them  more  freedom  from  the  restraint  of  domestic  occu- 
pations. Judging  the  negro  by  the  test  of  a  comparison  of  the  amount  of  labour  done  by  him 
and  the  labourers  in  England  or  of  the  northern  portions  of  Europe,  he  may  be  found  to  fall 
far  short  in  industry ;  but  as  a  labourer,  he  may  challenge  competition  in  the  tropics,  and  he 
is  undoubtedly  as  industrious  as  the  generality  of  the  inhabitants  of  warm  climates.  Isolated 
cases  occur  of  European  labourers  in  Jamaica  far  outstripping  him  in  laborious  work,  though 
too  certainly  rewarded  by  premature  death. 

Jamaica  is  singularly  situated  in  respect  to  the  price  of  labour  and  food.    The  negro  is  so 
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temperate,  and  in  food  (of  the  coarse  description  he  prefers)  so  sparing  in  its  consumption,       JAMAICA, 
that  unless,  as  in  the  extraordinary  case  of  Vere  during  the  last  two  years  (when  the  cultivation  — 

of  the  ground  roots  used  by  the  labourer  ceased  from  want  of  rain  to  be  resorted  to)  the  price 
of  labour  is  little,  if  at  all,  affected  by  the  fluctuations  in  the  price  of  food.  The  principal 
earnings  of  the  negro  are  spent  in  luxuries  and  in  the  indulgence  of  their  vanity.  On  '^  Seven 
Plantations'*  estate,  in  my  immediate  neighjbourhood,  (and  the  same,  if  not  universal  in  Cla- 
rendon and  Vere,  is  nearly  similar  on  every  estate,)  the  negroes,  both  males  and  females,  are, 
with  few  exceptions,  each  of  them  in  possession  of  a  horse,  and  most  expensive  clothing,  and 
many  other  expensive  superfluities ;  the  p^ple  on  this  estate  are  nevertheless  the  most  orderly 
and  industrious  in  the  parish  of  Clarendon.  The  possession  of  so  much  wealth  by  the  labourer^ 
in  some  other  countries  might  induce  an  abandonment  of  laborious  pursuits^  though  such  is 
not  the  effect  here. 

It  might  be  inferred  from  these  statements  that  this  state  of  things  in  a  pecuniary  point  of 
view,  must  necessarily  be  equally  favourable  to  the  European  labourer.  Such  is  not  the 
case.  The  white  man  requires  a  portion  of  his  diet  to  consist  of  animal  food  to  support  his 
enervated  frame ;  the  negro  seldom  uses  it  The  white  man  cannot,  like  the  negro,  exist  on  a 
sweet  potato  or  a  cocoa,  and  on  the  salt  and  refuse  of  a  herring-barrel,  nor  can  he  live  for 
weeks  on  the  fruits  of  the  country,  as  the  negro  labourer  frequently  does.  The  negro  with 
impunity  can  go  unclothed  in  all  seasons,  in  the  noonday  sun  or  under  the  midnight  damps, 
defjnng  the  rains,  and  inhaling  the  malaria  of  the  swamps  with  perfect  safety.  It  is  well 
known  how  fatal  all  this  would  be  to  the  European,  yet  I  have  known  white  emigrants  igno- 
Tantly  expose  themselves  unnecessarily  to  all  these  dangers.  The  necessaries  of  life  which  the 
white  labourer  requires  are  precisely  the  same  as  in  his  native  country  (vrith  the  exception  of 
firing)  and  these  are  only  to  he  purchased  at  double  the  cost  of  the  same  articles  in  England, 
while  his  wages,  estimating  them  at  about  one  shilling  and  sixpence  sterling  per  day,  are  not 
higher  than  the  wages  which  nraiy  be  procured  in  England,  and  are  much  lower  than  are  usual 
in  other  colonies  where  the  demand  for  labour  is  great,  and  the  cUmate  not  of  that  dangerous 
description  hke  the  climate  here.  In  this  country,  where  sickness  so  much  prevails,  the 
charge  to  the  poor  for  medicine  and  medical  advice  is  from  three  to  four  times  the  price  of  the 
same  in  England ;  and  with  respect  to  food,  the  price  of  salt  pork,  not  of  the  best  quality, 
varies  from  one  shilling  and  sixpence  to  one  shilling  sterling  per  pound.  The  price  of  yams, 
(used  as  a  substitute  for  potatoes)  has,  within  the  last  four  years,  varied  from  twelve  shillings 
to  eight  shillings  sterling  per  cwt.  The  cost  of  these  articles  sufficiently,  as  an  example,  proves 
the  excessive  cost  of  the  necessaries  of  life  in  this  colony. 

It  is  not  to  be  inferred  from  these  observations  that  I  have  any  desire  to  retard  the  increase 
of  population  in  Jamaica  by  emigration.  The  country  is  not  sufficiently  peopled  ;  but  by  my 
report  to  you^  dated  1st  January,  1841, 1  then  showed  that  the  working  population  of  Jamaica 
had  been  increased  rather  than  diminished  by  the  change  of  apprenticesnip  to  freedom.  I 
am  satisfied  that  it  is  easy  to  prove  that  the  colony  cannot  reap  advantage  from  a  system  of 
emigration  which  drains  it  of  capital,  nor  any  permanent  augmentation  of  the  numbers  of  the 
population  from  the  importation  of  white  labourers^  bound  to  servitude  and  depressed  in 
spirit  by  disappointment — alternately  the  subject  of  the  mockery  of  the  free  negro  or  tlie 
object  of  his  pity.  It  is  very  possible  that  individual  speculative  proprietors  of  sugar  estates 
and  coffee  properties^  having  great  command  of  capital,  may  reap  from  this  scheme  a  par- 
tial and  present  gain ;  but  it  would  be  difficult  to  show  how  the  community  can  be  benefited 
by  the  introduction  of  a  population  which  (by  deaths  at  the  same  ratio  at  which  they  have 
hitherto  occurred)  must,  in  less  than  ten  years,  disappear  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 

I  have,  &C. 
Captain  J.  M.  Higginson,  Hall  Pringle,  Stipendiary  Magistrate, 

&c.     &c.     &c.  Clarendon  and  Vere. 


Enclosure  26,  in  No.  18. 
Sir,  Highgate  District,  St.  Mary,  25th  October,  1841. 

In  reply  to  your  Circular,  No.  994,  calling  for  a  report  on  the  state  of  agriculture  in  End.  26,  in  No.  18* 
this  district,  I  have  the  honour  to  state — 

1.  Owing  to  the  drought  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  last  year,  the  spring  cane-plant  was 
not  established  till  much  later  than  usual.  The  crop  of  this  year,  therefore,  although  greater 
than  that  of  the  preceding,  will  be  extremely  backward.  I  regret  also  to  have  to  add  that  the 
same  cause  will  have  a  like  effect  on  the  ensuing  crop,  although,  from  the  general  extension 
of  the  cane-fields,  there  is  every  likelihood  of  a  progressive  increase  in  the  quantity  of  sugar 
made. 

2.  The  provision  lands  of  the  labourers  having  also  suffered,  labour  has  been  more  abun- 
dant than  usual,  the  price  varying  from  one  shilling  and  sixpence  to  two  shillings  and  sixpence 
sterling  per  field  task,  completed  in  most  instances  by  eleven  or  twelve  o'clock.  This  is 
independent  of  an  allowance  of  rum  and  sugar  given  on  the  greater  number  of  estates. 

3.  There  is  an  evident  desire  on  the  part  of  the  negro  to  purchase  land,  particularly  in  the 
lower  portion  of  the  district,  if  the  soil  be  good.  And  where  purchases  are  made  in  the  vicinity 
of  estates  the  labour  of  the  purchaser  is  not  immediately  withdrawn  from  the  market ;  in  fact, 
an  impetus  may  for  the  time  be  given  to  it  in- providing  the  means  wherewith  to  complete  the 
terms  of  the  purchase,  and  to  establish  the  settler  in  his  new  home.  But  so  soon  as  his  house 
is  finished  and  his  provision  crop  at  maturity,  I  am  of  opinion  that  his  labour  will  generally  be 
confined  to  his  own  freehold,  as  being  sufficiently  remunerative  and  attended  with  more 
independence. 
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JAUAKUL  4.  ThR«  ba^eibe«ntioiBleriQrMriUages  esteblkhcd  .in  .this  district  ^inae  tbe  aboUticm*o 

'"""'  ^davBvy^ibitt  nhere'hfts  i)eeivia  «aa»derable  tinopense  in  the -reUiLoeaunaree  of  theMOuiktnf, 

^oceasMBed'bvtiie^xpcndittiQe  of  MOMv^migeBiin  the.pin^hase  of  .luxurioB  and  UMM^e.arlicieB 

.*of) ted^iBd  JclotkiBg  \«kiehtwerefoii»eriyiHKport«d  firam\Gfwt:Britain  h^  the  prQpneUv^  aad 

fte«iBhed<by  law  to  IlK.labnuvMB. 

5.  Tbevbligatioa  to  pay  rentrbeing  now  admitted  by  tbe^paaiaiitigr^^nd  th&adjmoistnLtian 
.of  the  iaw  boiig  more  vniibrm,  finom  Wing  ^be^t^r  understood,  rail  toifiwaderstandiog  on  this 
Tj^ntatingJi|ae8tfonifaasocoaoed^.aid  ki^  wh«i»  ^^ges  lare'Cfgularly  paid»  is  leaB^capricioMB 
akfaough  still 'inadeqirate  to  the  demand.  There  are,  ihoweiier,  two  .causes  .wiuoh.have  opa- 
.fated  against -Ae  ability  ofaanKjaf  the.plaateFs  to  turn  this.fcvouprthl»  event  >to.afif)QHnt>  The 
^ff*t  is, rtbe^osmpeosatian-aMney  having  been  paid  to  .the^iNcrcAan^rat  .the.teraiiBation  of  the 
apprenticeship.  The  second,  the  uncertainty  which  has  existed  with  respeatrtaitliie.diifaticm 
of  the  protectrv  duties.  The  first  has  perhaps  been  eoneequenttoa  ttte^awoad ;  for  asaiaety- 
innei estates  ant  of  ^iwadred^were  under  imortgege  atttheitiaie,  the  naertg^gee  or. merchant, 
doubtfolas  to  the  result  of  tkefreefiystem^  and.  uncertain  as*  to  .the -dusation  of  .the  protective 
duties,  €enceiT«d,^to  use  a  in^gar  adage,  that  <^a  bird  in  ithe  hand  .was  worth. two. in  the  buali,'' 
and  ftherefbre  claimed  the-oompeasatien^oaoney,  altliough  the  tsljghtest  .reflection  must  bMB 
rcoffvioced  him  that  in  doi^g  so  he  withdrew  the  very  subUiiute  whifih  was  given  by.tbe 
Govavnroent  for  the  ccmipulsory  labour  of  the  alave. 

The  crops^  therefore,  of  manyestates  have  deertasedfran  the  inabili^  of  the  propii- 
-etor  torpay  for  labour,  .whilst  the  erops  of  others,  mot  mtrinsiGallv  onore  jpraductive,  .aaie 
•iacreased  from  the  opposite  cause.  It  is'Certainly  not  the  fact^tbat. tbe'eaqpenaes  £ontii|geat  an 
'■ufsr  cultivation  ere  now  less  than  they  were  Tomaerly,  although  IJbeliov^it  to  be  aoquaa- 
tionable  that' they  are  lar  from  being  sach  as  to  be  unprofitable  in  good  ^oils  aad.favauGable 
"Massns.  Bat' the  success  o^  the  phmterwrll  depend  naainly  an  tlibe  (Confidence  .of  the  niaa« 
:ehant,  forthe  chief  expenses  of  sugar  cultivation  amst  be  in  advcuace  of  vpcoductiaa  at  leait 
'fifteen -months ;  and  if  there  are  not  the  naaans  of-aowiag  I hoFo.oaQaot*be. the  ability « to  iwq^ 

As  for' the  banks,  the  planter  (I  neiean  the  (planter  with  an  astate,  but  .without  capital)  hag 
(dartved  little  beaefit  from  their  institutian.  They  atartad  with^^paper  circulation  .aot 
redeemable  in  specie.  On  this  they  gave  unlimited  .credit  to  speeulators  (unconnected  wilh 
.the>9oil. 

Thfy  -ppeferred  names  with  a  floating  cash  credit,  doing  .an  aaormous  pigMr  business,  .to 

nnanes  withr a  landed  security,  whose  tmnsactioas  were  oonfiaed  to.the^sure,  but  hmitedbas- 

ness  of  agricultural  expenditure.     One  of  their  number,  nalcnlating  on  aipperior  resoucece^ 

^■epmtiiue  ajfterissaedsooles  redeemable  in  specie.    This  at  onoe  Droi|ght  credits. to  a« cash 

jurarDfirement ;  a  general  scramble  ferfiiat  .payments  wwitbe  result.;  andlattoGhmeats  auuler-A 

law  avigioating  with  the  bankingiinstitutiaBs/.^veretsatuiHarily  (issued  against  the  credit  tsader, 

*on  the  most  ordimTy  lailove  An  the; punctuality; of  .busiaess;  a^iului^e  <«riginally.toleiated.tgf 

>the  laxityuoflrasiaess^Tufes  in  thisneountry,i€md  aecessarily  consequent  ton  a  withdoawal  fram 

the  traderof  thexasfa  aripeper  eredit,  fncm  whiefa  aioneffa^  spruqg.his^axtonsive  bnt.uomb- 

*  stantial  transaetions. 

These,  atlaehmeotsbraugfat  the^goods  of  the  debtor  to  the  hanuner  aucaaimple  aowipupcr 
notice ;  and  as  the  general  panic  obliged  every  one  to  close  his. accounts,  ^and  a»  evei^  <ik- 
ceeding  iailure (produced  increased  distrust,  and  nsoney  was.not.toJbe  had^.thcae  goods  wase 
sold  Qia  tithe  of  their  value,  and  thenonof  hundreds  followed. 

6.  As  I  have  mentioned  "  good  soils''  esbeing  requisite  ;for  vprofitable  cultivation,  I  majr 
observe  in  explanation  that  I  do  not  think  that  <at  the  price  at  ^whieh  it  will  be  imperative' to 
confine  sugar  in  the  British  market  to  insure  the  continuance  of  the  protective  duties,  it  will  be 
possible  to- carry  on  advantageously  in  this  parish,  at  the  present  price,  of  labour,  ^he  culti- 
vation of  the  poorer  sugar  estates. 

In  many  parishes  in  whichthepnee-af  labour  is  not  *aattehJ»eyond  one-half  of  what  it  is  in 
this,  it  will  be  possible  to  cultivate  advantageously  estates  not  a  whit  superior  to  those  which 
it  will  be  requisite  to  abandon  in  St.  Mary,  and  for  this  reason.* 

At  the  termiiTation  of  the- apprenticeship  thesevparishes  differed  from  St.  Mary  in  possesaiog 
resident  proprietors,  who  preferred  making  an  inuaediate  and  temporary  .sacrifice  for  the 
attainment  of  a  prospective  and  permanent  advantage,  to  the  attainment  of  a  temporary  ad  van- 
tace  at  the  expease  of  a  permanent  eviL 

They  themlore  held  out  for  such  wages  as  they  could  afford  permanently  to.;gifve;  and, 
aithough.at  a  great  sacrifioeiat  theitime,  th^yareaow  reaping  the  fruiis  of  their  firnmeas. 

IntOMkiog  these  remarks/I  by  ao  metes  antend.to  cast^  reflection  on  thoce  attorneys  who, 
at  the  terminaticffv  of  tkeappMntieeship,  ^gave  such  waaes  as  enabled  them  to  take  oiff. their 
respective  crops.  In  fact  die  consequences  to  those  who  pursued  a  different  course  (in  the 
lossof  their  appointments)  would  tend  to  prove.that  they  would,  not  have  been  justified  in 
assuraiag'tfae  responsibility  of ;  proprietors  in  looking  to  the  future.  JBut  the  fiaict  of  some  of 
these  gentlemen  having  refused,  as  I  am  told,  the  charge  of  estates  which  could. not  be  uphidd 
at  the  rate  of  wages  taey  had  established,  is  a,proorof  the  correctness  of  .nay  assertion  as 
respects  the  poorer  or  more  hilly  estates,  whilst  it  ahows  that  an  injury  has  been  inflicted  on 
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But  inckpetldently  of  obstades  which  might  have  beea  obvialedv and! wUsh' core:  evea  now       JAMAICA.. 
sdBceptible  of  amdioradon,  I  may  observe  that  the  free  system  has  as  yet  net  hada  tm  tcial.  -*— 

Tb  say  nothing  of  the  time  requisite  for  allaying  fermentation  after  so  greata.mroiiition, 
loT'derelopinff  each  natttral  link  of  society  after  the  dissolution  of  all  artifiaial  bendsi^  and  for 
mnling  them  m  one  great  chain  of  mutual  dependence,  the  experiment  o£  freer  labour  has  had 
t<r<?OBtend  against  the  most  unfavoumble  seasons;  add  to  which  ihrdbstructiootof  canes  by. 
trespass^  when  there  was  a  total  cessation  of  labour,  compelled  the  planter^  in  many  instances^, 
to  eut  hk' canes  every  four  or  five  months,  not  for  the  purpose*  ol'  making  sugar,  but  of.  pro- 
uawig  plants  with  which  to  re-establish  his- eultivalbn. 

7*.  As'die  state  of'  the  roads  must  have  conriden^le  effect  on  the  profits  of.  sugar cidtiTatioii 
it  may  not  be  irrelevant  to  allude  to  the  subject. 

It  was  the  prauetioe,  daring  the  exi^nce  of  slaivery,  t»  lay  a  roed^taxon  each  estatei  This 
tax  wa»  generally  paid  by'  the- labour  of  the  estate's  slsnreson  the  roadt 

Sinoe,  however,  the  termination  of  the  apprentieeship  aad  the  dcmiinitien  >oS  the  supply  oC. 
labour,  the  managers  of  estates,  who  are  generally  the  way-wardens,  have  paid  the  roadftaxf 
in  money,  rather  than*  vrithdraw  the  peo{&  from  field  labour.  This  has  led  to  the  eatire 
neglect  of  the  roads  in  St.  Mary's,  and  I  betiere  in  many  other  parishes.  But  even  this  entire 
neglect  is  scarcely  worse  than  the  more  than  primitive  ignorance  of  the.  common  princi* 
pl^  of  road-making,  which  is  in  almost  every  instance  displayed  when  a  road  is  made  or 
repaired. 

It  is-no  uneommon  thing  to  see  a  ditch  two  feet,  above  the  level  of  a  road. from  yAAek  it  is 
meent  tiO'Convey  the  water;  fer  a  road  to  nm  over  the  top  of  a  hill  instead  of  round  its  base ; 
nor  for  a  stream  of  waiter  to  flew  half  a  mile,  or  more,  along  the  middle  of  w  road;  frooa  which 
the  labour  of  a  man  for  a  few  hours  would  efleetually  divert  it. 

The  several  anmisd  grants  of  the  Assembly,  and  the  present  amount  of  tax  levied  for  roads: 
aad  bridges,  although  naere  than  sufiicient  to  keep  good  roads  in  (H*der,  are  insufitctent  for' 
forming  new,  or  for  repairing  bad  roads.  The  consequence  is  (added  to  what  I  have  before 
stated)  that  in  some  districts,  particularly  in  this,  there  are  really  no  roads  for  five  or  six, 
ittODths  in  the  year.  The  tmcks  which  are  called  public  roads  are,  at-  these  periods  (the  rainy 
aaaspns)  peHeetly  impassaMe,  and  are  the  only  parts  of  the  country  whitkk  are  cnmded  in^ 
tnrvelling ;  fencesbeing  demolished^  and  private  rosbds  and  fields,  as  a.  matter  of  necessity,  indis- 
criminately traversed.  I  think  I  speak  within  bounds  in  computing  the  road  and  bridge  grants^ 
and  road  taxes  at  sev^enty  theusand  pounds  sterling  per  annum.  Now  thisi  sum,  mortgaged 
ftrten'  years,  would  raise  »  stim  fully  sufficient  to  form*  at  once  good  roads  all  over  the  isfauid, 
te  keep  them  in  perfect  order,  and,  without  one  shilling  of  additional  taxation^  toiuty  off,  wkhtn. 
thes^ve  period,  the  orimial:  amount  raised^  with  interest 

Tlie  extent  of  the  undertaking  may  on  first  view  be  startling ;  but  when  it  is  •considered  hew 
iflsfispenseble  good  roads  are  to  the  prosperity  of  any  country,  partieularly  of  one  inadequaitely 
supplied  with  labour — that  facility  of  communication  will  at  leasts  double  tbe  value  of  interior 
lands — and  that  the  present  annual  sum,>  if  not  a  greater,  must  be  levied  ier  the  support  of. 
oar  present  imperfect  system^ — surprise  will  be  excited  that  se>  denrable  a^  project  has  not 
been  before  entertained. 

It  may  be  objected,  that  if,  in  worUng^ont  the  road^granta,  the  deprrvation .  of  labour  has^ 
been  fidt  by  the  planter,  so  extensive'  an  undertaking  would. put  an* entire  stof^  to  agriculture. 
I  do  not  think  so  ;  for  either  the  Sovemment  or  an  English  company  wouldttake  up  the  pro^^ 
ject,  and  in  such  case  there  would-be  no  dtflfeulty  in  procuring  persona  to  come  to  this  country^ 
for  a  limited  time  as  nwdUmahera. 

The^ips  usually  arriving:  here  in  balkus^,  might  load  with  stones .  ready  broke  for  Mae^- 
adanusing,  whilst  the  labourers  would  be  healthily  employed  in  spreading  the  road^material^ 
iar  the  morning  imd  evenings  and  in  preparing  more  in  sheds  during  the  heat  of  the  day. 
Fhnher,  it  is  not  improbabiethafi:  at  the  completion-  of  the  work,  the  greater  portion  of  the 
md-makers  would  become  a  valuable'body  of  settler8».(m  thesavingsof  tneirindustnr. 

8:  As  regm'ds-  Buropesm  immigration  generalljs  it  catmat'  have  eaosped  any^one  of  ordinary 
dfaervation,  that  the  obstli«les^to«its  sueeesS'  are  not  so  much'  thercltinate,  or  the  inability  of 
tliie  immigrant  to  labour  in  suitable  locations,  and<  at  certain  oeeupatton%  as  the  absence  of 

Kper  preparations  for  his  reception  and  settlement  on   eflfeate»*-^e  perfod>.  which  etapsea^ 
ire  his  removal  from  a  crowded  depdt — the  neeessitiea-  and  disappointinents  which^  these 
eatailin'a^cHmateitt  which  the  mind  has  such  an  inftbence  on  the- body — and' the  opposition 
which  has  been  given  in  the  mother  country  to  emigration. 

This  eppoeitien  will  hare  considerable  efibet  on  the*  measure ;  not  so  much  in  preventing 
penonsmmi  emigrating,  as' iu' altering  the  descrqition  of  those  vdio  do^  for  it  cannot  be  sup- 
nosed  that,  with  sueh  anathemas  as  have  been  pronounced  against  the  measure,  any  one  wdL 
be  found  to  emigrate,  exoept  from  sheer  necessil^ 

Now  these  persons-,  in  nine  casesi  out  often,  will  not  answer^  hr  the  temptations  tO'  excess 
are  here  so  great;  thai  it  requires  cdl  the  resolutbn  of  fixed  clmracter  to  proeper-^I  may  say, 
te-Kve-^-wttfain  their  inflbenoe.  Nor  will'tbe  mtanire,  in  my  opinion,  succeed,  until  the  labour 
of  the  European- immigrant  ie  brought  into'  the'  market  under  the  same  advatttagee^  as  the 
liAour  oFthe  negro. 

And  here  the  went  of  Ijle  compensatiott-moDey  is  again  folt,  in  the  inability  of  the  proprietor 
to'  effect  this.  The  negro  has  bis  poultry^  his  pigs,  in- many  instances  hucow,  aadiumosti 
his  horse;  ass,  or  mule;  his  &undy  are  aroundihim  and  settkd,  and  his' prevision- grounds^ 
enable  him;  in  good*  seasons^  to«support  them,- and' to  paiy  bis  rent  without  trenching:  on »  his. 
itteney  wages^  except'  for  Ibmiriea  ^ 

The  African  emmigrant  walks  at  onoe  mtoE  tfae^honaeof'  w  ccunlfryman,  and  fen  tbe>  peiw 
formance  of  some  slight  domestic  offices,  is  admitted  as  one  of  the  family,  till  he  is  properly 
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JAMAICA.        settled.    This  is  not  the  case  with  the  European  immigrant,  he  arrives  here,  a  stranger  in  a 
""■^  ■  strange  land,  and  as  he  does  not  possess  any  of  the  above  advantages,  he  has  his  labour 

brought  into  unfair  competition  with  those  who  do,  whilst  he  feels  those  necessities  which 
compel  continuous  labour  in  having  no  other  resource  for  his  daily  subsistence.  Now  were  he 
under  these  circumstances  to  receive  double  the  wages  of  the  negro,  unused  as  he  is  1o  the 
climate,  and  to  the  indigenous  food  of  the  country,  he  would  neither  enjoy  the  same  comforts 
nor  the  same  independence. 

Mr.  Foster,  I  believe,  introduced  a  Bill  into  the  Assembly^  authorizing  loans  on  proper 
security,  for  the  settlement  of  immigrants,  but  this  extremely  wise  measure,  which  would  have 
saved  the  island  all  the  depdt  expences,  and  have  given  the  experiment  a  fair  trial,  was 
lost  in  the  House  from  some  inscrutable  cause. 

The  success  of  townships,  will,  I  think,  depend  much  on  the  selection  of  dry  and  cheerful 
sites;  the  spots  hitherto  chosen  having  been  too  secluded,  and  too  far  in  the  interior, 
subject  to  fogs  and  rain,  and  engendering  low  spirits  and  regrets  under  the  sUghtest  disap* 
pointment. 

But  independently  of  these  disadvantages,  townships  can  be  only  of  prospective  benefit  (in 
producing  a  future  population,  (unless  they  are  placed  in  districts  where  there  is  a^Jscarcity  of 
labour,  a  dry  and  coot  climate  being  a  paramount  consideration.  And  then  the  immigrant 
should  be  at  once  transferred  to  them  from  the  ship. 

If  the  townships  are  in  isolated  spots,  the  immigrant  must  confine  his  labour  to  his  own 
land,  without  deriving  any  advantage  from  the  money  wages  he  might  earn  in  working  a 
portion  of  the  week  for  others.  The  immediate  object  of  immigration  is  also  defeated,  for  the 
immigrant  might  as  well  be  in  England,  as  where  his  labour  is  unattainable  by  others. 

I  trust  it  will  not  be  inferred  from  what  I  have  said,  that  I  am  averse  to  immigration. 
I  am  on  the  contrary  so  convinced  of  its  importance  to  the  future  prosperity  of  the  island,  that 
I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  alluding  to  the  subject,  in  the  hope  that  in  a  collision  of  opinions, 
however  humble,  his  Excellency  may  be  enabled  to  arrive  at  the  system  most  likely  to  ensure 
success. 

I  cannot,  however,  help  adding  that  were  it  consistent  with  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  sanction  immigration  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  unfettered  certainly  by  prior 
indenture,  I  feel  assured  that  from  India  and  Africa  would  Jamaica  be  indebted  for  her 
most  profitable  supply  of  labour. 

9.  As  respects  the  state  of  crime,  I  r^ret  to  say  that  it  is  not  so  satisfactory  as  those  had 

expected  who  had  hoped  that  it  was  cniefly  identified  with  physical  suffering  and  distress. 

Although  there  are  ample  opportunities  of  earning  not  only  the  necessaries  but  the  luxuries 

f  life,  instances  of  housebreaking,  horse-stealing,  and  the  maiming  of  stock,  appear  to  be 

more  frequent  than  ever. 

Two  persons  have  also  been  convicted  of  arson,  and  although  the  act  was  accompanied  by 
robbery  and  intent  to  murder,  it  is  satisfactory  to  think  that  it  is  an  isolated  instance  of 
depravity  of  the  human  heart,  and  not  the  result  of  any  political  combination. 

The  prevalence  of  horse  stealing  and  housebreaking,  may  be  ascribed  to  the  impossibility 
of  preventing  the  escape  of  convicts  from  the  present  nouses  of  correction,  but  the  maiming  of 
horses  and  cattle  may,  I  think,  be  traced  to  another  cause. 

The  absence  of  prosecutions  for  this  offence  does  not  mark  the  extent  to  which  it  exists. 
For  the  fact  of  the  animal  being  found  dead  in  or  near  a  certain  provision  ground  is  the 
only  evidence  in  the  case,  and  this  is  circumstantially  so  slight,  that  the  magistrate  can  do 
nothing.  The  offence  is  not  confined  to  the  property  of  the  more  extensive  proprietors,  but 
extends  to  that  of  all  classes,  and  its  prevalence  I  ascribe  in  a  great  measure  to  the  present 
Pound  law. 

It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  all  parties  are  dissatisfied  with  this  law,  as  well  the  owners  of  the 
stray,  as  the  persons  on  whose  land  the  stray  is  found ;  the  former  because  he  is  made  to  pay 
(to  the  parish)  an  enormous  penalty  for  an  accident,  the  latter  because  he  not  only  suffers 
damage  by  the  trespass  without  summary  compensation,  but  does  not  receive  as  much  as  will 
pay  the  person  whom  he  may  have  employed  to  take  the  stray  to  the  pound.  What  is  the 
consequence  ?  The  stray,  perhaps  a  valuable  horse,  is  either  killed  or  turned  on  the  highway 
with  wounds  that  render  him  useless  for  life. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  former  law,  giving  mile  money  and  a  certain  sum  for  damage, 
(not  equal  to  that  which  now  goes  to  uie  parish,)  was  a  premium  for  sending  stock  to  the 
pound  which  were  not  trespassing. 

This  objection  might  be  obviated  by  an  adequate  penalty,  but  even  if  it  could  not,  is  the 
chance  evil  of  having  one's  stock  sent  improperly  to  the  pound  to  be  compared  to  the  certain 
evil  of  having  them  maimed  or  killed  ?  As  well  might  it  be  said  that  there  should  be  no 
insurance  offices,  because  they  hold  out  a  premium  on  burning  houses.  Besides,  if  stock  are 
taken  improperly  to  the  pound,  the  person  who  commits  the  offence,  is  known,  and  may  be 
convicted,  whereas,  in  the  other  case,  the  diflSculty  is  in  discovering  the  guilty  party. 

Whilst  on  the  subject  of  laws,  I  may  mention  that  there  is  another  which  I  tmnk  requires 
some  explanation  and  alteration,  namely,  the  Masters  and  Servants  Act,  or  Contract  Law. 

By  this  Act  if  there  are  no  wages  owing  to  the  servant,  the  justices  have  no  alternative  than 
to  send  him  to  the  house  of  correction,  and  that  perhaps  for  an  offence  which  should  be  ex- 
piated by  a  pecuniary  fine.  The  imprisonment  should,  I  think,  be  in  default  of  the  payment 
of  fine,  or  at  the  discretion  of  the  justices.  The  words  '*  who  shall  contract"  would  also  extend 
the  penalties  of  the  Act  either  beyond  what  it  appears  to  have  been  the  intention  of  the 
Legislature  to  do,  or  not  so  far.  If  they  refer  to  all  contracts  by  mechanics,  the  person  who 
engages  to  build  a  house  by  a  given  time^  would  come  under  the  operation  of  the  Act ;  if,  on 
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*  the  other  hand,  the  contracts  merriy  grow  out  of  the  obligations  of  those  who  shall ''  oontract  to       JAMAICA, 
serve"  for  a  given  time,  it  would  appear  to  me  that  no  person  contracting  to  perform  or  com-  -•*-« 

plate  any  specific  work,  not  linkea  to  such  a  contract  of  service,  would  be  amenable  to  its 
provisions. 

10.  On  reference  to  your  Circular^  I  observe  that  I  have  omitted  to  say  anything  of  educa* 
tion.  Liberal  provision  has  been  made  by  the  parish  for  affording  the  means  of  e<lucation  to 
dw  children  of  the  labouring  class^  and  th^  genercdly  evince  much  anxiety  to  learn. 

The  only  d^jectioa  to  tbs  system,  appeared  to  be  that  it  did  not  embrace  any  occupation 
which  would  lay  the  foundation  of  industrious  habits. 

In  some  parts  of  Switzerland,  the  rich  and  the  jjoor  are  at  the  same  school.  They  all  per- 
form agricultural  labour,  but  in  proportion  to  their  prospective  pursuits  and  positions  in  life. 
The  riw  read  for  eight  hours,  and  labour  in  the  fields  for  two ;  whilst  the  poor  labour  for  eight 
hours,  and  read  for  two.  In  the  case  of  the  rich,  study  is  the  occupation  from  which  labour  ia 
the  recreation.  In  the  case  of  the  poor,  labour  is  the  occupation  from  which  study  is  the 
recreation.     The  main  occupation  of  eadi,  therefore,  has  a  reference  to  his  future  vocation. 

I  do  not  think  this  is  sufficiently  attended  to  in  Jamaica,  particularly  when  it  is  evident 
that  the  negro  fancies  that  education,  be  it  ever  so  slight,  places  him  above  field  labour. 

The  vestry  of  Saint  Mary  intends  to  purchase  small  pieces  of  land,  attached  to  the  several 
school-houses,  for  the  purpose  of  combining  industry  with  education.  The  plan  is  not  yet 
matured,  but  I  trust  on  some  future  occasion  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  report  favourably  of  its 
operatien. 

I  have,  &c. 
J.  M.  Higginson,  Esq.  A.  6.  Fyfe,  Stipendiary  Justice. 

&e.     &e.     &c 


Enclosure  27,  in  No  18. 

Sir,  Spanish  Town,  16th  October,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Circular,  No.  1092,  requesting  End.  27,  in  No.  18. 
to  be  immediately  furnished  with  the  half  year's  Agricultural  Report  called  for  under  the  cir- 
cular of  the  1st  August,  1840,  No.  994 ;  and  I  beg  to  assure  his  Excellency  that  the  delay 
in  forwarding  this  ctecument  has  arisen  from  circumstances  over  which  I  had  no  control 

Under  the  reservation  contained  in  your  Circular,  No.  994,  I  find  it  very  difficult  to  obtaia 
auefa  iaforqeiation  as  would  enable  me  with  confidence  to  report  on  the  state  of  agriculture  in 
this  precinct  The  duties  of  my  office  are  chiefly  confined  to  this  town  and  an  attendance  at 
the  peace  office ;  the  information,  therefore,  obtained  by  the  ordinary  intercourse  with  the 
community  is  so  limited  and  uncertain,  that  I  have  been  compelled  to  seek  it  from  gentlemen 
in  the  charge  of  properties,  having  previously  told  them  for  what  purpose  I  required  it. 

The  crops  in  this  parish  and  Saint  Dorothy  have  been  almost  a  failure,  in  consequence  of 
the  long  continued  drought.  The  grazing-penns,  or  farms,  have  also  suffered  severely  from 
tbe  saai^  cause,  and  the  proprietors  or  possessors  of  them  were  compelled  to  sell  off  their 
cattle  and  small  stock  at  very  low  prices,  or  to  send  them  into  the  interior,  wherever  they 
ooold  procure  feeding.  In  the  mountain  districts,  tbe  crops  of  coffee,  corn,  and  provisions 
have  equally  failed.  The  crops  in  the  parish  of  Saint  John  have  been  very  small,  with  the 
exception  </  the  estates  situated  in  Linda's  Yale,  which,  although  they  have  done  better  than 
the  estates  in  other  parts  of  the  parish,  are  considerably  under  an  average  crop.  This  year 
may,  therefore,  be  fairly  considered  one  of  failure  and  great  hardship  to  the  planting  interest. 

The  rural  population  of  the  three  parishes  are  progressing  very  fast  in  establishing  them- 
selves as  small  freeholders.  On  each  side  of  the  roack  leading  to  Point-hill,  in  Saint  John's, 
and  Old  Harbour,  in  Saint  Dorothy,  the  peasantry  are  erecting  cottages ;  and  in  this  parish, 
small  settlers  are  increasing. 

With  respect  to  the  supply  of  steady  labour,  the  opinions  that  I  have  received  are  various  : 
in  Saint  John's,  one  gentleman,  residing  in  Linda's  Vale,  states  that  it  is  by  no  means  cheap 
nor  plentiful,  not  even  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  cultivation  to  the  extent  requisite  to  make  fair 
crops ;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  a  gentieman,  residing  in  the  Yale  of  Guanabo,  in  the  same 
parish,  declares  that  it  is  very  plentiful.  The  average  price  for  day-labour  is  one  shilling 
and  sixpence  sterling  per  day.  Jobbing,  or  task-work,  is  taost  generally  resorted  to ;  and  this 
becomes  less  expensive,  and  is  more  satisfactory  to  the  employer  and  employed. 

The  plough  is  now  used,  wherever  it  is  practicable,  for  putting  in  canes,  the  expense  of 
which  is  estimated  to  be  about  sixteen  shillings  sterling  per  acre  ;  and  the  canes  planted  by 
the  plough  are  admitted  to  require  less  cleaning  than  those  planted  with  the  hoe.  I  woyld 
beg  here  to  observe  that  to  open  cane-holes,  during  slavery,  by  the  jobber  cost  six  pounds 
sterling  per  acre,  independent  of  the  labour  required  to  plant  the  canes  afterwards,  when  the 
season  permitted. 

The  effect  of  small  independent  freeholders  on  the  supply  of  steady  labour  cannot  just  now 
be  properly  estimated ;  at  present  they  are  employed  settling  their  own  properties,  and  the 
spots  where  they  are  able  to  locate  themselves  are,  generally  speaking,  at  some  considerable 
distance  from  sugar  properties. 

The  village  of  Sligo  Ville,  situated  in  the  Saint  Catherine  Hills,  is  the  only  one  that  I  have 
seen  which  can  property  be  termed  a  township  or  village.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Phillipps,  who 
settled  this  village,  has  erected  a  chapel  for  his  ministry,  and  established  a  school ;  and  in  the 
immediate  vicinity,  a  church  of  the  established  religion  is  in  progress  of  erection^  and  a  school, 
under  the  care  of  the  island  curate,  has  been  established  since  1839.    The  retailers  settled  in 
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JAMAICA.       ^^  pariah.  Saint  Dorothy,  and  Saint  John^s,  are  supplied  with  goods  from  the  retail  Btores 
— -  in  this  town,  and  the  retailers  here   receive   them  from  Kingston ;  and  I  veiy  much  feac 

(from  the  number  of  failures,  and  the  list  of  persons  who  have  taken  the  benefit  of  the  Insolvent 
Debtors*  Act,  in  this  county)  that  the  effect  is  severely  felt  by  the  Kingston  merchant,  for  the 
goods  are  mostly  supplied  by  them  on  credit,  and  the  retailers  here  trust  them  out  to  the 
smaller  shops  and  hucksters. 

I  do  not  think  crime  has  increased.     Those  that  are  brought  before  the  courts  are  the  same  ' 
9ld  incorrigible  offenders  who  have  been  discharged  from,  their  former  punishment,  or  escaped 
from  the  prisons^  which  are  still  very  insecure. 

I  have,  &c. 
W.  Ramsay, 
Gustos  of  the  Parish  of  Saint  Catherine,  and  Stipendiary  Justice. 
Captain  J.  M.  Higginson, 
&c.      &C.      &c. 

(No.  56.)  No.  19.' 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Stanley  to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  T. 

Metcalfe,  Bart.,  G.C.B. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  1st  March,  1842. 

^  I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Despatch  of  the  3rd  December, 

No.  18,  enclosing  the  half  yearly  reports  of  the  stipendiary  magistrates  for  the 
island  under  your  government. 

Although  these  reports  extend  over  a  period  of  half  a  year,  yet  many  of  them 
are  made  to  terminate  in  different  months,  so  that  the  whole  series  do  not  cover  the 
same  period  of  time.  I  should  be  glad,  unless  there  are  any  objections  of  which  I 
am  not  aware,  that  this  should  be  remedied  in  future  reports.  I  would  also  sug- 
gest whether  they  might  not  be  accompanied  by  a  return  of  the  imports  and  ex- 
ports for  the  corresponding  period. 

I  perceive  that,  notwithstanding,  the  system  of  *'job  work**  was  becoming  more 
general,  by  which  a  greater  amount  of  labour  was  obtained,  yet  the  owners  of 
estates  had  much  difficulty  in  procuring  that  amount  of  continuous  labour  which 
was  essential  to  a  successful  working  of  their  estates. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject,  I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  whether  any 
attempt  has  been  made  to  introduce  the  system  of  "  metairie,"  by  which  the  labourer 
becomes  a  small  farmer,  paying  part  of  the  produce  instead  of  rent, — ^a  system 
which  has  been  found  to  succeed  elsewhere  ;  or  whether  any  plan  has  been  tried 
for  the  cultivation  of  estates  by  tenants,  separating  the  businesses  of  owner,  grower, 
and  manufacturer. 

I  should  consider  it  of  great  importance  if  any  negroes  purchasing  freeholds 
could  be  induced  to  grow  canes,  under  an  agreement  to  supply  a  neighbouring 
planter  on  such  terms  as  might  be  agreed  on. 

The  negro,  as  tenant,  would  then  have  an  interest  in  common  with  his  landlord, 
and  might  be  expected  to  devote  his  time  and  exert  his  energies  in  procuring  as 
large  an  amount  of  produce  as  possible. 

There  are  some  points  alluded  to  in  these  reports  to  which  I  will  now  briefly 
advert. 
pp.  27-32,  Mr.  Dillon  and  Mr.  Brown,  in  their  reports,  remark  upon  the  want  of  attend- 

ance on  the  part  of  the  local  justices  at  petty  sessions.     I  beg  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  this  point,  and  to  request  that  you  will  take  such  steps  as  may  be  in  your 
power,  by  private  communication  to  the  parties  or  otherwise,  to  obviate  so  serious 
an  evil. 
pp.  38-45.  At  this  time,  when  the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica  are  anxious  for  the  removal  of  the 

stipendiary  magistrates,  it  is  especially  incumbent  on  them  to  prove  that  justice  can 
be  administered  regularly  as  well  as  fairly  by  unpaid  local  magistrates. 

Mr.  Grant  and  Mr.  Fyfe  complain  of  the  state  of  the  roads,  and  Mr.  Grant  says 
'  that  the  road  law  is  deficient  in  working  out  the  road  taxes.     I  trust  that  the 
recommendation  on  this  subject,  contained  in  your  speech  at  the  opening  of  the 
session,  will  meet  with  attention  from  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Fyfe,  in  alluding  to  the  Pound  Law,  states  that  it  is  notorious  that  all  parties 
are  dissatisfied,— ^the  owner  of  the  stray,  and  the  person  on  whose  ground  the  stray 
is  found  :  the  former  because  he  is  made  to  pfiv  to  the  parish  an  enormous  nenaltv : 
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Thk  is  a  question  for  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  and  you  will  best       JAMAICA 
judge  how  far  it  is  expedient  to  take  any  steps  for  bringing  it  to  the  notice  of  the  ""^ 

legislative  bodies. 

In  the  Highgate  district,  an  increase  of  crime  which  is  reported,  is  attributed  to 
the  insecure  state  of  the  places  of  confinement.  You  will,  I  know,  obtain  a  remedy 
for  such  an  evil,  if  possible. 

Mr.  Brown  considers  it  to  be  a  question  worthy  of  consideration,  whether  the 
Maroon  establishment  might  not  be  broken  up.  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would 
furnish  me  with  an  account  of  this  establishment,  as  well  as  of  the  present  state  of 
the  Maroons  themselves. 

I  have,  &c* 

(Signed)  STANLEY. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  T.  Metcalfe,  Bart.,  G.C.B. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  47.)  No.  20. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon  Sir  C.  T.  Metcalfe,  Bart.,  G.C.B. 

to  Lord  Stanley. 

My  Lord,  King's  House,  12th  January,  1842. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  a  message  and  memorial  this  day  received 
from  the  House  of  Assembly  of  this  island. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  C.  T.  METCALFE. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  20. 


Enclosure  in  No.  20. 
Mat  it  please  your  Excbllenct, 

We  are  ordered  by  the  house  to  wait  on  Your  Excellency,  and  to  request  that  you  EaclosureinNo.20.. 
wiU  be  pleased  to  transmit,  for  presentation  to  Her  Majesty^  in  the  most  acceptable  manner, 
the  humble  memorial  of  the  Assembly,  passed  the  House  this  day. 
Jamaica  Ss. 


To  THE  Queen's  most  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  humble  Memorial  of  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica. 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

We  your  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica,  approach  your 
Majesty  to  express  our  continued  devotion  to  your  Majesty's  person  and  family. 

We  feel  assured  that  your  Majesty  takes  a  deep  interest  in  all  that  concerns  your  Majesty's 
ancient  and  important  colony  of  Jamaica,  and  we  are  therefore  emboldened  to  deprecate 
before  your  Majesty  the  continued  efforts  annually  made  to  procure  the  admission  of  foreign 
slave  grown  sugars  into  the  markets  of  the  United  Kingdom,  for  home  consumption,  at  such 
rates  of  duty,  as  must  prove  ruinous  to  sugar  cultivation  m  this,  as  well  as  in  all  other  of  your 
Majesty's  West  India  colonies. 

It  has  always  been  the  policy  of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  to  give  protection  to  the 
products  of  her  own  colonies^  and  to  regard  them  as  markets  for  British  manufactures,  espe- 
cially deserving  of  her  fostering  care. 

If  that  policy  be  now  abandoned  this  colony  will  be  laid  prostrate,  a  large  amount  of  British 
capital  embarked  in  it  will  be  sacrificed,  an  important  mart  for  British  manufactures  surren- 
dered, a  most  valuable  nursery  for  British  seamen  extinguished,  an  inevitable  impetus  avowedly 
given  to  the  foreign  slave  trade,  and  all  the  blood  and  treasure  expended  for  the  suppression 
of  that  nxost  odious  and  revolting  traffic,  rendered  vain  and  nugatory.  The  fetters  of  the 
bondsman  in  foreign  countries,  will  also  be  thus  more  firmly  rivetted  by  that  very  nation  from 
which  he  had  been  taught  to  look  for  succour  and  deliverance.     We  therefore  humbly  implore 

Jour  Majesty  to  avert  these  calamities,  ruinous  to  us,  and  appalling  to  a  vast  multitude  of  the 
uman  race  who  are  still  in  bondage,  and  in  the  present  instance  to  continue  to  your  Majesty's 
faithfid  and  loyal  subjects  in  these  colonies,  that  parental  solicitude  and  protection,  which  is 
most  respectfully  claimed  as  due  to  the  proprietors  for  the  sacrifices  involved  in  carrying  out 
the  glorious  work  of  slave  emancipation,  and  as  conducive  to  the  true  interests  of  those  deni- 
zens lately  exalted  into  a  new  and  nigher  state  of  social  and  political  existance. 

We  embrace  this  opportunity,  humbly  to  crave  the  attention  of  your  Majesty  to  a  grievance 
affecting  another  class  of  cultivators — your  Majesty's  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects,  the  coffee 
planters  of  Jamaica.  It  has  of  late  years  been  found  lucrative  to  evade  the  spirit  of  the  law,  by 
conveying  forei^  slave  grown  coffee  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  thence,  as  if  it  were  of 
the  growth  and  produce  of  your  Majesty's  dependencies,  which  are  unstained  by  the  exist- 
ence of  slavery^  to  introduce  such  coffee  into  the  United  Kingdom  for  home  consumption  at 
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JAMAICA.       a  rate  of  duty  so  low,  as  to  affiml  no  protection  to  the  free  Itboor  cofllto  of  your  Majesty's 
'—  West  India  colomes. 

In  a  very  limited  district  only  of  this  island,  can  coffee  be  produced  of  a  quality  so  pecu^ 
liarly  fine,  as  to  bid  defiance  to  the  competition  of  the  slave  grown  produce  of  slave-holding 
and  slave  trading  countries ;  the  consequent  almost  universal  depression  in  prices,  threatens 
ruin  to  the  great  body  of  the  coffee  planters  of  this  colony,  and  great  injury  to  the  lately  en- 
franchised peasantry  who  cultivate  this  article. 

We  therefore  implore  your  Majesty  to  be  pleased  graciously  to  direct  the  attention  of  your 
M^esty^s  Government,  in  which  v^  hove  now  unbounded  confidence,  to  this  oer  boanble 
memonal* 

Passed  the  Assembly  this  I2th  day  of  January,  1842. 

Edward  Panton,  Speaker. 
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(No.  16.)  No.  a. 

GoFT.of  AiD£8EA.TGM:frQin  Governor  Sir  £.  J.Mubsux  Macgrboor,  ^Bart. 

■to  liOrd  JOBN  HUSSBKL.  BARBADOS. 

WyLorU,  Government  House,  Barbados,  February  4, 1841.  No.  i. 

I  rHAWE  'the  iroBoaT:of  ihesewltb  .tratttmittius  to  'your  Xiotdabip,  Addresses  ^^  ^''  - 

that  have  passed  between   the  Honourable  the  Council  and   Assembly  of  ^his    Not,  i,  2,  md  3. 

Island  and  noyself,  on  the  opening  of  the  present  Legidative  Session.  I2th,26ilvwid26th 

(Signed)  E.  J.  MURRAY  MACGREGOR,  Governor 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


(Extract.)  Enclosure  in  No.  1 . 

Mr.  President^  My  Lord  Bishop^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Spba«er>  and  Gentjlbmjsn  of  :xh£  Assebiblt. 

In  general,  ihe  iMit  ttadentandiog  prevails  between  the  pi^oprietary  *bodj  and  the, pea-  Enol.  in  No.  l. 
wmtry ;  andtiofairithBtitBdnig  the.¥ariotwideoeitfal  sdlurements  practised  on  the  jnaxperienac^aod 
credulity  ofthe  kttcr  (such  as  the  ansuranee.of  their  speedily  revertijjig  to  astateof^lavei^^ 
ia  the  appriMdiiog  ahattcbiifneiit  of  £atbados  to  a  tFopeign  power),  me  artificial  jnigratoi^ 
propttiaity  produced.^uiioiig'tfacni  durii^  thie:pastiV6ar  has  materiallyTdeclii^,;  .hut  not  until 
the  departure  of  tvro  ftfaousaadsone  huntkad  and  nfly-aevan  laboucers  .unanswerajk^ly  d^mof^ 
atrated  diat  jthepcactieal^affeet  of  the  looal  •enactments  did.  not  in.i«ality  .  unduly  impiede.  the 
Tokiatavy  oxeroise  of  their  loeomotire  privikiges. 

iUi>cii  ihb  point  it.Tnaj  be  vemaiiked,  that  fiFere  .British  .Gruiana>  tuid  the. twelve  windward 
mmd  leawaitl  estahlidunents,  each  to  detach  one  individual  only  to  ^procure  emigranls  from 
«very  rival  latanid,  >ttie-anaroaloiis -spectacle  would  .be  diqplayed^.of  the  dispersion,  in  these  eo&- 
i^uoussettleincnts.belocigin^  to. our  august  Monarch,. of  upwards  of  one  hundred  :aud  filly 
hired  ageBts^^the  -result  of  wboee  several  missions  .must  altQfifetber  depend  unon  .their  relative 
dull  m  unstttting  and  agitatii^  the  minds  of  their  lately  enoaneipated  fellow  ^u^jeets, rand 
ceadering^them  imhappy  and  dissatisfied  in  their  free  condition. 

In  the  course  of  coirespondenoe  with  the  Giloaial  Office,  it  therefore  became  my  duty  .to 
Tepresent,  *tbat  "'m  «elf  dkmace,  the  ProprietOTs  in  the  old  West  India  .Colonies  will  be  At 
length  driven,  if  tl^  systoai  of  private  •  emigration  agency  is  not.  decisively  checked  and  con- 
txoUed  by  the  strong  armof  b«r  Majesty's  Government  in  support  of  their  respective  legislatures, 
to  makereprisak,  and  in  tfaeir.tum  to  employ  emissaries  in  Xhe^er^iUm^qf  ^ediiiQusMscon- 
imt  .amongst  the  rural  ,po]iulatjion  of  adjoining  Grovernments*' ;  and  also  that  it  surely  ''can- 
net  be  desirable,  uader  ^siuth  cireurastattoes,  to  expose  the  Westtlndia  Islands  to  the  rbk  of  an 
unavailii^  -.controversy >in  w  hich  Colony*  will  be  irritated  against  Colony,  and  nian  against  man, 
of  an  immenaeisxpeBse.of.tFeaaure,  and  possibly  .of.  human  life;  and,from,tbe  Drosecution  of 
which  neither  planloFs  •  nor  labourers  in  theinew  or  in  the  old  Colonies,  are  likely  in  the  long 
run  to  gainany.lastijngibenefit.*' 

By  an  accession.  ofieultivatOFS  from  America,  and  recently  through  the  enlightened  policy  of 
Iler  Majesty's  Gorermnent,  -from  Africa,  it  is  tnuch  to  .be  wished  that  a, proioJigation  of  this 
unnatural  inter-colonial  contest  may  be  arrested.  Shitix  a  hope  isencour^ed  by  the  dissipa- 
tion of  the  illusion  erroneouriy  attributing  a  redundant  population  to  ^Barbados,  as  wall  .as  by 
the  removal  of  a  diiBculty  formerly  noticed  by  the  Right 'Hoaouiable  the..Secre4ary  of  State 
lor  the' Colonies,' riz.,  ^Mhat  it  would  be  impossible  for  Her  Majesty's  Goverament  to  resist  in 
.British  Guiana,  «nd  other  .Colonies^  legislation  which  may  appear  unduly  provocative  of 
emtgration,  if  they  were  not  at  the  same  time- enabled  to  correct  elsewhere  that  which  is* unduly 
obstructive.**  In  refereaeeto  the  last,  ameaded  bill,  His  Londshjp  is  now  pleased  to  declare, 
that  this  Act  does  *'  all  that  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  amendment  of  tAe  previous  le^iala- 
.tioii  upon  these  subjects,"  and  you  will  fully  appreciate  the  just  and  acceptable  conclusion  at 
<«rhich  the  Colonial  Minister  has  arrived  upon  this  important  question. 

For  the  sake  of  humanity,  .1  lervently  trust  that  the  experiment  of  free  labour  is  not  d«istined 
4o  encounter  renewed  tetermption  in  tbb  Island,  aixl  that  by  steadily  preserving  in  the  gradual 
amelioration  of  her  interior  rdatioafi,  and  in  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  agriculture  and  comnMroe, 
that  creditable  station  may  be  ever  prosperously  maintained  through  the  favour  of  Providence, 
/which  the  ancient  and  loyal  Colony  of  Barbados  has  hooourably  won,  and  long  and  deservedly 
oeeupied,  anaidst  the  transatlantic  dependencies  of  the  British  Crown. 

(Signed)  £.  J.  Murray  Macoregor^  Governor, 

.(xovemment  House,.  Barbados,  12th  January,  I84L 

H  2  ^ 
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BARBADOS.  Extracts  from  the  Address  of  the  Members  of  Her  Majesty's  Council  of  Barbados  to 

— ^  Sir  E.  J.  Murray  Macgregor, 

Wb  are  happy  that  experience  enables  us  to  accord  our  willing  testimony  to  your  Excellency  s 
observation,  that  the  best  understanding  prevails  between  the  proprietary  body  and  the  pea- 
santry, notwithstanding  the  persevmns  efforts  of  hired  and  unprincipled  agents  from  the  sister 
Colonies  to  unsettle  the  minds  of  the  fatter,  and  to  seduce  them  to  emigrate.  By  the  untiring 
zeal  of  your  Excellency,  we  are  now  fortified  with  such  local  enactments  as  may  deter,  and 
will  punish,  any  specious  adventurer,  from  practising  on  the  too  easy  credulity  of  this  class ;  and* 
although  our  population  has  diminished  by  the  departure  of  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifry-» 
seven  labourers,  yet  we  are  induced  to  believe  that  many  of  them  are  daily  retracing  their 
steps,  furnishing  a  proof  that  they  have  been  deluded  and  acting  as  a  beacon  to  others  from 
being  further  misled. 

Your  Excellency's  extracts  from  your  correspondence  with  the  Colonial  Office,  shew  the 
pains  you  have  taken  to  bring  the  subject  of  emigration  before  the  Government  in  all  its  par- 
ticular  detaib;  and  we  feel  convinced  that  by  your  representations,  the  authorities  at  lK>me 
have  been  mainly  influenced  in  advising  Her  Majesty  to  assent  to  the  Amended  Emigration 
Act,  and  we  cannot  but  highly  appreciate  **  the  acceptable  conclusion  at  whicll  the  Colonial 
Secretary  has  arrived  upon  this  important  question." 

We  heartily  respond  to  your  Excellency's  wishes,  that  the  experiment  of  free  labour  may 
proceed  without  further  interruption ;  and  that  ^'  our  island,  in  the  peaceful  pursuit  of  agriculture 
and  commerce,  may  continue  to  maintain,  through  the  favour  of  Providence,  that  creditable 
station  which  she  has  honourably  won,  and  deservedly  occupied,  amidst  the  transatlantic  de- 
pendencies of  the  British  Crown." 

(Signed)  John  Brath watte. 

President  of  the  Council. 

Council  Chamber,  January  26th,  1841. 

Extract  from  an  Address  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Barbadoes. 
The  House  with  lively  satisfaction  bears  testimony  to  the  correctness  of  your  Excellency*s 
statement,  "  that  the  best  understanding  exists  between  the  proprietary  body  and  the  pea- 
santry,*' notwithstanding  the  strenuous  and  unscrupulous  efforts  which  have  been  made  by 
interested  persons  to  unsettle  the  minds  of  the  latter,  and  to  inspire  them  with  a  dislike  to  then* 
employers,  and  a  distaste  for  their  native  land.  The  House  inaulges  the  hope  that  the  eyes  of 
our  labourers  have  been  opened  to  the  delusions  which  have  been  practised  upon  them,  and  to 
which  many  have  fallen  victims ;  and  that  the  fatal  termination  which  death  has  put  to  the 
wanderings  of  some  of  those  who  were  induced  to  emigrate,  the  state  of  misery  and  disease  in 
which  others  (who  through  the  kindness  of  a  few  captains  of  vessels  have  found  their  way 
back),  have  arrived,  and  the  difficulty  of  effecting  a  return,  will  have  operated  as  a  warning 
to  the  rest.     Often  as  this  subject  has  been  noticed,  and  the  evils  resulting  from  the  operations 
of  emigration  Emissaries  exposed  in  this  Colony,  yet,  in  gratefully  acknowled^ng  the  fairness 
and  candour  which  have  distinguished  the  conduct  and  communications  of  the  rfoble  Secre- 
tary for  the  Colonies,  with  reference  to  this  important  question,  and  which  have  induced  his 
Lordship  to  advise  Her  Majesty  graciously  to  assent  to  the  Amended  Act  passed  by  the  legislature 
of  this  island  for  the  protection  of  the  peasantry,  the  House  cannot  refrain  from  making  one  ot 
two  observations,  calculated  to  shew  that  additional  reasons  exist  for  checking  the  unnatural 
system  of  emigration  agency  which  has  been  carried  on  in  this  Colony.  And,  first,  they  would 
advert,  in  reference  to  the  general  peace  and  welfare  of  the  community,  to  the  facilities  which 
this  system  affi>rded  for  the  gratification  of  private  pique  and  revenge,  or  political  resentment. 
It  is  well  known  that  obnoxious  individuals  were  marked  out^by  these  agents,  and  made  objects 
of  particular  attack,  and  that  in  the  gratification  of  their  revengeful  feelings  they  exerted 
themselves  to  excite  discontent  among  the  labourers,  and  to  depopmate  the  estates  of  such  pro- 
prietors as  gave  them  offence,  without  any  regard  to  the  disposition  and  character  of  such  pro- 
prietors as  employers,  or  to  the  happiness,  comfort,  and  condition  of  the  labourers  themselves ; 
and  thus  the  interests  of  both,  of  the  latter  no  less  than  the  former,  were  remorselessly  sacri- 
ficed to  the  private  objects  of  these  unprincipled  men,  and  opportunity  was  at;  the  same  time 
afforded  to  the  internal  enemies  of  the  Colony,  to  impede  and  embarrass  the  satisfactory 
working  of  the  free  system,  and  impair  the  influence  and  resources  of  the  proprietary  body  by 
aiding  tnese  agents  in  their  efforts,  and  unsettling  the  minds  of  the  peasantry  by  every  species 
of  csdumny  and  misrepresentation,     In  alluding  to  the  obstacles  which  repentant  emigrants 
have  to  encounter  in  returning  to  their  native  land,  the  House  referred  to  the  absence  of  the 
necessary  pecuniary  means,  and  to  those  debts  to  the  emigration  agents  with  which  emigrating 
labourers  were  hampered,  and  which  it  was  part  of  the  policy  of  the  former  to  suffer  them  to 
incur  previous  to  their  departure,  and  which  they  were  left  without  the  means  of  discharging 
in  the  new  scene  to  which  they  had  been  allured.  It  is  true  that  some  of  these  poor  people  have 
been  fortunate  enough  to  effect  a  return  to  their  country ;  but  your  Excellency  is  probably 
aware  that  the  great  majority  of  these  are  indebted  to  the  charity  and  kindness  of  commanders 
of  .vessels,  whose  hearts  have  been  touched  by  their  importunities,  and  whose  compassionate 
feelings  have  been  aroused  by  witnessing  their  distress.     From  these  gentlemen,  however,  fre- 
quent repetitions  of  such  gratuitous  services  could  not  be  expected,  and  one  of  them  has  actually 
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And  here  they  cannot  but  congratulate  your  Excellency,  on  the  additional  proof  which  your      BARBADOS* 

Excellency  has  been  enabled  to  give  of  that  kind  feeling  for,  and  lively  interest  in,  the  African  

race,  already  conspicuously  displayed  in  the  share  which  your  Excellency  took  in  accelerating 
their  freedom,  botn  in  the  Leeward  and  Windward  Islands,  by  your  efforts  to  protect  their 
inexperience  on  the  present  occasion,  from  the  mischievous  efiTects  of  the  artificial  emigration 
excitement,  by  which  they  have  been  lately  disturbed  in  the  infancy  of  their  recently  acquired 
freedom,  l^e  House  cannot  conclude  this  subject,  without  adverting  to  a  letter  which  appeared 
recently  in  the  public  prints  of  Demerara,  purporting  to  be  dated — Downing  Street,  and  to  bear 
the  signature  of  Mr.  Vernon  Smith,  in  wnicn  the  person  to  whom  it  is  addressed  is  informed, 
that  the  captured  Africans  at  the  Bahamas  are  freemen,  and  cannot  be  lawfully  prevented 
from  emigrating ;  but  that  the  Governor  of  the  Bahamas  had  been  instructed,  on  grounds 
connected  with  the  maritime  strengtl;i  of  Great  Britain,  not  to  encourage  the  depopulation  of 
islands  under  his  government.  In  this  paragraph,  the  House  rejoice  to  perceive  that  the  noble 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies  recognizes  the  difference  between  improperly  restraining  the  free- 
man's undoubted  rieht  to  carry  his  labour  to  the  market  of  his  choice,  and  encouraging  and 
exciting  in  a  people  a  migratory  spirit.  It  is  this  difference  which  has  all  alon^  formed  the 
basis  of  the  reasoning,  the  remonstrances,  and  the  Acts  of  the  Legislature  of  this  Colony  ;  and 
it  is  doubtless  the  recognition  of  it,  and  a  just  preception  of  the  equal  claim  which  the  Colo- 
nies have  to  the  maternal  care  and  fostering  protection  of  the  parent  State,  which  have  prompted 
the  noble  Lord  in  the  candid  and  honourable  course  which  he  has  pursued ;  and  the  House 
repose  the  fullest  confidence  in  those  powers  of  discrimination  which  his  Lordship  has  displayed 
and  exercised  in  detecting  the  real  nature  of  the  case,  and  in  his  Lordship's  impartial  dispo- 
sition to  restrain  (now  that  the  Barbados  Legislature  has  done  *'  all  that  is  necessary  to  remove 
undue  restrictions")  the  tendency  of  the  Government  of  British  Guiana  to  resort  to  measures 
unduly  provocative  of  emigration.  In  the  letter  referred  to,  is  also  contained  the  satisfactory 
information,  that  the  Governor  of  Sierra  Leone  had  been  instructed   to  allow  of  such  emi- 

5 ration  from  that  Colony.  A  legitimate  source  being  thus  opened  to  our  fellow  colonists  of 
le  new  Colonies,  whence  supplies  of  labourers  may  be  obtained  by  them  in  a  manner  alike 
honourable  to  themselves  and  beueficial  to  the  persons  emigrating,  the  House  earnestly  hope 
that  discreditable  and  unnatural  attempts  to  depopulate  this  Colony  will  be  discontinued  on  the 
part  of  those  by  whom  they  have  beep  made,  and  that  those  who  have  hitherto  honourably 
forborne,  will  find  an  additional  reason  for  continuing  to  do  so,  in  the  announcement  referred 
to,  and  that  (in  the  words  of  your  Excellency)  that  creditable  station  may  be  ever  prosperously 
roaintained,through  the  favour  of  Providence,  which  the  ancient  and  loyal  Colony  of  Barbados 
has  honourably  won,  and  long  and  deservedly  occupied,  amidst  the  transatlantic  dependencies 
of  the  British  Crown. 

By  Order  of  the  House, 
(Signed)  George  N.  Taylor,  Speaker. 

House  of  Assembly,  January  26th,  1841. 

(True  Copies) 
E.  Murray  Macoregor,  Governor. 


(No.  122.)  No.  2. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Russell,  to  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  Murray 

Macgregor,  Bart. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  March  23,  1 841. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Despatch,  No.  16,  of  the  4th  ^^-  2- 

of  February,  transmitting  Addresses  that  have  passed  between  yourself  and  the 
Legislative  Bodies  of  Barbados,  on  the  opening  ot  the  present  Session. 

I  liave  &c 
(Signed)         '  J.  RUSSELL. 
Maj.-Gen.  Sir  E.  J,  M.  Macgregor,  Bart.,  K.C.B., 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  22.)  No.  3. 

Windward  Islands. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  Murray  Macgregor,  Bart., 

to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  February  26,  1841. 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  your  Lordship  various  Documents,  ^^  ^* 

therewith  connected,  and  an  Address  to  your  Lordship  from  several  influential 
descendants  of  Africa,  in  Barbados,  setting  forth  that,  under  the  circumstances 
therein  stated,  it  is  "contemplated  to  raise,  by  voluntary  contributions,  a  fund 
towards  defraying  the  expenses  for  the  maintenance,  during  their  education  in  the 
learned  professions,  at  the  public  seminaries  of  England,  of  some  promising 
youths  of  their  class :"  that  *'  they  fear,  from  the  deficiency  of  their  hereditary 
possessions,  and  from  the  general  limited  resources  of  the  coloured  population  in  this 


No.  22. 
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BXHBADOS.  Island,  as  a  1)edy,  occasioned  by  Hthe  vjcry  imfavourable  position  from  which  th^ 
have  but  just  emerged,  that  it  will  be  next  to  impossible,  of  themsdves,  at  ibis 
period,  without  the  benevolent  interposition  of  the  Parent  State,  to  carry  out  thk 
desirable  olsjeot;**  and  soliciting  that  your  Juordship  will  be  graciously  pleased 
''  t»  ;8id>mit  ':thQtr  application  to  the  :£ikTOunA>le  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  and  afford  ?f hem  the  benefit  of  your  powerful  influence  in  obtaining  a 
portion  of  the  national  funds  appropriAted  to  tfie  formation  of  schools,  for  effecting 
this  especial  and  important  object. ' 

33eing  called  upon  by  the  subscribers  to  the  Address  to  support  its  prayer,  I 
regret  w^i  their  cause  is  not  confided  to  a  more  persuasiveand  successful  advocate; 
but,  however  deficient  in  that  weight  and  influenee  which  they  aie>plea6ed  to  ascribe 
to  ine,  the  sineerity,  I  respectfully  hope,  will  not  be  questioned,  with  which  3 
venture  to  express  to  your  Lordship  my  humble  opinion,  derived  from  long  local 
experience,  that  the  boon  invoked  by  them  upon  the  present  occasion,  is  *the  most 
beneficial  that  can  be  conferred,  in  the  actual  condition  of  CbloniaL Society,  upon 
the  West  Indian  coloured  subjects  of  Her  Majesty. 

The  *'  detailed  arraufienients  .with  respect  to  the  proposed  measure,"  being 
postponed  ''  until  the  pleasure  of  Her  Majesty- s  Government  shall  have  been 
ascertained,"  I  will  not  detain  your  Lordship  further  than  ^  'veeornmend,  in  the 
event  of  its  being  favourably  entertained,  that,  While  the  eligibility  of  the  parties 
chosen  for  Home  education,  and  their  impartial  selection  might  be  looked  to  by 
the  Executive  authority  abroad,  their  disposal,  when  re^dent  in  the  mother 
country,  should  be  rendered  liable  to  the  supervision  and  controhof  the  Secretary 
x>f  State  fsorthe  Colonial  Department. 

liiave,.&c. 

(Signed)        E.  J.  MURRAY  MACGREGOR,  Governor. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  3. 

End.  1  in  No.  3.  Commonication  made  by  the  Governor,  to  Messrs.  the  Honourable  TTiomas  Joshua 

Gumming,  Kennedy,  Wilkins,  Ashby,  Thomas,  Harris,  Thorne,  Bourne,  and  ElUs,  convened 
at  Hastings  House,  on  Monday,  the  30th  of  November,  1840. 

The  Governor's  object  in  soliciting  the  presence  of  this  Meeting  will  become  apparent,  in 
reference  to  the  annexed  extracts  of  despatches,  addressed  to  Lord  Glenelg,  and  Lord  John 
Russell,  respectively. 

If,  after  due  consideration,  the  influential  members  of  the  coloured  body  now  assembled,  with 

whom  alone  the  Governor  has  deemed  it  advisable  to  communicate  on  this  occasion,  shall 

*    be  of  opinion  that  the  contemplated  measure  .may  be  safely  attempted  iu  this^oomniuaity^'With 

a   reasonable  prospect  of  success,   the  Governor  will  be  glad  to  learn  in  what  manner  his 

services  may  be  rendered  most  conveniently  available  in  furtherance  of  their  wishes. 


Enclosure  .2,  in  No.  3. 

Kncl.  2,  in  No.  3.  Extract  of  a  Despatch,  from  Sir  Evan  Murray  Macgrcigor,  Baronet,  Governor  of  the  Lee- 
ward Islands,  to  the  Right  'Honourable  Lord  Glenelg,  dated  Roseau,  Dominica,  13th 
January,  1836. 

*' Since  the  just  and  equitable  relief  of  the  coloured  class  from  their  former  disabilities,  I 
have  exhorted  the  most  intelligent,  as  they  cannot  afford  to  instruct  their .  childcen  iwUvidualiy, 
to  act  in  concert,  in  order  to  effect  that  object,  by  subscribing,  for  the  education  in  England, 
of  some  of  these  youths,  who  indicate  talent. — But  my  representations  have  proved  unavailing, 
and  I  am  thereby  induced  to  submit  to  your  Lordship,  the  expediency  of  devoting  a  portion 
of  the  National  Funds  destined  towards  the  forming  of  schools,  to  the  purpose  of  defraying 
the  expense  of  supporting  a  certain  number  of  young  persons  of  colour,  while  resident  in 
Britain,  in  attendance  on  our  public  seminaries ;  as  well  as  the  cost  of  their  voyages  to  and 
from  the  West  Indian  Ooloniss." 


EndoBure  3,  in  No.  3. 

End.  3,  in  No.  3.  Extract  of  a  Despatch  from  Sir  Blvan.  Murray  Macgregor,  Baronet,  Goveniorx>f  the  Wind- 
ward Islands,  to  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  John  Russell,  dated  Government  Hmise,  Bar- 
bados, 9th  April,  1840. 

*'  It  may  be  right  also  briefly  to  explain,  that  the  plan  is  a  Tery  simple  one,  formerly  sug- 
gested by  me  in  the  Leeward  islands,  and  merely  requiring,  for  its  execution,  a  subscription 
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H^Kited.  and  p^wer&l  indhriduals  of  tbe  rising  generation,  v^^hose  protection  would  encourage       BARBADOSl 
aod  support  tfaem  in  their  future  career  abroad,  and  thus,  more  closely  bind  together  those  -'**" 

tics  of  national   attachnoent  that  cannot   be  too  firmly   cemented  between   Her  Majesty's 
British  and  Colonial  subjects.'' 


Enclosure  4,  in  No.  3. 

Mat  it  plsase  your  Excbllbncy^ 

Assembled  here  at  your  Excellency'^s  desire,  we  have  been  made  acquainted  with  a  project    End.  4,  in  No.  3« 
contonplated.by  your  CxceUency  for  eictendin^.tho  advantages  of  a  p^fessional  educationj,  at 
tlie  publto  aeminacies  of  England  to  youths  of  tlie  Uack  and  coloured  community  who  may  inr 
dicate  talent. 

In  proposing  on  object  of  such  vital  imp<H?tance  to  the  coloured  body  of  this  Island,  your 
fixeeliency  has  given  tbe  moat  indubitable  proof  of  your  Excellency's  anxiety  to  witness  the 
generaladvanesment  of  one  race;  and  we  beg  most  grate&illy  to  tender  to  your^Ebccell^icy  our 
aBOMne  tfaaoks  fiar  the  kind  infeenst  so  generously  mamfested,  on  this  occasion,  for  their  wel&re. 
As^  howerf«r,  the  object  is  novel,  and  obviously  requires  consideration^  we  fear  it  will  not  be 
in  our  power  to  determine,  at  this  moment,,  upon  any  specific  mode  of  carrying  out  the  contem- 
plated measure.  We  would  therefore  request  of  your  Exrellency  to  be  pleased  to  allow  usf 
some  short  time  for  discussing  the  subject^  and  making  your  Excellency  acquaintedl,  at  a  future 
day,  with  the  result  of  our  deliberations. 

Again  assuring  your  Excellency  of  our  deeply-felt  gratitude,. and  with  an  offer  of  our  sincere 
wishes  foe  your  Excelleney*s  health. 
We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  Thomas  J.  Cummins,  Thomas  Harris, 

Joseph  Kennedv,  Joseph  Thorne, 

Valentine  Wilkins,  London  Bournk,^ 

Robert  H.  Ashbv,  Thomas  Ellis. 

Wm.  Pharour  Thomas, 
November  30th,  1840. 

Enclosure  5,  in  No.  3. 

Mat  it  please  your  Excellency,  Bridge  Town,  25th  February,  18^1. 

Be&rring  to  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  held  at  Hastings  House,  on  the  30th  of  Novem*-  End.  6,  in  Na.  8. 
ber  last,  we  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  wait  upon  your  Excellency  with  the  accompanying 
document,  addressed  to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell,  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonial  Department,  on  the  subject  of  educating,  partly  atthenationallxpense, 
a  certain  number  of  youths  of  colour,  in  the  learned  proGossions,  at  some  of  the  public 
seminaries  of  England,  benevolent Iv  suggested  by  your  Excellency,  upon  that  occasion ; — and 
to  request  that  your  Excellency  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  extend  to  us  your  usual  kindness 
and  promptitude  in  forwarding  the  Address,  and  in  giving  to  it  all  that  weight  and  influence 
whicn  may  finally  ensure  the  success  we  so  ardently  desire. 

With  sentiments  of  profound  respect,  we  beg  leave  to  subscribe  ourselves. 
May  it  please,  &c. 
(Signed)  Thomas  J.  Cummins,      Robert  H.  Ashby,        B.  Wm.  Massiah, 

V.  WiLKiNs.  Joseph  Thorne,  Thomas  C.  Ashby, 

William  P.  Thomas,     London  Bourne,  William  S.  Wilkby, 

Thomas  Ellis,  Joseph  Hamilton,        Henry  Wilkins, 

Thomas  Harris,  John  Horsham,   .         William  C.  Haynes, 

Joseph  Kennedy,  Samuel  B.  Arthur,       Henry  Brathwaite. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  Evan  J.  Murray  Macgregor,  Baronet, 

&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copies.) 

Enclosure  6,  in  No.  3. 
Mat  it  pieasb  your  Lordship,  Barbados,  February  2jth,  184L 

In  accordance  with  the- proceedings  of  a  meeting  held  at  Hastings  House,  the  30th  of  End.  6,  in  No.  3. 
Noyember  last,  on  the  invitation  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  We,  the  undersigned 
members  of  that  body  hitherto  designated  "  People  of  Colour,"  or  descendants  of  Africa, 
beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  engage  your  Lordship's  attention  on  a  subject  the  most  impor- 
tant, with  reference  to  tbe  future  advancement  of  tlwit  class  of  persons  who  have  been  but 
recently  relieved  from  that  state  of  politieal  debasement,  consequent  upon  tbe  existence  of 
slavery  in  these  Her  Majesty's  plantations  in  tbe  western  hemisphere. 

Owing  to  the  justice  and  liberality  of  the  British  Cpvernment,  every  barrier  to  preferment 
has  been  removed,  and  the  gates  to  the  attainment  of  fame^  honour,  and  emolument  thrown 
open  to  all  classes  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  possessed  of  enterprise,  intellect,  and  education, 
necessary  to  qualify  them  for  the  succession  to  those  places  of  trust  and  distinction  heretofore 
exdusively  enjoy  eel  by  their  more  favoured  white  brethren. 

To  afford  an  equal  opportunity  to  the  former  in  competing  for  places  with  the  latter,  a  plan 
has  been  suggested  by  His  Excellency  the  Qovemor,  and  it  is  in  consequence  contemplated  to 
raise  by  voluntary  contributions,  a  fund  towards  defiraying  the  expenses  *'  for  the  maintenance 
during  their  education  in  the  learned  professions,  at  the  public  seminaries  of  England,  of  some, 

E remising  youths  of  our  class,  who  would  thereby  obtain  opportunities  of  acquirmg  a  know* 
jdge  of  the  world,  rarely  to  be  obtained  in  these  small  settlements,  and  of  contracting  friend- 
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BARBADOS,  shipf  in  early  life  with  talented  and  powerful  individuals  of  the  rising  generation^  whose 
— —  protection  would  encourage  and  support  them  in  their  future  career  abroad^  and  thus  more 

closely  bind  together  those  ties  of  national  attachment  that  cannot  be  too  firmly  cemented 
between  Her  Majesty's  British  and  Colonial  subjects." 

But  we  ^ar,  from  the  deficiency  of  our  hereditary  possessions,  and  from  (he  general  limited 
resources  of  the  coloured  population  in  this  island  as  a  body,  occasioned  by  the  very  unfavour- 
able position  from  which  they  have  but  just  emerged,  that  it  will  be  next  to  impossible,  of 
themselves,  at  this  period^  without  the  benevolent  interposition  of  the  parent  State,  to  carry  out 
this  desirable  object. 

From  your  Lordship's  known  liberality  and  friendly  disposition  towards  the  sons  of  Africa, 
we  feel  a  confident  assurance  that  your  Lordship  will  lend  an  attentive  ear  to  our  solicitations 
in  behalf  of  this  hitherto  neglected  class,  and  that  your  Lordship  will  also  be  graciously  pleased 
to  submit  our  application  to  the  favourable  cotisideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and 
afford  us  the  benefit  of  your  powerful  influence  in  obtaining  a  portion  of  the  national  funds 
appropriated  to  the  formation  of  schools,  for  effecting  this  especial  end  important  object. 

We  beg  leave  to  state,  that  we  have  purposely  refrained  from  entering  into  any  detailed 
arrangements  with  respect  to  the  proposed  measure,  until  the  pleasure  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  shall  have  been  ascertained,  and  we  fondly  venture  to  hope  that  their  acquiescence 
will  be  accprded  in  that  spirit  of  generous  munificence  which  has  ever  characterised  thi* 
British  nation.  We  have,  &c., 

(Signed)  Thos.  J.  Cummins,  Robt.  IT.  A^hbt,  B.  Wm.  Massiah, 

V.  WiLKiNs,  Joseph  Thorns,  Thomas  C.  Asuby, 

William  J.  Thomas,  London  Bourne,  William  S,  Wilkbt, 

Thomas  Ellis,  Joskph  Hamilton,  Henry  Wilkins, 

Thomas  Harris,  John  Horsham,  Wm.  C.  Haynes, 

Joseph  Kennedy,  Saml.  B.  Arthur,  Henry  Brathwaite. 
To  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&.             &c.            &c. 


(No.  129.)  1^0.4, 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Russell  to  Governor  SirE.  J.Murray 

Macgregor,  Bart. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  April  8,  1841. 

No,  4.  I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  No.  22,  of  the  26th  February,  transmitting 

with  other  documents  on  the  subject,  an  Address  from* a  body  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  in  Barbados,  of  African  descent,  praying  the  assistance  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  towards  defraying  the  expenses  for  their  maintenance,  during  their 
education  at  the  public  seminaries  of  England,  of  a  certain  number  of  youths 
selected  from  their  body. 

It  will  not  be  in  the  power  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  apply  to  this 
purpose  any  part  of  the  Parliamentary  vot-e  of  this  year  for  negro  education. 

The  vote  of  the  next  year  will  be  decreased,  as  tke  negroes  are  now  in  a  condition 
to  provide,  in  some  measure  for  the  education  of  their  children. 

But  I  shall  be  ready,  next  year,  to  consider  any  proposal  from  Barbados  for  the 
object  stated  in  the  Address.  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.RUSSELL. 

Maj.-Gen.  Sir  E.  J.  M.  Macgregor,  Bart,,  G.C.B., 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  11).  No.  5. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Russell  to  Governor  Sir  E.  J. 

Murray  Macgregor,  Bart. 
Sir,  •  Downing-street,  April  S2,  1841. 

No.  5,  Finding  that  there  is  a  great  wapt  in  this  Office  of  detailed  information  as 

to  some  of  the  Colonies  under  your  government,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will 
call  on  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates  to  furnish  you  once  e^ery  half-year  with  reports 
on  the  state  ot  their  severd  districts,  with  reference  to  the  questions  enumerated 
in  the  enclosed  paper.  These  reports  you  will  then  transmit  to  me,  with  any 
observ^ations  you  may  have  to  make  upon  them. 

The  most  convenient  periods  for  making  these  reports  will  be  at  die  commence- 
ment and  at  the  close  of  the  annual  crop.  I  should  wish,  however,  to  receive  the 
first  series  without  delay. 

The  series  of  thirty-two  questions  relative  to  the  working  of  the  free-system  in 
Barbados,  which  you  addressed  to  the  police  magistrates  in  1839,  elicited  much 
valuable  information. 

I  observe,  however,  that  it  is  now  more  than^a  year  since  any  reports  have  been 
received  from  those  gentlemen  in  answer  to  that  series  of  questions. 
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It  wUl  be  desirable,  for  the  sake  of  uniformity,  that  the  inclosed  list  should  be 
substituted,  and  that  these  reports  should  be  sent  in  regularly  at  the  same  period 
with  the  others.  I  have,  &c. 

Maj.-Gen.  Sir  E.  J.  M.  Macgregor,  Bart.  (Signed)        J.  RUSSELL. 

&c.         &c.        &c. 


BARBAJ)OS. 


Enclosure  in  No.  5. 

No.  I.  General  Character  and  Condition  of  the  Peasantry. — Noticing  any  changes  ob-       End.  in  No.  5. 
servable  since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship,  in  their  manners — habits — or  tastes — ^in  the 
rate  of  mortality— or  in  the  nature  and  frequency  of  offences. 

No.  II.  Relations  between  the  Peasantry  and  the  Proprietors. — Adverting  especially  to 
the  conditions  of  tenancy  on  estates — ^to  the  progress  of  the  labourers  in  estabUshing  them- 
selves as  freeholders — to  the  rising  up  of  new  hamlets  and  villages,  and  the  effect  which  these 
changes  are  supposed  to  have  upon  the  supply  of  labour  for  the  cultivation  of  the  staple 
produce  of  the  colony. 

No.  III.  New  Institutions. — As  churches — schools — savings'  banks — benefit  societies,  &c. 

No.  IV.  State  and  Prospects  o/ Cultivation. — Noticing  the  supply  of  labour  and  the  rate 
of  wages— the  produce  of  the  last  crop,  and  the  promise  of  the  next — the  weather,  &c. 

No.  V.  Jntprovements  and  Discoveries, — As  for  instance,  any  new  machine,  by  which 
labour  is  saved — any  improved  method  of  cultivation,  and  new  manufacture,  &c. 

No.  VI.  Stale  of  Internal  Traffic. — Noticing  the  sort  of  goods  which  are  most  in  demand. 


(No.  1.) 


No.  6. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Mr.  President  Brathwaite,  to 
Lord  John  Russell. 


No.  6. 


My  liord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  June  17,  1841. 

Adverting  to  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  22nd  of  April  last, 
general  No.  11,  addressed  to  the  late  Governor-in-Chief,  Sir  Evan  Murray  Mac- 
gregor, and  received  a  short  time  previously  to  the  fatal  termination  of  his 
Excellency's  last  illness,  I  beg  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  the  stipendiary 
magistrates  have  been  instructed,  in  conformity  with  your  Lordship's  directions, 
**  to  prepare  reports  once  every  year,  on  the  state  of  their  several  districts,  with 
reference  to  the  questions  enumerated  in  the  paper"  which  formed  the  enclosure  of 
your  Lordship*s  Despatch  above  quoted. 

In  the  meantime,  I  do  myself  the  honour  of  herewith  forwarding  to  your  Lord-  May  24th.  i84i. 
ship  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  judges  of  the  Assistant  Court  of 
Appeal,  relative  to  the  printed  pamphlet  (also  forwarded)  containing  reports  from 
the  police  magistracy  upon  the  working  of  the  free  system  in  this  i^nd,  from  the 
1st  October,  1839,  to  the  31st  of  December,  1840.  The  earlier  transmission  of 
these  Documents  to  your  Lordship's  department  was  unfortunately  retarded  by  the 
serious  and  alarming  indisposition  under  which  the  late  Governor  was  suffering  at 
the  time  of  their  receipt  by  his  Excellency's  private  secretary,  and  I  therefore  avail 
myself  of  this  opportunity  of  submitting  them,  without  further  delay,  for  your 
Lordship's  consideration.  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOHN  BRATHWAITE, 

President,  Administering  the  Government. 
To  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Pamphlet. 


Enclosure  in  No.  6. 

Sir,  Assistant  Court  of  Appeal,  May  24th,  1841. 

The  lon^  delay  which  has  attended  the  transmission  of  our  Report  upon  the  Replies      End.  in  No.  6. 
of  the  PoUce  Magistracy  to  the  Quarterly  Series  of  Questions  upon  tne  working  of  the  Free 
System  in  Barbados,  demands  an  explanation  from  us,  which  we  have  now  the  honour  to  submit 
for  the  consideration  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

The  printed  pamphlet,  herewith  forwarded,  will  be  found  to  contain  the  respective  magisterial 
answers,  embracing  a  period  between  the  1st  of  October,  1839,  and  the  31st  of  December,  1840, 
together  with  an  appendix,  exhibiting  general  reports  for  the  year  ending  December  1840, 
from  the  same  functionaries,  upon  the  agricultural  prospects  of  the  several  parishes ;  to  which 
are  added,  communications  from  the  assistant  harbour  master  and  inspector  general  of  police, 
in  answer  to  certain  queries  proposed  to  them  by  His  Excellency's  directions.  As  the  previous 
reports  from  the  magistracy  had  been  transmitted  in  a  printed  form,  it  was  deemed  expedient 

Digitized  by 


Google 


62  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

BARBADOS,  ^^  present  the  succeeding  documents  in  the  same  uniform  shape,  and  these  latter  weitecoBse*- 
quently  placed^  shortly  after  the  expiration  of  the  year,  in  the  hands  of  the  pujblisher,  uader  the 
expectation  that  they  would  be  completed  within  a  stated  period.  The  publication,  ho^ev«r, 
was  arrested  in  its  progress  by  unforeseen  difficulties,  over  which  we  could  exercise  no  control, 
and  its  completion  was  therefore  unavoidably  protracted  until  the  present  date. 

Soliciting  a  reference  to  the  two  last  reports  from  the  Assistant  Court,  under  date  the  30th 
September,  1839,  and  the  15th  November  of  the  same  year,  as  exhibiting  an  exposition  of 
our  views  and  sentiments  at  those  periods,  upon  the  results  of  the  free  system  in  this  island, 
we  have  to  observe  in  relation  to  the  present  series  of  raasisterial  records  for  the  year  1840, 
that  they  do  not  appear  to  us  to  offer  any  striking  distinction  from  the  contents  of  the  pre- 
ceding annual  reports ;  except  with  regard  to  the  injuriou8>  but  we  are  happy  to  add  tenocporary, 
effects  produced  by  ill  advised  and  precipitate  emigration,  and  the  diminution  of  die  average 
quantity  of  yearly  produce,  arising  solely  from  the  long  prevailiiig  drought,  by  which  ths 
agricultural  prospects  of  the  island  have  been  in  some  parishes  altogether  blighted,  and  in 
others  materially  injured.  At  the  same  time,  we  have  not  failed  to  notice  that  a  few  of  the 
causes  which  previously  tended  to  create  misunderstandings  between  the  two  agricultural 
classes  are  alluded  to,  as  having  continued  partially  to  exist  during  the  last  year.  Among 
these  impediments  to  the  establi^ment  of  mutual  good- will,  may  be  included  the  di^nclination 
of  many  of  the  labouring  body  to  train  their  children  to  the  performance  of  field  employment ; 
but  this  objection  on  the  part  of  the  parents, — as  well  as  other  prejudices,  the  origin  cwf  which 
may  probably  be  traced  to  the  feelings  engendered  while  in  a  state  of  servitude — ^will,  we  have 
no  doubt,  be  entifely  dissipated  by  the  silent  <^peration  of  time,  and  by  the  general  diffusaoa 
of  moral  and  religious  education  among  the  peasantry. 

Having  adverted  at  length,  in  our  letter  of  the  5th  February  Is^  to  the  machinations 
resorted  to  by  private  emigration  agents,  as  well  as  to  the  results  which  attended  the  progress 
of  the  emigration  scheme,  we  would  here  observe,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  surprise,  while  the 
minds  of  the  labourers  were  thus  kept  in  a  continual  state  of  agitation  and  ferment,  that  irre- 
gularity of  field  labour  should  be  the  consequence.  To  this  cause  therefore,  we  find  the  police 
magistrates  have  attributed  the  reluctance  of  the  peasantry  to  perform  their  accustomed  laboor 
during  the  first  eight  or  nine  months  of  the  year  (1840).  With  the  cessation,  however,  of  this 
undue  excitement,  the  return  of  a  more  willing  disposition  to  resume  their  agricultural  duties 
was  strongly  perceptible.  Perhaps  too,  this  impulse  received  no  little  encouragement  from  the 
information  circulated  among  their  body  by  many  of  the  return  emigrants,  who  having^  prac- 
tically experienced  the  vicissitudes  attending  the  transfer  of  their  labour  to  an  untried  lasd^ 
were  competent  to  impart  all  needful  knowledge  upon  the  subject  to  such  of  their  brethren  as 
had  not  yet  hazarded  the  experiment  oPemigration. 

To  whatever  cause  this  change  of  opinion  may  be  referable,  it  is  nevertheless  admitted  that 
at  the  fall  of  the  year,  and  preparatory  to  the  crop  season,  a  marked  difference  m  the  general 
conduct  of  the  peasantry-,  particularly  as  regarded  the  steady  performance  of  field  labour,  was 
observable ;  and  we  are  gratified  to  state,  that  this  feeling  has  since  conthmed  to  animate  tlM 
great  mass  of  the  labouring  classes,  to  whose  cheerful  exertions  in  reaping  the  present  sugar 
crop,  ample  testimony  from  magisterial,  as  well  as  other  sources  of  intelligence,  is  willmgly 
borne.  Upon  this  subject,  the  police  magistrate  for  the  parish  of  St  John,  writes — *'tbe 
expected  failure  of  this  year's  crop  is  attributed  in  no  way  to  any  deficiency  in  the  labour 
system  ;  the  cultivation  of  lands  for  the  ensuing  crop  being  excellent  throughout  the  parish." 

We  would  also  solicit  attention  to  the  very  insignificant  number  of  petty  crimes  on  the 
part  of  the  workino^  classes,  which  will  be  found  specified  in  our  monthly  reports  of  magtstertai 
complaints,  and  of  appeals  therrfrom.  This  trifling  atnount  of  penal  offences,  when  considered 
comparatively  with  me  extensive  agricultural  population  of  the  island,  is  also  calculated  to 
affonl  a  convmcing  aigument  of  the  progressive  advancement  of  the  Barbados  labourer  in  the 
knowledge  and  practical  exercise  of  those  important  duties  required  of  him  as  a  free  subject 
and  peaceful  citizen. 

In  a  previous  report  of  the  30th  of  September  last,  we  had  occasion  to  express  our  convic- 
tion, that  the  adoption  by  the  landed  proprietors,  of  renting  to  the  labourers  their  cottages,  and 
a  small  portion  of  land  attached  thereto,  would  ensure  the  most  beneficial  results,  and  tend  the 
more  firmly  to  consolidate  the  interests  of  landlord  and  tenant,  the  disunion  of  which,  recent 
experience  has  shewn  must  ever  be  attended  with  injurious  consequences  to  both  parties.  It 
is,  therefore,  with  much  satisfaction  we  find  a  large  majority  of  the  police  magistrates  inadcm-^ 
ting  the  propriety  of  resorting  to  the  rent  system  ;  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  this  sound  and 
prudent  counsel  maybe  received  and  acted  upon,  without  longer  delay,  by  the  proprietary  body 
of  this  colony.  We  have,  &c., 

(Signed)  A.  Cuppage,  J.  J.  Tinling,  Jos.  Garrawat, 

(True  Copy)  Judges  of  the  Assistant  Court  of  Appeal 

Jno.  Bratbwaite^ 

President,  administering  the  Government 
The  Hon.  Felix  Bedingfeld,  Private  Secretary, 
&c  &c.  &c. 


FREE  STSTEiM  IN  BARBADOS. 


QuBsnoNS  for  QuaaTsaLT  Rbply»  firom  the  Police  Magistracy  of  the  Island  of  BARBAnos. 
Bdmem  \*t  Oetxiker  and  ZiU  December,  1839. 
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d.  Is  there  any  want  of  good  feeliug  betmcn  the  labourers  and  their  Employers;  and  if  so,  to  what      BARBADOS. 
erase  do  >ou  attribute  it?  """ 

4.  Att  you  of  opiiiion  that  the  common  interests  of  the  Employers  and  Labourers  will  gradually 
tend,  in  the  altered  condition  of  Colonial  society,  to  the  establishment  of  a  good  understanding  between 
those  classes,  without  the  aid  of  external  intervention  ? 

5.  Do  the  Labourers  perform  their  work  willingly,  and  if  not,  to  what  cause  do  you  ascribe  it  ? 

6.  What  are  the  working  hours  generally  in  use,  in  your  parish  ? 

7.  Is  task  work  generally  resorted  to  in  your  parish ;  if  not,  does  the  objection  lie  with  the  masters 
or  the  labourers  ? 

8.  What  is  the  ordinary  rate  of  wages,  and  how  are  the  labourerq  paid  in  the  reaping  season  as 
well  as  in  other  months? 

9.  Are  the  labourers  generally  supplied  with  lodging  and  a  spot  of  cultivable  land  upon  the  estates 
on  which  they  may  engage  to  work ;  if  so,  upon  what  terms  ? 

16.  Is  the  occupaticm  of  the  house,  and  the  privilege  of  planting  the  piece  of  ground  attached  to  it, 
mutually  understood  as  forming  a  set-off  against  the  full  daily  value  of  the  labourer's  work ;  or  is  the 
rent  of  the  house  and  land  a  distinct  charge,  having  no  reference  to  the  estate  duty  performed  by  the 
labourer  ? 

IL  What  is  the  general  practice  pursued  in  your  parish  in  hiring  labourers;  are  they  engaged 
simply  to  perform  day  labour,  which  engagement  is  only  binding  for  one  day ;  or  do  they  usually 
enter  into  verbal  or  written  agreements  for  any  specified  term, — say  weekly,  monthly,  or  yearly;  and 
if  so,  are  any  records  of  this  nature  lodged  in  your  office  ? 

12.  Are  the  hihourers  disposed  generally  to  prefer  written  to  verbal  agreements  ? 

13.  Are  the  labourers,  in  their  general  intercourse  with  each  other,  upon  a  happy  footing,  or  litigi- 
onsly  disposed  ? 

14.  Has  the  renewal  of  the  island  laws,  regulating  the  relations  between  masters  and  servante, 
and  providing  for  the  suppression  of  vagrancy,  operated  to  the  relief  of  the  labouring  population  ? 

15.  Have  you  been  called  upon  to  investigate  complaints,  on  account  of  the  undue  occupation  of 
houses  or  lands  by  labourers,  finom  the  plantations  on  which  they  have  been  working, — if  so,  where 
does  the  fault  generally  exist ;  in  the  employers,  the  labourers,  or  both  ? 

16.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  any  sensible  diminution  in  the  number  of  agricultural  labourers  in 
your  parish  has  taken  place  since  the  1st  August,  1888? 

17.  Have  many  labourers  returned  to  work  on  properties  from  which  they  removed  on  the  1st  of 
August,  1 838,  or  subsequently ;  and  do  you  consider  the  labourers  in  general  attached  to  the  estates 
on  which  they  have  been  born  and  brought  up  ? 

18.  To  what  kind  of  employment  do  those  persons  who  have  abandoned  agricultural  labour  usually 
betake  themselves? 

19.  Has  emigration  to  any  considerable  extent  occurred  among  the  labourers  of  your  parish;  if  so, 
specify  the  number,  and  state  to  what  cause  you  are  disposed  to  attribute  this  novel  propensity  on 
their  part  ? 

20.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  character  and  feelings  of  the  Barbados  peasantry,  do  you  con- 
chide  that  their  emigration  has  been  spontaneous  or  otherwise  ? 

21.  What  are  the  ages,  generally  speaking,  of  the  emigrants  from  your  parish ;  and  of  which  of  the 
three  classes  of  males,  females,  and  children,  have  the  majority  of  emigrants  consisted  ? 

22.  Are  you  of  opinion  there  is  a  surplus  population  in  this  island,  and  that  a  large  proportion  of 
labourers  might  be  spared  without  disadvantage,  for  the  benefit  of  Colonies  where  labour  is  compara- 
tively scarce  ? 

23.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  children  of  the  labourers,  and  how  are  they  supported? 

24.  What  facilities  does  your  parish  supply  for  edtication  and  religious  instruction?^  Is  the  attend- 
nee  at  Church  and  in  the  Schools  equal  to  the  accommodation? 

25.  Are  the  children  readily  empbyed  for  hire  by  the  estates  on  whidi  the  parents  are  located ;  if 
not,  is  this  attributable  to  the  disinclination  of  the  employers  to  hire  the  services  of  the  children,  or  to 
any  indisposition  on  tlie  part  of  the  parents  to  train  them  to  agricultural  pursuits  ? 

2$.  Do  the  labourers  appear  to  take  any  interest  in  the  complexional  distinction  between  the  white, 
coloured,  or  black  classes  of  inhabitents  ? 

27.  Have  you  perceived  any  desire  on  tlie  part  of  the  authorities  or  gentry  of  the  country  to  inter- 
fere with  the  rights  of  freedom,  acquired  under  the  abolition  of  apprenticeship  by  the  labouring  popu- 
lation, or  virtually  to  retain  them  in  a  prolonged  state  of  slavery? 

28.  Are  the  labourers  fully  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  Assistent  Court  of  Appeal? 

29.  Whether  do  yon  consider  the  judicial  system,  obtaining  since  the  creation  of  that  tribanal,  or 
that  prevailing  during  the  general  employment  of  the  late  Special  Magistrates,  most  conducive  to  the 
welfare  of  the  bbonring^  population  in  their  free  condition  ? 

80.  Are  the  labourers  lully  aware  of  the  institution  of  Courts  of  Reconciliation  in  this  island;  if  so, 
do  they  cheerfully  attend  when  summoned  as  Jurors,  and  do  they  erinoe  an  interest  in  the  proceed- 
ings? 

31.  Have  you  had  many  opportunities  of  bringing  those  tribunals  into  opemtion  for  the  adjustment 
of  their  differences;  and  are  you  of  opinion  that  their  permanent  establishment  will  be  attended  with 
practical  good  to  the  working  classes? 

32.  Whether  do  you  consider  the  judicial  system  obtaining  since  the  creation  of  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peal, or  that  prevailing  during  the  general  employment  of  the  late  Special  Magistrates,  most  conducive 
to  the  welfare  of  the  labouring  population  in  their  free  condition  ? 

33.  What  quantity  of  sugar  has  been  made  this  season  in  your  perish,  by  proprietors,  for  the  labour- 
ers atteched  thereto ;  and  what  amount  of  money  has  the  same  realized  ? 

34.  What  quantity  of  stock  are  the  labourers  upon  the  estates  in  your  parish  now  possessed  of  ? 

35.  Is  such  a  quantity  of  ground  provisions,  com,  &c.  now  planted,  as  will  in  your  opinion  pre- 
clude the  possibility  of  a  recurrence  of  the  scarcity  threatened  in  the  earlier  part  of  1839  ? 

36.  What  are  the  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop,  and  what  the  general  state  of  cultivation  ?  Has 
the  season  been  favourable  or  otherwise? 

37.  Are  )0u  aware  that  there  has  been,  since  the  abolition  of  apprenticeship,  a  greatly  increased 
demand  fVom  the  labouring  population  for  the  luxuries  of  life,  such  as  wine,  artidea  of  drees,  &c  &c.  ? 

38.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  Savings*  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies  would  be  beneficial  to  the 
labouring  classes,  and  be  contributed  to  by  them ;  if  so,  by  what  means  do  you  conceive  that  such 
institutions  may  be  best  promoted  ? 
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BARBADOS.  39^  q„  comparing  their  situation  with  that  of  the  labouring  classes  in  other  portionfi  of  the  Britkh 

dominions,  do  you  consider  the  labourers  of  Barbados  a  happy  peasantry  as  at  present  dreumstanced  ? 
40.     Have  you  any  suggestions  to  mai<e  or  any  practical  measures  to  recommend  for  the  benefit 
of  the  labouring  population  in  particular,  or  of  this  community  in  general? 


ANSWERS. 


No  l.^Pansh  of  St.  FhUip. 

1.  Submission  to  the  laws,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  much  more  regular  in  their  daily  labour. 

2.  Chiefly  petty  thefts,  and  assaults  and  batteries ;  but  sorry  am  I  to  add  that  within  the  last  four 
months  many  cases  of  incendiarism  have  occurred  in  this  particular  parish,  and  that  that  mode  of 
satiating  their  revenge  seems  now  to  be  adopted,  whether  it  be  towards  their  own  class  or  towards 
their  employer. 

3.  Questions  to  34  inclusive^  already  answered  on  a  former  occasion,  and  at  present  require  no 
additional  correction.  * 

36.  As  I  condemn  the  present  system  of  abrupt  ejectment  of  labourers,  as  well  as  the  abrupt  seces- 
sion of  labourers  from  properties  on  which  they  are  domiciled,  I  think  that  the  labourers  should  pay 
rent  for  their  land  and  cottages,  which  would  render  them  more  independent  in  the  dbposal  of  tlieir 
labour,  and  consequently  make  them  feel  more  independent  as  *'  Free  Men.'' 

(Signed)  P.  1$.  Applbwhaite,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  2.— PomA  of  8t  James. 

1.  The  conduct  of  the  labourers  (considering  circumstances)  has  been  good,  since  my  appointment 
as  Police  Magistrate. 

2.  The  majority  of  offences  consist  of  assaults  and  batteries,  with  a  few  cases  of  debt  and  petty 
theft 

3.  There  is  at  present  a  very  good  feeling  existing  between  labourers  and  their  employers. 

4.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  common  interests  of  employers  and  labourers  being  inseparably  con- 
nected, do  not  require  the  aid  of  external  intervention  for  promoting  a  good  understanding  between 
the  parties. 

5.  The  labourers  at  the  present  time,  seem  to  perform  their  work  willingly;  fht  cause  of  the  con- 
trary event  occasionally  happening,  may  generally  be  traced  to  the  want  of  proper  managenent  on  the 
property  where  it  occurs. 

6.  The  working  hours  are  generally  from  six  to  nhie  o'clock  a.m.,  and  from  ten  ajn.  to  four  p.m. 

7.  Task  work  is  not  much  resorted  to ;  the  objection  lies  with  employers,  who  generally  find  ike 
work  (from  being  hiurried)  badly  done. 

8.  The  rate  of  wages  varies  at  present  from  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  6}d. ;  and  in  the  rasping  season, 
from  Is.  6|d.,  to  Is.  lO^d.  per  diem. 

9.  The  labourers  are  always  (or  at  least  in  most  cases)  supplied  with  a  house,  and  a  small  pieoe  of 
cultivable  land. 

10.  I  shall  presume  from  the  fact  of  the  labourer  readily  obtaining  la.  6td.  per  day,  when  working 
abroad,  and  his  only  getting  Is.  3d.  when  working  on  the  property  on  which  his  house  and  land  afe 
situated,  that  the  occupation  of  the  house,  and  the  privilege  of  planting  the  land  attached  to  it,  is  mefiit 
(If  not  understood)  as  forming  a  set-oflT  against  the  payment  of  the  full  daily  vidae  of  the  laibDurer^ 
work ;  remarking  at  the  same  time,  that  the  annual  difference  of  the  wages,  which  I  will  suppoie  to 
be  the  rent,  is  a  low  price  for  the  comforts  which  the  labourer's  house  and  land  generally  affoni  hfm« 

11.  The  labourers  in  this  parish  are  simply  engaged  to  perform  day  labour,  which  engagement  I 
should  consider  only  binding  for  one  day,  but  the  knowledge  that  if  they  do  not  work  steadily  and 
continuously,  that  they  would  not  be  allowed  to  occupy  their  houses  on  the  property,  generally  induces 
them  to  remain  settled  on  one  estate. 

12.  The  labourers  are  very  averse  to  agreements  of  any  sort. 

13.  They  are  most  litigiously  disposed,  resorting  to  law  on  most  frivolous  grounds. 

14.  I  do  not  think  that  the  disallowance  of  the  late  Island  laws  **  for  regulating  the  rektbtts 
between  masters  and  servants,  and  for  suppression  of  vagrancy,''  has  afibrded  the  least  teUef  to  the 
labouring  population. 

15.  I  have  not  been  called  on  to  investigate  complaints  of  unlawful  occupation  of  houses  and  lands 
by,  or  ejectment  of  labourers  from,  the  plantalions  on  whu^h  they  have  been  working. 

16.  A  very  sensible  diminution  in  the  number  of  agricultural  labourers  took  place  immediate^ 
after  the  emancipation. 

17.  Great  numbers,  or  nearly  all  the  labourers,  have  returned  to  the  estates  which  they  left  on  the 
1st  of  August,  1838,  or  shortly  after ;  and  I  consider  that  in  general  they  are  much  attadied  to  the 
places  where  they  have  been  born  and  brought  up. 

18.  Answered  by  the  foregoing. 

19.  Those  persons  who  abandon  agricultural  labour,  usually  betake  themselves  to  domestie  em- 
ployments, and  some  to  carpenters*,  shoemakers',  and  tailors'  trades. 

20.  There  is  no  desire,  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  discern,  on  the  part  of  the  labouring  population,  to 
emigrate. 

21.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  so  far  from  there  being  a  surplus  of  labouring  population  in  this  island, 
that  no  labourers  could  be  spared  without  decided  disadvantage. 

22.  The  condition  of  the  children  of  the  labotnrers  is  happy  at  present,  but  the  idle  way  in  whieh 
they  are  brought  up  is,  I  think,  likely  to  entail  much  misery  on  them ;  they  are  supported  by  their 
parents  and  relations. 

23.  My  parish  affords  a  large  school  and  plenty  of  accommodation  in  a  church  and  chupel;  the  at- 
tendance at  both  is  equal  to,  but  does  not  exceed,  the  accommodation  afforded. 

24.  The  children  would  be  most  readily  employed  on  every  estate  on  which  their  parents  are 
located,  but  the  most  decided  aversion  is  evinced  by  them  to  train  their  children  to  agricultural 
pursuits. 

25.  Labourers  appear  to  take  little  interest  in  the  coroplexional  difference  between  the  white,  co- 
loured, or  black  classes  of  inhabitants.  As  masters  or  employersy  I  should  say  they  decidedly  prefer 
the  former. 

26.  So  far  from  the  authorities  or  gentry  of  the  island  wishing  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  free. 
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dom  df  ihe  labourinp^  population,  or  wUbin^  virtuaUy  to  retain  them  in  a  state  of  slavery,  every  oppor-       BARBADOS, 
tnnlty  is  taken  advantage  of  to  point  out  to  them  their  new,  improved,  and  happy  condition. 

27.  The  labourers  are  fully  aware  of  the  existence  of,  and  the  ad  vantages  afforded  them  by,  the 
Courts  of  Appeal,  and  immediately  afler  my  decision  in  any  case  is  made  known,  the  right  of  appeal 
from  it  is  fully  explained. 

28.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  advantages  afforded  by  the  Court  of  Appeal  renders  the  present  ju- 
dicial system  more  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  labouring  population  in  their  **  free  condition/' 
than  that  existing  under  the  late  special  magistrates.  ^ 

29.  The  quantity  of  sugar  made  by  proprietors  of  estates  in  this  parish,  for  labourers  attached 
thereto,  amounts,  according  to  the  information  I  have  been  able  to  gather,  to  one  hundred  barrels,  the 
average  value  of  each  barrel  being  5/.  currency;  but  I  am  inclined  to  suppose  that  more  than  that 
quantity  has  been  made. 

80.  (In  consequence  I  suppose  of  the  great  scarcity  of  provisions  necessary  for  raising  stock,)  very 
little  is  raised  by  the  labourers  in  this  parish. 

81.  In  consequence  of  the  very  great  spell  of  dry  weather  at  this  season  of  the  year,  all  provisions, 
com,  &c.  &c.,  that  were  planted,  will,  with  few  exceptions,  be  a  total  failure. 

82.  The  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  are  very  bad  in  this  parish ;  the  cultivation  has  been  good, 
but  the  season  has  been,  and  still  continues,  as  unfavourable  as  it  is  unusual. 

38.  There  has  been  since  the  abolition  of  apprenticeship  a  greatly  increased  demand  from  the 
labouring  population  for  the  luxuries  of  life,  such  as  wine,  dress,  &c.  &c.,  which  demand  still 
continues. 

84.  Savings' Banks  and  Friendly  Societies  would  no  doubt  be  beneficial :  one  of  the  latter  has  been 
established  by  the  rector  of  this  parish,  and  smee  my  last  report,  has  greatly  increased  its  number. 

85.  I  was  brought  up  in  England,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  peasantry  of  Barbados, 
as  at  present  circumstanced,  is  as  happy  as  that  of  England,  exclusive  of  the  advantage  afforded  the 
former  by  the  difference  of  the  climate. 

36.  An  act  to  punish  and  suppress  vagrancy  is  much  required,  as  also  the  establishment  of  a 
lunatic  asylum. 

(Signed)  Francis  Thoenbill,  Police  Magistrate. 

No.  3. — Parish  of  St  George. 

1.  Heretofore  idle  and  irregular;  but  within  the  last  six  months,  there  has  been  a  visible  and  decided 
improvement  in  their  general  habits  of  industry,  which  is  quite  apparent  to  every  observant  eye. 

2.  AfiMmlls  and  batteries,  and  petty  thefts;  and  I  am  sorry  to  add,  that  of  the  latter  class  of 
offences  there  is  an  increased  number. 

8.  In  general,  t^here  is  a  very  good  feeling  between  the  labourers  and  their  employers,  and  I  doubt 
BOt  thiB  f^eBngwili  improve, when  both  parties  must  mutually  benefit;  where  a  contrary  feeling  exists, 
the  causes  of  dissatisfaction  may  be  traced  to  these  sources,  namely,  that  of  the  labourers  deserting 
Ibe.eiti^B  OD^  which  they  are  domiciled,  during  the  hours  of  labour,  and  seeking  employment  else- 
where, or  an  unwillingness  to  yield  that  time  or  amount  of  labour  equivalent  to  a  day's  service. 

4.  I  have  no  doubt  that  time,  and  a  pure  and  equitable  administration  of  the  laws,  will  ultimately 
tend  to  the  establishment  of  a  good  understanding  between  those  classes ;  and  from  the  &cilities 
mtikh  are  now  afforded  all  appellants  for  justice,  the  supervising  powers  of  the  Assistant  Court  of 
Appeal,  and  ihe  vig^nt  watchfulness  of  the  executive,  cannot  in  my  humble  opinion,  fail  to  produce 
tkom  happy  effects  so  desirable,  and  so  essential  to  the  existence  of  a  healthy  state  of  thiiis^s,  the 
consummation  of  which  I  k>ok  forward  to,  at  no  far  distant  period,  with  feelings  the  most  pleasurable. 

5.  They  do  not  labour  as  willingly  as  they  ou^ht  to  do,  but  decidedly  they  have  improved :  necessity 
has  partly  remedied  this  evil,  and  time  alone  will  perfect  the  work. 

6.  Generally  from  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  4  o'clock  ia  the  afternoon,  one  intermediate  hour 
between  10  and  11  o*clpck  being  taken  for  breakfast. 

7.  The  employ^^rs  endeavour  as  much  as  possible  to  avoid  task  work,  except  of  a  particular  descrip- 
tion ;  the  labourers  however,  prefer  it ;  but  since  it  is  the  stumbling-block  and  bone  of  contention  in 
nine  cases  out  of  every  ten,  owing  to  the  careless  and  hurried  manner  in  which  the  work  is  performed^ 
it  is  wise  and  prudent  for  their  mutual  benefit,  that  it  should  be  avoided,  except  in  certain  cases  where 
there  is  ao  chance  of  disputation. 

8.  Usually  the  first  class  labourers  receive  two  bits  per  day,  and  the  second  and  invalid  classes,  a 
bit  and  a  half;  during  the  crop,  or  reaping  season,  they  receive  an  additional  half  bit  to  a  bit  per 
dtwD,  accovding  to  their  oociipaiions. 

9.  The  labourers  are  generally  supplied  by  the  estates  with  cottages  and  small  spots  of  garden 
grouhd;  perform  five  days'  labour  on  the  estate  every  week,  for  which  service  they  are  paid  without 
any  deduction  ;  but  if  otherwise,  and  they  are  not  prevented  by  sickness,  and  can  offer  no  reasonable 
eaoase  for  their  absence  from  work,  a  half  a  bit  a  day  is  stopped  from  their  wages  for  lodging.  On 
many  estates  the  labourers  are  possessed  of  allotments  of  land  in  addition,  from  a  quarter  to  a  half 
acre,  for  which  they  pay  a  weekly  rental  of  a  bit  and  a  half  to  four  bits. 

10.  No  rent  is  charged,  or  set-off  made,  other  than  is  stated  in  the.  preceding  answer;  this  accom- 
modation IB  afforded  the  labourer  expressly  to  ensure  his  undivided  services  for  five  days  in  each  week, 
on  the  estate  for  which  end  he  is  thus  domiciled. 

11.  They  engage  simply  to  perform  day  labour,  and  there  is  nothing  to  bind  them  beyond  that 
period.     No  records  of  this  nature  have  been  lodged  in  my  office. 

12.  They  have  a  total  aversk>n  to  written  agreements,  and  they  rarely  enter  into  verbal  ones. 

18.  Very  litigiously  disposed  indeed,  but  their  differences  are  easily  settled ;  they  quarrel  one  moment 
and  agree  the  next,  and  are  a9  social  in  their  intercourse  as  though  nothing  had  ever  happened  to  "" 

interrtapi  their  tranquillity. 

14.  The  disallowance  of  the  late  island  acts,  regulating  the  relations  between  masters  and 
servants,  and  providing  for  the  suppression  of  vagrancy,  I  consider  to  have  been  wise,  inasmuch  as 
employers  and  labourers  luive  both  to  a  certain  extent  benefited  by  the  non-existence  of  those  laws, 
although  the  absence  of  them  has  not  been  wholly  without  its  alloy. 

15.  I  investigated  a  complaint  of  ejectment  in  the  month  of  April  last,  from  Windsor  Plantation, 
and  after  a  long  and  patient  hearing  I  effected  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  matter;  in  this  case, 
the  labourer  was  decidedly  in  error.  I  have  otherwise  interfered  with  and  adjusted  many  other 
questions;  chiefly  on  the  score  of  appraisement  of  provisions  in  allotments  of  land,  where  the 
employer  and  labourer  could  no  longer  understand  each  other ;  and  1  have  most  frequently  succeeded 
m  sattsiying  both  parties;  faults  have  appeared  on  either  side. 
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16.  Some  few  have  quittecL  but  not  a  considerable  number. 

17.  Many  have  returned ;  they  aie  in  general  very  muek  attached  to  the  estates  on  whidi  they  ha^e 
been  boFn  and  brouicht  up. 

18.  All  those  who  have  returned  to  the  estates,  have,  I  apprehend,  resumed  their  usual  work. 

19.  To  various  trades,  hawkers,  hucksters,  butchers,  bread-sellers,  porters,  grooms,  Stc  Ac 

20.  Some  time  ago  a  few  emifcaled,  hut  i  have  not  heard  of  any  latlerly.  I  believe  the  feeli^  is 
rather  against  emigration,  owing  to  the  prompt  measures  taken  by  his  £xcdleacy  the  Governor,  la 
warning  the  labourers  against  imposition,  thereby  averting  an  evil  not  only  to  themselvea,  but  also  !• 
that  of  the  country. 

21.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  labouring  population  is  quite  ample  for  carrying  on  the  culture  of  the 
soil,  would  Uiey  willingly  apply  themselves  to  this  end ;  but  I  think  in  the  present  state  of  things  we 
could  not  spare  any  number  of  agricultural  labourers,  without  serious  disadvantage  to  the  island. 

d2.  Their  condition  is  eertaioly  not  good ;  a  great  uuyority  indulge  in  habits  of  idleness,  in  which  ihey 
are  supported  by  their  parents. 

23.  There  are  two  public  schools,  supported  partly  by  the  parish,  and  partly  from  funds  at  the  Lord 
Bishop's  disposal ;  as  well  as  private  schools ;  the  Attendance  both  at  the  schools  and  at  church  are 
fully  equal  to  the  accomtnodatioii. 

24.  The  proprietors  would  gladly  employ  the  children  on  the  estates,  and  pay  a  full  piice  for  their 
so'VKes  either  in  money  or  food ;  but  generally  the  parents  are  obstinately  averse  to  training  their 
children  to  agricnUural  Ubour. 

25.  The  labourers,  as  far  as  my  observation  extends  (and  I  have  been  particularly  mindful  on  this 
subject,  feeling  myself  involved  in  the  question),  do  appear  to  take  a  most  lively  interest  with  inference 
to  those  distinctions;  they  are  glad  (and  who  will  venture  to  deny  the ybc^)  to  witness  the  abrogation 
f)i  those  restraints  which  have  hitherto  marked  their  energies,  and  thwarted  the  enterprize  of  their  class. 
They  evince  but  one  uniform  dispositk>n,  that  is,  to  work  for  those  that  treat  them  beH ;  and  if  I  am  to 
speak  from  my  own  experience,  and  from  other  means  afforded  me  of  forming  an  opinion,  it  is  to  those 
classes  of  inhabitants  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  afford  them  pennanent  employment,  they  yiekl  a 
preference,  looking  only  to  their  immediate  interests,  without  reference  either  to  the  one  or  the  other* 

^  I  have  percei\'ed  no  such  desire  on  the  part  of  tlie  authorities  or  gentry  of  the  country. 

27.  The  labourers  are  fully  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  Assistant  Court  of  Appeal,  and  of  their 
right  to  apply  thereto.     I  never  fail  to  impresB  them  with  the  benefits  arising  from  that  tribunal. 

28.  The  present  judicial  system  is,  in  my  opinion,  far  more  conducive  to  the  welfare  and  happiness 
of  the  labouring  population  in  their  free  condition,  than  that  which  prevailed  during  the  time  of  ap- 
prenticeship. 

29.  No  sugar  having  been  made  since  this  question  was  last  answered,  I  think  I  may  fairly  presume 
to  state  the  same  quantity  as  last,  namely,  60  hogsheads,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  two  thousand  fiv6 
hundred  pounds  currency,  more  or  less.  ' 

30.  This  question  is  the  most  difficult  of  all  to  be  answered.  My  substitute  in  office  fonnd  by  re- 
turns made  to  him,  that  the  labourers  were  possessed  of  30  horses,  1,000  sheep,  250  goats,  250  horned 
cattle,  1,500  pigs,  and  5,000  head  of  poultry;  but  it  is  almost  impossible  to  ascertain  this  fact  with 
any  degree  of  accuracy;  I  must  therefore  adopt  his  answer,  and  agree  with  him  in  thinking  it  &r  short 
the  actual  quantity  possessed  by  the  labourers  of  this  district. 

31 .  There  is  less  com  and  ground  provisions  housed  at  this  time  than  was  at  the  same  penod  last 
year ;  but  there  is  more  planted  than  was  then,  yet  by  no  means  so  much  as  used  to  be  planted  for- 
merly ;  the  season  has  been  so  unfavourable,  I  cannot  hazard  an  opinion, 

32.  The  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  are  very  bad ;  the  general  state  of  cultivation  in  my  district 
is  admitted  to  be  very  good ;  the  season  has  been  most  unfavourable. 

33.  There  is  a  greatly  increased  demand  for  the  necessaries,  and  I  may  add  also,  for  some  of  the 
luxuries  of  life:  in  articles  of  dress,  particularly,  they  indulge  to  excess. 

34.  Savings'  Banks  might,  in  time,  benefit  the  labcmring  population  of  this  island;  bnt  nothing  of  this 
kind  being  in  operation  here,  and  there  being  no  particular  show  attached  to  such  institutions,  I  do 
not  think  the  labourers  would  so  readiiy  avail  themselves  of  this  means  of  funding  their  little  savings; 
however,  it  may  be  tried,  and  I  have  no  doubt  may  ultimately  prove  successful.  Of  Friendly  Soctetiea 
I  have  the  highest  opinion ;  they  are  already  partially  established  in  this  island,  and  we  have  daily 
proofs  of  the  well  working  of  these  instiiutious :  the  labourers  fully  understand  the  principle,  and 
readily  subscribe  to  them,  by  which  means  they  not  only  treasure  up  a  fund,  and  provide  against  want 
when  old  age  and  infirmity  overtake  them,  but  the  social  habits  of  the  members  of  these  useful  societies 
are  re<rulated,  and  their  moral  and  religious  characters  watched  over,  thereby  giving  a  tone  and  conse- 
quence to  this  class  of  inhabitants,  which  cannot  fail  to  raise  them  in  the  scale  of  importance,  and  nlU- 
mately  ensure  to  the  community  in  which  tliey  live  a  useful,  happy,  and  contented  peasantry,  and  good 
and  lawful  subjects  to  their  sovereign.  The  ministers  of  religion  are  the  fittest  persons  to  set  about  the 
formation  of  these  societies  in  their  several  districts. 

35.  When  vre  look  at  the  situation  of  the  peasantry  of  other  conntries,  and  contrast  the  situation  of 
the  labouring  classes  of  this  island,  no  one  will  question  the  superior  advantages  the  latter  possess  over 
the  former.  They  are  on  the  whole  a  happy  people,  and  have  it  in  their  power  of  rendering  themselves 
more  so  every  day. 

36.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  enactment  of  a  law  for  the  prevention  and  summary  punish- 
ment of  frauds,  which  are  daily  being  committed  on  the  labouring  population  and  others  by  petty 
tradespeople ;  also  an  act  to  regulate  and  settle  the  relations  between  masters  and  servants,  and  to 
afford  protection  to  the  labourers  from  sudden  and  abrupt  ejectment  from  their  cottages  and  land 
allotments. 

(Signed)  Thomas  J.  Cummings,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  4,— Parish  of  SL  John. 

1.  The  labourers  of  this  district  huve  been  generally  peaceable  as  a  body,  but  insolent  to  their  supe- 
riors ;  they  have  been  latterly  more  regular  and  orderly  at  their  labours. 
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4.  I MD  of  ofmioa  IImI  the  oounmii  iat«ett  ai  emp^cff^v  and  Imbourer  will  graduaily  t€iul,  in  the  al-       BARBADOS,: 
tared  condition  of  society,  to  ike  estabUahment  of  a  good  underatanding  between  those  dasees,  without 

external  intervention, 

5.  The  labourers  of  this  distTiot,  Air  the  laet  twelTe  months,  in  consequence  of  the  |»rice  of  food  having: 
ranmined  at  a  standard  beyond  the  price  it  bore  daring  the  apprentiooship,  and  inmediately  subse- 
quent, have  given  a  more  continQetts  labour  than  heretofore,  and  are  generally  working  wiUingiy,  In 
those  cases  of  exception  I  ascribe  it  to  a  defect  in  the  existing  system  of  tenancy. 

6.  The  working  hours  are  usually  from  sunrise  to  tea  o'clock,  and  from  eleven  to  four  in  the  af)er- 
noon. 

7.  Task  work  is  not  now  generally  adopted  in  this  distrkit,  the  system  having  been  in  most  instances 
abandoned,  in  consequence  of  the  negligent  performance  of  the  allotted  task  by  the  labourer. 

8.  The  ordinary  rate  of  wages  is  two  oits  per  day,  and  during  the  reaping  season,  or  when  an  extra 
portion  of  labour  is  recpiired  in  each  day>  the  increased  pay  is  estimated  at  that  ratio.  The  labourers 
aps  usually  paid  weekly  in  silver  coin. 

9.  Labourers  are  generally  supplied  with  lodging  and  a  small  spot  of  land  for  their  cultivatkm,  by 
the  estates  on  which  they  are  employed  ;  a  continuous  labour  of  five  days  per  week  is  usually  required, 
fbr  which  daily  labour  they  are  paid,  as  slated  in  the  foregoing  answer,  without  any  dedoctk>n  being 
nada  for  rent  of  house  or  land ;  but  in  cases  whei«  the  labourers  omit  to  give  the  five  days*  labour,  a 
practice  is  obtaining  of  deducting  from  their  wages  a  certain  quota  for  such  blank  days.  There  are 
aone  estates  on  which  a  larger  portion  of  land  is  allowed  the  labourers,  for  which  they  pay  a  stipulated 
labour  real. 

M.  This  qnestioo  ie  answered  by  the  foregoing. 

11.  Since  the  disallowaiice  of  the  late  island  Act  for  hiring  of  servants,  it  seems  to  be  mutually  un- 
deralood  that  the  relation  of  employer  and  labourer  exists  only  from  day  to  day. 

IS.  The  labourer  seems  to  have  an  aversk>n  to  all  contracts,  especialiy  written  contracts. 

IS.  The  labouring  population  are  litigiously  disposed  to  each  other,  and  disunited  in  their  interests. 

14.  The  disallowance  of  the  late  island  laws,  regulating  the  relations  between  master  and  servMit, 
and  providing  for  the  suppression  of  vagrancy,  has  very  much  increased  freedom  of  action  to  the  la- 
faourv,  but  has  hloewise  subjected  him  to  hasty  ejectments. 

15.  I  have  never  been  called  upon  to  investigate  complaints  on  account  of  the  undue  occupation  of 
honses  by  the  labourers ;  the  planters  having  generally  themselves  dislodged  such  occupants ;  and  the 
Inbiurers  themselves  are  iiow  fully  aware  of  the  absence  of  all  legal  claim  to  their  houses. 

The  system  of  ha.sty  ejectment  of  labourers  has  been  generally  abandoned  in  this  parish. 

16*  I  apprehend  that  althous^h  there  is  a  considerabie  diminution  in  the  number  of  kibourers  em- 
pkiyed  in  cane  cultivation,  there  has  been  rather  an  increase  of  that  class  during  the  last  twelve  months, 
who  are  more  or  less  employed  in  agriculture. 

17.  Many  labourers  have  returned  to  work  on  plantatkms  from  which  they  had  removed  on  the  Ist 
of  August,  1836.  I  consider  the  labourers  are  very  much  attached  to  phntations  on  which  they  have 
been  brought  up. 

18.  I  apprehend  that  those  persons  who  have  abandoned  agricultural  labour  have  usually  b^aken 
themselves  to  the  town  and  its  environs,  where  they  are  employed  in  all  sorts  of  irregular  work. 

19.  Ther^  seeau  no  desire  on  the  part  of  the  labourers  to  emigrate  at  present ;  I  know  of  no  instance 
in  my  district. 

20.  I  do  not  consider  that  there  is  any  surplus  of  population  in  this  island,  and  I  think  that  emigra- 
tion would  be  attended  with  injury,  inasmuch  as  this  colony  is  so  constituted  as  to  preclude  the  use  of 
machifiery  to  any  greet  extent. 

51.  The  children  of  the  labouring  population  are  needy  in  a  state  oi^  idleness ;  from  tlie  inadequate 
intelligettce  existing  amongst  the  labouring  popttlation,  they  have  subjected  their  children  to  most  per- 
nicious habits  of  life,  and  from  their  mistaken  ideas  of  improvement,  insist  on  their  entire  emancipation 
from  plantation  field  work ;  they  place  them  at  the  various  private  schools  which  have  obtained  since 
the  abolition  of  apprentioeship,  where  the  imperfect  systetn  of  diacipUoe  leaves  the  child  without  suffi- 
cient restraint  and  employment  for  the  greater  portion  of  the  day ;  and  he  is,  consequently,  growing  i^ 
in  habits  of  vagrancy,  and  imbibing  the  erreneDus  klea  that  field  labour  is  derogatory  to  the  improved 
condition  of  tl^  Barbados  peasant.  Those  children  who  have  arrived  beyond  the  age  of  in^ncy  are 
generally  well  clothed  and  fed  by  their  parents ;  they  are  generally  unprovided  with  regular  vedieal 
attendance.  Many  instances  have  c6me  under  ray  notioe  where  infonts  have  been  grossly  neglected 
by  their  mothers. 

52,  There  are  two  good  parochial  schools,  besides  a  well-conducted  school  in  the  Codrington  Trust 
estates,  where  the  children  of  labourers  are  indiscriminately  admittted  at  a  trifiing  cost;  and  a  parish 
church  and  two  chapels  open  for  the  religious  instruction  ef  all  chisses.  The  attendance  at  church  is 
not  equal  to  the  accommodation  afforded. 

23.  Children  are  very  rarely  employed  on  the  estates  where  they  are  located  with  their  parents,  which 
is  solely  to  be  attributed  to  a  great  disinclination  on  the  part  of  the  parents  to  train  their  children  to 
agricultural  pursuits. 

24.  I  believe  they  do  take  a  lively  interest  in  the  complexional  distinctions  between  the  several 
daases  of  the  inhabitants  in  certain  respects. 

25.  Amongst  the  lowest  class  of  planters  there  may  have  been  an  interference,  arising  from  miaoon* 
ceptien  and  ignorance. 

26.  The  labouring  population  are  folly  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  Assistant  Court  of  Appeal. 

27.  I  consider  the  present  judicial  system,  as  obtaining  since  the  creation  of  the  Assistant  Court  of 
Appeal,  as  omnpared  to  that  existing  under  the  special  magistrates,  as  most  conducive  to  the  labouring 
population. 

28.  The  prospect  of  the  ensuing  crop  is  bad,  the  general  state  of  cultivation  is  excellent.  The  late 
seasons  have  been  most  unfavourable,  and  owing  to  the  great  want  of  rain,  the  ensuing  sugar  crop  has 
been  materially  injured. 

29.  1  am  of  opinion  that  at  the  ps^sent  time  there  is  a  greatly  increased  demand  for  the  luxuries  of 
lifo,  such  as  wines,  articles  of  dress,  &c.  amongst  the  labouring  population. 

80.  I  am  of  qNuion  that  Savings'  Banks  would  be  highly  beneficial  to  the  labouring  classes ;  but  I 
think  that  they  would  not  be  contributed  to  by  the  labourers  at  present,  their  improvident  habits,  aa 
acquired  during  slavery  and  apprenticeship,  being  the  cause. 

31 .  Comparing  their  situation  with  that  of  the  laboinring  classes  of  other  portions  of  the  British  do* 
minions,  I  do  consider  the  labourers  of  Barbados  the  most  prosperous  peasantry  as  at  present  circum- 
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BARBADOS.      stanced.  But  the  vague  notions  they  entertain  of  their  yet  ill-defined  interests,  the  erroneona  inapressidns 

which  encumber  the  well  working  of  the  present  system,  together  with  the  ImtnoraKtv  of  the  Kves  of 

labourers,  render  them  a  discontented  and  an  unsettled  peasantry. 

32.  I  have  to  suggest  that  the  law  providing  constables'  fees,  especially  fees  for  conVimtmefit 
of  prisoners,  is  defective  as  at  present  constituted.  The  constable  does  not  obtain  payment  of  the 
fees  on  commitment  of  prisoners,  which  Is  the  most  arduous  of  his  duties. 

(Signed)  Hbnrt  Pilortv,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  ^,— Parish  of  ChriU  Church. 

1.  The  labourers  in  this  district  are  in  general  well  disposed,  and  a  very  gratifying  improvement 
has  lately  taken  pluce  in  the  conduct  of  those  who  a  short  time  since  were  indulging  in  habits  of  idle- 
ness, alike  injurious  to  themselves  and  their  employers. 

2.  Of  petty  thefts,  and  breaches  of  the  peace. 

3.  There  is  no  want  of  good  feeling  between  the  labourers  and  their  employers. 

4.  The  good  understanding  which  now  prevails  between  employers  and  labourers,  will,  f  have  no 
doubt,  continue  to  exist,  as  both  parties  seem  to  be  aware  that  their  common  interest  require  it;  and  I 
am  of  opinion,  that  it  will  be  best  preserved  by  their  keeping  in  view,  and  acting  up  to  the  obliga- 
tions they  mutually  owe  to  each  other.  Speculations  as  to  any  supposed  advantage  to  be  derived 
irom  *^  external  intervention,'*  cannot  be  too  much  deprecated,  as  such  a  proceeding  would  assuredly 
prove  injurious  to  both  classes. 

5.  Generally  speaking,  the  labourers  willingly  undertake  work,  but  it  cannot  be  said  that  they 
give  full  scope  to  their  physical  powers.  I  feel  myself  warranted  in  this  remark,  from  the  circum- 
stance of  Uiere  being  less  land  uuder  cultivation  now  than  during  the  apprenticeship  and  the  existence 
of  slavery. 

6.  The  working  hours  are  generally  from  6  to  10,  and  from  11  to  4  o'clock. 

7.  Task  work  is  not  much  resorted  to.  Proprietors  object  to  it,  from  the  careless  manner  io 
which  the  labourers  perform  it. 

8.  The  general  rate  of  wages  is  two  bits  per  day  for  first-class  labourers,  the  other  classes  in 
proportion.  During  the  crop,  cane-cutters  are  paid  a  quarter  dollar  per  day,  and  the  manu&cturers 
three  bits. 

9.  Labourers  domiciled  on  properties  are  supplied  with  good  houses,  and  generally  with  a  spot  of 
land  (about  a  quarter  of  an  acre),  as  a  garden,  free  of  rent. 

10.  The  general  understanding  between  the  labourers  and  their  employers  for  the  privilege  of  enjoy- 
ing the  house  and  land  given  to  the  former,  is,  that  for  the  wages  agreed  on,  they  will  work  on  the 
property  of  their  employers  when  required.  If  they  give  their  services  to  other  properties,  against  the 
will  of  their  employers,  they  are  then  charged  rent,  at  the  rate  of  one  bit  per  day,  for  each  day  spent  in 
the  service  of  strangers. 

11.  No  contracts  of  service  have  ever  been  lodged  in  my  office,  nor  am  I  aware  that  any  have 
been  entered  into  between  labourers  and  employers,  the  general  practice  in  use  leaving  each  party  firee 
to  act  as  he  may  think  fit. 

12.  The  labourers  are  opposed  to  written  agreements. 

13.  The  labourers  as  a  body  are  kindly  disposed  to  each  other. 

14.  The  labouring  population  has  not,  in  my  opinion,  l)een  relieved  in  any  way  by  the  dis- 
allowance of  the  contract  and  vagrant  acts ;  as  the  former,  whilst  it  was  in  force,  secured  them  for  a 
fixed  period  their  houses  and  lands,  and  the  latter  protected  them  against  the  aggressions  of  idle  and 
worthless  characters. 

15.  I  have  not. 

16.  There  has  not  been  any  very  great  diminution  of  late  in  the  number  of  agricultural  laboorers  in 
this  parish. 

17.  The  labourers  have  in  many  cases  returned  to  the  properties  from  which  they  removed  on  the 
1st  of  August,  as  they  are  generally  much  attached  to  the  places  on  which  they  were  bora  and 
brought  up. 

18.  The  labourers  who  have  returned  have  cheerfiilly  resumed  work  on  the  properties  which  they 
quitted  after  the  1st  of  August,  1S38. 

19.  The  labourers  who  have  withdrawn  from  agricultural  work  have  betaken  themselves  to  do- 
mestic service,  trades,  and  huckstering. 

20.  I  should  think  that  the  labourers  have  no  desire  to  emigrate,  as  I  have  only  been  required  to 
grant  one  certificate  for  that  purpose. 

21.  I  do  not  think  we  can  spare  any  labourers  for  emigration  to  other  colonies.  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  the  labourers  are  beginning  to  feel  the  necessity  of  rearing  up  their  children  in  habite  of  industry, 
and  that  their  aversion  to  agricultural  pursuits  is  not  now  so  great  as  it  was  some  months  past. 

23.  In  this  parish  there  are  a  church,  four  chapels,  and  another  in  course  of  erection,  and  seven 
public  schools  in  operation.  The  accommodation  they  afford  is  much  greater  than  the  attendance  of 
persons  at  them. 

24.  Referring  to  answer  22,  I  am  enabled  to  say  that  the  children  are  readily  employed  for  hire 
where  the  parents  consent  to  it. 

25.  The  labourers  seem  to  take  a  decided  interest  in  the  compleiional  distinctions  between  the 
white,  coloured,  and  black  inhabitants,  and  to  lean  with  greater  confidence  on  the  good  will  of  the 
whites. 

26.  The  value  of  fireedom  is  so  well  known  and  felt,  and  iu  rights  so  justly  appreciated,  that  no 
one  would  have  the  folly  to  attempt  an  interference,  with  the  view  to  proloug  slavery. 
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lepfy  oo  the  sutjrct  from  ibis  office,  the  proprietors  and  overseers  of  estates  were  aj^lied  to  for       BARBADOS* 
returns,  and  only  tbirty^six  properties  out  of  ninety  fnrnislied  them.  " 

81.  I  have  no  reason  to  apprehend  a  scarcity  of  food,  allhongh  from  the  drougrht  wliich  prevailed 
tluroQgliOQtthis  partsb  during  the  last  month,  there  will  be  a  fullincr-off  in  the  com  and  provision  crop. 

dS.  The  sugar  crop  will  be  very  short  in  this  parish,  owing  to  the  unfavourable  seasons  of  the  last 
year;  and  from  the  same  cause,  the  general  state  of  cultivation  is  rather  discon  raging. 

33.  The  demand  for  the  luxuries  of  life  has  greatly  increased  amongst  the  labouring  population 
since  the  abolition  of  apprenticeship. 

34.  Savings*  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies  cannot  fail  to  advance  the  labouring  population,  and 
improve  their  morals  and  habits  of  industry.  Friendly  Societies  are  already  established  to  some 
extent,  and  are  found  to  be  very  beneficial  in  their  operations  ;  and  as  they  are  readily  contributed  to 
by  the  labouring  classes,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  15avings*  Banks,  when  established,  would  receive  their 
zealous  support,  as  the  best  means  of  improving  their  surplus  earnings. 

35.  The  peasantry  of  Barbados  may  make  themselves  the  happiest  peasantry  in  the  world,  as  they 
are  well  provided  for  in  everything  essential  to  their  comfort. 

36.  The  enactments  of  laws,  for  affording  summary  relief  to  the  labouring  population,  particularly 
in  reference  to  minor  trespasses,  distraint  to  facilitate  the  recovery  of  possession  of  tenements  after 
due  determination  of  the  tenancy,  when  the  rent  does  not  exceed  a  limited  sum  (say  fifteen  or  twenty 
pounds  per  annum),  is  much  desired. 

(Signed)  Joseph  P.  Evelyn,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  6,— Parish  of  Si.  Peter. 

1.  The  conduct  of  the  labouring  population  in  this  parish  fs  quiet  and  ofderly. 

2.  The  majority  of  cases  brougtit  before  me  are  for  disorderly  conduct  in  the  town ;  some  cases  for 
petty  theft,  and  a  few  for  assault  and  battery  among  the  labouring  population. 

3.  The  employers  manifest  every  disposition  to  conciliate  the  laoourers,  between  whom  the  best 
feeling  at  present  exi.sts. 

4.  Practical  observations  has  fully  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion,  that  any  attempt  to  interrupt  the 
present  course  of  things  by  external  intervention,  most  be  productive  of  evil. 

5.  The  labourers  in  this  diitrict  are  regular  and  wtllfng  in  the  performance  of  their  work. 

6.  From  6  to  9,  and  from  10  to  4. 

7.  Task  or  job  work  is  generally  resorted  to  when  practicable.  The  labourers  seem  to  prefer  this. 
mode  of  working,  and  the  planter  is  not  opposed  to  it,  except  when  the  l-ihotirer  is  employed  in 
weeding  young  plants.    This  seems  to  be  an  exception  to  the  general  rule  in  Barbados. 

S.  The  rate  of  wages  seems  to  be  f^xed  at  two  bits  per  day. 

9.  The  general  rale  in  this  parish  is  to  provide  the  labourer  with  a  house,  to  which  is  added  a  spot 
of  land,  varying  from  one^quarter  to  one-eighth  of  an  acre.  The  labourers  pay  no  rent,  but  are 
subject  to  a  tax  whenever  they  absent  themselves  from  their  work. 

10.  The  occupation  of  their  house  and  land  form  no  part  of  their  wages :  they  are  considered  as 
tenants  at  will. 

11.  Nothing  beyond  daily  engagements  exist  in  this  parish,  nor  do  the  labourers  seem  disposed  to 
enter  into  any  contract,  written  or  verbal. 

12.  No  contracts  either  written  or  verbal  exist  in  this  parish. 

13.  I  am  very  seldom  called  upon  to  settle  disputes  among  the  labourtne  population. 

14.  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  contract  act  would  be  beneficial  to  the  labouring  population  ;  but  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  that  they  will  be  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  its  advantages. 

15.  Applications  to  eject  labourers  are  now  rare.  The  employers  are  perfectly  aware  of  the  value 
of  a  good  labourer,  and  I  have  latterly  remarked  that  ejectments  are  only  resorted  to  in  extreme  cases, 
where  the  conduct  of  the  labourer  has  been  such  as  to  render  any  compromise  injudicious. 

16.  Immediately  after  the  first  of  August,  lSd8,  a  great  many  of  the  agricultural  labourers  quitted 
their  locations,  and  sought  e^nployment  as  domestics,  &c.  &c. 

17.  Many  labourers  who  quitted  to  seek  other  than  agricultural  labour  have  returned  to  their  former 
domiciles  ;  and  I  am  induciKl  to  believe  that  they  have  been  incited  to  do  so  by  a  strong  feeling  of 
attachment  to  the  place  of  their  birth. 

18.  Many  of  the  labourers  who  quitted  since  the  first  of  August  have  returned  and  resumed 
labour. 

19.  The  majority  of  labourers  who  have  quitted  agricultural  labour  are  now  seeking  employment  as 
porters,  &c.  about  the  town. 

20.  There  is  evidently  a  disinclination  on  the  part  of  the  labourers  to  emigrate. 
21.1  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  there  is  a  surplus  quantity  of  labourers. 

22.  The  children  appear  to  me  to  be  at  preMent  healthy  and  thriving,  and  are  supported  by  the 
industry  of  the  parents. 

23.  We  have  four  schools  under  the  direction  of  the  established  church,  supported  by  parochial 
finds,  and  a  grant  from  the  Lord  Bishop ;  several  schools  conducted  by  private  individuals,  besides  an 
extensive  one  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Wesleyan  Society,  all  numerously  attended.  The 
Parish  Church  and  Wesleyan  Chapel  are  in  Speights'  Town ;  the  attendance  at  the  church  is  not  equal 
to  the  accommodation. 

24.  The  planter  is  always  ready  to  engage  the  service  of  the  children  in  agricultural  labour,  suited 
to  their  bodily  strength  and  capacity.  A  great  disinclination  exists  on  the  part  of  the  parents  to  train 
their  children  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

25.  I  am  not  aware  that  the  late  slave  population  take  any  interest  in  complexional  distinctions, 
nothing  has  ever  occurred  before  me  to  justify  such  a  conclusion. 

26.  I  believe  that  the  authorities  and  gentry  would  gladly  encourage  any  advance  to  the  true  and 
just  exercise  of  the  rights  of  freedom ;  and  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  a  single  individual  who  desires 
a  recurrence  to  the  past  existing  state  of  bondage, 

27.  All  classes  of  persons  seem  perfectly  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  Assistant  Court  of  Appeal, 
and  avail  themselves  of  its  ready  access  whenever  it  suits  their  will  or  convenience. 

28.  My  opinion  is  that  the  present  judicial  system  is  far  preferable  to  any  that  has  preceded  it ;  all 
classes  seem  to  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  newly  constituted  Court. 

K 
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&AR&AIK)8*  39  and  30.  Tn  my  answers  to  these  questione  in  my  last  report^  I  detailed  the  quantity  of  tugfar,. 

number  of  horses,  horned  cattle,  'sheep,  goats,  and  pigs,  and  I  am  not  disposed  to  think  that  th%, 
quantity  of  stock  has  diminished  since  that  period. 

31 .  The  continued  drought  has  caused  a  total  failure  in  the  yam  crop,  and  preronted  the  planting 
the  usual  quantity  of  potatoes  ;  the  consequence  will  be,  I  am  afraid,  a  great  scarcity  of  food  duthig 
the  early  part  of  this  year. 

32.  Three  months  ago  there  was  a  prospect  of  an  aTerage  orop ;  but  the  continued  drought  has 
completely  blighted  that  prospect. 

33.  There  is  a  strong  inclination  on  the  part  of  the  labourers  to  indulge  in  luxuries. 

34.  In  the  absence  of  a  poor  law^  I  am  of  opinion  that  Savings'  Banks  and  Friendly  Sooietiea  willJ 
become  indispensably  necessary  ;  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  at  this  time  that  the  labourers  would. 
be  disposed  to  support  the  one  or  other;  whenever  these  Institutions  are  to  ha  establisbedy  I  reoom- 
mend  that  it  be  done  through  the  agency  of  the  clergy. 

36.  I  consider  the  labouring  population  in  this  country  as  happy  as  any  peasantry  in  the  world ; 
and  I  am  confident,  from  my  own  observations*  that  they  think  so  themselves^  and  if  Wil  to  the 
exercise  of  their  own  judgment,  uninfluenced  by  those  who  have  no  direct  interest  in  the  soeceseful 
working  of  the  free  systen»,  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  a  short  time  all  classes  of  persons  will  jnstly 
appreciate  the  blessings  which  freedom  has  conferred. 

36.  In  my  last  report  I  recommended  some  provision  being  made  for  the  destitute  poor ;  some 
legislative  enactment  regulating  the  porters,  boatmen,  &c.,  &c.,  of  this  town,  and  a  modification  of  the 
building  ordinance,  which  I  beg  most  respectfully  to  call  his  Excellency's  attention  to. 

(Signed)  John  T.  Corbin,  Police  Magistrate. 

No.  7.— Parish  of  St.  Thomas. 

I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  I  do  not  see  any  reason  to  alter  my  report  from  No.  1  to  23,  in  the 
second  series,  to  which  number  I  beg  respectfully  to  add,  that  on  the  26th  ultimo,  the  Lord  Bishop 
consecrated  in  the  east  part  of  this  parish,  near  Asliford's  estate,  an  entire  new  Chapel,  called  the 
Holy  Innocents,  which  is  calculated  to  accommodate  about  700  persons,,  and  L  can  now  say  that  the 
accommodation  is  equal  to  the  attendance. 

The  erection  of  this  additional  place  of  worship  reflects  the  gneateat  credit  on  the  vestry  and 
parishioners  in  general ;  and,  together  with  a  grant  from  the  Parent  Society  in  England,  bae  ooat 
about  2,0001.  currency.  While  on  this  subject,  permit  me  to  say,  that  I  cannot  speak  in  terms  too 
high  of  our  worthy  and  indefatigable  rector,  the  Rev.  W.  H.  B.  Bovell,  whose  well-eamod  influence 
in  the  parish,  assists  me  materially  in  promoting  the  peace  and  contentment  of  the  labouring  popula- 
tion ;  and  it  is  indeed  highly  gratifying  to  observe  the  interest  he  takes  in  the  formation  of  trieodly 
societies. 

In  January  1839,  the  number  in  the  female  society  was  177,  and  in  the  male,  126,  making*  a  total 
of  303 ;  and  on  this  day  (January  4th),  the  female  society  consists  of  330,  and  the  male  3.40,  making 
a  total  of  570,  and  showing  an  increase  of  153  females,  and  114  males. 

On  the  last  anniversary,  in  the  past  month,  the  Lord  Bishop,  the  Archdeacon,  and  many  of  the 
Clergy  honoured  the  society  with  their  presence,  and  attended  Divine  Servioe. 

From  No.  23  to  32, 1  have  little  to  add,  but  that  the  whole  of  the  latter  part  of  1839  has  been 
exceedingly  unfavourable  to  agriculture,  and  am  very  sorry  to  say,  that  there  will  be,  in  consequence*  a 
serious  failing-off  in  the  sugar  crop. 

To  No.  34  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  my  addition  to  No.  23  of  my  present  commnnieation. 

To  No.  35,  in  addition  to  what  I  before  stated,  I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  to  my  oertaiu  knowledge 
the  peasantry  of  Barbados  are  a  happier  people  than  those  of  England,  Ireland,  Spain,  and  Portugal, 
and  are  much  to  be  envied  by  the  peasantry  of  other  countries. 

(Signed)  J.  Carew,  Police  Magistrate. 

No.  8. — Parish  of  SL  Joseph. 

1.  As  regards  more  regular  working,  and  mare  industrious  habits,  a  very  decided  improvement  b 
going  on. 

2.  While  assaults  and  batteries  have  greatly  subsided,  and  petty  debts  are  fast  disappearing,  I 
grieve  to  say,  that  larcenies  have  greatly  increased,  as  my  regular  *^ Fortnight  Returns''  mustatiesL 

3  and  4.  Vide  Ist  series. 

5.  With  daily  increasing  willingness  and  regularity. 

6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11, 12, 13, 14,  and  15.  Vide  1st  seriee. 

16.  My  reply  in  the  1st  series  states  a  '*  very  great  diminution,"  but  I  think  thatUna  evil  is  gradually 
redressing  itself  by  the  return  of  inferior  mechanks  to  the  field  labour,  and  by  the  readiness  of  the 
labourers  generally  to  undertake  Saturday's  work  fw  fair  wages* 

17,  18,  19,  and  20.  Vide  1st  series. 

21.  My  reply  to  this  does  not  materially,  if  at  all,  differ  from  that  of  1st  series;,  but  I  regret  to 
add  that  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  parish,  and  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  in  several  others,  a  con- 
siderable and  undue  murtdity  among  children,  and  especially  younger  onesi  has  occurred,  which  no 
reigning  epidemic  has  occasioned. 

22,  23«  24,  25,  26,  and  27.  Vide  1st  series. 

28.  Not  quite  so  bad  in  this  district  as  in  most  others,  though  bad  in  the  best.  The  seneon  has 
been  deplorable,  from  want  of  rain. 

29,  30, 3i»  and  32*  Vide  lat  teries. 

(Signed)  W.  S.  Austin,  Police  Magistmte^ 


No.  9.— ForwA  of  SL  Lucy. 
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iUfPllSS  OF  BMIIADOS.  n 

A.  I  Wmn  the  h^emt  and  good  Miiatg  .of  employarB  *nd  labonrm  iw#iild  be  «0(«Utthed»  if  tkem       BAXmUbm. 
I  no  Bstenml  intenreiiiioiia.  ***^ 

5.  They  do  perform  their  work  with  much  more  mUiagaeM  of  late.  Formerly  they  did  not  under* 
stand  their  position,  and  thought  by  the  word  ''Freedom/'  .they  were  io  have  com&rta  wi^out 
i«d«8try. 

6.  Nine  hours  a  day  out  of  ovop  time,  performed  when  most  oonvenient  to  the  laboufeis  ;  aad  in 
crop  time,  extra  payment  for  work  done  at  any  time  beyond  the  nine  hours. 

7.  Task  work  is  now  generally  preferred  by  employers  and  labourere, 

6.  Two  bits  per  day,  and  tn  crop  iiiae  half  bit  per  hqgshead  to  all  emf^oyed  about  mill  and 
boiling  house,  as  an  equivalent  for  time  spent  beyond  nine  hours  in  the.mannfiiftUtig  of  sugar. 

9.  The  labourers  are  generally  supplied  with  lodgings,  and  tbe  great  majority  of  them,  have  com* 
forlafale  honeca  graiuitaosly ;  th^  hare  also  onimost  estates  a  quarter  of  an  jhcre  of  limd  etch,  and  no 
charge  made  for  it. 

10.  When  the  labourers  bestow  their  labour  on  other  estates  than  those  on  which  the^  have  houses 
or  land,  they  are  generally  charged  from  half  a  bit  to  a  bit  for  aach  day's  absence,  but  not  otherwise. 

11.  No oontoacts  for  work  have  ever  been  made.  In  giviagtask  work,  the  employers  and  lahaiUN 
ers  are  generally  guided  by  the  ^* scale  of  kboar  "  established  at  the  commencement  of  the  aj^ipmh? 
iioeehip. 

18.  They  have  an  objection  to  being  restrained  by  any  agreements,  whether  verbal  or  writlen. 

13.  Very  Htigiously  disposed. 

14.  The  disalloevance  of  the  late  island  laws,  regulating  the  relations  between  masters  and  ser- 
vants, and  providing  for  the  suppression  of  vagrancy,  has,  I  feel  assured,  been  equally  injurious  to 
both  parties. 

15.  I  have  only  been  called  on  to  investig^e  one  complaint  of  this  nature,  in  which  the  labourer 
was  decidedly  in  fauH. 

16.  A  very  great  diminution  did  take  place  for  a  long  time,  but  latterly  they  have  in  a  great  mea* 
sure  resumed  their  agricultural  occupation ;  this,  I  think,  has  been  occasioned  by  the  unfavounble 
weather,  and  consequent  scarcity  of  provisions. 

17.  A  great  many  have  latterly  returned  and  settled  themselves  quietly.  The  labourers  geaerallyi 
now,  show  a  great  attachment  to  the  properties  on  which  they  have  been  bom  and  brought  up. 

18.  They  have  mostly  returned,  and  I  believe  would  never  have  quitted,  but  for  the  in&uence  of 
Mae  advisers. 

19.  Hawking  and  pedlkig,  and  infesting  the  towns,  passing  themselves  off  as  domesties. 
30.  None  to  my  knowkdge. 

21.  I  am  of  opinion  that  agricuUnral  labourers  cannot  be  spared. 

22.  Their  condition  is  good,  sad  they  are  supported  by  their  parents,  but  mostly  out  of  the  means 
of  the  estates  on  which  they  live. 

23.  The  parish  only  provides  one  large  school  room.  There  are  numerous  private  sohook  where 
education  can  be  had  very  cheaply.  The  attendance  at  church,  and  in  the  schools,  is  equal  to  the 
accommodation. 

24.  Very  few  oapcd>le  of  doing  anythii^  are  allowed  by  their iparents  to  remain  on  any  estates  in 
the  day  time.  The  parents  hwre  a  decided  objection  to  training  them  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
they  are  generally  apprenticed  to  trades,  going  to  sehooU  or  wasting  their  time  in  idleness. 

25.  None. 

26.  None. 

27.  They  are  fully ;  for  I  remnd  them  of  it  in  my  office  every  week. 

28.  Happier  under  this  tribunal,  being  less  restrnmed  than  during  the  appmntkeship. 

29.  On  all  estates  of  any  size,  they  made  seveoal  barrels  of  sugar  the  hist  crop ;  the  exact  quan- 
tity I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain. 

30.  On  all  estates  they  keep  pigs,  sheep,  goats,  and  poultry  to  a  great  extent,  and  on  some  they 
have  homed  cattle. 

81.  Ground  provisions,  com,  &c.,  have  been  planted  largely  of  late,  but  owing  to  the  unfavourable 
weather,  they  have  mostly  failed ;  consequently,  I  fear  as  great  a  scarcity  of  them  as  has  yet  been 
felt,  and  should  anything  occur  to  interrupt  the  regular  importation  of  foreign  supplies^  I  feel  assured 
there  would  be  a  famine  in  the  land  in  a  very  short  time. 

82.  The  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  are  very  bad ;  the  preparation  land  is  rather  more  forward 
on  most  estates  than  at  this  season  last  year. 

83.  I  am  aware  that  there  has  been,  since  the  abolition  of  apprenticeship,  a  greatly  increased 
demand  for  the  luxuries  of  life,  such  as  wine,  finery  in  dress,  Ac 

34.  I  do  not  think  that  Savings'  Banks  or  Friendly  Societies  would  be  contributed  to  by  the 
labourers,  as  I  believe  they  spend  their  money  as  ^Mt  as  earned. 

35.  In  comparing  their  situation  with  what  I  have  observed  of  the  peasantry  of  JSngland,  and 
more  particularly  of  Ireland,  I  conceive  them  a  v«ry  happy  peasantry  as  at  peesent  eircuoMtanced* 

86.  I  conceive  that  a  contract,  trespass,  and  vagrant  act,  heiag  in  foroe  immediately,  would  be 
Tery  beneficial  to  the  community  in  geneiaL 

(Signed)  A.  H.  Moaaia,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  10.— PamA  of  St.  Andrew. 

The  information  reqiwsted  from  roe,  relative  to  tbe  questions  I  last  had  the  honour  of  receiving,  I 
would  have  given  several  days  ago,  but  I  am  sorry  that  I  cannot  put  my  hand  upon  them  in  looking 
over  my  official  papers.  They  must  have  been  either  misplaced  or  lost  in  removing  from  St.  Andrew's. 
As  my  reply  to  ali  of  them  is  now  the  »ame,  I  request  the  indulgence  of  this  information  being 
accepted  in  the  room  of  that  more  official,  which  I  should  have  had  the  honour  of  sending.  I  beg  to 
repeat  my  very  sincere  regret  at  this  circumstance. 

(Signed)  Nathaniel  Roach,  Police  Magistrate. 

No.  II.— Parish  of  SL  Michael^  Bridgetown. 

1.  Generally  speaking,  qniet  and  orderly,  with  few  exceptions,  but  much  inclined  to  idleness. 

2.  Of  petty  thefte,  assaults,  and  batteries. 

3.  There  is  a  general  distrust  of  their  employers,  attributable  in  a  great  degree  to  the  inflammatory 
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n  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

BARtBADUS.  ^^^  hijrhly  injudicious  remarks  of  two  island  journals,  which  the  labouiers  are  tauf hi  to  brieve 
favourable  to  them ;  but  since  this  answer  to  the  question  last  year,  we  believe  that  feeling  is  being 
dissipated.  The  labourer  is  beginning  to  understand  his  true  interest,  and  one  of  these  obnoxious 
papers  has  sunk  into  merited  oblivion. 

4.  We  should  sincerely  deprecate  any  external  intervention,  as  we  conceive,  if  led  to  itself^the 
common  interest  will  produce  a  general  good  understanding  between  parties  so  connected  as  labourer 
and  employer. 

5.  We  should  say  rather  unwillingly,  from  a  habit  of  idleness  and  a  feelin$^  engendered  by  their 
newly-acquired  freedom.  The  labourer  is  a  creature  of  impulae>  his  wants  are  few,  and  he  will  spend 
in  idleness  one  week  the  money  he  acquires  the  other. 

6.  From  7  to  10,  and  from  11  to  4. 

7.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  task  work  accomplished  in  this  parish,  but  when  objections  are  made 
they  are  generally  on  the  part  of  the  labourer,  who  is  not  frequently  inclined  to  perform  any  stated 
quantity  of  work. 

8.  Two  bits  jper  diem,  and  an  increase  of  about  one-third  more  during  the  manufacturing  of  sugar, 
when  they  are  frequently  employed  beyond  the  usual  time,  as  stated  in  answer  to  the  6th  query ;  in  all 
such  cases  liberal  payment  and  allowances  are  made  for  the  extra  time. 

9.  They  are  so,  as  long  as  they  continue  to  work  on  the  estates  on  which  they  are  located,  and  that 
gratis :  in  some  cases  an  extra  portion  of  land  is  hired  them^  at  the  rate  of  from  seven  to  ten  pounds 
per  acre. 

10.  The  occupation  of  the  house,  and  privilege  of  planting  and  reaping  the  fruits  of  the  land,  is 
generally  held  out  to  them  as  a  bonus  for  continued  labour  five  days  in  the  week  on  their  location,  but 
it  usually  forms  no  part  of  the  payment  of  their  daily  labour. 

11.  The  labourer  is  entirely  averse  to  written  agreements,  and  seldom  or  never  makes  any ;  he 
usually  engages  verbally,  but  for  no  specified  time,  and  can  quit  whenever  he  pleases  ;  of  course  no 
records  have  been  lodged  in  our  office. 

12.  Answered  by  the  preceding. 

13.  They  have  but  little  confidence  in  each  other,  and  are  most litigiously  inclined;  they  fly  to  law 
to  remedy  fancied  as  well  as  real  grievances. 

14.  We  conceive  the  disallowance  of  these  laws  has  had  a  very  pernicious  tendency,  particularly 
towards  the  labouring  population,  who  leave  their  comfortable  homes  from  whim,  caprice,  or  the  most 
trifling  occasions,  and  fly  to  this  town  in  search  of  preferment,  which  they  cannot  obtain  ;  are  frequently 
(particularly  the  juvenile),  placed  in  great  distress,  and  become  the  prey  of  greedy  speculators,  who 
induce  them  to  emigrate,  under  specious  promises  of  increased  wages  and  more  comfortable  iiabitation. 

15.  Very  rarely;  and  iu  a  few  cases  we  have  generally  induced  an  amicable  arrangement.  In  a 
few  instances  the  labourer  seemed  to  think  he  had  a  right  to  his  domicile,  although  refusinn^  to  work 
on  the  plantation  he  is  located  ;  that  idea  has  not  entirely  subsided,  but  speaking  generally  there  have 
been  faults  on  both  sides. 

16.  In  reply  to  this  question  last  year  we  answered  in  the  negative,  but  such  hopes  are  now  falsely 
(we  believe)  held  out  to  the  labourer,  by  well  paid  and  interested  speculators  and  agents,  and  he  is  so 
assured  that  he  will  better  his  condition,  that  we  are  afraid  a  sensible  diminution  is  taking  place. 

17.  In  many  instances  they  have  returned  to  the  properties  they  removed  from.  Ijt  is  only  the 
aged  and  infirm,  and  fathers  and  mothers  of  large  families,  who  seem  attached  to  the  soil  they  have 
been  bom  and  bred  on. 

18.  It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  exact  number ;  but  very  many  have  done  so. 

19.  Huckstering  and  petty  trading,  and  as  porters,  and  employment  on  board  of  ships  in 
stowing  away  sugars,  &c.,  &c.,  where  they  get  ample  payment. 

20.  The  labourer  of  this  country  is  fond  of  change,  and  open  to  the  delusive  promises  of  in- 
terested agents.  Hitherto  a  few  of  the  unwary  and  most  dissolute  have  left  the  country;  but  generally 
speaking  we  do  not  think  there  is  any  great  desire  on  the  part  of  the  labourers  to  emigrate,  although 
emigration  is  considerably  more  in  fashion  than  last  year. 

21.  We  do  not  think  any  portion  of  our  agricultural  labourers  could  be  spared  from  the  island 
generally ;  there  is  certainly  a  redundant  population  in  Bridgetown,  many  of  whom  could  be  well 
spared. 

22.  Very  bad  indeed;  their  parents  usually  supply  their  wants,  and  bring  them  up  in  idleness 
and  bad  habits ;  a  great  increase  in  the  number  of  juvenile  offenders  has  taken  place  since  last  year. 

23.  There  are  six  chapels  or  licensed  places  for  public  worship  in  this  parish ;  besides  St.  Mi* 
chaePs  Cathedral.  They  altogether  will  contain  about  6,000  persons ;  they  are  scarcely  or  ever  full ; 
therefore  we  should  say  there  is  accommodation.  There  are  eleven  public  schools  well  attended, 
besides  many  private  ones;  and  these  are  increasing  from  the  indefatigable  xcal  and  pious  endeavours 
of  the  Lord  Bishop  and  his  Clergy,  and  all  in  authority,  to  facilitate  moral  and  religious  instruciion, 
and  to  extend  the  benefit  of  education. 

24.  They  would  most  readily  be  employed  on  hire  by  the  owners  and  managers  of  estates; 
but  the  parents  are  particularly  averse  to  bring  their  chilclren  up  to  agricultural  labour,  or  in  fact  to 
any  proper  pursuit;  they  generally  keep  them  at  home  for  their  own  purposes. 

25.  They  appear  to  repose  more  confidence  in  the  white  population  (with  some  few  exceptions), 
and  generally  in  all  cases  of  litigation  prefer  to  be  tried  by  them. 

26.  The  very  reverse  is  the  case.  We  conceive  the  authorities  and  irentry  are  doing  all  in  their 
power,  both  by  precept  and  example,  to  elevate  the  newly  emancipate<l  iu  the  scale  of  society ;  and 
that  no  individual  of  education  or  respectability  would  even  wish  a  state  of  slavery  prolonged. 

27.  Universally  so ;  and  we  give  them  most  particular  information  on  the  subject,  and  afford  them 
every  facihty  to  appeal  from  our  decisions. 

28.  Most  unquestionably  preferable  under  this  valuable  Court,  who  sit  publicly  in  Bridgetown, 
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'     31.  We  believt  there  is.     Both  the  planter  and  labourer  have  seen  the  fallacy  of  confining  them-       BARBADOS. 
selves  to  the  cultivation  of  the  staple  comnDodity  alone;  and  although  a  great  drought  has  prevailed,  — — 

yet  a  large  quamiCy  of  ground  provisions  has  been  planted. 

32.  In  answer  to  this  question,  when  last  put  to  us,  we  stated  *'Not  so  favourable  as  last  year; 
in  some  parts  of  the  island  the  prospect  is  bad  indeed,  from  the  want  of  rain ;  in  some  more  favour- 
able sitttations  the  cultivation  is  good."  But  at  the  present  period  the  prospect  is  indeed  bad,  owing 
entirely  to  the  unusually  long  drought  The  preparation  for  the  ensuing  crop  has  been  excellent  in 
this  parish. 

33.  There  has  been  ;  but  more  particularly  in  the  articles  of  dress. 

34.  We  think  they  would  be  beneficial ;  but  the  labourer  is  so  unreflecting  and  so  little  inclined  to 
consider  for  to-morrow,  that  we  believe  few  if  any  would  subscribe  to  such  an  institution,  or  be  made 
to  understand  its  benefits. 

35.  Unquestionably,  and  beyond  a  doubt  more  happy  than  the  peasantry  of  Ireland  ;  and,  talcing 
climate  into  consideration,  better  off  than  that  class  of  persons  in  England.  As  soon  as  the  difihsion 
of  religious  knowledge  takes  place,  and  they  better  understofid  their  moral  obligations,  the  peasantry 
will  be  as  hapj^  and  contented  as  anywhere  else. 

36.  None.  If  the  labourer  is  lefl  to  himself,  and  not  taught  to  consider  his  situation  bad,  by  selfish 
and  interested  parties  ignorant  of  our  localities,  asperities  will  soflen  down  and  things  gradually 
merge  into  a  proper  understanding;  and  we  should  respectfully  and  humbly  express  a  wish  that  those 
good  and  wholesome  laws  passed  for  the  general  good  by  the  local  legislature,  in  the  true  spirit  of 
justice  and  equity  to  all  parties,  may  be  allowed  to  take  effect,  particularly  the  Vagrant  Act,  and  that 
for  regulating  the  relation  between  masters  and  servants. 

(Signed)  E.  H.  Moore,    ] 

R.  Hbndt,  j^Police  Magistrates. 

C.  Gill,  j 


Questions  for  Quahtkrly  Reply  from  the  Police  Magistracy  of  the  Island  of  Barbados. 
Between  Isl  January  and  31  st  March,  1840. 

1.  What  has  been  the  general  conduct  of  the  labourers  in  the  parish  under  your  magisterial  juris- 
diction, since  your  last  quarterly  report  ? 

2.  Of  what  particular  description  of  offences  do  the  majority  of  the  cases  brought  before  you 
consist  ? 

3.  Is  there  any  want  of  good  feeling  between  the  labourers  and  their  employers ;  and,  if  so,  to 
what  cause  do  you  attribute  it  ? 

4.  Are  you  of  opinion  thnt  the  common  interests  of  the  employers  and  labourers  will  gradually 
tend,  in  the  altered  condition  of  the  colonial  society,  to  the  establishment  of  a  good  understanding 
between  those  classes,  without  the  aid  of  external  intervention? 

5.  Do  the  labourers  perform  their  work  willin<>:ly ;  and,  if  not,  to  what  cause  do  you  ascribe  it  ? 

6.  What  are  the  working  hours  generally  in  use  in  your  parish  ? 

7.  Is  task  work  generally  resorted  to  in  your  parish  ?  If  not,  does  the  objection  lie  with  the 
masters  or  the  labourers? 

8.  What  is  the  ordinary  rate  of  wages ;  and  how  are  the  labourers  paid  in  the  reaping  season,  as 
well  as  in  other  months  ? 

9.  Are  the  labourers  generally  supplied  with  lodging  and  a  spot  of  cultivable  land  upon  the  estates 
on  which  they  may  engage  to  work?     If  so,  upon  what  terms  ? 

10.  Is  the  occupation  of  the  house,  and  the  privilege  of  plantins:  the  piece  of  ground  attached  to  it, 
mutually  understood  as  forming  a  set-oflf  against  the  payment  of  the  full  daily  value  of  the  labourer's 
work ;  or  is  the  rent  of  the  house  and  land  a  distinct  charge,  having  no  reference  to  the  estate  duty 
performed  by  the  labourer? 

11.  What  is  the  general  practice  pursued  in  your  parish  in  hiring  labourers?  Are  they  engaged 
simply  to  perform  day-labour,  which  engagement  is  only  binding  for  one  day ;  or  do  they  usually  enter 
into  verbal  or  written  agreements  for  any  specified  term, — say  weekly,  monthly,  or  yearly ;  and,  if  so, 
arc  any  records  of  that  nature  lodged  in  your  oflSoe? 

12.  Arc  the  labourers  disposed  generally  to  prefer  written  to  verbal  agreements  ? 

13.  Are  the  labourers,  in  their  general  intercourse  with  each  other,  upon  a  happy  footing,  or  liii- 
giously  disposed  ? 

14.  Has  the  renewal  of  the  island  laws,  regulating  the  relations  between  masters  and  servants,  and 
providing  for  the  suppression  of  vagrancy,  operated  to  the  relief  of  the  labouring  population  ? 

15.  Have  you  been  called  upon  to  investigate  complaints  on  account  of  the  undue  occupation  of 
houses  or  lands  by  labourers  from  the  plantations  on  which  they  have  been  working  ?  If  so,  where 
does  the  fault  generally  exist, — in  the  employers,  the  labourers,  or  both  ? 

16.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  any  sensible  diminution  in  the  number  of  agricultural  labourers  in  your 
parish  has  taken  place  since  the  1st  August,  1838? 

17.  Have  many  labourers  returned  to  work  on  properties  from  which  they  removed  on  the  1st  of 
Augnst,  1838,  or  subsequently;  and  do  you  consider  the  labourers  in  general  attached  to  the  estates 
on  which  they  have  been  born  and  brought  up? 

18.  To  what  kind  of  employment  do  those  persons  who  have  abandoned  agricultural  labour  usually 
betake  themselves  ? 

19.  Has  emigration  to  any  considerable  extent  occurred  among  the  labourers  of  your  parish?  If 
so,  specify  the  number ;  and  state  to  what  cause  you  are  disposed  to  attribute  this  novel  propensity  on 
their  part? 

20.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  character  and  feelings  of  the  Barbados  peasantry,  do  you  con- 
clude that  their  emigration  has  been  spontaneous  or  otherwise  ? 

21.  What  are  the  ages,  generally  speaking,  of  the  emigrants  from  your  parish;  and  of  which  of 
the  three  classes,  males,  females,  and  children,  have  the  majority  of  emigrants  consisted? 

22.  Are  you  of  opinion  tliere  is  a  surplus  population  in  this  island,  and  that  a  large  proportion  of 
labourers  might  be  spared  without  disadvantage,  for  the  benefit  of  colonies  where  labour  is  compara- 
tively scarce? 

23.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  children  of  the  labourers,  and  how  are  they  supported  ? 

24.  What  facilities  does  your  parish  supply  for  education  and  religious  instruction  ?  Is  the  at- 
tendance at  Church  and  in  the  Schools  equal  to  the  accommodation? 
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ttkllBADOS*  K*  Are  the  children  readily  empbyed  for  hire  hy  the  estates  on  whidi  the  patents  tnpe  loeated  ;  if 

^^^^  BOt,  is  this  attrihutab^  to  the  diKiticlinatioa  of  the  employers  to  hire  the  serrkeeof  tbe  ehUdren,  or  to 

any  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  parents  to  train  them  to  agrtcoitoml  pursuits^ 

26.  Do  tbe  labourers  appear  to  taJce  any  interest  in  the  oompiexional  dtstinetton  between  the  white, 
orioured,  or  black  classes  of  inhabitants  ? 

27.  Have  you  perceived  any  desire  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  or  gentry  of  the  country  to  intei^ 
fere  with  the  rights  of  freedom,  acquired  under  the  abolition  of  apprentiaeship  hy  tAiie'labourin<r  popu- 
lation, or  virtually  to  retain  them  in  a  prolonged  state  of  slavery? 

28.  Are  the  labourers  fully  aware  of  the  exiatenee  of  the  Assistant  Court  of  Appeah? 

29.  Whether  do  you  consider  the  judicial  system,  obtaining' since  tlie  creation  of  that-trlhumkl,  or 
tfaftt  prevailing  during  the  general  employment  of  the  late  Special  Magistrates,  owat  conducive  to  the 
welfare  of  the  labouring  population  in  their  free  condition  ? 

80.  Are  tbe  labourers  fully  aware  of  the  institution  of  Courts  of  ReconeMictton  in* this  Island;  if 
so,  do  they  cheerfully  attend  when  summoned  as  jurors,  and  do  they  evince  an  intetest  in  the  pro* 
eeedings? 

31.  Have  you  had  many  opportunities  of  bringing  those  tribujM^s  into  operation  for  the  adjustment 
of  their  differences ;  and  are  you  of  opinion  that  their  pernMnent  establishment  will  be  attended  with 
practical  good  to  the  working  classes? 

82.  Whether  do  you  consider  the  judicial  system  obtaining  since  the  creation  of  Ihe  Court  of 
Appeal,  or  that  prevailing  during  the  general  employment  of  the  late  -Special  Magistrates,  most  eon* 
ducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  labouring  population  in  their  free  condition  ? 

88.  What  quantity  of  sugar  has  been  made  this  season  in  your  parish,  by  proprietors,  fur  the 
labourers  attached  thereto,  and  whatumount  of  money  has  the  same  realized? 

84.  What  quantity  of  stock  are  the  labourers  upon  the  estates  in  your  parish  now  possessed  of? 

35.  (s  such  a  quantity  of  ground  provisions,  corn,  &c.  now  plant^,  as  will  in  your  opinion  preclude 
the  possibility  of  a  recurrence  of  the  scarcity  ihreatenedin  the  earlier  part  of  1S39? 

36.  What  are  the  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop;  and  what  the  general  state  of  cultivation?  Has 
the  season  been  favourable,  or  otherwise? 

37.  Are  you  aware  that  there  has  been  sinoe  the  abolition  of  apprenticeship,  a  greatly  increased 
demand  from  the  labouring  population  for  the  luxuries  of  life,  such  as  wine,  articles  of  dress,  &c  &C.? 

38.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  Savings'  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies  would  be  beneficial  to  the 
labouring  classes,  and  be  contributed  to  by  them;  if  so,  by  what  means  do  you  conceive  that  such 
institutions  may  be  best  promoted  ? 

89.  On  comparing  their  situation  with  that  of  the  labouring  classes  in  other  portions  of  the  British 
dominions,  do  you  consider  the  labourers  of  Barbados  a  happy  peasantry  as  at  present  circumstanoed? 

40.  Have  you  any  si^gestions  to  make,  or  any  practical  measures  to  reoommead,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  labouring  population  in  particular,  or  of  tliis  community  in  general? 


ANSWERS. 

No.  l.—PariMh  of  St.  Philip. 

1.  Peaceable  as  a  body,  but  irregular  in  their  labour. 

2.  Assaults  and  batteries,  and  petty  thefts. 

8.  On  some  estates  in  my  district,  the  very  best  of  feeling  exists  between  the  laboorees  and  .their 
employers :  but  generally  speaking,  quite  the  contrary ;  which  is  to  be  attributed  to  sundry  causes, 
such  as  one  estate  giving  higher  wages  than  another,  thereby  creating  dtsaatisfaotion,  as  the  labourer 
naturally  quits  the  property  he  is  domiciled  on,  to  dispose  of  his  labour  at  the  highest  price ;  the 
charging  also  of  one  bit  per  diem  for  absent  days,  and  on  many  estates  two  bits  per  diem.  In  my 
opinion,  the  only  plan  to  remedy  this  will  be,  ''  that  all  houses  with  a  spot  of  laad  be  rented  to  the 
labourers,  and  they  to  dispose  of  their  labour  wherever  they  please." 

4.  Time  alone  will  tend  in  the  altered  condition  of  colonial  society,  to  establish  a  g^ood  understand* 
ing  between  all  classes,  and  decidedly  much  soaoer  without  the  aid  of  external  intervention. 

5.  When  proper  regularity  in  payment  of  wages  is  strictly  attended  to,  and  no  stoppage  of  wages 
for  any  trifling  deficiency  of  work  performed,  the  labourers  work  willingly. 

6.  Prom  6  a.m.  to  6  p.m^  giving  two  hours  for  dinner  and  one  for  breakfast,  at  seven  hours  per 
day,  but  on  some  estates  task  work  is  still  continued. 

7.  1'ask  work  is  not  now  so  generally  adopted  in  my  district,  as  the  planters  complain  of  the  work 
being  slovenly  performed. 

8.  The  rate  of  wages  on  estates  where  the  labourers  are  domiciled,  is  two  bits  per  day,  and  durii^ 
the  reaping  season,  half  a  bit  extra. 

9.  The  house  and  l-8th  of  an  acre  are  general^  given  in  my  district  gpratis,  but  when  they  have 
more  land,  they  pay  for  it 

10.  On  some  estates  they  exact  one  bit  per  day  when  absent,  from  the  labourers  for  their  house,  but 
otherwise  the  house  and  land  have  no  reference  to  the  estate  duty  performed  by  the  labourer. 

11.  Where  the  labourers  are  domiciled,  they  are  expected  to  work  five  days  per  week,  and  are  paid 
weekly.    There  have  been  no  records  lodged  in  my  office  as  to  agreements  for  any  specified  term. 

12.  The  labourers  seem  to  have  a  great  aversion  to  written  agreements. 

13.  Most  litigiously  disposed. 

14.  The  renewal  of  these  two  acts  in  my  opinion  has  operated  to  the  relief  of  the  labouring  popu- 
lation, but  more  particularly  the  former,  as  the  labourer  is  no  longer  subject  to  summary 
ejectment. 

15.  I  have  not  been  called  upon  to  investigate  complaints  on  account  of  the  undue  occupation  of 
houses ;  but  when  ejectments  have  been  made  by  overseers,  I  have  invariably  had  the  full  value  of 
their  growing  crop  on  their  allotments  paid  for. 

16.  About  one  hundred  and  nineteen  labourers  have  quitted  this  parish  to  the  81st  ult,  aod 
emigrated ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  add  are  still  quitting  in  great  numbers. 

17.  The  labourers  generally,  1  believe,  have  returned  to  the  properties  from  which  they  removed 
i>n  the  1st  August,  and  i  consider  they  are  attached  to  the  estates  on  which  they  have  been  l)om  and 
brought  up. 
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18.  To  trade  and  huelMterinir.  BABBAD08. 

19.  I  bete  to  refer  to  query  16  for  the  number  of  etnignmts  that  have  quitted  this  parish,  and  thtf  mmmm 
ehief  cause  is  from  the  endoemeni  of  emigration  agents^  and  their  emissaries. 

20.  Certainly  hot,  but  by  the  persuasion  of  emigration  agents,  and  the  oMses  above  alluded  to. 

21.  From  the  years  of  50  down,  and  of  the  three  ciasses,  maie,  female,  and  children,  much  the 
ame  pfoportion. 

22.  I  am  of  opinion  that  we  hare  no  surplus  population- in  the  island  as  to  agricultural  labourers, 
and  that  none  can  be  spared  without  great  disadvantage. 

23.  The  children  are  supported  entirely  by  their  parents ;  their  condition  is  any  thing  but  good,  as 
they  are  brought  up  in  a  state  of  idleness. 

24.  We  hava  three  parochial  aehools,  and  four  or  five  others.  The  attendance  at  church  is  fully 
equal  to  the  accornmodation. 

25.  The  children  would  be  most  readily  employed  by  the  estates,  but  the  parents  have  an  aversba 
te  agrieultural  pursuits. 

26.  They  appear  to  take  no  interest  in  compledonal  distinction  whatever. 

27.  1  have  not  perceived  the  slightest  desire  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  or  gentry  of  the  country 
to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  freectom. 

2S.  1  have  invariably  informed  them  of  the  existence  of  this  tribunal)  and' am  confident  they  are 
ftdly  aware  of  it 

29.  I  consider  the  present  judicial  system  more  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  labouring  popift* 
lation,  than  that  under  the  late  Special  Magistrates. 

80.  The  labourers  are  fully  aware  of  Courts  of  Reoondltatioii,  and  they  cheerfully  attend  when 
summoned,  always  evincing  great  interest  in  th^  proceedings. 

31.  I  have  had  many  opportunities  of  bringing  these  tribunals  into  operaticm,  and  I  ara  confident 
thair  pannaoeiit  establishment  will  be  attended  with  practicd  good  to  the  woriiiRg  ctasaoo. 

32.  The  crops  being  not  yet  finhihed,  I  am  not  able  to  give  a  return  as  to  the  quantiiy  of  sugar 
made  this  season  in  ay  pwishf  for  the  labonrers. 

33.  The  labourers  have  a  great  aversion  to  give  in  their  quantity  of  stoefe*  but  I  can  affirm  ^at  it 
is  very  great 

84.  1  have  no  apprefaeasioa  of  any  want  of  provision  for  the  present  year. 

35.  The  present  crop  now  reaping  is  deplorable ;  the  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  are  very  good^ 
the  season  being  favonrabia 

36.  The  demand  for  luxuries  of  life,  from  the  labooring  population,. has  greatly  increased,  as  far  as 
regards  dress,  and  quality  of  food. 

87.  1  am  of  opinion  that  Savings'  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies  would  be  highly  beneficial  to  the 
labouring. classes ;  bal  I  think  they  would  not  be  contributed  to  at  present,  their  improvident  habits 
beint^  the  chief  cause. 

38.  In  comparison  wHh  the  labourers  of  the  British  dominions  which  I  have  visited,  I  think  ours  a 
£tf  more  happy  peasantry. 

39.  J  beg  to  suggest  that  a  compilation  of  the  laws  be  speedily  concluded,  as  great  inconvenience 
is  felt  by  the  magistracy  in  the  dischaige  of  their  iluties. 


No.  2.— ParisA  of  Si  James. 

1.  The  conduct  of  the  labourers  in  this  parish  (o»  the  whole),  has  been  very  good  since  my  last 
quarterly  report. 

2.  The  majority  of  offences  consists  of  assaults  and  batteries,  with  a  few  cases  of  debt  and  petty 
tbt^s. 

3.  There  is  at  present  a  mutual  good  feeling  subsisting  between  labourers  and  employers  in  this 
parish. 

4.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  common  interests  of  employers  and  labourers  being  inseparably  con- 
nected, do  not  require  the  aid  of  external  intervention  for  promoting  a  good  understanding  between 
the  parties. 

5.  The  labourers  at  the  present  time  seem  to  perform  their  work  willingly ;  the  cause  of  the  con- 
trary event  oooasiunally  happening  may  generally  be  traced  to  the  want  of  proper  management  on  the 
property  where  it  occurs. 

6.  The  working  hours  are  generally  from  6  to  9  o'clock  a.m.,  and  from  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

7.  Task  work  is  not  moch  resorted  to ;  the  objection  lies  with  emplo],  ers,  who  generally  find  the 
woric  (from  being  hurried)  badly  done. 

8.  The  rate  of  wages  varies  at  present  firom  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  6|d.,  and  in  the  reaping  season  from 
Is.  fiid.  to  Is.  lOj^.  per  diem. 

9.  The  labourers  are  always^  or  at  least  in  most  cases,  su{^lied  with  a  house  and  a  small  piece  of 
cultivable  land. 

10.  I  should  presume  from  the  fact  of  the  labourer  readily  obtaining  Is.  6}d.  per  day  when  working 
abroad,  and  his  only  getting  Is.  3d.  when  working  on  the  property  on  which  his  house  and  land 
are  situated,  that  the  occupation  of  the  house  and  the  privilege  of*  planting  the  land  attached  to  it,  are 
meant  (if  not  understood),  as  forming  a  set-off'  against  the  payment  of  the  full  daily  value  of  the 
labourer's  work,  remarking  at  the  same  time,  that  the  annual  difference  of  the  wages  which  1  will 
suppose  to  be  the  rent,  is  a  low  price  for  the  comfort  which  the  labourer's  house  and  land  generally 
a£>rd  him.  * 

11.  The  labourers  in  this  parish  are  simply  engaged  to  perform  day  labour,  which  engagement  I 
should  consider  only  binHing  for  one  day ;  but  the  knowledge  that  if  they  do  not  work  steadily  and 
continuously  that  they  would  not  be  allowed  to  occupy  their  houses  on  the  property^  generally  induces 
tbam  to  remain  settled  on  one  estate. 

12.  The  labooiem  are  very  averse  toagreeanents  of  any  sort 

13.  They  are  most  litigioady  diaposedt  resorting  to  law  on  UKMt  frivoloos  gronods. 

14.  The  new  island  law  regulating  the  rdaticms  between  masters  and  servants,  has  never  to  the 
present  time  been  acted  on-  in  the  par^ ;  proprietors  and  managers  finding  the  plans  which  they  were 
foraed  to  adopt  on  the  disallewanee  of  tb»- former  Act  to  succeed  very  welU  deem  it  impolitic  to  run  any 
riak  oTdistorbing  the  good  order  and  tranquiyitywhkh  at  present  prevail,  by  making  any  alteration  in 
their  system  of  management  The  Act  for  the  suppression  of  vagrancy  has  also  not  been  acted  oOf. 
but  cannot  fail  to  operate  as  a  protection  to  the  industrious  labourer. 
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BARBADOS.  15.  I  have  not  been  called  on  to  investigate  complaints  of  tinlawful  bccnpadon  dP  hbtis^  and  lands 

— ^  by  an  ejectment  of  labourers  from  the  plantation  on  which  they  had  been  workhifi^.  "    "  *      '    ';* 

16.  A  very  sensible  diminution  in  the  number  of  agricultural  labourers  took  plQce  imtnediately  afler 
the  termination  of  apprenticeship. 

17.  Great  numbers,  or  nearly  all  the  labourers,  have  returned  to  the  estates  which  they  \eii  on  the 
1st  August,  1838,  or  shortly  afler,  and  I  consider  that  hi  general  they  ore  much  attached  to  th6  places 
where  they  have  been  born  and  brought  up. 

18.  Those  persons  who  abandon  agricultural  labour,  usually  betake  themseK'^s  to  dom.e$tic  em* 
ployments,  and  some  to  carpenters,  shoemakers,  and  tailors  &c.  ^ 

19.  I  have  only  granted  three  certificates  to  persons  desirous  of  emigrating  from  this  parisb;  two  of 
whom  state  that  they  wished  to  go  on  account  of  having  near  relations  living  \ti  Demerara,  and  the 
third,  a  lad  of  rather  bad  character,  who  it  was  evideut  had  been  induced  to  go  from  many  false 
allurements  held  out  to  him.  *         >  i 

20.  From  my  knowledge  of  the  character  and  feelings  of  the  Barbados  peasantry,  I  consider  their 
emigration  to  be  the  result  of  tlie  gross  deceptions  practised  by  emigrUtiOn  agents  and  their  emtssaries, 
by  holding  out  promises  which  they  never  realize,  making  engagements  which  they  know  are  not 
valid,  and  representations  of  the  correctness  of  which  in  their  infant  state  of  education  it  would  be 
unnatural  to  suppose  the  Barbados  labourers  could  form  any  idea. 

21.  The  ages  of  three  emigrants  from  this  parish  were,  I  should  say,  iVom  16  to  21,  all  of  them 
males. 

22.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  so  far  from  there  being  a  surplus  of  labouring  population  in  this  island, 
that  no  labourers  could  be  spared  without  decided  disadvantage. 

23.  The  children  of  the  labourers  in  this  parish  are  entirely  supported  by  their  parents,  and  the 
greater  part  are  brought  up  in  great  idleness. 

24.  My  parish  affords  a  large  school,  and  plenty  of  accommodation  in  a  church  and  chapel ;  the 
attendance  at  both  is  equal  to,  but  does  not  exceed,  the  accommodation  afforded. 

25.  The  children  could  be  most  readily  employed  on  every  estate  on  which  their  parents  are  located; 
but  the  most  decided  aversion  is  evinced  by  them  to  train  their  children  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

26.  Labourers  appear  to  take  little  interest  in  the  complexional  difference  between  white,  coloured, 
or  black  classes  of  inhabitants :  as  masters  or  employers,  £  should  say  they  decidedly  prefer  the 
former. 

27.  So  far  from  the  authorities  or  gentry  of  the  island  wishing  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  free- 
dom of  the  iLibounng  popi*laliini,  or  wishing  virtually  to  retain  them  in  a  state  of  slavery,  every  oppor- 
tunity is  seixtd  to  poiDt  out  to  them  their  new  improved  and  happy  condition. 

28.  The  labourers  are  fuUy  aware  of  the  existence  of,  and  the  advantages  afforded  them  by,  the 
Court  of  Appeal,  »m\  immediately  after  my  decision  in  any  case  is  made  known,  the  right  of  stppeal 
from  it  h  fully  explained, 

29.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  advantages  afforded  by  the  Court  of  Appeal,  render  the  present  judi- 
cial system  more  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  labouring  population  in  their, "free  condition,***  than 
that  existing  under  the  late  special  magistrates. 

30.  The  labourers  are  gradually  becoming  aware  of  the  institution  of  Courts  of  Reconciliation ; 
in  most  cases  they  cheerfully  attend  when  summoned  as  jurors,  and  evince  much  mtercst  in  .the  pro- 
ceedings. 

31.  I  have  had  many  opportunities  of  bringing  these  tribunals  into  operation  for  the  adjustment  of 
differences,  and  am  of  opinion  that  their  permanent  establishment  will  be  attended  wUh  practical  good 
to  the  working  classes. 

32.  Answered  by  No.  29. 

33.  The  question  cannot  now  be  answered  correctly ;  it  will  receive  my  best  attention  in  toy  next 
report. 

34.  Since  my  la.st  report,  the  labourers  in  this  parish  have  paid  more  attention  to  the  raising  of 
stock,  but  the  exact  quantity  must  also  be  delayed  for  my  next  report,  as  it  will  take  a  long  time  to 
ascertain  it  correctly. 

35.  There  is  no  reason  to  dread  a  recnrrence  of  the  scarcity  of  provisions  threatened  in  the  early 
part  of  1639. 

36.  The  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  are  very  cheering,  the  cultivation  has  been  good,  and  the 
season  fa vou  ruble. 

37.  There  has  been  since  the  abolition  of  apprenticeship,  a  greatly  increased  demand  from  the 
labouring  population  for  the  luxuries  of  life,  such  as  wine,  articles  of  dress,  &c.  &c. 

38.  Savings'  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies,  would  no  doubt  be  beneficial.  One  of  the  latter  has 
been  established  by  the  Rector  of  this  parish,  and  is  well  supported. 

39.  I  waa  brought  up  in  England,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  peasantry  of  Barbados, 
as  at  present  circumstanced,  is  as  happy  as  that  of  England,  exclusive  of  the  advantages  afforded  the 
former  by  the  difference  of  climate. 

40.  The  establishment  of  a  lunatic  asylum  is  much  wanted. 

(Signed)  Fa/lncis  Thornhill,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  S.^Paruh  of  8L  George. 

1.  Irregular  and  altogether  unsettled  in  their  habits,  owing  to  their  mtsconcepfion  of  the  contract 
act,  and  the  advantage  taken  by  emigration  ajrents  to  discontent  the  labourers,  and  distract  the  com- 
munity, for  the  sole  purpose  of  inducing  the  labourers  to  emigrate. 

2.  Same  as  last. 

3.  There  is  not  a  general  good  feeling  between  the  labourers  and  their  employers;  and  this  I  at- 
tribute to  the  arts  and  deceptions  practised  on  the  labourers,  by  emigration  agents  and  their  emissaries, 
who  are  dispersed  throughout  the  country:  and  whose  first  object  is  to  persuade  the  labourers  into  a 
belief,  that  their  condition  is  one  of  unprofitable  toil  and  misery  in  their  own  land,  and  then  holding 
out  golden  promises  in  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey,  whereby  they  may  reap  a  rich  harvest  at 
the  expense  and  sacrifice  of  these  poor  deluded  and  unsuspecting  people,  who  would  otherwise  be  con- 
tented and  happy  in  their  native  country,  and  whose  situation  in  life  cannot  be  improved  by  the 
change. 

4.  Same  as  last. 
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.     5.  Not  g^oeninyy  owing  to  the  spirit  of  emigration  which  at  present  pervades  the  land.  -BARBADOS. 

6.  Same  as  last.  ^— — : 

7*  Same  as  last. 

8.  Same  as  last. 

9,  Same  as  last. 

10.  SameasIasU 

11.  Same  as  last 

12.  Same  as  last 

13.  Same  as  last 

14.  The  renewal  of  the  contract  law  has  beneBted  the  labouring  population,  inasmuch  as  it  is 
operating  exclusively  to  their  advantage:  the  Act  for  the  suppression  of  vagrancy  is  almost  a  dead 
letter. 

15.  Only  in  one  case,  which  I  had  settled  amicably. 

16.  Same  as  last 

17.  The  labourers  may  be  considered  at  present  itinerant;  tliey  are,  however,  generally  speaking, 
attached  to  the  estates  on  which  they  have  been  bom  and  brought  up,  and  would  no  doubt  settle 
down  and  continue  thereon  quietly,  were  they  lefl  to  themselves,  and  not  interfered  with  by  those 
interested  and  self«constituted  emigration  agents  and  their  emissaries,  who  now  infest  our  land. 

IS.  Same  as  last,  see  former  19. 

19.  Not  in  this  parish ;  that  is,  if  I  am  to  judge  from  the  limited  number  of  certificates  granted  to 
emigrantSt  and  I  have  not  refused  a  single  applicant :  the  total  do  not  exceed  ten.  I  attribute  this 
newly  acquired  propensity  mainly  to  the  insidious  designs  of  emigration  agents. 

20.  Certainly  not  spontaneous,  they  have  been  wheedled  and  enticed  into  a  belief  that  emigration 
would  be  a  nne  qud  non  to  their  comfort  and  hiappiness. 

21.  Between  twenty  and  forty-nine  males,  and  one  female, 

22.  Same  as  last,  see  former  21. 
5^.  Same  as  last,  see  former  22. 

24.  Same  as  last,  see  former  23. 

25.  Same  as  last,  see  former  24. 

26.  Same  as  last,  see  former  25. 

27.  Same  as  last,  see  former  26. 

28.  Same  as  last,  see  former  27, 

29.  Same  as  last,  see  former  28. 

•  SO.  They  are  fully  aware  of  the  institution  of  Courts  of  Reconciliation  in  this  island,  and  mo^t 
cheerfully  attend  when  summoned  as  jurors;  they  also  evince  a  lively  interest  in  the  proceedings,  and 
duly  appreciate  the  benefits  resulting  to  them  from  the  establishment  of  those  tribunals. 

dl.  I  have,  andean  bear,  testimony  of  the  good  which  has  been  already  effected  thereby.  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  permanent  establishment  of  these  courts  will  be  attended  with  incalculable  benefit, 
not  only  to  the  working  classes,  but  to  the  community  in  general. 

32.  See  No.  29  preceding. 

83.  I  believe  very  little  as  yet ;  I  have  however  not  been  able  to  obtain  returns  thereof. 

34.  No  retiums  obtained,  I  must  therefore  refer  to  my  last  see  former  30. 

85.  I  have  no  doubt  there  is,  and  I  have  no  apprehension  of  a  recurrence  of  the  scarcity  threatened 
in  the  earlier  part  of  1839. 

36.  The  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  are  cheering  at  present,  the  cultivation  in  general  good,  the 
season  has  been  as  yet  most  favourable. 

87.  Same  as  last,  see  former  S3. 


88. 

Same  as 

last. 

see 

former  34. 

39. 

Same  as 

last. 

see 

former  85. 

40. 

None. 

(Signed)  Thomas  J.  Cc7muins,  Police  Magistrate. 

No.  4. — Pariih  of  St.  John. 

1.  The  general .  conduct  of  the  labourers  of  this  parish  since  my  last  quarterly  report,  has  been 
peaceable :  but  a  speculative  disposition  seems  to  be  obtaining  among  them,  which  has  inclined  them 
to  less  steady  habits  than  heretofore. 

2.  Petty  thefls,  and  assaults. 

8.  There  is  not  so  good  a  feeling  existing  between  labourers  and  their  employers  as  could  be 
desired,  and  this  I  ascribe  generally  to  the  natural  effect  of  the  present  immature  state  of  the  free 
$ystem* 

4.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  common  interest  of  employer  and  labourer  will  gradually  tend  in  the 
altered  condition  of  society  to  the  establishment  of  a  good  understanding  between  these  classes,  with- 
out the  aid  of  external  intervention,  which  is  productive  of  mutual  distrust 

5.  The  labourers  of  this  district  are  generally  working  willingly,  but  there  are  some  few  plantations 
which  are  exceptions ;  on  these  the  labourers  have  derived  erroneous  notions  respecting  the  late 
island  act  to  regelate  the  hiring  of  servants,  &c. ;  they  are  chiefly  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Philip's 
parish. 

6.  The  working  hours  are  usually  from  sunrise  to  ten,  and  from  eleven  to  four  in  the  aflemoon. 

7.  Task  work  is  not  now  generally  adopted  in  this  district,  the  system  having  been  in  most  in- 
stances abandoned  in  consequence  of  the  negligent  performance  of  the  allotted  task  by  the  labourer. 

8.  The  ordinary  rate  of  wages  is  two  bits  per  day,  and  during  the  reaping  season,  when  an  extra 
portion  of  work  is  required  in  each  day,  the  increased  pay  is  estimated  at  tliat  ratio ;  the  labourers  are 
usually  paid  weekly  in  silver  coin. 

9.  Labourers  are  generally  supplied  with  lodging  and  a  small  spot  of  land  for  their  cultivation,  by 
the  estate  on  which  they  are  employed ;  continuous  labour  live  days  per  week  is  usually  required,  for 
which  daily  labour  they  are  paid,  as  stated  in  the  foregoing  answer,  without  any  deduction  being  made 
for  rent  of  house  or  land ;  but  in  cases  where  the  labourers  omit  to  give  the  five  days'  labour,  a 
practice  has  obtained  of  deducting  from  their  wages  a  certain  quota  for  such  blank  days.  There  are 
some  plantations  on  which  a  larger  portion  of  land  is  allowed  the  labourers,  for  which  they  pay  a 
stipulated  labour  rent. 

10.  Answered  by  the  foregoing. 
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BARBADOS*  11.  In  the  hiring  of  agricultun)  hboarers  m  this  parish,  it  seems  to  be  mntuallj  understood  that 

•^^  the  relation  of  employer  and  labourer  exists  only  from  day  to  day. 

12.  The  labourers  seem  to  have  an  aversion  to  all  contracts,  especially  written  contracts. 
IS.  The  labouring  population  are  litigiously  disposed  towards  each  other,  and  disunited  in  dieir 
interests. 

14.  The  renewal  of  the  island  law,  reg;ulating  the  relations  between  masters  and  servants,  and 
providing  for  the  suppression  of  vagrancy,  has  operated  very  much  to  the  relief  of  l^e  labounng 
population,  especially  in  secaring  to  them,  by  law,  the  value  of  their  crops  on  the  lands  they  occupied, 
as  incidental  to  service,  and  from  which  they  may  be  dismissed ;  also  in  providing  for  Ihe  recovery 
and  payment  of  their  wages. 

15.  I  have  lately  in  a  few  instances  been  called  upon  to  investigate  complaints,  oo  account  of  ih» 
undue  occupation  of  houses  by  labourers,  from  plantations  from  which  they  had  been  dismissed ;  the 
fault  has  generally  existed  on  the  part  of  the  latiourer,  who  had  entertained  the  belief  that  he  could 
not  be  compelled  by  law  to  relinquish  the  occupancy  of  his  lodging ;  but  in  every  instance,  the  order 
of  the  magistrate  has  been  suificient  tu  efiect  hts  quietly  quittmg  the  premises. 

16.  There  has  been  a  sensible  dimiautioii  of  the  number  of  i^ncultucal  labooren,  iSince  Ist  4ii 
August,  1838. 

17.  Many  labovrers  have  retumed,  who  had  left  the  estates  on  which  they  fa«d  been  attacked,  «b 
August  1838.  They  have  been  generally  much  attached  to  the  plantations  on  whkh  they  have  been 
brought  up,  b«t  that  feeling  is  gnEbdually  becoming  less  strong. 

18.  I  apprehend  that  time  persons  who  have  abandoned  agriciidtoMLl  labour,  have  usually  betake* 
themselves  to  the  town  and  its  environs,  where  they  are  employed  in  all  kinds  of  irregular  work. 

19.  Emigration  has  w)(  occurred  to  any  considerable  extent,  in  tliis  parish,  among  the  faiboueets ; 
only  fifteen  have  obtained  certificates  to  enable  them  to  quit  (feom  the  parish  authorittca)  during  the 
past  quarter,  and  I  apprehend  that  several  of  that  number  have  rdinqutshed  their  intentioo. 

20.  Of  the  fifteen  persons  of  this  parish  who  have  obtained  certificates  to  emigrate,  the  majority 
are  composed  of  young  men,  artificers  generally;  and  from  the  information  I  have  been  Me  to  obtain, 
they  have  been  induced,  by  promises  of  extraordinary  wages,  to  leave  thb  island  for  British  Guiaiia, 
to  enter  into  the  service  of  specified  individuals. 

21.  Answered  by  the  foregoing. 

22.  I  do  not  consider  that  there  is  a  surplus  population  in  this  idtsml,  and  I  thinicllmt  emign&n 
would  be  attended  with  injury  to  this  colony,  it  being  so  constituted  as  to  preclude  the  use  of 
machinery  to  any  great  extent. 

28.  The  children  of  the  labouring  populatawi  aore  ncnrly  In  a  state  «f  idleness ;  fimn  the  iuade- 
qnaite  intelligenoe  existing  among  thi^  class,  Ihey  have  8nb|ected  their  dnldrea  to  most:peniiciDnr 
habits  of  life ;  and  from  their  mistidEeu  ideas  of  impMwwwnt,  insist  on  Ifaeir  entire  emancipation 
from  field  work.  They  place  them  at  the  various  private  adhools  that  have  obtained  isace  tiie  abolifion 
of  apprenticeship,  where  the  imperfect  system  of  discipline  leaves  the  ehildiien  widiottt  snffiekM 
restraint  and  employment  for  the  greater  portion  of  the  day;  they  «ne  ceoaeqnently  growing  np  kat 
habits  of  vagrancy,  and  imbibing  the  erroneous  idea  that  field  labour  is  deMgctorv  to  ihe  unpmved 
condition  of  the  Barbados  peasantry.  Those  cMldnen  who  have  nrrifvd  beyond  the  age  ef  infancy 
are  generally  well  clothed  and  fed  by  their  parents.  They  are  generaHy  unprovided  with  regular 
medical  attendance ;  many  instances  have  occurred  under  my  nofioe,  where  infants  hatve  heen  gcaasly 
neglected  by  their  parents. 

24.  There  are  in  this  parish  two  good  parochml  schools,  and  n  well  eonduded  nefaoo!  on  Che 
Codrington  Trust  estates,  where  the  children  of  labourers  are  indiaeriminaiely  admitted  at  a  trifliagr 
cost ;  and  a  parish  church,  and  three  chapels  open  for  the  religious  instmction  of  all  ckaaes.  The 
accommodation  afforded  in  the  churches  and  schools  of  the  parish  is  fully  adequate  to  the  wants  of 
the  population  at  present. 

2$.  Children  are  very  rarely  employed  on  the  estates  on  which  they  are  located  with  their  parents. 
This  is  solely  to  be  attributed  to  «  great  disinclination  <ui  the  part  of  the  parents  to  train  up  their 
children  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

26.  I  believe  that  the  labourers  are  fully  alive  to  the  con^)lexional  distinctions  between  the  several 
classes  of  inhabitants. 

27.  There  exists  at  present  no  interference  or  misapprehenBion  on  the  part  of  ^  an^oriOes  or 
gentry  of  the  country,  oonceming  the  rights  of  freedom  acquired  nnder  the  aboUticn  of  appren- 
ticeship to  the  labouring  population. 

28.  The  labouring  population  are  fully  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  Assistant  Oourt  of  AppeaL 

29.  The  present  judicial  system,  obtaining  since  the  creation  df  that  trtbunai,  is  unquestiandily 
best  suited  to  the  labouring  population  in  then*  free  condition. 

30.  I  apprehend  that  the  labourers  are  aware  of  the  institution  of  Courts  of  Reconciliation ;  and 
I  believe  that  their  permanent  establishment  will  be  attended  with  great  practical  good  to  the 
hibouring  population.  I  have  had  many  opportunities  of  bringing  thehr  diifereneet  for  adjustment 
before  these  tribunals,  and  have  always  found  that  it  created  the  greatest  interest  among  them.  It 
only  requires  the  operation  of  the  late  act  to  vender  its  adoption  general. 

31.  Answered  by  the  foregoing. 
82.  Answered  by  the  29th. 

33.  The  present  season  has  not  sufficiently  advanced,  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  labourers' 
crops. 

34.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  quantity  of  stock  possessed  by  the  labourers  of  the 
parish  has  rather  increased  than  otherwise,  since  my  last  report. 

35.  There  has  been  a  general  reduction  in  the  quantity  of  ground  provisions,  com,  ftc,  reared 
on  estates,  but  ^the  quantity  of  provisions  imported  into  the  island,  will,  I  think,  now  pi^clude  the 
probability  of  a  recurrence  of  a  scarcity  from  the  same  cause  as  existed  in  1839. 

36.  The  sugar  crop  is  uow  in  progress  of  reaping,  and  is  far  short  of  an  average  crop ;  the 
ensuing  sugar  crop,  however,  although  at  present  in  its  earliest  stage  of  culture,  is  prosperous;  the 
general  state  of  cultivation  is  good. 

87.  I  am  of  opinion  that  there  is  at  the  present  time  a  generally  increased  demand  for  the 
luxuries  of  life,  such  as  articles  of  dress,  wines,  &c,,  amongst  the  working  classes. 

38.  Friendly  Societies  have  existed  in  this  parish  for  many  years,  attended  with  very  great  benefit 
to  the  labouring  classes.  Savings'  Banks  would  be  highly  beneficial  also,  but  I  think  would  not  be 
contributed  to  by  them  until  they  have  become  further  advanced  in  their  social  condition. 
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39.  On  comparing  their  situation  with  that  of  the  labouring  classes  in  other  portions  of  the       BARBADOS* 
British  dominioiiSt  I  do  coneidfr  tine  labonrert  of  Barbados  the  most  prosperous.  ^-*-- 

.  40.  I  would  here  recommend  as  i^  meMare  ot  practical  advantage  ts  the  commnnitj  in  general, 
that  a  right  and  title  to  all  fixtures  erected  by  labourers  on  lands  in  their  occupancy  as  incident  t# 
serrice.  be  secured  to  them  by  legal  enactfaent ;  aa  cadewUitiHi  to  improve  c<ni6dense  between  labourer 
and  employer,  a»d  to  encoanige«ettled  and  domestic  habits  amongst  the  labourers. 

(Signed)  Hsnay  Pilgrim,  Police  Magistrate. 

'So.b.—ParUhofCbriitCkurch, 

1.  The  miflunderstandtng  whdch  arose  between  some  of  the  labourers  and  their  employers,  ott 
oertfdn  of  the  estates  in  tihis  parish,  shortly  afler  my  last  quarterly  report  (aad  which  led  to  the 
appointment  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor*  of  Conimissiojiers  to  Inquire  into  the  causes  thereof), 
has  happily  subsided,  and  in  general  the  laboureiB  are  well  disposed. 

2.  Petty  thefts,  and  beeacbes  of  the  peace. 

3.  Theie  is  no  want  of  good  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  employers  towards  their  labourers ;  the 
good  feeling,  however,  of  the  latter  towards  the  former  has,  since  my  last  report,  altered  lor  the  worse ; 
^bich  is,  I  think,  to  be  attributed  to  the  exciting  efforts  of  the  Liberal  newspaper,  in  representing 
their  employers  as  their  oppressors,  and  to  the  interested  exertions  of  emigration  agents,  in  unsettling 
their  minds  by  the  delusive  prospects  of  bettering  their  condition  elsewhere. 

4.  Until  a  complete  check  can  be  put  to  the.  system  pursued  by  private  emigration  agents,  whose 
sole  object  is  gain,  regardless  alike  of  the  injury  they  may  inflict  on  the  colony,  and  of  the  misery  to 
which  they  may  consign  the  dupes  and  victims  of  their  avarice,  and  until  the  mischievous  press  to  which 
I  have  alluded,  shall  cease  to  goad  the  .labourers  into  the  belief  that  they  are  oppressed  and  wronged 
by  their  employers,  it  is  doubtful  that  the  former  generally  will  feel  satisfied  with  their  conditk>n.  Any 
external  intervention,  however,  seems  unnecessary,  with  the  view  to  the  establishment  of  a  good 
understanding  between  the  two  classes,  as  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  time,  aided  by  the  due  consideration 
of  their  common  interests,  and  the  reciprocal  obligations  they  owe  to  each  other,  will  produce 
happy  results. 

5.  My  impression  on  this  head  of  inquiry  remains  the  same  as  in  my  last  quarterly  report, 

6.  No  alteration  in  this  particular  since  last  report. 

7.  Task  work>  not  answering  the  expectations  of  employers,  is  almost  abandoned  by  them. 

8.  No  alteration  since  my  last  report. 

9.  No  alteration  since  my  last  report 

10.  No  alteration  since  my  last  report 

11.  No  alteration  since  my  last  report. 

12.  No  alteration  since  my  last  report 

13.  No  alteration  since  my  last  report. 

14.  The  renewal  of  the  island  laws  regulating  the  relations  of  masters  and  servants,  cannot  fail  to 
operate  in  favour  of  the  latter,  in  protecting  them  against  summary  ejectments ;  but  as  regards  the 
former,  from  the  decided  objection  which  the  labourers  have  to  oontracts  for  service,  it  gives  them  no 
assurance  of  a  supply  of  labour,  when  wanted,  from  those  domiciled  on  their  properties. 

15.  I  have  been  called  upon  to  eject,  and  have  in  some  cases  ejected  labourers  from  the  undue 
occupation  of  plantation  cottage,  and  on  these  occasions  I  have  always  found  that  the  fttult  is  with 
the  labourer. 

16.  No  serious  diminution  generally.  On  some  estates  the  labourers  have  withdrawn  themselves, 
and  commenced  £eu*mlng  on  their  own  accounts,  upon  rented  spots  of  land ;  I  do  not  approve  of  this 
small  farming  system,  particularly  in  those  parishes  subject  to  frequent  droughts ;  I  think  the  labourers 
would  find  it  more  to  their  advantage  to  attach  themselves  to  properties  on  which  cultivation  could  be 
so  carried  on  as  in  some  degree  to  counteract  the  effects  of  long  droughts,  and  consequent  scarcity 
of  food. 

17.  In  some  cases,  labourers  who  had  left  the  properties  to  which  they  belonged,  have  returned 
and  again  located  themselves  there. 

18.  To  domestic  service,  trades,  and  huckstering, 

19.  Since  my  last  report  no  application  has  been  made  to  me  for  emigration  certificates,  but  I  have 
heard  of  some  certificates  having  been  granted  by  other  magistrates  of  this  parish.  From  my 
knowledge  of  the  negro  character,  and  his  strong  attachment  to  the  place  of  his  birth,  I  feel  assured 
that  it  must  require  very  artful  persuasions  and  alluripg  temptations  to  induce  him  to  quit  his  native 
soil. 

20.  In  following  up  the  foregoing  answer,  I  should  say  that  their  emigration  has  certainly  not 
been  spontaneous. 

21.  Not  having  granted  any  certificates  of  emigration,  I  cannot  of  myself  answer  this  question; 
but  on  a  reference  to  the  churchwardens,  I  learn  that  they  are  chiefly  adult  males. 

22.  I  do  not  think  we  have  a  surplus  population. 

23.  Parents  appear  more  anxious  about  the  welfare  of  their  children  in  training  them  to  habits  of 
industry,  and  their  aversion  to  agricultural  pursuits  has  greatly  abated.  * 

24.  In  this  parish  we  have  a  church,  four  chapels,  ami  seven  public  schools  in  operation,  and  a 
chapel  on  a  very  large  scale  in  course  of  erection  in  the  most  populous  district  of  the  parish.  The 
accommodation  which  these  buildings  afford  is  greater  than  the  attendance  of  persons  at  them. 

25.  Children  are  readily  employed  for  hire  when  the  parents  do  not  object,  and  I  am  happy  to  say 
their  indisposition  to  train  them  to  agricultural  pursuits  is  by  no  means  so  great  as  it  was. 

26.  The  labourers  do  take  an  interest  in  complexional  distinctions,  and  their  preference  as  to 
confidence  in  the  respective  classes  is  in  favour  of  the  whites. 

27.  Certainly  not 

28.  They  are. 

29.  The  present  judicial  system,  conducted  as  it  is  under  the  supervision  of  this  tribunal,  is  more 
conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  labouring  population  than  that  which  prevailed  during  the  general 
employment  of  the  late  special  magistrates. 

.  io«  The  institution  of  Courts  of  Reconciliation  b  fully  known  to  the  labourers,  who  readily  attend 
when  summoned  as  jurors,  and  they  seem  to  take  an  interest  in  the  proceedings. 

SI.  By  means  of  these  tribunals,  I  have  been  successful  on  all  occasions  in  reconciling  differences, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  the  permanent  establishment  of  them  will  be  beneficial  to  the  working  dasses, 
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*— •  33.  Tliis  cannot  be  fully  answered  at  present,  t)ie  crop  being  now  in  course  of  reaping* 

34.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  collect  satisfactory  information  on  this  head,  owing  to  the  reluctance 
of  parties  to  aid  the  ioquiry^  ftom  the  idea  that  it  is  done  for  the  purpose  of  taxation. 
.    35.  Provisions  are  plentiful,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  a  scarcity  of  food. 

36.  The  prospects  of  the  ensuing  cr^p  are  very  cheering,  owing  to  the  early  and  favourable  season 
of  the  year. 

37.  There  has  been  a  greatly  increased  demand  on  the  part  of  the  labourers  for  the  luxuries  of  Kfe, 
since  freedom. 

38.  Savings*  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies  must  prove  beneficial  to  the  labouring  classes ;  the  latter, 
which  are  established  to  sooae  extent,  have  worked  well  in  improving  their  conduct  and  morals,  and  as 
they  readily  contribute  to  them,  and  feel  a  pride  in  becoming  members,  I  have  no  doubt  they  would 
lend  their  support  to  promote  Savings'  Banks,  as  the  surest  means  of  securing  their  surplus  savings. 

39.  I  think  they  may  be  regarded  as  the  happiest  peasantry  in  the  world. 

40.  The  experience  I  have  had  since  my  last  report,  leads  me  again  to  remark  that  we  are  greatly 
in  want  of  snmmary  relief  in  cases  of  minor  trespasses,  detinue  trover,  and  X  may  add  slander :  enact- 
ments on  these  heads  are  much  to  be  desired,  particularly  in  reference  to  the  speedy  redress  they  would 
afford  to  the  poorer  classes,  who  have  not  the  means  of  carrying  their  grievances  through  the  ordinar> 
Courts. 

(Signed)  Joseph  P.  Evelyn,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  6.--Parisk  of  St  Peter. 

The  Report  from  the  Police  Magistrate  for  the  Parish  of  St.  Peter,  is  absent,  owing  to  the  decease 
of  J.  T.  Corbin,  Esq.  at  that  period. 

Joseph  Garraway,  Acting  Private  Secretary. 


No.  7.— Parish  of  St.  Thwnas. 

I  have  the  honour  to  state,  that  I  see  no  reason  to  alter  or  add  to  my  former  reports  on  this  subject, 
from  No.  1  to  18.  To  Nos.  19,  20,  and  21,  I  am  very  happy  in  being  able  to  say  that  only  one  per- 
son has  emigrated  from  my  district,  and  he  was  no  loss,  being  a  man  of  very  roving  disposition,  and 
as  I  have  since  been  informed,  soon  fell  a  victim  to  the  climate  of  Demerara.  I  have  been  unwearied 
in  my  exertions  in  watching  over  the  emigration  agents,  as  I  am  certain  that  they  are  most  insidious 
and  dangerous  enemies  to  the  labouring  population,  holding  out  to  them  such  inducements  as  are  apt 
to  lead  away  persons  of  some  knowledge ;  and  how  much  easier  is  it  to  make  an  Impression  on  the 
ignorant  minds  of  the  labourers,  many  of  whom  have  never  travelled  further  from  the  estate  or  place  of  his 
or  her  domicile  than  to  town  or  market.  Most  sincerely  do  I  hope  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  our  valuable  island  will  get  rid  of  the  emigration  agents,  as  they,  in  conjunction  with  a  portion 
of  our  public  press,  are  at  this  time  the  only  bar  to  its  peace,  contentment,  and  happiness. 

30  and  31.  I  believe  I  was  one  of  the  first  magistrates  who  formed  Courts  of  Reconciliation,  the 
successful  and  happy  effects  of  which  have  been  already  reported  to  his  Excellency. 

It  gives  me  also  pleasure  to  observe  their  thirst  after  knowledge,  for  so  anxious  and  pleased  are  they 
to  serve  as  jurors,  that  they  frequently  volunteer  their  services  in  that  capacity.  I  have  had  many  op- 
portunities of  bringing  these  tribunals  into  operation  for  the  adjustment  of  their  differences ;  and  so 
well  am  I  convinced  that  their  permanent  establishment  will  be  attended  with  advantage  to  the  labour- 
ing population,  that  I  hold  a  Court  of  Reconciliation  on  every  Saturday,  and  am  happy  to  say  that 
the  conduct  of  the  jurors  has  hitherto  met  my  entire  approval. 

S3.  The  sugar  crop  in  my  district  is  not  more  than  half  reaped;  I  cannot  therefore  say  what  quantity 
of  sugar  is  likely  to  be  made  this  year  for  the  labourers,  but  will  report  fully  on  this  subject  in  my  next 
return. 

34.  I  think  I  may  venture  to  say  that  the  labourers  have  as  many  bead  of  stock  now  in  their  pos- 
session as  they  had  last  year,  if  not  more. 

35.  It  is  most  pleasing  to  observe  that  the  planters  have  returned  to  their  old  system  of  plnntinj^ 
plenty  of  provisions  of  all  kinds;  and  should  the  present  good  weather  continue,  I  think  we  shall  have 
no  cause  to  apprehend  any  scarcity  for  the  next  year. 

36.  This  month  has  commenced  most  favourably  for  the  ensuing  sugar  crop;  and  should  it  please  the 
Lord  to  continue  the  showers,  a  plenteous  crop  may  reasonably  be  anticipated  for  next  year,  the  culti- 
vation through  the  whole  of  this  district  being  excellent. 

40.  The  labourers  in  my  district,  and  I  believe  generally,  sufier  much  from  the  tantalizing  conduct 
of  tailors,  who  oflen  retain  for  a  considerable  time  the  cloth  given  them  to  make  articles  of  apparel, 
and  in  many  cases  defraud  the  owner  of  the  cloth  itself;  I  therefore  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to 
recommend  the  passing  of  a  law  to  remedy  this  evil. 

(Signed)  J.  Carew,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  S.—Paruh  of  St,  Joteph. 

I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  my  replies  to  the  quarterly  questions  on  the  working  of  the  free  sys- 
tem, scarcely  differ  in  a  single  point  from  those  given  before. 

14.  The  renewal  of  the  island  laws  has  not  yet  been  felt  among  us,  though  I  anticipate  the  same 
resistance  to  the  new  contract  act  that  has  been  absurdly  exhibited  in  some  other  parishes. 

19.  Only  two  or  three  instances  of  emigration  have  as  yet  occurred,  and  I  will  still  hope  that  the 
excitement  in  other  parishes  may  not  reach  this. 

(Signed)  W.  S.  Austin,  Police  Magistrate* 


No.  9. — Parish  of  SL  Lucy. 

1.  Rather  worse  than  for  some  tame  previous,  they  are  very  indolent  and  disorderly,  and  much  ih* 
posed  to  vice. 

2.  Assault  and  battery,  thefl,  debt,  and  injury  to  property. 

3.  The  feeling  generally  is  good,  except  when  interrupted  by  seditioU?  publications* 
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'  4.  I  believe  the  interest  of  employer  and  labourer  would  be  established,  if  there  were  no  external       BARBADOS', 
intervention.  -p<^^. 

5.  ,Tbey  do  not  perform  their  work  as  wlllingty  as  last  reported  by  me,  and  I  ascribe  ii  to  their 
having:  listened  too  readily  to  mischievous  advisers. 

6.  Nine  hours  per  diem  out  of  crop  time,  performed  when  most  convenient  to  the  labourers,  and 
duriii^  the  crop,  extra  payment  for  any  work  done  over  nine  hours. 

.   7.  Task  work  is  now  g^enerally  preferred,  both  by  employers  and  labourers. 

8.  Two  bits  eack  per  dc^,  and  in  reaping  season  a  half-bit  additional  per  hogshead,  to  all  employed, 
about  the  mill  and  boiling  house,  as  an  equivalent  for  time  spent  beyond  nine  hours  in  the  manufacture 
of  sugav, 

9..  The  labourers  are  generally  supplied  with  lodgings,  and  the  great  majority  of  them  have  com» 
fortajble  houses  gratuitously ;  they  have  also  on  most  estates  a  quarter  of  an  i^re  of  cultivable  land 
each,  and  no  change  made  for  rent  of  it. 

10.  When  the  labourers  bestow  their  labour  on  other  estates  than  those  on  which  they  have  houses 
and  Jand,  they  are  generally  charged  from  half-bit  to  one  bit  fbr  each  day's  absence,  but  not  other-* 
wise* 

11.  No  contracts  for  work  have  ever  been  made ;  in  jriving  task  work  the  employers  and  labourers 
are  generally  guided  by  the  scale  of  labour  established  at  the  commencement  of  the  apprenticeship. 

12.  They  have  an  objection  to  be  restrained  by  any  agreement,  either  verbal  or  written. 

13.  Very  litigiously  disposed. 

14.  Has  not  yet  produced  the  desired  eflfect,  no  contract  being  entered  into,  and  a  spirit  of  vagrancy 
seeming  to  influence  the  labouring  class. 

15.  In  no  case  since  my  last  report. 

1^4  A  diminution  has  taken  place,  and  particularly  latterly,  which  I  think  is  daily  increasing,  as  ap 
pears  to  me,  from  the  several  inducements  held  out  to  them  to  emigrate  to  British  Guiana,  from  the 
many  certi&cates  applied  for  for  that  purpose. 

17.  A  great  many  did  return,  but  they  are  very  unsettled ;  they  do  not  appear  to  evince  much  attach- 
ment to  the  estates  on  which  they  have  been  born  and  brought  up,  and  I  attribute  this  apparent  change 
in  their  sentiments  to  their  willingness  to  listen  to  the  deceptions  practised  upon  them  by  artful  and 
designing  persons. 

IB.  Hawking  and  pedling,  infesting  the  towns,  and  passing  themselves  ofiT  as  domestics. 

19.  Twelve  persons  have  obtained  certificates  of  emigration  from  this  parish,  attributable  to  the 
causes  hereinbefore  adverted  to  in  reply  to  question  No.  16. 

20.  I  certainly  conceive  that  their  emigration  has  not  been  spontaneous,  and  that  they  have  beea 
urged  to  it  by  the  publications  in  that  mischievous  publication,  the  Liberal^  and  the  machinations  of  a 
Mr.  Thomas  Day,  of  British  Guiana. 

21.  Seven  males  and  five  females  have  obtained  certificates  for  emigration,  generally  adults  and  able- 
bodied  persons. 

22.  i  am  of  opinion  that  agricultural  labourers  cannot  be  spared* 

23.  Their  condition  is  good,  they  are  supported  by  their  parents,  but  mostly  out  of  the  means  of  the 
estate  on  which  they  live. 

24.  The  parish  only  supplies  one  large  school  room ;  there  are  numerous  private  schools,  where  edu- 
cation may  be  acquired  very  eheaply.  The  attendance  at  church  and  in  the  schools  is  equal  to  the 
accommodation. 

25.  Very  few  capable  of  doing  any  thing  are  allowed  by  their  parents  to  remain  on  any  estate  during 
the  day ;  the  parents  have  a  decided  objection  to  training  them  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  they  are 
generally  apprenticed  to  trades,  going  to  school)  or  wasting  their  time  in  idleness. 

26.  None. 

27.  None. 

28.  They  are  fuHy  aware  of  it 

29.  Happier  under  this  tribunal,  being  less  restrained  than  during  the  apprenticeship. 

SO.  They  are  fully  aware  of  it,  and  attend  very  readily,  and  seem  to  take  great  interest  in  it. 
31.  I  have  had  weekly  and  continued  opportunities  for  several  months  past,  and  I  think  that  their 
permanent  establishment  will  be  attended  with  the  most  beneficial  results  to  the  working  classes. 
92.  The  present  system  I  conceive  most  conducive  to  their  happiness  and  welfare. 

33.  It  is  too  early  in  the  season  to  ascertain  these  facts,  as  the  labourers*  sugar  has  not  yet  been 
reaped. 

34.  On  all  estates  they  keep  sheep,  pigs,  goals,  and  poultry,  to  a  great  extent,  and  on  some  they  pos- 
sess horned  cattle. 

35.  Ground  provisions,  corn,  &c.,  have  been  planted  largely,  but  owing  to  unfavourable  weather,  a 
short  crop  has  been  reaped  ;  should  anything  occur  to  prevent  the  supply  of  foreign  provisions,  much 
want  is  to  be  apprehended. 

36.  The  sugar  crop  now  in  progress  of  reaping  is  as  short  as  has  ever  been  known ;  the  young  crop 
for  the  ensuing  year  is  at  present  very  promising ;  the  season  has  been  very  unfavourable  for  the  pre* 
sent  crop. 

37.  There  has  been,  especially  for  articles  of  dress. 

38.  I  do  not  think  that  Savings'  Banks  or  Friendly  Societies  would  be  contributed  to  by  the  labour-     * 
ers,  as  I  believe  they  speud  their  money  a»  fast  as  earned, 

89.  In  comparing  their  situation  with  that  of  the  peasantry  of  England,  and  particularly  that  of 
Ireland,  as  it  has  come  under  my  observation,  I  consider  the  labourers  of  Barbados  a  very  happy 
peasantry  as  at  present  circumstanced* 

40.  I  think  that  a  trespass  act  being  in  force  in  this  island,  would  be  very  beneficial  to  the  commu- 
nity in  general, 

(Signed)  A.  H.  Morris,  Police  Magistrate. 

No.  10. — Pamh  of  St.  Andrew. 

1.  They  have  done  no  violence  to  their  superiors,  but  are  much  addicted  to  disputation  and  conse* 
qnent  litigation  with  each  other;  they  are  in  general  civil,  except  to  those  with  whom  they  are  located; 
they  are  more  industrious  than  in  the  first  year  of  their  fVeedom,  bnt  are  nevertheless  irregular  iu  their 
attendance  at  work,  and  require  constant  inspection  to  the  execution  and  amount  of  the  quantity  which 
they  should  perform. 
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BARBAPW-  ^*  Thedt  ii^uvy  io  property^  assaidlflv  and  bsttmy^  chi«fly  m^^ainst  each  other,  and  debt 

—.^  8.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  want  of  good  feeling  between  the  employers  and  labourers,  and  yet  Jt* 

must  be  admitted  that  their  rtlatioBS  wtlh^eaeh  olher  im  interrupted  and  disorganized  by  very  trifling 
causes. 

.  i.  J  do ;  when  their  present  relations  era  nort  expended,  they  must  S(ttam  the  conviction  that  each 
is  necessary  to  the  other. 

5.  I  cannot  say  that  they  do,  and  tfaay  are  wry  mudi  disposed  to  execute  it  hnpcrfectfy  and  slovenly, 
although  some  creditable  exoeptioM  lo  this  repseseiitntion  exist.  I  camtot  asngn  a  cause,  as  none  has 
ever  been  oonniMinicatad  to  me. 

6.  During  the  crop  season  the  nine  hours'  labour  demanded  for  a  day,  is  usually  taken  in  three  spelb 
g£  three  hours  each*  one  haur  for  bvaakSnt*  and  two  for  dinder  being  allowed ;  in  the  present  year  a 
disinclination  to  render  nine  hours'  labour  has  been  exftiibited. 

7.  Task  work  is  less  resorted  to  than  formerly,  from  the  imperfect  and  dovenly  manner  in  which  it 
was  executed  by  the  labourers. 

8.  The  fleld  or  agriculluiaUabmMvn  am  usually  fmid  by  the  wedc,  at  two  bits  per  day  for  f^ 

one  and  a  half  bit  for  second  class ;  superintendents,  watchmen,  stock-keepers,  &c.,  are  generally  paid* 
per  month. 

9.  They  may  genendly  be  said,  to  be  so  supplied^  by  fiur  the  greater  number  of  their  bonses  are 
very  comfortable,  and  have  been  rendered  so  at  considerable  outlay  to  the  proprietors.  They  are 
generally  granted  a  plot  of  land  g^tuitoosly ;  but  with  a  view  to  retaining  them  steadily  to  tiieir 
work  in  the  absence  of  some  other  rescmice,  when  they  leave  without  giving  previous  notice,  a  bit  a 
day  is  demanded  for  rent. 

10.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  g^ant  of  a  house  and  garden  was  primarily  intended  by  the  proprietors 
of  this  island,  as  an  inducement  to  labour  continuously  for  the  granter,  and  should  I  think  supersede 
legal  influent  by  contract,  to  which  the  labourers  gener^ly  have  an  insurmountable  objection.  Rents 
for  the  cottage  and  land  have  been  adopted  by  the  gpreater  nufflber  of  proprietors,  who  demand  it  as 
a  protection  against  the  wandering  propensity  of  the  labourer;  it  is  a  fruitful  source  of  misunderstand- 
ing for  although  the  iaboarer  will  avoid  bis  engagement,  he  feels  great  objecttoo  to  making  the 
amend  by  the  paymeai  of  rest* 

r  11.  The  higher  class  of  labourers,  as  superintendents,  stock- keepers,  watchmen,  and  domestics,  are 
usually  employed  at  a  given  rate  of  wages  per  month,  which  would  seem  to  imply  a  continuous 
engagement  fw  such  a  period.  The  field  labourer's  engagement  Is  generally  eonfined  to  a  day;  they 
entertain  an  insurmountable  objection  to  specific  agreemcaflsof  any  descriplkin,  and  no<locHnent  for 
such  a  purpose  has  ev«r  been  lodged  in  my  oflke. 

12.  They  are  avetse  to  any.  agreement 

13.  Quarrelsome  and  litigious,  although  I  would  not  say  revengeful. 

14.  It  1ms  ;  althoa^h  tb^  km  adofScd  the  avoidance  of  contracts,  they  are  protected  from  som* 
mary  ejectment  by  law ;  no  complaint  against  a  vagrant  has  ever  been  submitted  to  me. 

15.  f  have  not  had  occasion  to  act  on  any  such  complaint, 

16.  I  think  there  has,  and  if  tlw  peraicious  iafluenoe  of  easigration  agents  is  not  superseded*  the 
agitation  which  they  create  will  eventnally  lead  to  the  alienation  of  numbers  of  peo^  who  have 
bUherto  lived  together  ia  peace  and  contentment 

17.  Although  aome  have  letnnwd,  others  have  subsequently  quitted,  and  this  state  of  vacillation 
and  uncertainty  is  the  source  of  much  embarrassment  and  loss  to  the  proprietors ;  yet  I  do  think 
they  are  in  general  attached  to  the  estates  on  which  they  have  been  bom  and  brought  up. 

18.  They  adopt  such  a  variety  of  occupation  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  attach  them  to  any. 

19.  Only  four  persaas  have  reeeived  eerrtlfioatea  for  emigration  during  the  past  quarter  at  this  office, 
one  of  them  has  since  informed  me  that  he  does  not  intend  to  quit,  and  I  am  not  certain  that  the  other 
three  have  done  so ;  all  three  persons  were  out  of  place  at  the  time  of  their  application,  and  three  of 
them  had  been  wandering  from  an  early  period  after  their  emancipation.  The  mass  of  the  populatbn 
of  this  parish  appear  indisposed  to  emigrate — a  few  may  adopt  it  from  curiosity,  and  are  strongly 
influenced  by  the  pledge  which  has  been  held  out  to  them  of  bemg  enabled  to  return  if  they  dislike 
the  change.  I  think  the  aeasoK  <if  irritation  has  been  taken  undue  advantage  of  by  the  emigration 
agents,  to  exact  ami  ohtein  their  pledges  of  making  this  singular^experiment. 

20.  This  question  has  been  answcrred  in  the  foregoing  reply. 

21.  Two  men  and  two  lads,  no  fonaie  has  applied  to  the  present  time. 

22.  I  am  not  of  opinion  that  there  is  any  surplus  of  agpriculturai  labourers ;  there  are  plenty  of 
idlers  to  be  seen  almost  everywhere. 

23.  They  are  supported  by  their  parents  ;  some  are  sent  to  school,  some  are  apprenticed  to  trades, 
some  are  hired  by  their  parents  to  olber  labourers  as  drudges,  but  by  far  the  greater  number  of  those 
&  for  employment  hve.  ia  idlcnesa. 

24.  There  is  a  school  of  the  Established  Church  and  a  Wesleyan  school,  the  parish  church  and  a 
aoiaU  chapel  of  the  established  Chateh  of  Engknd,  and  also  a  Wesleyan  chapel ;  the  attendance  at 
each  of  these  ||laoaa  is,  I  believe,  folly  equal  to  the  accommodation. 

25.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  are  refused  employment ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  that  much  entreaty  and 
considerable  inducements  have  been  tendered  to  the  parents  as  well  as  the  children,  to  induce  them  to 
become  useful,  but  they  coniinae  to  veiiat  all  Inducement;  and  adults  are  obliged  to  be  employed  in 
the  care  of  stock  and  other  duties,  for  which  laboorers  of  1^  value  would  be  equally  availabfe. 

20.  I  do  not  think  aa. 
37.  I  have  never  witaesaed  any  waA  desire^ 
28.  They  are  fully  aware  of  it. 
•  39.  I  think  the  utility  of  tha  AmhAaat  GouK  of  A|^ieal  is  duly  appreciated  by  every  intelligent 
member  of  this  community,  and  is  the  most  appreciable  to  the  labouring  classes. 

30.  They  are  generally  aware  of  it.  I  haire  always  obtained  their  ready  and  willing  attendance  as 
jurors,  and  they  evince  a  patient  attention  to  it»  objects,  and  much  interest  in  the  proceedings. 

31.  They  are  frequently  resorted  to,  by  me,  as  a  most  desirable  agency  in  the  discharge  of  my 
duties;  the  decision  has  not  been  objected  agamst  in  any  instance,  and  I  have  witnessed  many  times 
the  practical  beaafit  of  self«oonviotioau  and  iaomedii^  reconciliation,  wheve  I  could  not  have  attained 
any  similar  advMitage  by  the  ordinary  administratkm  of  the  law. 

32.  Replied  to  in  aaawer  39. 

.  33.  I  have  not  hegn  abb  to  obtain  any  information  on  this  subject 

34.  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  information  on  this  subject. 

35.  I  should  hope  so. 
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'    M.  The  teaMXi  h«  not,  I  Qowem»be«ii  a^ry  frfvoordUe  one,  Ikt  gcmr^l  state  of  eultivstion  In       BARBADOS, 
this  parish  has  considerably  improTed,  and  the  crop  of  yoniig  cases  very  promisiii^  at  present  m^mmm 

37.  There  has  been  a  cejwkksably  jpcteneed  ^denaiid,  and  tbey  aeeni  to  him  acquired  ample 
■leans  for  the  mdul|:ence. 

38.  Of  Savings'  Banks  I  caaiiot  expiess  any  adier  opinion,  except  that  F  do  not  think  ihat  the 
labourers  would  be  forward  in  offering  deposits  in  them.  Friendly  Societies  I  think  more  to  their 
immediate  wishes  and  wants*  The  recorder  of  St  Andrew's  parish  has  organiied  soeh  a  society,  and 
I  ^ink  the  labourers  have  been  benefited  by  it^  aiihoagh  the  moral  restraiots  which  it  imposes  has 
occasioned  some  to  secede  who  jomed;  and  with  the  clergy  of  the  parish  I  think  it  is  most  likely  to 
extend  its  benefit 

39.  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  nudcmg  a  eompariaen,  bot-as  I  have  ample  opportunity  of  esti-r 
mating  the  resources  they  possess,  if  they  are  net  happy,  I  think  they  have  only  themselves  to 
blame. 

40.  I  decline  to  offer  any  suggestion  at  present. 

(Sigaed)  Jamib  S.  Basoom,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  12.— Bb™*  ofSi.  Michael,  BHdgttown. 

I.  Generally  speaking  quiet  and  orderly  with  few  exceptions,  but  much  indined  to  idleness. 
S.  Of  petty  thefts,  aud  assaults  and  batteries. 

8.  There  is  a  great  distrust  of  their  employers,  attributable  to  the  inflammatory  and  higMy  tnju« 
&ious  remarks  of  an  island  joomal.  and  particularly  so  ia  the  delusinre  hc^ies  heki  out  to  them  for 
bettering  their  condition  by  emigration. 

•  4.  We  should  sincerely  deprecate  any  external  intervention^  as  we  conceive,  if  left  to  itself,  the 
common  mterest  will  produce  a  general  good  undecstanding  between  parties  so  itoanectsd  as  labonref 
and  employer. 

5.  We  should  say  rather  mote  willingly  than  at  the  tione  we  made  oar  last  retom,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  it  will  continue  30,  if  their  minds  are  not  allured  by  the  deceit  of  emigratioa  agents. 

6.  From  7  to  10,  and  from  11  to  4. 

7.  Hiere  is  a  great  deal  of  task  work  accomplished  in  this  parish,  biit  when  objections  are  made 
diey  are  generally  on  the  part  of  the  laboorer^  who  is  not  fiequeotly  inclined  to  perform  any  quantity 
of  work. 

d.  Two  bits  per  diem,  and  an  increase  of  about  one-third  aose  during  the  niaan&etiNriag  of  sugar, 
when  they  are  frequently  employed  beyond  the  usual  time,  as  slated  in  answer  to  the  ^h  query ;  in 
all  soch  cases,  liberal  payment  and  atlowanoes  are  made  §or  the  extra  time. 

9.  They  are  so,  as  long  as  they  continue  to  work  on  the  estates  011  whidi  they  are  located,  aad 
that  gratis ;  in  some  cases^  an  extra  portioa  of  land  is  hired  them,  at  tlie  rate  of  finom  seven  to  ten 
poands  per  acre. 

10.  The  occupation  of  the  house  and  privilege  of  ^pbntiag  and  reaping  the  firuits  of  the  land,  is 

Soerally  held  out  to  them  as  a  bonus  for  continued  labour  five  days  in  the  week,  on  Uieir  locatkn  ; 
tt  it  usually  forms  no  part  of  the  payment  of  their  daily  labour.  ^ 

II.  The  labourer  is  entirely  averse  to  written  agreements  and  seldom  or  never  nsakessay.  He 
nsually  engages  verbally,  but  for  no  specified  time,  and  can  quit  whenever  he  pleases.  Of  course 
no  records  have  been  lodged  in  our  office. 

12.  Answered  by  the  preceding. 

13.  They  have  but  little  confidence  in  each  other,  and  are  most  TitTgiously  inclined ;  they  fly  to  the 
law  to  remedy  fancied  as  well  as  real  grievances. 

14.  tliese  acts  have  been  lately  remodelled  ;  we  cannot  bat  trust  ihat  the  law  regukttng  ih^  rela- 
tions between  masters  and  servants  will  be  highly  beneficial  to  both  parties.  No  case  under  the 
vagrant  act  came  before  us. 

15.  No  case  of  this  nature  has  come  before  us  since  (Mir  tostaaswewu 

16.  In  reply  to  this  question  last  year  we  answered  in  the  negative,  \mk  saeh  hspes  are  jmst  hJMf 
(we  beHeve)  held  out  to  the  labourer  by  well  paid  and  iattfested  sfecnietars  aad  egeots,  mad  he  irso 
assured  that  he  will  better  his  condition,  that  we  are  afraid  that  a  sensible  diminution  is  taking  place.  > 

17.  In  many  instances  they  have  returned  to  the  properties  they  lamovad  frosBu  It  is  only  the  aged 
and  infirm,  and  fathers  and  mothers  of  large  families,  who  seem  attached  to  tilie  anil  tbey  have  ineo 
bred  and  bom  on. 

18.  Huckstering  and  petty  trading,  and  as  porteta,  aad  employment  «a  board  of  Alps  in  stowii^ 
away  sugars,  &c.,  where  they  get  ample  payment 

19.  Not  many  agricultural  labourers,  but  many  others  ;  we  eaanot  stale  ^e  namhera.  The 
labourers*  novel  propensity  for  emigration  appears  to  arise  tem  the  specious  acts  of  anprincipled 
persons,  terming  themselves  emigration  agents,  who  hokiont  boons  to.theai,  ve  fear  aeaerSo  he  realised. 

20.  We  cannot  think  the  emigration  of  the  labourers  to  be  generally  spontaneaas,  bat  chiefly^ 
arising  firom  the  mercenary  wiles  of  adventurers. 

21.  Few  children  have  left,  except  those  with  their  parents  (who  have  gone  to  a  he^hier  elime  thaw 
British  Guiana),  to  enter  into  domestic  service ;  tiie  aduHs  are  generally  •€?  a  middie  age,  aad  we  ehoald 
say  that  the  males  preponderate.  1 

22.  We  do  not  think  any  portion  of  our  agricultural  labourers  could  be  spared  firani  the  iriand 
generally;  there  is  certainly  a  rednndant  popalatien  in  Bridgieiawn»  many  ti  whom  eouldbe  wcA 
spared. 

23.  Very  bad  indeed,  their  parents  usually  supply  their  wants  and  bring  them  up  in  idleness  aad 
bad  habits ;  a  great  increase  in  the  number  of  juvenile  offieaders  has  taken  place  siooe  last  year. 

24.  There  are  six  chapels  or  licensed  places  for  public  womhip  in  this  parish,  besides  St  Michad'a 
Cathedml ;  they  altogether  will  contain  about  6,000  persons;  tbey  are  seaecely  ar  eaer  full,  therefore  we 
should  say  there  is  accommodation.  There  are  eleven  public  schools  well  attended,  besides  many  private 
ones ;  and  these  are  increasing,  from  the  indefotigable  zeal  aad  pious  endeavoois  af  the  lord  bishop 
and  his  clergy,  and  all  in  authority,  to  facilitate  moial  and  reiigioiis  InstmctiQU,  and  to  extend  the  benefit 
of  education. 

^b.  They  would  most  readily  be  employed  on  hire  by  the  owners  and  managers  of  estates,  but  the 
parents  are  particularly  averse  to  bring  their  cbiklren  up  to  agricultural  labour,  or  in  fact  to  any  pro- 
per pursoit ;  they  generally  keep  them  at  home  for  their  owa  pnrposes. 
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.I1ARBA.D0S*  26.  They  appear  to  repose  more  confidence  in  the  white  population  (with  some  fe.v  exceptiovs). 

and  generally,  in  all  cases  of  liti^^ation»  prefer  to  be  tried  by  them.  ) 

27.  The  very  reverse  is  the  case ;  we  conceive  the  authorities  and  gentry  are  doing  all  in  their 
power  both  by  precept  and  example,  to  elevate  the  newly  emancipated  in  the  scale  of  society ;  and 
that  no  individual  of  education  or  respectability  would  even  wish  a  state  of  slavery  prolonged. 

28.  Universally  so,  and  we  give  them  most  particular  information  on  the  subjecU  and  afford  them 
every  facility  to  appeal  from  our  decisions. 

29.  Most  unquestbnably  preferable  under  this  valuable  court,  who  sit  publicly  in  Bridgetown* 
under  the  immediate  eye  of  the  Executive,  and  who  execute  their  duties  zealously  for  the  public  weal, 
and  most  scrupulously  to  the  welfare  of  the  labourers ;  and  this  c^inion  is  abubd^ntly  confirmed  by 
the  conduct  of  the  court  since  this  query  was  answered  last  year. 

30.  This  question  can  be  more  fully  answered  by  the  police  magistrates  of  the  rural  districts  ;  in 
all  cases  of  minor  assaults,  we  try  to  reconcile  the  parties,  and  frequently  succeed.  i 

31.  Answered  by  the  last. 
82.  Most  unquestionably  preferable  under  this  valuable  court,  who  sit  publicly  in  Bridgetown, 

under  the  immediate  eye  of  the  Executive,  and  who  execute  their  duties  zealously  for  the  public  weal, 
and  most  scrupulously  to  the  welfare  of  the  labourers,  and  this  opinion  is  abundantly  confirmed  by  the 
conduct  of  the  court  since  this  query  was  answered  last  year. 

33.  We  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  this  point  satisfactorily.  We  know  that  a  great  deal  of  si^jrar 
has  generally  been  made  from  the  lands  in  possession  of  the  labourers,  most  of  such  lands  being 
planted  in  canes  and  making  a  good  return. 

34.  This  cannot  be  ascertained,  the  planters  generally  taking  no  interest  in  the  questions  asked  of 
them*  We,  however,  know  firom  our  own  experience,  that  the  market  is  generally  supplied  with 
poultry  and  pork  from  the  labourers.  * 

35.  We  believe  there  is ;  both  the  planter  and  labourer  have  seen  the  fallacy  of  confining  them«> 
selves  to  the  cultivation  of  the  staple  commodity  alone,  and  although  a  great  drought  has  prevailed,^ 
yet  a  large  quantity  of  ground  provisions  has  been  planted. 

36.  From  planters  of  experience  "we  are  happy  to  hear  that  the  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  are 
exceedingly  good ;  the  season  has  been  most  favourable  for  the  last  few  months. 

37.  There  has  been,  but  more  particularly  in  the  articles  of  dress. 

38.  We  think  they  would  be  beneficial,  but  the  labourer  is  so  unreflectingt  and  so  little  inclined  io 
consider  for  to-morrow,  that  we  believe  few,  if  any,  would  subscribe  to  such  an  institution,  or  be  made 
to  understand  its  benefits.  ' 

39.  Unquestionably,  and  beyond  a  doubt  more  happy  than  the  peasantry  of  Ireland;  and  taking 
climate  into  consideration,  better  off  than  thai  class  of  persons  in  England.  A.s  soon  as  the  diffusion' 
of  religious  knowledge  takes  place,  and  they  better  understand  their  moral  obligations,  the  peasantry 
will  be  as  happy  and  contented  as  anywhere  else. 

40.  None.  If  the  labourer  is  lefl  to  himself,  and  not  taught  to  consider  his  situation  bad,  by 
selfish  and  interested  parties  ignorant  of  our  localities,  asperities  will  soften  down,  and  things  generally 
merge  into  a  proper  understanding ;  and  we  should  respectfully  and  humbly  express  a  wish,  ihat  those 
good  laws  passed  for  the  general  good,  by  the  local  legislature,  in  the  true  spirit  of  justice  and 
f  quity  to  all  parties,  may  be  allowed  to  take  effect,  particularly  the  vagrant  act,  and  that  for  regulating 
the  relation  between  masters  and  servants. 

(Si^«l)  R-HKN-.Jp^HeeMagi^rate,.       ; 


Questions  for  Quarterly  Reply  from  the  Pdlce  Magistracy  of  the  Island  of  Barbados. 
Between  \st  April  and  ZOih  June^  1840. 

I.  What  has  been'  the  gen^nl  conduct  of  the  labourers  in  the  parish  under  your  magisterial 
jurisdiction,  since  your  last  quarterly  report? 

2*  Of  what  particular  description  of  offences  do  the  majority  of  the  cases  brought  before  yon, 
consist? 

3.  Is  there  any  want  of  good  feeling  between  the  labourers  and  their  employers ;  and  if  so,  to 
what  cause  do  you  attribute  it? 

4.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  common  interests  of  the  employers  and  labourers  will  gradually 
tend,  in  the  altered  condition  of  colonial  society,  to  the  establishment  of  a  good  understanding 
between  those  classes,  without  the  aid  of  external  intervention  ?  j 

5.  Do  the  labourers  perform  their  work  willingly;  and  if  not,  to  what  cause  do  you  ascribe  it? 

6.  What  are  the  working  hours  generally  in  use  in  your  parish  ? 

7.  Is  task  work  generally  resorted  to  in  your  parish  ?  if  not,  does  the  objection  lie  with  the  masters 
or  the  labourers? 

8.  What  is  the  ordinary  rate  of  wages,  and  how  are  the  labourers  paid  in  the  reaping  season,  as 
well  as  in  other  months  ? 

9.  Are  the  labourers  generally  supplied  with  lodging  and  a  spot  of  cultivable  land  upon  the 
estates  on  which  they  may  engage  to  work?  if  so,  upon  what  terms? 

10.  Is  the  occupation  of  the  house,  and  the  privilege  of  planting  the  piece  of  ground  attached  to  it, 
mutually  understood  as  forming  a  set-off  against  the  payment  of  the  full  daily  value  of  the  labourer*8 
work ;  or  is  the  rent  of  the  house  and  land  a  distinct  charge,  having  no  reference  to  the  estate  duty 
performed  by  the  labourer? 

II.  What  is  the  general  practice  pursued  in  your  parish  in  hiring  labourers?  are  they  engaged 
simply  to  perform  day  labour,  which  engagement  is  only  binding  for  one  day?  or  do  they  usually  enter 
into  verbal  or  written  agreements  for  any  specified  term — say  weekly,  monthly,  or  yearly ;  and  if 
80,  are  any  records  of  that  nature  lodged  in  your  office  ? 

12,  Are  the  labourers  disposed  generally  to  prefer  written  to  verbal  agreements? 

13.  Are  the  labourers,  in  their  general  intercourse  with  each  other,  upon  a  happy  footing,  or 
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houses  6t  landaf  by  laljotirers,  frotit  th^ptatitaiions  on  which  they  have  been  working — if  so,  where       BARBADOS, 
does  the  fault  generally  exist;  in  the  employer^,  the  labourers,  or  both?  *  ---4— 

'  16.  Are  yon  Of  oph^ion  that  any  seriftible  dfminutkm  in  the  nnmbbr  of  agrtoQltnral  labourers  in 
your  parish  has  taken  place  ftinee  the  1st  August,  1'888? 

17.  Hirre^any  labourers  returned  t&  work  on  properties  from  which  they  removed  on  tiM  Ist^f 
Angust,  1688,  or  tfnlM^qnetltly ;  amrd  do  you  cmiddQr  Ihe  kUponvers  m  general  attached  to  the  estate  on 
which  they  have  been  bom  and  brought  up  ? 

'18.  '!^o  what  kind  oPeniployment  do  those  persons  who  have  abandoned  agrieultuvai  labour,  nsually 
betake  tkeimetvesf 

19.  Has  emigration  to  any  considerable  extent  occurred  among  the  labourers  of  your  parish ;  if  to, 
specify  the  number^  and  state  to  what  cause  you  are  dicposed  to  attribute  this  novel  propensity  on 
their  part?      - 

20.  From  your  knowledge  of  th^  character  and  feeKngs  of  the  Barbados  peasantry,  do  you  con- 
clude, that  their  emigration  has  been  spontaneous,  or  otherwise? 

'  91,  What  are  the  ages,  generally  speakkig,  of  the  emigrants  from  your  parish;  and  of  which  of 
the  three  class^  of  males,  females^  and  children,  have  the  majority  of  emigrants  consisted  ? 

22.  Are  yon  of  opinion  there  is  a  surplus  popukitioti  in  this  island,  and  that  a  large  proportion  of 
labourers  pight  he  spared  without  disadvantage,  for  the  benefit  of  colonies  where  labour  is  compa- 
ratively scarce? 

28.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  chiklren  of  the  labourers,  and  how  are  they  supported  ? 

24.  What  facilities  does  your  parish  supply  for  education  and  religious  instruction  1  Is  the  aUei^- 
anee  at  church  and  in  the  schools  equal  to  the  aoeomntodation  ? 

25.  Are  the  children  readily  employed  for  hire  by  the  estates  on  which  the  parents  are  located ;  if 
not,  is  this  attributable  to  the  disinclination  of  the  employers  to  hire  the  services  of  the  children,  or  to 
any  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  parents  to  train  theaa  to  agricultural  pursuits? 

26.  Do  the  labourefs  appear  to  take  any  interest  in  the  oomplexionai  distinction  between  the  white, 
coloured,  or  black  classes  of  inhabitants? 

27.  Have  yon  perceived  any  desire  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  or  gentry  of  the  country  to  inters 
fere  with  the  rights  of  freedom,  acquired  under  the  abolition  of  apprenticeship  by  the  labonrmg 
population,  or  virtually  to  retain  them  in  a  prolonged  state  of  slavery  ? 

28.  Are  the  laboitrers  fully  aware  of  the  existence  of  tlie  Assistant  Court  of  Appeal? 

29.  Whether  do  you  consider  the  judicial  system  obtaining  since  the  creation  of  that  tribunal,  or 
that  prevailing  during  the  general  employment  of  the  late  Special  Magistrates,  most  conducive  to  the 
welfare  of  the  labouring  popuhitionin  their  free  condition? 

80.  Are  the  hibonrers  fully  aware  of  the  institution  of  Courts  of  Reconciliation  in  this  island  ;  if  ao, 
do  they  cheerfully  attend  when  summoned  as  jurors,  and  do  they  evince  an  interest  in  the  proceedings  ? 

31.  Have  you  had  many  opportunities  of  bringing  those  tribunals  into  operatioo  for  the  adjustment 
of  their  difl^ences;  snd  are  you  of  opinion  that  their  permanent  establishment  will  be  attended  with 
practical  ^ood  to  the  working  classes  ? 

32.  Whether  do  you  conskier  the  judicial  system  obtaining  since  the  creation  of  the  Court  of 
Appeal,  or  that  prevailing  during  the  general  employment  of  the  late  Special  Magistrates,  most  con- 
dnchre  to  the  welfareof  the  labouring  population  in  their  free  condition  ? 

33.  What  quantity  of  sugar  has  been  made  this  season  in  your  parish,  by  proprietoTS,  for  the  laboar- 
ers  attfM^hed  thereto,  and  whdt  amount  of  money  has  the  same  realized  ? 

34.  What  quantity  of  stock  are  the  labourers  upon  the  estates  in  your  parish  now  possessed  of? 

35.  Is  such  a  quantity  of  ground  provisions,  corn,  &c.  now  planted,  as  will,  in  your  opinion,  preclude 
the  possibility  of  a  recurrence  of  the  scarcity  threatened  in  the  earlier  part  of  1839  ? 

36.  What  are  the  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop,  and  what  the^neral  state  of  cultivation?  Has 
the  season  been  favouraWe  or  otherwise?* 

37.  Are  you  aware  that  there  has  been,  since  the  abolition  of  apprenticeship,  a  greatly  increased 
demand  from  the  labouring  population  for  the  luxuries  of  life,  such  as  wine,  articles  of  dress,  &c.  &c.? 

38^  Are  you  of  opinbn  that  Savings'  Banks  and  Frwndly  Societies  would  be  beneAcial  t6  the 
labouring  classes,  and  be  contributed  to  by  them  ;  if  so,  by  what  means  do  yon  conceive  that  such 
institutions  may  be  best  promoted  ? 

39.  On  comparing  their  situation  with  that  of  the  labouring  classes  in  other  portions  of  the  British 
dominions,  do  you  consider  the  labourers  of  Barbados  a  happy  peasantry  as  at  present  circumstanced  ? 

40.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make,  or  any  practical  measures  to  recommend,  for  the  benelilof 
the  labouring  popnlation  in  particular,  or  of  this  oommuntty  in  general  ? 


ANSWERS. 

No.  I. ^Parish  (fSl.  Philip. 

1.  Peaceable  as  a  body,  and  much  more  regular  in  their  labour  since  my  last  quarterly  report. 

2.  Assaults  and  batteries,  and  petty  thefts. 

3.  There  is  a  much  better  understanding  between  the  labourers  and  their  employers  since  my  last 
quarterly  report. 

4.  Time  alone  will  tend,  in  the  altered  condition  of  colonial  society,  to  establish  a  good  under- 
standing between  all  classes,  and  decidedly  much  sooner  without  the  aid  of  external  intervention. 

5.  Where  proper  regularity  in  payment  of  wages  is  strictly  attended  to,  no  stoppage  of  wages  for 
any  trifling  deficiency  of  work  performed,  the  labourers  work  willingly. 

6.  From  6  a.m.  to  1  p.m.,  giving  two  hours  for  dining  and  one  for  breakfast,  at  nine  hours  per 
day  ;  but  on  some  estates  task  work  is  still  continued. 

7.  Task  work  is  not  now  so  generally  adopted  in  my  district,  as  the  planters  complain  of  the  work 
being  slovenly  performed. 

8.  The  rate  of  wages  on  estates  where  the  labourers  are  domiciled,  is  Is,  3d,  per  diem,  and  during 
the  reaping  season,  3f  d.  extra. 

9.  The  house  and  one-eighth  of  an  acre  are  generally,  in  my  district,  given  gratis,  but  when  they 
have  more  laud  ihey  pay  for  it. 

10.  On  some  estates  they  exact  from  the  labourers,  when  absent,  one  bit  per  week  for  their  house ; 
but  otherwise  the  house  and  land  have  no  reference  to  the  estate  duty  performed  by  the  labourer. 

M 
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BARBADOS.  H-  Where  the  labourers  are  domiciled,  they  are  expected  to  work  five  days  per  week,  and  are  paid 

-.—       *       weekly.    There  have  been  no  records  of  this  nature  lodged  in  my  office  as  to  agreements  for  any 
specified  term. 

12.  The  laboiirers  seem  to  have  a  great  aversion  to  written  or  verbal  agreements. 

13.  Most  litigiously  disposed. 

14.  The  renewal  of  these  two  acts,  in  my  opmion,  has  operated  to  the  relief  of  the  labouring 
population,  but  more  particularly  to  the  former,  as  the  labourer  is  no  longer  subject  to  summary  eject* 
ment. 

15.  I  have  not  been  called  upon  to  investigate  complaints  on  account  of  the  undue  occupation  of 
houses,  but  when  ejectments  have  been  made  by  overseers,!  have  invariably  had  the  full  value  of  their 
growing  crop  on  their  allotments  paid  for. 

16.  Several  hundreds  have  emigrated  within  the  last  few  months,  but  it  seems  now  that  H  has  almost 
totally  ceased. 

17.  The  labourers  generally,  I  believe,  have  returned  to  the  properties  firom  which  they  removed 
on  the  1st  of  August,  and  I  consider  ihej  are  attached  to  the  estates  on  which  they  have  been  bom 
and  l)rought  up. 

18.  To  trade  and  huckstering. 

19.  I  have  not  been  able  yet  to  obtain  the  aggregate  amount  fii^om  the  chinrchwanfen  of  the  parMi. 

20.  Certainly  not,  but  by  the  persuasion  of  one  Thomas  Day,  and  other  emigration  agents. 

21.  Of  all  ages  and  sexes. 

22.  I  am  of  opinion  that  we  have  no  surplus  population  in  the  island  as  to  agncnltural  labourers, 
and  that  none  can  be  spared  without  great  disadvantage. 

2S.  The  children  are  supported  entirely  by  their  parents ;  their  condition  is  any  thing  but  good,  as 
they  are  brought  np  in  a  state  of  idleness. 

24.  We  have  three  parochial  schoob,  and  four  or  five  others ;  the  attendance  at  church  is  folly 
equal  to  the  accommodation. 

25.  The  children  would  be  most  readily  employed  by  the  estates,  but  the  parents  have  an  aversion 
to  bring  them  up  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

26.  They  appear  to  take  no  interest  in  complexional  distinction  whatever. 

27.  I  have  not  perceived  the  slightest  desire  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  or  gentry  of  the  country 
to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  freedom. 

28.  I  liave  invariably  informed  them  of  the  existence  of  this  tribunal,  and  am  confident  they  are 
fully  aware  of  it. 

29.  I  consider  the  present  judicial  system  more  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  labouring  populstion 
than  that  under  the  late  Special  Magistrates. 

30.  The  labourers  are  fully  aware  of  Courts  of  Reconciliation,  and  they  cheerfully  attend  wken 
summoned  as  jurors,  always  evincing  great  interest  in  the  proceedings. 

31.  I  have  had  many  opportunities  of  bringing  those  tribunals  into  operation,  and  I  am  confident 
their  permanent  establishment  will  be  attended  with  practical  good  to  the  working  classes. 

32.  I  have  endeavoured  to  obtain  an  answer  to  this  query,  but  have  failed,  the  overseers  having 
great  objections  to  these  returns. 

33.  The  labourers  have  a  great  aversion  to  criye  in  their  quantity  of  stock,  but  I  can  affirm  that  it  is 
very  great. 

34.  I  have  no  apprehension  of  any  want  of  provision  for  the  present  year. 

35.  The  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  are  feir,  cultivation  I  think  has  much  improved,  but  the  sea- 
son has  been  unfavourable. 

36.  The  demand  for  the  luxuries  of  life,  from  the  labouring  population,  has  greatly  increased,  as  &r 
as  regards  dress  and  quality  of  food. 

37.  I  am  of  opinion  that  Savings'  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies  would  be  highly  beneficial  to  the 
labouring  population,  but  f  think  they  would  not  be  contributed  to  at  present, — ^their  improvident 
habits,  as  acquired  during  slavery  and  apprenticeship,  being  the  cause.  There  is  one  Friendly 
Society  in  this  parish,  established  by  and  under  the  superintendence  of  the  clergy,  by  whom  I  think 
they  will  be  best  promoted. 

38.  Comparing  their  situation  with  that  of  the  labouring  classes  of  other  portions  of  the  British 
dominions,  I  do  consider  the  labourers  of  Barbados  the  most  prosperous  peasantry  as  at  present 
circumstanced. 

39.  I  beg  to  sugfgest  that  a  compilation  of  the  hiws  be  speedily  concluded,  as  great  inconvenience  is 
felt  by  the  magistracy  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

(Signed)  P.  L.  Applbwhaitb,  Police  Magistrate. 

No.  2.--PamAo/S.  Jame«. 

1.  The  conduct  of  the  labourers  in  this  parish  (on  the  whole)  has  been  very  good  since  my  last 
quarterly  report 

2.  The  majority  of  offences  consists  of  assaults  and  batteries,  with  a  few  cases  of  debt  and  petty 
thefts. 

3.  There  is  at  present  a  mutual  good  feeling  subsisting  between  labourers  and  em[4oyers  in  this 
parish. 

4.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  common  interests  of  employers  and  labourers  (being  inseparably  €on« 
nected)  do  not  require  ttie  aid  of  external  intervention,  for  promoting  a  good  understanding  between 
the  parties. 

5.  The  labourers  at  the  present  time  seem  to  perform  their  work  willingly;  the  cause  of  the  contrary 
event  occasionally  happening  may  generally  be  traeed  to  the  want  of  proper  management  on  the  pro- 
perty where  it  occurs. 
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situated,  that  the  occupation  of  the  house,  and  the  pnvilege  of  planting  the  land  attached  to  it,  is  meant      BARBADOS, 
(if  not  understood)  as  fonnins^  a  set-off  against  the  payment  of  the  full  value  of  the  labourer's  daily  ..«- 

work,  remarking  at  the  same  time,  that  the  annual  difference  of  the  wages,  which  I  will  suppose  to  be 
the  rent,  is  a  low  price  for  the  comfort  which  the  labourer's  house  and  land  generally  afford  him. 

11.  The  labourers  in  this  parish  are  simply  engaged  to  perform  day  labour,  which  engagement  I 
should  consider  only  binding  for  one  day ;  but  the  knowledge  that  if  they  do  not  work  steadily  and 
continuously,  that  they  would  not  be  allowed  to  occupy  their  houses  on  the  property,  generally  induces 
them  to  remain  settled  on  one  estate. 

12.  The  labourers  are  very  averse  to  agreements  of  any  sort. 

13.  They  are  most  litigiously  disposed,  resorting  to  law  on  most  frivolous  grounds. 

14.  The  new  island  laws,  regulating  the  relations  between  masters  and  servants  have  never  to  the 
present  time  been  acted  on  in  this  parish :  proprietors  and  managers  finding  the  plans  which  they 
were  forced  to  adopt  on  the  disallowance  of  the  former  act  to  succeed  very  well,  deem  it  impolitic  to 
run  any  risk  of  disturbing  the  good  order  and  tranquillity  which  at  present  prevail,  by  making  any 
alteration  in  their  system  of  management.  The  Act  for  the  suppression  of  vagrancy  has  also  not  been 
acted  on,  but  cannot  fail  to  operate  as  a  protection  to  the  industrious  labourer. 

15.  I  have  been  called  on  once  to  investigate  a  complaint  of  the  unlawful  occupation  of  a  house  and 
land  (by  a  female  called  Mercy  Grace),  formerly  attached  to  Apes'  Hill  plantation,  for  disorderly 
conduct. 

16.  A  very  sensible  diminution  la  the  number  of  agricultural  labourers  look  place  immediately  after 
the  termination  of  apprenticeship. 

17.  Great  numbers,  or  nearly  all  the  labourers^  have  returned  to  the  estates  which  they  left  on  1st 
August,  1838,  or  shortly  aflei:,  and  I  consider  that  in  general  they  are  much  attached  to  the  places 
where  they  have  been  bora  and  brought  up« 

18.  Those  persons  who  abandon  agricultural  labour,  usually  betake  themselves  to  domestic  employ- 
ments, and  some  to  carpenters,  shoemakers,  and  tailors'  tradesi,  &c.  &c. 

19.  1  have  granted  thirteen  certificates  to  persons  desirous  of  emigrating  from  this  parish,  five  of 
whom  were  females,  and  all  of  whom,  it  was  evident,  have  been  induced  to  go  from  many  false  allure- 
ments held  out  to  them. 

20.  From  my  knowledge  of  the  character  and  feelings  of  the  Barbados  peasantry,  I  consider  th^r 
emigration  to  be  the  result  of  the  gross  deceptions  practised  by  emigration  agents  and  their  emis- 
sariea,  by  holding  out  promises  which  they  never  realize,  making  engagements  which  they  know  are 
not  valid,  and  representations  of  the  correctness  of  which  in  their  infant  state  of  education  it  would  be 
unnatural  to  suppose  the  Barbados  labourers  could  form  any  idea. 

21.  The  ages  of  the  emigrants  from  this  parish  were,  I  should  say,  from  16  to  40. 

22.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  so  far  from  there  being  a  surplus  of  labouring  population  in  this  island, 
that  no  labourers  could  be  spared  without  decided  disadvantage. 

23.  The  children  of  the  labourers  in  this  parish  are  entirely  supported  by  their  parents,  and  the 
greater  part  are  brought  up  in  great  idleness. 

^4.  My  parish  affords  a  laige  school,  and  plenty  of  accommodation  in  a  church  and  chapel ;  the 
attendance  at  both  is  equal  to,  but  does  not  ejcceed,  the  accommodation  afforded. 

2b,  The  childsen  would  be  most  readily  employed  on  every  estate  on  which  their  parentsare 
located,  but  the  most  decided  aversion  is  evinced  by  them  to  train  their  children  to  agricultural 
pursuits. 

96.  Labourers  appear  to  take  little  interest  in  the  compkxional  differences  l)etween  the  white, 
coloured,  or  black  classes  of  inhabitants  ;  as  roasters  or  employers,  1  should  say  they  decidedly  prefer 
the  former. 

27.  So  far  from  the  authorities  or  gentry  of  the  island  wishing  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of 
fineedom  of  the  labouring  population,  or  wishing  virtually  to  retain  them  in  a  state  of  slaver}',  every 
opportunity  is  seized  to  point  out  to  them  their  new,  improved,  and  happy  condition. 

28.  The  labourers  are  fully  aware  of  the  existence  of,  and  the  advantages  afforded  them  by,  the 
Court  of  Appeal,  and  immediately  after  my  decision  in  any  case  is  made  known,  the  right  of  appeal 
from  it  is  fully  explained. 

29.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  advantages  afforded  bj  the  Court  of  Appeal,  renders  the  present 
judicial  system  more  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  labouring  population  in  their  free  condition,  than 
that  axistiag  under  ihe  late  Special  Magistrates. 

80.  The  labourers  are  generally  becoming  aware  of  the  institution  of  Courts  of  Eeconciliation ;  in 
most  cases  they  cheerfully  attend  when  summoned  as  jurors,  and  evince  much  interest  in  the  pro- 
caadiBgs. 

M,  I  have  bad  .many  qp^imrtunitles  of  bringing  these  tribunals  into  operation  for  the  adjustment  of 
diftieBcaes,  and  an  iif  flpiaion  that  their  permanent  establishment  will  be  attended  with  practical  good 
to  the  working  classes. 

32.  Answered  by  No.  29. 

33.  I  have  used  my  utmost  endeavours  to  obtain  an  accurate  account  of  the  quantity  of  sugpar, 
made  by  the  proprietors  of  estates,  for  labourers  attached  theveta,  but  have  found  it  impossible  to  get 
a  oarrect  sUUeocnt ;  by  some  it  has  been  refused*  by  others  it  has  been  promised  but  never  forwarded, 
and  1  cannot  detain  my  report :  from  my  own  observation,  I  should  say  very  little  has  been  made ; 
their  crops,  in  oommon  with  most  estates  in  this  parish,  having  failed  from  the  excessive  dry  season. 

34.  Since  my  last  report,  the  labourers  in  thi*  parish  have  paid  more  attention  to  the  raising  of 
stock«  but  tbe  exact  quantity,  owing  to  the  same  reason  as  just  stated  in  No.  33,  cannot  be  ascertained ; 
all  parties,  howev^,  concur  in  stating  that  large  quantities  of  all  descriptions  are  kept  by  labourers, 
and  I  notice,  in  i^any  instances,  that  several  horses  are  kept  by  labourers  in  this  parish. 

35.  There  is  no  reason  to  dread  a  recurrence  of  the  scarcity  of  provisions,  threatened  in  the  earlier 
part  of  1839. 

86.  The  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  are  -very  ehaering,  the  cultivation  has  been  good,  and  the 
season  favourable. 

37.  There  has  been,  since  the  abolition  of  apprenticeship,  a  greatly  increased  A^m^w^  from  tbe 
labouring  population,  for  the  luxuries  of  life,  such  as  wine,  articles  of  dren,  kc  &c. 
'     38.  Savings'  Banks,  and  Friendly  Societies,  would  no  doubt  be  beneficial.     One  of  tbe  latter  has 
been  established  by  the  rector  of  this  parish,  and  is,  I  believe,  as  yat  well  supported. 

89.  I  was  brought  up  in  England,  and  have  na  faetttation  in  aaying  that  tbe  peasantry  of  Barbados, 

'      M2 
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BARBADOS.       ^  **  present  circumstanced,  is  as  happy  as  that  of  England,  exclusive  of  the  advantages  afforded  the 
-— — .  former  by  the  difference  of  climate. 

40.  An  Act  to  establish  a  lunatic  asylum  is  much  required. 

(Signed)  Francis  Thornhill,  Police  Magistrate. 

No.  3. — Pariah  of  St.  George. 

1.  Peaceable  since^my  appointment  to  the  magisterial  jurisdiction  of  this  parish. 

2.  Of  assaults  and  batteries. 

3.  I  am  of  opinion  there  is  not. 

4.  I  am  of  that  opinion. 

5.  Upon  the  majority  of  estates  they  do ;  if  not,  I  ascribe  the  cause  to  injudicious  management 

6.  From  sunrise  to  four  o'clock,  p.m.,  daily;  one  hour  of  which  space  is  allowed  for  breakfast. 
Saturday  generally  excepted. 

7.  Not  generally,  I  believe,  with  the  labourers,  who  mostly  prefer  task  work. 

8.  From  two  bits  to  a  quarter  of  a  dollar  a-day.     In  money,  by  weekly  payments,  generally. 

9.  They  are  generally  supplied  with  a  room,  or  cottage,  with  or  without  a  few  perches  of  land 
around  it ;  upon  the  terms  of  labouring  five  days  in  every  week  (sickness  and  other  unforeseen  events 
excepted),  besides  the  ordinary  rate  of  daily  wages. 

10.  It  is  not  generally.  See  answer  9.  Upon  some  estates,  the  rent  of  land  detached  from  a 
labourer's  cottage  (say,  a  quarter  of  an  acre,  at  a  weekly  rent  of  two  bits),  is  a  distinct  charge,  having 
reference  to  the  estate  duty  performed  by  the  labourer. 

11.  I  do  not  exactly  know.  The  labourers  located  upon  the  several  estates  usually  enter  into 
verbal  agreements  to  perform  five  days'  labour  in  every  week :  no  records  of  this  nature  are  lodged  in 
my  office.  Some  labourers  prefer  simple  day  labour,  wherever  they  can  obtain  employment  above  the 
ordinary  rate  of  estate  wages,  which  engagement  is  only  binding  for  one  day. 

12.  I  believe  they  generally  prefer  verbal  to  written  agreements. 

13.  I  believe  they  are ;  some  of  them  are  litigiously  disposed. 

14.  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  has. 

15.  I  have  in  two  cases,  and  believe  the  fault  existed  in  both. 

.16.  I  am ;  the  diminution  has  been  very  sensible,  especially  within  the  last  six  months. 

17.  Very  few  according  to  my  information.  I  consider  that  some  of  the  labourers,  of  40  years  of  age 
and  upwards,  are  attached  to  the  estates  on  which  they  have  been  born  and  brought  up. 

18.  To  such  kind  of  employment  as  they  prefer,  or  can  obtain. 

19.  Not  to  any  considerable  extent ;  fifty-six  is  the  number  hitherto.     To  the  natural  desire  of  im- 
.    proving  their  condition. 

20.  I  conclude  that  their  emigration  has  been  spontaneous,  particularly  with  reference  to  the  present 
facility  of  their  conveyance  from  this  island  to  British  Guiana. 

21.  From  18  to  25  years  of  age;  the  majority  of  emigrants  have  consisted  of  males. 

22.  The  well-known  fact,  that  many  labourers  and  artificers  have  gone  away  from  this  island  to 
British  Guiana,  within  the  last  twelve  months,  is,  in  my  opinion,  sufficient  proof  that  there  was  a  surplus 
population.  The  present  population  is  dense,  but  I  do  not  think  that  a  large  proportion  of  labourers 
might  be  spared  from  this  island  without  disadvantage. 

23.  Very  poor  generally.     They  are  chiefly  supported  by  their  parents. 

24.  I  do  not  know.  My  place  of  public  worship  is  St.  Luke's  chapel.  The  attendance  there  is 
equal  to  the  accommodation. 

25.  I  believe  they  are.     Few  of  their  parents  are  disposed  to  train  them  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

26.  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  do. 

27.  I  have  not.  The  present  government  of  this  island  is  the  greatest  security  for  the  rights  of 
fireedom. 

28.  They  are. 

29.  I  consider  that  both  systems  have  worked  well  hitherto  for  the  welfare  of  the  labouring  popa* 
lation  in  their  free  condition. 

30.  They  are  in  thisparish,  and  attend  willingly.    They  do. 

31.  Not  many  hitherto.     1  am  of  that  opinion. 

32.  I  consider  the  judicial  system  established  by  the  erection  of  the  Court  of  Appeal,  most  conducive 
to  the  welfare  of  the  labouring  population  in  their  free  condition. 

33.  I  do  not  know. 

34.  I  do  not  exactly  know.  In  addition  to  pigs,  goats,  and  some  kinds  of  domestic  fowls,  whidi 
they  were  formerly  permitted  to  keep,  many  labourers  are  now  possessed  of  cattle,  and  some  of  horses. 

35.  I  believe  there  is.  I  have  heard  no  apprehensions  of  scarcity  recently  expressed  by  the  planters 
of  this  parish. 

36.  They  depend  upon  the  weather.     Not  favourable  as  yet. 

37.  lam. 

38.  I  am  of  opinion  that  Friendly  Societies  would  be  beneficial  to  the  labouring  elasses,  and  have 
been  credibly  informed  of  the  establishment  of  three  such  in  this  parish,  which  are  contributed  to  by 
some  labourers  of  good  character^  but  I  cannot  suggest  how  they  may  be  best  promoted. 

39.  I  consider  the  labourers  of  Barbados  a  happy  peasantry  as  at  present  circumstanced. 

40.  I  have  not. 

(Signed)  W.  Griffith,  Police  Magistrate. 

No.  4.—Paruh  of  St,  John. 

1.  The  general  conduct  of  the  labourers  of  this  parish,  since  ray  last  quarterly  report,  has  been 
peaceable,  but  a  spirit  of  speculation  has  obtained  amongst  them,  which  has  rendered  them  less 
steady  and  settled  in  their  habits  than  heretofore. 

2.  Petty  assaults. 

3.  Seereportof  31st  March. 
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Tins  I  ascribe  in  great  measure  to  the  effects  of  emigration,  and  the  excitement  produced  in  their       BARBADOS, 
minds  by  the  efforts  of  emigration  agents.  _ 

6.  See  report  of  31st  March. 

7.  Task  work  has  latterly  been  again  adopted,  owing  to  the  irregular  labour  given  by  labourers 
attached  to  plantations. 

8.  The  ordinary  rate  of  wages  of  labourers  attached  to  plantations  remains  at  two  bits  per  day  of 
nine  hours,  and  all  extra  labour  during  the  reaping  season  is  estimated  at  that  ratio. 

9.  Those  labourers  who  are  attached  to  the  plantations  on  which  they  are  employed,  are  generally 
supplied  with  lodging  and  a  small  spot  of  land  for  cullivation.  Continuous  labour  of  five  days  per 
week  is  usually  required,  for  which  daily  labour  they  are  paid  as  stated  in  the  foregoing  reply,  without 
any  deductiou  being  made  for  rent  of  house  or  land ;  but  in  cases  where  the  labourer  omits  to  give 
the  five  days*  labour,  a  practice  has  obtained  of  deducting  a  certain  quota  for  such  blank  days. 
There  are  some  pkintations  on  which  a  larger  portion  of  land  is  allowed  the  labourers,  for  which  they 
pay  a  stipulated  labour  rent. 

10.  Answered  by  the  foregoing. 

11.  See  report  of  Slst  March. 

12.  See  report  of  Slst  March. 
IS.  See  report  of  Slst  March. 

14.  See  report  of  Slst  March. 

15.  See  report  of  Slst  March. 

16.  See  report  of  Slst  March. 

17.  See  report  of  Slst  March. 

18.  See  report  of  Slst  March. 

19.  During  the  last  three  months  there  has  been  a  very  considerable  number  of  emigrants  from 
among  the  labourers  of  this  parish.  Two  hundred  and  forty-two  have  obtained  certificates  from  the 
parish  authorities  to  enable  them  to  leave  the  island,  but  I  believe  that  not  more  than  two-thirds  of 
that  number  have  actually  quitted.  From  the  information  I  have  been  able  to  gather,  it  appears 
that  in  the  first  instance  promises  of  high  wages  and  extensive  privileges  held  out  by  emigration 
agents  were  eagerly  caught  at  by  some  few  already  unsettled  and  discontented  persons,  who,  returning 
to  Barbados  as  sub-agents,  with  exaggerated  statements  of  the  advantages  of  British  Guiana^ 
induced  numbers  of  the  labourers  to  leave  under  their  directions ;  but  many  of  this  parish  who  had 
been  thus  seduced,  have  returned,  and  by  their  disinterested  accounts  of  that  colony  have  at  present 
entirely  put  an  end  to  emigration  from  this  district. 

20.  Answered  by  the  foregoing. 

21.  The  minority  of  emigrants  from  this  parish  have  been  males,  generally  between  the  ages  of 
twenty  and  thirty  years. 

22.  See  report  of  Slst  March. 
2S.  See  report  of  Slst  March. 

24.  See  report  of  Slst  March. 

25.  See  report  of  Slst  March. 
26-  See  report  of  Slst  March. 

27.  See  report  of  Slst  March. 

28.  See  report  of  Slst  March. 

29.  See  report  of  Slst  March. 

50.  See  report  of  Slst  March. 

51.  See  report  of  Slst  March. 

52.  See  report  of  Slst  March. 

SS.  In  common  with  the  general  falling-off*  of  the  sugar  crops  of  the  island,  the  labourers  have 
suffered  a  diminution  of  more  than  a  third  of  their  last  crop  of  that  commodity ;  but  they  have  increased 
their  cultivation  of  giuger  and  aloes,  which  articles  have  borne  a  high  price  in  the  markets  of  this 
year.     Of  the  exact  quantity  of  the  crops,  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining. 

S4.  See  report  of  Slst  March. 

35.  See  report  of  Slst  March. 

36.  The  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  of  this  parish  are  promising,  and  general  state  of  cultivation 
g^ood  ;  the  growing  season  has  been  rather  unfavourable  for  the  last  three  monUis. 

37.  See  report  of  Slst  March. 

38.  See  report  of  Slst  March. 

39.  See  report  of  Slst  March. 

40.  See  report  of  Slst  March. 

(Signed)  Hbnry  Pilgrim,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  5. — Parish  of  Christ  Church, 

1.  Generally  speaking  their  conduct  is  good. 

2.  Petty  thefls  and  breaches  of  the  peace,  but  more  particularly  the  latter. 

3.  I  have  no  reason  to  alter  the  opinion  on  this  head  of  inquiry,  as  given  in  my  last  report. 

4.  My  view  of  this  sulgect  remains  the  same  as  in  my  last  report. 

5.  The  labourers  when  employed  on  other  properties  than  those  on  which  they  are  domiciled,  work 
more  willingly  than  they  do  at  home,  which  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  circumstance  of  their  receiving  on 
those  occasions  extra  supplies  of  refreshments. 

6.  No  circumstances  have  arisen  since  my  last  report,  requiring  an  alteration  of  the  views  and 
opinions  then  given  in  my  answer  to  this  question. 

7.  No  circumstances  have  arisen  since  my  last  report,  requiring  an  alteration  of  the  views  and 
opinions  then  given  in  my  answer  to  this  question. 

8.  No  alteration  since  my  last  report. 

9.  No  circumstances  have  arisen  since  my  last  report,  requiring  an  alteration  in  my  answer  to  this 
question.  • 

10.  No  circumstances  have  arisen  since  my  last  report,  requiring  an  alteration  in  my  answer  to  this 
question. 

11.  No  alteration  since  my  last  report. 

12.  They  are  averse  to  written  agreements. 
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BASBiLlK>S.  IS-  No  circnm stances  have  arisen  since  my  last  report  requiring  an  alteration  tony  answer  to  this 

— —    -  question. 

14.  No  circumstances  have  arisen  since  my  last  report  requiring  an  alteration  in  my  answer  to  th» 
question. 

15.  I  have  not  been  called  upon  this  quarter  to  investigate  any  complaint  of  this  natme. 

16.  No  great  diminution  has  taken  place. 

17.  Iti  many  cases  the  labourers  have  returned  to,  and  again  located  themselves  on,  the  properties 
theyliad  left. 

IS.  Tu  domestic  service,  trades,  and  huckstering. 

19.  The  emig^tion  of  labourers  from  this  parish,  considering  its  population,  has  not  been  to  any 
considerable  extent,  as  I  have  granted,  in  conjunction  with  the  churchwarden,  only  sixty-one  certifieates 
during  this  quarter.  When,  however,  I  refer  to  the  fact,  that  for  the  whole  period  of  the  previous 
quarter  not  a  single  application  was  made  to  me  for  emigration  certificates,  I  must  oonchide  that  very 
artful  means  and  alluring  temptations  must  have  been  resorted  to  by  emigration  agmte  in  working 
on  the  ignorance  of  those  who  have  thus  been  induced  to  quit  the  land  of  Uieir  birth. 

20.  From  my  knowledge  of  the  character  and  feelings  of  the  Barbados  peasantry,  and  their  strong 
attachment  to  their  ^native  land,  I  feel  perfectly  assured  that  their  emigration  is  by  no  means  spcm- 
taneous. 

21.  The  ages,  generally  speaking,  are  from  20  to  35,  and  the  majority  males. 

22.  It  cannot  be  said  that  we  have  a  surplus  population,  requiring  to  be  rdieved  by  emigrBtion. 

23.  No  circumstances  have  arisen  since  my  last  report  requiring  an  alteration  of  the  answer  then 
given  to  this  query. 

24.  No  circumstances  have  arisen  since  my  last  report  requiring  an  aUoration  «f  the  answer  then 
given  to  this  query. 

25.  No  circumstances  have  arisen  since  my  last  report  requinng  an  aUerstlon  of  the  answer  then 
given  to  this  query. 

26.  No  circumstances  have  arisen  since  my  last  report  requiring  an  alteration  of  the  answer  then 
given  to  this  query. 

!tr.  No  circumstances  have  arisen  since  my  last  veport  requiring  an  alteratkm  of  the  answer  thai 
given  to  this  query. 

28.  No  circumstances  have  arisen  since  my  last  report  requiring  an  alteration  of  the  answer  tfaaa 
given  to  this  query. 

29.  No  circumstances  have  arisen  since  my  last  report  requiring  an  alteratian  of  the  asiswer  theai 
given  to  this  query. 

80.  No  circumstances  have  arisen  since  my  last  report^  requiring -an  miteration  of  the  answer  then 
given  to  this  query. 

31.  1  still  continue  to  hold  Courts  of  Reconciliation,  and  as  1  have  in  every  case  been  soccessfol  in 
adjusting  differences,  I  am  of  opinion  that  their  permanent  establishment  will  be  attended  wkh  prac- 
tical good  to  the  working  classes. 

32.  1  consider  the  judicial  system  obtaining  since  the  creation  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  iar  move 
conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  labouring  population  in  their  free  condition,  than  that  which  prevaibd 
during  the  employment  of  the  late  special  magistrates. 

33.  The  apathy  shevm  by  proprietors  of  estates,  in  furnishing  information  under  this  hesd,  renden 
it  impossible  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  sugar  made  for  the  laboorers,  bat  considering 
the  very  short  crop,  owing  to  the  long  continuance  of  drought  the  last  year,  Iidioukl  thii^  that  very 
little  was  made  for  them  this  year. 

34.  The  general  aversion  of  the  labourers  to  make  known  the  quantity  of  their  stoc^  finm  en 
erroneous  impression  that  it  is  intended  to  tax  tiiem,  renders  it  impossible  to  asoertain  the  quantitj 
possessed  by  then ;  but  from  the  abundant  supply  at  market,  and  the  fell  in  price  since  my  last 
report,  I  am  induced  to  think  that  their  property  m'stock  iias  greatly  angineiited. 

35.  This  inquiry  does  not,  on  this  occasion,  require  an  answer  varying  from  that  contained  iii  mj 
last  report. 

36.  This  inquiry  does  not,  on  this  occasion,  require  an  answer  varying  finim  (kuX  contained  in  ingr 
last  report. 

37.  This  inquiry  does  not,  on  this  occasion,  require  an  aaswer  varying  Irem  that  contamed  in  mf 
last  report. 

38.  This  inquiry  does  not,  on  this  occasion,  require  an  answer  varying  from  ttiat  ocntatned  in  nay 
last  report. 

39.  This  inquiry  does  not,  on  this  occasion,  require  an  answer  varying  from  ihat  contained  innif 
last  report 

40.  This  inquiry  does  not,  on  this  occasion,  require  an  answer  varying  from  that  contained  in  my 
last  report. 

(Signed)  Joseph  P.  Evelyn,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  6,—ParMil  of  Si  Veter. 

1.  The  eondnet  of  the  liA^enrers  in  thiS'parish  has  been  generally  qusst  and  orderly. 

2.  The  majority  of  ofiences  are  assault  and  battery,  and  diserderly  conduct  in  %>eiglu^  Town; 
the  hitter  offnicehas  very  much  decreased. 

•.  If  I  may  judge  fromtlM  km  complaints  that  hwre  been  made  to  me  l:Qf  either  party,  a  good 
feeling  exists  between  employers  and  labourers. 

4.  Btternal  intervention  is  at  all  times  to  be  deprecated,  if  it  can  pessiUy  be  avoided,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  mutual  interests  of  employers  and  laboureis  vrill  induce  a  good  understanding 
between  them. 

5.  I  have  had  but  one  complaint  from  employers  of  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  ihe  labourers  to 
perform  their  work,  and  I  believe  they  generally  perform  it  dilig^itly. 

^.  From  six  till  nine,  and  from  ten  till  four. 

7.  Task  work  is  not  generally  resorted  to  when  young  plants,  particularly  canes  (which  require 
extra  care),  are  to  be  weeded;  in  other  instances^  such  as  hoeing,  moukiing,  and  weeding  mature 
plants,  it  is  commonly  resorted  to. 

8.  The  ordinary  rate  of  wages  is  two  bits  per  day.  On  a  few  estates  the  custom  is  to  give  a  quarler 
dollar  per  day,  and  to  charge  the  labourer  from  half  a  dollar  to  a  dollar  per  month  rent,  according  to 
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tbe  size  of  the  house,  bitt  without  reference  to  the  namber  of  occupants^  with  pemiisston  for  him  to       BiBBASOS* 
work  where  be  pleases.     In  crop  time,  extra  wages,  varying  from  half  a  bit  to  a  bit  per  day»  and  a  — — - 

finr  gratuities  are  gtven. 

9.  The  labourers  in  this  parish  are  supplied  with  bdginfi^y  and  generally  with  a  spot  of  cuItiTid)le 
land,  for  which  tiiey  pay  no  rent,  with  the  exception  stated  in  the  preceding  answer.  If  they  afaeent 
themselves  and  work  elsewhere,  half  a  bit,  and  on  some  estates  a  bit,  per  day,  is  deducted  ffon  their 
wages,  in  orcEer  to  obtain  continuous  labour.  This  regulation  is  well  understood  by  them.  In  cases 
of  sickness,  or  where  notke  is  given  by  the  kb<mrer  that  he  intends  to  ahseni  himself,  no  dsdofilion 


1<^.  Answtrad  by  the  twn  foregoing. 

11.  N9  ooMteracta  for  tbe  performance  of  agncultura!  labour  exist  in  this  parish;  kbonrera  and 
«Hq>loycrs  are  both  opposed  to  it. 

12.  Anowercd  by  the  preceding. 

13.  The  labourers,  as  a  body,  in  their  general  iotercouise  with  each  othnr,  are  upon  friendly 
tenns,  although  litigiously  inclined. 

14.  Neither  law  has  been  in  operation  in  this  parish  since  their  renewal. 

15.  I  have  not. 

16.  From  some  estates  in  this  parish  few,  if  any,  labourers  have  emigrated.  From  others,  emi- 
gration has  taken  place  to  a  considerable  extent  since  the  middle  of  last  April.  There  are  no  records 
of  emigrants  in  this  office  prior  to  that  time. 

17.  Most  of  the  labourers  who  quitted  the  estates  on  which  they  were  domiciled,  on  the  1st  of 
August,  1838,  have  subsequently  returned  to  them.  I  believe  that  in  general  they  have  a  strong 
fteling  of  attachment  to  the  estates  on  which  they  were  bom  and  brought  up. 

18.  Many  of  them  are  employed  as  fishermen  and  porters,  and  in  huckstering. 

19.  From  the  middle  at  April  to  30th  June  last,  252  persons,  exclusive  of  57  children,  have 
received  certificates  to  authorize  their  departure.  I  attribute  the  disposition  which  has  lately  mani- 
fested itself  on  the  part  of  the  labourers  to  emigrate,  to  promises  held  out  to  them  by  emigration 
agents  of  higher  wages,  and  of  other  advantages,  which  they  are  made  to  believe  they  will  receive  in 
l^ish  Guiana. 

20.  I  believe  that  a  great  majority  of  the  labourers  are  induced  to  emigrate  for  reasons  mentioned 
m  the  last  answer. 

21.  A  large  proportion  of  the  emigrants  from  this  parish  are  young  people  of  both  sexes.  The 
average  ages  of  those  able  to  perform  field  labour  may  be  firom  28  to  30  years.  The  number  of  male 
emigrants  preponderates  largely,  being  about  three  to  one. 

22.  I  am  not  of  that  opinion.  The  labourers  in  this  parish  are  never  at  a  loss  for  employment 
when  disposed  to  work. 

23.  Those  that  are  not  employed  in  agriculture  are  sent  to  school,  and  supported  by  their  parents 
and  other  relatives.     They  are  generally  well  clothed  and  healthy. 

24.  This  parish  affords  ample  facilities  for  education  and  religious  instruction.  There  are  four 
schools  under  the  direction  of  the  Established  Church  (two  of  which  are  licensed  for  the  performance 
of  Divine  service),  at  which  upwards  of  four  hundred  children  are  now  receiving  their  education. 
A  Wesleyan  chapel  and  school  are  also  established  in  Speight*s  Town,  at  which  two  hundred  and 
thirty-four  chiUren  arc  being  educated.  There  are  also  several  other  schools  conducted  by  private 
individuals ;  atone  of  these  schools  there  are  a  hundred  and  forty-five  children  in  the  course  of  educa- 
tion.    The  attendance  at  the  parish  church  is  not  equal  to  the  accommodation  it  affords. 

25.  Employers  are  disposed  to  hire  the  children  of  labourers  where  they  are  located;  but  the 
parents  and  relatives  of  the  diildren  prefer  bringing  them  up  as  tradesmen  and  domestics. 

26.  The  labourers  do  not  appear  to  take  any  interest  in  complexional  distinctions. 

27.  I  have  not. 

28.  They  are  fully  aware  of  it,  and  of  the  facility  with  which  they  can  resort  to  it. 

29.  I  cannot  consider  any  system  of  judicial  control  which  wears  an  exclusive  character,  in  reference 
to  certain  classes  of  the  community,  as  beneficial  to  society ;  nor  that  the  late  system  of  special  magis- 
tracy could  ever  conduce  to  tbe  read  welfare  of  the  labouring  population  of  this  island  in  their  free 
condition.  The  present  mode  of  administering  justice,  by  complaint  to  a  police  magistrate,  with  a 
ready  access  to  the  existing  Court  of  Appeal,  appears  to  work  satisfactorily  to  all  parties ;  and  I  am 
not  aware  that  any  attempt  has  been  made  to  impugn  the  conduct  and  decisions  of  this  siqperior 
court 

80.  I  believe  that  the  labourers  are  fully  aware  of  the  institution  of  Courts  of  Reconciliation.  They 
readily  attend  when  summoned  as  jurors,  and  evince  some  tact  and  knowledge  in  the  examination  of 
witnesses. 

31.  During  the  short  time  I  have  been  in  office,  six  trials  have  occurred  before  me,  subject  to  the 
decision  of  Courts  of  Reconciliation ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  their  establishment  will  be  attended 
vrith  practical  good  to  the  working  classes,  particularly  as  respects  riotous  or  disorderly  conduct. 
Admonition  from  the  principal  men  of  their,  class  appears  likely  to  prove  effective. 

32.  Answered  by  No.  29. 

33  and  84.  From  the  imperfect  information  I  have  obtained,  it  appears  that  the  labourers  in  this 
parish  have  reaped  about  twenty  thousand  weight  of  sugar,  netting,  at  the  rate  sugar  is  now  selling, 
about  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  This  quantity  is  much  shorter  than  that  of  last  year,  owing  to  the  long 
prevalence  of  dry  weather.  I  have  had  some  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  quantity  of  stock  they 
possess,  and  believe  the  following  account  of  it  to  be  far  short  of  the  actual  number :— 10  hinrses, 
82  cattle,  2,000  sheep  and  goats,  2,000  pigs,  besides  feathered  stock. 

35.  From  the  quantity  of  ground  provisions,  corn,  &c.,  now  planted,  I  infer  that  there  is  no  proba- 
bility of  a  scarcity  of  those  articles ;  but  of  course  this  altogether  depends  upon  tbe  state  of  the 
weather  and  other  contingencies. 

86.  The  prospect  of  the  ensuing  crop,  owing  to  the  several  weeks'  drought,  is  uncertaiu ;  but  the 
late  rains  have  improved  its  appearance.     The  slate  of  preparation  is  good. 

37.  The  clothes  they  now  wear  are  of  a  superior  kind  and  texture  to  those  worn  by  them  duriug  the 
apprenticeship.     They  oflen  indulge  in  luxuries  which  they  are  now  able  to  procure. 

88.  If  savings*  banks  were  established,  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  would  "be  contributed  to  by  the 
labourers,  and  be  the  means  of  their  saving  a  little  money  for  useful  purposes,  which  they  may  other- 
wise idly  and  unprofitably  dispose  of.  There  is  a  friendly  society  in  this  parish,  under  the  patronage 
of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  which  is  attended  with  beneficial  effects  to  the  labouring  classes,  and 
is  supported  by  monthly  contributions  from  them. 
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BARBADOS.  39.  I  consider  the  eondlHon  of  the  kibounng  popukttion  of  this  eountrf»  compai^d  to  tiiAt  of  cold  • 

otimntes,  far  superior.     Tn  this  conntry  the  labourer  has  no  occasion  to  provide  hiuifielf  or  hie  faouUy  - 

with  warm  clothing,  or  fire  on  a  winter's  eveniag.  Infants  are  oAeu  seen  baskia^  in  the  6un«  iiide-> 
pendent  of  those  artldes  of  dress  essential  in  a  cold  dimate.  Clothing:,  by  retail,  can  he  procured  as 
cheap  here  as  in  Ensdand.  I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  tl>e  labourers  here  are  better  paid,  and 
possess  the  means  of  bein^  quite  as  happy  as  those  of  any  other  part  of  the  British  duiminions. 

40.  Complaint  hate  fnquently  been  made  to  me  by  labourers  and  others  of  inferior  condition, 
that  they  have  advanced  money,  and  in  many  instances  found  materials^  to  have  an  artick  of  dress  or 
Airniture,  &c.  made,  and  Ihat  the  dishonest  tradesman  would  neither  comply  with  his  engageuMut 
nor  return  the  money  and  materiab.  As  complaints  of  this  kind  are  not  ooguizable  by  a  ma^traie, 
I  would  recommend  that  an  Act  be  passed  to  give  the  aggrieved  paKy  redress  by  aunmary  proceeSk 
where  the  sum  or  value  of  the  materials  claimed  does  not  exceed  ten  pounds,  befora  a  police 
magistrate.  I  would  also'recommend  a  modification  of  the  building  ordinance,  to  permit  the  erection 
or  removal  of  wooden  structures  in  sitnations  other  than  the  principal  streets. 

(Signed)  J.  C.  B.  Scantlbbury,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  7.~Part8k  of  SL  Ifiomas. 

In  answer  to  the  questions  relative  to  the  working  of  the  free  system  in  this  island,  for  the  quarter 
ending  30th  June,  I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  I  see  no  reason  to  alter  or  add  to  my  former 
report  on  this  subject,  from  No.  1  to  21,  with  the  exception  of  the  names  and  a^fes  of  eight  persons 
who  have  received  certificates  of  emigration  from  my  ofBce ;  but  I  am  not  certain  if  they  have  in  reality 
quitted : — Edward  Miller,  aged  38  ;  John  Tony,  30 ;  James  Thomas  Williams,  17  ;  Jack  Thomas, 
27 ;  Samuel  Thomas  Squires,  35  ;  Thomas  Gunnel,  18 ;  William  Sainthill,  45  ;  Mary  Ann  Eliza* 
beth  Christian,  13; — 7  males;  i  female. 

33.  The  planters  seem  averse  to  furnisb  me  with  the  necessary  means  of  replying  to  this  question,  as 
I  really  cannot  get  from  them  any  account  of  the  sugar  reaped  for  the  labourers  :  but  if  I  could  be 
allowed  to  form  any  opinion  upon  what  information  I  have  received  from  the  labourers  themselves, 
I  should  suppose  the  quantity  to  be  about  40  hogsheads,  which,  at  40/.  currency,  will  give  1,600/. 

34.  For  the  reasons  before  stated  I  cannot  accurately  answer  this  question ;  but  from  the  labourers 
with  whom  I  have  communicated  on  this  subject,  I  should  suppose  that  their  various  stocks  have 
increased,  as  they  themselves  acknowledge  that  they  have  as  many  as  they  can  possibly  keep. 

35.  The  crop  of  ground  provisions,  corn,  &c.,  now  growing  will,  in  my  opinion,  preclude  the 
possibility  of  any  thing  like  a  scarcity  for  the  present  year. 

36.  The  cultivation  of  my  district  is  excellent,  and  the  seasons  are  now  very  favourable ;  and 
should  it  please  God  to  continue  the  same,  an  abundant  harvest  will  be  reaped  the  next  year. 

38.  The  "friendly  societies"  in  this  parish  are  in  a  flourishing  state;  and  I  now  see  that  savings' 
banks,  if  properly  conducted,  would  tend  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  labouring  population,  as  the 
rate  of  interest  would  be  greater  than  in  the  present  established  banks.  See  the  sums  lately  vested  by 
the  Mount  Wilton  labourers. 

39.  1  can  only  reiterate  what  I  have  before  said  on  this  subject. 

(Signed)  J.  Carbw,  Police  Magistrate.    * 


No.  %.— Parish  of  8t.  Thomai. 
1  to  13.  Vide  answers  in  first  series,  dated  April  1839. 

14.  Vide  answer  in  third  series,  dated  April  1840. 

15.  Vide  answer  in  first  series,  dated  April  1839. 

16.  Vide  answer  in  third  series,  dated  April  1840. 

17.  18.  Vide  answer  in  second  series,  dated  September  1839. 

19.  Since  my  last  reply  to  these  queries  (third  series),  about  one  hundred  tickets  of  emigration 
have  been  signed  by  me,  and  these  in  the  months  of  May  and  June ;  not  more  than  half  this  number 
have  emigrated;  and  of  these  several  have  returned,  giving  such  deplorable  accounts  of  the  colonies 
of  Demerara  and  Berbice,  as  seemingly  to  have  checked  the  mania  which  has  so  recently  afflicted  our 
population.  Only  a  single  application  has  been  made  to  me  in  July ;  and  many  who  have  used  a 
ticket  as  the  rod  of  desertion  held  over  the  planter,  have  found  out  their  mistake — and,  repenting  of 
their  almost  suicidal  intentions,  have  been  restored  to  their  former  domiciles — and  are  now,  X  trust, 
employing  the  best  of  all  teachers,  but  one,  in  the  regulation  of  their  present  conduct.  Others 
have  been  less  fortunate:  having  recklessly  abandoned  their  homes,  their  places  have  been 
filled  up  by  less  restless  spirits ;  and  they  are  now  wandering  from  place  to  place,  availing  themselves 
of  casual  employment,  and  sometimes  at  a  higher  rate  of  wage.*,  but  without  the  settled  home  and 
many  substantial  comforts  of  their  wiser  brethren,  and  to  their  own  moral  deterioration. 

20.  I  have  always  considered,  and  atill  consider,  the  Barbadian  peasant  attached  to  his  native  soil; 
and  the  contradiction  given  to  this  opinion  in  the  fact  of  so  many  having  abandoned  it  in  so  short  a 
period  of  time,  only  proves  how  strong  the  incentives  have  been  to  create  such  an  unfortunate  line  of 
conduct.  In  due  course  of  time  emigration  from  an  almost  over-peopled  land  may  have  become  the 
result  of  enterprize  or  enterprizing  spirit ;  but  here  such  hasty,  such  reckless  expatriation,  can  only 
have  been  produced  and  kept  up  by  strong  and  successive  stimulants.  Nothing  short  of  slavery  could 
have  inflicted  on  our  peasantry  evils  of  such  a  serious  and,  I  fear,  lasting  kind,  as  those  which 
this  forced  spirit  of  emigration  has  entailed.  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  natural  right  of  every  intel- 
iigent  British  subject  to  carry  himself  and  his  labour  (certain  solemn  duties  inviolate)  to  the  land 
of  his  choice.  I  rejoice  to  have  lived  to  witness  the  late  slave^  not  only  in  the  possession  but 
the  exercise  of  this  privilege.  The  day  on  which  I  wrote  this  I  can  truly  avow  as  the  anniversary 
of  the  proudest  and  happiest  day  to  myself,  as  well  as  to  the  slave ;  but  I  am  as  fully  convinced  that 
it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  the  authorities  of  the  land  to  watch  carefully  over  the  interests  of  the 
newly  emancipated  peasantry,  and,  above  all  things,  to  enact  such  wholesome  regulations  as  may 
secure  them  against  the  artifices  of  cupidity  and  faction.  To  minds  far  better  disciplined  than 
theirs,  the  influences  of  excitement  have  ever  been  experienced — where  the  most  salutary  political 
innovations  have  been  introduced  with  the  nicest  caution.  No  wonder,  then,  that  in  their  almost 
infantine  condition  the  disgraceful  attempts  of  their  pretended  friends  should  have  been  too  successful. 
At  a  critical  moment,  when  a  love  to  regulate  the  ill-defined  relations  of  employer  and  labourer  had 
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possesfted  the  leg^fslative  bodie^t,  a  private  emigration  agent  appears;  and  when  an  enactment  passes       BARBADOS, 
to  protect  the  labourer  from  the  ill  effects  of  as  vile  a  system  of  **  crimpinff  "  as  ever  disgraced  humanity,  —— 

this  very  enactnvent  is  falsely  represented  as  restrictive  of  his  newly  acquired  freedom  ;  and,  to  the 
present  moment,  throughont  this  otherwise  peaceable  land,  a  constant  ferment  has  been  kept  up. 
The  peasant  of  this  island,  perhaps  the  healthiest  spot  on  the  globe,  is  goaded  on  by  these  unwortliy 
emissaries  to  desert  the  home  of  his  fathers  for  the  swamps  of  Guiana,  where  new  diseases  and  new 
habits  await  him,  among  a  race  jealous  of  his  intrusion,  and  who  are  represented  (I  trust  falsely)  as 
conspiring  to  revenge  on  him  (the  unsuspecting  tool  of  these  new  trafiicers  in  human  flesh)  the 
attempt  n^ade  to  reduce  their  wages  by  increasing  the  number  of  labourers  in  Guiana.  The  high 
wages  offered  he  finds  to  be  an  unreal  advantage  in  a  land  where  every  luxury  (cheap  here)  is  enoi^ 
mously  dear  ;  where  the  long  and  well  known  disparity  of  sexes,  now  rapidly  increasing,  threatens  to 
subvert  the  hopes  of  every  social  and  domestic  endearment ;  and  where,  to  use  the  language  once  used 
by  a  statement  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Society,  the  mortality  is  such  as  in  half  a  century  (if  equally 
pervading  other  countries)  to  depopulate  the  world.  Under  all  these  considerations  I  am  bound  to 
aay  that  the  emigration  of  the  Barbados  peasant  has  not  been  less  involuntary  than  experience  is 
proving  it  to  be  disadvantageous.  If  the  labours  of  British  philanthropists  havea  Iready  beeu  so  success- 
ful in  putting  a  slop  to  what  the  Anti-Slavery  Report  of  last  year  calls  ^*  the  accursed  system  of  deluding 
the  peaceful  inhabitants  of  Hindostan,  and  of  transplanting  them  from  their  homes  to  labour  under 
the  burning  sky,  amidst  the  unhealthy  swamps  of  Demerara,**  it  is  the  hope  of  every  philanthropist 
here  that  his  exertions  may  be  crowned  with  equal  success  in  behalf  of  his  own  peasantir. 

21.  The  ages  of  the  emigants  vary  from  20  to  40,  and  almost  all  males ;  very  few  children. 

22,  34.  Vide  answers  in  first,  second,  and  third  series. 

35.  The  quantity  of  ground  provisions,  com,  &c.,  is  much  greater  than  for  the  two  last  years;  and 
promises,  under  Gck1*s  blessing,  an  abundant  supply. 
36  to  40.  Vide  former  answers  in  former  series. 

(Signed)  W.  S.  Austin,  Police  Magistrate. 

No.  9.— -JRamA  of  St.  Lucy. 

1 .  Indolent  and  disorderly.  They  were  particularly  so  during  the  last  reaping  season ;  and  are 
very  litigious  amongst  themselves. 

2.  Assault  and  battery,  the  A,  debt,  and  injury  to  property. 

3.  The  good  feeling  has  not  improved  since  my  last  report ;  and  I  attribute  it  to  the  seditious 
advice  given  to  the  labourers  from  certain  incendiary  characters,  who  have  nothing  in  the  community 
at  stake,  and  are  opposed  to  everything  like  ^  rule,  order,  and  society.'' 

4.  I  believe  the  interests  of  employers  and  labourers  would  be  established  if  there  were  no  external 
interventions. 

5.  Tliey  have  not  improved  in  this  respect  since  my  last  report.  They  are  very  much  influenced  by 
a  desire  for  emigration. 

6.  Nine  hours  per  day  out  of  crop  time,  performed  when  most  convenient  to  the  labourers ;  and, 
during  the  crop,  extra  payment  for  any  work  done  over  nine  hours. 

7.  Task  work  is  now  generally  preferred  both  by  employers  and  labourers. 

8.  Two  bits  per  day,  and  in  the  reaping  season  a  half  bit  additional  per  hogshead  to  all  employed 
about  the  mill  and  boiling  house,  as  an  equivalent  for  any  time  spent  beyond  nine  hours  in  the 
manufacture  of  sugar. 

9.  The  labourers  are  generally  supplied  with  lodgings,  and  the  great  majority  of  them  have  com- 
fortable houses  gratuitously ;  they  have  also,  on  most  estates,  a  quarter  of  an  acre  of  cultivable  land 
each,  and  no  charge  made  for  rent  of  it 

10.  When  the  labourers  bestow  their  labour  on  other  estates  than  those  on  which  they  have  houses 
or  land,  they  are  generally  charged  from  half  a  bit  to  one  bit  for  each  day's  absence,  but  not 
otherwise. 

11.  No  contracts  for  work  have  ever  been  made  in  giving  task  work;  the  employers  and  labourers 
are  generally  guided  by  the  scale  of  labour  established  at  the  commencement  of  the  apprenticeship  in 
1834. 

12.  They  have  an  objection  to  being  restrained  by  any  agreements,  but  particularly  written. 

13.  Not  on  a  happy  footing,  and  very  litigiously  disposed. 

14.  Has  not  yet  produced  the  desired  effect,  no  contract  being  entered  into,  and  a  spirit  of  vagrancy 
seeming  to  influence  the  labouring  class.  * 

15.  In  no  case  since  my  last  report. 

16.  A  diminution  has  taken  place,  and  particularly  latterly,  which  I  think  is  daily  increasing,  as 
appears  to  me  from  the  several  inducements  held  out  to  them  to  emigrate  to  British  Guiana,  from  the 
many  certiflcates  applied  for  for  that  purpose. 

17.  A  great  many  did  return,  but  they  are  very  unsettled ;  they  do  not  now  appear  to  evince  much 
attachment  to  the  estates  on  which  they  have  been  born  and  brought  up,  and  I  attribute  this  apparent 
change  in  their  sentiments  to  their  willingness  to  listen  to  the  deceptions  practised  upon  them  to 
induce  them  to  emigrate,  by  artful  and  designing  persons. 

18.  Hawking  and  pedling,  infesting  the  towns,  and  passing  themselves  off  as  domestics. 

19.  One  hundred  and  seventy-seven  persons  have  obtained  certiflcates  of  emigration  from  this 
parish  since  my  last  report.  I  attribute  the  propensity  to  the  causes  hereinbefore  adverted  to  in 
reply  to  question  No.  16. 

20.  I  certainly  conceive  that  their  emigration  has  not  been  spontaneous,  and  that  they  have  been 
urged  to  it  by  the  publications  in  that  mischievous  journal,  the  Liberal^  and  the  machinations  of  a 
man  called  Tliomas  Day,  of  British  Guiana. 

21.  One  hundred  and  forty-six  males,  and  thirty-one  females,  have  obtained  certificates  fBr  emi- 
gration since  my  last  report     Adults  and  able-bodied  persons  chiefly  emigrate. 

22.  1  am  of  opinion  that  agricultural  labourers  cannot  be  spared. 

23.  Their  condition  is  good,  and  they  are  supported  by  their  parents,  but  mostly  out  of  the  means 
of  estates  on  which  they  live. 

24.  The  parish  only  supplies  one  large  school  room ;  there  are  numerous  private  schools  where 
education  may  be  acquired  very  cheaply ;  the  attendance  at  church,  and  in  the  schools,  is  equal  to 
the  accommodation. 

25.  Very  few  capable  of  doing  anything  are  allowed  by  their  parents  to  remain  on  any  estates 
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BARBADOS.       during  the  day.    The  parents  have  a  decided  objection  to  training  them  to  agricyltural  pursuits ;  and 
they  are  generally  apprenticed  to  trades,  going  to  school,  or  wasting  their  time  in  idleness. 

26.  None. 

27.  None. 

28.  They  are  fully  aware  of  it. 

29.  Happier  under  this  tribunal,  being  less  restrained  than  during  the  apprenticeship. 
SO.  They  are  fully  aware  of  it,  attend  very  readily,  and  seem  to  take  a  great  interest  in  it.*^ 

31.  I  have  had  weekly  and  continued  opportunities  for  several  months  past,  and  I  think  that  their 
permanent  establishment  will  be  attended  with  the  most  beneficial  results  to  ihe  working  classes. 

32.  The  present  system  I  conceive  roost  conducive  to  their  happiness  and  welfare. 

33.  Very  little  sugar  has  been  manufactured  in  this  parish  this  year  for  the  labourers,  attributsd)le 
to  two  causes: — Firstly,  the  very  unfavourable  weather  experienced  the  last  year;  and,  secondly, 
their  having  turned  their  attention  latterly  more  to  the  cultivation  of  provisions  than  canes. 

34.  On  all  estates  they  keep  sheep,  pigs,  goats,  and  poultry,  to  a  great  extent,  and  on  some  they 
possess  horned  cattle. 

35.  This  question  cannot  now  be  answered^  this  being  only  the  commencement  of  the  provision 
planting  season. 

36.  The  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  is  at  present  favourable,  and  the  general  state  of  cultivatioa 
good.    The  season  hitherto  has  been  rather  unfavourable. 

37.  I  am  aware  there  has  been,  especially  for  articles  of  dress. 

38.  I  do  not  think  that  savings*  banks  or  friendly  societies  would  be  contributed  to  by  the  labourers, 
as  I  believe  they  spend  their  money  as  fast  as  earned. 

39.  In  comparing  their  situation  with  that  of  the  peasantry  of  England,  and  particularly  that  of 
Ireland  as  it  has  come  under  my  observation,  I  consider  the  labourers  of  Barbados  a  very  happy 
peasantry  as  at  present  circumstanced. 

40.  I  think  that  a  trespass  act  being  in  force  in  this  island,  would  be  very  beneficial  to  the  com- 
munity in  general. 

(Signed)  A.  H.  Mohris,  Police  Magistrate. 

No.  10. — Parish  of  St  Andrew, 

1.  I  think  they  are  less  litigious  than  when  I  received  my  appointment;  except  in  very  aggravated 
cases,  the  gpreater  number  call  on  the  magistrate  to  report  their  case  and  ask  advice;  they  are 
respectful  in  their  behaviour  generally,  still  irregular  in  their  attendance  at  work,  and  require  constant 
inspection  to  the  execution  and  amount  which  they  should  perform. 

2.  The  same  as  my  last  report 

3.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

4.  The  impulse  which  has  been  given  to  emigration  by  the  pernicious  interference  of  private 
emigration  agents,  has  induced  many  of  the  labourers  to  abandon  responsible  and  lucrative  situations 
for  that  purpose ;  my  former  opinion  on  the  subject  is  therefore  shaken. 

5.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

6.  No  change  has  taken  place  since  my  last  report. 

7.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

8.  A  strong  desire  on  the  part  of  the  labourers  to  advance  the  wages  has  prevailed  since  my  last 
report,  although  it  remains  generally  as  then  stated.  I  have  had  no  complaint  for  inadequate 
payment  during  the  crop. 

9.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

10.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

11.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

12.  The  same  as  my  last  report 

13.  I  think  them  less  disposed  to  litigation  than  they  were  at  the  period  of  my  last  report;  they 
nevertheless  have  frequent  virulent  quarrels  about  trifling  matters,  and  resort  to  the  most  vulgar  and 
obscene  language  towards  each  other. 

14.  One  complaint  only  has  been  preferred  against  a  vagrant  during  the  present  quarter ;  he  was 
dismissed,  as  he  had  committed  no  crime.  The  labourers  lutvin<r  an  insurmountable  objection  to  con- 
tract labour,  let  it  alone  whenever  they  please,  being  only  subject  to  a  trifling  house  rent  for  the 
omission. 

15.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

16.  The  number  of  agricultural  labourers  who  have  emigrated  from  this  parish  since  my  last  report, 
has  been  comparatively  few,  but  a  considerable  loss  of  labour  to  both  parties  has  been  the  result  of 
that  pernicious  influence. 

17.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

18.  The  same  as  my  last  report 

19.  Only  twenty  persons  have  received  certificates  for  emigration  during  the  past  quarter  at  this 
ofiice.    The  population  of  this  parish  have  not  seemed  generally  disposed  to  emigrate. 

20.  In  addition  to  those  who  have  obtained  certificates,  only  ten  others  have  applied  to  me  for  that 
purpose,  one  of  whom  voluntarily  abandoned  it  afterwards. 

21.  Seven  men,  five  women,  three  lads,  and  five  children,  are  the  whole  amount  who  have  received 
certificates  for  emigration ;  one  man  of  these  has  engaged  himself  in  the  superintendence  of  a  sugar 
estate  in  St.  A.ndrew's  parish,  and  one  of  the  women  is  still  here  with  her  husband,  on  an  estate  con- 
tiguous to  that  on  which  she  formerly  resided. 

22.  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  surplus  of  agricultural  labourers ;  there  are  plenty  of  idlers  to 
be  seen  almost  everywhere,  who  cannot  be  induced  to  labour  for  themselves  or  any  one  dse. 

23.  {The  same  as  my  last  report 

24.  There  are  three  schools  of  the  Established  Church  of  England,  and  one  of  the  Wesleyan. 
The  parish  church,  and  one  chapel,  which  has  been  recently  enlarged,  of  the  Established  Church  of 
England,  and  one  Wesleyan  chapel,  besides  a  temporary  place  of  worship  in  which  the  rector  of  the 
parish  gives  service  every  Sunday  morning;  the  schools  are  numerously  attended,  and  the  attendance 
at  the  places  of  worship  have  exceeded  the  accommodation  ;  it  is  expected  St.  Simon's  Chapel,  which 
has  been  enlarged,  will  be  re-opened  in  the  present  month.  The  number  of  children  at  the  three 
schools  of  the  Established  Church  amount  to  two  hundred  and  sixty-five ;  two  other  schools  are  in 
contemplation* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFFAIRS  OP  »AI»ADOa  <J5 

5^.  The  same  as  tny  last  report.  PylKIIAIK>8. 

26.  The  same  as  my  last  report.  — 

27.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

28.  They  are  fully  aware  of  it. 

29.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 
SO.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

31.  The  results  continue  to  recommend  them  as  a  poweHiil  resource  for  aeeommodation. 

32.  The  same  as  my  last  report 
83.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

34.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

35.  I  continue  to  think  that  there  is. 

36.  The  season  cannot  be  reported  as  a  favourable  one.  The  suprar  crop,  now  finished  in  this 
parish,  very  short  of  quantity ;  the  yonn^  crop  has  unquestionably  suflered  by  dry  wcatlwr  and  high 
winds. 

37.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

38.  Of  savings*  banks  my  opinion  continues  the  same  as  in  my  last  report.  The  first  amtiveraury 
of  the  friendly  society  of  this  parish,  was  held  on  the  25th  of  the  present  month,  at  whidi  one 
hundred  and  eiirhteen  members  were  present,  with  a  reasonable  prospect  of  its  increasing. 

89  and  40.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

(Signed)  James  S.  Bascom,  Acting  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  W.^PuriA  of  St.  Michael.— Rural  Dktrict, 

1.  The  conduct  of  the  labourers  in  the  rural  district  of  this  parish,  has  been  such  as  generally  to 
give  satisfaction. 

2.  The  majority  of  cases  brought  before  me  are  for  assaults,  petty  thefls,  and  small  debts  incurred 
to  the  shop  keepers. 

3.  As  tar  as  I  can  judge,  and  from  information  received  from  the  most  respectable  parties,  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe,  that  in  the  rural  district  of  this  parish  there  exists  at  present  a  mutual  good 
understanding  between  the  labourers  and  their  employers;  and  I  am  further  borne  out  in  this  opinion, 
from  the  fact,  that  scarcely  a  single  complaint  has  been  made  to  me  of  any  disagreement  between 
them. 

4.  I  am  of  opinion  that,  if  lefl  to  themselves,  the  mutual  interest  of  employers  and  labourers  will 
be  the  surest  means  of  establishing  that  good  understanding  so  essential  to  the  welfare  and  happiness 
of  each  party ;  and  that  external  intervention,  whilst  it  interferes  with  many  salutary  measures 
adopted  by  the  executive  and  other  branches  of  the  legislature,  who,  residing  on  the  spot,  must 
necessarily  be  better  acquainted  with  the  wants  of  all  classes  of  the  community,  tends,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  keep  up  a  spirit  of  irritation,  and  to  engender  in  the  minds  of  the  labourers  towards  their 
employers  a  spirit  of  distrust  and  discontent. 

5.  The  labourers  in  this  parish  are,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  cases,  I  believe,  performing  their 
work  willingly.     I  hear  no  complaints  to  the  contrary. 

6.  From  6  to  10  a.m.,  and  from  1 1  to  4  p.m. 

7.  Task  work  is  not  generally  resorted  to  in  this  parish,  not  from  any  disinclination  on  the  part  of 
the  labourers  to  perform  lt»  but  from  an  opinion  formed  by  most  of  the  planters  that  it  is  an  .inju- 
dicious practice,  tending,  in  many  instances,  to  the  performance  of  bad  work  by  some  of  the  labourers, 
who,  from  their  inability  to  get  through  their  work  as  quick  as  others,  often  leave  their  task  in  an 
unfinished  and  slovenly  state.  On  this  subject,  however,  there  is  a  great  difierence  of  opinion 
between  some  of  the  best  and  most  practical  planters. 

8.  Two  bits  per  diem  to  those  labourers  who  are  located  on  the  estates,  and  a  quarter  dollar  to 
others.  In  the  reaping  season,  those  employed  about  the  work  are,  for  extra  time,  either  paid  so 
much  for  each  hogshead  of  sugar  made,  or  an  additional  sum  allowed  to  their  daily  pay,  besides 
many  small  perquisites. 

9.  Those  located  are  furnished  with  a  house,  and  on  most  estates  with  a  small  portion  of  land  to 
cultivate ;  should  they  require  more  they  pay  for  it,  at  the  rate  of  from  seven  to  ten  pounds  an  acre 
per  annum. 

10.  The  occupation  of  the  house,  and  privilege  of  planting  the  field  of  ground  attached  to  it, 
though  not  specifically  stated  as  part  of  the  daily  wages  of  the  labourer,  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be 
viewed  in  any  other  light  than  forming  a  part  of  his  hire;  as,  from  the  fact  of  those  persons  who  do 
not  reside  on  the  properties  (and  therefore  not  enjoying  these  privileges)  receiving  a  quarter  dollar, 
or  three  bits,  for  their  day's  work,  evidently  shows  that  the  house  and  land  is  taken  into  con- 
sideration. 

11.  The  engagements  between  employers  and  employed  is  for  no  certain  time,  each  party  being  at 
liberty  to  use  his  own  discretion,  and  it  is  generally  considered  to  be  only  for  such  a  time  as  the  parties 
may  agree.  If  in  any  instance  agreements  do  hike  place,  I  should  imagine  they  must  be  verbal ;  I 
have  not  heard  of  any,  nor  have  I  any  records  of  this  nature  in  my  office.  Since  the  passing  of  the 
late  **  Contract  Act,"  persons  have  been  particularly  cautious  not  to  mention  even  the  name  of 
**  contract,"  as  it  appears  such  is  the  magical  influence  of  the  word,  on  the  sensitive  part  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  labourer,  that  he  instantly  quits  the  scenes  of  his  past  life,  and  seeks,  in  a  change  of 
residence  and  employment,  to  dispel  from  his  mind  any  circumstance  that  may  recall  his  past  state, 
and  cast  even  the  shadow  of  a  duubt  on  the  freedom  of  his  will  and  action. 

12.  As  a  body,  I  should  say  verbal  to  written  agreements. 

13.  I  regret  to  say  that  I  fear  they  have  little  confidence  in  each  other,  having  recourse  to  the  law 
for  the  slightest  provocation. 

14.  In  my  answer  to  No.  11, 1  have  Already  stated  my  conviction  of  the  ill  effects  produced  by 
the  law  relating  to  "Contracts,"  &c.,  which,  although  it  contains  many  wise  and  salutary  ** clauses,*' 
has  as  yet  been  a  dead  letter.  With  respect  to  the  "  Vagrant  Act,"  1  conceive  it  will  prove  highly 
beneficial,  in  maintaining  order  and  decorum  among  the  labouring  population. 

15.  1  have  not  been  officially  called  on  to  investigate  complaints  on  account  of  the  undue  occupa- 
tion of  houses  or  lands  by  labourers,  but  have  been  privately  applied  to  for  my  advice  by  some  few  of 
them,  who  having  left  the  estate  on  which  they  had  their  domiciles,  to  work  on  others  for  an  additional 
amount  of  wages,  had  in  consequence  been  ordered  to  quit  their  houses,  which  they  wished  to  fancy 
they  could  still  occupy;  but,  on  my  representation  of  the  fallacy  of  such  an  opinion,  they  most  readily 
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BAREADOS.      consented  to  remove;  in  some  cases  whicbr  from  the  curcumstaoces,  I  considered  merited  mjr  inkrecf* 

— -—  sion,  I  gave  the  parties  a  note  to  the  manager  or  proprietor,  and  always  succeeded  in  getting  the 

matter  arranged.    In  the  cases  alluded  to,  the  labourers  have  been  to  blame,    i  think  that  these 

bickerings  would  bei)est  obviated  by  the  proprietors  hiring  the  labourers  their  houses,  and  allowing 

them  to  work  when  they  please. 

16.  I  do  not  think  that  any  great  diminution  of  agricultural  labour  haa  taken  place  as  yet  in  this 
district,  but  from  the  increase  of  emigration  I  am  afraid  it  shortly  will, 

17.  Many  labourers  have  returned  to  th^  properties  which  they  had  quitted^  and  daily  experience 
proves  that  tliey  have  in  almost  every  instance  a  latent  wish  to  return  to  those  propt^ ties  wliere  they 
have  been  brought  up  and  well  treated. 

18.  The  femdes  generally  take  to  huckstering,  and  the  mal^s  to  work  as  porters,  boatmen,  &c,^.; 
many  however  have  returned  to  their  original  employment 

19.  Since  my  reply  to  the  last  quarterly  questions,  I  have,  as  churchwjuden  of  this  parish,  signed 
one  hundred  and  fifty  certificates  to  persons  leaving  this  island,  fourteen  of  whom  were  labourers,  and 
the  others  principally  tradesmen  and  domestics.  With  very  few  exceptions,  they  have  almost  all  emt* 
gyrated  to  Detaerara  and  Derbice,  and  have  according  to  their  own  statement,  had  passages  furnished 
them  free  of  expense,  by  Mr.  Day  and  others.  I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  under  what  cir- 
cumstances they  leave  this,  if  under  contract  or  not,  but  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  no  pro* 
position  is  made  to  them  until  after  their  certificates  are  obtained ;  when  the  agent,  being  in  a  great 
measure  free  from  detection,  has  it  in  his  power  to  make  his  own  bargain  with  hia  illiterate  dupes, 
and  thus  to  evade  the  law  and  enable  the  parlies  to  take  the  oath,  which,  as  churchwarden,  I  am 
directed  to  administer  to  all  who  apply  for  certificates.  I  attribute  their  pn^nsity  to  emigrate  to  the 
inducements  held  out  to  them  of  a  free  passage^  and  promises  of  high  wages  made  by  these  agents 
and  their  subordinates. 

20.  From  my  knowledge  of  the  character  and  feelings  of  the  Barbados  peasantry,  I  should  miy 
that  their  emigration  has  not  been  spontaneous,  but  that  they  have  been  imposed  on  by  the  artful 
designs  of  self-styled  agents  and  their  subordinates,  who  are  roving  throughout  the  country,  using 
every  means  of  persuasion  in  their  power  to  induce  the  labourers  to  quit  thtdr  houses  and  emigrated 
Demerara ;  and  in  this  pursuit  I  have  reason  to  believe  they  are  neither  actuated  by.  any  regard 
for  the  welfare  of  the  labourer,  or  the  interest  of  those  by  whom  they  are  paid;  they  allure  the  one  by 
holding  out  to  them  great  rewards  and  a  life  of  pleasure  in  the  land  of  promise,  ^nd  deceive  the  othef 
by  sending  them  characters  the  most  abandoned  and  worthless,  showing  thereby  that  they  are 
actuated  by  no  moral  obligation,  but  care  only  for  the  head-money  they  receive  fur  each  emigrant  I 
am  further  borne  out  in  the  opinion  that  their  emigration  is  not  spontaneous,  by  the  fact  that  not  one 
has  gone  away  to  seek  by  his  own  unfettered  will  a  livelihood  in  another  land,  hut  have  been  shipped 
(if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression)  by  some  of  these  interested  agents,  to  their  difierent  employers. 
That  emigration  is  now  going  on  to  an  alarming  extent  is  no  longer  doubtful,  and  that  a  considerable 
number  evade  the  law  by  quitting  without  any  ticket  fh)m  the  Secretary's  ofiice,  Qs  now  likewise 
clear  )  in  defiance  of  the  salutary  precautions  adopted  by  the  executive.  I  would,  therefore,  most 
respectfully  suggest  to  his  Excellency,  the  expediency  of  applying  to  the  commanders  of  Her  Mi^es- 
ty's  ships  of  war  on  this  station,  to  have  each' vessel  taking  away  emigrants  boarded  on  their  quitdng 
the  bay,  and  the  persons  on  board  produced  for  examination  with  their  tickets.  If  it  were  practicable, 
they  should  be  made  to  leave  in  daylight,  as  I  am  informed  that  night  is  their  favourite  time  far 
departure,  thereby  evincing  that  they  have  some  motive  for  concealment.  I  regret  thai  I  have  no 
reason  to  alter  any  part  of  the  above  reply  to  the  questions  of  the  last  quarter ;  on  the  contrary,  their 
is  no  longer  a  doubt  on  my  mind  that  almost  every  vessel  that  leaves  with  *'  emigrants,**  carries  away 
a  considerable  number  withoiU  tickets. 

21.  The  ages  of  the  emigrants,  generally  speaking,  are  from  sixteen  to  forty,  the  males  ar«  more 
numerous  than  the  females;  there  has  been  of  late  an  increase  of  females  and  children. 

22.  I  do  not  think  that  in  the  rural  parts  of  the  island  there  is  a  surplus  population  for  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  land. 

23.  The  system  at  present  generally,  adopted  by  the  labourers  in  bringing  up  their  children,  is  such, 
that  if  not  speedily  attended  to,  will,  I  am  afraid,  be  prOiluctive  hereafter  of  much  poverty  and  distress 
to  them,  and  entail  on  the  community  a  degree  of  pauperism  hitherto  unknown.  They  are  brought  ^ 
for  the  most  part  in  idleness,  and  supported  by  their  parents. 

24.  There  are  great  facilities  afforded  in  this  parish  for  religious  instruction  and  education.  Besides 
the  cathedral  there  are  six  chapels,  licensed  by  the  lord  bishop,  for  the  performance  of  Divine  service  ; 
the  accommodation  afforded  in  the  whole  may  be  estimated  at  about  six  thousand.  The  Wesleyan 
and  Moravian  Societies  have  also  two  large  chapels,  capable  of  holding  about  eight  hundred  each. 
There  has  been  no  addition  to  the  schools  or  chapels  since  my  last  report. 

25.  The  children  on  estates  would  be  most  readily  employed  for  hire  by  the  proprietors,  but  thdr 
parents  keep  them  at  home  for  their  own  purposes,  and  appear  quite  averse  to  engage  tfaiem  in  any 
kind  of  agricultural  labour. 

26.  They  so  far  appear  to  take  an  interest  in  complexional  distinctions,  as  to  treat  generally  with 
more  respect  the  white  population,  but  otherwise  they  care  little  about  it,  and  will  work  A)r  those  who 
pay  them  best. 

27.  I  am  of  the  same  opinion  as  last  expressed,  that  there  is  not  the  slightest  desire  on  the  part  of 
the  authorities  and  gentry  of  the  country  to  revert  to  the  old  system. 

28.  They  are  fiilly  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  Assistant  Court  of  Appeal. 

29.  Having  in  my  last  fully  expressed  my  sentiments  on  this  query,  I  am  still  of  the  saaM 
opinion. 

30.  Tlie  labourers  are  now  fully  aware  of  the  institution  of  Courts  of  Reconciliation,  and  moat 
readily  and  cheerfully  attend  when  required  as  jurors,  and  always  evince  the  greatest  interest  in  the 
nmcepHiium. 
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gvwl  dreuf  In  list  ^ear  most  of  their  canes  would  not  make  sugar,  and  were' cut  at  an  early  period       BARBADOS, 
and  sold  for  plants.  

84.  I  am  unable  likewise  to  give  to  this  query  a  positive  answer,  having  found  the  greatest  indif- 
fert noe  in  those  eoncemed  to  give  the  information  required,  although  I  have  used  every  exertion  to 
obtain  it.  I  can,  however,  confidently  state,  that  the  quantity  of  stock  possessed  by  the  labourers  is 
very  great,  and  has  very  much  increased  of  late;  poultry,  mutton,  and  pork,  with  which  the  market 
is  principally  supplied  by  them,  has,  within  the  last  few  weeks  fallen  in  price. 

85.  In  tliis  parish  there  is  a  great  quantity  of  provision  planted  at  the  present  time,  and  I  have  no 
fear  that  any  scarcity  will  be  experienced  this  year,  as  the  other  parishes  have  generally  followed  the 
example. 

86.  The  prospects  for  the  ensuing  crop  in  this  parish  still  continues  good,  although  from  the  dry 
weather  in  May  and  June,  the  canes  have  suffered  much ;  the  season  for  the  last  two  months  has 
beea  very  uufavourable ;  the  general  state  of  cultivation  is  as  good  as  can  be  expected  from  the  weather. 

87.  Most  undoubtedly  there  has  been  a  greater  demand  for  the  articles  of  dress  and  the  luxuries 
of  life,  such  as  wine,  &c.,  amongst  the  labouring  population  since  the  abolition  of  the  apprenticeship, 
then  before.  The  labourer  of  Barbados  has  always  been  a  great  lover  of  dress,  and  even  during  the 
term  of  slavery,  as  his  savings  were  expended  on  that  article. 

88.  I  am  of  opinion  that  friendly  societies  are  much  better  adapted  to  the  present  state  of  the 
kibourers  than  savings*  banks,  as  from  their  expensive  habits  I  do  not  think  they  would  have  anything 
to  deposit  in  those  institutions.  In  this  parish  there  are  many  friendly  societies  which  are  working 
BMst  beneficially. 

89.  As  far  as  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  judging  personally  of  the  peasantry  of  England,  and 
from  what  I  have  read  and  heard  of  other  portions  of  the  British  dominions,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
declaring  my  conviction,  that  the  Barbados  peasantry  have  advantages  which  are  possessed  by  few 
others,  of  living  happily  and  contentedly,  and  that  such  is  their  general  condition.  Where  it  has 
proved  otherwise,  it  has  been  the  fault  of  crafty  and  designing  individuals,  who  for  their  own  pur- 
poses have  laboured  to  unsettle  the  minds  of  the  labourers ;  their  motives,  however,  have  long  since 
been  discovered  by  the  more  reflecting,  and,  I  trust,  will  in  no  long  time  be  visible  to  all. 

4Q,  I  have  little  to  add  to  the  remarks  made  by  me  in  my  former  report,  except  to  remark  that  a 
kinatic  asylum,  to  he  supported  by  the  general  funds  of  the  island,  should  be  erected,  as  the  limited 
accommodation  of  the  present  asylum,  which  is  supported  by  the  parochial  funds  of  the  parish,  is 
totally  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  community.  I  have  been  compelled  from  tliis  circumstance  to 
refuse  many  applications  that  have  been  made  to  me  as  churchwarden,  by  the  friends  and  rebtions  of 
persons  in  a  state  of  lunacy* 

(Signed)  J.  W.  Spencer,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  19. — Parish  of  SL  Michael^  BridgtUmn. 

1.  Oenemlly  peaceable  and  quiet,  but  mnch  inclined  to  idleness. 

2.  PeUy  thefts,  assaults,  and  batteries. 

8.  On  the  first  commencement  of  fireedom,  there  did  exist  a  great  distrust  of  their  employers,  but 
that  feeling  scarcely  now  exists ;  the  labourer  begins  to  know  his  true  interest,  and  to  understand  the 
motives  of  emigration  agents  and  others  who  wish  to  deceive  him. 

4.  Experience  lias  nearly  effected  the  establishment  of  a  mutual  good  understanding ;  external 
istervention  is  wholly  unnecessary.  The  people,  if  not  interfered  with,  will  soon  understand  thehr 
real  interests. 

5.  Rather  more  willingly  than  at  the  time  of  last  return,  but  still  there  is  great  room  for  further 
impnivemeni ;  their  unwillingness  arises  from  idle  habits. 

6.  From  7  to  10,  and  flnom  11  to  4. 

7.  In  this  parish  a  good  deal,  but  when  objections  arise  it  is  generally  on  the  part  of  the  labourer, 
who  is  disinclined  to  have  a  stated  quantity  of  work  allotted  him. 

S«  Two  bits  per  day  where  they  are  located  on  places  or  estates,  and  an  increase  of  one-third  more 
during  the  manufacturing  of  sugar,  with  additional  payment  and  allowances  when  working  from 
necessity  beyond  the  usual  number  of  hours :  independent  or  unlocated  gangs,  sometimes  work  for 
Is.  104d.  per  day. 

'9.  They  are  so  as  long  as  th^  continue  to  work  on  the  estates  on  which  they  are  located,  and  that 
gratis ;  where  they  reside  on  a  place  and  take  their  labour  elsewhere,  then  a  charge  is  made  for  the 
ooeupation  of  the  house,  varying  according  to  agreement. 

10.  The  occupation  of  the  house,  and  privilege  of  planting  and  reaping  the  fruits  of  the  land,  is 
generally  understood  as  a  bonus  for  continued  labour  five  days  in  the  week,  and  is  not  mude  a  set- 
off  against  the  payment  of  the  labourer's  wages. 

11.  Where  the  labourers  are  domiciled,  they  are  expected  to  work  five  days  in  the  week,  but  they 
are  entirely  averse  to  written  agreements ;  they  usually  engage  verbally,  no  documents  have  ever  been 
lodged  in  our  office. 

1£«  Answcved  by  the  preeedii^. 

18.  They  are  most  litigiously  inclined  with  regard  to  each  other,  and  seem  to  be  happy  when  they 
eaa  have  recourse  to  the  law. 

14.  These  acts  having  been  lately  renewed  with  alterations,  there  is  no  doubt  they  will  greatly  tend 
to  the  relief  of  the  labourer  as  soon  as  he  property  understands  them. 

16.  We  have  not  been  so  called  on  since  our  last  answer  to  this  query. 

16.  Not  of  agricultural  labourers,  but  a  number  of  artisans  and  domestics  have  been  seduced  away 
by  the  wiles  and  delusive  promises  of  emigration  agents,  and  if  it  continues  we  much  fear  there  will 
be  a  great  dimintiti«m  in  the  agricultural  population. 

17.  In  many  instances  they  have  returned.  It  is  only  the  aged  and  infirm,  and  fathers  and 
mothers  of  large  families,  who  seem  attached  to  the  soil  they  have  b^  bred  and  bom  on. 

18.  Huckstering  and  petty  trading,  as  porters,  and  employment  on  board  vessels  in  the  bay,  in 
stowing  sugars,  &c. 

19.  In  tlie  months  of  April,  May,  and  June,  we  have  signed  145  emigration  certificates,  most  of 
these  have  been  for  that  part  of  the  |>opulation  of  the  town,  we  can  well  spare.  This  is  attributable  to 
the  fondness  for  change  which  pervades  the  minds  of  the  ignorant  and  unwary,  and  to  the  delusive 
liopes  hekl  out  and  specious  promises  made  them  by  the  Guiana  emigration  agents,  who  impose 
OB  thai  r  crednyty,  and  feed  their  avarice  by  bribes  and  artful  persuasions. 
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BARBADOS.  20.  Certainly  not  spontaneous.    They  have  been  deceived  by  the  low  and  crafty  ^agents  emf^foyed  in 

^•—  this  country  by  a  neighbouring  colony,  and  believing  their  condition  would  be  made  better,  have 

emigrated  to  that  colony  ;  but  many  have  already  returned  dis^rosted  with  the  imposition  practised  on 
them,  and  many  nM>re  will  doubtless  do  so  when  opportunity  oflfers. 

21.  Generally  in  the  prime  of  life ;  the  majority  connsts  of  males,  and  only  few  children  hwre  lf>ft 
with  their  parents. 

22.  There  is  no  surplus  population,  and  the  ag^ricnltural  labourer  cannot  be  spared  or  removed 
without  ruin  to  the  island. 

23.  Very  bad  ;  their  parents  support  them,  but  bring  them  up  to  idle  and  bad  habits. 

24.  There  are  six  chapels  or  licensed  places  of  public  worship^  besides  the  cathedral,  capable  of 
containing  6,000  persons ;  they  are  scarcely  ever  full,  therefore  we  should  say  there  is  accommodatian ; 
there  are  eleven  public  schools  well  attended,  besides  many  private  ones,  as  well  as  three  or  four 
under  the  Mico  charity. 

25.  The  children  would  readily  be  employed  on  estates  by  the  owners  or  managers  of  such  estates, 
but  the  parents  are  averse  to  bringing  them  up  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

26.  They  do  not  generally. 

27.  The  very  reverse  is  the  case  ;  the  authorities  and  gentry  are  doing  everything  in  their  power, 
both  by  precept  and  example,  to  improve  the  morals  and  condition  of  the  labourers,  and  we  are  cer- 
tain that  no  individual  of  education  or  respectability  would  even  totiA  a  state  of  slavery  prolonged. 

28.  Perfectly  so. 

29.  Most  unquestionably  preferable  under  this  valuable  court,  whose  judicial  conduct  has  insured 
them  the  confidence  of  all  classes. 

30.  This  question  can  be  answered  more  accurately  by  the  police  magistrates  of  the  rural  districts ; 
in  all  cases  of  minor  offences  we  beg  to  reconcile  the  parties,  and  generally  succeed,  but  we  have 
reason  to  think  that  in  time  to  come  these  courts  will  have  a  beneficial  efiect,  and  that  the  jurors  will 
attend  without  hesitation. 

31.  Answered  by  the  preceding. 

32.  Answered  in  query  29. 

33.  We  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  this  satisfactorily ;  a  good  deal  of  sugar  has  been  made  from 
lands  in  possession  of  the  labourers. 

34.  We  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  an  accurate  return  on  this  point,  the  planters  not  taking  any 
interest  in  the  question  asked  of  them,  and  the  labourer  rather  wishing  to  conceal  the  fact.  We,  how- 
ever, know  that  the  market  is  generally  supplied  with  poultry  and  pork  from  the  labourers  of  the 
island. 

35.  There^s  a  great  quantity  planted,  and,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  if  the  favourable  weather 
•ontinues,  we  shall  have  no  reason  to  apprehend  scarcity. 

36.  Exceedingly  good,  the  cultivation  extensive.  There  was  coosideiable  drought  in  the  early  part 
of  the  season,  but  it  has  happily  been  succeeded  by  very  fine  rains. 

37.  There  has  been  a  greatly  increased  demand. 

38.  The  labourer  is  so  improvident  and  careless  of  the  future,  that  we  much  doubt  whether  he 
could  be  made  just  now  to  understand  the  utility  of  Savings*  Banks  ;  such  an  institution,  as  weH  as 
Friendly  Societies,  must  be  greatly  to  his  benefit. 

39.  As  happy  under  existing  circumstances  as  peasantry  can  be,  if  they  understand  their  many  and 
valuable  advantages. 

40.  None. 

(Signed)  E.  H.  Moore,     \ 

R.  Hendt,  >  Police  Magistrates. 

C.  Gill,  J 


Questions  for  Qoirtbelt  Ref lt,  from  the  Police  Magistracy  of  the  Island  of  Babeados. 
Between  Jnly  Ut  and  September  30^,  1840. 


1.  What- has  been  the  general  conduct  of  the  labourers  in  the  parish  under  your  magisterial  juris- 
diction, since  your  last  quarteriy  report? 

2.  Of  what  particular  description  of  offences  do  the  majority  of  the  cases  brought  before  you 
consist  ? 

3.  Is  there  any  want  of  good  feeling  between  the  labourers  and  their  employers ;  and  if  so,  to  what 
cause  do  you  attribute  it  ? 

4.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  common  interests  of  the  employers  and  labourers  will  gradually  tend, 
in  the  altered  condition  of  colonial  society,  to  the  establishment  of  a  good  understanding  between 
those  classes,  without  the  aid  of  external  intervention? 

5.  Do  the  labourers  perform  their  work  willing:ly ;  and  if  not,  to  what  cause  do  you  ascribe  it? 

6.  What  are  the  working  hours  generally  in  use.  in  your  parish? 

7.  Is  task  work  generally  resorted  to  in  your  parish  ?  if  not,  does  the  objectk>n  lie  with  the  masters 
or  the  labourers  ? 

8.  What  is  the  ordinary  rate  of  wag^,  and  how  are  the  labourers  paid  in  the  reaping  season  as  wdl 
as  in  the  other  months  ? 

9.  Are  the  labourers  generally  supplied  with  lodging  and  a  spot  of  cultivable  land  upon  the  estates 
on  which  they  may  engage  to  work?  if  so,  upon  what  terms? 

10.  Is  the  occupation  of  the  house,  and  the  privilege  of  planting  the  piece  of  ground  attached  to  it, 
mutually  understood  as  forming  a  set-oflf  against  the  payment  of  the  full  daily  value  of  the  labourer's 
work;  or  is  the  rent  of  the  house  and  land  a  distinct  charge,  having  no  reference  to  the  estate  duty  per- 
formed by  the  labourer? 

11.  What  is  the  general  practice  pursued  in  your  parish  in  hiring  labourers?  are  they  engaged 
simply  to  perform  day  labour,  which  engagement  is  only  binding  for  one  day  ?  or  do  they  usually 
enter  into  verbal  or  written    agreements  for   any  special  term«-~say  weekly,  monthly,  or  yearly; 
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14.  Has  the  dinllewanoe  of  ihe  island  laws,  regulating  the  relations  between  masters  and  servants,        BAABADQSb 
and  providing  for  the  suppression  of  vagrancy,  operated  to  the  relief  of  the  labouring  population  ?  ■^— 

15.  Have  you  been  called  upon  to  investigate  complaints,  on  account  of  the  undue  occupation  of 
bouses  or  lands  by  labourers,  from  the  plantations  on  which  they  have  been  working?  if  so,  where 
does  the  foul t  generally  exist;  in  the  employers,  the  labourers,  or  both? 

16.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  any  pensible  diminution  in  the  number  of  agricultural  labourers  in  your 
parish  has  taken  place  since  the  1st  August,  1838? 

17.  Have  many  labourers  returned  to  work  on  properties  from  which  they  removed  on  the  Ist  of 
August,  1838,  or  subsequently ;  and  do  you  consider  the  labourers  in  general  attached  to  the  estates  on 
which  they  have  been  born  and  brought  up? 

18.  To  what  kind  of  employment  do  those  persous  who  have  abandoned  agricultural  labour  usually 
betake  themselves  ? 

19.  Has  emigration  to  any  considerable  extent  occurred  among  the  labourers  of  your  parish ;  if  so, 
flfwoify  the  numbec,  and  state  to  what  cause  you  are  disposed  to  attribute  this  novel  propensity  on 
their  part? 

20.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  character  and  feelings  of  the  Barbados  peasantiy,  do  you  condiide 
thai  tbeir  emigration  has  been  spontoneous  or  otherwise  ? 

21.  What  are  the  ages,  generally  speaking,  of  the  emigrants  from  your  parish ;  and  of  which  of  the 
three  classes  of  males,  females,  and  children,  have  the  majority  of  emigrants  consisted  ? 

22.  Are  you  of  opinion  there  is  a  surplus  population  in  this  island,  and  that  a  large  proportion  of 
labMipers  might  be  ^aied  wiibout  disadvantage,  for  the  benefit  of  colonies  where  labour  is  compara- 
tively scarce  ? 

28.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  children  of  the  laboucers,  and  how  are  they  supported  ? 

24.  What  facilities  does  your  parish  supply  for  education  and  religious  instruetioil  ?  Is  the  atten- 
dance at  church  and  in  the  schools  equal  to  the  accommodation  ? 

2Su  Are  the  children  readily  employed  for  hire  by  the  estates  on  which  the  parents  are  located  ;  if 
not,  is  this  attributable  to  the  disinclination  of  the  employers  to  hire  the  services  of  the  children,  or  to 
any  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  parents  to  train  them  to  agnricultural  pursuits? 

26.  Do  the  labourers  appear  to  take  any  interest  in  the  coroplexional  distinctions  between  the  white, 
coloured,  or  black  classes  of  inhabitants? 

SX.  Have  yon  perceived  any  desire  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  or  gentry  of  the  country  to  inter- 
fere with  the  rights  of  freedom,  acquired  under  the  abolition  of  apprenticeship  by  the  labouring  popu- 
lation, or  virtually  to- retain  them  in  a  prolonged  state  of  slavery  ? 

28.  Are  the  labourers  fully  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  Assistant  Court  of  Appeal  ? 

29.  Whether  do  you  consider  the  judicial  system  obtaining  since  the  creation  of  thiff  tribunal,  or 
that  prevailing  during  the  general  employment  of  the  late  special  magistrates,  most  conducive  to  th9 
welfftie  of  the  labouring  population  ia  their  free  condition  ? 

30.  Are  the  labourers  fully  aware  of  the  institution  of  Coucta  of  Reconciliation  in  this  island ; 
if  so,  do  they  cheerfully  attend  when  summoned  as  jurors,  and  do  they  evince  an  interest  in  the  pro- 
ceedings ? 

^1.  Have  you  had  many  opportunities  of  bringing  those  tmbunals  into  operation  for  the  adjustment 
of  their  differences ;  and  are  you  of  opinion  that  their  permanent  establishment  will  be  attended  with 
practical  good  to  the  working  classes  ? 

82.  Whether  do  you  consider  the  judicial  system  obtaining  since  the  creation  of  the  Court  of  Appeal, 
or  that  prevailing  during  the  general  employment  of  the  late  special  magistrates,  most  conducive  to 
the  welfare  of  the  labouring  population  in  their  free  condition  ? 

38.  What  quantity  of  sugar  has  been  made  this  season  in  your  parish,  by  proprietors,  for  the  laboiur- 
ers  attached  thereto,  and  what  amount  of  money  has  the  same  realized  ? 

34.  What  quantity  of  stock  are  the  labourers  upon  the  estate  in  your  parish  now  possessed  of? 

35.  Is  such  a  quantity  of  ground  provisions,  corn,  &c.,  now  planted,  as  will,  in  your  opinion,  pre- 
eliide  the  posB&ility  of  a  recurrence  of  the  scarcity  threatened  in  the  earlier  part  of  1889  ? 

36.  What  are  the  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop,  and  what  the  general  state  of  cultivation  ?  Has 
the  season  been  favourable  or  otherwise  ? 

37.  Are  you  aware  that  there  has  been,  since  the  abolition  of  apprenticeship,  a  greatly  increased 
de»and  from  the  labour'uig  population  for  the  luxuries  of  lids,  such  as  wine,  articles  of  dress,  &c.  &c.? 

38.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  savings*  banks  and  friendly  societies  would  be  beneficial  to  the  labour- 
ing clasaes,  and  be  oontiibuted  to  by  them  ;  if  so,  by  what  means  do  you  conceive  that  such  institu- 
tions may  be  best  promoted  ? 

39.  On  comparing  their  situation  with  that  of  the  labouring  classes  in  other  portions  of  the 
British  dominions,  do  you  consider  the  labourers  of  Barbados  a  happy  peasantry  as  at  psesent  cir- 
oonistaoced? 

40.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make,  or  any  practical  measures  to  recommend,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  labouring  population  in  particular,  or  of  this  community  in  general  ? 


ANSWERS. 


No.  l.—PaHih  of  SL  Philip, 

L  Submission  to  the  laws,  and  much  more  regular  in  their  work. 

2.  Chiefly  petty  thefls,  and  assaults  and  bntteries. 

3.  The  feeling  between  the  labourers  and  employers  has  vastly  improved  since  my  last  quarterly  re- 
port. 

4.  I  am  confident  that  the  common  interests  of  both  parties  would  tend  sooner  to  the  establishment 
of  a  good  understanding  if  there  was  no  external  intervention. 

5.  Upon  the  majority  of  estates  in  this  parish  they  do ;  and  on  those  where  they  do  not,  I  attribute 
it  entirely  to  injudicious  management. 

6.  I  may  say  that  task  work  is  now  generally  adopted,  which  the  labourers  generally  finish  in 
seven  hours  per  day. 

7.  I  beg  to  refer  to  my  last  answer. 

8.  From  two  bits  to  a  quarter  of  a  dollar,  which  ia  paid  weekly. 
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BARBADOS*  9.  They  are  ^renerally  supplied  with  a  house  and  a  spot  of  land,  for  which  they  are  expected  to 

— ~  work  rec^ularly  five  days  per  week ;  if  not  they  pay  as  a  rent  one  hit  per  day  when  absent 

10.  ft  is  not  icenerally,  but  upon  some  estates  it  is  a  distinct  charge,  liaving  reference  to  the  estate 
duty  performed  by  the  labourer. 

1 1 .  The  general  practice  is,  **  that  they  are  engaged  to  perform  day  labour,  which  engagement  it 
binding  for  that  day,"  their  agreements  are  all  verbal,  therefore  no  records  are  lodged  in  my  oflBce. 

12.  They  always  prefer  verbal  to  written  agreements. 
IS.  Litig^usly  disposed. 

14.  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  have  been. 

15.  I  have  had  applications^  but  by  seeing  both  parties,  have  arranged  the  matter  amicably ;  there  is 
ftult  on  both  sides. 

16.  A  great  many  quitted  some  months  ago  as  emigrants,  but  they  have  returned  in  large  num- 
bers. 

17.  They  have  generally  returned,  and  I  consider  they  are  attached  io  the  estates  on  which  they 
have  been  bom  and  brought  up. 

18.  To  huckstering,  &c. 

19.  Emigration  to  a  very  great  extent  has  occurred  in  this  parish  to  the  amount  of  several  hundreds, 
which  I  attribute  to  the  seduction  and  craily  wiles  of  emigration  agents. 

20.  I  conclude  '*  their  emigration  has  not  been  spontaneous.*' 

21.  All  ages,  but  chiefly  the  eflSdent  labourers,  not  confining  it  to  either  particular  class. 

22.  I  am  of  opinion  there  is  not  a  surplus  population  of  agricultural  labourers,  and  therefore  they 
could  not  be  spared  without  great  disadvantage. 

23.  Anything  but  good,  they  are  supported  by  their  parents.' 

24.  The  facilities  in  this  parish  for  education  and  religious  instruction  are  numerous,  and  the  attend- 
ance equal  to  the  accommodation. 

25.  They  would  be  readily  employed,  but  their  parents  are  not  disposed  to  train  them  up  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits. 

26.  None  whatever. 

27.  None  whatever. 
2a  They  are. 

29.  1  consider  the  present  judicial  system  most  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  labouring  population 
in  their  free  condition. 

80.  They  are ;  and  attend  cheerfully  when  summoned,  and  they  evince  great  interest  in  them. 

31.  Wher^er  I  have  had  an  opportunity,  I  have  done  so,  and  am  of  opinion  that  the  permanent 
cistahlishment  will  be  attended  with  practical  good  to  the  working  classes. 

32.  This  is  not  the  season  for  making  sugar. 

33.  A  vast  number;  but  the  exact  quantity  I  do  not  know,  and  have  found  it  impossible  to  obtain. 

34.  Provisions  are  abundant,  and  I  have  no  apprehension  of  a  scarcity. 

35.  Much  better  than  the  last  year,  as  the  season  has  been  more  favourable. 

36.  There  has  been  a  great  increased  demand  for  the  luxuries  of  life. 

37.  I  am  of  opinion  that  both  would  be  beneficial  to  the  labouring  classes ;  and  I  conceive  that 
the  institution  of  friendly  societies  would  be  best  promoted  by  the  clergy  in  each  parish. 

38.  I  consider  the  peasantry  of  Barbados  happy,  and  &r  more  so  on  comparing  their  situation  with 
that  of  the  labouring  classes  in  other  portions  of  the  British  dominions. 

39.  I  have  none. 

(Signed)  P.  L.  Applewh^ite,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  2. — Pamhof  St,  James. 

1.  The  conduct  of  the  labourers  in  this  parish  (on  the  whole)  has  been  very  good  since  my  last 
quarterly  report. 

2.  The  majority  of  offences  consists  of  assaults  and  batteries,  with  a  few  cases  of  debts  and  petty 
thefls. 

3.  There  is  at  present  a  mutual  good  feeling  subsisting  between  labourers  and  employers  in  this 
parish. 

4.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  common  interests  of  employers  and  labourers  being  inseparably  con- 
nected, do  not  require  the  aid  of  external  intervention  for  promoting  a  good  understanding  between 
the  parties. 

5.  The  labourers  at  the  present  time  seem  to  perform  their  work  willingly ;  the  cause  of  the  contrary 
event  occasionally  happening,  may  generally  be  traced  to  the  want  of  proper  management  on  the  pro- 
perty where  it  occurs. 

6.  The  working  hours  are  generally  from  six  to  nine  o'clock,  a.m.,  and  from  ten  a.m.  to  four  p.m. 

7.  Task  work  is  not  much  resorted  to,  the  objection  lies  with  employers,  who  generally  find  the  work 
(from  being  hurried)  badly  done. 

8.  The  rate  of  wages  varies  at  present  from  \s,  3d,  to  Is,  6|cf. ;  and  in  the  reaping  season,  from  Is,  6id. 
to  If.  lO^d,  per  diem. 

9.  The  labourers  are  always,  or  at  least  in  most  cases,  supplied  with  a  bouse  and  a  small  piece  of  cul- 
tivable land. 

10.  I  should  presume  from  the  fact  of  the  labourers  readily  obtaining  Is,  6f  (2.  per  day  when  work- 
ing abroad,  and  his  only  getting  Is.  Sd.  when  working  on  the  property  on  which  his  house  and  land 
are  situated,  that  the  occupation  of  the  house  and  the  privilege  of  planting  the  land  attached  to  it,  is 
meant  (if  not  understood)  as  forming  a  set-off  against  the  payment  of  the  full  value  of  the  labourer's 
daily  work,  remarking  at  the  same  time,  that  the  annual  difference  of  the  wages  which  I  will  suppose  to 
be  the  rent,  is  a  low  price  for  the  comfort  which  the  labourer*s  house  and  land  generally  afford  him. 

11.  The  labourers  in  this  parish  are  simply  engaged  to  perform  day  labour,  which  engagements  £ 
should  consider  only  binding  for  one  day,  but  the  knowledge  that  if  they  do  not  work  steadily  and  conti- 
nuously, that  they  would  not  be  allowed  to  occupy  their  houses  on  the  property,  generally  induces  them 
to  remain  settled  on  one  estate. 

12.  'I'he  labourers  are  very  averse  to  agreements  of  any  sort. 

13.  They  are  most  litigiously  disposed,  resorting  to  law  on  most  frivolous  g^rounds. 

14.  The  new  island  law  regulating  the  relations  ^tween  masters  and  servants,  has  never  to  the  present 
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tune  been  acted  on  in  this  parish,  proprietors  and  manaffers  finding  the  plans  which  they  were  forced  to       BARBADOS, 
adopt  on  the  disallowance  of  the  former  act,  to  succeed  very  well,  deem  it  impolitic  to  run  any  risk  of  ,     ., 

disturbing  the  good  order  and  tranqnillity  which  at  present  prevail  by  maldng  eny  aheration  in  tkeir 
system  of  management.  The  Act  for  the  suppression  of  vagrancy  has  alai^  not  been  letcd  on,  but  oan- 
npi  fell  to  operate  as  a  protection  to  the  industrious  labourer. 

15.  I  have  not  been  called  on  to  investigate  complaints  of  tmlawftil  oocupatioa  «f  iMwes  and  lands, 
by,  or  ejectment  of  labourers  from,  the  plantations  on  which  they  have  been  working. 

16.  A  very  sensible  diminution  in  the  number  of  agricultural  labourers  took  place  ioifliediately  after 
the  termination  of  apprenticeship. 

17.  Great  numbers,  or  nearly  all  the  labourers,  have  returned  to  the  efrtates  which  tiity  left  on  the  first 
Augrust,  1B38,  or  shortly  after ;  and  I  consider  that  in  general  they  are  much  attached  to  the  places  where 
they  have  been  born  and  brought  up. 

18.  Those  persons  who  abandon  agriculture  usually  betake  themselves  to  domestic  cmployvients,  and 
■pme  to  cajpcnters,  shoemakers,  and  tailors'  trades,  &c.  &c. 

19.  I  have  granted  no  certificates  to  persons  desirous  of  emigrating  during  the  last  qnarter. 

20.  From  my  knowledge  of  the  character  and  feelings  of  the  Barbados  peasantry,  I  consider  their . 
emigration  to  be  the  results  of  the  gross  deceptions  practised  by  emigration  agents  and  their  emissaries, 
by  holding  out  promises  which  they  never  realize,  makmg  engagements  which  they  know  are  not  valid, 
and  representations  of  the  correctness  of  which  in  their  infant  state  of  education,  it  would  be  onnatnral 
to  suppose  the  Barbados  labourer  could  form  any  idea. 

22.  I  am  of  opinion  that  so  far  from  there  being  a  surplus  of  labouring  popnlatkin  in  this  island,  that 
no  labourers  could  be  spared  without  decided  disadvantage. 

23.  The  condition  of  the  children  of  the  labourers  is  happy  at  present ;  in  this  paridi-they  are  entirely 
supported  by  their  parents,  and  the  greater  part  are  brought  up  in  great  idleness. 

24.  My  parish  affords  a  large  school  and  plenty  of  accommodation  in  a  church  and  chapel;  the 
attendance  at  both  is  equal  to,  but  does  not  exceed,  the  accommodation  aiftirded. 

25.  The  children  would  be  most  readily  employed  on  every  estate  on  which  their  parents  are  located, 
but  the  most  decided  aversion  is  evinced  by  them  to  train  their  children  to  agricultural  punsuits. 

26.  Labourers  appear  to  take  little  interest  in  the  complexional  difference  between  the  white,  coloured, 
or  black  classes  of  inhabitants.     As  maf^ters  or  employers,  I  should  say  they  decidedly  prefer  the  former. 

27.  So  far  from  the  authorities  or  gentry  of  the  island  wishing  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  free- 
dom of  the  labouring  population,  or  wishing  vhrtually  to  retain  them  in  a  state  of  slavery,  every  oppor- 
tunity  is  seized  to  point  out  to  them  their  new,  improved,  and  happy  condition. 

28u  The  labourers  are  fully  aware  of  the  existence  of,  and  the  advantages  afforded  them  by,  the 
Court  of  Appeal,  and  immediately  after  my  decision  in  any  case  is  made  known,  the  right  of  appeal 
ftrom  it  is  fully  explained  to  them. 

29.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  advantages  afforded  by  the  Court  of  Appeal  renders  the  present  judi-* 
cial  fystem  more  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  labouring  population  in  their  *^  free  ooadition«"  than 
that  existing  under  the  late  special  magistrates. 

80.  The  labourers  are  gradually  becoming  aware  of  the  institution  of  Courts  of  Reconciliation ; 
in  most  cases  they  cheerfully  attend  when  summoned  as  jurors,  and  evince  mnch  interest  in  the  pro* 
ceedings. 

31.  I  have  had  many  opportunities  of  bringing  these  tribunals  into  operation  ibr  the  adjuatment  of 
differences,  and  am  t)f  opinion  that  their  permanent  establishment  will  be  attended  with  practical  good 
to  the  working  classes. 

82.  Answered  by  No.  29. 

33.  J  have  used  my  utrAost  endeavours  to  obtain  an  accurate  account  of  the  quantity  of  sugar  made 
by  the  proprietors  of  estates  for  labourers  attached  thereto,  but  have  found  it  impossible  to  get  a  correct 
statement ;  by  some  it  has  been  refused,  by  others  it  has  been  promised  but  never  ft>rwarded  ;  trom 
my  own  observation  I  should  say  very  little  has  been  made,  their  crops,  in  common  with  most  estates 
in  this  parish,  having  failed  from  the  excessive  dry  season. 

34.  Since  my  last  report  the  labourers  in  this  parish  have  paid  more  attention  to  the  raising  of  stodc, 
hot  the  exact  quantity  cannot  be  ascertained. 

35.  There  is  no  reason  to  dread  a  recurrence  of  the  scarcity  of  provisions  threatened  in  the  earlier 
part  <d  1839. 

36.  The  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  are  better  than  the  last  year,  the  cultivation  has  been  good, 
and  the  season  more  favourable. 

37.  There  has  been,  since  the  abolition  of  apprenticeship,  a  greatly  increased  demand  from  the 
labouring  population  for  the  luxuries  of  life,  such  as  wine,  articles  of  dress,  &c.  &c. 

38.  Savings'  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies  would  no  doubt  be  beneficial.  One  of  the  latter  has  ' 
been  established  by  the  rector  of  this  parish,  and  is  as  yet  well  supported. 

39.  I  was  brought  up  in  England,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  peasantry  of  Barbados, 
as  at  present  circumstanced,  is  as  happy  as  that  of  Bngland,  exclusive  of  the  advantages  afforded  the 
former  by  the  difference  of  climate. 

40.  An  Act  to  establish  a  lunatic  asylum. 

(Signed)  Francis  Thornuill,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  S.— Parish  of  St.  George. 

1.  Qniet  in  general. 

2.  Of  assaults  and  batteries. 

3.  I  have  observed  no  want  of  good  feeling  between  the  industrious  labourers  and  their  employers. 

4.  I  am  of  that  opinion. 

5.  They  do  upon  the  majority  of  estates  in  this  parish  ;  and  when  they  do  not,  the  cause  may  be 
ascribed  to  external  intervention  with  the  labourers. 

6.  From  sunrise  to  four  o'clock  p.m.,  daily,  an  hour  of  which  space  is  allowed  for  breakfast ; 
Saturdays  commonly  eicepted. 

7.  Noi  generally  :  the  labourers  prefer  task  work,  but  the  masters  or  employers  have,  especially  of 
late,  adopted  either  task  work,  or  nine  hours'  work  per  day,  according  to  occasion. 

8.  From  20  to  25  cents  a  day  in  money,  by  weekly  payments  Uiroughout  the  year  generally. 

§.  They  are,  upon  the  usual  terms  of  labouring  upon  the  estates,  on  which  they  may  engage  to 
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BARBADOS.      ^otk  five  days  in  eadi  week  (sicknesB  and  other  unforeseen  accidents  excepted),  besides  the  ordinary 
rate  of  daily  wages. 

10.  It  is  not;  upon  some  estates  in  this  parish  the  rent  of  land  attadied  to,  or  detached  from,  the 
house  is  a  distinct  charge,  without  reference  to  the  estate  duty  performed  by  the  labourer. 

11.  Labourers  located  upon  the  several  estates  in  this  parish  usually  enter  into  verbal  agreements 
to  labour  five  days  successively  in  each  week ;  but  unattached  labourers  are  engaged  simply  to  perform 
day  labour,  which  engagement  is  only  binding  for  one  day ;  no  records  of  this  nature  are  lodged  in  my 
office. 

12.  They  are  disposed  generally  to  prefer  verbal  to  written  agpreements. 

13.  I  am  of  opink>n  that  they  are,  especially  the  better  sort. 

14.  It  has  beyond  doubt. 

15.  I  have.    The  fault  generally  exists  in  both. 

16.  I  am  of  that  opinion. 

17.  Very  few  within  my  knowledge.     I  do  not  consider  they  are  in  general. 

18.  To  such  as  they  prefer,  or  can  obtain. 

19.  It  has  not  occurred  beyond  the  extent  of  nine  persons  from  this  parish. 

20.  I  conclude  that  their  emigration  has  been  spontaneous. 

21.  From  the  ages  of  19  to  28  years.    The  majority  of  emigrants  have  been  males. 

22.  I  am  of  opinion  that  there  is,  but  that  no  proportion  of  industrious  agricultural  labourers  could 
be  spared  from  this  island  without  serious  disadvantage  to  the  growth  of  the  staple  commodities  of 
the  soil. 

23.  Very  poor  in  general ;  they  are  chiefly  supported  by  their  parents. 

24.  I  do  not  know. 

25.  They  are. 

26.  They  do. 

27.  I  have  not :  the  present  administration  of  the  government  of  this  island  is  the  greatest  security 
ibr  the  rights  of  freedom. 

28.  I  believe  they  are  quite  so. 

29.  I  consider  that  both  systems  have  worked  well  for,  but  that  of  the  Assistant  Coiut  of  Appeal 
has  been  the  most  conducive  to,  the  welfare  of  the  labouring  population  in  their  free  condition. 

SO.  In  this  parish  they  are. 

81.  I  have.     I  am  of  that  opinion. 

32.  I  consider  the  magisterial  system  established  by  the  creation  of  the  Assistant  Court  of  Appeal 
most  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  labouring  population  in  their  free  condition. 

33.  I  do  not  know. 

34.  I  do  not  exactly  know ;  but,  in  addition  to  pigs,  goats,  and  poultry,  which  they  formerly  kept, 
many  labourers  are  now  possessed  of  cattle  and  horses. 

35.  I  believe  there  is.  I  have  heard  no  apprehensions  of  scarcity  recently  expressed  by  the  planters 
of  this  parish. 

86.  Unfavourable  in  this  parish. 

37.  I  am. 

38.  I  am,  but  cannot  suggest  the  means  whereby  such  institutions  may  be  best  promoted. 
89.  I  do  most  sincerely. 

40.  I  have  not. 

(Signed)  William  Griffith,  Folice^agistrate. 

No.  4.— Parish  of  St,  John. 

1.  The  general  conduct  of  the  labourers  of  this  parish  since  my  last  quarterly  report  has  been  peace- 
able ;  and  since  the  spirit  of  emigration  has  subsided  amongst  them,  they  have  become  more  settled 
and  steady  in  their  habits. 

2.  Petty  assaults. 

3  and  4.  In  reply  to  these  questions  I  have  nothing  to  remark  differing  from  my  reply  to  them  in 
report  of  31st  March. 

5.  The  labourers  generally  in  this  parish  perform  their  work  willingly. 

6.  See  replies  to  questions  Nos.  3  and  4. 

7.  Task  work  is  not  generally  resorted  to,  in  consequence  of  the  neglig^t  performance  of  their 
work  by  labourers  under  that  system. 

8.  9,  and  10.  See  report  of  30th  June. 

11, 12,  13,  and  14.  See  replies  to  questions  Nos.  3  and  4. 

15.  I  have  in  some  few  instances  been  called  upon  to  investigate  complaints  on  account  of  the  un- 
due occupaticm  of  their  lod^ng  by  the  labourer,  and  the  fault  has  been  found  to  exist  with  the  la- 
bourer. 

16,  17,  and  18.  See  replies  to  Nos.  3  and  4. 

19.  Emigration  has  not  occurred  to  any  extent  in  this  parish;  only  two  labourers  have  left  the 
island  to  my  knowledge. 

20.  See  No.  19  of  report  of  30th  June. 

21.  The  two  persons  who  have  left  this  parish  since  my  last  quarterly  report  were  male  adults,  who 
informed  me  that  they  were  going  to  Demerara  to  look  after  some  members  of  their  family  who  had 
gone  thither. 

22.  23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  and  29.  See  replies  to  questions  Nos.  3  and  4. 

30.  The  labourers  are,  I  believe,  fiilly  aware  of  the  establishment  of  Courts  of  Beoonciliatioii  in  this 
parish ;  they  willingly  attend  as  jurors,  and  take  a  lively  interest  in  the  proceediogs. 

31.  The^  tribunals  are  in  operation  in  this  parish  fortnightly,  when  the  dtfierenecs  arisingp  amongst 
all  classes  are  frequently  referred  for  arbitration.  I  am  of  opinion  that  their  permaneiit  eslahlifliuaeDt 
will  be  productive  of  general  good  to  the  labouring  classes. 

32.  A  repetition  of  question  29. 

83.  This  question  is  not  applicable  to  the  season  included  in  this  quarter. 

34.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  labourers  are  acquiring  increase  of  wealth  in  stock,  ^kc 
Of  the  exact  quantity  since  my  quarterly  report  (ending  1st  January  last),  I  h&ve  had  nd  means  in  my 
power  of  forming  a  correct  estimate. 

35.  See  replies  to  Not.  3  and  4. 
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•    36.  I  am  of  opinioo  that  the  agricultural  prospects  in  this  parish  justify  the  expectaiiotis  of  an  ave^       BARBADOS. 

rag^  crop  for  the  ensuing  season.     The  growing  season  has  been  interrupted  by  short  intervals  of  

severe  drought,  which  has  been  unfavourable  to  the  sugar  crop.     The  general  state  of  cultiTation  is 
good. 

37,  38,  39,  and  40.  See  replies  to  Nos.  3  and  4. 

(Signed)  Henry  Piloriv,  Pohce  Magistrate. 

No.  5. — Parish  of  Chnd  Church. 

1.  Generally  speaking  their  conduct  is  good. 

2.  Petty  thefts  and  breaches  of  the  peace,  but  more  particularly  the  latter. 

3.  From  my  observations,  I  should  say  that  generally  there  is  no  want  of  good  feeling  between  the 
hibourers  and  their  employers.  With  some  of  the  labourers  on  some  of  the  estates  (a  few)  the  feeling 
is  not  so  good ;  this  is  to  be  attributed  to  a  strange  notion  which  they  entertain  respecting  their  agree- 
ments with  their  employers;  they  look  for  a  scnipulous  observance  of  the  agreements  on  the  part  of 
their  employers,  but  are  regardless  of  them  on  their  own  part;  this  is  particularly  exemplified  in  refer- 
ence to  the  terms  on  which  they  hold  their  cottages;  the  cottage  is  given  rent  free  by  way  of  retainer 
for  steady  and  continuous  labour  on  hire  when  in  health,  with  the  understanding,  that  if  they  work  on 
other  properties  without  the  leave  of  their  employee,  they  are  to  pay  rent  for  such  day  so  absent  \  al- 
though they  readily  enter  into  such  engagements,  yet  they  refuse  to  pay  rent  when  incurred  by  a  vio* 
lation  of  the  agreement 

4.  The  return  of  some  of  the  labourers  who  emigrated  to  British  Guiana  under  delusive  piospectt 
held  out  to  them  by  private  emigration  agents  of  bettering  their  condition,  having  in  a  great  measure 
checked  emigration  during  the  latter  part  of  the  present  quarter  (four  persons  only  having  applied  for 
certificates  this  month),  I  am  induced  to  hope  that  they  will  become  more  settled,  and  that  a  good  and 
lasting  understanding  will  be  established  amon<zst  employers  and  labourers  without  the  aid  of  external 
intervention,  the  common  interests  of  both  requiring  that  it  should  be  so. 

5.  The  labourers  when  employed  on  other  properties  than  those  on  which  they  are  domiciled,  work 
more  willingly  than  they  do  at  home,  which  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  circumstance  of  their  receiving  on 
those  occasions  extra  supplies  of  refreshments. 

6.  The  working  hours  are  generally  from  6  to  10,  and  from  11  to  4  o'clock. 

7.  Task  work  not  answering  the  expectations  of  employers,  is  almost  abandoned  by  them. 

8.  The  general  rate  of  wages  is  two  bits  per  day  for  first  class  labourers,  the  other  classes  in  pro 
portion.  During  the  crop,  cane  cutters  are  paid  a  quarter  dollar  per  day,  and  the  manufacturers 
three  bits. 

9.  Labourers  domiciled  on  properties  are  supplied  with  good  houses,  and  generally  with  a  spot  of 
land  (about  a  quarter  of  an  acre)  as  a  garden,  free  of  rent 

10.  The  general  understauding  between  the  labourers  and  their  employers  for  the  privilege  of  enjoy- 
ing the  houses  and  land  given  to  the  former,  is  that  for  the  wages  agreed  on  they  will  work  on  the  pro- 
perty of  their  employers  when  required.  If  they  give  their  services  to  other  properties  against  the 
will  of  their  employers,  they  are  ttien  charged  rent  at  the  rate  of  one  bit  per  day  for  each  day  spent 
in  the  service  of  strangers. 

11.  No  contracts  of  service  have  ever  been  lodged  in  my  office,  nor  am  I  aware  that  any  have  been 
entered  into  between  labourers  and  employers ;  the  general  practice  in  use,  leaving  each  party  free  to 
act  as  he  may  think  fit. 

12.  The  labourers  are  opposed  to  written  agreements. 

IS.  The  labourers  as  a  body  are  kindly  disposed  to  each  other. 

14.  The  renewal  of  the  island  laws,  regulating  the  relations  of  masters  and  servants,  cannot  fail  to 
operate  in  favour  of  the  latter,  in  protecting  them  against  summary  ejectments ;  but,  as  regards  the 
former,  from  the  decided  objection  which  the  labourers  hold  to  contracts  for  service,  it  gives  them  no 
assurance  of  a  supply  of  labour,  when  wanted,  from  those  domiciled  on  their  properties. 

15.  Dining  this  quarter  I  have  been  called  upon  in  one  instance  to  investigate  the  undue  occupation 
of  premises :  this  was  the  case  of  a  woman  domiciled  on  an  estate,  who  refiised  to  labour  for  the  pro- 
perty, or  to  give  up  the  house  she  occupied. 

16.  No  great  diminution  has  taken  place. 

17.  In  many  cases  the  labourers  have  returned  to,  and  again  located  themselves  on,  the  properties 
they  had  led. 

18.  To  domestic  service,  trades,  and  huckstering. 

19.  During  the  present  quarter  I  have  granted  fifty-four  emigration  certificates  (of  these  one  was  for 
a  white  person),  being  a  decrease  of  seven  as  compared  with  the  previous  quarter ;  and  when  I  consider 
that  in  the  present  month  only  four  certificates  have  been  applied  for,  it  furnishes  me  with  the  pleasing 
hope  that  the  labourers  are  beginning  to  think  and  to  act  for  themselves,  and  that  they  \^ill  no  longer 
be  made  the  dupes  and  victims  of  avaricious  men,  who  care  not  for  their  sufferings  when  removed  to 
another  land,  so  they  can  enrich  themselves  by  the  bead-money  they  obtain  as  the  reward  of  their  ne- 
farious traffic. 

20.  From  my  knowledge  of  the  character  and  feelings  of  the  Barbados  peasantry,  and  their  strong 
attachment  to  their  native  land,  I  feel  perfectly  assured  that  their  emigration  is  by  no  means  sponta- 
neous. 

21.  The  ages,  generally  speaking,  are  from  20  to  35,  and  the  majority  males. 

22.  It  cannot  be  said  that  we  have  a  surplus  population  requiring  to  be  relieved  by  emigration. 

23.  Parents  appear  more  anxious  about  the  welfiire  of  their  children  in  training  them  to  habits  of 
industry,  and  their  aversion  to  agricultural  pursuits  has  greatly  abated. 

24.  In  this  parish  we  have  a  church,  four  chapels,  and  seven  public  schools  in  operation,  and  a 
chapel  on  a  very  large  scale  in  course  of  erection  in  the  most  populous  district  of  the  parish.  The  ac- 
commodation which  these  buildings  afford  is  greater  than  the  attendance  at  them. 

25.  Children  are  readily  employed  for  hire  when  the  parents  do  not  object,  and  1  am  happy  to  say 
their  indisposition  to  train  them  to  agricultural  pursuits  is  by  no  means  as  great  as  it  was. 

26.  The  labourers  do  take  an  interest  in  complexional  distinctions,  and  their  preference,  as  to  confi- 
dence in  the  respective  classes,  is  in  favour  of  the  whites. 

27.  Certainly  not. 

28.  They  are. 

t9.  The  present  judicial  system,  conducted  as  it  is  under  the  supervision  of  this  tribunal,  is  more 
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BARBADOS,      conducive  to  the  welfare  of  tbe  labouring  population  than  that  which  prevaited  during^  the  gpeneral  enr 
.  ployment  of  tlie  late  special  magistrates. 

30.  The  institution  of  Courts  of  Reconciliation  is  fully  known  to  the  labourers,  who  readily  attend 
when  summoned  as  jurors,  and  they  seem  to  take  an  interest  in  the  proceedin^rs. 

31.  I  still  continue  to  hold  Courts  of  Reconciliation,  and  as  in  every  case  I  have  been  successful  in 
adjusting  differences,  I  am  of  opinion  that  their  permanent  establishment  will  be  attended  with  practi- 
cal good  to  the  working  classes. 

32.  See  answer  to  29. 

33.  From  the  reasons  set  forth  in  my  last  report  I  am  unable  to  answer  this  question. 

34.  From  the  reasons  set  forth  in  my  last  report  I  am  unable  to  answer  this  question. 

35.  Provisions  are  plentiful^  and  there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  a  scarcity  of  food. 

36.  Tbe  season  has  not  been  favourable  for  the  sugar  crop,  the  rains  having  fallen  partially,  and  I 
am  sorry  to  learn  that  the  crops  will  be  very  short  on  some  of  the  estates  in  this  parish. 

374  There  has  been  a  greatly  increased  demand  on  the  part  of  the  labourers  for  the  luxuries  of  life 
Bince  freedom. 

38.  Savings'  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies  must  prove  beneficial  to  the  labouring  classes.  The  lat- 
ter, which  are  established  in  this  parish,  have  worked  much  good  in  improving  their  conduct  &nd 
morals;  and  as  they  readily  contribute  to  them  and  feel  a  pride  in  becoming  members,  I  have  no  doubt 
they  would  lend  their  support  to  promote  Savings'  Banks,  as  the  surest  means  of  securing  their  surplus 
earnings ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  legislative  enactment  to  authorize  their  committees  to  mtke 
proper  rules  and  regulations  for  the  better  government  and  guidance  of  the  same,  to  impose  such 
fines  and  forfeitures  upon  the  members  who  offend  such  rules,  as  shall  be  just  and  necessary  fur  duly 
«Bforcing  the  same,  would  tend  very  much  to  benefit  the  said  societies. 

39.  I  think  they  may  be  regarded  as  the  happiest  peasantry  in  the  world. 

40.  I  have  no  further  suggestions  to  make  than  those  contained  in  my  report  of  March  last,  in 
answer  to  this  question. 

(Signed)  Joseph  P.  Evelyn,  Police  Magistrate. 

No-  e.-^Pariih  of  St.  Peter. 

My  '*  Answers  relative  to  the  vrorkhig  of  the  free  system  in  Barbados,'*  for  the  quarter  ending  on 
the  30th  day  of  last  September,  are  essentially  the  same  as  those  for  the  preceding  quarter. 

My  last  report,  in  answer  to  the  19th  question,  states  that  two  hoodred  and  lldy-two  persons  had 
received  certificates  of  emigration.  Eighteen  persons  have  since  received  certificates,  making  a  total 
of  two  hundred  and  seventy,  exclusive  of  fifty-nine  children,  to  the  30th  day  of  September  iut. 

(Signed)  J.  C.  B.  Scantleburt,  Police  Magistrate. 

No.  l.-'Pariih  of  St.  Thomas. 

In  answer  to  the  questions  relative  to  the  working  of  the  free  system  in  this  island,  for  the  qnarter 
ending  the  30th  September,  I  have  the  honour  to  stale  that  I  see  no  veason  to  alter  or  add  anything 
to  my  last  report  on  this  subject,  from  the  let  to  39th  question. 

40.  Emigration  appears  to  be  rapidly  on  the  decline;  for  only  five  persons  have  applied  during 
the  quarter  tor  certificates,  none  of  whom  I  believe  have  qtiitted.  The  prospect  of  reaping  a  good 
crop  next  year  is  at  this  time  very  cheering  to  the  agricultural  b<)dy,  although  the  growth  of  the  caaes 
was  at  first  much  retarded  by  dry  weather  nt  the  early  part  of  tbe  year. 

(Signed)  J.  Caeew,  Police  Magistrate. 

No.  8.~PlorM&  of  8i.  Joseph. 

1.  Since  my  appointment  I  have  discovered  hnt  little  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  labourers  of  this 
parish  to  restlessness  or  disorder.    They  appear  to  be  settling  down  into  steady  and  industrious  habits. 

2.  They  chiefly  consist  of  small  debts»  with  some  f^w  cases  of  assaults,  and  still  fewer  kircenieii. 

3.  I  regret  to  think  that  there  does  not  at  this  moment  exist  that  entire  reciprocity  of  good  feeling 
between  employer  and  labourer  which  every  well-wisher  of  both  parties  must  anxiously  covet ;  and  I 
would  attribute  it  in  a  great  measure  to  the  dis5iati8factk>n  produced  in  the  minds  of  the  labourers  by 
the  agents  for  emigration,  which  has  again  roused  for  a  time  those  lurking  suspicions  with  which 
they  were  once  wont  to  view  every  act  of  their  employers. 

4.  That  the  natural  course  of  things  will  at  length  bring  about  a  perfect  understanding  between 
employers  and  labourers,  I  cannot  for  a  moment  doubt,  and  I  may  be  justified  in  saying,  that  the 
elements  for  effecting  this  end  are  already  evident.  The  interests  of  the  emptoyer  teaches  the  neces- 
sity of  liberal  conciliation  and  forbearance,  whilst  the  labourer  is  not  less  alive  to  tbe  immunities  and 
advantages  which  approved  conduct  must  obtain. 

5.  There  seems  to  be  some  objection  to  the  length  of  time  required  for  working,  but  I  should  say 
without  sufficient  reason. 

6.  On  some  estates  from  6  till  10,  and  from  11  till  4  o'clock ;  on  others  from  6  till  9,  and  ham  10 
tm  1,  and  from  3  till  6  o'clock ;  in  either  case  completing  nine  hours.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  other 
system  prevailing. 

7.  Task  work  is  now  generally  objected  to,  chiefly  by  eniployers,  in  consequence  of  the  very 
imperfect  way  in  which  it  is  for  the  most  part  performed.  Tliere  can  be  no  other  fair  otijeetion 
raised  against  it 

8.  The  ordinary  rate  of  wages  for  a  located  labourer  is  two  bits  per  day  for  nine  hours*  work,  with 
rations  of  rum  and  molasses ;  in  the  reaping  season  the  same  rate  obtains,  unless  they  work  more  than 
nine  hours,  when  it  becomes  either  two  bits  and  a  half,  or  three  bits,  accordingly.  There  is  in  addition 
to  labourers  thus  procured,  a  very  considerable  body  of  effective  labourers  throughout  the  ishind,  with 
scarcely  any  fixed  abode,  who  are  not  unfrequently  called  in  to  supply  any  deficiency.  These  are 
invariably  paid  higher  wages.  I  should  estimate  the  value  of  their  day's  work  in  money  and  per- 
quisites at  not  less  than  four  bits  per  day. 

9.  The  located  labourers  are  supplied  with  a  house,  and  in  most  cases  a  quarter  of  an  acre  of 
land,  to  be  tenants  of  both  so  k>ng  as  they  give  their  continuous  service  to  the  estate. 

10.  It  seems  to  be  the  object  of  the  employer,  for  the  sake  of  procuring  constant  labour,  to  remit 
the  entire  rent  of  tbe  house,  so  long  as  the  labourer  is  regular  at  work ;  but  that  there  is  the  under- 
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|iUiidiii|^  that  a  rent  it  fixed  U  evideot,  from  the  change  of  a  bit  or  more  wheo  the  labourer  is      BARBADOS 
inconstant,  except  in  tbe  case  of  sickness,  or  other  reasonable  cause  of  absence.    The  rent  of  the  *— — 

land  18  an  invariable  charge  whenever  it  is  allowed. 

11.  The  labourers  individually  never  engage  for  any  work  beyond  the  day.  They  appear  to  regard 
contracts  with  considerable  suspicion. 

12.  To  every  sort  of  agreements  they  manifest  great  dislike.  I  have  not  cibserved  any  preference 
in  favour  of  one  to  the  other. 

13.  As  far  as  their  present  social  order  admits,  there  is  more  mutual  confidence  and  harmony 
existing  than  might  be  expected. 

14.  The  operation  of  the  laws  alluded  to  must  eventually  be  beneficial,  but  it  is  difficult  to  deter^ 
mine  as  to  the  relief  already  afforded. 

15.  I  have  not  been  called  upon  to  investigate  any  complaints  of  this  nature. 

16.  I  am  not  of  opinion  that  any  very  visible  diminution  has  taken  place. 

17*  Many  have  returned ;  1  beUere  the  force  of  old  associations  to  weigh  with  them  equally  as 
with  their  more  civilized  brethren. 

18.  To  klleneas,  or  avocations  very  nearly  allied  to  it, 

19.  Emigration  has  not  occurred  to  any  great  extent.  From  April  to  dOth  September,  certiffcates 
have  been  granted  to  seventy  individuals.  The  seductive  falsehoods  that  have  been  insidiously 
ciicolated  by  emigration  agents,  respecting  advantages  to  lie  derived  in  the  ^  magnificent  colony," 
operating  on  ignorant  and  restless  minds,  and  that  propensity  of  our  nature  to  believe  things  to  be 
as  one  would  wish  them,' producing  by  contrast  captiousnesn  and  discontent,  has  induced  them,  some- 
tintes  on  the  slightest  grounds,  sometimes  without  any  offence  wliatever  given,  to  hazard  the  trial  of 
emigration. 

80.  They  have  been  morally  bound  by  the  very  great  inducements  held  out  by  agents  to  try  (lie 
tzpcriments  by  which  they  have  been  such  sufferers. 

21.  The  majority  of  emigrants  have  been  males,  rather  under  the  middle  age. 

22.  Tliat  Barbados  contains  an  immense  population  for  its  size  there  is  no  doubt ;  but  as  the 
cultivation  of  sugar  requires,  and  can  never  be  carried  on  successfully  but  with,  a  redundant  popu- 
lation, I  should  say  we  have  none  to  spare. 

23.  The  prospects  of  the  rising  generation  are  not  most  favourable ;  while  the  one  half  are  almost 
vagrants,  the  ottiers  are  sent  to  the  most  inefficient  schools,  where,  the  pockets  of  the  unoonsoious 
parent  become  a  prey  to  the  unqaalified  teacher. 

24.  There  are  two  schools  wiiere  the  attendance  is  by  no  means  equal  to  tbe  accommodation.  The 
feverse,  however,  is  the  case  at  the  parish  ohurch  and  chapeli  where  the  accommodation  is  hardly 
equal  to  the  general  attendance. 

25.  Children  might  always  he  hired  on  the  estates,  and  many  are  employed ;  but  there  is  a  great 
indisposition  on  the  part  of  many  parents  to  train  them  to  agriculture. 

26.  Another  generation,  and  all  distinctions  of  complexion  will  have  passed  away ;  but  I  would 
exclude  no  colour  from  feelings  of  prejudk*e  on  this  point. 

27.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  fedlngs  of  interaCed  parties  at  the  time  of  abolition,  whose  hopes 
and  fortunes  were  all  dependent  on  the  eacoess  of  that  great  experiment,  X  can  now  with  confidence 
report  that  the  planters,  no  less  than  Uie  liberated  slaves,  hail  with  delight  the  blessings  of  freedom 
conferred  on  their  land ;  and  whilst  rejobing  that  the  foul  stain  is  for  ever  blotted  out  and  fi>rgritten, 
are  with  hiodable  seal  striving  to  promote  every  measure  desigpMd  for  the  preservation  of  good  order, 
and  the  security  and  mamtcnanee  of  their  equal  rigbts* 

28.  The  existence  of  this  court  has  been  frequently  made  known  to  theai« 

29*  Froas  the  confidence  reposed  by  the  labouring  population  in  the  present  judicial  system,  and 
the  end  which  it  so  admirably  answers,  I  cannot  suppose  it  inferior  to  that  obtaining  under  the  late 
qiecial  magistrates,  whatever  it  might  have  been. 

'  30.  They  are  becoming  more  generally  aware  of  it)  but  it  is  a  tax  on  the  time  of  the  jurors,  for 
which,  aa  there  is  no  remttneration,  this  office  may  hecome  unpopular.  They  do  evince  a  very 
eooskierable  interest  in  tlie  proceedings. 

31.  I  ba\a  not  had  many  opportunities  of  witnessing  their  operation ;  but  from  what  I  have  seen 
I  have  been  led  to  form  the  most  favourable  opinion  of  their  ultimate  success :  there  may  be  some 
difficulties  in  the  way,  but  such  only  as  may  be  over-ruled  by  practice. 

32.  1  believe  the  Court  of  Appeal  to  be  a  most  salutary  check  on  the  decisions  and  judgments  of 
the  local  magistrates,  and  consequently  more  likely  to  insure  for  tlie  labouring  population  that 
impartial  justice  which  might  not  have  been  so  obvious  under  the  special  magistracy  without  appeal.  ^ 

83.  Since  the  last  quarterly  return,  there  has  been  no  sugar  made  in  the  island. 

84.  Thia  question  is  scarcely  to  be  answered  with  accura<^;  but  having  consulted  with  those 
eoonpetent  to  give  nse  infcNrmation,  1  have  learaed  that  1  may  ascribe  as  an  average  in  this  parish,  two 
sheep  and  two  pigs  to  each  family,  and  a  cow  to  every  six  families. 

35.  I  see  no  reason,  from  the  state  of  cultivation  of  the  provision  grounds,  to  apprehend  any 
immediate  scarcity. 

86.  The  prospects  of  the  crop  in  this  parish  are  better  than  for  the  last  two  or  three  years,  owing 
chirfy  to  improved  cultivation ;  but  the  weather  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  has  not  been  so 
favourable  as  might  have  been  deaired,  and  the  failing  of  crops  in  other  parts  of  the  island,  in 
consequence,  will  be  considerable. 

87.  This  fondness  for  iindne  luxuries  has  ever  been  a  characteristic  of  the  lower  classes  in  this 
colony,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  with  greater  means  for  obtaining  them,  they  have  not 
abandoned  their  favourite  passion. 

88.  Savings'  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies  might  both  of  them  in  their  respective  ways  be  of 
eonaiderable  benefit  to  the  labouring  classes.  They  wouki  be  guarantees  for  those  funds  hoarded  by 
firugal  economy,  and  not  unfrequently  a  prey  to  the  rapacity  of  others. 

3d.  1  see  no  reason  to  think  that  the  Barbados  peasantry  may  not  be  one  of  the  happiest  I  have 
ever  met  with  in  my  various  wanderings,  and  1  believe  them  to  be  so. 
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1.  Indolent,  but  less  disorderly  than  at  the  time  of  making  my  last  report,  although  not  leas 
litigious  amongst  themselves. 

2.  Assault  and  battery,  theA,  debt,  and  injury  to  property. 

3.  The  good  feeling  has  not  improved  since  my  last  report,  and  I  attribute  it  to  the  seditious  advice 
given  to  the  labourers  from  certain  incendiary  characters  who  have  nothing  in  the  community  at 
stake,  and  are  opposed  to  everything  like  "  rule,  order,  and  authority." 

4.  f  believe  the  interest  of  employers  and  labourers  would  be  established  witlioul  the  aid  of 
external  intervention,  if  there  were  no  inflammatory  newspapers  published  in  the  island. 

5.  They  have  not  improved  in  this  respect  since  ray  last  report,  and  I  ascribe  it  to  their  natmml 
indolence. 

6.  Nine  hours  per  day  out  of  crop  time,  performed  when  W>st  convenient  to  the  labourers ;  and, 
during  the  crop,  extra  payment  for  any  work  done  over  nine  hours. 

7.  Task  work  is  now  generally  preferred,  both  by  employers  and  labourers. 

8.  Two  bits  per  day,  and,  in  the  reaping  season,  a  half  bit  additional  per  hogshead  to  all  enplogred 
about  the  mill  and  boiling  house,  as  an  equivalent  for  any  time  spent^  beyond  nine  hours  in  the 
manufacture  of  sugar. 

9.  The  labourers  are  generally  supplied  with  lodgings,  and  the  great  majority  of  them  have  con- 
fortable  houses  gratuitously  ;  they  have  also,  on  most  estates,  a  quarter  of  an  acre  of  cultivable  huid 
each,  and  no  charge  made  for  rent  of  it,  except  on  days  that  they  absent  themseWes  from  estates. 

10.  When  the  labourers  bestow  their  labour  on  other  estates  than  those  on  which  they  have  houses 
or  land,  they  are  generally  charged  from  half  a  bit  to  one  bit  for  each  day*s  absent,  bat  net 
.otherwise. 

11.  No  contracts  for  work  have  ever  been  made*  In  giving  task  work,  the  employers  and  laboureis 
are  generally  guided  by  the  scale  of  labour  established  at  the  commencement  of  the  apprenticesbq*^  in 
1834. 

12.  They  have  an  objection  to  being  restrained  by  any  agreem^ts,  but  particularly  written. 

13.  Not  on  a  happy  footing,  and  very  litigiously  disposed. 

14.  Has  not  yet  produced  the  desired  effect,  no  contract  being  entered  into,  and  a  spirit  of  vagraacy 
seeming  to  influence  the  labouring  class. 

15.  In  no  case  since  my  last  report. 

16.  Some  weeks  ago  a  diminution  did  take  place,  but  not  to  any  great  extent ;  audi  latterly, 
emigration  from  this  parish  seems  to  have  entirely  ceased. 

17.  They  remain  very  unsettled,  and  are  constantly  removing  firom  place  to  place. 

18.  Hawking  and  pedling,  infesting  the  towns,  and  passing  themselves  off  as  domestics. 

19.  Two  hundred  and  seventy- three  persons  have  obtained  certificates  of  emigration  horn  this 
parish,^many  have  returned  to  it,  and  others  are  likely  to  do  so. 

20.  I  certainly  conceive  that  their  emigration  has  not  been  spontaneous,  and  that  they  ha^e  been 
urged  to  it  by  the  publications  in  that  mischievous  journal  the  Liberaiy  and  the  machinations  x^f  a 
man  called  ^'  Thonuus  Day,*'  of  British  Guiana. 

21.  Two  hundred  and  nine  males,  and  sixty-four  females,  have  obtained  certificates  for  emigiation. 
Adults  and  able-bodied  persons  chiefly  emigrate. 

22.  I  am  of  opinion  that  agricultural  labourers  cannot  be  spared. 

23.  Their  condition  is  good,  and  they  are  supported  by  their  parents,  but  mostly  out  of  the  means 
of  estates  on  which  they  Uve. 

24.  The  parish  only  supplies  one  large  school-room ;  there  are  numerous  private  schools  where 
education  may  be  acquired  very  cheaply  ;  the  attendance  at  church  and  in  the  schools  is  equal  to  the 
accom  modation. 

25.  Very  few  capable  of  doing  anything  are  allowed  by  their  parents  to  remain  on  any  estates 
during  the  day ;  the  parents  have  a  decided  objection  to  training  them  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
they  are  generally  apprenticed  to  trades,  going  to  school,  or  wasting  their  time  in  idleness. 

f6.  None. 

27.  None. 

28.  They  are  fully  aware  of  it 

29.  Happier  under  this  tribunal,  being  less  restrained  than  during  the  apprenticeship. 

80.  They  are  fiilly  aware  of  it,  attend  very  readily,  and  seem  to  take  a  g^at  interest  in  it. 

81.  1  have  had  weekly  and  continued  opportunities  for  several  months  past,  and  I  think  that  their 
permanent  establishment  will  be  attended  with  the  most  beneficial  results  to  the  working  classes. 

32.  The  present  system  I  conceive  most  conducive  to  their  happiness  and  welfare. 

33.  Very  little  sugar  has  been  manufactured  in  this  parish  this  year  for  the  labourers;  attributable 
to  two  causes, — firstly,  the  very  unfavourable  weather  expeiienced  the  last  year  ;  and  secondly,  their 
having  turned  their  attention  latterly  more  to  the  cultivation  of  provisions  than  canes. 

34.  On  all  estates  they  keep  sheep,  pigs,  goats,  and  poultry,  to  a  great  extent,  and  on  some  they 
possess  horned  cattle. 

35.  Provisions  are  not  so  abundantly  planted  as  formerly,  in  consequence  of  labour  being  Biors 
scarce ;  a  dry  year  may  occasion  a  great  want  of  them. 

36.  The  prospect  of  the  ensuing  crop  is  unfavourable,  and  general  cultivation  bad.  The  season 
has  been  very  unfavourable. 

37.  I  am  aware  that  there  has  been,  especially  for  articles  of  dress. 

38.  1  do  not  think  that  Savings'  Banks  would  be  contributed  to  by  the  labourers.  The  Friendly 
Societies  now  being  established  are  likely  to  do  good. 

89.  In  comparing  their  situation  with  that  of  the  peasantry  of  England,  and  particularly  that  of 
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1.  They  are  still  quarrelsome  and  litigions.  *** 

2.  The  ^ame  as  my  last  report 

3.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

4.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

5.  The  same  as  my  last  report 

6.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

7.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

8.  They  have  advanced  to  three  bHs  per'day  for  occasional  labourers ;  those  who  are  located,  con- 
tinue to  be  paid  at  the  rate  formerly  reported. 

9.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

10.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

11.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

12.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

13.  The  same  as  my  last  report 

14.  The  same  as  my  last  report,  eicept  that  I  have  no  complaints  to  make  against  any  vagrant. 

15.  The  same  as  my  last  report 

U.  The  facility  of  obtaining  labour  has  been  much  greater  than  usual  in  this  parish  during  the 
fiMt  month ;  the  rate  of  wages  demanded  is  three  bits  per  day,  beside  rum  and  molasees. 

17.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

18.  The  same  as  my  hist  report. 

19.  Only  six  persons  have  received  certificates  for  emigration  during  the  past  quarter,  and  no  appB- 
estioB  has  been  made  for  that  purpose  since  the  3rd  of  September ;  all  who  have  ever  applied  and  com- 
plied with  the  law  have  received  their  certificates.  The  whole  number  who  have  taken  certificates  during 
the  present  year  is  twenty-six,  many  of  these  I  know  have  not  been  away,  some  who  did  go  have  re- 
turned, and  their  application  to  return  to  the  home  which  they  deserted  has  been  admitted  ;  some  few 
whom  I  dissuaded  from  making  this  experiment  have  called  on  me  and  expressed  their  thanks  for 
being  spared  the  difficulties  which  their  friends  and  relatives  report  they  encountered  in  Britisli 
Guiana.  The  emigration  from  this  parish  has  been  almost  confined  to  those  estates  bordering  on  the 
parish  of  St.  Peter,  where  Mr.  Hoppe  kept  an  emigration  depdt 

20.  I  do  not  think  the  emigration  among  the  population  of  thb  parish  was  spontaneous,  being 
aware  of  undue  and  improper  means  being  resorted  to  for  eflfeeting  it. 

21.  I  have  already  stated  the  total  number  of  emigrants  firom  this  parish  to  have  been  twenty^six 
persons,-— nine  men,  eight  women,  four  tads,  and  five  children ; .  some  of  those  did  not  leave  the  island, 
although  1  have  reason  to  believe  some  others  have  been  clandestinely  conveyed  away  without  any 
reference  to  me. 

22.  The  same  as  my  former  replies. 

23.  The  same  as  my  last  report 

24.  The  same  as  my  last  report,  except  that  St  Simon's  Chapel  has  been  completed  and  re- 
opened. 

25.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

26.  I  have  not  witnessed  any  such  feeling  in  fbis  parish. 

27.  I  feel  assured  no  such  deaire  exists,  and  am  positive  that  it  is  not  exercised  with  the  labourers, 
in  this  parish. 

28.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

29.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

80.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

81.  The  amount  of  trivial  catises  of  complaint  having  declined,  I  have  not  held  one  of  these  courts^ 
during  the  present  quarter,  as  with  the  increase  of  confidence  between  the  labourers  and  myself,  I  can 
generally  arrange  their  misunderstandings  to  their  mutual  satisfaction  without  litigation  or  expense  ;. 
my  opinion  of  the  utility  of  them  is  by  no  means  diminished. 

32.  The  same  as  my  last  report 

33.  The  same  as  my  last  report. 

34.  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtatn  any  specific  information  on  this  sulgect,  but  I  am  aware  it  is  of 
considerable  amount 

35.  1  am  certain  there  is  in  this  parish. 

36.  The  rains  have  been  scanty  and  partial,  and  the  season  ooosequently  not  a  favourable  one'; 
the  cultivation  of  ^da  parish  has  considerably  improved.  The  rain  during  the  present  month  has 
been  more  frequent  and  abundant ;  the  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  promise  a  much  better  return 
generally  than  the  hmL 

87.  The  same  as  my  last  report 

38.  The  same  as  my  former  report 

39.  I  think  this  quertton  is  most  satisfactorily  answered  by  the  emigrants  who  have  retamed  from 
British  Gaiaaa,  determined  not  to  repeat  the  experiment. 

40.  In  the  absence  of  a  contract  for  service,  I  think  the  relati<m  of  employer  and  labourer  would  be 
considerably  improved,  and  be  rendered  more  permanent,  if  the  labourers  located  for  continuous 
service,  received  an  allowance  of  food  from  the  employer  each  day  that  they  labour ;  the  experiment 
has  been  tried  by  some,  and  works  suocesafiilly ;  it  is  true  that  the  labourers  generally  refused  it  when 
first  emancipated,  subsequent  experienee  and  the  scarcity  of  1839  has  produced  a  di&rent  impression 
with  many.  The  labourers  would  be  decidedly  benefited.  The  present  adventitious  supply  may  be 
intermpted  by  a  variety  of  circumstances,  and  the  scarcity  which  would  thence  ensue  would  involve 

the  dense  population  of  this  island  in  consequences  which  it  is  awful  to  ccmtemplate ;  fiew  persons  are  % 

at  present  in  possession  of  a  sufficiency  for  the  whole  of  their  located  population  ;  it  will  therefore  be 
safest  to  commence  with  stock-keepers  and  such  other  persons  as  are  looited  for  duties  which  require 
them  every  day.     The  system  of  feeding  must  necessarily  be  contingent  on  the  supply  of  labour. 

(Signed)  Jambs  S.  Bascou,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  ll.^Parish  of  Saint  Michad.^Rural  Dutrict. 

1.  The  conduct  of  the  labouers  in  the  rural  distrst  of  this  parish  has  been  such  as  geneiallyto 
give  satisfaction. 
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—  3.  The  same  reply  as  last  quarterly  report,  ending  SOtb  June. 

4.  The  same  reply  as  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30lh  June. 
3.  The  same  reply  as  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30tli  June, 

6.  The  same  reply  as  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June. 

7.  The  same  reply  as  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30(h  June. 

8.  The  same  reply  as  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June. 

9.  The  same  reply  as  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June. 

10.  The  same  reply  as  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June, 

11.  The  same  reply  as  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June. 

12.  The  same  reply  as  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June. 

13.  The  same  reply  as  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June. 

14.  The  same  reply  as  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June. 

15.  The  same  reply  as  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June. 

16.  The  same  reply  as  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June. 

17.  The  same  reply  as  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June. 

18.  The  same  reply  as  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June. 

19.  Since  my  reply  to  the  last  quarterly  questions,  I  have,  as  churchwarden,  granted  one  hundred 
and  six  certificates  to  persons  leaving  the  island  as  emigrants,  and  still  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
observations  then  made  by  me  are  perfectly  correct ;  the  number  of  emigrants  are  evidently  decreasing, 
and  the  reports  made  by  those  who  have  returned,  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  before  long,  put  a  stop  to 
emigration  to  Demerara  altogether. 

20.  I  still  hold  the  same  opinion  as  expressed  by  me  in  my  answer  to  this  question  in  my  last 
quarterly  report. 

21.  The  same  reply  as  the  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June. 

22.  The  same  reply  as  the  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June. 

23.  The  same  reply  as  the  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June, 

24.  The  same  reply  as  the  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June. 

25.  The  same  reply  as  the  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June. 

26.  The  same  reply  as  the  la.st  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June, 

27.  The  same  reply  as  the  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June. 

28.  The  same  reply  as  the  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June. 

29.  The  same  reply  as  the  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30tii  June. 

30.  The  same  reply  as  the  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June. 

31.  The  same  reply  as  the  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30ih  June. 

32.  The  same  reply  as  the  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June. 

33.  The  same  reply  as  the  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June. 

34.  The  same  reply  as  the  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June. 

35.  The  same  reply  as  the  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  Jime. 

36.  The  prospects  for  the  ensuing  crop  in  this  parish  still  continue  good,  although  from  the  dry 
weather  in  July  and  August  the  canes  have  suflered  much ;  the  season  for  the  last  few  weeks  has 
been  very  favourable ;  the  general  state  of  cultivation  is  good. 

37.  The  same  reply  as  the  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June, 

38.  The  same  reply  as  the  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June. 

39.  The  same  reply  as  the  last  quarterly  report,  ending  30th  June. 

40.  I  have  nothing  particular  to  add  to  the  remarks  made  by  me  in  my  last  quarterly  report, 
ending  June  30th. 

(Signed)  J.  W.  Spencer,  Police  Magistrate, 

No.  12. — Parish  of  St  MichaeU  Bridgetoton^ 

1.  Generally  speaking  quiet  and  orderly,  but  much  inclined  to  idleness. 

2.  Of  petty  tliefls,  and  assaults,  and  batteries. 

8,  There  is  a  distrast  of  their  employers  produced  by  constant  injudicious  remarks  made  in  one  of 
the  island  journals,  and  by  the  delusive  promises  made  to  them  through  emigration  agents  of  bet- 
tering their  condition  in  British  Guiana. 

4.  We  shoald  sincerely  deprecate  any  external  intervention  ;  the  interest  common  to  employer  and 
labourer  has  already  produced  a  better  understanding  between  the  parties  than  formerly,  and  we  are 
happy  to  add  that  understanding  is  improving. 

5.  Certainly  with  more  willingness  than  formerly,  and  but  for  the  deceitful  allurements  of  emigra- 
tion  agents,  there  would  not  be  much  fault  found  with  their  willingness* 

6.  From  seven  to  ten,  and  from  eleven  to  four. 

7.  A  good  deal  of  task  work  is  accomplished  in  this  parish,  but  when  objections  are  made  they  are 
usually  on  the  part  of  the  labourer,  who  is  not  always  inclined  to  perform  a  stated  quantity  of  work. 

8.  Two  bits  per  diem,  and  an  increase  of  about  one-third  more  during  the  manufacturing  of  sugar. 
Shoidd  they  be  employed  beyond  the  usual  time  as  stated  in  answer  to  the  sixth  query,  they  receive 
liberal  payment  and  allowances  for  such  extra  labour. 

9.-  So  long  as  they  continue  to  work  on  the  estates  on  which  they  are  located,  they  are  so  supplied, 
gra/iff,  but  on  many  estates  when  they  take  their  labour  therefrom,  a  charge  of  rent  is  made  on  them 
by  agreement  for  such  house  and  land,  during  the  period  they  so  remove  their  labour.    Some  labour- 
ers are  actual  tenants  of  an  extra  portion  of  land,  which  they  hire  at  the  rate  of  7/.  to  10/.  per  annum. 
0  10.  The  occupation  of  the  house  and  privilege  of  planting  and  reaping  the  fruits  of  the  land  is 

'  generally  held  out  to  them  as  a  bonus  for  continued  labour  five  days  in  the  week,  but  it  usually  forms 

no  part  of  the  payment  of  their  daily  labour. 

11.  The  labourer  is  utterly  averse  to  written  agreements,  or  seldom  or  never  enters  into  any,  he 
usually  engages  verbally,  but  for  no  specified  time,  and  can  quit  whenever  he  pleases ;  of  course  no 
record  has  been  lodged  in  our  office. 

12.  Answered  by  the  preceding. 

13.  They  have  but  little  confidence  in  each  other,  and  are  litigiously  inclined ;  they  fly  to  the  law  to 
remedy  fancied  as  well  as  real  grievances. 

14*  We  should  say  if  properly  understood  the  first  act  would  be  greatly  beneficial  to  both  parties* 
With  regard  to  the  vagrant  act,  it  must  be  unquestionably  so  to  the  public. 
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"15.  We  have  had  no  such  cases  before  us  since  last  answered  ;  these  cases  would  properly  be  refer-       BARBADOS* 
red  to  the  magistrate  of  the  rural  district.  

16.  Wiihin  this  last  quarter  the  evil  has  greatly  remedied  itself,  and  the  tide  of  emigration  has  not 
been  so  powerful  as  when  we  answered  this  queHtiou  last 

17.  In  many  instances  they  have  so  returned ;  it  is  only  the  aged  and  infirm,  and  fathers  and 
mothers  of  large  families,  who  seem  attached  to  the  soil  they  have  been  bred  and  born  on. 

18.  Huckstering  and  petty  trading,  and  as  porters,  and  in  employment  on  board  of  ships  in  the 
bay,  in  the  stowage  of  sugar,  6Itc.,  where  they  get  ample  payment. 

19.  Not  many  f^icultural  labourers,  but  some  others;  we  cannot  state  the  exact  number;  this 
novel  propensity  for  emigration  appears  to  arise  from  the  specious  acts  of  unprincipled  persons,  terming 
themselves  ** emigration  agents,*'  who  hold  out  boons  to  them  certainly  never  to  be  realized. 

20.  Not  generally  spontaneous,  but  arising  chiefly  from  the  mercenary  wiles  of  emigration  adven- 
turers, who  impose  on  the  labourer  and  make  him  believe  he  is  to  reap  a  {golden  harvest  in  Guiana. 

21.  Few  children  have  left,  except  some  with  their  parents;  the  adults  are  generally  of  a  middle 
Bge,  and  we  should  say  that  the  males  preponderate. 

22.  We  do  not  think  any  portion  of  our  agricultural  labour  could  be  spared  from  the  island  ;  there 
is  certainly  a  redundant  population  in  Bridgetown,  many  of  whom  could  be  well  spared. 

23.  Very  bad  indeed,  their  parents  usually  supply  their  wants  and  bring  them  up  to  idle  and  bad 
habits.     A  great  increase  in  the  number  of  juvenile  offenders  has  taken  place  since  the  last  return. 

24.  There  are  six  chapels  or  licensed  places  of  public  worship,  besides  the  cathedral ;  they  altogether 
will  contain  about  6,000  persons,  and  they  are  scarcely  or  ever  full,  therefore  we  should  say  there  is 
accommodation;  there  are  eleven  public  schools  well  attended,  besides  many  private  ones,  and  these  are 
increasing  from  the  indefatigable  zeal  and  pious  exertions  of  the  lord  bishop  and  his  clergy,  and  all 
in  authority,  to  facilitate  moral  and  religious  instruction,  and  to  extend  the  benefit  of  education. 

25.  They  would  be  most  readily  employed  by  the  owners  and  managers  of  estates,  but  the  parents 
are  particularly  averse  to  bring  the  children  up  to  agricultural  labour,  or  in  fact  to  any  proper  pursuit ; 
they  generally  keep  them  at  home  for  their  own  purposes. 

26.  They  appear  to  repose  more  confidence  in  the  white  population,  with  some  few  exceptions. 

27.  The  very  reverse  is  the  case ;  we  conceive  the  authorities  and  gentry  are  doing  all  in  thehr  power, 
both  by  precept  and  example,  to  elevate  the  newly  emancipated  in  the  scale  of  society,  and  that  no 
individual  of  education  or  respectability  would  even  wish  a  state  of  slavery  to  be  prolonged. 

28.  Universally  so,  and  we  give  them  the  most  particular  information  on  the  subject,  and  afFc)rd 
them  every  facility  to  ap|>eal  from  our  decisions. 

29.  Most  unquestionably  preferable  under  this  valuable  court,  who  sit  publicly  in  Bridgetown, 
under  the  immediate  eye  of  the  executive,  and  who  perform  their  duties  zealously  for  the  public  weal, 
and  most  scrupulously  for  the  welfare  of  the  labourers. 

30.  The  labourers  are  now  fully  aware  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  by  this  institution,  and  moie 
cheerfully  give  their  attendance  than  at  first;  they  are  becoming  quite  interested  in  its  proceedings. 

31.  In  Bridgetown,  where  we  act,  such  courts  are  of  rare  occurrence,  but  we  are  fully  aware  from 
the  trial  which  has  been  made  of  them,  that  they  will  be  of  lasting  advantage  to  the  working  classes  in 
this  island. 

32.  Answered  by  reply  to  query  29. 

33.  Since  the  reply  to  this  question  in  our  last  return,  the  sugar  crop  has  been  over.  We  stated 
in  that  reply  that  we  could  not  well  ascertain  this  point  satisfacloril)!,  but  that  we  were  fully  aware  of 
the  fact  that  a  great  deal  of  sugar  had  been  made  for  the  labourers. 

34.  This  cannot  be  ascertained,  the  planter  taking  but  little  interest  in  tlie  return  asked  of  him,  and 
the  labourer  being  averse  to  have  his  wealth  known.  We  however  know  that  the  labourers  raise  most 
of  the  poultry  and  pork  which  supply  our  markets,  and  many  of  them  now  possess  cattle  and  sheep  to 
some  extent. 

35.  There  is ;  and  provision  of  this  nature  is  now  abundant. 

36.  From  the  want  of  rain  in  the  early  part  of  the  season,  the  canes  were  beginning  to  be  affected, 
but  we  have  been  blessed  with  fine  rains  latterly,  and  if  they  continue,  the  crop  will  be  a  good  one; 
the  cultivation  is  generally  flourishing. 

37.  There  has  been  a  greatly  increased  demand  for  all  luxuries. 

38.  We  consider  such  institutions  would  be  beneficial,  but  it  will  be  difficult  to  make  the  labourer 
understand  the  value  to  him  of  savings*  banks ;  he  has,  generally  speaking,  no  idea  of  the  morrow ;  he 
may  better  understand  the  value  of  friendly  societies,  and  does  in  fact,  as  many  such  are  in  existence 
under  the  superintending  care  of  the  clergy,  and  the  labourer  is  deriving  much  good  from  them. 

39.  Beyond  a  doubt  more  happy  than  the  peasantry  of  Ireland,  and  taking  climate  into  considera- 
tion, better  off  than  that  class  of  persons  in  England.  The  diffusion  of  religious  knowledge  which  is 
now  general,  and  a  better  understanding  of  moral  duties  and  obligations,  will  so.m  render  the  peasant 
of  Barbados  as  happy  and  contented  as  he  is  in  any  other  portion  of  the  British  dominions. 

40.  None.  Let  the  labourer  be  lefl  to  himself,  and  not  be  imposed  upon  by  selfish  and  designing 
agitators,  all  asperities  will  cease,  and  things  merge  into  a  mutual  proper  understanding  between 
labourer  and  employer. 

(Signed)  E.  H.  Mooas,  '^ 

R.  Hbndy,  \  Police  Magistrates. 

C.  Gill,  ) 


Questions  for  Quaeterlt  Rbplt  from  tlie  Police  Magistracy  of  the  Island  of  Barbados. 
Between  1st  October  and  Slst  December^  1840. 

1.  What  has  been  the  general  conduct  of  the  labourers  in  the  parish  under  your  magisterial  juris- 
diction, since  your  last  quarterly  report  ? 

2.  Of  what  particular  description  of  offences  do  [the  majority  of  the  cases  brought  before  you 
consist  ? 

3.  Is  there  any  want  of  good  feeling  between  the  labourers  and  their  employers;  and  if  so,  to  what 
cause  do  you  attribute  it  ?  , 

4.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  common  interests  of  the  employers  and  labourers  will  gradually 
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BAItBABOtflL       te&d,  Id  the  altered  condition  of  colonial  society,  to  the  establiduncat  of  a  good  imderataiidiii|^  between 
-— —  those  classes,  without  the  aid  of  external  intervention? 

5.  Do  the  labourers  fiedrform  their  work  willingly;  and  if  not,  to  ^st  cause  do  you  ascribe  it? 

6.  What  are  the  working  hours  generally  ia  use,  in  your  part^? 

7.  is  task  work  generally  resorted  to  i<B  your  parish ;  if  not,  does  the  objection  lie  with  Ihe  masters 
or  the  labouners  ? 

jB.  What  is  the  ordinary  rate  of  ws^s ;  and  how  are  the  kbourers  paid  in  tbe  reaping  season,  as 
well  as  in  other  months  ? 
^  9.  Ace  the  labourers  generally  supplied  with  lodging  and  a-spot«f  ciittirable  land  upon  the  estates 

on  which  they  may  engage  to  work  ?  if  so,  upstt  u^nt  terawf 

10.  Is  the  occupation  of  the  hotise,  and  the  priraiege  of  pbotiag  the  pieoe  of  gromid  attached  le  It, 
mutually  understood  as  forming  a  set-off  against  the  payment  cdfthe  fujl  daily  "value  of  the  laboaaer's 
work  ;  or  is  the  rent  of  the  house  and  land  a  idisiinct  charge,  ihavlag  no  refeieaoe  to  the  estate  duty 
performed  by  the  labourer? 

11.  What  is  the  general  practice  pursued  in  your  pariah  in  Sniriog  labourers?  are  they  engaged 
simply  to  perform  day  labour,  which  engagement  ts  only  binding  for  one  day?  or  do  they  usually 
enter  into  verbal  or  written  agreetaieato  for  any  speetiied  term, — say  (weekly,  nuNDtthly,  or  yeuly ;  and 
if  so,  ape  any  oeoords  of  their  nature  isdged  in  your  office? 

12.  Are  the  labouvers  disposed  geoerally  to  prefer  written  to  ineribal  agreeinente^ 

18.  Are  the  labouvens  in  their  general  nrterooMfse  with  «aoli  other  «pon  a  b^py  footing  or  £ti- 
giovsly  disposed* 

14.  Has  the  renewal  of  the  island  laws,  regelating  the  rdlatioas  betveea  masters  and  servants, 
and  providing  for  the  suppression  of  vagrancy,  operated  to  tiie  relief  of  the  labouring  population  ? 

15.  Hare  you  be«n  called  upon  to  inv«8ti>£ate  oompbintfi,  on  account  of  the  undue  occupation  of 
bausos  or  lands  by  labourers,  from  the  pkntations  on  which  they  haitt  been  working,—^  so,  where 
does  tiie  fault  geoerally  exist ;  in  the  employers,  the  labourers,  or  both  ? 

16.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  any  sensible  diminution  in  the  number  of  agrienkural  Islboaters  in  yCHM* 
parish  has  taken  place  siiioe  the  Ist  of  August,  1 898  ? 

11.  Have  many  labouvers  returned  to  work  on  properties  from  ^vhicfa  they  sesnoved  on  the  Ist  of 
August,  1838,  or  subsequently  ;  and  do  you  consider  the  labonrers  in  general  attached  to  the  estates 
on  which  they  have  been  born  and  brought  upf 

18.  To  what  kind  of  empk>yment  do  those  persons  who  hare  abandoned  agriooltund  labour  osoally 
betake  themselves? 

19.  Has  emigration  to  any  eonstderable  extent  ooeurred  atnonsc  tha  labourers  of  ysur  parish ;  if  so, 
specify  the  number,  and  state  to  what  cause  you  are  diispoaed  to  attribute  this  mmd  propensity  on 
their  part  ? 

20.  From  your  knowkdgie  of  the  character  askd  feelings  of  the  Barbados  pesaantry*  do  you  aonclude 
that  their  emigration  has  been  spontoneons  or  niherwiae  ? 

21.  What  are  the  ages,  generally  speaking,  of  t^M  emigrant  fnnn  your  parish ;  and  of  whkli  of  the 
three  classes,  of  males,  feinalee,  and  children,  have  the  majority  of  emigranAa  consisted? 

22.  Are  you  of  opinion  there  is  a  surplus  population  in  this  island,  and  that  a  large  proportion  of 
labourers  might  be  spared  without  disadvantage,  for  the  benefit  of  coloaies  whew  labour  is  coimpa- 
ratively  scarce  ? 

28.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  childcea  of  the  laihonrers,  and  how  are  tiiey  supported? 

24.  What  facilities  does  your  pariah  supply  for  educalion  and  religiotts  instruction?  Is  the  attend- 
ance  at  church  and  iu  the  schools  equal  to  the  acoommodation  ? 

25.  Are  the  children  readily  employed  &Mr  hire  by  the  estates  on  wfakh  the  parents  are  located  ;  if 
not,  is  this  attributable  to  the  disinclination  of  the  eoiployers  to  hire  the  services  of  the  chiidroa,  or  to 
any  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  parents  to  train  them  to  agricultural  pursuits  ? 

26.  Do  the  labourers  appear  to  take  any  interest  in  ^e  eoraplexioaal  distinction  between  Ibe  white, 
coloored,  4>r  black  classes  ol  iniiabitaaCs  ? 

27.  Have  you  perceived  any  de«ire  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  or  gentry  af  the  eountry  to  inters 
fere  with  the  ri>(hts  of  freedom,  acquired  under  the  abolition  of  apprenticeship  by  Ukt  Ishouring  popu- 
lation, or  virtually  to  retain  them  in  a  prolonged  state  of  slavery? 

28.  Are  the  lai)ourers  fully  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  Assistant  Court  of  Appeal  ? 

29.  Whether  do  you  consider  the  judkial  system,  obtaining  Goethe  creation  of  that  tribnnal,  or 
that  prevailing  during  the  general  employment  of  the  late  special  magistrates,  oraat  oonduotve  to  the 
welfare  of  the  labouring  population  in  their  free  condition  ? 

80.  Are  the  labourers  fully  aware  of  the  institution  of  Courts  of  Reconciliation  in  this  island;  if 
so,  do  they  ebeerfuUy  attend  when  summoned  as  jurors,  and  do  they  evince  aa  interest  in  the  pro* 
ceedings, 

31.  Have  you  had  many  opportunities  of  bringing  those  tribunals  into  operation  for  the  adjustment 
of  their  difKerenoes,  and  are  you  of  opinion  that  their  permanent  establishment  wiil  be  attended  with 
practical  good  to  the  working  classes  ? 

32.  Whether  do  you  consider  the  judicial  system  obtaining  since  the  creation  of  the  Ooinrt  of  Ai^)ea], 
or  that  prevailing  durmg  the  general  employment  of  the  late  special  magistrates,  most  conducive  to  the 
wel&re  of  the  labouring  population  in  their  free  condition  ? 

33.  What  quantity  of  sug^r  has  been  made  this  season  in  your  parish,  by  proprietors,  for  the 
labourers  attached  thereto,  and  what  amount  of  money  has  the  same  realized  ? 

34.  What  quantity  of  stock  are  the  labourers  upon  the  estates  in  your  parish  now  possessed  of? 

35.  Is  such  a  quantity  of  ground  provisions,  corn,  &c.  now  planted,  as  will  in  your  opinion  preclude 
the  possibility  of  a  recurrence  of  the  scarcity  threatened  in  the  early  part  of  1889  ? 

^  36.  What  are  the  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop,  and  what  the  general  state  of  cultivation?     Has 

the  season  been  favourable,  or  otherwise  ? 

37.  Are  you  aware  that  there  has  been,  since  the  abolition  of  apprenticeship,  a  greatly  increased 
demand  from  the  labouring  population  for  the  luxuries  of  life,  sudi  as  wine,  articles  of  dress,* &c.  ^bc? 

38.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  Savings'  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies  would  be  beneficial  to  the  la- 
bouring classes,  and  be  contributed  to  by  them ;  if  so,  by  what  means  do  you  conceive  thst  such  insti- 
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ANSWERS.  BARBADOS. 


No.  I. —Parish  of  St.  Philip, 

I.  Subnm0fv«  to  tfte  ]»#« ;  and  ne  new  i«^ii^  m  thdir  doiif  MMr.. 
S.  €hie#y  petty  thtfft^  snd^  afl«iuU9and  buttems* 

3.  Since  my  last  quarterly  repr^-t  there  is  a  reciprocal  good  foaltiig  beliweeir  tte  Ibbomra  anul  tlkeir 
employers,  whieh  1  ehiefiy  atlmbutete-lihe  eessMiaw  of  aimrvaviiHt. 

4.  I  am  confident  that  the*  comrooB  MMeKsto-  o<i  Wb  panrtie»  wo«l<)  taad^  soewir  to  tile*  establtelimiftt 
of  a  good  understanding'  if  there  w«»  no  eatemai^  iii«M>veiiiiair> 

5.  The  labourers  perforin  their  work  willingly  where  the  payment  of  wages  is  regulavly  at- 
Iraded^  to. 

6.  TheydSffer;  en'toniaeatatea*  they  work  oiMt  iMuM^pcrdaf,  wliiltf  iw  otherv  they  paffonn  task 
work. 

7.  I  beg  to  refer  to  my  last  reply. 

§.  From  tfwo'  bits  to  a  quarter  of  a  doSaCr  whick  iii  pwd  weaUf ;  kot  iw  the  reaping  leaaan, 
kicrea.«*ed  half  a  hit  per  dliy.. 

9.  They  are  generally  supplied  with  »  kmiae  and  a*  apot  of  lan^,  ibr^id»  ihef  mm  aspwstatf  to  wurk 
regularly  five  duys  fier  wtek  ;  r§  not,  they  pay  as  a  mnC  one  bit  per  day  when  absent. 

10.  It  is  not  getteraily ;  kiit  upmi  sonweatadBS  it  ia  » distinct  chargr,  kwibg  Mrferenoe?  t»  tkfl-estttt«^ 
dhty  performed  bj  the  kKourer. 

II.  Thegeneraf  pradto  i»— that  tkey  are  engaged  to*  pevfonw  day  labfvnr;  which  engagtmtnt  ia; 
only  binding  for  that  day  ;  ttivir  agveementa  are'aM'verkal^  theielbfeno  ntonis  0f  this  natnyeareMgadr 
vi  my  ofticei 

Hi.  They  always  prefer  teibal  tiawrilften  agre«naHtm 
IS.  Most  litigiouHly  diftposedl 

14.  Ihe  law  vegiilalthig  tAa*  relalienn  b^Ciaeani  ■umltn  mdaenpwnti  wr^rf  little  aeted  upon,  and 
flie  one  for  providing  for  the  snppwaami  of  vagwwiny  aqnalljF  aoi. 

15.  I  hanehad  applica^ons  tor  VH^stigal%  complaints  on>  aocovni  of  thevndue  occapatidw  of  hMBiV 
and  lands  by  labourers,  but  by  visiting  the  parties  have  geweraUy  arranged  themtfteramioabty. 

lit.  A  great  many  qtritted  some  monCiiR  ago^as  amigvatttav  kat  ^e^  Hmum:  retumed  in  lar|pr  nomfivrs. 
17.  They  have  generally  returned,  and  1  consider  they  are  aoaeliad  trthv  tttacaw  cm  whiati  tkey^ 
KftTe  been  born  and  brought  apt  « 

tS,  To  tnidle  and  huek^ring,  Sfe, 

19.  Emigration  to  a  very  great  extent  took  place  in  tWa'parisii  amwe  momha  ago,  wbiKsilP  I  flrtX«i»' 
bote  to  the  dieltisions  andorsf^  wiVes^of  emi^radow  agentv  and- their  tniiBsar^s';  batrtke  ''maaia'' 
ibr  which  has  now  subsided,  andperfeetaranqn^Hty  ia  again  neatoaadl 

20.  Decidedly  not  spontaneo«9t 

3f.  All  ages,  but  chit^fly  the  efficient  kibaiJief»  y  net  confining  it  to  any  pwtida^ar  tk»a^ 
fSL  I  am  of  opinion  there  is  not  a  surpluvpepulaliowof  agrioctlanvttil  labeuMm^  and  i4ierafore  fhey 
would  not  be- spared  without  great  disadvantage. 

23.  Anything  but  good ;  they  are  supported  by  their  pa«entS4 

24.  The  facilities  in  this  parish  for  education  and  religious  instructioff  aiie  mnnereusy  andl  the 
attendance  equa^  to  the  accommodation*. 

25.  They  wouM  be  readily  employed,  but  their  pa«eHt«  are  not  disposed  to  bringtham  up  fo  agri* 
eoilural  pursnit^ 

26.  None  whatever. 

97.  None  wfiatkfver;  intfeed  I  think- tile  labouiera  am^ae  jeakMM^of  their  racentily  acquired  ri]p:hto  as 
free  men,  that  even  were  such  an  attempt  made  it  would  be  otteriy  abovciea,  as- ahey  would  netessai^fi 
dhim  the  pnitecdon  of  the  law«; 

28.  They  are. 

29.  I  consider  that  the  present  systaiii  ie  moateondoeive  to  Ihe  wel&re  of  the  kbouri»g  pepulalfon 
in  their  free  condition. 

30.  They^  arcr;  and  cheerfiilly  when  summoned,  aiMk  avinee  gwat  iatewi^  in  them;. 

31.  Whenever  1  have  had  an  opporUmty,  Ii  have  done  so,,  and  am  of  opinion  that  ikm-  femm^ 
nent  establishment  will  be  attended  witH'  practical  good  u*  the  woricing  olaasesi 

32.  I  conhider  the  judicial  system  oMminiiig  stnce  the  cniat<on><^  the  Court  of  Appeai,  far  mere 
conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  frte  labouring  popuhrtion'  than*  that  oiidar  special  justices. 

33.  The  season  for  making  ai^iBrhas  but  just  commemed,  aiid'  I  anv  sorry  lo  add  that  tie  crep^ 
will  be  very  short. 

34.  A  great  number;  but  the  ewet  quantity  I  do*  not  know,  and  have  ftnind  it  imposBible  tO'obtaiu. 

35.  From  the  long  drought  that  we  have  experienced  laiel^Vi  ptV)vtaiii«R*  are  very  tfcnn:^  but  I  have? 
no  apprehension  of  a  want  of  food^  ae  we  are  very  well  siippiiat4  by  forettrn.  markets. 

36.  The  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  are  bad;  but  the  pvvaent  oultivatmn  beaiUifhl  in  the  eirtrame, 
suipassing  any  that'  1  have  seen  for  years;  which  proeea  the  tramf^iilliiy  and  s«VtlM>  ceiiditien'  that 
now  prevails  among  the  labouring  population  ;  the  season  has  been  neaounfa^ovivable'. 

37.  There  has  been  a  great  increased  demand'  fbr  the  luxnnes  of  life. 

38.  r  am  of  opinion  that  both  wouid  be  benefioiai  to  the  labouring  dasse^,  and  aoncatve that  the 
institution  ot  firieu<ily  societies  would  be  best  promoted  by  the  clergy  in  each  p«rish« 

39*.  t  consider  the  peasantry  of  Barbados'  happy,  and  fiir  more  so  on  eomparini^'  tlieir  situation 
with  that  of  the  labouring  classes  in  other  portions  of  the  British  dominions. 
40:  None  whaticver. 

(Signed)  P.  L.  Applewhaitb,  Police  MagiattnitK 

No.  2.^ParishofSL  James, 

1.  The  conduct  of  the  labourers  in  this  parish  has  been  very  good  since  my:  lait  qpaiAeriy  ref>ort« 

2.  The  majority  of  offknoe»oon»stB  of  assauhs  and  katlenes,'  with  a  few  cases  of  debt  and  petty 
Ihefu 

3.  The  mutual  good  feeling  subsisting  between  labomers  and<  employeie  in  this  parish,  stated  itf 
my  last  report,  continues  to  exist. 

4.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the- common  interests  of  employers  and  labourers  (being  inseparately  con- 
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BARBADOS.      nected)  do  not  require  the  aid  of  external  intervention  for  promoting  a  good  understanding  between 
—  the  parties. 

5.  The  labourers  at  the  present  time  perform  their  work  willingly,  the  cause  of  the  contrary  event 
occasionally  happening  may  generally  be  traced  to  the  want  of  proper  management  on  the  property 
where  it  occurs. 

6.  The  working  hours  are  generally  from  6  to  9  o'clock,  a.m.  and  from  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

7.  Task  work  is  not  generally  resorted  to ;  the  objection  lies  with  employers,  who  generally  6nd  the 
work  (from  being  hurried)  badly  done.  ^ 

8.  The  rate  of  wages  varies  at  present,  from  two  to  three  bits  per  day,  and  in  the  reaping  season  the 
labourers  are  remunerated  for  time  over  and  above  the  day's  labour  of  nine  hours. 

9.  The  labourers  are  always,  or  at  least  in  most  cases,  supplied  with  a  house  and  a  small  piece  of 
cultivable  land. 

10.  The  labourer  receives,  when  working  at  the  property  on  which  his  house  and  land  are  situated^ 
two  bits  per  day ;  when  working  abroad,  he  can  command  three  bits  per  day,  therefore  I  consider  the 
difference  in  wages  to  be  the  rent.  The  free  rent  system  is  partially  established  in  this  parish,  and  X 
think  would  be  productive  of  benefit  to  all  parties. 

11.  The  labourers  in  this  parish  are  simply  engaged  to  perform  day  labour,  which  engagement  I 
should  consider  only  binding  for  one  day ;  and  are  very  averse  to  entering  into  any  agreement 

12.  The  labourers  are  very  averse  to  agreements  of  any  sort, 

IS.  They  are  most  litigiously  disposed,  resorting  to  law  on  most  frivolous  grounds.  The  establish<% 
ment  of  Courts  of  Reconciliation  and  Arbitration  promise  to  correct  much  of  this  bad  feeling. 

14.  The  new  island  laws,  regulating  the  relations  between  masters  and  servants,  have  never,  to 
the  present  time,  been  acted  on  in  this  parish :  proprietors  and  manogers  finding  the  plans  which  they 
were  forced  to  adopt  on  the  disallowance  of  the  former  act  to  succeed  very  well,  deem  it  impolitic  ta 
run  any  risk  of  disturbing  the  good  order  and  tranquillity  which  at  present  prevail  by  making  any 
alteration  in  their  system  of  management.  The  act  for  the  suppression  of  vagrancy  has  also  not  been 
acted  on,  but  cannot  fail  to  operate  as  a  protection  to  the  iudustrious  labourer. 

15.  I  have  been  called  on  in  one  or  two  instances  since  my  last  report  to  investigate  complaints  of 
unlawful  occupation  of  houses  and  lands  by  labourers  on  the  plantations  on  which  they  have  beea 
working,  but  have  never  had  but  in  one  case  to  use  any  coercive  means.  The  case  I  alluded  to  was 
on  account  of  bad  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  labourer. 

16.  A  very  sensible  diminution  in  the  number  of  agricultural  labourers  took  place  immediately 
afler  the  termination  of  apprenticeship. 

17.  Great  numbers,  or  nearly  all  the  labourers,  have  returned  to  the  estates  which  they  left  on  1st 
August,  1838,  or  shortly  after;  and  I  consider  that  in  general  they  are  much  attached  to  the  places 
where  they  have  been  born  and  brought  up. 

18.  Those  persons  who  abandon  agricultural  labour  usually  betake  themselves  to  domestic  employ- 
ments, and  some  to  carpenters,  shoemakers,  and  tailors'  trades,  &c.  &c. 

19.  No  persons  have  emigrated  from  this  parish  since  my  last  report. 

20.  1  consider  that  the  emigrration  which  has  taken  place  from  this  island  has  resulted  from  (he 
artifices  of  hireling  emigration  agents  and  their  emissaries*  I  do  not  think  it  has  been  spontaneous ; 
as  for  instance,  in  this  parish  where  no  agent  resided,  and  where  the  presence  of  emissaries  could  not 
be  detected,  emigration  has  been  on  a  trifling  scale. 

21.  Vide  answer  No.  19, 

22.  I  have  always  been  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  surplus  of  labouring  population  in  this  island, 
and  am  certain  that  none  could  be  spared  without  disadvantage. 

23.  The  children  of  the  labourers  in  this  parish  are  entirely  supported  by  their  parents,  and  the 
greater  part  are  brought  up  in  extreme  idleness. 

24.  My  parish  affbnls  a  large  school,  and  ample  accommodation  in  a  church  and  chapel ;  the  attend 
ance  at  both  is  equal  to,  but  does  not  exceed,  what  is  afforded. 

25.  The  children  would  meet  with  ready  employment  on  every  estate,  but  the  greatest  aversion  ia 
evinced  by  their  parents  to  train  them  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

26.  The  labourers  appear  to  take  little  interest  in  the  complexional  distinctions  between  the  white, 
coloured,  or  black  classes  of  inhabitants. 

27.  I  have  seen  no  desire  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  or  gentry  to  intefere  with  the  rights  of  free- 
dom acquired  on  the  abolition  of  slavery.  The  perfect  knowledge  possessed  by  the  negro  of  his 
rights  as  a  British  subject,  would  make  an  attempt  of  that  nature  perfectly  useless. 

28.  They  are  fully  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  Court  of  Appeal. 

29.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  advantages  afforded  by  the  Court  of  Appeal  renders  the  present  judi- 
cial system  far  more  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  labouring  population  than  that  existing  under 
the  late  special  magistrates. 

30.  The  labourers  seem  to  be  aware  of  the  benefits  likely  to  result  from  the  establishment  of  these 
courts.  The  recent  confirmation  by  Her  Majesty  of  the  Act  for  this  purpose  has  removed  the  only 
objection  they  seemed  to  entertain, — a  clause  in  the  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  small  sum  as 
a  remuneration  for  their  loss  of  time  in  attending  as  jurors. 

31.  I  have  had  opportunities  of  Imnging  these  tribunals  into  operation.  I  consider  their  perma* 
nent  establishment  vrill  be  attended  with  the  best  results. 

32.  I  am  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  present  judicial  system. 

33.  My  next  report  will  notice  thb  subject  more  fuUy ;  the  season  is  not  sufficiently  advanced  to 
allow  of  its  being  answered  now. 

34.  The  labourers  in  this  parish  raise  large  quantities  of  stock,  but  are  very  averse  to  giving  infor- 
mation onthe  subject. 

35.  The  crop  of  provisions  of  all  descriptions  is  a  total  failure  in  this  parish  from  unprecedented 
droughts. 

36.  The  prospects  for  the  ensuing  crop  are  very  bad.  The  cultivation  has  been  very  good,  the 
weather  unusually  unpropitious. 

37.  There  has  been  since  the  abolition  of  apprenticeship  a  greatly  increased  demand  on  the  part 
of  the  labouring  population  for  the  luxuries  of  life. 
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No.  S.— Parish  of  St.  George.  BARBADOS, 

1.  Very  peaceable. '  — ^ 

2.  or  assaults  and  batteries,  and  petty  thefts. 
8.  I  am  of  opinion  that  there  is  not. 

4.  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  will.  Even  now,  a  very  good  understanding  subsists  between  the 
employers  and  more  respectable  class  of  labourers,  such  as  superintendents  and  other  head  folks 
domiciled  at  the  several  estates  and  places  of  this  parish. 

5.  I  think  they  do. 

6.  From  sunrise  till  4  o'clock  p.m.,  daily,  one  hour  of  which  space  is  allowed  for  breakfast ;  Satur- 
day commonly  excepted. 

7.  Not  60  generally  as  it  was.    The  objection  (beyond  doubt)  lies  with  the  labourers. 

8.  Two  bits  per  day,  in  money,  by  weekly  payments  in  and  out  of  the  reaping  season. 

9.  They  are  generally  supplied  with  a  room  or  cottage,  with  or  without  a  few  perches  of  land  around 
it,  upon  the  terms  of  labouring  five  days  weekly  (sickness  and  other  accidents  excepted) ;  besides 
the  ordinary  rate  of  daily  wages. 

10.  Not  generally.  See  answer  9.  Upon  some  estates  the  rent  of  land  attached  to  or  detached 
from  a  labourers  room  or  cottage  (say  a  quarter  of  an  acre  at  a  weekly  rent  of  two  bits),  is  a  distinct 
charge,  without  reference  to  the  estate  duty,  or  work  done  by  the  labourer. 

11.  Labourers  domiciled  at  estates  or  places  in  this  parish,  usually  enter  into  verbal  agreements  to 
perform  day-labour  (generally  five  days  in  every  week),  but  no  records  of  this  kind  are  lodged  in 
my  office. 

12.  I  believe  they  generally  prefer  verbal  to  written  agreements. 

13.  Some  are  quiet  in  their  general  intercourse  with  each  other;  others  are  litigiously  disposed, 
but  I  believe  the  majority  are  well  disposed  to,  and  are  upon  a  happy  footing,  one  with  the  other. 

14.  I  think  it  has. 

15.  I  have  not  been  called  upon  to  investigate  one  complaint  of  this  nature  during  this  quarter. 

16.  I  am  ;  and  I  anticipate  in  process  of  time,  that  such  diminution  will  become  more  and  more 
sensible. 

17.  Very  few,  according  to  my  information,  since  the  1st  of  August,  1838,  or  subsequently.  I 
consider  that  the  labourers  of  middle  age  are  generally  attached  to  the  estates  on  which  they  have  been 
burn  and  brought  up. 

18.  To  such  as  they  prefer,  or  can  obtain. 

19.  Not  to  any  considerable  extent  in  this  quarter;  thirteen  is  the  number.  To  the  natural  desire 
of  improving  their  condition  by  obtaining  higher  wages  elsewhere. 

20.  According  to  my  knowledge  thereof,  I  conclude  that  their  emigration  has  been  spontaneous. 

21 .  Between  the  ages  of  16  and  35.     The  majority  of  emigrants  have  consisted  of  males. 

22.  I  am  of  opinion  there  is  a  surplus  population  in  this  island,  but  sure  I  am  that  a  large  propor- 
tion of  agricultural  or  field  labourers  might  not  be  spared  without  ruin  to  the  planters  of  this  colony, 

23.  Generally  poor  and  idle.     They  are  supported  by  their  parents  or  other  relatives. 

24.  I  do  not  exactly  know.     It  is  at  the  church  and  chapelries;  of  the  schools  I  know  not  precisely. 

25.  Such  children  as  are  of  regular  and  industrious  habits  are  readily  employed  for  hire  by  the 
estates  on  which  the  parents  or  other  relations  are  located.  Few  parents  are  disposed  to  train  their 
children  to  field  work  ;  they  prefer  the  training  or  apprenticeship  of  their  children  to  trades  of  different 
kinds. 

26.  They  do ;  but  time  and  the  common  interests  of  colonial  society,  will,  of  course,  gradually  cause 
such  interest  in  complexional  distinctions  to  fade  away  amongst  the  labourers. 

27.  I  have  not  The  present  government  of  this  island  is  the  greatest  security  for  the  rights  of 
the  people,  and  of  the  just  and  impartial  administration  of  the  laws  amongst  all  classes  of  the  Queen's 
subjects. 

28.  I  believe  they  are  quite  so. 

29.  I  consider  the  judicial  system  obtaining  since  the  creation  of  the  Assistant  Court  of  Appeal 
most  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  labouring  population  in  their  free  condition. 

30.  They  are  in  this  parish,  and  cheerfully  attend  when  summoned  as  jurors,  and  evince  much 
interest  in  the  proceedings. 

31.  I  have;  and  am  confident  that  their  permanent  establishment  will  be  attended  with  practical 
good  to  the  working  classes. 

32.  Answered  above — see  answer  29. 

83.  Very  little  hitherto.    The  sugar  crops  have  not  generally  been  commenced  in  this  parish. 

34.  I  do  not  know  exactly.  Besides  poultry,  pigs,  and  goats,  many  labourers  are  possessed  of 
sheep  and  other  cattle,  as  cows  and  horses. 

35.  The  yam  crop  is  expected  to  fail  in  the  valley  estates  of  this  parish,  but  on  the  cliff  side  of  the 
parish  it  is  pretty  fair,  by  all  report.    Very  little  corn  was  planted  in  St  George. 

36.  Very  indifferent ;  the  season  has  been  quite  unfavourable. 

37.  I  am.  The  demand  has  increased  in  proportion  to  their  means  of  purchasing  the  luxuries  of 
life. 

38.  I  am.  There  are  three  friendly  societies  established  in  this  parish,  and  contributed  to  by  the 
labouring  classes ;  but  I  cannot  suggest  how  such  institutions  may  be  best  promoted. 

39.  I  do. 

40.  1  have  not* 

(Signed)  W.  Griffith,  Police  Magistrate, 


No.  4. — Parish  of  St.  John. 

1.  The  conduct  of  the  labourers  of  this  parish,  since  my  last  quarterly  report,  has  been  peaceable, 
and  generally  v4ry  regular  and  steady  at  their  work. 

2.  Petty  larcenies  and  assaults. 

3.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  there  is  a  growing  good  feeling  between  employer  and  labourer, 
from  the  circumstance,  that  reference  to  the  magistrate  in  disputes  between  these  classes  in  their 
mutual  relation,  is  of  less  frequent  occurrence  than  heretofore. 

4.  1  believe  that  both  classes  are  becoming  sensible  that  their  common  interests  are  closely  allied 
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BAjUADOS.      &ti<)  mutually  dependent ;  and  I  think  the  growing  conviction  of  this  will  gradually  efiect  a  good 
«-—  '"    understanding  between  them,  without  the  aid  of  externaFintervention. 

5.  Labour  is  generally  performed  willingly ;  in  most  instances  of  a  contrary  oecurrence,  it  arises 
from  a  distrust  on  the  part  of  the  labourer,  chiefly  to  be  ascribed  to  ignorance. 

6.  The  working  hours  in  this  parish  are  asually  from  sunrise  to  ten  o'clock^  and'  fronr  deten  to  four 
in  the  aflernoon. 

1.  The  system  of  working  is  variously  adapleJ  to  cTrcum stances,  but  w  great  part  of  the'  most 
laborious  agricultural  work  is  performed  by  jobbers,  who  supt-rintend  labourers  employed  by  them 
independently  of  any  question  of  tenure  of  land. 

8.  The  ordinary  rate  of  wages  for  labourers  attached  to  plantations  remains  at  two  bits  per  day  of 
nine  hours,  and  all  extra  labour  during,  the  neaping  season  is  estimated  at  that  ratSo. 

9.  Those  labourers  who  are  attached  to  plantations  on  which  they  are  employed,  ore  generally  sup- 
plied with  lodging,,  and  a  small  spot  of  liand  for  cultivation.  Ai  continuous  labour  of  five  days  per 
week  is  usually  required,,  for  which  daily  labour  tbey  are  paid* as  stated  in  ttiefl^regoing  reply,  without 
any  deduction  being  made  for  rent  of  house  or  land  ;  but  in  cases  where  the  labourer  omits  tx>  gife 
the  five  dap'  labour,,  a  practice  has  been*  obtained  of  deducting  a  certain  quota  for  such  biknlt^  days; 
There  are  some  plantations  on  which  a  larger  portion  of  land' is  allowed  the  labourers,  for  which  they 
pay  a  stipulated  labour  rent. 

10.  Answered  by  the  foregoing. 

ir.  In  the  hiring  of  agricultural' labourers'  in  this  parish,  it  seems  to  be  mutually  imderstDod  that 
the  relations  of  employer  and  labourer  exist  only  from  day  to  day. 

12.  'ihe  labourers  seem  to  have  an  aversion  to  all  contracts,  especially  written  contracts. 

13.  The  kbouring  population  are  litigpousl^  disposed  towanis  each  other,  and  disunited  in  their 
interests. 

14.  The  renewal  of  the  island  Ikw  reguliatrng  the  relations  between  masters  and  servants,  and 
providing  for  the  suppression  ofvagran;/y,  has  operated  very  much  to  the  relief  of  the  labouring 
population,  especially  in  securing  to  them  by  law  the  value  of  their  crops  on  lands  they  occupied  as 
incidental  to  service,  and  from  which  they  may  have  been  dismissed ;  and  also  in  providing  for  the 
Becovery  and  payment  of  their  wages* 

15  1  have,  in  some  few  instances,  been  called  upon  to  investigate  complaints  on  account  of  the 
undue  occupation  of  their  lodging  by  the  labourer,  and  the  tkuM  has  been  fbund  to  exist  with  the 
labourer. 

16.  There  has*  been  a  sensible  diminution  of  the  number  of  agricultural'  labourers  since  the  1st 
Augtist,  1838. 

17.  Many  labourers  have  returned' who  had  M  the  estates  on  which  they  were  attached  on  August 
1838.  They  have  been  generally  much  attached'  to  the  plantations,  on  which  they  have  been  brought 
up,  but  that  feeling  is  gradually  becominp^  Tess  strong. 

15.  I  apprehend  that  those  persons  who  have  abandoned  agricultural  labour  have  usually  betaken 
themselves  to  the  town,  and  its  environs,  where  they  are  employed  in  all  sorts  of  irregular  occupations: 

19.  Emigration' has  not  occurred  among  the  labourers  ot  this  parish  dtiring  the  last  quarter. 

20.  The  frequent  occurrence  of  emigration  in  the  early  part  of  the  l^si  year,  is,.  I  believe,  attri- 
butable solely  to  the  extraordinary  influences  and  exertions  madfe  use  of  by  interested  persons  in  the 
colonies  of  firitish  Guiana;,  and  the  great  reflux  from  thence  of  the  deluded  emigrants,  shows  that  ttie 
phenomenon  did  not  owe  its  origin  to  legitimate  causes. 

21.  See  No.  19  above. 

22.  I  do  not  consider  that  there  is  a  surpTus  population  in  this  island ;,  and  I  think  that  emigration 
would  be  attended  by  serious  injury  to  the  colony^  it  being  so  constituted  as  to  preclude  the  use  of 
machinery  to  any  great  extent. 

23.  The  children  of  the  labouring  population  are  living  in  a  state  of  idlenesa";  their  parent^  f^om 
mistaken  ideas  of  improvement,  are  subjecting  them  to  the  most  pernicious  habits  of  life ;  they  insist 
on  their  entire  emancipation  from  field  work,  and  send  them  to  the  various  private  schools  which  tiave 
obtained  since  the  abolition  of  apprenticeship,  where  the  imperfect  system  of  discipline  leaves  the  child 
without  sufficient  restraint  or  employment;  theyure  consequently  growing  up  in  habits  tending  to 
vice,  and  generally  imbibing  the  erroneous  notion  that  field  labour  is  derogatory  to  the  condition  of  the 
peasantry.  Those  children  who  have  arrived  beyond  the  age  of  infancy  are  generally  wdW  clothed  and 
fed  by  their  parents.  They  are,  for  the  most  part,  unprovided  with  regular  medical  attendance ;  many 
instances  have  come  under  my  observation  where  infants  have  been  grossly  neglected  by  theirparents. 

24.  There  are  a  parish  church  and  two  chapels,  open  for  the  religious  instruction  of  alt  classes;  there 
are  also  two  well  established  parochial  schools,  l)e.sides  a  well-conducted  school  on  the  CoilringtOQ 
Trust  estates,  where  the  children  of  the  labourers  are- indiscriminately  admitted  at  a  trifling  cost ;  but  so 
great  is  the  growing  desire  for  education  and  improvement  among  thatclass,  that  1'  believe  the  accom- 
modation afforded  them  in  those  schools  is  inadequate  to  their  wants.  In  the  present  state  of  society 
the  churches  afi*ord  sufficient  accommodation. 

25.  Children  are  rarely  employed  on  the  estates  on  which  they  are  focaled,  and  it  is  wholly  to-be 
attributed  to  a  disinclination  on  the  part  of  the  parents  to  train  them  up  to  agricultural  labour. 

26.  I  believe  that  the  labouring  population  take  a  lively  interest  in  the  complexional  distijictions 
between  the  several  classes  of  the  inhabitants. 

27.  There  exists  no  interference  of  misapprehension  at  present  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  or 
gentry  of  the  country,  concerning  the  rights  of  freedom  acquired  under  the  abolition  of  apprenticeship 
by  the  labouring  population. 

29.'  The  labouring  population  are  fully  awaaiv  of  the  existence  of  the  Assistant  Court  of  Appeal. 

29.  The  present  judicial  system,  obtaining  since  the  creation  of  that  tribunal,  is  unquestionably 
most  suitable  to  the  labouring  population  in  their  free  condition. 

30.  The  labourers  are,  1  believe,  becoming  generally  aware  of  the  establishment  of  Courts  of 
Reconciliation  ;  they  wiUingly  attend  as  jurors,  and  take  a  lively  interest  in  the  proceedings. 

31.  These  tribima Is  are  in  full  operation  in  this  parisli,  and  1  beheve  thai  they  will  be  highly 
conducive  to  the  general  good  of  the  labouring  classes. 

82.  See  No.  29. 

33.  This  question  is  not  applicable  to  the  season  included  in  this  quarter. 

34.  1  have  every  reason  to  believe  Uiatthe  I  abourers  are  acquiring  increase  of  wealth  in  stocky 
&c.  Of  the  exact  amount  since  my  quarterly  report  ending  1st  January,  1840,  I  have  tiad  no  means 
of  fanning  a  correct  estimate. 
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J5.  ThoiB  has  been  a  genecal  re4ucln>n  in  the  quantity  ofgrounil  provisioDR,  corn,  &c.,  grown  oh       BARBADOS* 
pfaiotatioBB,  'and  the  preBcnt  provision  orop  has  been  entirely  <ks(royed  by  a  severe  drought  whiob  haa  — *- 

eaatiittied  abaive  tfatee  oMolhs,  but  fthie  <|itaiitity  of  prH«iw)ns  now  hnported  into  the  islauc},  will,  I 
think,  prechide  the  recMaseace  of  the  soafcity  threatened  in  the  earlier  part  of  16S9. 

J6.  From  the  laite  irery  unfiM^oaoable  growing  season,  the  sugar  crop  is  nmteriaUy  shootened.  The 
ataie  of  cultiivaiioB  for  ihe  suoeeedingarop  is  excelleiHt. 

37.  There  is  a  greatly  increasing  demand  for  the  luxuries  of  life,  snch  as  dvesiu  winei  &c.,  amoqgsi 
the  iaboMrtBg  chones. 

38.  Friendly  Soeielies  have  ousted  with  cansideicabk  suceess  in  this  pttrish  fi>r  many  yean.  Savings' 
Bai4n  would  ^  alsa  (hi^l^  beneficial,  but  I  do,noi:think  they  would  be  eontributed  to  by  the  labour- 
ing classes  in  their  present  social  condition. 

W.  J*  <Kiinpu-iag  their  si  (nation  iwilh  that  of  <(he  labouring  elasses  of  oUier  jiarts  of  the  British  do- 
minions, I  aonaiderHhe  iabomsers  of  Barbados  the  most  prosperous. 

40.  I  hawe  to  dreeanmend,  as  a  measure  ealculaied  to  cieale  confide uce  between  empk>yer  and 
labatirac,  and  to  .enaottrafce  settled  and  domestic  habits  in  the  latter^  (hat  the  law  regulating  landkirds 
and  tenants,  be  aatiended,  gtfing  tolhe  labourers  as  occupiers  of  land  iiicideiit  to  service,  the  right  to 
rowmie  any  fnlures  erected  bj  thamaelVes  while  in  legal  occupation.  I  have  also  (o  recommend  an 
inland  post  office,  by  means  of  the  present  rural  police  establishment,  an  institution  of  great  public 
comreniefice,  and  attainable  at  inconsiderable  expense. 

(Signed)  Henry  Pilgrim,  Polioe  Magistrate. 


No.  b.—Pari$h  of  Christ  Churoh. 

1.  The  conduct  of  the  labourers  in  this  parish  continues,  generally  speaking,  Yery  satisfactory. 

2.  The  majority  of  the  offences  brought  before  me  consists  of  petty  thefts,  aud  breaches  cf  ithe 
peace,  but  more  particularly  the  latter. 

8.  In  general  there  is  not  a  want  of  good  feeling  between  the  labourers  and  their  employers.  !«  a 
lew  Instances,  the  feeling  has  been  otherwise,  owing  to  the  labourers  violating  their  engagements  to 
work  for  the  properties  on  which  they  are  domiciled,  and  to  insure  which,  the  emplo)  ers  had  ^misbed 
them  with  cottages  rent  free,  by  way  of  retainer  for  steady  and  continuous  labour  when  in  health. 

4.  The  common  interests  of  the  employers  and  labourers  having  lended,  in  the  altered  condition  of 
society,  to  establish  generally  a  g^od  understanding  between  those  dasses,  I  eoaceive  tliat  this  happgf 
vesnh  will  be  best  presented  by  leaving  them  to  act  under  a  sense  of  the  abligattons  they  owe  te  <aoh 
oCber,  without  the  aid  of  external  intenremion,  as  in  my  opinion  suoli  intervention  would  be  produottve 
of  discontent  and  jealousy  in  the  exercise  ol  their  respective  relationshipB. 

5.  The  labourers  readily  and  willingly  undertake  work,  but  it  cannot  be  said  that  they  keep  in  view 
the  moral  duty  of  rendering  their  labour  adequate  to  the  wages  they  receive.  Employers  complain, 
and  not  without  cause,  of  the  extreme  idleness  of  their  labourers  when  hired  by  the 'day. 

6.  The  working  hours  are  generally  from  6  to  10,  and  from  11  to  4. 

7.  Task  work  is  not  much  resorted  to,  as  proprietors  object  to  it,  from  the  careless  nanner  in  w^uch 
the  labourers  perform  it. 

8.  The  g^eneral  rate  of  wages  paid  to  domiciled  labourers  is  20  cents  per  day  ibr  the  lirst  oIms 
labourers,  and  other  classes  in  proportion.  During  the  crop,  cane  euttere  are  paid  2%  cents  ^%r  day, 
and  manufacturers  SO  cents. 

9.  The  labourers  domiciled  on  properties  are  furnished  with  good  comfoFtable  houses,  and  generally 
with  a  spot  of  land  (about  a  quarter  of  an  acre),  as  a  garden,  free  of  rent. 

10.  The  arrangement  generally  between  labourers  and  employers  for  the  privilege  of  house  aad 
land,  is  that  the  former  will,  for  the  wages  agreed  upon,  work  "Oa  the  {iroperties  to  which  they  are 
attached,  when  required  to  do  so.  If  they  work  on  other  properties  without  the  leave  of  their 
employers,  they  are  charged  rent  at  (he  rate  of  ten  cents  per  day  for  each  and  every  day  they  are  thus 
absent. 

11.  Not  a  single  contract  of  service  has  ever  been  lodged  in  my  office,  nor  am  I  aware  that  written 
agreements  are  ever  entered  into  between  labourers  and  emplo^'ers.  Parties  are  fcee  io  act  an  they 
think  fit,  with  the  exception  of  the  principal  people,  such  as  supehniendeuts,  who  are  usually  employed 
by  the  month,  and  in  some  cases  by  the  year. 

12.  The  labourers  are  opposed  to  written  agreements. 

13.  'I'he  labourers  in  their  general  intercourse  with  each  other  are  kindly  disposed. 

14.  The  renewal  of  the  island  laws  regulating  the  relations  between  masters  and  servants,  and  pro- 
Tiding  for  the  suppression  of  vagrancy,  has  operated  to  the  relief  of  the  labouring  population  in 
protecting  them  against  summary  ejectments ;  but  as  regards  the  master,  from  the  decided  objection 
which  the  labourer  has  to  contract  for  service,  it  gives  him  but  little  chance  of  a  steady  supply  of  labour 
from  those  domiciled  on  his  property. 

1 5.  I  have  not,  during  the  present  quarter,  been  required  to  eject  any  labourer,  and  I  only  <»)eQled 
one  in  the  last  quarter,  when  as  I  then  reported  the  fault  was  with  the  labourer. 

16.  No  very  sensible  diminution  in  the  number  of  agricultural  labourers  has  taken  place  in  this 
parish  since  the  1st  of  August,  1838. 

17.  In  nrany  cases  labourers  who  had  lefl  the  properties  to  which  they  belonged  have  returned,  and 
again  located  themselves  there ;  in  general,  the  labourers  are  much  attached  to  the  estates  on  which 
they  were  born  and  brought  up. 

16.  The  lab(uirers  who  have  quitted  agricultural  emjployment,  have  betaken  themselves  to  trades, 
huckstering,  and  domcbtic  service. 

19.  My  last  quarterly  report  shewed  that  emigration  was  on  the  decline  in  this  parish,  and  I  ani 
happy  to  say  that  it  still  continues  so,  as  during  the  whole  of  this  quarter,  I  have  been  called  on  to 
grant  ten  certificates  only  to  emigrants.  This  circumstance  affords  me  the  pleasing  hope  that  the 
laboarers  are  getting  rid  of  the  delusion  into  which  they  were  unfortunately  thrown  by  the  artful 
means  practised  on  them  by  emigration  accents  to  induce  them  to  quit  their  native  land, 

20.  From  my  knowledge  of  the  character  and  feelings  of  the  Barbados  peasantry,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  declaring  that  their  emigration  has  not  been  spontaaeous;  aud  1  am  thoioughly  con- 
vinced that  It  could  only  have  been  effected  under  the  most  unwarrantable  artifices  and  misrepre- 
sentations, by  those  who  prowled  about  the  country,  sowing  discontent  amongst  the  labourers,  and 
taking  advantage  of  their  ignorance,  made  them  the  dupes  aud  victims  of  their  avarice ;  it  being  well 
known  that  the  laboars  of  these  men-huaters  are  rewarded  in  proportion  to  the  numbers  they  ensnare. 
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BARBADOS.      an<l  sacceed  in  transporting^  from  the  land  of  their  birtlL    The  restlessness  and  discontent  exhibited 
— —  at  times  amongst  the  labourers  in  this  parish,  can  be  attributed  to  no  other  cause  than  the  exciting 

influence  of  bettering  their  condition,  so  specially  held  out  to  them  by  those  interested  and  unprin- 
cipled men.  This  state  of  things  has  had  a  very  injurious  effect  on  the  conduct  of  the  labouring 
population,  and  whilst  it  cannot  fail  to  be  injurious  to  the  best  interests  of  the  parish,  it  has  been 
and  will  be  productive  of  great  suffering  and  misery  to  the  misguided  individuals  who  have  been 
seduced  away  from  their  native  land. 

21.  The  ages  generally  of  the  emigrants  are  firom  20  to  30,  and  the  majority  of  them  are  males. 

22.  I  do  not  think  that  we  have  a  surplus  population,  which  could  be  spared  for  emigration. 

23.  Parents  seem  more  anxious  about  the  welfare  of  their  children,  in  training  them  to  hid>its  of 
Industry. 

24.  In  this  parish  we  have  a  church,  four  chapels,  and  seven  public  schools  in  operation,  and  a 
chapel  on  a  very  large  scale  in  course  of  erection  in  the  most  populous  district  of  the  parish.  The 
accommodation  which  these  buildings  afford  is  greater  than  the  attendance  of  persons  at  them. 

25.  Children  are  readily  employed  for  hire  when  the  parents  do  not  object,  and  I  am  happy  to 
say  their  indisposition  to  train  therp  to  agricultural  pursuits  is  by  no  means  so  great  as  it  was. 

26.  The  labourers  do  take  an  interest  in  complexional  distinctions,  and  their  preference  as  to  con- 
fidence in  the  respective  classes  is  in  favour  of  the  whites. 

27.  I  have  never  discovered  any  desire  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  or  gentry  of  the  country  to 
interfere  with  the  rights  of  freedom  of  the  lately  emancipated  class;  nor  do  I  think  anyone  would  have 
the  folly  to  attempt  it  with  the  view  to  retain  them  virtually  in  a  prolons:ed  state  of  slavery. 

28.  The  labourers  are  fully  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  Assistant  Court  of  Appeal. 

29.  From  the  experience  I  have  had  of  the  vast  benefits  conferred  on  the  community  by  the 
€stablishmeut  of  this  court,  I  consider  the  judicial  system  conducted  under  its  supervision  much  more 
conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  labouring  population  than  that  which  prevailed  during  the  general 
employment  of  the  late  special  magistrates. 

SO.  The  labourers  are  fully  aware  of  the  institution  of  Courts  of  Reconciliation,  and  before  the 
coming  into  operation  of  the  recent  act  for  regulating  its  proceedings,  the  labourers  readily  attended 
when  summoned  as  jurors,  and  displayed  an  anxious  interest  and  consideration  of  the  cases  brought 
before  them. 

31*  Having  been  successful  in  adjusting  the  differences  between  parties  in  all  cases  brought  before 
these  courts  prior  to  the  recent  Act  above  alluded  to,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  permanent  establish* 
ment  of  tbem  as  now  provided  by  law,  will  be  attended  with  much  practical  good  to  the  working 
classes.  As  yet  I  have  not  been  enabled  to  bring  the  courts  into  operation  under  the  provisions  of  the 
law,  owing  to  the  delay  of  proprietors  in  furnishing  lists  of  the  persons  domiciled  on  plantations  who 
are  eligible  as  jurors,  but  I  trust  very  soon  to  re-open  the  court  under  the  sanction  of  law,  which  event 
is  anxiously  looked  for  by  many  applicants  who  have  notified  their  desires  of  having  their  differences 
adjusted  before  these  tribunals. 

32.  See  answer  29. 

33.  Owing  to  the  disinclination  of  persons  to  furnish  the  quantity  of  sugar  made  for  the  labourers 
attached  to  their  properties,  it  is  not  possible  to  form  an  accurate  estimate  on  the  subject  of  this 
inquiry;  but  considering  the  very  short  crops  made  in  the  parish,  from  the  long  continuance  of  drought 
the  la^  year,  I  should  think  the  proportion  reaped  for  the  labourers  must  have  been  small.' 

34.  The  labourers  are  averse  to  affording  information  of  the  quantity  of  stock  possessed  by  them, 
firom  an  erroneous  impression  that  the  object  is  to  impose  taxes  on  them ;  but  from  my  observations 
and  the  general  information  I  obtain  on  the  subject,  I  should  say  that  they  are  possessed  of  large 
quantities  of  stock. 

35.  From  the  want  of  rain  for  many  months  past,  there  has  been  little  opportunity  for  the  planting 
of  provisions,  whkh  leads  me  to  fear  a  recurrence  of  the  scarcity  felt  in  the  earlier  part  of  1839. 

36.  I  regret  to  say  that  the  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  are  very  bad,  owing  to  the  distressing 
drought  which  has  prevailed  throughout  the  whole  of  this  quarter. 

37.  The  demand  for  the  luxuries  of  life  has  greatly  increased  amongst  the  labouring  population 
since  the  abolition  of  the  Apprenticeship. 

38.  Friendly  societies  have  for  some  time  been  established  in  this  parish,  and  from  the  good  they 
have  already  produced  they  cannot  fail  to  improve  the  morals  and  infuse  industrious  habits  among  the 
labouring  classes.  With  the  view  to  insure  a  continuance  of  the  usefulness  of  these  societies,  I  think 
them  worthy  of  legislative  consideration,  in  enabling  them  to  carry  out  with  greater  certainty  of  rfc- 
cess,  the  very  laudable  and  praiseworthy  objects  which  led  to  their  formation,  and  I  am  of  opinion 
that  Savings*  Banks  would  greatly  aid  the  good  work  in  which  they  are  engaged. 

39.  The  peasantry  of  Barbados  have  the  means  of  making  themselves  as  happy,  if  not  happier^  than 
those  in  any  other  part  of  the  world ;  and  I  do  conscientiously  believe  that  they  would  be  so  if  their 
feelings  were  not  occasionally  worked  on,  and  their  better  judgment  misled,  by  wicked  and  designing 
persons,  who  seek  to  render  them  discontented  with  their  lot,  in  the  hope  of  ensnaring  them  in  the 
emigration  net  which  they- so  artfully  set  for  them. 

40.  With  a  view  to  afford  speedy  redress  to  the  poorer  classes  who  have  not  the  means  of  carrying 
their  grievances  through  the  ordinary  tribunals,  1  think  it  very  desirable  that  enactments  should  be 
made  for  their  summary  relief  in  minor  cases  of  trespass,  trover,  detinue,  and  slander;  and  I  would 
also  suggest  a  summary  power  of  recovering  the  possession  of  tenements  after  due  determination  of  the 
tenancy  where  the  rent  reserved  does  not  exceed  fifleen  or  twenty  pounds. 

(Signed)  Joseph  P,  Evelyn,  Police  Magistrate. 

No.  e.—Pariih  of  St.  PeUr. 

1.  The  conduct  of  the  labourers  in  this  parish  has  been  generally  quiet  and  orderly. 

2.  Crime  of  mnsmitude  is  of  rare  occurrence  in  this  parish.  The  majority  of  offences  are  petty 
assaults  and  batteries,  and  disorderly  conduct  in  Speight's  Town. 

3.  1  infer  from  the  few  complaints  that  have  been  made  to  me  by  either  party  that  a  good  feeling 
exists  between  employers  and  labourers. 

4.  External  intervention  is  at  all  times  to  be  deprecated  if  it  can  possibly  be  avoided,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  mutual  interest  of  employers  and  labourers  will  induce  a  good  understanding  be- 
tween them. 

5.  I  have  had  no  complaint  from  employers  of  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  labourers  to  perform 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFFAIRS  OF  BARBADOS.  117 

their  work,  but  I  believe  tbai  on  several  properties  a  stubborn  disposition  has  been  exhibited  by  them,      BARBADOS. 
although  reference  has  not  been  made  to  me;  and  unless  accompanied  by  disorder  and  violence,  it  is  *-~^ 

desirable  that  such  matters  should  be  adjusted  by  the  parties  themselves. 

6.  From  six  till  nine,  and  from  ten  till  four. 

7.  Task  work  is  not  generally  resorted  to  when  young  plants,  particularly  canes  (which  require 
extra  care),  are  to  be  weeded ;  in  other  instances,  such  as  holeing,  moulding,  and  weeding  mature 
plants,  it  is  commoply  resorted  to. 

8.  The  ordinary  rate  of  wages  is  two  bits  per  day ;  on  a  few  estates  the  custom  is  to  give  a  quarter 
dollar  per  day,  and  to  charge  the  labourer  from  half  a  dollar  to  a  dollar  per  month  rent,  according  to 
the  size  of  the  house,  without  reference  to  the  number  of  occupants.  In  crop  time,  extra  wages, 
varying  from  half  a  bit  to  a  bit  per  day,  and  a  few  gratuities,  are  given. 

9.  1  o  secure  the  indispensable  and  important  supply  of  labour  on  the  estates,  a  little  village  is 
established  on  each  by  the  erection  of  comfortable  dwellings,  and  a  portion  of  cultivable  land  is 
Bssigned  to  each  labourer.  For  this  privilege  and  accommodation  no  charge  is  made  against  the 
labourer,  unless  he  quits  the  property  to  bestow  his  services  elsewhere.  In  such  cases  half  a  bit,  and 
sometimes  a  bit  per  diem  is  demanded  for  such  absence.  Such  charges,  however,  are  never  de- 
manded when  the  labourer  communicates  with  the  owner  of  the  property,  or  his  representative,  and 
obtains  his  sanction  to  be  absent,  or  in  cases  of  sickness.  These  matters  are  clearly  understood  on 
both  sides,  and  the  system  works  well  under  the  rude  and  imperfect  knowledge  which  the  late  eman- 
cipated labourer  has  formed  of  his  liberty  of  action. 

*    10.  Answered  by  the  two  foregoing. 

11.  No  contracts  for  the  performance  of  agricultural  labour  exist  in  this  parish ;  employers  and 
labourers  appear  opposed  to  it. 

12.  As  I  am  not  aware  that  it  has  been  proposed  by  either  party  to  enter  into  written  agreements, 
I  cannot  correctly  answer  this  question. 

13.  The  labourers  collectively,  in  their  general  intercourse  with  each  other,  are  upon  friendly  terms, 
although  rather  litigiously  inclined  on  slight  causes  of  dispute. 

'14.  Neither  law  has  been  in  operation  in  this  parish  since  their  renewal. 

15.  I  have  not. 

16.  From  some  estates  in  this  parish,  few,  if  any  labourers  have  emigrated.  From  others,  emi- 
gration has  taken  place  to  a  considerable  extent  since  the  middle  of  last  April.  There  are  no  records 
of  emigrants  in  this  office  prior  to  that  time. 

17.  None  of  the  labourers  who  quitted  the  estates  on  which  they  were  domiciled  on  the  1st  August, 
1838,  and  subsequently,  returned  to  them.  I  believe  that  in  gcfneral  they  have  a  strong  attachment  to 
the  estates  on  which  they  were  born  and  brought  up. 

18.  Many  of  them  are  employed  as  fishermen  and  porters,  and  in  huckstering. 

19.  Two.  hundred  and  seventy  labourers,  exclusive  of  fifly-seven  children,  have  received  certifi- 
cates of  emigration.  I  attribute  the  disposition  that  has  manifested  itself  on  the  part  of  the  labourers 
to  emigrate,  to  promises  held  out  to  them  by  emigration  agents,  of  higher  wages  and  other  advan- 
tages which  they  are  made  to  believe  ihey  will  receive  in  British  Guiana.  Emigration  has  very  much 
decreased  latterly  from  this. parish,  no  certificate  of  emigration  having  been  signed  by  me  since  the 
10th  day  of  last  August. 

20.  I  believe  that  in  a  very  few  instances  some  of  the  labourers  may  have  been  induced  to  quit  the 
island  from  a  love  of  change,  but  by  far  the  greater  number  have  been  tampered  with  by  emigration 
agents  (many  of  them  labourers  themselves),  who  have  gone  about  the  island,  bribing  and  tempting 
the  labourers  by  pecuniary  donations  and  fallacious  promises  to  quit  their  homes  and  families. 

21.  A  large  proportion  of  the  emigrants  from  this  parish  are  young  people  of  both  sexes.  The 
average  ages  of  those  able  to  |)erfbrm  agricultural  labour  may  be  from  twenty -eight  to  thirty  years. 
The  number  of  male  emigrants  proponderates  largely,  being  nearly  three  to  one.  Such  a  large  por- 
tion of  males  quitting  their  wives  aud  families,  must  necessarily  tend  to  demoralize  the  state  of 
society. 

22.  The  numerical  quantity  of  slaves  who  were  emancipated  in  1834,  appears  to  have  deceived 
many  persons  in  the  mother  country.  It  has  from  this  cause  been  imagined  that  Barbados  has  a 
superabundant  agricultural  population ;  but  the  fact  is  far  otherwise,  as  not  a  moiety  of  the  slaves  were 
attached  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  not  above  thirty-five  thousand  labourers  are  now  eng^aged  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  land.  The  idlers  and  the  petty  thieves  who  exist  in  the  towns  and  their  neighbour- 
hood, constitute  a  large  portion  of  the  emancipated  people  ;  and  such  characters  would  not  be  readily 
induced  to  undertake  the  toil  of  agricultural  labour  in  the  colonies  of  Demerara  and  Berbice;  with 
such  persons,  therefore,  the  emigration  crimps  have  not  reaped  a  harvest  for  themselves  by  their 
artful  practices,  that  have  too  fatally  succeeded  with  the  deluded  agricultural  population  of  this 
island. 

23.  Those  that  are  not  employed  in  agriculture  are  sent  to  school,  and  supported  by  their  parents 
and  other  relatives.    They  are  generally  well  clothed,  and  healthy. 

24.  This  parish  affords  ample  facilities  for  education  and  religious  instruction.  There  are  five 
schools  under  the  direction  of  the  Established  Church  (two  of  which  are  licensed  for  the  performance 
of  Divine  service),  at  which  upwards  of  four  hundred  and  filly-eight  children  are  now  receiving  their 
education.  A  Wesleyan  chapel  and  school  are  also  established  in  Speight's  Town,  at  which  twd  hun- 
dred and  thirty  children  are  being  educated.  There  are  also  several  other  schools  conducted  by  private 
Individuals;  at  one  of  these  there  are  one  hundred  and  twelve  pupils  in  the  course  of  education.  The 
attendance  at  the  parish  church  is  not  equal  to  the  accommodation  it  affords. 

25.  Employers  are  disposed  to  hire  the  children  of  labourers  where  they  are  located,  but  their 
parents  and  relatives  prefer  bringing  them  up  as  tradesmen  and  domestics,  many  of  the  parents  mis- 
understanding the  imprudent  expressions  of  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  respecting  the  disposal  of  their  chil- 
dren's services, 

26.  The  labourers  do  not  appear  to  take  any  interest  in  complexional  distinctions. 

27.  I  have  not. 

28.  They  are  fully  aware  of  it,  and  of  the  facility  with  which  they  can  resort  to  it. 

29.  I  cannot  consider  any  system  of  judicial  control  which  wears  an  exclusive  character,  in  refi^ence 
to  certain  classes  of  the  community,  as  beneficial  to  society;  nor  that  the  late  system  of  special  magis- 
tracy could  ever  conduce  to  the  real  welfare  of  the  labouring  population  of  this  island  in  their  free 
condition.  The  present  mode  of  administering  justice  by  complaint  to  a  police  magistrate,  with  a 
ready  access  to  the  existing  Court  of  Appeal,  appears  to  work  satisfactorily  to  all  parties ;  and  I  am 
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l)AllBAiX>fi.       not  aware  thai  any  attempt  has  been  made  to  impugn  the  condoct  and  deoiei^iis  of  Ae  mipeHor 
court. 

80.  The  labourers  are  fully  aware  of  the  institiUion  of  Courts  of  Reconciliation ;  they  readily  ailead 
when  summoned  as  jurors,  and  evince  some  tact  and  knowledge  m  the  examinalikm  of  witneKsew. 

81.  Several  trials  have  occurred  before  me,  subject  to  the  deciaion  of  Courts  of  Reconeiltaiioa, 
and  complainants  and  defendants  have  in  each  case  appeared  satisBed  with  the  TerdJcts.     I  am  pT 
opinion  they  will  be  attended  with  practical  good  to  the  working  classest  particularly  as  T^9pHSt» 
rtototis  and  disorderly  conduct ;  admonition  from  the  prin<^pal  men  of  their  jclaas  ^jfpeaa  4ike)y  ta 
prove  effective. 

32.  Answered  by  No.  29. 

38  and  34.  The  labourers  in  this  parish  have  reaped  about  twenty  thousand  weight  of  au^r,  neUiog 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  at  the  rate  s^ga^  was  selling  during  the  crop.  This  quantity  is  much  sharter 
than  that  of  last  year,  owing  to  the  long  prevalence  of  dry  weather.  The  quantity  of  stock  they 
possess  cannot  be  accurately  ascertained,  but  in  answer  to  my  inquiries,  I  find  they  possess  e1et«ii 
horses,  one  hundred  and  seven  cattle,  and  about  sixteen  hundred  sheep  and  goats,  and  seventeoi 
hundred  pigs,  besides  a  large  quantity  of  poultry. 

35.  The  long  drought  which  has  prevailed  for  the  last  two  months  has  caused  a  ^lure  in  the  groufld 
provisions  and  com ;  there  will  be  therefore  a  scarcity  in  those  articles. 

36.  The  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  and  the  season  are  very  unfavourable ;  the  prepMmtion  is 
good. 

37.  The  clothes  they  now  wear  are  of  a  superior  kind  to  those  commonly  worn  by  them  during  Che 
apprenticeship ;  and  they  ofleu  indulge  in  lijpcuries  to  which  labourers  of  the  same  class  in  other 
countries  are  strangers. 

38.  If  Savings'  Banks  were  established,  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  would  be  contributed  to  by  the 
labourers,  and  be  the  means  of  their  saving  a  little  money  for  useful  purposes,  whidi  they  may  other- 
wise idly  and  unprofitably  dispose  of.  There  is  a  Friendly  Society  in  this  parish,  under  the  patrosage 
of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  which  is  attended  with  beneficial  eil^cts  to  the  labouring  classes,  and 
is  supported  by  monthly  contributions  from  them. 

39.  I  consider  the  condition  of  the  labouring  population  of  this  country,  compared  to  that  of  eold 
climates,  far  superior.  In  this  country  the  labourer  has  no  occasion  to  provide  himself  or  his  family 
with  warm  clothiiig  or  fire  on  a  winter's  evening.  Infants  are  often  seen  basking  in  the  sun,  inde- 
pendent of  those  articles  of  dress  essential  in  a  cold  climate.  Clothing,  by  retail,  can  i)e  procured  as 
cheap  here  as  in  England,  end  cheaper  than  in  most  of  tlie  other  colonies.  I  am  therefore  of  opinion 
that  the  labourers  here  are  better  paid,  and  have  the  means  to  be  quite  as  happy,  as  these  of  any 
other  part  of  the  British  dominions. 

40.  Complaints  have  frequently  been  made  to  me  by  labourers,  and  others  of  inferior  condition,  ibat 
they  have  advanced  money,  and  in  many  instances  found  materials,  to  have  articles  of  dress  or  furni- 
ture, &c.,  made,  and  that  the  dishonest  tradesman  would  neither  comply  with  his  engagement,  nor 
return  the  money  and  materials.  As  complaints  of  this  kind  are  not  cognizable  by  a  magistrate,  I 
recommend  that  an  act  be  passed  to  give  the  grieved  party  redress  by  summary  process  (where  the 
sum  or  value  of  the  materials  claimed  does  not  exceed  ten  pounds),  befbre  a  police  magistrate.  I 
would  also  recommend  a  modification  of  the  building  ordinance  to  permit  the  erection  or  removal  of 
wooden  structures,  in  situations  other  than  the  principal  streets;  and  also  that  an  act  be  passed  to 
regulate  the  Speight's  Town  market. 

(Signed)  J.  C.  B.  Scantlebury,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  7, --Parish  of  St.  Thomas. 

1.  Wherever  the  labourers  are  comfortably  located  and  well  treated,  they  evince  little  or  no  disposi- 
tion to  lead  a  roving  life;  but  where  that  is  not  the  case,  they  do  occasionally  quit  their  domiciles  hi 
search  of  higher  wages. 

2.  Assaults,  petty  thefls,  and  some  cases  of  larceny. 

8.  The  only  cause  of  dissatisfaction  which  now  exists  between  the  employers  and  labourers,  arises 
from  the  rent  system,  which,  as  it  now  stands,  is  a  bad  one,  from  the  want  of  uniformity :  estates 
charging  various  rates  of  rent  for  the  labourers'  cottages  and  allotments.  In  my  opinion,  it  would  be 
better  if  the  labourers  were  charged  a  fair  rent  for  their  houses  and  allotments,  and  l)e  allowed  to 
dispose  of  their  labour  wherever  they  please. 

4.  I  do  not  think  that  any  external  intervention  need  be  resorted  to,  as  there  is  every  appearance  at 
present  of  a  very  good  understanding  between  the  labourers  and  their  employers. 

5.  Generally  speaking,  the  labourers  do  perform  their  work  willingly ;  but  here,  as  in  all  other 
countries,  there  are,  and  always  will  be,  some  exceptions. 

6.  On  many  estates  in  my  district,  the  labourers  only  work  eight  hours  per  day,  but  where  the  nine 
hours'  system  is  kept  np,  they  work  from  6  a.m.  to  10,  and  from  11  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

7.  Task  work  is  not  generally  adopted,  owing  to  the  careless  way  hn  which  it  is  performed ;  it  is, 
however,  resorted  to  on  most  estates  in  the  cutting  of  canes  and  bushes. 

8.  The  rate  of  wages  varies ;  in  the  crop  season,  on  most  estates,  the  cane  cutters  receive  two  a«d 
a  half  bits  per  day,  those  employed  at  the  mill,  three  bits;  each  boiler  and  carter  three  bits,  Ac. 
On  some  properties  they  get  less  money,  but  receive  an  equivalent  in  provisions. 

0.  The  labourers  generally  are  supplied  with  good  cottages,  and  each  of  them  with  a  spot  of  land 
to  cultivate,  gratis,  provided  they- are  constant  in  labouring  for  the  estate  on  which  they  are  doroknled; 
but  H  hen  they  disfiose  of  their  labour  on  other  estates,  rent  is  charged  to  them. 

10.  The  cottage  and  land  are  given  to  the  labourer  as  an  inducement  to  insure  his  continuous  labour 
on  the  CNtate,  and  is,  in  consequence,  free  of  any  charge,  provided  he  does  not  labour  elsewhere ;  hot 
should  he  do  so,  he  is  then  charged  with  rent 

11.  Proprietors  strive  to  domicile  on  their  estates  as  many  labourers  as  will  carry  on  the  cullivatiOB; 
where  they  fail  doing  so,  they  are  generally  obliged  to  resort  to  day  labour,  and  consequently  enter 
into  no  contract  for  so  short  a  time. 

12.  They  are  averse  to  written  contracts,  and  therefore  prefer  verbal  agreements. 
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«OHi»  «»  ny  knowkdlgey  for  wlncfa  hasfy  act  the  vmmgw  wm  fiaed.    I  have  not  as  yai  bad  occaaioii       B4RHAiH>S* 
lo  eomoiti  any  person  under  the  pro^risioas  of  the  vagrant  aet  "**" 

15.  I  have,  io  some  cases  immediately  afier  my  appointment,  but  am  happy  to  state  that  nsy  esdeer 
voura  to  psediica  peace  and  good  feeling  betiveen  the  labourers  and  their  employers,  have  not  been 
without  effect,  as  there  is  scarcely  an  instance  of  any  ejectment  now  coming  to  my  knowledge ;  but 
when  one  does  take  place,  I  think  the  fault  is  mutual,  and  proceeds  more  from  hasty  tempers  than 
from  any  ill  will  towards  each  other. 

16.  There  is  oertaiDly  a  camickvable  dinmiiHeii  in  the  number  of  a|prtcidtafal  labowers  to  wbaf 
they  were  previous  lo  tlie  apprenticeship,  and  it  is  in  a  great  measure  owiag  to  the  disinchBatioo  which 
the  parents  have  to  bring  up  their  children  to  agricultnral  pursoits. 

17.  The  labourers,  generally  speaking,  are  attached  to  the  estates  on  which  they  weve  bora  and 
fanmght  up,  but  there  are  many  of  them  who  yoluittarily  remove  to  other  propo^ies  by  the  induce- 
neot  of  hi^er  wages,  or  the  pfospeet  of  greater  comforts ;  some  have  retnmed  and  resumed  ktbevf, 
but  Ihey  are.  oot  alwaya  statjoiiary. 

18.  They  mostly  become  hawkers  and  pedlars,  either  tradhig^  fee  themaehres,  or  aa  agenta  for  others;  • 
a  great  nwny  of  them  obtain  by  rent  a  spot  of  land  to  work  up,  but  whenever  they  become  aMe  to 
purchase  land  they  invariably  pre^r  doing  so.    The  Mount  WUton  lahtmrers,  for  instance,  for  whom 
so  large  a  sum  of  money  as  7,0&M.  was  lately  recoveied,  have  most  of  them  applied  their  respective 
amounts  in  the  purchase  of  land. 

19.  Emigration  to  a  very  trifling  eitent  has  taken  place  in  my  pari^.  Certifieates  have  been 
^nnled  to  te»  malea  and  cme  female,  aU  of  whom  I  am  certain  have  not  loft.  One  has  retamed  hi 
ymry  had  health. 

20.  In  my  opinion  their  emigration  has  not  been  spontaneous^  but  entirely  owing  to  the  shamtfol 
system  of  fraud  practised  by  persons  calling  themselves  emigration  ageots,  who  stick  at  nothing  to 
oarry  their  diabolieal  traffic  into  e^Rrct,  holding  out  snch  inducements  to  tihe  kibeurers  aa  to  cause 
grreat  numbers  of  them  to  fall  victims  to  the  baneful  climate  of  British  Guiana. 

21.  As  I  have  stated  in  answer  to  No.  19,  ten  males  and  one  female;  the  latter  was  the  youngest 
of  the  number,  and  aged  abont  15  years,  the  eldest  about  45. 

22.  We  have  not  a  surplus  population  of  agricultural  labourers,  but  a  great  number  of  idlers,  par- 
ticularly about  the  towns. 

83.  They  are  allowed  to  remain  on  the  estates  with  their  parents,  and  are  supported  by  them. 

24.  There  is  a  spacious  school  near  the  church,  which  is  open  to  all  colours;  two  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Moravians,  and  sundry  other  schools  about  the  parish.  Since  the  erection  of  the  diapel,  I 
can  with  conidence  say,  that  the  accommodation  is  equal  to  the  attendance. 

25.  The  children  are  readily  employed  by  the  estates,  but  their  services  are  withheld  by  their 
purents,  who  appear  to  have  a  strong  disincKnation  to  permit  their  being  employed  in  agricultural 
labour. 

26.  The  laboorers  take  no  interest  in  complesional  distinctions,  generally  labouring  for  the  highest 
wages  and  best  treatment 

27.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  single  individual  in  my  district  who  would  wish  them  to  return  to  a 
slate  of  slavery,  or  who  would  wish  to  treat  them  as  slaves ;  on  the  contrary,  the  proprietary  body,  as 
far  as  1  can  judge,  seem  disposed  to  live  on  the  most  friendly  terms  with  them. 

28.  The  labonrers  are  fully  aware  of  the  existence  of  a  Court  of  Appeal. 

29.  This  is  to  us,  who  now  discharge  the  duties  which  were  formerly  attached  to  the  special  magi- 
stracy nominated  by  the  British  government,  a  question  of  delicacy  and  some  difficulty.  The  pub- 
licity of  proceedings  before  the  Courts  of  Appeal  presents  a  desirable  security  for  the  attainment  of 
public  justice,  and,  as  I  have  before  said,  1  think  the  establishment  of  that  court  a  real  blessing  to  the 
island. 

90.  I  heHeve  I  was  one  of  the  first  magistrates  who  fbnued  Courts  of  Reconciliation,  the  successful 
and  happy  effects  of  which  have  been  already  reported  to  his  Excellency.  It  gives  nte  abo  pleasuie 
to  observe  their  thirst  after  knowledge,  for  so  anxious  and  pleased  are  they  to  serve  as  jurors,  that 
they  frequently  volunteer  their  services  in  that  capacity. 

81.  I  frequentty  hold  Courts  of  Reconciliation  for  the  a^stmcnt  of  their  dtfRsrences;  and  am  con- 
duced that  their  permanent  establishment  will  be  attended  with  advantage  to  the  labouring  popu- 
klkm. 

9isU  I  M}j  replied  to  this  question  in  No.  29. 

38.  As  far  aa  I  have  been  able  to  ascerUin,  the  quantity  of  sngar  made  for  the  labourers  the  last 
year  was  not  beyond  one  half  of  the  preceding  crop,,  they  having  suffered  in  common  with  their 
eaptoyers  from  the  long  drought. 

34.  The  increase  of  stock  of  every  description  belonging  to  the  labourers  is  now  so  gpreat  that  they 
find  it  very  difficidC  to  procure  food  for  them. 

85.  I  am  very  sorry  to  be  obliged  here  to  observe  that,  notwithstanding  the  unrivalled  industry  of 
the  Barbados  planters  and  labourers,  they  will  experience  a  severe  dtsappointment  in  the  staple  crop 
(sugar),  as  well  as  the  corn  and  other  provisions  now  being  reaped ;  this  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
long  and  distressing  drought  previous  to  the  16th  and  17th  of  October,  on  which  two  days  we  bad 
plenty  of  ratn,  but  from  that  period  down  to  the  present  time,  only  a  few  light  showers. 

86.  The  seasons  have  been  so  unfavourable  to  the  agricultural  prosperity  of  the  island,  as  to  occa- 
sion a  great  diminution  in  the  sugar  and  provision  crops.  In  my  opinion  the  island  shipments  this 
year  will  not  even  realise  as  much  as  the  last ;  the  estates  are,  however,  in  this  part^  nnder  a  high 
slate  of  cultivation. 

37.  The  labouring  population  still  continue  to  evince  the  greatest  desire  of  obtaining  the  best  of 
every  thing.  As  regards  dress,  they  spare  no  cost,  and  it  is  realty  pleasing  to  see  how  respectably 
dad  they  are  on  all  public  occaHii«ns. 

88.  The  friendly  societies  in  this  parish  are  in  a  very  Nourishing  condition.  On  their  anniversary 
lueetifig,  on  the  21st  of  December,  there  were  about  six  hundred  present.  The  lord  bishop  and 
many  of  the  cfei^gy  honoured  the  meeting  with  their  presence.  Every  praise  is  due  to  the  Rev. 
W.  H.  B.  Boveil,  for  his  unwearied  exertions  in  the  formation  of  these  societies.  I  was  myself  pre- 
sent at  the  meeting,  uiid  do  declare  that  their  appearance  and  deportment  would  have  done  credit  to 
any  country.  Savings'  banks,  if  properly  conducted,  would  be  beneficial  to  the  labouring  popu- 
lalidu. 

89.  The  peasantry  of  this  island  are  as  happy  and  as  comfortably  situated  as  can  well  be  desired, 
and  are  much  to  be  envied  by  the  peasantry  of  other  parts  of  Her  Msjestv's  dominions. 
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BARBADOS.  ^0.  I  have  not  at  this  time  any  suggestions  to  offer,  or  any  practical  measure  to  reconiiiieiu)»  bni 

— »  should  any  object  present  itself  at  a  niture  period,  i  shall  lose  no  time  in  comtnunicsting  with  fai» 

Excellency. 

(Signed)  J.  Carbw^  Pierce  Magistrate. 

No.  8.— ParwA  of  SL  Joseph. 

1.  With  greater  experience  of  the  labouring  population,  than  when  my  last  quarterly  report  was 
made,  I  am  ready  to  speak  most  favourably  of  their  dispositions  to  good  order,  and  to  confirm  the 
prevailing  opinion  that,  in  spite  of  the  agitation  which  is  still  kept  up,  they  are  settling  into  steady, 
luid  industrious  habits. 

2.  I  regret  to  see  so  many  larcenies  amongst  the  number  of  offences,  and  especially  ns  these  Imve 
increased  in  proportion  as  offences  of  a  more  trivial  nature  have  been  diminishing.  The  exense  is 
that  the  times  are  hard,  and  there  is  necessity  for  it;  but  in  spite  of  this  our  morals  are  improving. 

8.  I  cannot  say  that  there  is  yet  quite  restored  that  reciprocal  good  feeling  between  employers  and 
labourers  which  every  well  wisher  of  both  parties  must  anxiously  covet,  and  I  woukl  attribute  it  to 
no  other  cause  than  the  late  dissatisfaction  produced  in  the  minds  of  the  labourers  by  the  agents  far 
emigration,  which  has  again  roused  any  lurking  suspicion  they  may  have  entertained  of  integrity  oa 
the  part  of  their  employers  towards  them. 

4.  That  the  natural  cause  of  things  will  at  length  bring  about  a  perfect  understanding  between 
employer  and  labourer,  I  cannot  for  a  moment  doubt ;  and  1  niay  be  justified  in  saying  that  many- 
elements  for  effecting  this  end  are  already  apparent.     The  interests  of  the  employer  teaches  the 
necessity  of  liberal  conciliation  and  forbearance,  whilst  the  labourer  is  not  less  alive  to  the  immoai- 
ties  and  advantages  which  i^roved  conduct  must  obtain. 

.  5,  There  seems  to  be  some  objection  to  the  length  of  time  required  for  working,  but,  I  should 
say,  without  sufficient  reason. 

6.  On  some  estates,  from  six  till  ten  o'clock,  and  from  eleven  till  four  o'clock ;  on  others,  from  six 
till  nine,  from  ten  till  one,  and  from  three  till  six  o'clock,  in  either  case  completing  nine  hours.  I  am  nolt 
aware  of  any  other  system. 

7.  Task  work  is  not  general,  objected  to  chiefly  by  employers,  in  consequence  of* the  very  incom- 
plete way  in  which  it  is  for  the  most  part  performed.  There  can  be  no  oilier  fair  objection  urged 
against  it. 

8.  The  ordinary  rate  of  wages  for  located  labourers  is  two  bits  per  day,  for  nine  hours  w^nrk,  with 
rations  of  rum  and  molasses.  In  the  reaping  season  the  same  rate  obtains,  unless  they  work  more 
than  nine  hours,  when  it  becomes  two  bits  and  a  half,  or  three  bits  accordingly.  There  is,  in  addi- 
tion to  labour  thus  produced,  a  very  considerable  body  of  effective  labourers  throughout  the  island, 
with  scarcely  any  fixed  abode,  who  are  not  unfrequently  called  upon  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  labour 
on  estates  thinly  populated.  These  are  invariably  paid  higher  wages.  I  should  estimate  the  value  of 
their  day's  work  in  money  and  i)erquisites  at  not  less  than  four  bits  per  day. 

9.  The  located  labourers  are  supplied  with  a  house  free,  and  a  quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  rented 
them,  to  be  tenants  of  both  on  these  terms,  so  long  as  they  give  their  continuous  services  to  the  estate 
they  live  on. 

10.  It  seems  to  be  the  object  ijf  the  employer,  fur  the  sake  of  procuring  constant  labour,  to  remit 
the  entire  rent  of  the  house ;  but  that  there  is  the  understanding  that  a  rent  is  fixed,  is  evideitt,  from 
the  charge  of  a  bit  or  more  per  day  when  the  labourer  is  irregular,  except  in  the  case  of  sickness  or. 
other  reasonable  cause  of  absence.  The  rent  of  the  land  is  almost  an  invariable  charge.  Some  few 
estates  do  not  rent  the  labourer  any  land,  but  whenever  it  is  done,  in  the  event  of  his  leaving  the 
estate,  an  appraised  value  of  his  crop  is  punctually  paid. 

11.  The  labourers  individually  seldom  engage  (or  any  work  beyond  the  day.  They  seem  to  regard 
contracts  with  considerable  suspicion. 

12.  To  any  sort  of  agreements  they  manifest  great  dislike.  I  have  not  observed  them  to  shew  any 
preference  to  verbal  or  to  written  agreements. 

13.  As  far  as  their  present  social  order  admits,  there  is  more  mutual  confidence  and  harmony  exist- 
ing among  them  than  might  be  expected. 

14.  Masters  and  servants,  being  both  of  them,  I  conceive,  sufficiently  convinced  of  their  identity, 
of  interests,  are  settling  this  question  of  relationship  between  themselves  on  a  better  and  more  amica- 
ble footing  than  were  it  to  be  adjusted  by  legal  enactments ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  spirit  is  pre- 
vailnig  which  will  ultimately  render  these  laws  obsolete  in  their  influence. 

15.  I  am  most  happy  to  state  that  in  no  instance  have  I  been  called  upon  to  investigfate  any  com- 
plaint of  this  nature. 

16.  I  am  not  of  opinion  that  any  very  sensible  diminution  in  the  population  of  this  parish  has 
taken  place. 

17.  Many  have  returned;  I  believe  the  force  of  old  associations  to  weigh  with  them  cob*» 
mderably. 

18.  To  idleness,  or  avocations  very  nearly  allied  to  it. 

19.  Emigration  has  not  occurred  to  any  great  extent  in  this  parish.  It  is  remote  from  the  great 
scene  of  agitation  ;  and,  from  its  locality,  pqssesses  many  advantages  for  the  labourer  which  otiier 
parts  of  the  island  cannot  lay  equal  claim  to.  The  end  of  emigration  is  now  rapidly  approaching; 
certificates  having  been  granted  to  only  twelve  individuals  during  the  last  quarter.  I  can  only  attri- 
hute  this  desire  on  the  part  of  the  labourer  to  emigrate,  to  the  seductive  and  fair  falsehoods  that  have 
been  so  indefatigably  circulated  by  emigration  agents,  respecting  advantages  to  be  derived  in  the  mag- 
nificent colony ;  and  these  operating  on  weak  and  restless  minds,  and  that  propensity  of  our  nature  to 
believe  things  to  be  as  we  would  wish  them,  producing  by  contrast,  captiousness  and  discontent,  has 
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tbey  bad  ever  heretofore  valued  or  respected ;  and  this  by  a  set  of  strangers  in  the  land,  agitating  for      BARBADQ& 
their  livelihood,  and  sowing  the  seeds  of  anarchy  and  discord*  to  answer  the  ends  of  a  must  mercenary  "^tT^  ' 

traffic. 

21.  Of  yoivog  men,  between  twenty  and  thirty,  the  major  part  of  the  emigrants  from  this  parish 
has  consisted. 

22.  That  Barbados  contains  an  immense  population  for  its  size  there  is  no  doubt;  but  as  the  cul- 
tivation of  sugar  requires,  and  can  never  be  carried  on  successfully,  but  with  a  redundant  population, 
I  abould  say  we  have  none  but  the  refuse  to  spare. 

28.  The  prospects  of  the  rising  generation  are  not  most  favourable;  while  the  one  half  are  almost 
vagabonds,  the  others  are  sent  to  the  most  inefficient  schools,  where  the  pocket  of  the  unconscious 
parent  becomes  a  prey  to  the  unqualified  teacher. 

24.  Betides  the  parish  church,  and  a  chapel  of  ease,  there  is  the  parochial  school,  where  daily 
instruction  is  given.  Catechists  attend  on  Sundays  at  the  church  and  chapel,  to  instruct  adults. 
The  attendance  at  Divine  service  is  numerous,  but  the  accommodation  not  equal  to  the  wants  of  the 
congregation ;  at  the  school  rather  tiie  reverse  of  this  is  the  case. 

25.  Children  are  readily  employed  whenever  tlie  parents  are  disposed  to  it,  and  they  are  becoming 
DOW  more  alive  to  the  necesssity  of  teaching  them  the  same  industrious  habits,  by  which  only  they  are 
themselves  able  to  get  a  livelihood.  The  idea  of  placing  them  in  a  sphere  of  life  above  themselves, 
which  they  conceive  effected  by  allowing  them  to  riot  in  idleness,  is  being  fast  abandoned,  and  is  an 
evil  which  in  every  firee  country  must  soon  work  its  own  cure.  The  better  ordered  are  giving  their 
<^]dren  what  they  can  afford  in  the  shape  of  education,  and  then  send  them  to  agriculture. 

26.  Another  generation,  and  all  distinctions  of  complexion  will  have  passed  away,  but  at  this  time 
I  would  exclude  no  colour  from  feeUngs  of  prejudice  on  this  point. 

27.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  feelings  of  interested  parties  at  the  time  of  abolition,  whose 
hopes  and  fortunes  were  all  dependent  on  the  success  of  that  great  experiment,  I  can  now,  with  con- 
fidence assort,  that  the  planters,  no  less  than  the  liberated  slaves,  hail  with  delight  the  blessings  of 
freedom  conferred  on  their  land ;  and,  whilst  rejoicing  that  the  foul  stain  is  for  ever  blotted  out  and 
forgotten,  are  with  eager  anxiety  striving  to  promote  every  measure  designed  for  the  preservation  of 
good  order,  and  the  security  and  maintenance  of  their  equid  rights. 

28.  The  existence  of  this  court  has  been  frequently  made  known  to  them. 

29.  Not  having  been  in  any  part  of  the  West  Indies  during  the  period  of  the  apprenticeship,  I  can 
scarcely  adjust  this  comparison,  but,  from  the  confidence  reposed  by  the  labouring  population  in  the 
present  judicial  system,  and  the  end  which  it  so  admirably  answers,  I  cannot  suppose  it  inferior  to 
that  obtaining  uAder  the  late  special  magistracy,  whatever  might  have  been  its  advantages. 

SO*  They  are  becoming  more  generally  aware  of  it,  and  the  remuneration  now  appointed  to  the 
jurors  is  likely  to  lessen  the  unpopularity  of  this  office,  which  must  otherwise  have  been  a  consider- 
able tax  on  their  time.  They  do  evince  a  very  considerable  interest  in  the  proceedings. 

'  31.  I  have  not  had  many  opportunities  of  witnessing  their  operation,  but  from  what  I  have  seen  I 
have  been  led  to  form  a  favourable  opinion  of  their  ultimate  success.  There  may  be  some  difficulties 
in  the  way»  but  such  only  as  may  be  over-ruled  by  practice. 

82.  I  believe  the  Court  of  Appeal  to  be  a  most  salutary  check  on  the  decisions  and  judgments  of 
the  local  magistrates,  and  consequently  more  likely  to  insure  for  the  labouring  population  that  inipar* 
tial  justice  which  the  special  magistracy  without  appeal  may  possibly  have  failed  in. 

3d.  The  reaping  season  is  now  commencing,  therefore  any  reply  to  this  question  mu.<it  be  deferred, 
for  the  present. 

34»  Thb  question  is  one  of  great  difficulty  to  answer  with  accuracy,  but  having  consulted  with 
those  competent  to  give  me  information,  I  have  learned  that  I  may  ascribe  on  an  average  in  this 
parish,  one  sheep  and  two  pigs  to  each  family,  and  a  cow  to  every  eight  families.  The  average  has 
been  much  reduced  by  the  late  and  still  continuing  most  oppressive  drought,  and  consequent  want  of 
food  for  stock. 

3&.  The  continuance  of  an  almost  tmprecedented  drought  may  lead  us  to  apprehend  a  considerable 
scarcity  of  all  provisions.  The  land  has  been  ready  to  be  sown,  but  no  opportunity  has  offered  for 
the  last  two  months  to  the  expecting  agriculturists. 

36.  Less  rain  being  required  in  the  fertile  and  tenacious  clay  soils  in  this  part  of  the  island,  it  is 
still  hoped  that  there  will  be  some  sugar  made,  but  the  crops  will  be  much  under  an  average ;  the 
cultivation  is  improving  in  proportion  to  the  dispiriting  prospects  opening  to  the  planters. 

37.  This  fondness  for  undue  luxuries  has  ever  been  a  characteristic  of  the  lower  classes  in  this 
colony,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  with  greater  means  for  obtaining  them  they  will  not  be 
disposed  to  abandon  their  favourite  passion. 

38.  Savings'  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies  might  both,  in  their  respective  ways,  be  of  considerable 
benefit  to  the  labouring  population,  especially  the  former ;  it  would  be  a  guarantee  for  those  funds 
hoarded  by  economy,  and  not  unfrequeutly  a  prey  to  the  rapacity  of  designing  thieves  or  worthless 
connexions.    A  friendly  society  is  already  established  in  this  parish,  and  working  well. 

39.  I  see  no  reason  to  think  that  the  Barbados  peasantry  is  not  one  of  the  happiest  I  have  ever 

met  with  in  my  various  wanderings,  and  I  believe  them  to  be  so.  * 

40.  Having  no  suggestions  of  my  own  to  make,  I  can  only  express  a  hope  that  the  l^islature  may 
continue  to  evince  the  same  zeal  as  heretofore,  in  bringing  forward  continually  such  impartial  measures 
as  the  exigencies  of  our  new  order  of  society  may  require,  and  this  matter  I  leave  in  their  hands,  in 
confidence  that  they  will  liberally  distribute  their  rights  to  all  classes  of  this  community.  ^ 

(Signed)  J.  D.  Maycock,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  9.^Parish  of  St.  Lucy. 

1.  The  labourers  are  still  indolent  and  irregular  at  their  work,  and  not  less  disposed  to  be  litigious 
among  themselves,  especially  for  petty  debt  and  injury  to  each  others  property. 

2.  Breaches  of  the  peace,  thef^,  debt,  and  injury  to  pibperty.  Many  cases  of  thefl,  I  understand, 
are  compromised  by  the  parties,  without  application  to  the  magistrate ;  imprisonment  being  generally 
awarded  for  that  offence. 

3.  The  good  feeling  has  improved,  and  appears  only  to  be  interrupted  by  the  unauthorized  inters 
ference  of  emigration  agents,  and  inflammatory  publications  through  the  Liberal  newspaper. 

4.  I  think  so. 
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BARHAB0S/  5.  They  do  not  perform  their  work  wiHlngly,  and  I  ascribe  it  to  a  feeling  of  imfependenee  arming 

— *-  from  the  high  wages  they  become  weekly  possessed  of, 

6.  Nine  hours  per  day,  at  the  option  generally  of  the  labourers ;  additional  pay  is  always  altowed 
fi>r  any  extra  work. 

7.  Task  work  is  not  usually  now  resorted  to,  in  consequence  of  the  planters  having  discovered  that 
it  was  hurried  over,  and  very  frequently  inefficiently  performed. 

8.  Two  bits  |>er  day,  throughout  the  year,  for  efficient  labourers,  and  all  other  dassts  proportions 
ably ;  in  the  reaping  season,  those  employed  in  the  matiuftu^ire  of  sugar  receive  a  certain  additioiial 
smn  for  each  and  every  hogshead  of  sugar  made ;  they  are  paid  in  cash,  and  in  most  places  every  week. 

9.  They  have  comfortable  houses  erected  for  them,  which  (hey  are  allowed  to  inhabit  gratuitoualy, 
except  on  occasions  of  wilful  absence  from  the  property,  when  by  ag^ement  a  trifling  char|^  is  isade. 
To  each  of  the  houses  a  quarter  of  an  acre  of  arable  land  is  attached,  without  any  charge  for  rent  of 
the  same. 

^  10.  No  set-off  is  made  against  the  labourers'  wages  for  the  rent  of  the  houses  and  planting  of  the 
idiot ments  of  ground,  unless  they  absent  themselves  to  work  on  other  properties:  in  cases  of  sickaeM 
DO  discount  is  expected. 

11.  They  are  allowed  a  certain  sum  per  day,  which  they  usually  receive  weekly,  as  before  staled  in 
reply  to  question  No.  8.  No  agreement,  either  verbal  or  written,  is  entered  into,  and  they  act  as 
free  subjects,  being  not  bound  for  a  single  day. 

12.  They  are  averse  to  any  agreement  written  or  verbal.  In  the  event  of  the  work  being  iuvpio- 
perly  performed,  their  wages  are  stopped  until  they  go  over  it,  this  being  the  only  restraint  to  induce 
them  to  effect  it  as  it  ought  to  b^  done. 

13.  They  are  litigiously  disposed,  often  making  trivial  complaints,  which  wee  conrpromised  before 
the  Court  of  Reconciliation ;  notwithstanding  this,  there  seems  to  be  a  better  feeling  arising  amongst 
them. 

14.  I  do  not  conceive  that  the  labourers  have  been  in  any  way  affected  by  the  operation  o^  these  acta. 

15.  I  have  not  been  called  upon  during  the  present  quarter. 

16.  No  sensible  diminution  has  taken  place ;  a  great  number  of  the  labourers  who  had  emigrated 
having  returned  to  the  district. 

17.  A  great  many  have  returned,  but  continue  unsettled  and  fcmd  of  roaming  from  place  to  place 
for  a  short  period ;  generally  speaking,  they  are  attached  to  the  homes  on  which  tibey  were  bom  and 
brought  up. 

18.  Endeavouring  to  pass  themselves  off*  as  domestic  servants,  boatmen,  porters,  fbhermen,  and 
hawkers  of  merchandize. 

19.  Only  fifly-five  since  my  last  report;  total  from  the  district  328,  including  those  already 
reported.  Emigration  seems  to  have  ceased  from  this  parish,  and  I  attribute  it  to  the  ill  state  of 
health  in  which  many  of  the  labourers  have  retm-ned ;  the  numerous  deaths,  and  unexpected  viotation- 
of  faith  in  their  suborners,  which  they  state  to  have  experienced,  compelled  it 

20.  Emigration  has  not  generally  been  spontaneous,  and  has  been  effected  by  the  futile  induce* 
ments  held  out  by  unauthorized  agents.  The  emigrants  who  have  returned  to  the  island  seem  perfectly 
convinced  of,  and  thoroughly  disgusted  with,  the  gross  impositions  practised  upon  them. 

21.  Chiefly  adults,  the  majority  being  males. 

22.  Although  the  population  of  the  island  is  very  great  in  proportion  to  its  extent,  I  do  not  think 
that  agricultural  labourers  can  be  spared  ;  particularly  since  the  secession  of  many  labourers,  endea- 
vouring, if  possible,  to  engage  themselves  in  domestic  and  handicraft  pursuits,  in  preference  to  field 
work ;  a  great  number  having  recently  discontinued  the  culture  of  laud  with  that  view. 

29.  They  are  domiciled  on  the  estates  with  their  parents,  by  whom  they  are  supported,  but  in  a 
great  measure  from  the  means  of  the  estates;  their  condition  is  good,  and  very  few  are  permitted  br 
theh"  parents  to  be  employed  by  the  proprietors,  as  they  generally  attend  the  schools  daily. 

24.  There  is  one  large  school  room  supplied  by  the  parish;  there  are  many  private  schools  where 
instruction  can  be  obtained  on  most  reasonable  terms.  The  attendance  at  church  and  school  is  eq;ual 
to  the  accommodation. 

25.  The  parents  have  decidedly  an  objection  to  training  their  children  to  agricultural  porsnits ;  they 
would  readily  obtain  employment  from  the  proprietors. 

t6,  Tfot  according  to  my  observation. 

27.  No  such  desire  has  ever  been  manifested ;  on  the  contrary,  I  think  every  inhabitant  greets,  as 
a  source  of  congratulation,  the  final  abolition  of  slavery  in  Her  Majesty's  colonies. 

28.  Without  doubt. 

29.  I  conceive  the  present  judicial  system  perfectly  calculated  to  secure  the  rights  of  all  cbmes  of*- 
inhabitants;  I  certainly  prefer  it  to  that  exercised  by  the  late  special  magistrates. 

30.  They  are  fully  aware  of  it,  attend  readily,  and  seem  to  take  much  interest  in  its  estabtishmeat. 

31.  I  have  for  many  months;  and  I  am  convinced  that  their  permanent  establishment  will  be 
attended  with  advantage  to  all  classes. 

32.  This  question  is  replied  to  in  No.  29. 

33.  The  manufacture  of  sugar  has  not  yet  commenced,  but  I  do  not  think  that  the  kUK)urer8  will 
realize  much  from  that  source,  in  consequence  of  the  late  prevailing^  drought  throughout  the  island. 
The  labourers  have  lately  given  their  attention  more  to  the  planting  of  ground  provisions  than  canes. 

34*.  The,  exact  quantity  caiuiot  be  ascertained,  but  on  all  estates  the  labourers  are  unlimited  by  the 
proprietors,  as  to  the  quantity  of  sheep,  goats,  pigs,  and  feathered  stock  that  they  please  to  keep. 
In  some  places  they  are  permitted  to  keep  horses  and  horned  cattle. 

35.  A  fair  proportion  has  been  planted,  but  a  failure  has  arisen  from  the  long  continued  drought; 
consequently  a  greater  scarcity  of  ground  provision  is  to  be  apprehended,  than  in  the  year  1839  or 
1840. 

34.  The  pro<*pect  of  the  present  crop  is  very  bad,  the  season  most  unpropitious,  and  the  state  of 
cultivation  moderate. 

37.  I  think  so,  particularly  in  articles  of  dress. 
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40.  I  think  th&t  the  operatian  of^a  trespass  act  would  be  atteniled  with  advant«^  U>  all  clasBes  of  BABBIUMMI* 
the  community ;  frequent  offences  arise  from  the  absence  of  such  an  enactment,  ofien  leading  to  •«— v» 

breaches  of  the  peace. 

(Signed)  A.  FL  Mobju8»  Police  ^Aagistiate. 


No.  ie.—Pamh  of  St  Andrew. 

1.  For  the  last  quarter  there  has  been  a  manifest  improvement;  the  number  of  labourers  has  been 
«n  the  increase  for  sonoe  time ;  Uie  spirit  of  litigation  has  declined  ;  and  they  appear  more  dispoaed 
to  receive  advice  than  formerly. 

2.  Debt,  injury  to  property,  assaults  and  battery,  and  petty  theft.  T  would  here  remark  that  I 
have  not  had  a  single  complaint  for  sheep-stealing,  goat-stealing,  or  pig-stealiu^,  during  this  year ; 
and  only  one  caite  of  larceny,  the  subject  of  which,  when  called  on  by  the  Court  of  Session  for  his 
defence,  replied  that  he  had  done  it  **  because  he  was  going  to  Demerara !" 

3.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  want  of  good  fediog  between  the  labourers  and  their  employers. 

4.  My  former  opinion  on  this  question  was  shaken  by  the  pernicious  influence  exercised  by  emigra* 
tkm  agents,  which  had  the  effect  of  inducing  even  valuable  labourers  to  desert  employers  admitted  to 
be  kind,  home,  relatives  and  friends,  to  enter  on  this  novel  experiment:  Uiey  have  been  disap- 
pointed. I  therefore  again  entertain  the  hq>e  that  their  present  relation  has  assumed  a  more  per- 
manent character,  and  that  it  will  continue  to  increase. 

5.  They  do  not,  except  when  engaged  at  exorbitant  v^ages.  I  canfiot  offer  a  motive,  as  none  has 
ever  been  assigned  to  me.  Occasional  creditable  exceptions  to  this  general  representation  ^uce  mani- 
linted  in  some  places. 

6.  The  nine-hour  system,  in  two  or  three  spells  daily,  is  that  which  is  aimed  at  by  agriculturists; 
hfot  it  is  not* attained  every wftiere.  Whether  the  amount  of  the  labour  performed,  is  executed  in  two 
or  three  spells  daily,  is  rather  in  accordance  with  the  wish  of  the  labourer  than  the  employer. 

7.  Task  work  is  not  constantly  resorted  to,  and  is  not  found  available  to  every  description  of  culti- 
vation. In  the  application  of  labour  I  am  induced  to  conclude  the  employer  consults  his  own  interest. 
I  fawe  no  complaint  on  the  subject. 

8.  Hie  former  rate  of  wages,  two  bits  or  the  fifth  of  a  dollar  to  first  class  people,  generally  pre- 
Tuls ;  but  higher  rates  are  occasionally  granted,  Extra  wages  are  given  to  those  who  are  employed 
beyond  the  usual  time  during  crop.  The  sugar-making  is  barely  commenced  this  season ;  but  I  had 
no  complaints  during  the  past  crop,  or  since,  on  the  subject  of  wages. 

9.  The  labourers  of  this  parish  generally  have  a  cottage  and  a  plot  of  land  assigned  them  gratui- 
tously by  their  employers,  besides  the  indulgence  of  keeping  and  raising  stock. 

10.  It  cannot  be  imputed  to  the  employers  of  this  parish  that  the  cottage  or  land  is  generally 
granted  at  a  perm^ent  rent,  or  at  a  discount  of  wages,  the  understanding  beiog  that  when  the 
hibourer  is  so  accommodated,  he  or  she  will  render  their  services  exclusively  to  that  property;  and  rent 
is  demanded  when  they  desert  and  labour  elsewhere. 

11.  The  engagement  of  located  labourers  would  seem  to  be  continuous;  and  they  are  generally 
paid  at  the  close  of  each  week,  except  the  official  people,  as  superintendents,  watchmen,  and  stock- 
keepers,  whof^e  wages  are  usually  settle<l  at  a  rate  per  month,  or  per  quarter,  and  are  so  paid  generally 
by  the  Island  Act  to  regulate  the  hiring  of  servants.  Twenty-four  hours'  notice  is  enjoined  the 
employer  previous  to  his  compelling  the  servant  to  quit,  which  arrangement  has  been  effective  against 
summary  ejectment.  Nevertheless  the  servant  can  and  does  quit  at  will.  No  records  of  agreement 
have  ever  been  lodged  in  this  office. 

12.  I  am  not  aware  that  they  enter  into  engagements  which  they^  esteem  as  binding  on  themselves 
in  any  way ;  at  least  I  can  say  no  engagement  is  submitted  to  my  observation  or  review. 

13.  The  frivolous  matters  about  which  they  frequently  dispute  exhibits  them  as  quarrelsome  and 
litigious;  and  these  causes  are  enlarged  by  their  occasional  wandering  from  parish  to  parish,  as  well 
as  from  place  to  place,  whereby  their  private  relations  are  interfered  with»  and  which  leads  to  virulent 
di^Mitation. 

14.  The  first  of  these  Acts  has  been  inoperative,  except  for  the  protection  which  it  affords  the 
servant  against  summary  ejectment ;  under  the  other  Act,  I  have  only  had  one  complaint. 

15.  I  have  had  only  one  instance  of  complaints  of  this  nature.  Some  of  the  parties  had  not  been 
seen  by  the  employer  for  weeks  previous  to  the  complaint  being  made.  This  occurred  while  die 
kbouring  population  of  this  parish  were  considerably  excited  by  the  influence  of  emigration  agents. 

16.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  this. 

17.  Some  few  have  recently  returned,  who  have  been  absent  the  whole  intervening  period.  I  think 
the  labourer  in  general  attached  to  the  estate  on  which  he  was  born  and  brought  up. 

18.  That  I  cannot  answer. 

•19.  The  whole  number  who  have  received  emigration  certificates  at  this  office  was  26  persons, 
whose  sexes  have  been  described  in  a  former  report ;  many  of  these  did  not  leave.  Some  few  have 
returned  from  Guiana,  and  returned  to  their  former  homes  and  occupation  ;  but  the  agitation  to  which 
it  gave  birth  produced  more  extensive  and  injurious  consequences :  it  tended  to  demoralize  the  people 
by  influencing  them  to  desert  their  families ;  to  cheat  theur  creditors  by  obtaining  certificates  of  depar- 
ture under  fictitious  names;  to  incur  debt,  which  they  would  not  have  deemed  necessary  while  they 
remained  at  home;  and,  although  the  law  has  been  misrepresented  as  oppressive  and  arbitrary,  and  is 
said  to  have  been  vexatiously  executed,  it  has  been  evaded  by  parties  who  have  left  their  relatives  to 

E'nc  in  destitution.  I  had  no  application  since  tlie  3rd  of  September  last,  since  which  the  number  of 
bourers  in  this  parish  has  increased,  and  a  more  peaceful  and  industrious  disposition  has  manifested 
itself  among  them.  There  still  exists  a  desire  to  advance  the  rate  of  wages  among  the  labourers,  although 
the  last  short  crop,  and  present  protracted  drought,  threatens  the  whole  proprietary  body  with  bank- 
nqrtcy. 

20.  I  am  perfectly  sure  that  the  emigration  of  the  Baibados  peasantry  was  not  spotitaneous ;  that 
the  most  disgraceful  artifices  were  exercised  to  incite  them  to  it,  besides  the  pledge  of  higher  wages 
and  other  advantages,  which,  not  having  been  realized  to  those  who  have  tried  it«  they  have  vohintarily 
discontinued  it. 

21.  There  have  been  no  fresh  applicants  in  the  present  quarter,  the  others  have  been  previously  de- 
acribed. 

22.  There  are  no  surplus  labourers  in  this  island  that  I  am  aware  of,  although  there  is  a  very 
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•flAAdADOS.       numerous  population ;  consequently  there  are  no  labourers  to  spare  for  the  convenience  or  advantage  of 
■^■^^^^  our  neighbours. 

23.  They  are  chiefly  supported  in  Idleness  by  their  parents  and  others. 

24.  There  is  a  church  and  chnpel  of  the  Established  Church  of  England,  and  a  temporary  place  of 
wor:»hip  of  the  same,  besides  a  Wesleyan  chapel  and  school,  and  there  are  three  other  schools  in  differ- 
ent situations  within  the  parish,  and  under  the  superintendence  of  the  rector  of  the  parish  and  his  curate. 
The  attendance  at  each  of  the  places  to  which  I  have  referred  is  very  numerous  and  regular,  and  I 
believe  equal  to  the  accommodation. 

25.  The  children  would  find  ample  employment  if  they  were  willing  to  work,  but  the  disinclination 
of  their  parents  to  see  them  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  contributes  to  retard  their  advance  to  it. 

26.  I  have  not  witnessed  any  such  feeling. 

27.  Not  the  slightest  evidence  of  such  a  desire. 

28.  They  are  fully  aware  of  it,  and  frequently  resort  to  it,  but  not  from  this  parish. 

29.  The  most  unquestionable  advantages  attach  to  the  present  judicial  system,  in  comparison  with  the 
former  one,  as  composed  of  the  late  special  magistrates :  here  I  would  be  understood  with  reference 
to  the  system,  and  not  of  the  persons  who  composed  or  administered  the  former  one. 

30.  They  are  fully  aware  of  the  institution  of  Courts  of  Reconciliation.  I  have  never  experienced 
any  difficulty  in  obtaining  their  attendance  as  jurors,  and  they  evince  considerable  diligence  as  well  as 
interest  in  the  proceedings. 

31.  I  have  frequently  resorted  to  them,  and  successfully;  particularly  as  a  means  of  adjusting  dis- 
cordant opinions,  to  which  purpose  they  are  particularly  applicable,  according  to  their  title.  The  la- 
bourers appear  to  dislike  being  punished  by  each  other. 

32.  The  present  system  is  entitled  to  a  decided  preference,  and  has  been  most  satisfactory  to  every 
party,  and  is  I  think  more  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  labouring  population  in  their  free  condition. 

33.  I  could  never  obtain  any  information. 

34.  The  labourers  dislikeany  inquiry  of  this  nature ;  probably  on  account  of  the  great  amount  of  it, 
I  could  not  obtain  any  circumstautial  or  accurate  return  of  it,  nor  do  i  think  it  will  be  properly  accom- 
plished unless  it  is  made  legally  imperative. 

35.  The  supply  has  been  in  greater  variety  and  amount  during  the  present  than  for  several  prece- 
ding years  in  this  parish ;  at  present  there  is  a  sufficiency  to  meet  the  wants  or  necessities  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, but  we  are  now  suffering  severely  from  protracted  drought. 

36.  The  appearance  of  the  sugar  crop  in  this  parish  was  most  satisfactory  at  the  beginning  of  No- 
vember; now  it  is  scorched  up ;  the  preparation  for  the  crop  to  be  planted  is  generally  good,  and  in 
sufficient  forwardness;  the  planting  has  been  delayed  for  want  of  rain;  the  season  has  been  most  un- 
favourable. 

37.  There  has  been,  and  it  is  amply  indulged. 

38.  Of  Friendly  Societies  I  entertain  the  assurance  of  considerable  benefit;  and  under  the  fostering 
superintendence  of  the  clergy  I  know  that  they  are  extensively  contributed  to.  Savings'  Banks  I  have 
not  the  same  confidence  about. 

39.  I  have  no  personal  opportunity  of  making  the  comparison,  but  if  the  Barbados  labourers  are  not 
a  happy  peasantry  I  think  it  is  their  own  fault. 

40.  I  have  not  any  at  present. 

(Signed)  James  S.  Bascom,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  II,— Parish  of  St.  Michael.— Rural  District 

1.  Since  my  last  quarterly  report  the  conduct  of  the  labourers  in  the  rural  district  ofthis  parish  has 
been  such  as  to  afford  satisfaction  generally  to  their  employers. 

2.  The  majority  of  cases  brought  before  me  are  for  assaults,  petty  thefls,  and  small  debts  incurred 
to  the  shopkeepers. 

3.  There  exists  in  this  parish  a  mutual  good  feeling  between  the  labourers  and  their  employers;  and 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  cases  of  rent,  I  have  scarcely  had  a  complaint  from  either  party  against  the 
other. 

4.  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  left  to  themselves  the  mutual  interest  of  employers  and  labourers  will  be 
the  surest  means  of  establishing  that  good  understanding  so  essential  to  the  welfare  and  happiness  of 
each  party ;  and  that  external  intervention,  whilst  it  interferes  with  many  salutary  measures  adopted  by 
the  Executive  and  other  branches  of  the  legislature,  who,  residing  on  the  spot,  must  necessarily  be  bel- 
ter acquainted  with  the  wants  of  all  classes  of  the  community,  and  tends  in  a  great  measure  to  keep  up 
a  spirit  of  irritation,  and  to  engender  in  the  minds  of  the  labourers  towards  their  employers  a  spirit  of 
distrust  and  discontent. 

5.  The  labourers  are  performing  their  work  most  willingly  in  this  parish. 

6.  From  6  to  10,  and  from  11  to  4  o'clock  p.m. 

7.  Task  work  is  not  generally  resorted  to  in  this  parish,  not  from  any  disinclication  on  the  part  of 
the  labourers  to  perform  it,  but  from  an  opinion  formed  by  most  of  the  planters,  that  it  is  an  injudi- 
ciotis  practice,  and  tends  in  many  instances  to  the  performance  of  bad  work  by  some  of  the  labourers, 
who  from  their  inability  to  get  through  their  work  as  quick  as  others,  often  leave  their  task  in  an  un- 
finished and  slovenly  state.  On  this  subject,  however,  there  is  a  great  difference  of  opinion  between 
some  of  the  best  and  most  practical  planters. 

8.  Two  bits  per  diem  to  those  labourers  who  are  located  on  the  estates,  and  a  quarter  dollar  to 
others;  in  the  reaping  season  those  employed  about  the  work  are,  for  their  extra  time,  either  paid  so 
much  for  each  hogshead  of  sugar  made,  or  an  additional  sum  allowed  to  their  daily  pay,  besides  many 
small  perquisites. 

9.  Those  located  are  furnished  with  a  house,  and  on  most  estates  with  a  small  portion  of  ground  to 
cultivate ;  should  they  require  more,  they  pay  for  it  at  the  rate  of  from  seven  to  ten  pounds  per  annum. 

10.  My  opinion  on  the  subject  has  not  undergone  any  alteration  since  my  report  of  the  1st  of  April. 
I  still  think  that  the  house  and  ground  cannot  be  considered  in  any  other  light  than  forming  part  of 
the  hire  of  the  labourer,  as  the  transient  labourers  employed  on  estates,  who  do  not  enjoy  those  com- 
Ibrts  receive  for  their  daily  wages  at  the  rate  of  a  (]uarter  dollar  or  three  bits  for  the  work  performed' 
by  them,  whilst  those  who  are  located  and  have  houses,  receive  only  two  bits,  consequently  the  differ- 
ence, in  my  opinion,  must  be  estimated  as  a  set-off  for  those  advantages, 

11.  The  parties  who  are  located  on  the  estates  are  generally  considered  in  the  light  of  permanent 
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labourers,  still  there  is  no  compulsion  on  their  part  to  remain  longer  than  they  please ;  they  are  employed      BARBADOS, 
for  no  particular  time,  and  may  change  iheir  employers  whenever  they  think  proper;  I  know  of  no  — ^ 

agreement  existing  between  any  parties ;  if  there  are  any,  they  must  be  verbal,  as  I  have  no  records  in 
my  office. 

12.  Decidedly  verbal  to  written  agreements. 

13.  My  experience  confirms  me  in  the  opinion  that  they  have  little  or  no  confidence  in  each  other, 
they  seek  the  law  on  the  most  trivial  provocation. 

14.  The  servants'  wages  act,  usually  called  the  Contract  Act,  has  been  almost  a  dead  letter ;  the 
Vagrant  Act  in  its  operation  is  well  calculated  to  maintain  order  and  decorum  among  the  labouring 
population,  and  to  protect  the  peaceable  and  well  disposed  portion  from  the  profligate  and  licentious. 

15.  I  have  not  been  called  on  to  investigate  any  complaints  on  account  of  the  undue  occupation  of 
houses  or  lands  by  labourers  from  the  plantations  on  which  they  have  been  working,  but  I  have  been 
called  on  in  a  few  instances  to  enforce  payment  in  the  form  of  rent  against  parties,  who  not  being 
located  on  the  estate,  have  occupied  the  houses  of  their  wives  or  relations,  but  having  expressed  my 
decided  disapproval  of  such  attempts  to  make  the  husband  pay  for  visiting  his  wife^  and  having  dis- 
missed several  complaints  of  this  nature,  I  feel  assured  that  I  shall  not  again  be  troubled  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  these  disagreements  would  be  obviated  by  proprietors  renting  the 
labourers  their  cottages,  and  allowing  them  to  work  where  they  please. 

16.  I  am  of  opinion  that  there  has  been  very  little  decrease  in  the  number  of  agricultural  labourers 
ID  this  district  since  the  1st  of  August,  1838. 

17.  Many  labourers  have  returned  to  the  properties  which  they  had  quitted,  and  daily  experience 
proTes  that  they  have  in  almost  every  instance  a  latent  wish  to  return  to  those  properties  where  they 
have  been  brought  up  and  well  treated. 

18.  The  females  generally  take  to  huckstering,  and  the  males  to  work  as  porters,  boatmen,  &c., 
many,  however,  have  returned  to  their  original  employment. 

19.  Very  few  agricultural  labourers  have  emigrated  from  this  parish,  the  number  for  the  quarter 
ending  3ist  ultimo,  is  three.  The  inducements  for  emigration  are  the  promises  held  out  by  the  agents 
for  the  proprietors  in  Demerara,  who  either  by  themselves  or  their  subordinaries,  lead  the  labourers  to 
suppose  that  they  will  there  receive  much  higher  wages  and  many  more  comforts  and  advantages  than 
they  have  here ;  these  promises  however  are  now  pretty  well  known  by  the  labourers  to  be  delusive,  and 
emigration  to  Demerara  among  the  agricultural  labourers  has  nearly  received  its  death  blow. 

20.  From  my  knowledge  of  the  character  and  feelings  of  the  Barbados  peasantry,  I  can  confidently 
affirm  that  their  emigraiion  has  not  been  spontaneous ;  they  have  been  seduced  away  from  the  land  of 
their  birth  by  delusive  promises,  and  many  have  found  a  premature  grave  in  Demerara  and  Berbice ; 
too  much  reprobation  cannot  be  bestowed  on  those  persons  who  have  been  the  means  of  seducing  them 
firom  a  climate  congenial  to  their  constitutions,  to  one  where  it  was  well  known  by  experience  that  dis- 
ease and  death  would  be  their  portion.  Many  have  returned  in  a  most  wretched  state  of  health,  and 
from  their  account  of  the  climate  and  the  descrij^tion  of  work  required  to  be  performed,  the  Barbados 
lat)ourers  have  at  last  found  that  they  have  been  shamefully  imposed  on,  and  very  few  are  found  willing 
to  try  the  experiment  of  emigration. 

21.  The  ages  of  the  emigrants  vary  from  16  to  40 ;  very  few  females  or  children  have  emigrated 
during  the  last  quarter. 

22.  In  my  opioiQn  there  is  not  a  surplus  population  in  this  island  for  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and 
I  consider  that  from  the  number  who  have  emigrated,  the  planters  would  experience  in  the  event  of 
having  to  reap  a  good  crop  much  inconvenience.  Some  might  be  spared  from  the  mechanics  and  petty 
trades. 

23.  The  system  generally  adop4ed  by  the  labourers  in  bringing  up  their  children,  is  such,  that  if  not 
speedily  altered,  will,  I  am  afraid,  be  productive  hereafter  of  much  poverty  and  distress  to  them,  and 
entail  on  the  community  a  degree  of  pauperism  hitherto  unknown ;  they  are  brought  up  for  the  most 
part  in  idleness,  and  are  supported  by  their  parents. 

24.  There  are  great  facilities  afforded  in  this  parish  for  religious  instruction  and  education ;  besides 
the  cathedral,  there  are  six  chapels  licensed  by  the  lord  bishop  for  the  performance  of  Divine  service ; 
the  accommodation  afforded  in  the  whole  may  be  estimated  at  about  6',00().  The  Wesleyan  and  Mo- 
ravian Societies  have  also  two  large  chapels,  capable  of  holding  about  800  each.  There  has  been  no 
addition  to  the  schools  or  chapels  since  my  last  report. 

23.  The  children  on  estates  would  be  most  readily  employed  for  hire  by  the  proprietors,  but  their 
parents  keep  them  at  home  for  their  own  purposes,  and  appear  quite  averse  to  engage  them  in  any 
kind  of  agricultural  labour. 

26.  The  interest  in  complexional  distinctions  would  have  long  since  died  away  had  it  not  been  for 
certain  publications,  which  (for  motives  known  only  to  the  parties  concerned)  have  endeavoured  to 
keep  alive  (to  the  prejudice  of  the  whole  community)  a  spirit  of  jealousy  and  distrust  between  the  two 
classes. 

27.  I  am  of  the  same  opinion  as  expressed  by  me  in  my  previous  report,  that  there  is  not  an  indi* 
Tidual  of  any  respectability  in  the  whole  community  who  fecLs  the  slightest  wish  to  return  to  the  old 
system. 

28.  They  are  fully  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  Assistant  Court  of  Appeal. 

29.  I  still  am  of  the  same  opinion  that  the  present  system  is  by  far  more  conducive  to  the  interest  of 
the  labouring  population  tlian  that  prevailing  during  the  employment  of  the  late  special  magistrates. 

30.  The  labourers  are  fully  aware  of  the  institution  of  the  Courts  of  Reconciliation,  and  as  they  have 
hitherto  most  cheerfully  attended  those  courts,  when  being  tried  as  experimental,  I  have  no  doubt 
whatever  of  their  giving  their  willing  attendance  now  that  they  have  been  sanctioned  by  law,  and  a 
provision  made  for  a  recompense  to  be  paid  to  the  jurors  for  their  time. 

31.  Since  the  act  appointing  Courts  of  Arbitration  and  Reconciliation  has  receiyed  Her  Majesty's  as- 
sent, I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  holding  a  court;  I  have  no  doubt,  however,  of  their  beneficial 
tendency.  I  deeply  regret  that  cases  of  assaults  should  have  been  pronounced  as  without  the  pale  of 
their  jurisdiction. 

32.  Replied  to  by  No.  29. 

33.  The  season  is  now  advancing  for  the  reaping  of  the  crop,  and  no  sugar  has  been  made  by  the 
proprietors  for  the  labourers ;  I  fear,  however,  that  very  little  will  be  made,  as  from  the  continued 
drought  the  crops  throughout  the  island  will  be  very  short. 

34.  A  considerable  quantity  of  stock  is  possessed  by  the  labourers,  and  the  market  is  principally 
sapphed  by  them. 
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SARSADOS.  35.  I  regret  to  say  that  from  the  prevalence  of  drought  very  little  provision  has  been  planted,  «Bd 

— *  I  fear  if  the  weather  continues  dry,  that  much  scarcity  will  be  experienced. 

36.  The  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  are  very  gloomy;  the  want  <^  rain  for  nearly  three  months 
has  greatly  decreased  the  crop  both  of  sugar  and  provisions :  the  yam  crop  generally  has  beem  a 
complete  failure,  and  on  some  estates  scarcely  a  hogshead  of  sugar  will  be  made.  The  preparations 
for  planting  the  next  year's  crop  is  good ;  the  seasons  have  been  very  un&vourable, 

37.  There  still  continues  among  the  labouring  population  a  great  demand  for  the  luxuries  of  life, 
and  on  every  occasion  of  festivity  their  entertainments  exhibit  a  great  display  of  dress,  and  the 
luxuries  of  the  table. 

38.  I  am  of  opinion  thut  Friendly  Societies  are  mnch  better  suited  ta  the  wants  and  habits  of 
the  labourers  than  Savings'  Banks :  there  are  eight  of  these  societies  ia  my  district  (besides  several 
in  Bridgetown),  which  are  well  supported,  and  most  ably  presided  over  l^  the  different  deigymen. 
On  new  year's  day  I  was  present  at  a  most  gratifying  sight  in  the  cathedral  and  parish  church  «f 
this  parish ;  the  whole  of  the  Friendly  Societies  belonging  to  this  parish  were  assembled  wiibin  its 
walls,  amounting  to  upwards  of  two  thousand,  all  of  whom  were  dressed  in  a  most  becoming  manner, 
and  conducted  themselves  with  the  greatest  propriety  and  decorum;  they  were  addressed  by  the 
bishop,  in  a  sermon  explanatory  of  the  nature  of  S4ich  societies,  and  appeared  highly  gratified  wilti 
his  discourse. 

39.  In  no  portion  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions  are  the  peasantry  a  happier  people  than  in  the 
island  of  Barbados ;  where  discontent  has  arisen  among  them,  it  has  not  been  from  any  fault  fouad 
with  their  sitnatioti,  but  from  mischievous  and  false  statements  made  to  them  by  interested  and 
designing  individuals,  who  for  their  own  sinister  purposes,  have  endeavouiied  to  ntake  ihem  dissatisfied 
with  their  condition,  by  holding  out  to  them  the  inducement  of  higher  wages  and  less  work  kt 
Demerara  and  Trinidad;  the  fallacy,  however,  of  these  promises  has  been  discovered,  and  emigration 
is  fast  working  its  own  cure. 

40.  Since  my  appointment  in  February  last,  as  police  magistrate  for  tlie  rural  district  of  this  parish, 
I  am  happy  in  having  it  in  my  power  to  bear  testimony  to  the  good  understanding  which  has  generally 
existed  throughout  the  parish  between  employer  4md  em^ployed,  and  it  afioFds  me  particular  jpmtifi- 
cation  in  stating  that  very  few  complaints  which  have  come  before  me  for  investigation,  have 
originated  with  those  parties.  I  would  most  respectfully  suggest  to  ''his  Excellency"  the  necessity 
of  recommending  to  the  legislature  to  pass  an  act  to  prohibit  ftirious  and  excessive  riding  and  driving 
along  the  country  roads,  by  which  the  perj>ons  and  properties  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  are  placed 
in  jeopardy.  I  receive  continued  complaints  constantly  from  the  police  and  others  on  this  subject; 
but  as  there  are  no  means,  either  by  fine  or  imprisonment,  of  punishing  these  offenders  in  a  snmmaiy 
manner,  ofTeuces  of  this  nature  are  committed  with  impunity  :  the  only  remedy  that  exists  to  put  a 
stop  to  this  nuisance,  is  by  sending  the  parties  to  the  sessions ;  but  persons  are  generally  avexse  to 
incur  the  expense  and  trouble  of  a  prosecution. 

(Signed)  J.  W.  Spencbr,  Police  Magistrate, 

No.  12.— Parish  of  St.  Michael,  Bridgetown, 

1.  Generally  quiet  and  orderly,  but  indolent  and  idle. 

2.  Of  petty  thefts  and  assaults. 

3.  There  was  formerly  much  distrust  of  the  employers,  but  it  has  greatly  decreased. 

4.  Certainly  the  common  interest  between  the  employers  and  labourers  has  greatly  prodMed  a 
better  feeling  and  understanding,  without  external  intervention,  and  any  such  would  be  unwite  «iid 
impolitic. 

5.  Assuredly  more  unwillingly  than  formerly,  in  spite  of  the  deceitfiil  allurements  of  etnigration 
agents. 

6.  From  6  to  10,  and  firom  11  to  4. 

7.  Task  work  is  now  seldom  resorted  to,  in  consequence  of  the  aversion  which  the  labourer  has  to 
the  performance  of  any  specific  quantum  of  labour. 

8.  Two  bits  per  diem  on  an  average,  and  an  increase  of  about  a  third  more  during  the  manufiBUStnriBg 
4>f  sugar ;  extra  labour  is  met  by  liberal  payment  and  alk)wanoes ;  of  course  head  men  on  estates  get 
oonsiderably  more. 

9.  So  long  as  they  continue  to  work  on  the  estates  to  which  ^y  are  located,  they  are  so  svppUed, 
but  on  many  plantations,  when  they  take  their  labour  therefi'om,  a  charge  of  rent  is  made  on  tbein  by 
agreement  for  house  and  land,  during  the  period  of  such  absence  ;  some  labourers  are  actual  teiuuits 
of  an  extra  portion  of  land,  which  they  hire  at  a  rate  of  from  seven  to  ten  pounds  per  acre. 

10.  The  occupation  of  the  house  and  privilege  of  planting  and  reaping  the  fruits  of  the  land,  is 
generally  considered  as  a  bonus  for  continued  labour  five  days  in  the  week,  but  it  nsually  forms  no 
part  of  the  payment  for  daily  labour. 

11.  The  labourer  is  entirely  averse  to  written  agreements,  and  seldom  or  ever  enters  into  any ;  he 
usually  engages  verbally,  but  for  no  specific  period,  and  can  quit  when  he  likes.  No  reoords  have 
been  iodged  in  our  ofiice. 

12.  Answered  by  the  preceding. 

13.  They  are  generally  inclin^  to  abuse  and  quarrel  with  each  ether,  but  without  Miy  lasting 
impressions  of  resentment. 

14.  We  do  not  think  the  first  act  has  had  the  beneficial  effect  antfeipated,  in  consequenoe  of  the 
labourer  not  properly  understanding  it.     The  vagrant  act  must  be  beneficial. 

15.  We  have  not 

16.  Within  this  last  quarter  the  evil  has  greatly  decreased ;  we  have  signed  certificates  with  the 
churchwarden  for  56  adult  males,  and  25  females,  three  of  them  taking  an  infant  each.  Of  these 
emigrants,  35  were  domestics  for  Trinidad,  St  Lucia,  and  Demerara;  38  artisans  for  the  same  places 
and  Dominica  (to  which  place  10  artisans  of  the  number  have  only  gone  for  a  short  period,  to  per- 
form some  particular  public  work),  three  agricultural  labourers,  and  five  porters. 

17.  In  many  instances  they  have  so  returned  ;  only  the  aged  and  infirm,  and  fathers  and  modieis 
of  large  families,  seem  attached  to  the  soil  they  have  been  bred  and  born  on. 

18.  Huckstering  and  petty  trading,  and  as  porters,  and  in  employment  on  board  ships  in  ihe  bay. 
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dad  and  Demerara.    The  land  holder  of  those  colonies  is  so  opulent,  from  the  fertility  of  the  soil  and       BARBAIMS. 

other  incidental  causes,  that  he  is  enabled  to  hire,  at  great  cost,  an  agent,  whose  want  of  moral  prin-  -— ^ 

ciple  is  such  as  to  induce  him  to  stickle  at  nothing,  however  base*  to  efiect  his  purpose.     He  begins 

by  paying  well  subordinate  emissaries  here,  who  make  such  representations  to  the  labourer  as  cause 

him  to  be  dissatisfied  with  his  lot;  they  induce  him  to  believe  that  his  labour  will  be  less,  that  he  will 

get  quadruple  what  he  is  earning:  here  ;  that  the  climate  is  better  ;  and  above  all,  that  if  he  dislikes 

his  situation  in  the  colonies,  he  will  be  returned  to  this  country,  free  of  expense,  within  a  month,  and 

a  variety  of  other  similar  falsehoods;  but  so  nany  emi^avts  have  returned  to  this  island,  and  exposed 

the  delusions  practised  on  them,  that  we  are  happy  to  say  the  tide   of  emigration  in  this  parish  is 

stopped^  and  even  the  Demerara  agent,  Mr.  Day,  whh  all  his  arts  and  ingenuity,  has  only  taken  off 

lately  a  few  artisans  and  domestics,  including  some  of  the  most  worthless  of  our  town  population. 

21.  From  16  to  40.     The  males  preponderate;  few  children  have  left. 

22.  No  potion  of  oar  agricultural  labour  can  be  spared. 

25.  Tery  bad  indeed;  their  parents  are  averse  to  bring  them  up  to  agricultural  labour,  or  any  proper 
pursuits ;  they  arc  kept  in  idleness,  and  are  supported  by  thenr  parents  in  most  cases. 

94.  There  are  six  chapels  or  licensed  places  of  public  worship,  besides  the  cathedral ;  these,  alto- 
gether, will  contain  about  6,000  persons,  and  they  are  scarcely  or  ever  ibll,  therefore  we  should  say 
there  is  accommodation.  There  are  eleven  public  schools  well  attended,  besides  many  private  ones, 
and  these  all  ai^  increasing,  from  the  indefatigable  zeal  and  pious  exertions  of  the  lord  bishop  and 
his  clergy,  and  all  others  in  authority,  to  facilitate  moral  and  religious  instruction,  and  to  extend  the 
benefit  of  education . 

25.  They  would  be  most  readily  employed  and  fostered  by  the  owners  and  managers  of  estates 
would  the  parents  allow  it,  but  they  are  entirely  averse  to  bring  them  up  to  agriculture,  or  any  proper 
pursuit,  keeping  the  children  mostly  at  home  for  their  own  purposes. 

26.  They  seem  to  repose  more  confidence  in  the  white  population,  with  a  few  exceptions. 

27.  None  whatever ;  we  conceive  the  anthorities  and  gentry  are  doing  all  in  their  power,  both  by 
precept  and  example,  to  elevate  the  labourer  in  the  scale  of  society,  and  that  no  individual  of  edttcation 
or  respectability  would  even  wish  a  state  of  slavery  prolonged. 

28.  Uuiversally  so,  and  we  ^ve  them  the  most  particular  information  on  the  subject,  and  afford 
them  every  facility  to  appeal  from  our  decisions. 

29.  Most  unquestionably  preferable  under  this  valuable  court,  who  sit  publicly  ia  Bridgetown,  under 
the  immediate  eye  of  tlie  executive,  and  who  perform  their  duty  zealously  for  the  public  welfare, 
and  most  scrupulously  for  that  of  the  labourers, 

30.  The  labourers  are  now  fully  aware  of  the  benefits  they  derive  from  this  institution,  and  cheer- 
fully give  their  attendance;  they  are  becoming  quite  interested  in  its  proceedings. 

31.  In  Bridgetown,  where  our  jurisdiction  lies,  such  courts  are  of  rare  occurrence;  but  we  are 
now  fully  aware,  from  the  trial  which  has  been  made  of  them,  that  they  will  be  of  lasting  advantage 
to  the  working  classes. 

82.  Answered  by  reply  to  query  29th. 

38.  The  crop  has  only  partially  commenced ;  but  we  fear  the  labourer  will,  in  common  with  hia 
employer,  suflEer  fi-om  the  long  drought  we  have  experienced. 

34.  This  we  cannot  well  ascertain,  and  more  particularly  belongs  to  the  magistrate  for  the  rural 
portion  of  the  parish;  the  planter  takes  birt  little  interest  in  making  a  return,  and  the  labourer  not 
wishing  to  let  his  worth  be  known ;  we,  however,  know  that  our  market  is  chiefly  supplied  with 
poultry  and  pork  by  the  labourers,  and  many  of  them  possess  cattle  and  sheep  to  some  extent. 

35.  Answered  by  the  preceding. 

36.  There  was  a  full  quantity  planted  in  the  usual  season,  but  we  fear  that  want  of  rain  will  render 
the  yam  and  corn  crop  extremely  little. 

37.  The  cultivation  has  been  most  ezcenent ;  but  the  hopes  of  the  planter  have  been  frustrated  by 
the  long  drought,  and  we  fear  the  sugar  crop  will  be  diminished  thereby  more  than  one-third. 

38.  There  has  been  a  greatly  increased  demand  for  all  luxuries,  particularly  in  the  articles  of 
dress,  food,  and  drink. 

39.  Such  institutions  would  undoubtedly  be  benefkial ;  but  it  will  be  difficult  to  make  the  labourer 
understand  the  value  to  him  of  Savings'  Banks :  he  is  generally  so  thoughtless  and  extravagant  as  to 
take  no  care  of  to-morcow;  he  will  better  value  Friendly  Societies,  and  iu  fact  dees  so,  as  many  are 
in  existence  under  the  auperinteuding  care  of  the  clergy,  and  the  labourer  is  deriving  much  good 
from  themu 

40.  On  comparing  their  situation  with  that  of  the  labouring  population  in  other  portions  of  the 
British  dominioivs,  we  consider  them  beyond  any  doubt  more  happy  than  the  peasantry  of  Ireland, 
and  taking  the  cfoiale  into  commleration,  better  off  than  that  class  of  persons  in  Ens^land.  The 
general  diffusion  of  religious  knowledge,  and  a  better  understanding  of  their  moral  duties  and  obli- 
gations, will  soon  render  the  peasantry  of  Barbados  as  happy  and  contented  as  they  may  be  anywhere 
else. 

41.  None;  let  the  laboHiex  be  lefl  t&  himself  and  not  be  imposed  oa  by  selfish  and  designing 
agitators,  aU  aspesitiffi  will  cease,  and  things  merge  into  a  mutual  and  proper  undgratanriing  between 
all  parties. 

(Signed)  £.  H.  MooasA 

IL  HiNx«T>      >  Police  Magistrates. 


APPENDIX. 


GENERAL  REPORTS  FOR  1840, 
From  the  Pojucx  MAairnuTSs  of  Barbados,  on  the  woricing  of  the  Free  System,  as  far  as  regards 
the  relations  between  the  employers  and  the  labourers,  and  the  agricultural  prospects  of  the  several 
parishes. 


FaruhtfSt.  Philip. 
Sir, — As  regards  the  mutual  rehitions  of  employers  and  labourers,  there  is  a  vast  improvement,  and 
I  may  say  a  reciprocal  good  understanding  now  existing  between  them.  The  agriculture  of  the  estates 
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BARBADOS.  in  this  parish  surpasses  in  cultivation  the  late  preceding  years,  which  must  prove  that  the  labourers 
are  more  contented,  settled  in  their  habits,  and  satisfied  in  their  condition.  The  cause  of  this  im- 
provement, I  attribute  to  the  total  cessation  of  emigration,  the  labourers  having  discovered  the  shame- 
ful impositions  practised  on  them  by  emigration  agents  end  their  emissaries,  and  at  the  same  time 
finding  they  cannot  better  their  condition  by  transporting  themselves  from  their  native  land.  The 
prospects  of  the  crop  now  about  to  be  reaped  are  very  bad,  entirely  owing  to  the  very  long  drought 
lately  experienced  in  the  island. 

(Signed)        P.  L.  Applewhaite,  Police  Magistrate. 


Parith  of  St,  James, 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  be  enabled  to  report  a  contiauance  of  the  improvunent  in  the 
^*  Working  of  the  free  system  so  far  as  reg^ds  the  mutual  reltitions  of  employers  and  labourers," 
which  I  stated  in  my  report  of  31st  of  October,  1839,  had  taken  place. 

The  fact  of  the  interests  of  employers  and  labourers  being  nearly  connected  together,  with  the  bad 
results  which  must  ensue  on  those  interests  being  opposed  to  each  other,  seems  better  understood ; 
and  for  this  reason  I  am  sanguine  that  the  ^  system"  will  continue  steadily  to  improve. 

As  regards  the  agricultural  prospects  of  this  parish,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  in  consequence  of  the 
almost  unprecedented  drought,  the  crop  will  be  equally  as  short  as  the  last.  The  cultivation  has  been 
very  good  and  the  falling-off  must  be  attributed  solely  to  the  great  want  of  rain  experienced  for 
several  weeks. 

(Signed)        Francis  Thornhill,  Police  Magistrate. 


Parish  of  St,  George, 

I  haye  the  gratiikation  to  report  that  the  present  condition  of  this  parish,  as  to  the  relations  of  the 
employers  and  labourers  within  it,  has  been  and  still  continues  to  be  quiet,  industrious,  and  amicable ; 
in  part  testimony  whereof  I  must  remark,  that  since  the  Slst  of  September  last,  only  thirteen  persona 
of  the  labouring  class  in  this  parish  have  applied  to  me  for  my  signature  to  certificates  of  departure  from 
this  island  to  British  Guiana  or  elsewhere. 

With  respect  to  the  agricultural  prospects,  generally,  of  this  parish,  I  am  sorry  to  observe  that  they 
are  at  present  very  precarious,  in  consequence  of  dry  weather,  especially  during  this  month  and  the 
last ;  which  will  dT  course  occasion  short  crops  of  sugar  and  provisions  throughout  the  parish. 

(Signed)  W.  Griffith,  Police  Magistrate. 


Parish  of  Si.  John. 

The  agricultural  condition  of  the  parish  has  very  materially  suffered  from  a  continued  drought 
during  the  last  two  months,  which  will  very  much  shorten  the  present  sugar  crop,  and  has  neariy 
entirely  destroyed  the  provision  crops  of  the  season,  leaving  no  prospect  of  raising  food  for  the  next 
three  months  at  least.  This  has  rendered  the  labouring  population  almost  entirely  dependent  on  the 
town  for  their  supplies. 

The  expected  failure  of  this  year's  crop  is  attributed  in  no  way  to  any  deficiency  in  the  labour 
system — the  cultivation  of  lands  for  the  ensuing  crop  being  excellent  throughout  the  parish. 

The  labouring  population  are  certainly  more  steady  at  their  work,  and  less  subject  to  those  frequent 
fits  of  discontent  so  common  amongst  them  since  the  abolition;  yet  the  mutual  relations  of  employer 
and  labourer  continue  fettered  by  the  system  of  land  tenancy  as  connected  with  labour ;  and  although 
this  undue  advantage  in  their  compact  for  labour,  on  the  side  of  the  employer,  is  in  a  great  measure 
counterbalanced  by  the  competition  for  labour  amongst  planters,  the  system  seems  productive  of  evil, 
by  rendering  the  labouring  population  less  attached  to  their  homes,  which  they  hold,  or  not,  at  a 
day's  notice,  and  tends  to  discourage  an  outlay  for  the  improvement  of  their  habitations.  A  system 
of  independent  jobbing  is  rapidly  growing  out  of  the  present  state  of  things,  and,  by  their  indepen- 
dent gangs,  a  great  portion  of  the  most  laborious  agricultural  work  is  performed. 

Emigration,  which  some  months  ago  occasioned  considerable  excitement  in  the  minds  of  the  labour- 
ing class,  by  means  of  undue  exertions  of  interested  persons,  seems  at  present  to  be  very  justly  appre- 
ciated and  understood  by  that  class,  and  the  dearly  bought  experience  by  numbers  of  them  will,  I  trust, 
prevent  the  possibility  of  their  being  again  deluded. 

(Signed)  Henry  Pilgrim,  Police  Magistrate. 


Parish  of  Christ  Church, 

In  making  my  report  on  the  present  occasion,  I  regret  to  state  that  the  **  highly  satisfactory**  work- 
ing of  the  free  system,  which  it  was  my  pleasing  duty  to  remark  on  in  October  1839,  as  regarded  "  a 
good  understanding  between  the  employers  and  labourers,"  has  unhappily  been  at  times  interrupted  in 
many  plantations,  owing  as  I  firmly  believe,  to  the  artfiil  designs  of  wicked  and  heartless  individuals, 
seeking  to  sow  discord  and  dissatisfaction  amongst  the  labouring  population,  in  order  the  more  readily 
to  succeed  in  seducing  them  to  leave  the  island,  under  the  delusive  hopes  of  bettering  their  con- 
dition in  other  lands,  and  now  particularly  British  <!}uiana. 

The  agricultural  prospects  of  the  parish  are  extremely  discouraging,  occasioned  by  the  continuance 
of  severe  drouorht  durinir  the  last  three  months ;  there  is,  and  must  be  in  consequence,  a  ffreat  scarcity 
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crimps,  under  the  design  of  emigration  agents,  not  been  permitted  to  disseminate  discontent  among      BARBADOS, 
the  peasantry.     This  evil  however  has  in  a  great  measure  cured  itself,  and  the  delusive  veil  which  _ 

concealed  the  actual  condition  of  those  who  became  early  victims  to  it,  has  been  removed  by  the 
return  of  the  more  fortunate  persons  who  have  escaped  the  pestilence  and  destructive  malaria  of  the 
southern  colonies  of  Demerara  and  Berbice.  It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  allude  to  the  causes  which 
encouraged  the  operation  of  the  unfavourable  impressions  on  the  minds  of  the  labourers,  by  which 
such  influence  was  obtained  by  the  emigration  crimps.  It  is  sufficient  to  observe  that  the  provisions 
of  the  contract  act  had  been  artfully  distorted  to  create  discontent  among  the  emancipated  popula- 
tion ;  and  the  proprietary  body,  warranted  by  these  strong  signs  of  opposition  to  the  fulfilment  of  the 
act,  prudently  resolved  not  to  enforce  the  labourers  to  an  acceptance  of  any  of  its  provisions,  and  this 
Tfill  account  to  his  Excellency  for  the  several  remarks  I  have  already  made  as  to  the  contract  act 
having  been  disregarded,  both  by  labourers  and  proprietors.  Agreements  of  a  verbal  nature  have  been 
substituted  in  all  cases  upon  the  several  estates  within  my  district,  and  those  appear  to  be  fully  and 
clearly  comprehended  by  all  parties.  I  have  not  had  a  reference  made  to  me  of  any  serious  differences 
between  the  proprietors  and  labourers,  requiring  my  interference.  That  resistance  to  the  orders  of  the 
proprietors  or  their  substitutes  frequently  occurs,  is  not  any  matter  for  surprise,  and  such  occurrences 
are  usually  accommodated  by  the  parties  themselves.  Our  agricultural  prospects  are  at  present  in  an 
unfavourable  condition,  but  I  have  no  cause  to  doubt,  when  it  pleases  the  Dispenser  of  all  good  to 
bless  the  colony  with  a  genial  succession  of  rain,  that  the  peasantry  will  assume  industrious  action,  and 
avail  themselves  of  such  blessings.  It  is  strictly  incumbent  on  all  who  exercise  influence  in  the  colony 
to  appease  irritation  among  the  labourers,  and  I  have  no  doubt  if  the  proprietary  body  and  the 
labourers  are  not  injudiciously  interfered  with,  that  the  blessings  of  the  free  system  will  be  rapidly 
developed  to  both  parties. 

(Signed)  J.  C.  B.  Scantleburt,  Police  Magistrate. 

Parish  of  Si.  Thonuu. 

Sir, — It  is  very  gpratifying  to  observe  the  general  good  feeling  which  subsists  between  the  labourers 
and  their  employers,  the  only  impediment  to  which  arises,  at  present,  from  the  unsettled  state  of  the 
rent  system. 

I  beg  leave  here  to  observe,  that  I  continue  my  old  plan  of  visiting  the  estates  whenever  any  the 
slightest  dissatisfaction  arises  on  them,  and  generally  am  fortunate  enough  to  reconcile  the  parties; 
and  if  it  were  not,  as  I  have  before  said,  for  the  vague  and  irregular  rent  charges,  there  would  now 
exist  no  obstacle  to  a  state  of  perfect  harmony  thoughout  the  district. 

The  agricultural  prospect  of  the  sugar  crop  now  to  be  reaped  is  very  gloomy ;  and  I  am  quite  well 
assured  that  it  will  not  realize  what  last  year's  did.  This  is  only  to  be  attributed  to  the  long  and 
distressing  drought;  for  I  must  say  that  the  industry  of  the  Barbados  planters  and  labourers  can 
never  be  surpassed  in  any  part  of  the  world. 

Provisions,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  are  at  this  time  very  scarce,  and  I  am  afraid  will  be,  ere  long, 
extravagantly  dear;  we  shall  have  to  look,  as  we  did  the  last  year,  to  the  American  markets  for 
supplies,  which  I  hope  it  may  be  able  abundantly  to  afford  us. 

(Signed)  J.  Carbw,  Police  Magistrate. 


Parish  of  St,  Joseph. 

To  all  such  as  feel  a  real  and  deep  interest  in  the  labouring  population  of  this  colony,  the  close  of 
the  present,  and  prospects  of  the  ensuing,  year,  mustatford  a  most  gratifying  and  convincing  proof  of 
the  disposition  ot  all  the  elements  of  our  community  to  settle  down  into  one  compact  and  harmonizing 
body.  We  have  even  their  strong  tendency  steadily  prevailing  in  spite  of  agitation  and  other 
unlawful  means  to  delude  and  excite  the  ignorance  of  our  population,  under  the  speciousness  of 
philanthropy,  disinterestedness,  and  friendship  ;  nor  has  this  remote  and  just  parish  been  left  unvisited 
by  the  incendiaries  of  peace  for  their  own  one-sided  and  party  views. 

In  taking  a  retrospect  of  the  past  year,  it  would  be  impossible  to  pass  unnoticed  the  attempts,  on 
the  part  of  emigration  agents,  to  sow  dissension  and  discord  among  the  labouring  classes  of  this 
island,  to  meet  the  ends  of  their  own  aggrandizement. 

Lying  and  tempting  falsehoods  have  been  actively  circulated  in  all  shapes  from  the  press,  as  well  as 
the  paid  mouths  of  insubordinate  agents;  and  these  have  found  their  way  to  every  hearth  in  this 
colony.  Magnificent  promises  have  been  held  out  to  entice  the  labourer  from  his  country,  or  to  dis- 
gust him  with  all  he  had  ever  valued  in  it ;  but  the  cheat  has  been  fairly  exposed,  and  now  that  the 
excitement  is  passing  off,  a  better  spirit  promises  to  shed  its  influence  over  this  persecuted  colony,  and 
tranquillity  is  once  again  prevailing. 

I  cannot  here  omit  to  notice  what,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  only  remaining  source  of  irritation  between  the 
proprietor  and  labourer.  The  proprietor  allows  a  house  to  his  labourer  so  long  as  his  service  is  constant, 
Dut  as  soon  as  ever  he  is  discontented,  working  on  an  estate  other  than  that  on  which  he  is  located, 
a  rent  for  the  day  he  is  absent  is  charged.  Not  only  is  a  rent  charged  on  the  master  of  the  family  if 
he  be  absent,  but  the  same  rent  is  required  of  every  subordinate  member  living  in  the  same  house,  if 
there  be  the  same  reason  for  it.  To  cure  this  evil,  which,  as  I  have  before  observed,  is  the  source  of 
much  unpleasant  feeling,  I  see  but  one  remedy,  and  that  is  at  once  to  affix  a  permanent  rent  on 
each  house,  according  to  its  value ;  this  must  raise  the  price  of  wages  in  some  degree,  but  as  the  pro- 
prietor receives  a  rent,  neither  party,  in  a  pecuniary  view,  will  be  losers  by  it. 

Another  important  end  that  it  will  answer,  will  be  the  destroying  that  jealousy  that  exists  from  the 
distinct  rate  at  which  the  same  labour  is  paid,  the  located  labourer  receiving  two  bits  per  day,  whilst 
the  wandering  and  almost  roofless  labourer  receives  three  bits.  The  planter  at  the  same  time  will 
be  able  to  command  his  supply  of  labourers  from  the  tenants  on  his  own  estate,  and  the  labourer  enjoy 
unrestricted  his  natural  right  of  disposing  of  his  own  labour  at  pleasure.  Time  only  I  fear  can  afford 
us  any  relief  in  this  respect,  but  whenever  it  does  come  (and  the  sooner  the  better),  our  free  system 
will  be  complete. 

Whilst  other  parts  of  the  island  have  suffered  most  severely  from  drought,  the  parish  of  St.  Joseph  is 
not  without  the  cheering  prospect  of  some  return,  though  moderate,  to  renew  the  industry  of  the  agri- 
culturists. Its  fertility  of  soil,  and  coolness  of  temperature,  have  obtained  for  it  this  advantage.  Grateful 
for  this  blessing,  it  looks  forward  to  better  years,  and  under  the  paternal  care  of  his  Excellency's 
administration,  to  maintain  the  character  for  quiet  and  good  order  it  has  already  so  deservedly 
merited. 

(Signed)        J.  D.  Maycock,  Police  Magistrate. 
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BARBADOa  Parisk  of  St.  Lucy. 

"""~  Sir, — ^A  reciprocal  good  feeling,  T  am  happy  to  report,  exists  between  the  employers  and  labourers  ; 

but  with  their  own  class  the  latter  are  much  disposed  to  be  litigious;  no  change  has  taken  place  in 
the  condition  of  the  labouring  population  of  this  parish  since  my  report,  dated  4th  of  November, 
1889. 

The  agricultural  prospects  throughout  the  island  have  been  blighted  by  long  and  continued  drought, 
and  I  do  not  think  the  labourers  more  enei^tic  in  the  performance  of  their  respective  duties. 

(Signed)         A.  H.  Morris,  Police  Magistrate. 


Parish  of  St,  Andrew. 

Sir, — At  the  close  of  the  present  quarter,  and  the  termination  of  my  first  year  s  administration  of 
the  duties  of  a  police  magistrate,  I  feel  considerable  satisfaction  in  stating  that  no  candidate  of  any 
description  has  applied  to  me  for  a  certificate  to  emigrate  during  the  present  quarter ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  labouring  population  appear  to  be  annoyed  if  any  accidental  allusion  is  made  to  it;  the  number 
of  labourers  in  this  parish  have  been  on  the  increase  for  several  months  past;  the  cuUiTation  through- 
out this  parish  is  in  a  much  greater  state  of  forwardness  than  for  several  preceding  years;  the 
labourers  generally  more  regular  and  constant  at  their  duties.  The  taking  of  rent  permanently  is 
almost  abolished,  and  a  much  better  state  of  things  meets  the  eye  almost  every  where ;  twice  during 
the  year  has  the  crop  been  impeded  by  drought;  the  general  amount  of  production  will,  nevertheless, 
be  double  that  of  the  past  year. 

(Signed)        J.  S.  Bascov,^  Police  Magatrate. 


Parish  of  Si.  Michael. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  there  kas  existed  generally  throughout  this  district  a  mutual 
good  understa^uUng  between  the  labourers  and  iheir  employers,  and  when  aay  difference  has  occumd 
it  has  been  of  so  tri^ng  a  nature  as  to  be  easily  arranged.  Happily  for  the  comfort  and  prosperity  of 
the  labourers  of  this  parish,  very  few  were  found  willing  to  try  the  experiment  of  emigration^  and 
consequently  have  not  bad  to.  endure  the  sufieciags  and  privations  which  too  many  of  that  class  of 
persons  have  had  to  encounter ;  the  emigration  from  this  parish  has  been  principally  confined  to  the 
artisans  and  domesticsw 

As  regards  the  agricultural  prospects  of  the  parish,  they  are  very  discouraging;  the  severe  drought 
wiiich  has  existed  for  the  last  several  months,  having  greatly  injured  the  present  crop  of  canes,  and 
almost  entirely  destsoyed  the  yam  and  com  crop ;  and  the  quantity  of  potatoes  which  wece  planted, 
having  been  nearly  all  consumed,  theie  is«  and  must  be  for  some  time,  a  great  scarcity  of  ground 
provisions,  not  only  in  this  parish,  but  I  fear  generally  throughout  the  country. 

(Signed)  J.  W.  SvsifCSR,  PoUce  Ma^ialnite. 


Private  Secretary's  Office,  11th  Dec,  1841. 

Sir, — I  am  instructed  by  the  Governor  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  me, 
for  his  Excellency's  consideration,  a  report,  embracing  the  circumstances  that  have  fallen  under  your 
observation  connected  with  the  introduction  of  the  emigration  system  into  this  island,  and  with  its 
eflects  upon  the  condition  of  the  labouring  population. 

The  governor  wishes  to  ascertain,  1st,  whether  you  have  reason  to  beKeve  that  the  hbourers 
were  dissatisfied  with  the  operation  of  the  act  passed  upon  this  subject  during  the  administration  of 
his  Excellency  Sir  Lionel  Smith  ? 

2.  Whether  previously  to  the  external  influence  exerted  in  favour  of  emigration,  it  ever  came  to 
your  knowledge,  since  the  emancipation  of  1834  and  1S38,  that  the  labouring  classes  complained  of 
being  retained  in  Barbados,  contrary  to  their  inclination,  by  the  undue  severity  of  restrictive  laws ;  t.  e. 
whether  any  excitement  that  may  have  occurred  amongst  the  peasantry  appears  to  you  to  have  been 
the  original  cause,  rather  than  the  artificial  consequence,  of  foreign  interference  with  the  relations 
subsisting  between  them  and  their  employers  ? 

3.  Does  it  seem  to  you  that  the  labouring  classes  are  dissatisfied  with  the  administration  of  justice 
in  this  colony  ;  or  driven  to  emigrate  by  any  acts  of  oppression  on  the  part  of  their  employers  or  of  the 
constituted  authorities  ? 

4.  By  what  means  does  it  appear  to  you  that  the  labourers  have  been  impressed  with  the  belief 
that  the  performance  of  nine  hours'  work  per  diem  would  make  them  revert  to  the  condition  of  slaves, 
or  that  those  remaining  in  this  island  would  be  reduced  to  that  predicament  on  its  approaching*  sur^ 
render  by  the  British  Government  to  some  foreign  power  ? 

5.  What  is  the  description  of  agency  employed  in  obtaining  recruits  firom  amongst  tile  labouring' 
population  of  Barbados  for  removal  to  other  colonies  ? 

6.  What  inducements  are  held  out  by  the  emigration  agents>  to  the  persons  whom  they  are  (ie- 
sirous  of  enticing  from  their  houses  ? 

7.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  falsehood  and  fraud  have  been  resorted  to  with  the  view  of  prevaiEng 
upon  the  Barbados  labourers  to  emigrate  ? 

8.  What  opportunities  have  you  possessed  of  communicating  with  Barbados  labourers  who  hare  re- 
turned to  the  colony,  after  trying  the  experiment  of  emigratien  ? 

9.  What  has  been  tiie  nature  of  their  testimony,  and  have  they  given  you  to  nndlerstand  that  those 
remaining  abroad  are  comfortably  situated  and  contented  with  their  new  positron? 

10.  Is  the  ascendancy  acquired  over  the  minds  of  the  peasantry  by  the  emfjgratton  agents  generaf, 
and  is  that  ascendancy  much  strengthened  by  the  influence  of  the  seditious  press  ? 

11.  Do  you  conceive   that  the  minds  of  the  peasantry  wilt  be  permanently  unsettled,  in  con- 
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Barbados,  January  8ih,  1841.  BARBAI>08. 

Sir, — I  have  to  acknowledg*e  your  communication  of  the  11th  instant,  and,  in  reply  to  it,  have  — 

endeavoured  as  briefly  as  possible  to  answer  the  questions  in  the  most  impartial  manner  for  his  Excel- 
lency's information,  which  I  beg^  you  to  do  me  the  honour  to  lay  before  his  Excellency. 

1.  I  am  certain  that  the  labourers  were  not  dissatisfied ;  indeed,  I  believe  they  knew  nothing 
about  it,  and  could  not,  therefore,  in  any  way  feel  any  ill  effects  from  the  act  passed  dudng  the  admi- 
alBlratioa  of  Sir  Lionel  Smith. 

2.  I  believe  that  the  labourers  had  no  inclination  whatever  to  emigrate,  until  speculators  came 
to  the  island  for  the  purpose  of  enticing  them  away.  These  said  men  used  every  exertion  to  exalt 
British  Guiana  at  the  expense  of  Barbados.  They  commenced  their  work  by  attacking  the  laws, 
their  administration,  and  all  respectable  persons  and  authorities  in  the  island ;  thus  endeavouring  to 
create  a  ferment,  that  they  might  the  more  easily  act  their  part.  I  refer  particularly  to  the  hand-bills 
industriously  circulated  throup:hont  the  island  by  paid  agents  of  Thomas  Day ;  men  whom  he  evi* 
dently  selected  for  his  purpose  from  their  characters.  These  were  paid  by  the  head ;  I  state  this  on 
the  authority  of  Mr.  Osborne,  who  informed  me  that  he  refused  an  offer  of  five  dollars  a  head  for  as 
many  as  he  could  procure.  A  similar  offer  at  the  same  price  was  made  me  by  a  Mr.  Bush,  of  Tri- 
nidad, which  I  also  refused,  foreseeing  the  very  ill  consequences  of  such  a  traffic.  It  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  thus  acted  on,  they  should  become  unsettled,  and  wish  to  leave  the  island,  regard- 
less alike  of  those  ties  and  local  attachments  which  so  strongly  characterize  the  labouring  populataon 
of  this  island.  On  being  appointed  jointly  with  Mr.  Sheridan,  to  inform  them  of  the  nature  of  the 
experiment  they  were  about  to  make,  we  found  that  they  were  wholly  ignorant  of  their  intended  step, 
that  they  had  been  impressed  with  the  idea  of  amassing  a  fortune  for  themselves,  with  which  they 
might  soon  return  to  their  native  land  and  live  at  ease.  In  a  short  time,  however,  we  discovered  ttiat 
they  came  provided  with  answers  to  the  warnings  we  had  been  previously  giving,  which  was  soon 
explained  by  the  admission  of  some  of  them,  that  Mr.  Day  had  advised  them  not  to  listen  to  any 
thing  that  we  might  tell  them.  I  had  an  opportunity  of  visiting,  immediately  after  the  emancipation 
of  1838,  several  of  the  estates  on  which  differences  existed,  necessarily  resulting  from  so  gneat  a 
change ;  my  reception  by  the  labourers  was  uniformly  most  kind ;  attentively  did  they  listen  to  all  I 
said,  and  I  never  failed  to  have  the  happiness  of  seeing  a  reconciliation  easily  effected ;  many  (jf  tihe 
complaints  of  both  parties  were  of  a  trivial  nature.  Hence  it  is  evident  that  the  excitement  respecting 
emigration  has  arisen  solely  from  foreign  interference,  and  in  no  way  from  an  undue  severity  of 
restrictive  laws. 

3.  The  best  answer  to  be  given  to  this  question,  is  a  reference  to  the  retarns  made  by  magis- 
trates of  the  number  of  cases  tried  before  them,  and  also  of  the  returns  from  the  Court  of  Appeal, 
with  a  comparison  <>f  the  decisions  altered  by  the  latter.  I  have  not  seen  the  slightest  cause  to  believe 
that  the  administration  of  justice  has  operated  in  any  way  to  cause  emigration,  which  I  wholly  attri- 
bute to  misrepresentation  on  that  subject  by  the  paid  agent  and  his  few  advocates. 

4.  This  report  originated  with  the  men  who  were  employed  to  procure  labourers.  They  first  en- 
deavoured to  persuade  them  that  if  they  worked  nine  hours  for  their  employers,  it  would  be  the  same 
as  becoming  slaves,  and  this  was  easily  first  caught  up  by  the  ignorant  and  credulous,  and  so  spread 
through  their  firiends;  and  when  this  error  was  discovered  by  thetn,  the  same  paid  agents  cunningly 
devised  the  rumour  respecting  the  surrender  of  the  island  to  the  French,  who  would  reduce  the 
labourers  here  (as  in  their  own  colonies)  again  to  slavery,  as  an  inducement  for  them  to  leave  this. 
This  I  was  informed  of  before  credible  witnesses  by  some  of  the  labourers  themselves,  and  I  found  it 
generally  believed,  and  was  not  always  able  to  succeed  in  undeceiving  them  on  this  point. 

5.  The  persons  employed  have  been  of  the  very  worst  description,  notorious  to  every  one  for  their 
irregularities  and  bad  characters ;  ready  for  any  falsehoods,  so  they  could  impose  upon  the  credulity 
of  the  people,  as  they  were  well  paid  for  that  purpose. 

6.  Inducements  of  a  very  favourable  nature,  such  as  exorbitant  wages  and  light  work,  the  easy  ac- 
quisition of  tracts  of  land,  food  of  the  very  best  description  at  the  lowest  price,  luxuries  of  all  kinds, 
pleasure  and  enjoyment  cf  every  description,  fancy  balk,  &c.  In  -addition  to  these,  which  they  were 
to  meet  with  on  their  arrival  at  British  Guiana,  open  houses  were  kept  here  for  their  reception  and 
entertainment,  where  they  were  constantly  regaled  with  feasting,  music,  and  dancing,  until  their  de- 
parture. I  consider  this  latter  plan  as  that  which  operated  most  powerfully  with  them ;  they  were 
also  supplied  here  by  the  agents  with  small  advances  of  money,  to  be  repaid  in  labour  in  British 
Guiana,  for  which  I  would  observe,  security  was  taken  of  them  here. 

7.  Falsehoods  of  the  most  glaring  description,  as  I  could  substantiate,  have  been  resorted  to  for  that 
purpose,  as  many  of  them  have,  when  too  late,  proved  to  their  cost ;  such  as  their  giving  a  note  of 
hand,  purporting  to  be  some  dollars'  value  per  month,  by  Mr.  Day,  for  the  support  of  the  aged  family 
or  children  left  belund,  when  there  was  no  sum  mentioned  in  the  note  of  hand.  The  obtaining 
tickets  in  a  very  fraudulent  manner,  feigning  names  to  obtaiu  passports,  so  as  that  they  might  be  trans- 
ferable. 

8.  Passports,  &c*  the  promise  of  a  free  passage  back  to  Barbados  should  they  (the  emigrants)  not 
like  British  Guiana,  which,  excepting  in  a  few  cases,  was  positively  refused  when  applied  for ;  and,  on 
the  contrary,  obstacles  were  thrown  in  their  way,  when  they  were  led  to  expect  every  facility  and  ac- 
eommodation. 

9.  The  emigraols  that  have  returned  informed  me,  that  although  the  wages  in  British  Guiana  are 
higher  than  in  Barbados,  yet  the  common  necessaries  of  life  being  so  very  dear,  they  could  not  save 
from  their  earnings  as  much  as  they  were  in  the  habit  of  doing  in  their  native  land ;  that  very  nrany 
of  the  emigrants  were  forced  to  contract  debts  to  meet  their  necessary  demands,  and  that  although 
most  anxious  to  return,  they  were  unable  to  do  so;  and  that  every  advantage  was  taken  of  their  situa- 
tion, and  thus  they  remained  in  British  Guiana.  This  information  is  corroborated  by  the  commander 
of  a  mail-boat,  who  humanely  brought  back,  free  of  expense,  very  many  of  the  emigrants  who  had 
been  refused  by  the  Emigration  Society  any  assistance  towards  their  return.  And  both  he  and  the 
xctumed  strongly  affirm  that  numbers  of  those  remaining  implored  to  be  taken  away,  and  nenriy  all 
that  they  knew  of  were  in  a  state  very  far  from  comfortable,  owing  to  their  wants,  to  the  different  system 
of  cultivation,  and  to  the  very  unhealthy  climate,  from  which  latter  cause  very  many,  I  was  told  by 
them,  had  perished;  and  to  show  that  this  is  true  I  would  refer  to  the  great  annual  decrease  of  the  la- 
bouring population  of  British  Guiana  during  the  time  of  slavery. 

10.  The  ascendancy  acquired  over  the  minds  of  the  people  was  both  great  and  general,  and  I 
regret  to  say  that  the  press,  advocating  the  cause  of  Mr.  Day  by  false  representations,  has  contributed 
greatly  towards  inducing  many  to  leave  the  island.     And  I  cannot  help  adding  that  the  editor  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


132  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

BARBADOS.      Liberal  stMed  publicly  that  he  did  so  because  he  thought  the  emigration  law  restrictive,  althou^yh 
- —  he  had  previously  declared  that  the  emigration  system  was  the  worst  thing  that  could  happen  to  the 

labourer  of  ihis  island,  and  he  believed  that  three  out  of  every  four  would  die  ;  this  he  stated  openly 
at  a  public  meeting. 

11.  I  am  of  opinion  that  for  some  considerable  time  their  minds  will  be  unsettled,  being  so  well 
acquainted  with  their  characters  from  the  very  long  experience  I  have  had  (upwards  of  20  years), 
going  amongst  them  as  their  teacher  and  as  their  friend,  being  consulted  by  them  from  every  part  of 
the  land  in  their  difficulties. 

12.  I  fear  that  the  effects  of  this  traffic  b  very  likely  to  be  felt  for  a  considerable  time,  if  only  on 
account  of  the  dissensions  it  has  occasioned,  and  the  severing  of  those_  ties  which  bind  men  together, 
such  as  between  husbands  and  wives,  and  employers  and  employed,  friend  and  friend. 

I  have,  &c.  &c. 
(Signed)  Joseph  Tho&ne,  Assistant  Harbour  Master. 

Felix  Bedingfeld,  Esq.,  Private  Secretary,  &c.  &c. 

Private  Secretary's  Office,  11th  Dec,  1840. 
Sir, — The  Governor  is  desirous  of  receiving  from  you,  made  up  to  the  31st  inst.  inclusive,  a  report 
upon  the  state  of  this  community  during  *^  the  present  year  1840." 
You  will  be  pleased  to  explain — 

1.  The  condition  of  the  crops  for  this  period,  and  the  present  existing  prospects  under  that  head,  and 
whether  the  cultivation  has  been  satisfactorily  carried  on. 

2.  The  nature  of  the  relations,  whether  amicable  or  otherwise,  generally  prevailing  between  the  pro- 
prietary body  and  the  labouring  population  ;  and  where  any  misunderstandings  have  arisen,  to  what 
«ause  they  are  in  your  opinion  to  be  attributed. 

8.  Whether  the  fire  raisings  that  have  occurred,  have  chiefly  affected  the  possessions  of  proprietors, 
vor  of  the  labourers  themselves. 

4.  Whether  before  invitations  were  held  out  to  them  from  abroad,  and  strictures  pronounced  upon 
the  laws  regulating  the  departures  of  persons  from  the  island,  you  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
labourers  of  Barbados  ever  manifested  dissatisfaction  with  these  enactments,  or  complained  of  their 
-being  under  any  restriction. 

5.  Whether  you  think  that  the  labouring  population  have  been  fairiy  dealt  with,  or  deceived,  by  the 
agents  employed  in  endeavouring  to  induce  them  to  leave  their  native  country. 

6.  To  what  causes  do  you  ascribe  the  great  extent  to  which  emigration  from  this  island  had  at  one 
time  attained,  and  its  subsequent  diminution. 

7.  Whether  according  to  your  experience  the  experiment  of  free  labour  in  this  island  would  not 
have  terminated  as  successfully  as  it  commenced,  and  the  occasional  differences  between  the  em- 
ployers and  employed  have  been  adjusted  by  internal  means  as  formerly,  but  for  the  foreign  inter- 
ference exerted  with  a  view  to  the  encouragement  of  emigration. 

8.  Whether  in  your  judgment  there  is  a  surplus  population  beyond  the  demand  for  labour  in  this 
island. 

9.  Whether  it  appears  to  you  that  the  agitation  and  promotion  of  a  system  of  emigration  promises  to 
prove  advantageous  to  the  general  cause  of  the  labourers,  or  to  the  health  and  happiness  in  par- 
4icu]ar  of  the  Barbados  peasantry. 

I  have,  &c,  &c. 
(Signed)  Felix  Bbdingfeld,  Private  Secretary. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Connor,  Inspector  General  Police,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


Inspector  General's  Office,  2nd  January,  1841. 
Sir, — In  obedience  to  his  Excellency's  commands,  contained  in  your  letter  of  11th  ultimo,!  have  the 
.iionour  of  forwarding  you  answers  to  the  questions  comprised  in  that  communication. 

I  have,  &c.  &c, 
(Signed)  Alexander  Connor,  Inspector  GkneraFs  Office. 

[    Honourable  Felix  Bedingfeld. 

report  upon   THB   state   of   BARBADOS    DURING   THE   YEAR   1840. 

Answers  to  Questions. 

1.  The  condition  of  the  crops  cannot  be  stated  as  favourable;  at  the  early  part  of  the  season  the 
prospects  were  propitious,  but  owing  to  the  drought  in  the  atler  part,  particularly  in  the  month  of 
November  (which  passed  over  without  any  rains),  a  great  check  has  been  experienced  to  the  growth 
and  ripening  of  the  canes ;  in  the  parish  of  St  Philip,  one  large  field  of  canes  of  ten  acres  in  extent 
has  been  dug  up  and  given  to  the  cattle,  or  used  as  manure.  Tlie  yam  crops  have  failed  considerably, 
and  I  understand,  should  the  remainder  of  this  month  and  the  next  pass  over  without  rains,  that  the 
forthcoming  potatoe  crop  will  totally  fail. 

2.  Generally  speaking,  the  understanding  between  the  employer  and  employed  is  amicable,  and 
where  a  misunderstanding  has  arisen,  it  is  in  many  instances  attributable  to  a  demand  for  higher 
wages  on  the  part  of  the  labourer,  which  the  proprietor  refusing,  occasions  the  other  to  transfer  his 
services  to  an  estate  where  the  higher  pay  will  be  given. 

3.  The  fire  raisings  which  have  occurred,  have  chiefly  affected  the  labourers,  and  in  many  instances 
originated  from  jealousy. 

4.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  labouring  population  ever  manifested  dissatisfaction  at  any 
enactments  that  were  in  force  for  the  regulation  of  persons  departing  from  this  island,  before  any 
invitations  from  Mr.  Day  were  held  out  to  them  to  emigrate  from  this  island  to  Demerara ;  and  had  not 
such  invitations  been  placed  before  them,  they  would  most  probably  have  remained  in  the  same  dis- 
position they  were  previous  to  the  arrival  of  Mr  Day  and  his  emissaries,  who  sedulously,  and  no 
doubt  designedly,  informed  the  labourer  that  the  laws  were  unduly  restrictive. 
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6.  I  attribute  the  great  extent  of  emigration  from  this  island  to  the  flattering  public  statements 
made,  by  private  emigration  agents,  of  the  **  magnificent  colony  of  Demerara,'*  and  the  great  but 
false  allurements  of  bettering  their  condition,  held  out  by  those  unprincipled  agents  to  an  ignorant  and 
too  credulous  peasantry,  who  had  just  shaken  off  the  last  remnant  of  slavery ;  and  I  attribute  the 
diminution  of  emigration  to  the  return  of  emigrants,  who,  from  experience  purchased  by  many  at  the 
sacrifice  of  health,  placed  matters  in  their  true  colours  before  their  friends  and  relations. 

7.  There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  on  my  mind  that  the  employer  and  employed  would  have 
thoroughly  understood  each  other  long  ere  this,  had  not  Mr.  Day  and  his  emissaries  visited  this  island, 
which  for  some  time  caused  a  great  excitement  amongst  the  peasantry,  and  disturbed  them  from  the 
habits  of  regularity  which  were  daily  becoming  more  confirmed. 

8.  I  should  say  not,  for  the  greater  portion  of  the  younger  branches  of  the  labourers  who  were 
formerly  employed  at  field  work,  have  now  relinquished  that  occupation,  and  are  in  daily  attendance 
for  instruction  at  the  several  schools  throughout  the  island. 

9.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  system  of  emigration  which  has  been  going  on  in  this  island  of  lite, 
is  directly  opposed  to  humanity,  and  most  decidedly  to  the  health  and  happiness  of  the  Barbados 
labourer. 

(Signed)  Alexander  Connor,  Inspector  General  of  Police. 


BARBADOS. 


(No.  146.) 


No.  7. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Russell,  to  the  Officer  administering 

the  Government  at  Barbados. 

Sir,  Downing  Street,  9th  August,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch,  No.  1,  of  the  17th  of  June,  enclosing  a  letter 
from  the  Judges  of  the  Assistant  Court  of  Appeal,  together  with  the  Reports  of 
the  Police  Magistrates,  for  the  five  quarters  ending  31st  of  December,'  1840. 

I  regret  to  hear  that  the  weather  has  been  again  unfavourable  to  the  growth  of 
sugar,  and  that  the  crop  is  expected,  in  consequence,  to  fall  below  the  average. 
It  is  satisfactory,  however,  to  be  assured  at  the  same  time  that  this  result  is  in  no  de- 
gree to  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  labour ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  a  decided  im- 
provement has  been  evinced  in  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  labouring  class. 

The  evils  arising  from  the  system  of  tenancy,  which  still  prevails  in  Barbados, 
have  been  experienced  in  most  of  the  West  India  Colonies,  and  have  led  all  the  best 
and  most  impartial  judges  to  recommend  a  different  arrangement,  by  which  the 
labourer  should  hold  his  cottage  and  grounds  under  a  lease  for  a  fixed  period,  sub- 
ject to  no  condition  but  that  of  paying  the  stipulated  rent.  In  many  places  this 
arrangement  has  been  tried,  and  has  always  been  found  to  answer  much  better 
than  the  other.  I  am  glad  to  observe  a  growing  opinion  in  favour  of  it  among 
the  Police  Magistrates;  and  I  hope  that  some  of  the  proprietors  in  Barbados  will 
be  induced  to  make  the  experiment. 

You  state  in  your  Despatch  that  the  Magistrates  have  been  instructed  to  prepare 
reports  upon  the  new  series  of  questions  once  every  year.  My  intention  was,  that 
they  should  be  made  once  every  half-year,  i.  e.,  at  the  commencement  and  at  the 
close  of  the  annual  crop ;  and  (unless  the  difference  be  owing  merely  to  a  clerical 
error)  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  issue  a  fresh  instruction  to  that  effect.  You 
wiU  also  request  the  Judges  of  the  Assistant  Court  of  Appeal  to  forward  each  series 
separately  with  their  report,  and  not  to  delay  them,  as  in  this  instance,  till  the  end 
of  the  year. 

I  have   &LC 

(Signed)  J.  RUSSELL. 

To  the  Officer  administering  the  Government  at  Barbados. 


No.  7. 
August,  1841. 


(No.  8.)  No.  8. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Darling,  to 

Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Government 'House,  Barbados,  August  8th,  1841. 

Referring  to  your  Lordship's  Circular  Despatch  of  the  22nd  of  April  last,  I 
do  myself  the  honour  of  enclosing  to  your  Lordship  the  accompanying  Return  of 
Stipendiary  Magistrates,  serving  in  the  Island  of  Barbados. 

T  nayp      ^EC 

(Signed)  HENRY  C.  DARLING, 

Lieut.-Governor,  Administering  General  Government. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 

&c.         &c.         &c.  S 


No.  8. 

Return. 
AufiTU^t  2nd,  1841, 
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Enclosure  in  No.  8. 


RETURN  of  STIPENDIARY  and  POLICE  MAGISTRATES  serving  in  the  ISLAND  of 

"BARBADOS.— 2nd  August,  1841. 


Names. 


*Adam  Cuppage  • 
^Isaac  J.  Tin  ling  • 
'Joseph  Garroway. 

Edward  H.  Moore. 
Christopher  Gill  . 
Robert  E.  Hendy  . 

Joseph  P.  Evelyn  • 
P.  L.  Applewhaite 
Henry  Pilgrim  •  • 
John  Carew 
Alexander  H.  Morris 
Francis  Thornhill  . 
James  S.  Bascom  • 


John  W.  Spencer 


J.  G.  B.  Scantlebary 
William  Griffith     . 
J.  D.  Mayeock  •     * 


Date  of 
AppoMtment. 


1838. 
Ist  August 


1834. 
SlstJuly 

7th  Jan.,  1839 

10th  Jan.,  1839 
3rd  Jan.,  1839 
7th  Jan.,  1839 
17th  May,  1U38J 
12th  Feb.,  1840 


16ih  April,1840 
26th  Sept^  1840 


Under  what  Act  or 
Statute  appointed. 


An  Act  to  a«ithorife  the 
appointment  of  an 
Assistant  Court  of 
Appeal. 

An  Act  to  establish  a 
Poliee  in  Bridgetown, 
in  the  parish  of  St. 
Michael,  29th  July, 
1834. 

An  Act  to  appoint  an 
additional  number  of 
Police  Magistrates 
for  this  Island,  1839. 


An  Acttotevi?e,aflDtnd, 
and  coutinne  in  force 
an  Act  to  appoint 
an  additional  number 
of  Police  Magistrates 
for  this  Island. 

An  Act  to  appoint  an 
additional  number  of 
Police  Magistrates 
for  this  bland,  1839. 


District,  &c 


Judges  of  the  As- 
sistant Court  of 
Appeal  foe  the 
Island. 

Police  Magis- 
trates, Bridge- 
town. 

Christ  Chorch 
St.  Philip 
St.  John 
St  Thomas 
St.  Lucy 
St.  James 
St.  Andrew 


St.  Michael 
(Rural) 


St.  Peter 
St.  George 
St.  JoMph 


By  whom  ^pointed. 


iSir  E.  J.M.  Macgregor. 


Sir  Lionel  Soy^ 


)Sir  E.  J.  M.  Macgregor, 


*  Stipendiary  Magiltrtites. 

E.  H.  Sen  HOUSE,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 


(No.  15.) 


No.  9. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenaflt-Governor  Darling,  to 

Lord  JoHK  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Goveminent  House^  Barbados^  Sept.  16th,  184L 

No.  9.  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  Copies  of  Reports  from  the  Police  Magistrates 

of  Barbados,  on  the  state  of  their  several  parishes,  accompanied  l^  observations 
thereon  from  the  Judges  of  the  Assistant  Court  of  Appeal,  as  required  in  your 
Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  22nd  of  April  last,  general  No.  11,  addressed  to  His 
Excellency  the  late  Oovernor-General. 

I  have    &c 
(Signed)  HENRY  C.  DARLING, 

Lieut.-Governor,  Administering  the  General  Government* 
To  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&C.  &c.  &c. 


End.  in  No.  9. 


fiiiclusure  iti  No.  9» 
(Copy). 

Questions  directed  by  Lord  John  Russell  in  a  Despatch  to  his  Excellency  Sir  Evan 
J.  Murray  Mao^regos,  Bart«,  Governor  of  the  Windward  Islands,  dated  22nd  April,  1841. 

1.  General  character  and  condition  of  the  peasantry;  noticing  any  changes  observable  since 
the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship  in  their  manners^  habits,  or  casts ;  in  the  rate  of  mortality ; 
or  in  the  nature  and  frequency  of  offences. 

2.  Relations  between  the  peasantry  and  the  proprietors ;  adverting  especially  to  the  condition 
of  tenancy  on  estates;  to  the  progress  of  the  labourers  in  establishing  themselres  asii'ee- 
holders ;  to  the  rising  up  of  new  hamlets  and  villages ;  and  the  effect  which  these  changes  are 
supposed  to  have  upon  the  supply  of  labour  for  the  cultivation  of  the  staple  produce  of  the 
colony. 

3.  New  institutions, '•^-as  churches,  schools,  savings'  banks,  benefit  societies^  &c. 

4.  State  and  prospect  of  cultivation  ;  noticing  the  supply  of  labour,  and  the  rate  of  wagea; 
the  produce  of  last  crop,  and  the  promise  of  the  next ;  the  weather,  &c. 
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5.  Improvements  and  discoveries  ;  as  for  instance,  any  new  machine  by  which  labour  is      BAR&40QS*. 
saved ;  any  improved  method  of  cultivation ;  any  new  manufacture,  &c.  — ~ 

6.  State  of  internal  traflSc ;  noticing  the  sort  of  goods  which  are  most  in  demand. 


ANSWERS. 

N^l. 

Police  Office,  St  Lucy,  6th  July,  1841. 

1.  The  labourers  are  still  indolent  and  irregular  at  their  work,  and  are  disposed  to  be  very 
litigious  amongst  themselves.  They  continue  fully  as  much  so  as  when  in  a  state  of  slavery. 
No  change  has  particularly  taken  place  in  their  manners,  habits,  or  castes,  since  their  emanci« 
potion.  The  rate  of  mortality  and  frequency  of  offences  are  much  the  same.  The  number  of 
complaints  investigated  in  St.  Lucy*s  parish  are  near  or  about  fifty  monthly,  and  consist 
chiefly  of  petty  debt,  injury  to  property,  theft,  and  breaches  of  the  peace. 

2.  An  amicable  feeling  continues  to  exist  between  the  proprietors  and  labourers.  The 
labourers'  condition  is  as  healthy  as  that  of  any  other  class  of  inhabitants  in  the  island.  The 
industrious  have  houses  and  land  on  every  estate  gratuitously ;  and  those  given  to  indolence,  of 
which  there  are  a  great  many,  seek  lodgings  with  their  families  at  night  on  the  estates  where 
the  families  are  located.  None  are  freeholders.  Many  of  those  inclined  to  roaming  have 
renewed  the  disposition  lately  to  go  to  British  Guiana,  notwithstanding  the  sufferings  there  of 
the  emigrants  who  returned  about  six  months  ago. 

3.  Two  new  chapels  have  been  erected  in  this  parish  since  the  abolition  of  slavery,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  fonner  church.  There  are  numerous  schools  about  it.  No  savings'  bank  or* 
benefit  societies.  The  friendly  societies  now  being  established  are  likely  to  be  beneficial,  and" 
are  promoted  under  the  direction  of  the  zealous  rector  of  our  parish. 

4.  There  is  a  fair  spring  of  young  canes,  planted  for  the  crop  of  the  next  year,  but  their 
yielding  a  favourable  return  will  naturally  depend  on  the  future  state  of  the  weather,  which  oi 
late  has  been  very  unfavourable,  and  the  careful  clearing  of  weeds,  &c.,  by  the  labourers.  The 
supply  of  them  is  very  deficient,  as  none  will  engage  in  agriculture  that  can  obtain  a  living 
in  any  other  way.  The  wages  are  two  bits  per  day  for  nine  hours,  and  extra  payment  pro- 
portionately for  any  work  performed  beyond  that  time.  The  produce  of  the  last  crop  was  very 
small,  and  that  of  the  next  quite  uncertain. 

5.  None  in  this  parish. 

6.  No  internal  traffic,  except  pedling  hucksters'  shops,  where  articles  of  food,  chiefly 
American  produce,  are  disposed  of. 

(Signed)  A.  H.  Morris,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  2. 

Police  Office.  St.  Peter,  3rd  July,  1841. 

1.  The  peasantry  in  this  parish  are  of  industrious  habits;  and  since  the  dissolution  of  the 
apprenticeship  there  has  been  an  improvement  in  their  manners  and  habiliments.  The  rate 
of  mortality  cannot  be  correctly  ascertained,  as  there  is  no  census,  nor  are  there  any  means  of 
distinguishing  the  peasantry  from  others  by  the  register  of  burials.  The  most  frequent  offences, 
are  petty  assault  and  battery,  and  petty  thefl.     Crime  of  magnitude  is  of  rare  occurrence. 

2.  To  secure  the  important  and  indispensable  supply  of  labour,  a  village  is  established  on 
each  estate,  by  the  erection  of  comfortable  dwellings ;  and  a  portion  of  cultivable  land  is  as- 
signed to  each  labourer.  For  this  privilege  and  accommodation  no  charge  is  made  aa;ainst 
the  labourer,  unless  he  quits  the  property  to  bestow  his  services  elsewhere ;  nor  is  any  charge 
enforced  in  case  of  sickness,  or  when  he  obtains  the  proprietor's  sanction  to  be  absent.  These 
matters  are  clearly  understood  on  both  sides,  and  the  system  works  well,  in  insuring  continuity 
of  labour,  imder  the  rude  and  imperfect  knowledge  which  the  late  emancipated  labourer  has 
formed  of  his  freedom  of  action.  Many  of  the  late  emancipated  peasantry  have  acquired  pro- 
perty to  a  small  extent,  but  none  have  yet  established  themselves  as  freeholders. 

3.  Four  schools  (two  of  which  are  licensed  for  the  performance  of  Divine  service)  ha  vebeen 
established  under  the  superintendence  of  the  clergy  since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship ; 
also  a  Wesleyan  chapel  and  school ;  and  several  private  schools  under  the  direction  of  other 
persons.     There  is  one  benefit  society,  and  no  savings'  bank  in  this  parish. 

4.  The  state  of  cultivation  is  good.  The  supply  of  labour  (owing  to  emigration)  is 
diminished.  The  rate  of  wa^es  varies  from  one  shilling  and  three-pence,  to  one  shilling  and 
sixpence  three-farthings  per  day,  currency.  The  produce  of  the  last  crop  (1841)  is  1,260  tons 
of  sugar.  The  prospect  of  the  ensuing  crop  is  uncertain.  The  weather  (after  a  long  drought) 
at  present  favourable. 

5.  None. 

6.  Internal  traffic,  for  the  last  two  years,  has  been  very  much  depressed,  owing  to  short 
crops  of  the  staple  produce.  The  briskness  or  depression  of  trade  is  more  or  less  influenced  by 
the  quantity  and  price  of  sugar.     Cotton  goods  from  Manchester  are  chiefly  in  dei;nand. 

(Signed)  J.  C.  B.  Sgantlebury,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  3. 

Police  Office,  St.  Andrew's,  July  31st,  1841. 


1.  The  peasantry  may  be  considered  generally  courteous  to  those  by  whom  they  are  not 
employed ;  after  they  enter  into  employment,  either  as  domestics  or  for  agricultural  purposes,  a 
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BARBADOS.       very  opposite  deportment  is  not  unfrequently  evinced  by  them  towards  their  employers.     Their 
— —  regular  attendance  on  the  forms  of  public  worship  would  entitle  them  to  the  appellation  of  being 

a  religious  people  ;  but  the  criminal  intercourse  of  the  sexes,  when  even  married,  contradicts 
their  observance  of  moral  obligations ;  and  they  are  contentious  and  quarrelsome  with  each  other. 
Their  general  condition  may  be  esteemed  comfortable,  and  they  might  have  acquired  more 
money  if  they  would  have  worked  for  it.  Their  manners  generally  are  more  refined  since  their 
emancipation ;  they  are  fond  of  dancing  and  other  amusements,  and  expend  much  of  their  time 
and  money  in  the  indulgence  of  this  inclination.  They  gamble  also.  The  three  years  since 
their  general  emancipation  have  been  peculiarly  healthy,  except  the  interruption  by  the  intro- 
duction of  the  small-pox.  I  am  nevertheless  inclined  to  tnink  the  number  has  increased,  although 
we  have  had  no  census^  and  are  constantly  without  any  positive  proof  of  the  fact.  I  do  not 
think  the  children  as  well  taken  care  of  as  during  the  state  of  slavery  ;  at  least  all  syste- 
matic arrangements  for  such  a  piirpose  have  been  put  an  end  to  by  the  parents.  They  have 
little  hesitation  to  incur  debt.     The  payment  is  frequently  enforced  by  an  appeal  to  the  law, 

2.  I  do  not  think  the  relations  between  the  peasantry  and  their  employers  are  marked  by 
any  hostility.  The  proprietary  have  made  great  pecuniary  sacrifices  to  improve  and  increase 
it,  in  the  erection  of  cottages  and  other  valuable  indulgences  conceded  to  them,  but  the  influ* 
ence  of  migration,  emigration^  and  other  causes  constantly  interfering  with  the  regular  attend- 
ance of  the  labourer  to  nis  engagements  and  his  duties,  tends  to  interrupt  the  general  harmony 
of  their  relations,  and  not  unfrequently  terminates  by  separation,  as  I  conceive  to  the  pecuniary 
disadvantage  of  both. 

The  general  condition  of  the  tenantry  on  estates  is  both  profitable  and  advantageous  to  the 
tenant,  although  seemingly  at  work  at  reduced  wages.  Tlie  cottage  and  land  enjoyed  by  such 
persons,  with  the  privilege  to  rear  stock,  and  get  sugar  reaped  generally  free  of  rent  or  abatement, 
is  more  than  commensurate  to  any  rate  of  wages  paid  to  non-located  labourers.  This  pecuniary 
sacrifice  is  made  to  the  tenant  under  a  conviction  of  the  necessity  for  a  daily  supply  of  labour, 
and  with  the  view  of  obtaining  it  from  persons  located  on  the  property  and  deriving  these  ad- 
vantages, and  yet  the  intention  is  frustrated  by  motives  and  means  which  the  proprietors  can- 
not always  overcome,  and  by  which  he  sustains  considerable  loss. 

The  labourers  are  very  ambitious  of  possessing  land,  and  some  have  purchased  in  various 
quantity ;  but  as  soon  as  they  become  proprietors,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  they  cease  to  labour 
but  on  their  own  land ;  some  few  limited  hamlets  on  rented  lands  have  been  attempted.  The 
grant  of  the  land  is  made  on  an  express  condition  that  a  certain  amount  of  labour  shall  be 
rendered  the  proprietors  weekly,  and  all  surplus  time  not  required  for  the  cultivation  of  the 
grant,  will  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  allowed  non-located  labourers,  yet  this  does  not  insure  the 
services  of  the  renters  on  the  same  property  from  which  the  grant  is  derived.  This  has  not 
been  an  experiment  of  long  duration  in  many  places  ;  my  impression  is,  that  it  will  prove  a 
failure,  and  I  do  not  think  that  it  was  advisable,  from  an  impression,  early  entertained  by  the 
labouring  population,  and  to  which  many  still  adhere,  that  Her  Majesty's  government  would 
appropriate  a  portion  of  the  land  of  the  proprietors  of  this  island  to  their  use,  independent  of 
any  control  from  the  lawful  owners  of  such  land ;  at  present  the  advantage  is  very  much  in 
keeping  of  the  labourer.  The  avoidance  of  the  local  act  to  regulate  the  *' niring  of  servants,*' 
exonerates  the  labourer  from  any  responsibility  for  quitting  his  service  at  will ;  if  he  has  occu- 
pied a  plot  of  land  and  a  cottage  by  a  parole  agreement,  he  is  protected  against  summary 
ejectment ;  and  if  he  has  due  notice  to  quit,  although  he  may  not  be  a  renter,  his  cultivation  must 
be  appraised  and  paid  for  by  the  proprietor,  although  the  crop  may  not  be  of  a  nature  to  yield 
the  proprietor  the  smallest  benefit  or  pecuniary  recompense ;  yet  a  regular  and  adequate  sup- 
ply of  labour  cannot  be  calculated  on.  The  population  is  abundant,  and  there  are  but  few 
proprietors  who  have  not  an  ample  number  located,  if  their  services  could  be  brought  into 
regular  operation. 

3.  One  new  chapel  and  two  schools  of  the  church  of  England  have  been  established  in  this 
parish  since  the  general  emancipation,  in  1838,  and  a  friendly  society  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  rector  of  the  parish  ;  one  Wesleyan  chapel,  and  a  school  appended ;  these  are 
numerously  attended,  but  the  parents  of  the  children  are  strenuously  opposed  to  anv  attempt 
to  teach  their  children  to  labour  for  subsistence,  and  have  frequently  removed  them  from 
school  in  consequence  of  the  slightest  approach  to  such  an  object. 

4.  The  state  of  cultivation  is  by  no  means  what  it  used  to  be  during  slavery  ;  the  amount  of 
production  has  naturally  diminished  in  consequence,  and  the  scarcity  of  the  necessaries  of  life  dur- 
ing the  past  and  present  year,  prolonged  as  it  has  been  by  protracted  drought,  has  been  produc- 
tive of  great  diflSculty  to  the  humble  classes  of  society.  During  the  apprenticeship  system,  there 
was  a  peculiar  falling-off  in  the  cultivation  of  this  parish  ;  at  the  conclusion  ofit  a  large  number 
of  the  estates  were  in  pasture  and  ruin ;  a  beneficial  change  in  the  appearance  of  cultivation  (by 
extreme  assiduity  and  a  heavy  pecuniary  charge  for  labour)  has  been  effected  since ;  but  I  am  of 
opinion  this  course  cannot  be  persevered  in,  inasmuch  as  if  the  cost  of  production  maintains  a 
disproportion  to  the  relative  profit,  the  failure  of  one  or  two  crops  from  any  adventitious  cause 
will  be  quite  sufficient  to  render  the  proprietor  a  bankrupt,  and  put  a  period  to  his  exerfions.  A 
sufficient  supply  of  labour  can  be  obtained  in  this  parish  so  long  as  you  will  submit  to  receive  it  at 
an  exorbitant  price.  The  wages  of  non-located  labourers  fluctuates  from  a  quarter  of  a  dollar 
or  one  shilling  and  seven-pence-halfpenny  sterling,  to  four  bits  or  two  shillings  and  eight-pence 
sterling,  per  day.  Job  work  is  generally  so  improperly  executed  as  to  interfere  materially  with 
the  adoption  of  it.  The  amount  of  the  crop  which  has  just  been  finished  reaping,  is  greater 
than  that  of  the  preceding  year — little  can  be  said  as  to  any  definite  promise  of  the  ensuing 
one.  We  have  had  nearly  seven  months  of  almost  uninterrupted  drought.  The  preparation 
for  the  young  crop  and  the  planting  of  it  was  effected  in  very  good  season  in  this  parish, — ^its 
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attainment  of  successful  maturity  depends  entirely  on  a  succession  of  the  rains  which  com-      BARBADOS, 
menced  in  July,  and  our  not  being  visited  with  hurricanes.  ^  "^^ 

5.  The  few  experiments  which  have  been  attempted  by  machinery  for  practical  cultivation 
in  this  island,  I  do  not  think  have  realized  the  expectations  of  the  projectors;  nor  do  I  think 
it  probable,  from  the  diversified  nature  of  the  cultivation  and  production  of  this  island,  that 
machinery  can  be  rendered  extensively  applicable ;  experiments  to  this  end  have  been  made 
during  the  period  of  slavery.  Considerable  improvement  has  been  effected  in  the  roads  near 
Bridgetown,  the  capital  of  the  island. 

6.  A  very  large  number  of  the  labouring  population  have  become  hawkers  and  pedlars ; 
bakeries  and  retail  shops  of  every  description  have  sprung  up  on  the  lines  of  the  highway ; 
while  the  desertion  of  labourers,  and  the  high  rate  of  wages,  added  to  the  irregular  manner  of 
rendering  the  labour,  has  led  to  the  adoption  of  foreign  supplies  for  the  subsistence  of  the  popu- 
lation, in  place  of  the  abundance  which  was  originated  by  local  production  when  labourers  were 
under  control.  This  new  stimulus  is  c^nstanUy  augmenting  the  number  of  shopkeejpers,  and 
keeps  the  population  dependent  on  foreign  supply.  The  production  of  the  land  is  diminished 
to  its  proprietors,  and  the  cost  of  living  to  the  labourer  leads  to  increased  desire  to  augment  the 
price  of  wages,  every  advance  of  which  diminishes  the  resources  of  profit  to  the  landowners; 
while  every  class,  from  the  wealthy  importer  to  the  meanest  pedlar,  absorbs  the  wages  of  the 
labourer.  A  permanent  system  of  feeding  all  located  labourers,  in  place  of  large  grants  of  land 
and  the  renting  system,  would  in  my  opinion  effectually  obviate  this  state  of  things,  and  tend 
materially  to  augment  harmony  and  good  will,  between  the  labourers  and  employer,  unsettled 
by  years  of  disputation  on  the  imaginary  existence  of  divided  interests.  The  present  rate  of 
located  labourers,  placed  at  a  discount  of  two  bits  per  week  without  rent  frpm  those  who  do 
labour,  would  I  think  enable  the  proprietor  to  cultivate  the  necessary  supply  of  food  for  his 
labouring  population,  so  as  to  furnish  each  with  daily  rations,  disencumbered  of  any  further 
pecuniary  charge,  and  be  productive  of  increased  aavantage  and  economy  to  the  labourers, 
would  be  a  new  stimulus  to  more  steady  industry,  and  would  not  be  attended  with  the  same 
embarrassments  to  the  proprietor,  either  for  expense  or  otherwise. 

(Signed)  Jabies  S.  Bascom,  Acting  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  4. 

Police  Office,  St.  Joseph,  Aug.  I6th,  1841. 

1.  On  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship,  freedom  dawned  on  the  labouring  population 
of  this  colony  ;  during  the  apprenticeship  system,  there  was  no  semblance  whatever  of  it.  It 
was  a  period  most  unfavourable  to  the  development  of  a  well-defined  social  order ;  parties 
struggling  under  the  greatest  excitement,  the  one  for  the  maintenance  of  power,  the  other  for 
the  eager  possession  of  those  natural  rights  which  they  saw  within  their  grasp. 

This  excitement  has  now  passed  away,  and  comparative  quiet  and  tranquillity  has  suc« 
ceeded. 

Our  population  may  be  seen  settling  themselves  down  in  the  most  fertile  parts  of  the  island 
into  a  contented  and  happy  peasantry.  Emigration  and  its  agents  is  apparently  the  only  in- 
terruption to  this  harmony.  In  their  cottages  tlie  labourers  are  becoming  more  cleanly,  and 
are  evincing  a  greater  disposition  to  comfort  than  they  have  hitherto. 

In  their  lands  they  are  industrious,  and  these  they  turn  to  considerable  profit.  Marriage 
has  been  common,  but  as  they  are  not  sufficiently  impressed  with  the  sanctity  of  this  state,  it 
has  not  yet  been  a  blessing  to  them. 

Plurality  of  concubines  is  still  an  evil  greatly  to  be  complained  of. 

Larcenies  it  is  also  to  be  regretted  are  not  diminishing,  and  on  this  point  they  carry  out  to 
the  full  extent  the  Spartan  principle,  that  the  detection  is  the  only  crime.  Quarrels  and  fights 
amongst  each  other  are  likewise  the  frequent  causes  of  much  litigation. 

The  mortality  in  the  island  is  not  so  great  as  formerly,  and  the  population  is  rapidly 
increasing. 

Proprietors  and  labourers  are  better  understanding  the  duties  of  their  relative  positions. 
The  one  has  become  conciliatory,  whilst  the  other  is  quite  alive  to  the  advantage  which  ap- 
proved conduct  must  insure. 

3.  The  conditions  of  tenancy,  as  they  exist  at  present,  are  I  conceive  inconsistent  in  a  great 
measure  with  the  free  agency  of  the  labourer.  His  action  circumscribed,  the  labourer 
receives  a  house  from  his  employer,  of  which  he  is  to  be  the  tenant  without  rent  so  long  as  he 
ffives  his  continuous  service  to  the  employer ;  but  if  he  be  absent  without  reasonable  cause 
from  his  work,  a  rent  is  charged  for  that  day,  and  in  most  cases  an  exorbitant  rent,  so  as  to 
compel  his  service.  The  labourer  must  submit  to  this  charge,  or  abandon  his  home,  and  with 
it  the  associations  of  his  earlier  life.  They  have  also  a  quarter  of  an  acre  of  land,  for  which 
they  111  most  cases  pay  a  regular  rent,  but  in  some  instances  they  have  it  without  rent,  and  in 
the  event  of  their  beinsr  discharged  from  the  estate,  they  are  either  allowed  to  hold  the  land, 
until  their  crop  is  fit  to  be  reaped,  or  an  appraised  value  of  the  same  is  paid  them.  There  can 
be  little  doubt  but  that  a  system  of  renting  them  their  cottages  would  be  attended  with  most 
beneficial  results,  and  would  contribute  much  to  the  perfection  of  our  free  system.  They  are 
not  much  disposed  to  husband  their  money,  much  of  it  is  spent  in  dissipation  and  unnecessary 
luxuries,  consequently  their  advance  to  independence  is  but  slow. 

The  parish  of  St.  Joseph  is  one  of  the  smallest  in  the  island,  but  it  possesses  its  parish 
church,  and  chapel  of  ease  to  the  same,  at  both  of  which  the  attendance  on  Sunday  is  excel- 
lent. There  are  also  two  national  schools  for  coloured  children,  under  the  superintendence 
of  the  rector,  and  they  are  thriving  establishments,  but  parents  have  not  quite  sufficiently 
availed  themselves  of  the  advantages  they  ofl^er.    The  number  of  small  private  schools  has 
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BARBADOS.  -     been  the  chief  cause  of  this^  on  account  of  their  greater  convenience  to  persons  living  at  a 

-^^^  distance  from  the  national  schools ;  but  the  superionty  of  the  latter  will,  in  time,  be  their  own 

recommendation.     A  friendly  society  has  been  established  for  the  last  three  years,  and  is 

working  well.     Tlie  zeal  of  many  of  the  clergy  in  promoting  the  beet  interests  of  this,  and 

other  institutions,  deserves  the  highest  commendation. 

4.  The  island  still  continues  under  tlie  same  superior  cultivation  for*  wbicb  it  has  lon^^ 
been  famed,  and  with  favourable  weather  may  be  expected  to  return  large  crops.  This  year 
the  drought  has  been  most  oppressive,  and  in  parts  of  the  island  an  inevitable  fiailure  will  be* 
the  consequence. 

The  last  crop  was  estimated  at  17,000  hhds.  of  sugar,  being  very  little  over  half  the  usual 
crop  of  the  island,  and  the  pro'spects  for  the  next  are  not  much  more  favourable.  A  want  of 
labour  is  not  yet  felt,  but  with  better  crops  this  might  be  the  case.  Located  labourers  receive 
lOd.  sterling  per  diem, ^whilst  those  not  living  on  the  estates  receive  Ig*  S(L  sterling. 

5.  However  extravagant  it  would  be  for  a  moment  to  suppose  that  the  manufacture  of 
Muscovado  sugar  is  at  this  moment  conducted  on  the  most  perfect  system,  either  as  regards 
the  labour  employed,  or  in  the  quality  of  the  manufacture,  yet  some  idea  of  this  kind  has 
apparendy  so  engrossed  the  public  mind,  that  no  discovery  of  a  nature  caleulated  to  be  of 
material  benefit,  has  been  made  within  the  last  fifteen  years.  The^  planters,  however,  are 
awaking  from  their  listlessness  and  apathy  on  this  point,  and  are  disposed  to  think  that  much 
may  be  done  by  machinery  as  an  aid  to  manual  labour.  To  this  reaction  we  must  look  for 
beneficial  results.  Many  spirited  agriculturists  have  received  their  orders  from  the  mother 
country,  of  various  implements  for  farming  and  husbandry,  but  nothiag  laying  claim  to  any 
great  merit  as  a  discovery  has  yet  appeared. 

The  plough  is  becoming  more  generally  used,  and  although  tliere  is  not  perhaps  quite  as 
much  land  under  cultivation  as  a  Tew  years  since,  yet  this  is  more  than  compensated  for  by 
the  greater  care  bestowed  on  the  cultivations  generally. 

6.  With  a  population  of  upwards  of  120,000,  confined  within  such  narrow  limitSi 
it  might  naturally  be  supposed  that  there  would  exist  a  very  considerable  internal 
traffic,  but  this  is  not  the  case.  Our  population  is  mainly  dependent  on  supplies  from 
America,  in  the  shape  of  dried  fish,  com,  flour,  biscuits,  rice,  &c.  The  cause  chiefly  contri- 
buting to  this  apparent  anomaly,  is  the  greater  value  the  labourer  derives  from  his  lands  by 
planting  them  in  sugar  canes,  which  are  in  most  cases  manufactured  for  them  into  sugar,  free 
of  cost  on  the  estate  on  which  they  are  located.  With  the  monev  thus  obtained,  as  well  as 
that  resulting  from  their  daily  labour,  they  purchase  American  produce.  About  two-thirds. of 
the  population  live  on  imported  articles.  The  estates  plant  little  else  than  the  sugar  cane, 
which  is  most  remunerating. 

(Signed)  J.  D.  Maycock,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  5. 
Police  Office,  St.  Thomas,  August  2nd,  1841. 

1.  At  the  commencement  of  my  magisterial  duties  in  this  district,  there  was  on  the  part  of 
the  labourers  a  great  disinclination  to  continuous  labour,  but  a  great  alteration  has,  I  think, 
taken  place  for  the  better ;  and  as  soon  as  a  free  rent  system  be  fully  established  and  under- 
stood, I  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  will  settle  down  and  show  no  disposition  to  a  roving 
life.  Neither  is  there  that  disposition  to  quarrelling  and  fighting  which  characterized  their 
former  conduct;  for  instance,  at  the  close  of  the  late  sessions>  it  was  observable  that  not  a 
single  case  was  presented  to  the  Grand  Inquest  as  coming  from  my  district,  which  comprised 
a  period  of  seven  months.  The  rate  of  mortality  is  as  follows,  from  the  cessation  of  the  ap- 
prenticeship, which  was  on  the  1st  August,  1838,  to  1st  August,  1841.  Number  of  baptisms^ 
1,284;  number  of  deaths,  571 ;  emigrated  from  the  district,  to  this  day,  51. 

2.  The  labourers  are  generally  supplied  with  a  good  cottage,  and  a  certain  proportion  of  land 
to  each  of  them  to  plant,  which  they  generally  keep  in  the  highest  state  of  cultivation.  They 
would  be,  no  doubt,  most  happy  to  become  freeholders,  had  they  the  means  to  accomplish  that 
desirable  end,  as  may  be  seen,  by  the  erection  of  a  new  village  near  our  parish  church,  by  the 
legatees  of  Mount  Wilton  Plantation,  under  the  will  of  their  late  master,  Reynold  Alleyne 
EUcocky  Esq. ;  from  whom  was  bequeathed  to  his  labourers  so  large  a  sum  as  7,055/.,  and 
which  sum  they  have  received  since  freedom.  I  do  not  think  the  raising  up  of  this  village  has 
had  any  material  effect  on  the  labour  market,  as  the  labourers  have  not  totally  withdrawn  their 
labour  from  the  estates,  having  been  only  able  to  purchase  small  allotments  of  land,  in  no 
case  exceeding  two  acres,  and  in  many  cases  much  less ;  and  it  may  be  observed  that  this  is 
the  only  instance  which  has  occurred  in  the  island. 

3.  Under  the  head  of  new  institutions,  I  am  happy  to  observe  that  we  have  plenty  of 
churches,  chapels  and  schools,  and  the  accommodation  is  in  all  cases  fully  equal  to  the 
attendance.  The  friendly  society  in  my  district  is  in  a  flourishing  condition,  the  number  of 
contributors  to  it  being  now  over  700  persons. 

4.  The  rate  of  wages  has  much  increased  of  late,  being  now  three  bits  per  diem,  besides  rum, 
molasses,  and  at  times  provisions.  Persons  who  are  sible  to  hire  labour  at  the  high  rate  can 
at  present  procure  plenty,  but  how  long  this  may  continue  to  be  the  case  is  uncertain,  as  the 
labourers  are  fast  quitting  our  shores  for  British  Guiana  and  Trinidad.  We  have  been  visited 
with  a  very  long  and  distressing  drought,  the  seasons  not  commencing  till  the  1st  of  July,  since 
which  period  we  have  had  a  plentiful  supply  of  rain  ;  and  should  it  please  the  all-wise  Disposer 
of  events  to  continue  to  us  his  blessing,  a  fair  crop  may  reasonably  be  anticipated  next  year, 
not  only  of  sugar,  but  of  provisions  generally  ;  for  the  industry  of  the  Barbaaos  planters  and 
labourers  stands  unrivalled  in  the  history  of  the  world. 
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5.  The  plough  is  not  in  general  use  here ;  nor  have  we  any  agricultural  implements  by      BARB4B0S* 
which  manual  labour  can  be  saved,  and  which  is  much  to  be  regretted.  — - 

6.  We  have  an  abundance  of  shops  scattered  throughout  the  district,  for  the  sale  of  wet.  and 
dry  goods;  and  the  labourers  themselves  furnish  the  market  with  lambs,  pigs,  poultry,  &c.,  as 
they  rear  them  in  great  numbers ;  indeed,  it  is  a  matter  of  speculation,  how  they  manage  to 
support  so  many.  (Signed)  J.  Carew,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  6. 

Police  OflSce,  Hole  Town,  July  12th,  1841. 

1.  The  general  character  of  the  peasantry,  considering  the  few  advantages  which  they  pos- 
sessed, and  the  little  opportunity  afforded  for  moral  improvement,  prior  to  their  release  fix)m 
servitude,  is 'remarkably  good.  Their  present  condition,  compared  with  that  of  the  peasantry  of 
England  and  Ireland  is,  I  should  say,  equally  as  good  as  that  of  the  former,  and  by  far  more 
happy  than  that  of  the  latter ;  many  changes  are  to  be  observed  in  their  manners  and  habits*— 
their  taste  for  the  hncm*ies  and  comforts  of  life  has  amazingly  increased.  In  their  dress  and 
in  their  food  they  are  inclined  to  be  extravagant,  and  all  that  is  available  is  invariably  employed 
in  the  gratification  of  it.  The  rate  of  mortality,  I  think,  is  on  the  decrease.  As  regards  the 
nature  and  frequency  of  offences,  I  can  report  no  decided  alteration  that  has  lately  taken  place; 
although,  on  the  aggregate,  I  conskler  that  it  has  considerably  diminished  since  the  ap- 
prenticeship. 

2.  The  good  understanding  between  proprietor  and  labourer,  so  essentially  necessary  to  the 
new  system,  has  been  gradually  on  the  increase.  The  fact  of  their  interests  being  closely  con- 
nected, and  in  a  measure  dependent  on  each  other,  is  now  better  understood,  and  a  lastiiig 
benefit  must  result.  The  old  system  of  giving  a  house  to  the  labourer,  free  of  rent,  and  occa- 
sionally for  misconduct  or  other  causes  charging  them  rent,  bids  fair  to  be  superseded  by 
renting  them  houses  at  a  fixed  rate,  and  leaving  them  free  to  cany  their  labour  to  the  best 
market ;  the  most  decided  beneficial  effect  has  resulted  on  every  property  where  this  has  been 
carried  into  operation.  Many  of  the  peasantry  have  purcfaasea  small  lots  of  land,  but  few  or 
none  have  bought  sufficient  to  make  them  (in  a  legal  point  of  view)  freeholders,  the  qualifica- 
tion being  ten  acres ;  it  was  at  first  supposed  that  this  would  have  diminished  the  supply «f 
labour  for  the  st«ple  produce  of  the  island,  but  as  yet  I  cannot  say  I  have  experience  any 
ill  effects. 

3.  There  have  ^>een'several  new  institutiotis-^^hapels  and  schools,  affording  ample  accom- 
modation ;  atKi  a  friendly  society  daily  increasing,  and  in  a  prosperous  condition ;  there  are  no 
savings'  bank«. 

4.  The  present  state  of  cultivation  is  very  good  in  this  parish.  The  supply  of  labour  is,  I 
think,  adequate  to  maintain  it ;  the  rate  of  wages  varies  from  two  to  three  bits  per  diem,  or 
from  lOd.  to  1^.  Sd.  sterling.  The  produce  of  the  last  crop  was  very  short,  but  the  present 
prospect  for  the  next  is  remarkably  good — the  weather  down  to  the  end  of  J«uie  was  very  mi- 
propitious,  but  we  have  had  a  great  change  for  the  better  this  moatii. 

5.  There  have  been  no  improvements  or  disooveries  in  uMohinery  that  I  have  \men 
able  to  hear  of. 

6.  There  is  an  extensive  trafiic  carried  on  by  the  labourers,  in  carrying  their  provisions, 
poultry,  stock,  &c.  to  town,  disposing  of  it  for  money,  aiul  purchasing  largely  of  American 
produce  ;  the  large  importations  of  which  has  caused  great  reductions  in  price. 

(Signed)  Francis  Thornhill,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  7. 

Police  Office,  St.  George,  August  1841. 

1.  I  have  not  observed  any  material  changes  in  the  manners,  habits,  or  ewtes,  nor  in  the 
rate  of  mortality  of  the  peasantry  in  this  parish,  since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticesMp , 
but  offences  in  their  nature  and  frequency  have  greatly  decreased. 

2.  The  conditions  of  tenancy  on  estates,  between  the  peasantry  and  the  proprietors,  ramahi 
steady  :  the  peasantry  being  supplied  by  the  proprietors  with  lodging,  with  or  witiioiit  a  spol«>f 
cultivable  land  upon  the  estates  on  which  they  may  engage  to  work,  upon  the  terms  of  working 
four  or  five  days  weekly,  besides  the  daily  rate  of  wages  payable  in  money,  weekly  or  monthly, 
according  to  contract  between  the  parties. 

I  do  not  know  of  the  establishment  of  any  labourer  as  a  freeholder  in  this  parish ;  but  a  fow 
of  them  have  become  leaseholders  for  short  terms  of  years,  since  the  dissolution  of  the  appren- 
ticeship. A  few  new  hamlets  have  risen  up,  detached  from  plantation  lands.  Bach  estate 
constitutes  a  populous  village.  The  supply  of  labour  for  the  ciQtivation  of  the  staple  produce 
of  the  colony  has  not  been  moved  by  the  before  mentioned  changes. 

3.  There  is  a  parish  church  and  two  chapelries,  besides  three  schools  and  two  friendly 
societies  in  this  parish. 

4.  I  have  heard  no  complaints  of  want  of  labour  since  the  last  «rop  on  the  estat-es,  notwilb- 
standing  the  great  increase  of  emigration  of  labourers  from  this  to  the  neighbouring  ooloniae. 
The  rate  of  wages  is  from  two  to  three  bits  a  day.  The  produce  of  the  last  crop  was  small 
in  this  parish,  and  the  promise  of  the  next  very  precarious  in  parts  of  the  parish,  although  the 
weather  has  been  favourable  since  the  beginning  of  July. 
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BARBADOS.  ^*  I  ^^^^  ^^^  observed  any  new  machine  whereby  labour  b  saved^  nor  any  improved 

-: —  method  of  cultivation,  nor  any  new  manufiacture  in  this  parish. 

6.    The  sort  of  goods  most  in  demand  in  this  parish  are  those  required  for  food  and 
raiment. 

(Signed)  Wm.  Griffith,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  8. 
Police  Office,  St.  Michael,  Rural  District,  July  26th,  1841. 

1.  In  adverting  to  the  character  of  the  peasantry  of  this  country,  many  circumstances  must 
be  taken  into  consideration ;  we  must  remember  that  few  years  have  elapsed  since  slavery  has 
ceased  to  exist,  and  not  three  years  since  the  apprenticeship  system  has  terminated.  I  can 
scarcely  think  any  one  could  be  found,  who  would  attempt  to  maintain  that  the  former  was 
calculated  to  raise  either  their  moral,  religious,  or  political  character ;  or  that  the  latter  was 
in  any  way  more  conducivcto  those  ends.  Nevertheless,  a  gradual  but  sure  and  certain  change, 
had  been  going  on  for  the  last  many  years,  arising  from  an  anxious  desire  on  the  part  of  many 
proprietors,  to  afTord  them  instruction,  and  from  the  indefatigable  zeal  of  our  excellent  bishop 
and  his  clergy,  in  seconding  those  views.  I  date  from  the  abolition  of  the  Sunday  market,  a 

Sreat  change  for  the  better  in  their  character ;  and  I  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  taken  as  a  body, 
le  character  of  the  Barbados  peasantry,  considering  all  the  disadvantages  they  so  long 
laboured  under,  will  stand  the  test  with  most  others  in  Her  Majesty's  dominions.  As  respects 
their  condition,  I  know  of  none  who  have  so  many  opportunities  of  living  happily  and  con- 
tented as  they  have,  residing  in  a  healthy  climate,  with  a  good  cottage,  and  a  small  spot  of 
ground  to  cultivate,  their  children  instructed,  and  their  wages  regularly  paid  them,  a  ready 
sale  for  their  stock  and  provisions,  and  but  a  short  distance  to  travel  for  any  articles  they  may 
require ;  religious  instruction  afforded  them  at  the  many  chapels,  besides  that  given  on  many 
estates,  and  medical  attendance  easily  obtained :  these,  with  many  others,  are  the  blessings  tliey 
enjoy.  *'  Since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship,"  1  consider  that  their  manners  and 
habits  have  improved ;  they  evince  on  every  occasion  a  great  love  of  dress,  and  a  desire  for  the 
luxuries  of  the  table  ;  marriages  have  increased,  and  their  children  are  baptized  as  soon  after 
they  are  born  as  possible.  With  regard  to  the  rate  of  mortality,  putting  aside  the  loss  of  life 
occasioned  by  the  small-pox  during  the  last  year,  I  do  not  consider  that  any  increase  has  taken 
place,  and  offences  are  certainly  decreasing,  the  generality  of  complaints  being  chiefly  for  petty 
assaults  and  small  debts. 

2.  The  relation  between  the  peasantry  and  the  proprietors  in  this  parish  is  certainly  good.  I 
scarcely  ever  receive  a  complaint  from  either  party  against  the  other.  As  respects  the  tenancy 
on  estates,  no  very  positive  opinion  can  be  given ;  on  some  scarcely  a  single  labourer  has 

r'tted ;  on  others,  whore  the  cottages  have  been  made  most  comfortable,  there  is  a  continual 
nge.  This  is  attributable  to  many  causes,  often  to  the  character  of  the  old  labourers  on  the 
estates,  and  often  as  must  be  admitted,  to  the  system  of  management.  This  evil  will,  in  time,  I 
hope  find  its  own  cure,  and  I  consider  one  of  the  most  effectual  means  will  be  for  the 
proprietors  to  rent  the  labourer  his  cottage,  allowing  him  to  choose  his  own  place  of  work.  I 
have  always  endeavoured  to  inculcate  this  opinion  on  the  proprietors,  and  in  many  instances 
in  this  parish,  the  plan  has  been  tried  with  success.  Little  progress  has  been  made  by  the 
labourers  in  establishing  themselves  as  freeholders,  not  from  any  disinclination  on  their  parts 
to  become  so,  but  circumstanced  as  our  island  is,  there  is  little  probability  of  any  very  great 
number  being  able  in  the  rural  districts  to  obtain  freeholds.  The  reason  is  obvious;  there  is  not 
in  the  whole  island  a  spot  of  waste  land  fit  for  cultivation,  and  as  the  land  is  principally 
divided  into  estates,  the  proprietors  are  not  likely  to  sell  off  small  lots  for  that  purpose  ;  and 
there  being  no  public  lands  available,  it  is  plain  that  freeholds  to  any  extent  cannot  be 
established  in  the  country  ;  in  the  to\^Ti  however  they  are  greatly  increasing.  In  this  parisli 
new  villages  are  daily  rising  up,  particularly  in  the  suburbs  of  the  town,  and  when  the  new 
"  Franchise  Bill "  receives  the  Queen  s  assent,  many  new  freeholds  will  be  formed.  I  do  not 
consider  that  in  this  parish  any  diminution  of  labour  for  the  cultivation  of  the  staple  produce 
of  the  island  has  taken  place  in  consequence  of  these  changes,  as  the  parties  come  almost 
exclusively  from  the  distant  parishes. 

3.  In  the  rural  district  of  this  parish  there  are  four  lay  chapels  with  schools  attached, 
besides  several  small  schools.  No  savings'  banks  have  been  established,  but  friendly  societies 
are  increasing  rapidly ;  to  each  of  the  chapels  one  is  attached,  and  also  can  boast  of  a  consi- 
derable number  of  subscribers.  These  institutions  are  much  better  calculated  to  suit  the  state 
of  society  amongst  our  peasantry  than  the  other  would  be ;  they  not  only  teach  them  frugal 
habits,  but  they  keep  a  strict  watch  on  their  moral  and  religious  character,  and  I  find  in  very 
few  instances  that  members  of  those  societies  are  even  complained  against  at  the  magistrates' 
office.  Our  late  beloved  and  lamented  Governor,  Sir  Evan  J.  M.  Macgregor,  took  in  those 
societies  (as  in  every  other  institution  in  this  island)  a  great  interest. 

4.  The  state  of  cultivation  is  excellent,  and  the  prospect  at  this  time  good ;  the  supply  of 
labour  in  this  parish  abundant;  the  rate  of  wages  generally  from  two  bits  to  a  quarter  dollar,  or 
from  lOd.  to  1*.  sterling,  per  diem ;  it  is  often  however  1^.  3d.,  and  sometimes  more.  The  last 
crop  averaged  between  17  and  18  thousand  hogsheads;  the  promise  of  the  next  crop  at  this 
time  is  fair,  and  we  have  had  a  very  seasonable  month,  but  it  is  impossible  at  this  season  of  the 
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not  been  for  the  great  supply  of  food  from  the  '^  Umted  States'*  mat  want  would  have  been       BARBADOS, 
experienced  by  aU  classes  of  the  community,  and  particularly  by  the  labourers.  *"""" 

5.  There  are  few  or  no  improvements,  ordiscoveries,  either  in  cultivation  or  machinery;  the 
plough  is  coming  now  into  use,  and  appears  to  answer  well  in  some  situations ;  the  cultivation 
of  the  cane  however  admits  of  very  little  machinery  being  used. 

6.  The  state  of  internal  traffic  is  very  good^  and  has  been  particularly  so  during  the  lons^ 
drought  that  has  prevailed ;  the  articles  most  in  demand  are  com,  meal,  rice,  flour,  salt  fish,  and 
such  like— this  traffic  is  carried  on  principally  by  small  shopkeepers  who  are  scattered  about 
in  every  direction  throughout  the  country. 

(Signed)  J.  W.  Spbnceb,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  9. 

Police  Office,  St.  John,  August  12,  184L 

1.  The  habits  and  condition  of  the  peasantry  have  been  undergoing  gradual  changes  and 
alterations,  dependent  on  the  various  causes  which  have  affected  that  class  since  the  dissolution 
of  apprenticeship.  Entire  emancipation  found  them  strongly  attached  to  the  island,  and  the 
plantations  on  uniich  the^  were  bound  and  brought  up,  simple  in  their  tastes,  having  hitherto 
Deen  wholly  provided  with  food  and  clothing  at  the  discretion  of  their  masters,  and  limited  to 
the  lowest  degree,  in  their  ideas  of  speculation.  The  unrestrained  exercise  which  they  now 
possess  of  their  inclination  and  judgment  in  all  matters  respecting  their  interests — the  full 
power  of  opposing,  to  the  utmost  extent,  all  unreasonable  employers  and  landlords — ^the 
ready  means  of  duding  unjust  monopolies  at  home,  by  reason  of  the  immense  facilities  to 
emigration,  afforded  them  by  the  neighbouring  colonies — aided  by  the  almost  total  exemption 
from  the  burthen  of  maintaining  their  sick  and  aged  relatives  and  children,  which  is  usually 
so  oppressive  to  the  lower  class  in  countries  where  the  staple  commodity  does  not  bear  such  a 
disproportioned  value  to  the  necessaries  of  life — have  all  conduced  to  place  the  labourers  in  a 
state  of  extraordinary  freedom  from  controul,  and  have  rendered  them  unsettled,  improvident, 
and  extravagant  in  their  dress  and  habits  of  livinj^.  They  are  credulous  in  the  extreme ;  when 
their  employers  are  not  a  party  concerned,  they  view  that  class  with  the  greatest  suspicion. 

According  to  the  imperfect  estimate  that  can  be  made  in  the  absence  of  the  correct  census  ot 
the  population,  there  appears  to  have  been  a  slight  decrease  in  the  rate  of  mortality,  the  last 
three  years  shewing  an  average  of  nearly  three  per  cent,  while  during  apprenticeship,  and  the 
last  few  years  of  slavery,  it  was  estimated  at  three  and  half  per  cent. 

The  offences  which  come  before  the  police  magistrate,  are  chiefly  confined  to  matters  of 
dispute  between  the  labourers  themselves,  of  the  nature  of  petty  assaults  and  debts ;  there  has 
bemi  Skgreat  increase  of  such  cases. 

2.  liie  conditions  of  tenancy  on  the  estates  appear  to  be  gradually  improving.  The 
landlord  has  been  taught  the  impolicy,  as  well  as  impossibility,  of  attempting  to  retain  their 
labourers  under  the  restrictions  which  were  in  the  first  instance  adoptea,  and  which  indeed 
still  exist  to  a  very  great  extent.  The  more  effective  labourer  have,  however,  for  the  most 
part  detached  themselves  from  individual  estates,  and  formed  themselves  into  independent 
jobbing  gangs ;  making  thereby  a  market  for  labour  depending  alone  on  the  seasons,  and 
other  local  circumstances ;  while  the  less  effective  labourers  remaining  on  estates,  under  the 
implied  contract  to  work  five  days  per  week,  at  a  fixed  rate  of  wages,  and  in  default  subject  to 
exorbitant  rent  charges,  are  generally  diminishing  in  their  numbers.  This  class  afford 
lodging  to  the  former.  But  while  this  state  of  mings  generally  prevails,  there  are  many 
instances  where  estates  are  conducted  on  a  more  literal  scale,  and  the  advantages  to  the 
attached  labourer,  in  land  rent  free,  &c.,  are  so  great,  as  to  render  the  aforementioned 
restriction  but  little  oppressive.  There  is  also  growing  out  of  these  several  causes  a  system  of 
land  rent,  independent  of  the  requisition  of  labour ;  and  on  this  footing  alone,  can  employers 
expert  a  settled  and  continuous  labour  system. 

There  are  many  individual  circumstances  of  persons  of  that  class  becoming  freeholders,  but 
from  the  high  price  of  land  hitherto,  and  their  improvident  habits,  they  have  been  less  frequent 
than  may  mye  heeaa,  expected. 

The  growth  of  new  hamlets  or  villages  has  been  very  slight,  from  the  causes  just  stated  as 
affecting  the  attainment  of  freeholds ;  but  when  estates  rent  die  labourers  their  cottages  and 
land  free  of  the  restrictions  on  account  of  labour,  they  may  be  considered  to  constitute  new 
villages ;  and  I  should  imagine,  that  under  certain  hmitations  as  to  the  quantity  of  land 
allotted  them,  the  free  villagii  system  will  not  at  all  decrease  the  supply  of  labour  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  staple  commodity. 

3.  Chapel  schools  have  been  established  under  the  direction  of  the  clergy,  and  many  petty 
schools  have  risen  up  for  the  instruction  of  the  chiklren  of  labourers  in  the  first  rudiments  of 
learning.     Friendly  societies  exist,  and  are  of  great  benefit  to  the  labouring  population. 

4.  The  supply  of  labour  has  been  always  equal  to  the  demand,  but  frequently  only  to  be 
obtsdned  by  an  increase  in  the  ordinary  rates  of  wages,  owing  to  the  great  competition  among 
planters.  The  rate  of  wages  for  what  is  considered  one  day's  labour,  may  be  stated  to  be 
equal  to  It.  3d.  sterling,  when  the  advantages  of  house  and.  land  are  not  thrown  in ;  but 
laoourers  frequently  earn  2$.  Id.  per  day. 

The  produce  exported  of  the  last  crop  reached  17,000  hogsheads;  and  from  the  present 
prospect,  the  next  crop  will  not  exceed  that,  in  consequence  of  the  unprecedented  dry  weather 
whicn  has  prevailed  during  the  last  six  months.  However,  from  the  backward  growth  of  the 
plants,  the  nature  of  the  ensuing  season  will  materially  influence  the  product 

5.  Machinery  has  been  lately  introduced  by  Mr.  Heath,  an  enlightened  proprietor  of  the 
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1«  PAPMtS  RRLATIVB  TO  THE 

BftJtMDOS.  iiimd,  far  the  remcmd  «f  the  eJHifaawBd  canes  fnm  the  miHs;  and  vtmAhmy  hw  been 
-^—  adopted  in  the  boiling  houses  for  making  one  fiiraace  elect  what  required  three  under  the  old 

syslem,  beridee  other  minor  inaprovemenls  in  the  cane  milb,  ftc. 

Ploughs  are  also  coming  more  into  use.  The  system  of  agncnhure  is  likemse  underfoi^ 
great  improvements,  having  for  its  primary  object  the  saving  of  labour.  The  improvement 
consists  chiefly  in  curtailing  the  number  of  acres  of  land  planted,  by  high  manurii^  and  ratioon- 
ing,  but  on  account  of  the  peculiar  constitution  of  thecohmy,  its  numerous  proprietors  being 
menof  small  capital  and  carrying  on  cultivation  on  a  limited  seale/maehineij  cannot  atpresettt 
supersede  manual  labour  in  a  very  great  degree.  Hence  the  prosperity  of  this  colony  muA 
depend  on  a  large  population. 

6.  Wages  being  almost  entirely  paid  in  money,  the  internal  traffic  of  the  island  has  increased 
surprisingly.  The  goods  most  in  demand  are  American  provisions,  such  as  com,  meal,  rice, 
flour,  biscuits,  and  salt  meats  ;  English  potat)oes,  hams,  and  malt.  Cotton  goods  are  chiefly 
used  by  the  peasantry  for  their  every  day  wear,  while  the  articles  of  the  finest  manufacture  in 
the  English  market,  as  silks  and  fine  woollens,  they  do  not  consider  too  expensive  for  their 
apparri  on  occasions  of  festivity  and  display. 

(Signed)  H.  Pilgrim,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  10. 

Police  Office,  St  Philip,  August  I84I. 

1.  The  general  character  and  condition  of  our  peasantry,  are  much  improved  since  the 
dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship ;  inasmuch  as  they  are  more  refi;ular  in  their  daily  avoca- 
tions and  manners,  and  much  more  so  in  their  general  attires.  The  offences  committed  by 
them  are  much  in  the  same  proportion  as  heretofore,  and  chiefly  confined  to  assaults  and 
batteries  and  petty  thefts. 

2.  The  rdations  between  the  peasantry  are  not  yet  reciprocal,  but  improving  daUy ;  this 
still  exists,  without  doubt,  from  the  system  pursued  by  the  planters,  in  exacting  a  certain  charge 
by  way  of  rent  for  each  absent  day,  from  labour,  which  naturally  savours  of  compulsion  and 
coercive  means  by  way  of  exacting  continuous  labour;  and  in  my  opinion  as  long  as  such  is 
continued,  there  will  be  invariably  a  disinclination  on  the  part  of  the  peasantry  to  settle  them- 
selves down,  and  feel  contented  with  their  condition.  Prom  these  causes,  they  are  now  quitting 
the  estates,  and  renting  lands  from  the  minor  places  at  an  extravagant  rate ;  which  they  can 
never  pay  for,  and  are  thus  driven  to  seek  employment  in  other  islands  by  emigration.  I  know 
of  no  freeholders  among  them.  There  have  neen  a  few  hamlets  erected  lately.  I  may 
say  that  every  estate  has  its  own  village,  and  very  populous.  The  supply  of  labour  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  staple  produce  is  quite  sufficient. 

3.  There  are  five  places  of  worship  in  this  parish,  namely,  "one  church,"  "four  chapelries," 
and  several  "schools.*'     No  "savings'  banks/'  and  but  one  "benefit  society." 

4.  The  state  of  cultivation  in  this  parish  is  beautiful,  but  I  am  sorry  to  add,  that  the 
prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  are  bad,  owing  entirely  to  the  very  great  drought  experienced 
for  the  last  ton  months;  as  I  have  already  stated,  the  supply  of  labour  is  abundant,  and  the  rate 
of  wages  varying  from  20  to  30  cents  per  day.  The  produce  of  the  last  crop  was  very  small 
compared  with  the  previous  years,  and  the  weather  still  continues  precarious. 

5.  There  have  been  no  inventions  of  machinery,  that  I  am  aware  of.  I  have,  however,  to 
remark,  that  the  plough  is  now  becoming  more  generally  used,  and  that  the  opinion  which 
formerly  existed  among  a  great  proportion  of  the  planters,  "  of  its  inefficiency  in  turning  up 
the  soil,  and  of  its  bein^  injurious,"  is  now  totally  eradicated. 

6.  The  internal  traflSc  of  the  labourers  is  chiefly  in  huckstering,  and  the  goods  most  in 
demand  relate  to  the  luxuries  of  life  in  food  and  clothing,  which  have  increased  to  a  great 
degree  since  their  freedom. 

(Signed)  P.  L.  Applewhaite,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  11. 

Police  Office,  Christ  Cheroh,  August  184L 

1.  The  peasantry  of  this  parish  conduct  themselves  generally  in  a  satisfSsictory  manner. 
They  rcrard  the  authorities  and  laws  with  a  degree  of  respect  alike  creditable  to  themselves, 
and  conducive  to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  parish. 

^  They  have  become  more  intelligent,  and  have  greatly  improved  in  their  manners  and  habits 
mmoe  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship ;  I  do  not  think  mortality  has  increased  amongst 
them.  The  offences  brought  under  my  notice  are  chiefly  petty  thefts  and  breaches  of  the 
peace,  but  these  are  becoming  less  frequent. 

2.  In  general  there  is  a  good  understanding  between  the  peasantry  and  the  pr(q)rietors ;  the 
former  are  furnished  with  comfortable  cottages  at  the  estates  on  which  they  are  located,  and  a 
spot  of  land  (about  a  quarter  of  an  acre)  rent  free,  as  a  retainer,  when  required,  for  the  regidar 
and  continuous  labour  on  the  estates,  so  that  every  estate  has  its  own  village ;  but  die-  peasantry 
evince  an  anxious  and  laudable  desire  to  become  independent  in  their  domestic  establishment, 
aad  all  who  can  afford  to  erect  their  own  cottages  prefer  doing  so  on  lands  which  they  rent  for 
that  purpose,  and  in  many  instances  they  have  become  owners  of  small  spots  of  land  purchased 
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form  aa  epinmi  em  fmmng  wtmK  1  think  k  would  be  to  the  interests  of  the  planters,  «s     BARBAB08* 

teadiaf  to  hamuuiiae  the  feelings,  and  allay  the  jealousies  of  the  peasantry »  would  they  -***. 

umultaneously  abandon  the  rent  free  retainer  system,  charge  regular  rent  for  ttie  cottages,  and 

fermit  the  tenants  to  dispose  of  their  labour  as  they  may  think  (proper)  best;  instead  of 

diarging  them  rent  (accoroing  to  the  present  cottage  plan)  for  the  days  omy  they  absent  them^ 

selves,  and  work  elsewhere  without  leave;  this  plan  imposes  on  tenants  a  degree  of  restraint 

reminding  them  of  the  bye-gone  days  of  slavery,  which  they  are.naturally  very  anxious  to  get 

rid  of,  and  I  am  confident  it  would  be  to  the  interest  and  mutual  advantage  of  both  parties  were 

it  absolutely  and  for  ever  abolished. 

3.  In  tms  parish  there  are  a  church,  four  chapels,  and  seven  public  schools  in  full  opeca**. 
tion ;  and  also  several  benefit  or  friendly  societies. 

4.  There  is  no  want  of  labour ;  the  rate  of  wages,  out  of  crop,  to  labourers  living  rent  free  is 
twenty  cents  per  day  for  those  of  the  first  class,  and  the  other  classes  in  proportion;  in  the  crop 
season,  cane  cutters  are  paid  twenty-five  cents  per  day,  and  manu&cturers  thirty  cents.  FVom 
the  severe  drought  of  the  last  and  present  year,  the  crop  just  reaped  was  very  small,  but  the 
actual  quantity  cannot  be  ascertained  until  the  month  of  February  next,  when  the  proprietors 
of  estates,  as  required  by  law,  return  to  the  churchwarden  the  quantity  produced,  with  the 
view  to  taxation  m  aid  of  repairing  public  roads.  The  prospects  of  the  next  crop  are  rather 
discouraging,  owing  to  the  long  continuation  of  drought. 

5.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  new  machine  bein^  in  use  in  this  parish  by  which  labour  is  saved, 
but  the  method  of  cultivation  has  much  improved  on  many  estates.    No  new  manufacture  in  use. 

6.  The  huckstering  business  is  carried  on  to  a  great  extent  in  dry  goods  and  provisions, 
being  the  articles  most  in  demand. 

(Signed)  Joseph  P.  Evelyn,  Police  Magistrate. 


No.  12. 

Police  Office,  Bridge  Town,  July  2l8t,  1841. 

1.  The  peasantry  of  this  district  have  improved  in  habits  of  civilization;  they  are  more 
inclined  than  formerly  to  work  for  fair  wages ;  they  appear  generally  speaking  contented  and 
comfortable ;  they  live  more  luxuriously,  but  it  is  a  crying  evil  that  they  will  not  bring  up  their 
children  to  any  rational  pursuit ;  and  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  the  mortality  among  the 
children  is  greater  than  when  they  were  in  a  state  of  slavery  or  apprenticeship.  Criminal 
offences  are  of  rarer  occurrence,  and  we  consider  that  crime  has  diminished. 

2.  There  seems  at  present  a  revival  of  confidence  between  the  proprietors  of  the  soil  and 
the  peasantry  ;  the  system  of  tenancy  is  still  unsettled,  but  the  planters  are  wisely  considering 
this  important  measure,  and  we  trust  ere  long  the  labourers  will  be  settled  in  their  domicile 
under  a  mild  system  of  rent ;  at  present  they  may  be  ejected  under  certain  circumstances  in  a 
summary  manner,  but  this  can  only  be  done  under  the  sanction  and  direction  of  the  magistrate. 

This  country,  unUke  the  sister  colonies,  has  no  waste  lands;  so  great  is  the  population,  that 
every  inch  of  arable  land  is  planted  with  industry  and  care,  so  that  there  is  scarce  an  opportu* 
mty  for  small  freeholds  to  be  obtained,  or  new  villages  or  hamlets  to  be  established  in  the- 
interior.  The  island  is  so  small  that  those  persons  wno  wish  to  exchange  agricultural  pursuits, 
for  trade,  resort  to  Bridge  Town  (the  capital),  which  is  getting  more  extended  every  day,  and 
new  villages  in  the  suburbs  are  rapidly  rising. 

3.  There  is  in  this  town  the  cathedral  and  two  large  chapels  for  protestant  worship,  and  in 
the  rural  part  of  the  district  four  chapels,  which  are  usually  well  attended  ;  we  should 
there  is  full  accommodation  therein  for  all  religiously  disposed  persons ;  there  are  four  Mico 
charity  schools  for  infants ;  one  large  school,  besides  many  minor  ones,  for  the  coloured  popula- 
tion ;  one  charity  school,  called  the  free  school,  for  the  admission  of  all  classes ;  one  male,  and 
one  female  central  school  for  the  education  of  the  poorer  classes  of  whites ;  besides  two 
dispensaries,  where  food  is  issued  gratis  and  indiscriminately  to  the  poor  of  all  classes ;  and 
several  benefit  societies  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  clergy  :  these  latter  are  chiefly - 
for  the  benefit  of  the  labourers  and  coloured  class,  who  subscribe  each  person  a  small  sum,, 
either  weekly,  monthly,  or  annually,  which  ensures  them  in  sickness,  care,  food  and  attention.. 
There  are  no  savings*  banks  at  present  established. 

4.  We  regret  to  state  that  in  general  the  prospects  of  cultivation  are  bad,  owing  entirely  to  a 
very  long  and  severe  drought,  under  which  the  island  has  suffered  the  last  two  years,  but  m  this 
parish  the  prospects  are  more  cheering,  and  having  in  all  this  month  (July)  been  blessed  with 
fine  rains,  wethmk  if  they  continue  that  a  good  crop  may  still  be  expected  in  1842.  There  is 
a  good  supply  of  labour ;  the  wages  vary  from  1*.  3rf.  currency,  to  3*.  1^.,  which  latter  sum  is 
frequently  obtained  in  crop  time.  The  produce  of  the  crop  (that  is  of  the  year  1840)  was 
about  14,000  hogsheads;  the  present  year  will  exceed  17,000.  Tlie  weather  is  now  favour- 
able, and  we  should  say  the  seasons  may  fairly  be  considered  to  have  set  in. 

5.  No  new  improvements  or  discoveries  have  been  made ;  the  plough  is  sometimes  used  in 
aid  of  manual  labour. 

6.  Whenever  a  spot  of  land  can  be  obtained  near  any  populous  road,  small  hucksters'  shops 
invariably  shew  themselves ;  where  is  vended  American  provisions,  nim,  brandy,  gin,  and 
inferior  wine;  articles  tor  clothing,  such  as  calicoes,  muslins,  shoes,  hats,  and  stockings.  There 
is  a  great  inclination  on  the  part  of  the  peasantry  to  obtain  luxuries  in  eating  and  drinking, 
and  fine  clothes. 

(Signed)  C.  H.  Moore,    ] 

(True  Copies)  R.  Hendy,  J  P.M. 


Felix  Bedingfeld,  Private  Secretary.  C.  Gill, 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 


BARBADOS.       Sir, 


Por  Letter  30th 
September,  1839, 
vide  Paper  relative 
to  the  West  Indies, 
1S40,  Part  2,  Bar- 
badof,  page  51. 


Assistant  Court  of  Appeal^  23rd  September^  1841. 

We  had  the  honour,  oh  the  15th  instant,  to  receive  your  letter  of  that  date,  forwarding  to 
us,  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor's  desire,  answers  from  the  several  police  magistrates,  to 
certain  questions  prepared  and  submitted  to  those  functionaries,  in  obedience  to  orders  received 
from  the  the  Right  Honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  and  conveying  to  us 
His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Govemor*s  request  to  forward  our  report  thereon  at  our  earliest 
convenience. 

Having  so  fully  dilated  in  our  several  previous  reports  upon  tbe  labouring  class  of  this 
island,  respectively  dated  the  6th  and  20th  April,  the  30th  September,  and  15th  November, 
1839,  and  the  1st  August,  1840,  we  do  not  discover,  after  a  careful  perusal  and  consideration 
of  the  documents  now  before  us,  any  new  subject  of  agricultural  interest  upon  which  we  have 
not  previously  fully  expressed  our  sentiments,  and  which  remain  unchanged. 

An  increase  of  several  places  of  public  worship  have  been  completed  since  our  last  report, 
and  which  are  detailed  in  the  answers  of  the  several  police  magistrates  on  this  head.  So 
far  as  our  knowledge  and  information  goes,  no  machinery  has  been  introduced,  with  the  excep- 
tion  of  the  plough,  which  has  lately  been  in  operation  in  several  parishes  of  this  island  to  a 
considerable  extent. 

It  will  be  seen,  on  reference  to  the  police  ma^strates*  replies,  that  the  principal  traffic 
carried  on  by  the  lately  emancipated  peasantry,  is  in  American  produce,  dry  goods,  and  sale 
of  island  provision ;  and  to  our  knowledge,  small  hucksters'  shops  for  the  vending  of  tbese 
articles  are  greatly  on  the  increase  in  all  parts  of  the  island. 

There  is,  however,  one  point  adverted  to  in  our  communication,  dated  30th  September, 
1839,  on  which,  for  reasons  therein  stated,  we  ventured  to  record  our  opinion  as  follows : — 
"Thirteen  months  have  now  elapsed  since  the  enjoyment  of  unrestricted  freedom  in  this 
colony,  and  as  the  experience  of  this  period  of  time  has  exhibited  a  practical  failure  in  the 
working  of  the  system  of  gratuitous  rents  for  house  and  land,  as  a  means  of  confirming  the 
labourer  in  one  locality,  or  of  ensuring  his  permanent  services  on  the  estate  on  which  he  is 
domiciled,  we  are  strongly  of  opinion  that  if  the  plan  of  renting;  upon  a  liberal  scale  were  to 
become  prevalent,  the  most  successful  results  might  confidently  be  anticipated  from  the  expe- 
riment. Sudden  ejectment  could  not,  under  the  system,  be  enforced ;  and  the  present  fruit- 
ful source  of  complaint  between  employer  and  labourer,  springing  from  the  jealousy  with 
which  the  former  regards  the  transfer  of  the  services  of  the  latter  to  a  neighbouring  plantati<»i, 
would  gradually  disappear  under  the  salutary  operation  of  a  contract  law,  and  be  succeeded 
by  one  uniform  system  of  continuous  labour  upon  the  respective  properties  of  this  island." 

As  we  now  perceive,  on  reference  to  the  police  magistrates'  reports,  that  several  of  those 
gentlemen  have  therein  strongly  advocated  the  adoption  of  the  system  we  then,  so  long  ago 
recommended,  and  as  they  further  bear  testimony  to  the  fact,  that  on  estates  where  the  plan 
has  been  pursued  it  has  been  attended  with  success,  and  the  most  beneficial  results,  we  feel 
the  more  strongly  impressed  with  the  gratifying  assurance,  that  the  views  we  then  entertained 
on  this  point  were  correct ;  and  we  trust  that  at  no  very  distant  period,  the  system  will  become 


Although  a  good  undei*stunding  is  stated  by  some  of  the  police  magistrates  to  exist  be- 
tween the  employers  and  the  peasantry,  and  the  relations  between  them  improving,  and  which, 
as  far  as  our  personal  observation  and  experience  enable  us  to  form  an  opmion,  we  most 
"willingly  bear  witness  to,  we  nevertheless  beg  permission  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  opportunity 
now  afibrded  us,  of  offering  one  or  two  remarks  or  observations  on  the  present  "  rent  system/' 
and  whit:h  we  consider  to  be  the  principal  cause  why  a  much  greater  and  more  general  confi- 
•dence  and  good  feeling  does  not  exist  in  this  colony  between  the  employer  and  employed. 

The  plan  that  appears  to  be  the  most  general  in  practice,  to  ensure  continuous  and  com- 
pulsory  labour,  is  for  the  planter  to  allow  the  located  labourer  two  bits  per  day  for  each  day  he 
-works  on  the  estate,  and  a  negro  hut  or  cottaee,  with  sometimes  a  proportion  of  land,  is  also 
granted,  with  an  understanding  that  if  the  labourer  absents  himself  without  leave,  or  works 
elsewhere,  two  bits  per  day  will  be  stopped  from  his  wages.  Now,  as  transient  hired  labourers 
on  estates  receive  a  higher  rate  of  wages,  besides  other  allowances,  than  the  located  labourer, 
in  consideration  that  the  former  is  not  accommodated  with  a  house  or  land,  it  seems  to  us,  on 
a  fair  and  just  view  of  the  question,  that  the  hut  and  land,  although  said  to  be  given  to  the 
located  labourer  *'  rent  /iree,^'  is  actually  a  reward  or  part  payment  to  him,  as  incident  to  his 
services  on  the  estate,  in  consideration  of  his  receiving  a  less  remuneration  in  money  than  is 
paid  to  the  transient  hired  labourer. 

During  the  present  year  several  cases  have  been  brought  before  us  in  the  Assistant  Court 
of  Appeal,  where  sums  have  been  demanded  by  the  employers  for  house  rent,  during  the  la- 
bourer s  absence  from  the  estate ;  and  three  instances  have  recently  occurred,  when  it  came  out 
in  evidence  that  a  parent  and  three  or  four  junior  members  of  a  Uimily  occupied  one  cottage, 
and  ihe  employers  declared  in  open  court  that  they  would  charge  and  demand  rent  of  two 
bits  per  day  from  each  of  the  occupants,  for  every  day's  absence,  and  wished  to  deduct  the 
sums  claimed  by  them  from  the  weekly  wages  of  the  children  when  absent,  although  they  ad- 
mitted the  house  was  allotted  to  the  parent.  It  needs  no  particular  observation  of  ours,  to 
prove  how  very  objectionable  it  is  to  charge  the  junior  members  of  a  family  for  rent,  nor  the 
dissatisfaction  it  must  give. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  us  to  state,  that  such  a  preposterous  and  unjust  claim  was  dis- 
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labour  on  an  estate^  must  create  difTerence  and  ill-will  between  the  parties^  and  want  of  confi*      BARBADOS. 
dence  and  injury,  both  to  employer  and  labourer,  is  the  natural  result  — — 

We  have  thus  ventured  to  record  our  candid  and  impartial  opinion  on  this  subject;  and  we 
feel  confident  that  the  only  sure  mode  that  could  be  adopted  for  the  future  benefit  of  all  parties, 
would  be  to  rent  the  peasantry  the  cottages  for  stated  periods  (their  right  of  occupancy  to  be 
of  course  properly  secured),  and  allow  them  to  dispose  of  their  labour  in  such  manner  as  they 
may  find  most  advantac^eous  for  themselves ;  and  we  feel  the  more  strongly  impressed  with  the 
advantages  that  would  be  derived  in  consequence,  from  the  testimony  borne  by  the  police 
magistrates,  that  in  every  case  where  it  has  been  tried,  the ,  most  favourable  results  liave 
followed. 

This  arrangement,  if  generally  adopted,  we  should  bail  with  delight,  as  one  of  the 
most  important  objects  connected  with  the  interests  of  the  colony,  for  it  would  ensure  to 
the  labourer : — 

1.  The  rights  and  privileges  of  a  tenant,  which  at  present  they  do  not  possess. 

2.  Emigration  to  other  colonies  (which  is  now  carried  on  to  a  great  extent)  would,  it  is 


3.  Confidence,  contentment,  and  a  friendly  feeling  would  take  the  place  of  suspicion, 
discontent,  and  endless  controversy;  and, 

4.  Proprietors  of  estates,  acting  kindly  and  liberally,  and  paying  the  labourer  his  wages 
regularly,  would  never  want  labour  to  cultivate  his  property,  and  the  recently  emancipated 
dass  of  Barbados,  would  then  enjoy  and  fiilly  and  justly  appreciate  the  blessings  of  freedom ; 
and  in  our  humble  opinion,  become  one  of  the  happiest  race  of  peasantry  in  any  portion  (k 
Her  Majesty's  dominions.  We  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  A.  Cuppage,  LA.  C.A. 

I.J.  TlNLlNO,lJV.aA. 

E.  H.  Edmonstone,  I.A.  C.A. 
P.  S. — We  beg  to  return  herewith,  the  documents  received  with  your  letter  of  the  15th  inst. 

(Signed)  A.  C. 

(True  Copy)  I.  J.  T. 

Felix  Bedingfeld,  Private  Secretary.  E.  H.  E- 


(No.  3.)  No.  10. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Stanley  to  the  Right  Hon. 

Sir  Charles  Grey. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  February  11,  1842. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Major-Gen.  Darling's  Despatch,  Bar-  No.  lo. 

bados,  of  the  16th  September,  No.  15,  transmitting  the  Answers  of  the  Stipendiary 
Magistrates  for  that  Island  to  certain  Questions  directed  to  be  referred  to  them  by 
Lord  John  Russell  in  his  Despatch  of  April  1841. 

I  am  glad  to  observe  that  these  Reports  are,  on  the  whole,  of  a  satisfactory  nature, 
allowing  a  progressive  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  labourer,  and  affording 
evidence  of  a  desire  on  his  part  to  attain  to  that  position  to  which  it  was  the  primary 
object  of  the  measure  of  Emancipation  to  elevate  him. 

I  perceive,  however,  with  regret,  that  though  the  relations  between  master  and 
servant  were,  on  the  whole,  improving,  yet  the  system  of  combining  rent  and 
wages  was  very  generally  maintained,  and  was  necessarily  the  cause  of  much  ill-will 
aoKi  many  disputes  between  them. 

I  am  aware  that  this  is  a  question  which  has  occupied  much  attention,  and  one 
upon  which  I  am  afraid  it  is  impossible  for  the  Government  effectually  to  interfere : 
at  the  same  time  these  reports  have  tended  to  strengthen  my  opinion  that  by  keep- 
ing the  questions  of  rent  and  wages  distinct,  the  relative  position  of  master  and  ser- 
vant would  be  most  materially  improved.  I  have,  &c. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Charles  Grey,  STANLEY. 

&c.     &c.     &c. 


(1492.)  No.  11. 

Extract  of  a  LETTER  from  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Barbados  to 
Lord  John  Russell. 
My  Lord,  ^  King's  Road,  July  6,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  the  information  of  your  Lordship,  an  Ecde-  No,  ii. 

siastical  Return  from  the  Archdeaconry  of  Barbados,  in  two  sheets. 

I  have  &c.  ^ 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell,  '  W.  H.  BARBADOS, 

&c.  &c.  &c. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 


DIOCESE  OF  BARBADOS  AND 
BISHOP— THE  RIGHT  REV.  WILLIAM 
ARCHDEACONRY  OF  BARBADOS. 

Archdeacon.— -Ven.  Thomas  Parry,  M.A.,  appointed  1837. 


1841. 
ISLAND  OF  BARBADOS. 


Extent 

in 
Square 


Popula- 
tion. 


I 


CLSR6T. 


CHUltCH  ROOM. 


ChurchM  and  Chapelt. 


St^  Michael      •     .     .     « 

*  Abseat. 

t  And  Chaplain  to  H.  M.  Conn- 
eil. 


I  Of  these  30  attend  at  the  Sun- 
day School  also,  and  are  there- 
jfora  omitted  in  the  aggregate. 


^\  Another  District  is  also  con- 
templated in  the  northern  part 
of  Bridge-Town,  but  means 
have  not  yet  been  found  for 
the  erection  of  the  Chapel. 


Christ  Church  • 


I  Student  of  Godringten  College. 


St  Philip 


St.  John 


15 


80,000 


2^^ 


14,000 


23 


13i 


(Codrington  College  is  situated 
in  this  parish.) 


14,000 


9,000 


W.  Garnet,*  Q^ector. 
T.  Clarke,  B.A.,  Curate.t 
W.    M.    Harte.  Assistant 

Curate  and  Minister  of 

the  District. 
J.  A.  Clinckett,  Assistant 

Curate. 
C  C.  Cummins,  Assistant 

Curate  and  Biinister. 

T.  Rowe,  Assistant  Curate 
and  Minister,  and  Chap- 
lain to  the  Gaol. 


J.  H*  Nurse,  B.  A.,  Assistant 
Curate  and  Minister. 

T.  F.  Barrow,  B.A.,  As- 
sistant Curate  and  Minis- 
ter. 

G.  D.  Gittens,  Master  of 
Harrison's  Free  School. 

C.  C.  Gill,  Rector. 


A.  Reece,  S.  C.  C.,||  Assist- 
ant Curate  and  Minister 
of  the  District. 

J.  Packer,  Assistant  Curate 
and  Minister. 


This  District  is  united  with 
St  Barnabas,  see  above. 

R.  F.  King,  Rector. 

J.  J.  Allison,  B.A.«  Assis- 
tant Curate  and  Minister. 

(Removed  to  Demerara  in 
April,  and  succeeded  by 
C.  A.  J  Sims.) 


United  with  St.  Mark's,  see 
below. 

J.  H.  Gittens,  B.A.,  Rector. 

J.  H.  Gittens,  S.C.C.,  As- 
sistant Curate  and  Minis- 
ter. 

T.  Watts,  Chaplain  on  the 
Trust  Estates  of  Society 


Cathedral  and  Parish  Church,  134  by  60  feet. — 

Rebuilt  1789. 
St.  Mary's  Chapel,  84  by  54  feet.     Built  1827. 

Cost  £8,666  steriing. 


6t  Paul's  Chapel,  75  by  59|  feet.  Built  and  de- 
stroyed 1831.  Rebuilt  1832.  Cost  £2,000 
sterling. 

St  Matthew's  Chapel,  68  by  30  feet.  Built  1829. 
Destroyed  1831.  Rebnilt  1832.  Cost  £566 
sterling. 

St.  Giles's  Chapel  School,  50  by  25  feet  Built 
1836.     Cost  £333  sterling. 

St.  Stephen's  Chapel,  TO  by  30  feet.    Built  1836. 

Cost  £862  sterring 
St  Barnabas  Chapel  School,  60  by  26  feet    Built 

1838.    Gallery  1840.     Cost  £800  sterling. 


Parish  Church,  85  by  43  feet,  and  Chancel  16  by 
14  feet.     Rebuilt  1837.    Cost  £4,000  sterling. 

School  House  Below  Rock  licensed  for  Divine 
Service. 

St  Bartholomew's  Chapel,  65  by  30  feet,  with 
School  wings,  24  by  20  feet  each.  Bailt  and 
destroyed  1831 .  Rebuilt  1832.  Wings  added 
1 838.     Cost  £600  steriing. 

St,  Matthias'  Chapel  in  progress.  School  House 
licensed  for  Divine  Service. 

St  Lawrence  Chapel  School,  40  by  21  feet.    Built 

1837.    Coat  £366  sterling. 
St  David's  Chapel  School,  60  by  80  feet     Boilt 

1840.    Cost  £650  sterling. 

Parish   Church,   86  by  46    feet,  and  Chancel. 

Rebuilt  1836.     Cost  £4,000  sterting. 
Chapel  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  60  by  26  feet    Built 

1829.    Destroyed  1831.    Rebuilt  1832.  Wings 

added    1838   (25    by  23  feet).     Cost   £725 

steriing. 

St.  Martin's  Chanel  School,  45  by  gO  feet  Built 
1837.     Cost  £350  steriing. 

St  Catherine's  Chapel  School  just  completed, 
(May  10th.)     Cost  £250  sterling. 

Parish  Church  80  by   50   feet     Rebuilt  1636. 

Cost  £4,000  steriing. 
St.  Mark's  Chapel  60  by  80  feet.     Built  1823. 

Destroyed  1831.    Rebuilt  1832.    Cost  £570 

sterling. 
Chapel  on  EsUte  60  by  30  feet,  and  2  wrags, 

each  26  by  26  feet     Built  1822.     Destroyed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFFAIRS  OF  BARBADOS. 


147 


LEEWARD  ISLANDS,  constituted  1824. 
HART  COLERIDGE,  D.D-,  consecrated  1824. 

RURAL  DEANERT  OF  BARBADOS. 
RuiAL  Dban.-t-Rbv.  R.  F.  Kino  (Jtector  of  St.  PhUip's),  appointed  1840. 


AtteDdance  at 

Friendly  Societies 

Schools,  in  connexion  with  the  Church,  for  the  Relig^owi  Instruction  of  the  Poor. 

1 

No.«f 
Sittiags. 

Public 
worship. 

Com- 
muDion. 

No.  of 
Societies 

Noa.  in 
racb. 

National. 

Infant 

Evening. 

Estate. 

Sunday. 

Aggregate      | 

No. 

Attejid- 

No. 

Attend- 

No. 

Attend- 

No. 

Attend- 

No. 

Attend. 

No. 

Attend- 

ance. 

ance. 

ance. 

ance. 

aoce. 

ance. 

1,700 

1,600 

260 

1 

75 

2 

162 

•  • 

•  • 

•  ■ 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

117 

3 

279 

1,420 

1,200 

250 

2 

406 

2 

292 

1 

112 

Same  as 

1 

Sunday. 

1 

101 

4 

505 

1,800 

1,200 

330 

2 

1,051 

2 

119 

1 

61 

Same  as 

Sunday. 

2 

749 

5 

929 

580 

600 

40 

2 

112 

1 

140 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

60t 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

120 

3 

290 

275 

200 

Not 

ad  mi  nil* 

tered. 

2 

79 

1 

135 

•• 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

.  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

133 

530 

490 

70 

2 

112 

2 

132 

•  • 

•  . 

Same  aa  Sunday. 

1 

60 

3 

192 

50O 

450 

30 

2 

132 

1 

142 

.  • 

•  • 

•  •* 

•  • 

« • 

•  • 

1 

36 

2 

178 

1.300 

1,000 

150 

2 

117 

2 

143 

•  • 

•  • 

.  • 

•  • 

5 

185 

1 

225| 

9 

643 

180 

220 

Not 

adminis- 

tared. 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

90 

•  • 

•  • 

• . 

•  • 

•  • 

.  • 

•  • 

..  1 

540 

500 

75 

2 

50 

2 

60 

•• 

•  • 

. . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

21 

3 

81 

270 

200 

Not 

adminia- 

tered. 

2 

57 

2 

74 

•  • 

•  . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

70 

3 

144 

175 

200 

40 

United  with 
St.  Matthias. 

1 

63 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

25 

2 

88 

400 

380 

30 

United  with 
St  Barnabas. 

1 

154 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

36 

2 

190 

1,200 

900 

165 

2 

68 

1 

103 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

20 

2 

123 

500 

420 

70 

2 

38 

1 

80 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

*  • 

1 

80 

300 

300 

Not 

Unite 

I  with 

1 

87 

•  . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

4 

2 

91 

adminis- 

the last.         1 

tered. 

" 

1,200 

1,000 

164 

2 

193 

3 

214 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

107 

4 

321 

360 

340 

83 

Included  in 

the  last  or 

next 

1 

86 

•• 

•  • 

.  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

73 

2 

159 

800 

900 

100 

2 

180 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

93 

1 

165 

2 

258 

46 

40 

29 

•  • 

•  • 

.  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

.  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

.  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

, 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 


DIOCESE  OP  BARBADOS  AND 
BISHOP.— THE  RIGHT  REV.  WILUAM 
ARCHDEACONRY  OF  BARBADOS. 
Archdeacon. — ^Ven.  Thomas  PAftAVf  MA.,  appointed  1837. 


1841. 
ISLAND  ov  BARBADOS. 

PARISH. 


St.  Joseph 


St.  Andrew 


Extrat 
in 

EMNHTO 
IClM. 


St.  Lucy 


St  Peter 


St.  James 


Another  District  to  include 
Spring  Head  is  contemplated, 
also  one  in  south-eatt  part 
of  tiie  parish. 

St.  Thomas      •     •     .     • 


Another  District  contemplated 
near  Welsh*!,  where  there  it 
already  a  Scfaool-Hooie. 


St  Georgre. 


•Absent. 


Total  •      •      .     • 


»4 


Popnla- 


CLER6T. 


IdJ 


14 


12 


13 


16J 


7,000 


m       5,000 


166tV 


8,000 


11,000 


6,000 


7,600 


9,000 


120,500 


H.  Pftrktnson,  Rector. 


J.  Hutson,  Rector. 
C.  A.  Ncwsam,  S.  C.  C, 
Assistant  Curate. 


J.  Brathwaite,  M.  A.,  Rec- 
tor. 

H.  B.  Skeete,  S.  C.  C,  As- 
sistant Curate  and  Minis- 
ter. 

W.  D,  Sealy,B.A.,  Rector. 
(Resigned  April  dOth,  and 
Bucceaied  by  W.  M. 
Payne.) 


G.  F.  Maynard,  Rector. 


W.  H.  Bovell,  B.A.,  Rector, 
assisted  in  part  by  the 
Assistant  Curate  of  St. 
Andrew's. 


W.  L.  Pinder,  M.A.,  Rector. 
J.  K.  Went,  BA.,  Assist- 
ant Curate  and  Minister. 

£.  Lovell  *  B.A.,  Assistant 
Curate  and  Minister. 


CHURCH  ROOM. 


Chnrehee  and  Ckipels. 


Thirty-one.  a 


Parish  Church  70  by  41  feet.     Rebailt  1839. 

Cost  £1,750  sterlingr. 
Chapel  Schoc^    50    by  24  feet      Built  1837. 

Cost  £200  sterling. 

P&rish  Church  56  by  28  feet 

St.  Simon's  Chapel  School  54  by  22  feet     Built 

1840.    Cost  £375  sterling. 
St  Saviour's  Chapel  School,  in  contemplation. 

Temporary  place  of  worship. 

Parish  Church  96  by  46j^  feet     Rebuilt  1837. 

Cost  £3,000  sterling. 
St.  Swithin's  Chapel  ^hool  in  progress  .      •      . 
St  Clement's  Chapel.     Date  1836.    Cost  £500 

sterling. 


Parish  Church  81  by  42  feet,  and  Chancel.     Re- 
built 1837.     Cost  £3,080  sterling. 


All  Saints  Chapel,  rebuilding  . 


Parish  Church  54  by  40  feet  and  Chancel    .     , 
St.  Alban's  Chapel-School  70  by  21  feet.    Built 
1840.    Cost  £330  sterling. 


Parish  Church   83  by  45  feet     Rebuilt  1837. 
Cost  £2,666  sterling. 


Holy  InnooenU'  Chapel   65  by  S5  feet.     Built 
1839.     Cost  1,333  £sterihig. 

Parish  Chnroh  80  by  40  feet  .     .     .     •     .     . 
St  Luke's  Chapel  67  by  27  feet  with  school  wing 

24  by  24.     Built  1880.     Rebuilt  1832.     Cost 

£500  steriing. 
St  Jude's  Chapel  61  by  26  feet     Built  1834. 

Cost  £780  sterling. 


Thirty-five  in  actual  use.  b 


a  Besides  the  Bishop  and  the  Archdeacon,  who  also  reside  in  Barbados,  and  the  Rev.  R.  J. 

h  Besidea  Buildingfi  in  progress. 


Rock,  who  keeps  a  private  school  near  Speights*  Town. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFFAIRS  OP  BARBADOS. 


14» 


LEEWARD  ISLANDS,  constitdted  1824. 
HART  COLERIDCiE,  D.D.,  consecrated  1824. 

RURAL  DEANERY  OF  BARBADOS. 
Rxnui  Dhan.— Rbv.  R.  P.  Kino  (_Rector  of  St.  FhUifi),  appointed  184*. 


Attendance  at 

Friendly  Societies. 

Schoob,  in  connexion  with  the  Churob,  for  the  Religions  Instraetion  of  the  Poor.                      1 

No.  of 
Sittugi. 

Public 
wonfaip* 

Com- 
""Tinifflt- 

No.  of 
Sociatnai 

No8.in 
each. 

Notional. 

Infant 

Evening. 

EsUte. 

Sunday. 

Aggregate.  J 

No. 

Attend- 
ance. 

No. 

Attend- 
ance. 

No. 

Attend- 
ance. 

No. 

Attend- 
ance. 

No. 

Attend- 
-ance. 

No. 

Attend- 
ance. 

800 

ft 

750 

125 

2 

210 

1 

45 

•  • 

•  • 

, , 

•  • 

• . 

•  • 

1 

30 

2 

75 

200 

120 

Not 

adminia- 

teied. 

Inclui 
the 

iedin 

last. 

1 

62 

•  • 

•  • 

.  • 

•  ♦ 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

24 

2 

86 

700 
290 

800 
320 

56 
14 

2 

Inclu 
the 

117 

dedin 

last. 

1 
1 

51 
108 

e  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

I 

•  • 
17 

1 
2 

51 
125 

500 

500 

Not 
adminis- 
tered. 

Sa 

me. 

1 

118 

•  • 

•• 

•• 

.  • 

•• 

•  • 

•  • 

.  • 

1 

118 

1,200 

800 

120 

1 

120 

1 

48 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

67 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

115 

300 

260 

•  • 
45 

1 

1 

119 
36 

1 
1 

149 
94 

*  • 

•  • 

a    • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

71 
60 

2 
2 

220 
154 

1,000 

•  • 

900 

96 

1 

•  • 

300 

4 

2 

232 

209 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

♦  • 

• . 

4 
2 

232 
209 

550 
176 

360 
150 

65 

Not 

adminis- 

fered; 

2 

Incltu 
the 

177 
iedin 
ast 

1 
1 

73 
90 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

73 

90 

810 

800 

90 

2 

628 

1 

44 

•  • 

•   • 

• . 

•  • 

1 

53 

•• 

•• 

2 

97 

500 

450 

25 

Inclw 
the 

led  in 

last. 

•  • 

•  • 

.  • 

•    • 

.  • 

•  * 

•• 

•  • 

•• 

• . 

.  • 

•• 

900* 
700. 

830 

475. 

120 
70 

3 

1 

334 
29 

S 

1 

180 
103 

•   • 

•  • 

•  * 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

1 

180 
103 

400 

400 

75 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

112 

■  • 

•    • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

.  • 

•  • 

1 

112 

-22,502 

20,055 

2,7S7 

43 

4,751 

49 

3,994 

2 

173 

1 

60 

9 

398 

22 

2,131 

83 

6,726f 

e  Besides  Catechumens  under  oral  Instruction,  of  whom  the  number  is  1765. 


X   2 
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PAPERS  HELATIVE  TO  THE 


DIOCESE  OP  BARBADOS  AND 
ARCHDEAOOKRY 

Tbinidad,  Tobaoo,  and  St.  Lucia,  wkh  Um 


1841. 
ISLAND  AND  PARISH, 

Oli 

DISTRICT. 


Extent 

ia 
Square 

'  Milwr. 


Island  and  Rural  Deanery 
of  Trinidad. 

District 


Port  of  Spain,  including^ 
also  Die^o  Martin,  Co- 
corite,  and  Chaf^uanas* 


Canipichaima,  including 
also  Couva  and  Savo- 
netta. 

San  Fernando,  including 
also  Pont  &  Pierre,  &c. 


2,400 


Population, 


*  Deduction  to  lie  made  in 
the  aggregate  of  G6  fur  double 
catrj'. 

Savauna  Grande,  including 
also  Duumore-liill,  &c. 


Tucarigtia,   including  also 
St.  Joseph's,  &c. 


CLERGV. 


CHURCH  ROOM. 


Churches  and  Chapels. 


RURAL  DEAN^ 


George  Cummins,  M.  A.) 
Minister. 

D.  Evans  (Garrison  Chap- 
lain), Acting  Assistant 
Curate. 


(Vacaat  in  January,  1841.) 
Thomas  Gilbert,  Minister, 
(April,  1841.) 

J.  O.  Mdhlauser,  Minister 
iVom  C.  M.  S. 


A.  E.  Eckel,  Minister  from 
C.  M.  S, 


John  Hans  HumiUon,  Mi* 
nister. 


Trinity  Church,  120  by  60  feet.     Built  182S. 

Cost  £40,000  sterling. 
School-room  at  Diego  Martin,  used  as  a  tem* 

fiorary  place  of  worship. 

Room  lent  at   the  Ordnance  Department  Ibr 

similar  purposes. 
St.  Thomas's  Church,  Chaguanas,  50  by  25  feel 

Built  1840.     Cost  £800  sterling. 

St.  Andrew's  Church,  Couva,  70  by  85  fiKt.  Baift 
1 84 1 .     Cost  £2,000  sterling. 


St.  Paul's  Church,  64  by  34  feet  Built  I84L 
Cost  £2,300  sterling. 

School-room,  used  as  a  temporary  place  of  worship 

School -room  at  Pont  k  Pierre,  used  as  a  tem- 
porary place  of  worship.  ' 

St.  Barnabas  Chapel-school  at  Belmont  .     •     • 

School-mom,  used  a  temporary  place  of  worship, 
at  Jordan-hill. 

Same  at  Ne-plus-uUra 

Same  at  Mount  Steward 

School-room  at  Savanna  Grande,  used  as  above . 


Same  at  Dunmore-hill 
Same  at  Indian- walk  • 
Same  at  Williams ville  • 
School  at  Kurruhpou  • 


School-room  at  Tacarigua,  used  as  above 

•     •     •     « I 


Old  Barrack  at  St  Joseph's,  same 
Police  Station  at  Arima     •     .     • 


Five  Districts  • 


2,400 


50,000(?) 


Six  Clergy  , 


Elohteen  places  of  worthip 


Island  of  Tobago  • 

The  whole  island  is  eccle* 
siastically,  as  yet,  only 
one  cure,  though  for  civil 
purposes  divided  into 
^even  parishes. 


100 


14,000 


G.  P.  Culpepper,  Rector   • 

James  Garnet,  A.B.,  As- 
sistant Curate. 


St.  Andrew's  Church,  (in  the  town  of  Scarbro') 

80  by  40  feet  Built  1816.  Cost  £6.600  sterling 
St.  David's  Chapel  at  Plymouth,  44  by  34  feet« 

Built  1816.     Cost  £830  sterling. 
Chapel-school  at  Les  Coteaux,  50  by  25  feeL 

Built  1837.     Cost  £880  sterKng. 
All  Saints  Chapel-school,  in  the    parish  of  St. 

Patrick,  63  by  31  feet    Nearly  completed. 
Temporary  place  of  worship  at  Goldsbro',  in  pariah 

of  St  Mary. 


One  Parish 


100 


14,000 


Two 


Four  places  of  worship  in  use 


Island  of  St  Lucia 


180 


20,000 


S.  A.  Farr,  Officiating  Mi- 
nister and  Gar.  Chap. 


A  Church  in  Castres,  not  yet  consecrated,  but 
title-deeds  now  executed  are  given  over. 
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THE  LBBWARD  ISLANDS.       . 

«F  BARBADOS. 

Rmuii  Obamxues  of  St.  Vincent's  and  Gibnaoa. 


Attendant  at 

FriradlySDcietiei 

Schools,  in  connexion  with  the  Church,  for  the  Beligioui  Instruction  of  the  Poor.                       I 

No.  of 
Sittings. 

Public 
wonhip. 

Kr.  .<• 

Nos.in 
each. 

National. 

Infant. 

ETeniog. 

Estate. 

Sunday. , 

Aggregate.      | 

munion.  Sodeties 

Na 

Attend- 
aaee. 

No. 

Attend- 
ance. 

No. 

Attend, 
ance. 

No. 

Attend- 
ance. 

No. 

Attend- 
ance. 

No. 

Attend- 
ance. 

REV.  GEORGE  CUMMINS,  M.I 

L 

l»sod 

1,000 

200 

I 

120 

2 

306 

8 

156 

•  • 

•  • 

•  •. 

•  • 

50 

40 

•  • 

•    •' 

•  • 

1 

49 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

7 

476 

50 

40 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

27 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 

•  • 

.  • 

•  • 

- 

180 

150 

& 

1 

80 

1 

38 

•  • 

» • 

•  • 

•• 

•  • 

♦  •    ^ 

350 

300 

8 

1 

260 

3 

118 

•  • 

•  • 

•  ■ 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

118 

300 

Not^ 
utod. 

•  • 

»  • 

•  • 

•  • 

4  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

*  *    \ 

150 
60 

200 
100 

120 

No 

return, 

100 

^0 

12 

•  • 

S5 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  4 

100 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

1 

81 
80 

61 
27 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

58 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

57* 

10 

850 

150 
50 

No 
return. 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

56 
14 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

:: 

1 

32* 

•  •    J 

150 

100] 

r      1 

50 

•  • 

•  • 

^ 

.  • 

•  • 

•  « 

•  • 

150 
180 
180 

•  • 

8o[ 
80 

looj 

•  • 

30 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

6  • 

•  • 

\           A 

87 
80 
84 
53 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

80 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•    a 

•  • 

6 

233 

850 

No 
return. 

350 

No 
rvtum. 

Not 

ftdminis* 

tered. 

•  • 

1 

106 

•  • 

106 
22 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

% 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

128 

$,050 

2,530 

280 

5 

656 

22 

1,088 

3 

214 

1 

30 

•  • 

•• 

2 

89 

28 

1,805 

600 

.    500 

100 

SfiO 

400 

35 

' 

300 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

11 

860 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

60 

•  • 

•  • 

10 

710 

23 

1,630 

•  • 

350 

•  • 
400 

•  • 

12 

• 

1,500 

1,300 

137 

•  • 

•  • 

11 

860 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

60 

•  • 

•  • 

10 

710 

23 

1,630 

900 

40 

21 

Scboo 

I'hOUM  «t  CMtTM, 

long  in  piogfcvt,  and  atill  unfinished.    Site  gireo  for  another  at  the  Souffriere. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 


DIOCESE  OP  BARBADOS  AND 
ARCHDEACONRT 

Trinidad,  Tobago,  and  St.  Lxtcia,  with  the 


T841. 
SLAND  AND  PARISH, 

OB 

DISTRICT. 

Extent 

in 
Stquai« 
Miles. 

PopolalioD. 

CLERGY^ 

CHURCH  ROOK. 

1 

Charchcft  and  ClMpeU 

Rural  Deanery  of 
St.  Vincent's. 

Parish. 

2,400 

•  • 

RURAL  DEAN.— 

c 

St.   George    and    St. 
Andrew,  united. 

10 

7,000 

J.  Checkley,  B.A.  Rector  . 

R.  A.'  Warner,  A.C.,  apr 
jwinted  in  April,  1841. 

St.  George's  Church,  1 10  by  64  feet.     Built  1820. 

Cost  £20,000  sterling  (at  Kingstown). 
St.  Paul's  Chapel,  64  by  35  feet.     Built  1840. 

Cost  £1,385  steriing  (at  Calliaqua). 
Temporary  place  of  worship  (at  Buccament) 

o 

a 

CO 

■3 
J 

St.    Patrick    and  St. 
David,  united. 

40   ; 

4,000 

P.  *R.  Brathwaite,  S.  C.  C, 

1841. 
E.    Morgan,    A.   C,   ap- 
pointed in  April. 

St.  Patrick's  Church,  74  by  43  feet,  not  yet  coq- 
secrated.     Cost  £?,260  sterUng. 

Five  temporary  places  of  worship,  m.,  at  Ba- 
rouallie,  Layou,  Cumberland  Vdley,  Ch&ieau 
Belair,  and  Morne  Ronde. 

P^ 

Charlotte    parish  (24 
miles  in  length). 

80 

7,300 

W.  W.  Jackson,  S.  C.  C, 
'      Rector.                      - 

Parish  Church,  70  by  45  feet,  in  progress. 
Four  temporary  places  of  worship,  t?ir.,  at  George 

Town,   Union  Estate,  Mount   Greenan,  and 

Lot  14. 

Bequia  and  the  Grenadines 

20 

2,000 

T.'A.  Browne,  S.  C.  C, 
Rector. 

Parish  Church,  60  by  30  feet,  in  Bequia      .      . 
Chapel-school,  40  by  20  feet,  at  Union  Island     • 

150     : 

20,300 

Fite  clergy.     .     .      .     . 

Fourteen  in  actual  use      .      •      .      .      .      .      • 

Rural  Deanery  of  Grenada. 
Parish. 

'' 

. 

RURAL  DEAN.— 

03 

"  St.  George     .     .      . 

2a 

^,000 

J.  C.  Barker,  Rector  .      . 

St.  George's  Church,  built  1825.     Cost  aboHt 

^£8,800  steriing. 
Chapel-school,  in  town,  in  progress. 
St.  Paul's  Chapel-school,  erected  1839,  but  not 
.    yet  fitted  up.     Cost  £315  steriing. 

no 

C 

'V 

St.  John  and  St.  Mark, 
united. 
*  Absent 

24 

5,000 

S.  M.  Brathwaite,  S.  C.  C. 

Rector.* 
Curate  reported  to  be  on 

his  way  from  England. 

Old  Church,  St.  John's,   taken  dov^R,  now  in 

progress. 
Temporary  place  of  worship  •      .      •  '  .      . 
St  Mark's  Chapel-school,  consecrated  1340  .     . 

a 

'on 

St.   Andrew  and  St. 
David,  united. 

50 

7,750 

J.  P.  Wall,  S.  a  C,  Rector 

St  Andrew's  Church.     Erected  1831      i\    .      . 
St  David's  Church.     Erected  1831   .      .      .      . 
St.    Clement's   Chapel-school,   30   by   3d  feet. 
Erected  1839.                                           \ 

St.  Patrick      •     ,      . 

16 

2,300 

J.  A.  Bascom,  S.  C.  C, 
Rector  May,  1841. 

Parish  Church \      . 

* 
t  ■  • 

Island  of  Carrlaeou      •      • 

11 

3.760 

J.  C.  Shapley,  Rector  .      . 

Parish  Church *   . 

127 

27,810 

Five 

1 
Six  in  use ••..•^. 

\ 
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THE  LEEWARD  ISLANDS. 

OF  BARBADOS. 

RoRAL  Deaneriks  of  St.  Vincent's  and  Grenada — continued. 


Attendance  at 

Friendly  Societies. 

Schools,  in  connexion 

with  the  Charch,  for  the  Religious  Instruction  of  the  Poor. 

No.  of 
SittiDgi. 

PubUc 
Worship 

Commu- 
nion. 

No.  of 
Societies 

Nos.in 
each. 

National. 

Infant. 

Efening. 

Estate. 

Sunday. 

Aggregate,     j 

No. 

Attend- 
ance. 

No. 

Attend- 
ance. 

No. 

Attend- 
ance. 

No. 

Attend- 
ance. 

No. 

Attend- 
ance. 

No. 

Attend- 
ance. 

REV.  J,  CHECKLEY,  B.  A. 

1,800 

800 

237 

3 

484 

3 

155 

1 

44 

1 

20 

.. 

•  • 

1 

120 

700 

170 

Not  yet 
admd 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

54 

•  • 

•  a 

•- 

.  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

47  ^ 

10 

479 

250 

250 

Not 
admd. 

•  • 

•• 

1 

15 

•  • 

•   • 

•  • 

.  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

24 

640 

. 

1,200 

1,350 

142 

4 

923 

4 

235 

1 

79 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

128 

3 

439 

13 

881 

990 

1,150 

70 

2 

721 

4 

156 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

82 

4 

335 

11 

573 

300 
200 

250 
100 

•• 

■bout  to  I 

le  formed. 

•  • 

1 
1 

20 
61 

• ' 

•  • 
a  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

111 

3 

193 

5,580   4,070 

449 

9 

1,128 

15 

096 

2 

188 

1 

20 

8 

210 

11 

1,077 

37 

2,126 

REV.  J.  C.  BARKER. 

1     820 

650 

160 

•  • 

•  • 

8 

269 

1 

93 

•  • 

•  • 

.. 

•  • 

• . 

.  • 

i 

- 

/ 

5 

412 

..     1     ., 

•  • 

■  • 

•• 

1 

50 

•• 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 

•• 

•  • 

.  • 

•• ! 

1 

!         ! 

« 

1 

1 

1 

100 
1      250 

75 

No  ret. 

35 

■  • 
•  • 

•  • 

4 

1 

86 
60 

1 

58 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1     !     15  1 

7 

219 

350 
200 

No  let 
No  ret. 

25 
12 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

I 

52 
51 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

••  i  ••  I 

•  .                   *  *       1 

3 

163 

Not  vet 
jauedup 

•  • 

•• 

•*• 

.  • 

60 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

• . 

. . 

•  • 

1 

375 

300 

18 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

41 

1 

25 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

.  • 

2 

66 

400 

300 

■  • 

•  • 

.. 

2 

187 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

281 

1 

26 

8 

478* 

3,495 

•  • 

250 

•  • 

•• 

15 

856 

3 

176 

•  • 

p . 

5 

28) 

2 

41 

25     . 

1 

1,338» 

*  After  deducting  16  for  double  entry. 
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SCHEDULE. 


No. 

1.  Governor  light  to  Lord  John  Russell 

2.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell 

3.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell 

4.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell 

5.  Lord  John  Russell  to  Governor  Light 

6.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell 

1.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell 

8.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell 

9.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell 


10.  Crovemor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell 

11.  Lord  John  Russell  to  Governor  Light 

12.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell 


13.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell 

14.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell 


15.  Lord  John  Russell  to  Governor  Light 

16.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell 


17.  Goveruor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell 

18.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell 

19.  Lord  John  Russell  to  Governor  Light 

20.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  RuBsdl 

21.  Lord  Stanley  to  Governor  Light 

22.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell 

23.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell 


24.  Lord  Stanley  to  Governor  Light 

25.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell 


Date.  SUBJECT.  Page 

184L 

Aprd  27       Transmitting    Stipendiary  Ma- 
gistrates' Returns  for  March  .       5 
April  27       Transmitting  Coolie  Returns  for 

March  ^    ....       7 
May  4      .  Reporting  purchase  of  the  Vene- 
zuela Steamer  for  emigration 
purposes  ....       9 
May  21     «  JBeporting  arrival  of  the  Dous 
de  Fevereiroy  a   Portuguese 
slaver^  and   disposal  of   the 
N^oes    .         .         •         .       9 
July  16     .  Reply  to  the  ahove  Despatch    •     14 
May  22     .  Transmitting  Coolie  Returns  for 

April        .         •         .  .15 

May  22     .  Transmitting    Stipendiary    Ma- 
gistrates* Returns  for  April  .     16 
May  22     .  Respecting     Portuguese    vessel 

Dous  de  Fevereiro       .         .19 
May  25     .   Reporting  arrival  of  the  Superior, 
with    Africans    from    Sierra 
Leone       .         .         .  .21 

June  1      •  Disposal  of  the  ahove  Africans  .      21 
July  19        Re|4y  to  Despatches  of  May  25 

and  June  1         •         .  .26 

June  9      .  Transmitting  Copy  of  Letter  to 
Grovernor  of  Sierra  Leone,  re- 
lative  to   the  Emigration   of 
Africans  from  that  Colony     .      27 
Transmitting  Coolie  Returns  for 

the  month  of  May        .  .      28 

Forwarding  Return  of  Emigrants 
arrived  since  the  Proclamation 
giving  effect  to  the  Immigra- 
tion Ordinance  .         .  .28 
Reply  to  the  foregoing  Despatch     30 
Explanation  respecting  the  Case 
of   the    American    Schooner 
Rienzi      .          ...  .31 
Transmitting  Returns  of^!^P]9frts 

for  the  Quarter  ending  July  5     31 
Distribution  and  location  of  the 

captured  Africans        •  .     32 

Acknowledgment  of  the  above 

Beopateh  •         .         .         .32 
Condition  of  the  captured  Afri- 
cans .         .         .  .33 
Reply  to  the  above  Despatch     .     35 
Transmitting    Stipendiary  Ma- 
gistrates' Returns  and  Coolie 
Returns  for  the  Month  of  June    35 
August  17    Memorial  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Berbice  for  their  proportion  of 
the  Immigrants            .         .     38 
October  21  Reply  to  the  foregoing  Despatch     44 
August  11    Transmitting     Mr.    Wolseley's 
Report  of  his  circuit  tour  on 
the    East   and  West   Banks 
of  Demerara  River      .         .     44 


June  22 

July  5       . 

August  22 
July  6       . 

July  15    . 

July  15     . 

August  30 

July  21     . 

Sept.  9  . 
July  21     . 
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No. 

29.  Governor  lig^  to  Lord  John  RoMell 

30.  Governor  Light  to  Loid  JohirRussel) 

31.  Lovd  Stanlejr  to  Governor  Ligbt 

32.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Ruasell 

33.  Gonremor  Ltj^t  to  Lord  John  RnsBell 

34.  Gonremor  Light  to  Lord  John  RmBell 

35.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell 


36.  Lord  Stanley  to  Governor  Light 

37.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell 


38.  Lord  Stanley  to  Governor  Light 
39:  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell 

40.  Governor  light  to  Lord  John  Russell 

41.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Ruseell 

42.  Lord  Stanley  to  Governor  Light 

43^  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Johik  Russell 

44.  Lord  Stanley  to  Governor  light 

45*  Gavemor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell 

46.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley 

47.  Lord  Stanley  to  Grovemor  Li^ 

48.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  J<^  Russell 

49.  Go^mor  Light  to  Lord  John  RoaseU 

50.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Staoiey 

Si.  Lord  Stanley  to  Governor  Light 

52.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley 

53.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley 

54.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley 

55.  (Sovemor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley 


Date. 
1841. 
August  21 

August  21 


October  14 
Sept.  2      . 

August  24 

S^t.  11  . 
Sept.  21   . 

Dec.  8  . 
Sept.  22   . 

Nov.  30  . 
Sept  30  • 
Oct.  1 

Oct  13     . 

Dec.  16    . 


Oct.  6 

Dec.  13  . 

Oct  13  . 

Oct.  24  . 

Dec.  27  . 

Oct  7   . 

Oct.  20  • 

Nov.  5   . 

1842. 
Jan.  1 

1841. 
Nov.  8   . 

Nov.  20  , 

Nov.  20  . 

Nov.  22  . 

56.  Lord  Stanley  to  Governor  Light 


1842. 
Feb.  17 


SUBJECT.  Pa^a 

Transmitting  Stipendiary  Ma- 
gistrates'  half-yearly  Reports        62 

Transmitting  Ordinance  prohi- 
biting f^e  transfer  of  East  India 
or  Coolie  Labourers  without 
their  consent      ...       18 

Acknowledgment  of  the  above 
Despatch  ...       79 

Forwarding  Letters  from  the 
Sheriff  of  Berbice  and  the 
Presbyterian  Minister  of  St. 
Clement's  relative  to  the  cap- 
tured Africans  in  Berbice     *       79 

TrsAsmitting  Mr.Brittain's  hM- 
yearly  Report,  omitted  in 
No.  29     .         .  .  .       80 

Arrival  of  remainder  of  captured 
Africans  from  Rio  de  Janeiro        83 

Appointment  of  an  Agent  at  Rio 
for  the  removal  of  captured 
Africans  to  British  Guiana    .       85 

Reply  to  the  foregoing  Despatch       90 

Transmitting  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trates' Returns,  &c.,  for  Au- 
gust .         «         •         *      91 

Reply  to  the  foregoing  De- 
spatch      ....       98 

Report  of  his  recent  tour  to  Es- 
sequibo     «...       98 

New  Settlement,  named  Queen's 
Town,  formed  by  Mr.  Carberry 
on  his  estate       .         .         .101 

Transmitting  Returns  of  Exports 
for  Quarters  ending  11th  Oc- 
tober        ....     103 

Reply  to  Despatches  of  30th  Sep- 
tember and  Ist  and  13th  Oc- 
tober        •         .         •         .103 

Location  of  Africans  brought  by 
the  Venezuela  steamer .         .     104 

Acknowledgment  of  the  above 
Despatch  .         .  •     105 

State  of  the  Portuguese  Immi- 
grants      •  •     lOo 

Further  Inqui^  into  the  con- 
dition of  the  Portuguese  Immi- 
grants       .  •  .         •     107 

Reply  to  Despatches  of  the  13th 
and  24th  October  respectively     1 10 

Arrival  of  Emigrants  in  Ship 
Superior  from  Sierra  Leone  .      Ill 

Transmitting  Coolie  Returns  for 
September  .  .  .113 

Further  arrival  of  Africans  from 
Rio  Janeiro        .         .  .114 

Reply  to  foregoing  Despatch     .      118 

Correspondence  with  Superin- 
tendent of  liberaM  ,A^cans 
as  to  the  advantages  of  British 
Guiana  for  the  Location  of 
captured  Africans         •         .118 

Petition  from  certain  Proprietors 
for  an  Ordinance  for  the  mu—  ■ 
tual  Protection  of  Masters  and 
Servants  ....      120 

Transmitting  Returns  of  /^Sti- 
pendiary Magistrates  for  the 
month  of  October         .  .      122 

Transmitting  Special  Returns  of 
the  state  of  the  Coolies,  cap- 
tured Africans,  Emigrants 
from  Sierra  Leone,  and  Por- 
tuguese Emigrants  from  Ma- 
deira ....      125 

Reply  to  the  above  Despatch     .     131 
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Mb. 

57.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley 

58.  Governor  Liglit  to  Lord  Stanley 

59.  Governor  Liglit  to  Lord  Stanley 


60.  Lord  Stanley  to  Governor  Light 

61.  Governor  Light  to  Lor  j  Stanly     . 

62.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley 

63.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley 

64.  Lord  Stanley  to  Governor  Light 

65.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley 

66.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stfinley 

67.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley 

68.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley 

69.  Governor  Light  to  Lofd  Stenky 

70.  Govemorliight  to  Lord  Stanley 

71.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley 

72.  Governor  Light  tO'Lirrd  Stanley 
78.  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stemley 


Date. 

.SUBJECT. 

Ptge 

1841. 

• 

.     Nov.  23 

.  Meeting  of  Proprietors  to  con- 
sider the  agricultural  position 

of  the  Colony  , . 

131 

• 

.     Nov.  30 

•  Purchase  of  Estates  hy  Lahour- 

ers           .... 

134 

• 

.  Report  of  the  Meeting  of  Pro- 
t  ^priefors  on  the  Condition  of 

the  Colony 

134 

1842. 

• 

.  Feb.  7 

.  Reply  to  Despatches  of  the  23rd 
and  30th  No?emher,  and  4th 

Decemher 

140 

• 

1841. 
^  .     l^T.  30 

;.  JRepiQ*  of  lie  Aflent-Gfcner^  for 
.     liumigrationdf  his  voyage"  to 

i  i 

(               •      1 

ohtain  Immigrants 

141 

• 

.     Nov.  30 

.  Despatch    of    the    Venezuela 
Steamer  to  Havana  for  cap- 

tared  Africans     • 

143 

• 

.     Dec.  11 

.  Forwarding  Petition  in  favour  of 
an  Ordinance  for  raising  a 
Loan   fi]^  lmjni^c9it^Qii  pur^ 

'  poses    '    . 

143    ^ 

1842. 

» 

.,     ftd>.  28 

.  Rdplf  to  foregoing  Despatch     • 

152 

1841.. 

, 

* 

, 

.     Dec.! 

.  Kemarks  on  Blue    Books    fori 

1841— State  of  the  Colony    . 

153 

• 

.     Dec.  26 

.  Transmitting    Returns    of    the 
Stipendiary  .Mkgistrais    for 

.   ,  i        ; 

November          .         .,'       .155 

1842. 

' 

• 

.     Jan.  8    . 

.  Forwarding  Return  of  Exports 
for  Quarter  ending  3l8t  De- 
oemlier,  with  General  Return 

' 

for  the  Year       . 

114 

• 

4     Jan.  20 

.  Transmitting  RetunuLof-Stipaa*  • 



—  - 

diary  Magistrates  for  thejnonth 

..,  .  ofDecfinber      .         •     .    • 

115 

, 

.  .     Jan.  20 

.  Purchase  of  Plantation  Pktsance 

-..-.-— 

■•' 

. 

by  sixty-five  labourers 

177  -,.  :•  i 

• 

.     Jan.  20 

.  Forwarding  Return  of  Emigrants 

,  .,   ,■        / 

arrived  during  the  year  1841  • 

177,.      .     7 

• 

\.     Jan.  21 

•  Forwarding  Returns  of  the  state 
of  the  Coolies,  captured  |if- 

*      ,  ' 

■■   i  ■   t 

1  >  ■ ,      '  -  ' 

Tioan^  and  Sierra  Leone  |nd 

Portuguese  Emigrants^  for  )thc 

J 

meotb  of  December     .      ',  . 

178 

• 

.    Jan.  24 

1 

.  Reply  to  Despatch  from  L^rd 
Stanley,  of  Dee.  16,  1841i— 

Stat©  of  the  Colony      .       '•  . 

192 

, 

u     Jan.  24 

•  Cessation  of  Emigration    fr^m 

Madeira  to  British  Guianaj — 

,  .■■  .  •'■'    •■ 

• 

^    iTraatmeht  of  the  £migtant$  . 

192 
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BBITISH  OUIANA 


PAPERS 


RELATIVX   TO 


BRITISH    GUIANA. 


(No.  41.)  No.  1. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  April  27,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  returns  of  stipendiary  magistrates  for  the 
month  of  March. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Right  Hon.  Loid  John  Russell,  (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


No.l. 


Enclosure  in  No.  1. 
Epitome  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates*  Records  of  Complaints  for  March,  1841. 


Magistntes. 


T.  Coleman    . 
A.  van  R.  de  Groot 
W.  J.  Brittam     . 
CR-Whinfidd   . 
A.  M.  Lyons  .     • 

J.  O.  L.  Mure 


K.  Heyland. 


D.  Maclemian 


M.  L.  Fowler 


K<y.or 
Cases. 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


N«ttue  of  Offences. 


(Returned  fiom  sick  leave  on  3l8t 

Maich..) 
Complaints  between  labourers,  aris* 

ing  Qvl'  of  a  supeivtitiuuB  practice 

of  turning  a  key  upon  the  Bible 

to  detect  thievev. 


preferred  by  plantation  labourers 
against  their  employers  for  with- 
holding wages. 

4  preferred  by  journeymen  carpen- 
ters against  master  carpenters  for 
the  recovery  of  wages, 
carpenter  against  coachmaker  for 
five  days'  work. 

preferred  by  managers  against 
labourers  to  obtain  their  ejectment 
from  the  houses  they  occupied  or 
their  labour  for  the  estate. 

3  preferred  by  labourers  against 
employers  for  withholding  wages. 

Complaint  preferred  by  a  labourer 
against  a  carpenter  for  the  recovery 
of  wages  to  the  amount  of  one  and 

L J«1l 


How  disposed  of. 


In  one  case  the  accused  sentenced  to 
a  week's  imprisonment,  with  hard 
labour;  in  the  other,  being  the 
second  similar  conviction,  .  com- 
mitted to  stand  his  trial  before  the 
Supreme  Court. 

In  one  case  ten  dollars  and  a  half 
recovered  with  five  dollars  as  com- 
pensation ;  the  other  disproved  and 
dismissed. 

Inability  to  pay.  Further  proceedings- 
suspended  for  three  months  by 
mutual  consent. 

Three  dollars  awarded  to  the  com- 
plainant. 

One  case  dismissed;  in  the  others, 
the  labourers  promised  their  ser- 
vices to  the  estate  on  which  they 
resided,  and  the  complaints  were 
withdrawn. 

One  disproved  and  dismissed;  in 
another  the  complainant  would  not 
appear;  in  the  third  case  the  com- 
plainant recovered  ten  dollars. 

The  accused  not  appearing  judgment 
was  given  in  favour  of  complainant 
with  one  dollar  compensation  for 


End.  in  No*  K 
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BUTltB  GUIANA 


PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

Epitome  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates'  Records  of  Complaints — continued. 


Magistrates. 


W.  H.  Ware 


J.  A.  Allen 


J.  MacLeod    • 


Geo.  Ross 

(Georgetown 
DistricU) 


No.  of 
Cases. 


13 


49 


1  com 


Nature  of  Offences. 


«;uiijplaint  preferred  by  five  la- 
bourers acaiust  the  manager  of  an 
estate  fox  mjury  to  their  provision- 
grounds  by  the  trespass  of  a  cow, 
the  property  of  the  accused. 

1  complaint  by  manager  against  his 
cook  for  breach  of  contract  of 
service. 

Complainte  preferred  by  corpenteis 
and  labonrerm  against  theif  respec- 
tive employers  for  the  recovery  of 
wages. 


All  occurring  in  the  town  of  New 
Amsterdam,  between  carpenters, 
blacksmiths,  and  jobbera,  fov  die 
recovery  of  wages. 


43  disputed  wages'  accounts  between 
master  and  journeymen  carpen- 
ters, cabinet-makers,  boatmen, 
butchers,  tailors,  &c. 
preferred  by  master  carpenters 
against  their  apprentices  for  neg- 
lecting and  absconding  from  their 
work. 

1  apprentice  carpenter  boy  against 
master  fbr  an  asasolt. 

1  pdiceman  against  a  butcher't  boy 
for  playing  with  dice, 
mothet  V.  father  to  obtain  child's 
maintenance. 

1  plantation  labourer  {gainst  a  soldier 
of  70th  regiment,  ipr  attempting 
to  steal  his  ducks  by.  night. 


How  disposed  of. 


Damage  estimated  at  five  dollars  and 
paid  to  the  complainants,  with  one- 
third  of  a  dollar  to  each  by  way  of 
compensation  for  time  lost  in  pre- 
ferring and  proving  their  com- 
plaint. 

Accused  sentenced  to  pay  two  dollars. 


In  niDt  cases  waul  of  finds  was 
]^ded  in  excsse;  in  three  the 
complainants  claimed  more  than 
was  due;  in  one  (for  one-fourth) 
the  accused  pleaded  ignorance  of 
the  debt.  All  were  amicably 
settled. 

fn  five  cases  want  of  ftnida  was 
pleaded  in  excuse;  in  one  the 
money  had  ool  bee»  asked  te,  and 
in  the  other  a  third  party  was 
liable.  All  were  adjusted  to  (he 
satis^tion  of  the  acKeral  com- 
plainants. 

Seven  dismissed ;  the  remainder  ad- 
justed according  to  proof. 


In  one  case  the  accused  admmiished 
and  dismissed,  in  the  other  sen- 
tenced to  six  days*  solitary  confine- 
ment. 

Accused  sentenced  to  pay  three  d<^lars 
to  complainuit. 

Admonished  and  dismissed. 

Three  dollars  awarded. 

The  accused  sentenced  to  three  weeke' 
imprisonment  widi  hard  labotff. 


Summary  of  the  Stipendiary  MagiaCratee*  Reoards  €t  Coaipkdiits  &r  the  month  of  March, 

Messrs.  Stipendiary  Justicea  Coleman^  De  Groot>  Brittain,  and  Whinfield  report  that  they 
had  no  coinplainta  between  maetevs  and  servants  preferred  before  them  during  the  month  of 
March. 

Mr.  Stitnendiary  Justice  Mure's.  record  oontaiiR  tmo  cases,  both  of  which  are  complaints 
between  laoourers,  arisiiig  out  of  a  certain  superstitious  practice  of  turning  a  key  upon  the 
Bible^  as  a  means  of  detecting  persons  ffuilty  of  theft.  In  one  case  the  two  accused  were 
eentenced  to  a  week*s  imprisonment,  witn  hard  labour,  under  Her  Majesty's  Order  in  Council 
of  the  7th  of  September,  1838,  for  the  sopjA^ession  of  vagrancy.  In  the  other,  which  was 
the  second  conviction  for  a  similar  offence,  the  party  was  committed  to  stand  his  trial  before 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Criminal  Justice. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Heytand's  record  contains  six  cases  of  complaints,  of  which  two 
were  preferred  by  plaatatioi^  iabourvs,  against  their  managefis  for  withholding  wages ;  in  one 
case  tne  accused  admitted  the  charge,  but  justified  himself  on  the  plea  that  the  complainant 
had  wilfully  lost  a  saddle,  of  nearly  double  the  amount  of  wages  due.  The  accuse^  was 
nerertheless  ordered  to  pay  10^  dollars  wages,  with  5  dollars  compensation  for  the  injury  and 
loss  of  time  he  had  occasioned  to  the  complainant ;  the  other  case  was  dismissed.  The 
remaining  four  coms  were  preferred  by  journeymen  carpenters  against  a  master  carpenter,  for 
the  recovery  of  various  sums  due  for  work  performed,  which  were  severally  achnitted  by  the 
accused ;  but  oiriiic  to  disappointments,  he  pleaded  inability  to  meet  them  at  the  moment,  and 
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amendment,  and  the  complaints  were  withdrawn.     The  remaining  three  cases  in  this  record  BRITISH  GUIANA 
ane  complfdots  preferred  by  labourers  against  their  managers  for  non-paymeirt  of  wagas,  m  *"^ 

one  of  which  the  amount  claimed  was  8(2.,  in  ajiother^  6y  dollars,  and  in  the  other,  10 
doBars.  The  Ant.  of  these  was  dtsprored ;  in  tfaeveeond,  k  was  mantamed  that  the  amonnt 
daimed  had  been  paid  to  some  one  on  behalf  of  the  complainant ;  the  aocosed  was,  never- 
theless, sentenced  to  pay  the  demand  :  and  iu  the  third,  the  complainant  omitted  to  appear 
both  on  the  day  first  appointed,  and  on  the  day  to  which  the  hearing  of  the  case  was,  on  that 
account  adjourned. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Fowler's  record  contains  one  case ;  a  complaint  preferred  by  a 
labourer  against  a  carpenter,  for  the  recovery  of  wages,  to  the  amount  of  1^  dollara. 
Defendant  not  «{q>earing,  judgment  was  given  in  favour  of  the  complainant,  with  one  dollar 
for  compensation.     Warrant  issued  to  carry  the  sentence  into  effect. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  J4iatice  Strutt!s  record  contains  one  case;  a  complaint  preferred  by  a 
labourer  against  hjs  maaager  for  an  assault.  The  accused  pleaded  guilty  to  having  given  the 
complainant  one  slap  ou  the  fao^  and  was  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  1/.  sterling,  in  favour  of 
complainant. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Ware's  record  contains  two  cases.  The  first  is  a  complaint  pre- 
ferred by  five  labourers  against  the  manager  of  an  estate  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  on 
which  they  were  employed,  for  injury  to  their  provision  grounds  by  the  trespass  of  a  cow,  the 
property  of  the  accused  ;  the  damage  was  estimated  at  five  dollars,  which,  together  with  one- 
third  of  a  dollar  to  each  of  the  complainants  us  compensation  for  loss  of  time  in  preferring 
and  substantiating  the  charge,  was  readily  paid  by  the  party  .accused.  The  other  case  is  a 
complaint  prefen«d  by  a  manager  of  an  estate  against  his  cook  for  a  breach  of  contract  of 
service  in  absenting  himself  without  any  sufficient  cause  for  three  days  successively ;  the 
existence  of  a  lunar  momh's  contract  was  proved,  and  the  accused  sentenced  to  pay  a  penalty 
of  two  dollars. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Allen's  record  contains  13  cases  of  complaints  prefen*ed  by  car- 
<peiifcers  and  labourers  against  their  respective  enmloyers  for  the  recovery  of  wages ;  in  nine  of 
which,  want  of  funds  was  pleaded  as  an  excuse  for  non-payment,  and  a  little  indulgence  as  to 
time  agreed  to ;  in  three  cases,  the  complainants  claimed  more  than  was  due,  and  in  one, 
whase  the  sum  of  l&d.  was  claimed,  the  aoeused  pleaded  igfioraoee  of  the  debt,  a^  forthwith 
paid  it;  all  were,  as  stated  by  the  magistrate,  <' amicably  settled." 

Mr«  Stipendiary  Justice  M'Leod's  reeoiti  of  comjdaints  contains  seven  cases,  all  occurring 
in  the  town  of  New  Amsterdam,  between  blacksmiths,  carpenters,  and  jobbers,  for  the  recovery 
of  wages ;  in  all  of  which  the  several  claims  were  admitted  ;  in  five  cases,  want  of  funds  was 
pleaded  in  excuse  for  non-payment,  and  indulgence  granted;  ia  one,  the  money  due  had  not 

f)revious1y  been  asked  for,  and  payment  was  forthwith  made  j  in  the  other,  a  third  party  was 
iable,  and  an  order  upon  him  accepted. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice,  Ross's  record  for  tlie  Georgetown  district  contains  49  cases ;  of 
which  43  are  disputed  wages  accounts  between  masters  and  journeymen  carpenters,  cabinet- 
makers, boatmen,  butchers,  tailors,  &c.,  seven  of  which  were  dismissed,  and  in  the  remainder, 
awards  made  according  to  the  evidence;  two  are  complaints  preferred  against  apprentice 
carpenter  boys  for  negl^^g  and  absconding  from  their  masters'  service,  in  one  of  which  the 
-  acc\»ed  was  admonished  and  dismissed,  and  in  the  other,  sentenced  to  six  days'  solitary  con- 
finement in  the  colony  gaol ;  one  is  a  complaint  preferred  by  an  apprentice  carpenter  boy 
against  liis  miaster  Sor  an  assault,  for  which  the  accused  was  sentenced  to  pay  three  dollars ; 
one  is  a  complaint  preferred  by  a  policeman  against  a  butcher's  boy  for  playing  with  dice, 
which  was  dismissed  with  admonition.  Another  is  a  complaint  preferred  by  the  mother  of  a 
child  against  its  lather  to  obtain  maintenanoe  money,  in  which  three  dollars  were  awarded  to 
the  complainant ;  and  the  remaining  case,  as  yet  unnoticed,  is  a  complaint  prefeiTed  by  a 
plantation  labourer  working  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town,  against  a  private  soldier  of  the 
/0th  regiment,  for  attempting  at  midnight  to  rob  the  complainant  of  some  ducks ;  convicted 
and  sentenced,  under  Her  Majesty's  Order  in  Council  &r  the  suppression  of  vagrancy,  to 
three  weeks'  imprisonment  with  hard  labour. 

Reepeetftilly  subioitted  by 
(Signed^  W.  B.  Wolseley,  Circuit  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


.(3fo.42.)  No^a 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russjeuul. 

My  Locd,  GovermBeiii:  Hoiiie,  Demerar^^  April  27,  1841. 

I  HAVE  Ae  hoBQur  to  transmit  the  Coollie  returns  for  the  monrth  of  March.  No.  2. 

Two  deaths  are  reported,  one  of  fever,  the  other  from  debility.    Though  not  mcn- 
tk>iied,  I  uaderBtaad  the  fever  ^»se  arose  £rom  bard  -drkikmg. 

I  have,  S9C^ 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  RusseJl,  (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.  &c.  Soc 
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: PAPERS  EBLATIVE  TO  THE. 


BRITISH  GUIANA 
End.  in  No.  2. 


Enclosure  in  No.  2,  

'     '     '  •  .'   ' 
Monthly  Report  respecting  Hill  Coolies  on  Plantations  Belle  Vue,  Wales,  and  Vreidestein,  this  Ist' 

April,  1841.   .  '•  :  .  :      .  1 


Na.osfi«Eate. 

Namec 

of 

Absentees. 

N«mber 
of  Days 

Absent. 

Deatbt 

since  last 
Report 

Number  of  B&ck  thfe  d^y,  and 

general  StAte  of  Hl^Uh  duriki^ 

Iiast  Month. 

Particulars  and  > 

Besultiof  any 

Ciompl^iots 

pMfiitHdiiktbe 

course  of, 
the  past  Honth. 

Location. 

J 

^ 

1 

Bella  Vue , 
Wales  •     . 

Vreidestein 

56 
50 

21 

2 
2 

•  • 

•  • 
3 

•  • 

Jotrhyessing 
'  with  leave. 

None   •     • 

None   .     • 

i 

June  7. 
1839. 

•  • 

NOM       . 

Of  fever, 
Hurry 
Mau)<ee, 
Marchie, 
1841. 

KyfutABee 
Marchl9. 
debUity. 

None     • 

Number  of  sick,  5 ;  genettl  sMe 
of  health  during  past  month 
irood. 

Number  of  lick,  6.   <*The|tene- 

ral  hMlth  or  the  Cuolln  located  on 
Flanution  Walm  has    beep   pwtty 
Kord,  although  a  u umber  of  them  came 
witfi    aoiQa.  sod  one  or  tMf  ptHbci 
invalids.    One  of  them  die«l  Umu  ex> 
hamtimi  md  dalilHty,  alM»  an  old  ttian 
about  60  of  fever  on  the  third  day.    I 
an  happy  now  to  r«|>art  tbatall  MU«# 
caaet  o(  sorft  hava  been  completely 
cmed." 

(Signed)  A.  HotwrovK. 

Hedkal  Attendant 
April  2. 1141. 

No.  of  sick,  2.  «  I  have  to  report 

that  the  general  health  of  the 

Coolies  located  here  has  been 

very  good  for  the  last  month.*' 

(Signed)  A.HouSTOOK, 

Medical  Attendant. 
Vreidestein,  Apnl  2, 1841. 

,  1 

J.  O.  LocKHART  MuRB,  Stipendiary  Justice  of  the  Peace,  District  D. 
Monthly  Rbport  respecting  the  Hill  Coolies  on  Plantation  Highbury,  1st  April,  1841. 


Number  on  Estate. 

Names  of 
Absentees. 

Number 

of 

Days  Absent. 

Deaths  since 
last  Report ; 

Names 
and 

Dates. 

Number  of  Sick  on  31st 
ulr.,  and  general  State 

of  their  Health 
during  the  last  Month. 

Particulars  and  TbmA 

of  any  Complaint 

preferred  In  the  course 

ofthepaatM4)nUw 

1 

1 

u 

93 

7 

10 

None  '•     • 

e 

No  death  . 
One  birth 

Fifteen 

(9  with  soies.) 
«*  Geneml  state  of  health 
good." 
(Signed)  J  CoLLTXORi. 

No  complaint. 

J.  M*Lbod,  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  K.  Distnct. 
Month  LV  Rbport  respecting  the  Hill  Coolies  on  Plantation  Waterloo,  this  1st  day  of  April,  1841. 


Number  On  Estate. 

Names 
of 

Absentees. 

Number 

of 

Days  Absent. 

Number  of  Sick  on  31st  ult 

and  general  State  of  their 

Health  during  the  past  Month. 

Particulars  and  Results  of 
any  Complaints 

preferred  in  the  course  of 
the  past  Month. 

1 

S 

§ 

39 

•  . 

•  • 

Puckera     . 

30 

9 
Good. 

None. 

Richard  W.  Egg,  Manager. 
1st  AprU,  1841. 


Office  of  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  District  1., 
County  Berbice,  1st  April,  1841. 
A.  Van  Rtck  de  Groot,  Stipendiary  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Monthly  Rkport  respecting  the  HiU  Coolies  on  Plantation  Anna  Regina,  this  1st  day  of  April,  1841. 


Number  on  Estate. 

Names  of 
Absentees. 

Namher 

of 

Days  Abeent 

Deaths  since 
last  Report ; 

Names 
and 

Dates. 

Number  of  Sick  on  3lst 
idt.,  and  general  State 

of  tlieir  Health 
during  the  past  Month. 

Particulars  and  Results 

i 

3 
1 

1 

of  any  Complaints 

preferred  by  Coolies  in 

the  coiurse  of  the  last 

Month. 

43 

3 

6 

None   .     . 

•     • 

No  death  . 

One  sick     •     •     •     . 
Doctor's  remark : — 
«TheCooUes  have  en- 
joyed very  good  health 
during  the  post  month, 
with  only  one  excep- 
tion.'* 
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BRITISH  QUI  Air  A 


(No.  500  No.  3. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  RyspiiU ^- 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  May  4,  1841. 

In  conformity  with  the  item  placed  oo  the  estimate  for  1841,  and  agreed  to,  ^^^  ^ 

by  Sir  Henry  M'Leod,  I  considered  I  was  authorized  to  pejrmit  the  purchase  of  the 
Vewtnelsi  st^^mety  180-horse  power,  brought  out  to  Barbados  by  Messrs.  Cavan 
and„Company,'  for  which  purchase  the  sum  of  47,000  dollars  was  paid  by  bills,  the 
last  instalmeoit  ta  be  in  August.  The  Venezuela  will  be  employed  as  occasion 
requires  for  emigration  purposes;  and  is  'under  a  committee  of  management,  subject 
to  my  approvfi|l  of  their  arrangements. 

My  consent  was  given  also  to  communication;  with  ^ngland  for  the  purchase  of 
another  steamer  for  emigration  purposes,  for  the  service  of  the  colony.  The  speedy 
intercourse  with  the  islands  by  these  means,  and  return  there  free  of  expenBe,  will 
I  trust  enable  this  colony  to  profit  by  those  intervals  in  the  season  of  crop,  peculiar 
to  the  islands,  beneficial  to  all  parties,  without  excitinjg  the  jealousy  of  the  islands 
with  regard  toi  this  favoured  province,  where  no  intern^ission  of  crop  exists. 

I  have  onlyix)  regret  that  such  mode, of  communication  had,  not  been  adopted, 
as  earnestly  pifessed  by  me,  two  years  ago. 

T  bave  Slc 
The  Right  Hc|n.  Lord  Jehn  Russell,  (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  51.)  No,  4.  . 

"  Copy  of  a  T5ESPATCH  from  Governor  Ia^bt  to  Lovd  John  Russell. 
My  Lord,  Governmjent  Hjouse,  Pemerara,  Mjiy  21,  1841.  no.  4. 

On  the  12th  instant  I  received  a  Despatch  from  the  British  Legation  at      No«.  i  and  2. 
Rio,  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  copy.     It  was  accompanied  by  letters 
from  the  sheriff  of  Berbice  and  agent  of  emigrants,  of  which  i:opies  are  herewith      Not  received. 
transmitted. 

It  appears  that  the  Portuguese  captured  slaver  Dous  de  Fevereiro,  alluded  to  in 
Mr.  Ouseley's  Despatch,  had  been  forced  to  put  into  Berbice  from  distress,  having 
had  a  voyage  of  53  days  instead  of  35,  and  20  of  the  Africans  had  died  on  the 
passage.  The  remaining  J 60.  were  inuaediately  diaemharted^.tka.^igk  tnken  4o^- 
the  h^ltal  at  New  Amsterdam,  the  healthy  sent  to  a  building  provided  for  them, 
where  they  still  remain,  well  take«  care  of  and  provided  <  with  food  and  clothing. 

Of  4he  ^ick,  four-  biive  mnce  die*,  and  one  retimined  in-tfag  last  report  In  a  pre-"' 
carious  state.     The  rest  are  convalescent,  or  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery. 

As  this  colony  has  made  due  provision,  according  to  Act  of  Parliament,  for  the 
reception  and  care  of  Africans  introduced,  after  consultation  with  the  law  officers, 
I  considered  it  my  duty  to  relieve  Her  Majesty^s  Government  of  all  expense,  though 
I  have  left  the  nominal  superintendence  by  the  collector  of  Her  Majesty's  customs 
to  him  until  the  condemnation  by  the  Vice-Admiijalty  Court  here  df  the  captured 
slaver.  Copies  of  my  correspondence  with  the  collector  are  herewith  transniitted.  No.  3  to  9. 
Whe»  your  Lordship  has  been  satisfied  by  the  documetits  transmitted  that  every '"^ 

{recautionary  measure  has  been  enforced  for  the  proper  treatment  of  the  Africans, 
respectfully  trust  that  what  I  have  done  mil  be  approved. 

It  has  been  determined  iu  the  Court  of  Policy  to  send  the  Venezuela  steamer,  Ftdecopyofmyre- 
lately  purchased,  to  Rio  Janeiro,  to  bring  back  the  remainder  of  the  Africana  P^y  ^o  Mr.  Ottseley. 
captuiid-inth^  Portuguese  dlaver,  by  which  the  length  ofroyage  may fre  diminished*  " 
to  18  or  20  days ;  and  the  authority  given  to  the  British  Minister  to  incur  any 
expense  in  the  transport  of  captured  Africans  to  this  colony  will  I  hope  facilitate 
his  views  in  their  transfer.     It  has  been  considered  as  a  great  boon,  and  the 
coloniirts  are  disposed  to  act  in  the  most  liberal  way,  in  accordance  with  the  views 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government.     In  the  interest  of  this  colony,  I  respectfully  urge 
your  Lordship's  favourable  support  to  the  continuance  of  a  transfer  of  such  captur^ 
Africans  as  may  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  British  Minister  at! Rio  de  Janeiro  to  this 
colony.  j 

I  haVe  &c.      ! 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell,  (Signed)  jHENRV'  LIGHT. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 
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British  GUIANA  Enclosure  1,  in  No.  4. 

Sir,  British  Leffation,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  March  17,  1841. 

End.  i,  in  No.  4.  ^  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  recommend  that  the  Portuguese  slave  brig  Dous  de 

FeyerehD,  kno^rn  under  many  other  name»as  the  "Fortuna/'  "  Duas  Franaas,"  &c.,  lately 
captured  under  the  new  Act  of  Parliament  by  Her  Majesty's  brigantine  Fawn,  should  be  sent 
to  Demerara  for  adjudication,  with  180  of  the  Africans  found  on  board  her,  it  not  being 
possible,  consistently  with  the  health  and  safety  of  the  priae  crew  and  Africans,  to  send  more 
tbain  that  mimber  at  once.  Svch  of  the  moainder  of  the  negroes  as  are  in  g^ood  health  ai^ 
fcr  the  pesent  on  board  Her  Majesty's  reerifing  ship  Crescent ;  the  siek  are  in  an  hos{>ilal 
ship. 

As  there  can  be  no  defence  made  in  the  case  of  this  capture,  having  3S0  negroes  on  board 
when  taken,  remaining  alive  out  of  500  shipped  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  I  take  the  libeity  of 
strongly  recommending  that  the  Dous  de  Fevereiro,  which,  from  a  survey  held  upon  her  here, 
appears  to  be  in  remaricably  good  order,  and  is  reported  a  fast  sailer,  should  be,  with  her  prize 
crew,  sent  back  hither  as  soon  sts  pos8ft)le.  'ITle  Pami  is  a  very  small  cruieer  (formerly  the 
^  Carolina**  sluver,  taken  on  this  coast),  and  the  abeenoe  of  an  offioer  and  prize  crew  much 
weakens  her  complement. 

The  Dous  de  Fevereiro  will  then  probably  (unless  another  opportunity  occurs  in  the  mean 
time  by  the  capture  of  a  vessel  without  Africans  on  board,  or  otherwise,  or  unless  Rear- 
Admiral  Sir  Edward  King,  commander-in-chief  on  this  station,  should  adopt  a  different 
course),  be  again  sent  to  Demerara  with  the  remainder  of  the  Africans,  in  charge  of  whatever 
officer  and  prize  crew  the  commander-in-chief  may  think  fit  to  send  with  her. 

I  have  been  informed  that  labourers/  such  as  those  now  forwarded  by  the  Dous  de  Fevereiro, 
are  in  request  at  the  colony  under  yow  Excellency's  Governmeat,  and  I  should  be  obliged 
by  having  your  opinion  and  recommendation  as  to  the  propriety  or  comparative  expediency  of 
sending  from  hence  in  future,  when  opportunity  ofiers,  other  Africans  under  circumstances 
similar  to  those  from  on  board*  the  D©ws  de  Fevereiro  t^  Demerara,  Trinidad,  or  any  of 
the  West  India  Islands. 

The  objects  of  Her  Majesty's  GovemmeiA  being,  I  am  convinced,  best  served  in  the  presoot 
instance,  both  for  the  advantage  of  the  Africans  and  that  of  Her  Majesty's  colonial  pos- 
sessions, by  sending  tiie  negroefs  to  the  colofy  under  your  Excellency's  Government,  I  venture 
to  request  your  countenance  and  assistance  to  Mr.  Johnstone,  the  officer  in  charge  of  D««s 
de  Fevereiro,  so  as  to  enable  him,  with  the  men  and  vessel  under  his  command,  to  return  as 
soon  as  possible  to  this  capital.  In  ease  «f  bad  weather,  or  other  aceidental  circumstances, 
so  far  injuring  the  Dous  de  Fevereiro  as  to  reader  her  unseaworthy  or  occa»on  meoch  loss 
of  time  in  repairs  and  refitting,  could  a  passage  be  provided  for  Mr.  Johnstone  and  the  priae 
crew  to  Para,  they  might  thence  proceed  by  the  monthly  steam-packets  to  this  port  with  but 
Uttle  delay. 

Not  being  aware  of  the  resources  of  the  colony  under  your  Excellency's  Grovernment,  nor 
with  its  local  circumstances,  it  is  with  diffidence  that  I  suggest  the  possibility  of  allowing  a 
steamer  to  tow  the  Dous  de  Fevereiro  some  part  of  her  way  so  as  to  obtain  an  offing 
idioald  she  return  hither  at  once. 

I  have,  &c.. 

His  Exc^lenqr  Henry  Light,  Esq.,  (Signed)  W.  G.  OuscLsr. 

Governor  of  British  Guiana. 

(A  true  Copy.) 
W.  B.  WoLSELKY,  Assistant  Government  Secretary. 


EnelofiFure  2,  in  No.  4. 
Sir,  Government  House,  Demerara,  May  15,  1841. 

.  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  l^er  of  the  17th  March,  by  tfie 

End.  2,  m  No.  4.    po^uguese  brig  (slaver)  Dous  de  Feverwro. 

Directions  have  been  given  to  the  Queen's  advocate  in  the  Admiralty  to  expedite  the 
adjudication,  and  I  am  informed  that  within  seventeen  days  from  the  first  steps  being  taken, 
the  matter  will  be  brought  to  a  conclusion. 

Inclosed  you  will  receive  copy  of  the  report  of  sheriflT  of  the  county  of  Berbioe,  notifying  the 
arrival  in  that  district  of  this  Government,  of  the  brig,  with  160  negroes,  and  explanatory  of 
the  measures  which  have  been  adopted  for  their  reception  and  maintenance.  On  this  subject 
I  also  endbse  the  copy  of  report  of  the  emigration  agent ;  these  documents,  will,  I  tnMt,  prove 
satisfoctory  to  you« 

There  will  not  be  the  slightest  difficulty  in  procuring  an  immediate  and  advantageous 
location  on  estates  of  those  Africans  who  are  not  m  the  hospital,  and  this  will  be  the  case  with 
any  number  not  exceeding  5000,  which  you  may  be  enabled  to  transfer  to  this  colony  in  any 
one  year. 

There  are  funds  already  appropriated  and  applicable  to  the  introduction  of  labourers  into 
this  colony  amounting  to  upwards  of  55,000/.  sterling. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  an  extract  minute  of  the  proceedings  of  the  local  legislature, 
by  which  you  will  perceive  that  any  necessary  expenses  incurred  by  you  or  imder  your 
authority  in  the  transport  of  captured  Africans  will  be  immediately  defrayed. 

I  also  enclose  an  ordinance,  No.  68,  enacted  in  1836,  and  approved  by  the  Crown,  on  the 
provision  for  the  maintenance  out  of  the  colonial  funds  of  Africans  transferred  to  this  colony. 

This  ordinance  is  in  some  particulars,  (namely,  as  respects  the  magistracy  who  arc  to  have 
jurisdiction  over  the  Africans  and  the  period  of  indenture  into  whicn,  if  they  so  please  and 
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find  It  to  be  their  interest  to  enter),  modified  by  Her  Majesty's  Orders  in  Council,  of  the  7th  BRITISH  OUIANA 
September,  1838,  also  herewith  enclosed.  — 

I  also  enclose  anordraance  recently  enacted  for  the  encouragement  of  the  introduction  of       No.  4.  1841. 
labourers  into  this  colony,  framed  on  a  draft  transmitted  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Secretary  of 
State,  C!olonial  Department,  and  the  confinoatioa  of  whidii  by  Her  Majesty  is  momentarily 
expected. 

The  resources  of  this  colony  are  so  great  if  hands  can  be  obtained  &r  their  development, 
Itat  I  venture  to  express  my  earnest  wishes  to  you,  that  you  wonkl  U9e  your  Lafluence  in 
fkvour  of  this,  the  nearest  and  most  fertile  of  Her  Majeety's  colonial  posseasione^  where  wages 
are  high,  where  an  able-bodied  man  may  earn  a  dollar  per  day  in  seven  or  eight  hours,  where 
bouses,  provision-grounds,  and  medical  attendance  are  afforded  in  addition  to  wages,  where 
schools,  chapels,  churches,  and  ministers  of  every  denomination  of  Christians,  are  within  reach 
of  the  mass,  and  where  the  maae  «re  more  strictly  protected  in  their  rights  than  perhaps  in 
any  country  in  the  world. 

This  D^atch  will  be  conveyed  to  you  by  the  Veneauela  Bteamer  belonging  to  this  colony, 
lately  purchased  for  emigration  purposes,  347  tons  and  1 50-horse  power,  and  by  tonnage, 
authorised  to  embark  208  persona,  and  in  her  or  in  any  odier  vessel  you  are  authorised   yide  Minute  of  the 
unc'er  the  guarantee  given,  to  forward  any  number  a",  your  disposal  ^^  ^^  Policy. 

It  being  the  opinion  of  ibe  Crown  lawyers  here,  of  which  oopy  is  herewith  transuwtted,  that  No.  4. 

the  prize  vessel  cannot  be  allowed  to  depart  for  Rio  even  after  adjudication,  Mr.  Johnstone 
and  the  prize  crew  will  return  with  the  Venezuela,  and  I  am  thus  enabfed  to  comply  with 
jour  wish  for  his  speedy  return. 

^  If  you  should  think  it  necessary  to  enq^y  a  surgeon  to  aceconpany  the  Africans  from  Rio, 
tidier  in  the  Venezuela  or  any  other  vessel  that  may  hereafter  be  sent»  the  guarantee  to  cover 
all  necessary  expenses,  will  be  a  sufficient  authority  to  you  to  engage  one  for  the  voyage,  and 
for  any  stores  or  provisions  you  may  think  ri^t  to  order. 

On  Mr.  Johnstone's  arrival  at  George  Town,  the  Court  of  Policy  immediately  provided  for 
faift  expoises  at  an  hotel. 

I  have*  &c. 
W.  G.  Ouseley,  Esq.  (Signed)  Henry  Light. 

&c.         &c.  Governor  of  British  Guiana. 


Jgneipflufe  3,  in  No.  4. 
Sir,  Custom-House,  Demerara,  May  13,  184J  • 

I  HAVi  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  an  extract  of  a  report  from  the  sub-collector  of    End.  3,  in  No.  4. 
Berbice,  relative  to  certain  captured  slaves  which  have  been  carried  into  Berbice,  and  request 
that  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  give  me  your  directions  thereon. 

I  have,  &c.. 
His  Esoelleney  Henry  Light,  Ssq<,  (Signed)         CHAajUBs  Robinson,  Collector. 

&C.  &c.  &c. 


Extract  of  a  Report  from  the  Sub-collector  of  Berbice. 

Sir,  Custom-House,  Berbice,  May,  1841. 

I  HASTEN  to  inform  you  that  a  foreign  vessel,  either  a  Brazilian  or  Venezuelan,  arrived 
here  this  morning  with  160  slaves  oa  board,  cs^ptured  on  the  coast  of  Veneeuela  by  the 
^hooner  Fawn,  (a  teoder  to  Her  Majesty's  ship  Cresoent^  stationed  at  Rio  de  Janeiro.) 

Immediately  on  her  coming  to,  I  sent  an  officer  on  board  to  obtain  infoxmation,  whose 
report,  on  returning  to  the  office,  I,  beg  leave  to  enclose. 

I  have  uai  seen  the  prize-master,  nor  have  I  had  any  application  relative  to  the  vessel  or 
slaves.  I  understand,  however,  that  the  prize-master  has  been  in  communication  with  his 
honour  the  sheriff  upon  the  subject,  and  that  he  is  about  to  land  some  portion  of  the  slaves. 

I  have  therefore  to  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  favour  me  with  your  instructions  hereon  by 
an  early  opportunity ;  but  should  the  prize-master  call  upon  me  to  interfere  in  the  meantime, 
I  shall  recommend  him  to  proceed  to  Demerara,  as  it  is  not  a  case  of  distress,  or  one  requiring 
immediate  relief. 

P.S.— Since  writing  the  enclosed,  I  have  learned  that  the  sheriff  has  directed  Mr.  Lowenfeld, 
as  immigration  agent,  to  take  charge  of  the  slaves,  and  for  which  purpose  a  building  has  been 
rented  for  their  accommodation.  It  is  said  by  the  prize-master,  that  the  Mixed  Commission 
at  Rio  has  passed  sentence  of  condemnation. 

(Signed)  John  Tull,  Snb-collector. 

The  Collector  of  Her  Majesty's  Customs,  Demerara. 


Copy  of  Officer's  Report  referred  to. 

The  prize-office  being  on  shore,  all  the  information  I  could  collect  fr-om  the  sailors  wa^ 
that  the  vessel  was  captured  by  the  Fawn  schooner  off  the  coast  of  Venezuela,  on  her  way  to 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  had  on  board,  when  taken,  375  slaves,  18  of  whom  died  on  the  passage  to 
Rio,  died  on  board  at  Rio,  12,  left  on  board  the  Crescent  at  Rio,  170,  brought  from  thence  to 
Berbice,  160,  20  having  died  on  the  passage.  The  mate  and  the  seamen  are  all  of  the 
original  crew  now  on  board. 

(Signed)  R.  B.  Ritchie,  L.  W. 

Twelve  o'clock,  noon.  May  11,  1841. 
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BRITISH  OUIANA  Enclosure  4^  in  No.  4.  . 

**^  OoYernnient  Secretary's  Ofllce,  Demerara, 

Sir,  May  13,  1841. 

End.  4,  in  No.  4.  I  h  AYE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date,  and  to  acquaint 

you  that  previously  to  its  receipt  his  Excellency  was  aware  of  the  arrival  at  Berbice  of  the 
jcaptured  negroes  therein  mentioned. 

The  vessel,  in  diarge  of  a  prtz^-master  and  crew,  has  been  sent  here  for  adjudication ;  and 
the  necessary  directions  for  that  purpose  have  already  been  issued  to  the  proper  officers,  and 
every  exertion  will  be  made  to  facilitate  the  views  expressed  in  regard  to  these  people  by  Her 
Majesty*s  Charge  d'Aflbire»  at  Rio,  who  has  officially  communicated  with  the  Governor  on 
the  subject. 

Every  thing  necessary  for  the  due  care  of  the  Africans  has  been  alreadv  provide  by  the 
resident  emigration  agent,  who  will  act  in  conjunction  with  the  sheriff  of  the  district,  and  in 
obedience  to  such  instructions  as  his  Excellency  may  from  time  to  time  find  it  necessary  to 
issue. 

Employment  will  be  immediately  found  for  all  who  are  capable  of  ondertaking  it,  and  yoa 
are  alreacfy  aware  that  ample  provision  from  the  Colonial  funds  has  been  made  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  the  reception  and  temporary  maintenance  of  persons  introduced  into  this 
colony  to  recruit  our  labouring  population.  The  sick  are  in  hospital  with  proper  medical 
attendance,  under  the  supervision  of  the  sheriff  and  Board  of  Church  and  Poor's  Fund,  and 
the  others  are  in  a  comfortable  building  at  Plantation  Overwinning,  which  the  owner  had,  pre- 
viously to  the  arrival  of  these  Africans,  given  over  to  the  emigration  agent. 

Under  these  circumstances,  his  Excellency  has  not  anj  instructions  at  present  to  give  you 
respecting  these  Africans. 

Having  been  engaged  in  Court  with  the  Governor  all  day,  I  must  request  you  to  excuse  the 
haste  with  which  this  letter  has  been  written.  I  have,  &c, 

Charles  Robinson,  Esq.,  (Signed)  H.  E.  P.  Young,  Government  Secretary* 

Collector  of  Her  Majesty's  Customs. 


Enclosure  5,  in  No.  4. 
Sir,  Custom-House,  Demerara,  May  14,  1841. 

End.  5,  in  No.  4.  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday,  referring  to 

the  case  and  disposal  of  the  captured  Africans  sent  into  this  colony  by  Her  Majesty's  schooner 
Fawn  (as  tender  to  Her  Majesty's  ship  Crescent.)  Herewith  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit, 
for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  a  copy  of  the  Order  of  Her  Majesty's 
Treasury  on  this  subject,  as  conveyed  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  (jordon  of  the  10th  of  October  last, 
to  the  Honourable  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Customs,  and  by  them  transmitted  to  their 
several  collectors  in  these  Colonies  for  their  information  and  government.  As  these  orders, 
founded  on  the  several  Acts  of  Parliament  and  Orders  in  Council  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade,  throw  a  very  weighty  responsibility  on  the  head  of  this  department,  and  as  it  is  only 
within  a  few  days  that  corresponding  instructions  and  orders  have  been  received  relative  to 
this  mode  of  defraying  the  expenses,  &c.,  of  this  service,  1  would  respectfully  submit  to  his 
Excellency  whether  the  transferring  this  duty  to  the  sheriff  and  emigration  agent  must  not 
have  the  effect  of  releasing  this  department  from  further  responsibility,  the  more  especially  as 
that  in  the  second  page  of  the  regulations  for  the  guidance  of  the  collectors,  transmitted  by  my 
Lord  John  Russell,  and  received  here  on  the  19tn  April  last,  it  is  stated  that  '•  the  dmties 
imposed  upon  the  collector,  in  respect  of  this  service,  are  to  be  performed  by  hinaself,  assisted 
by  the  officers  of  his  department,  and  not  to  be  deputed  by  others,  he  will  be  responsible  for 
the  service  being  conducted,"  &c.  I  have,  &c.. 

The  Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young,  (Signed)  Charles  Robinson,  Collector. 

&c.  &c. 

Gentlemen^  Treasury  Chambers,  October  10,  1840. 

Thb  attention  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  has  been  called 
to  the  arrangements  it  may  be  proper  to  make  for  the  reception  and  disposal  of  Africans  cap- 
tured under  instructions  which  have  been  issued  in  regard  to  the  Portuguese  slave  trade,  or 
under  other  circumstances  which  may  render  it  necessary  that  they  should  be  landed  in  the 
nearest  British  colony,  or  where  no  Court  competent  to  adjudicate  on  the  capture  may  exist* 
and  that  immediate  provision  should  be  made  for  their  temporary  maintenance. 

With  reference  to  this  subject,  as  it  appears  to  my  Lords  that  certain  instructions  which  have 
been  conveyed  to  the  Governors  of  colonies  have  tended  to  interfere  with  the  regulations  by 
which  the  charge  of  Africans  landed  from  captured  slave  vessels  would  devolve  on  the  officers 
of  your  department  at  the  place  of  debarkation,  they  have  signified  to  Her  Majesty's  Secretary 
of  State  their  opinion  that  the  collector  of  customs  is  the  fittest  person  for  that  charge,  especially 
in  cases  in  which  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  people  landed,  is  to  fall  on  the  funds  of  this 
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being  so  landed,  the  expense  must  be  defrayed,  as  heretofore,  by  bills  on  this  Board,  which  BRITISH.  GUIANA 
tbfi  governors  will  draw  under  the  eiusting  regulations,  in  favour  of  the  collector  of  customs,  ^" 

and  in  this  caae  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  to  take  immediate  measures  under  the 
directions  of  the  oflBcers  in  charge  of  the  local  governments  for  the  transfer  of  the  people  to  the 
nearest  colony  in  which  provision  for  receiving  them  has  been  made. 

I  am  likewise  to  desire  you  will  cause  the  officers  of  your  department  in  the  Colonies  to  be 
wprised  of  the  intention  of  this  Board,  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  several  respects 
*^ove  adverted  to,  for  their  guidance. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  R.  Gordon. 

(No.  86.)  ^  X.         . 

Custom  House^  London,  15th  October,  1840. 

.  The  foregoing  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gordon,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  is  transmitted  to  the  collector  at  Demerara  for  his 
infoffmation  and  guidance. 

By  order  of  the  Commissioners. 
(A  true  Copy.)  (Signed)  J.  Ker. 

CBABI.E9  Robinson,  Collector. 


Enclosure  6,  in  No.  4. 

Sir,  Government  Secretary's  Office,  Demerara,  18th  May,  1841.        End.  «,  in  No.  4. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant, 
eacloaing  the  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Customs,  dated  10th  October,  1841.  Having  referred  these  papers  to  the 
Attorney  and  Solicitor  (General,  the  former  officer  being  also  Queen's  Advocate  in  Admiralty, 
I  beg  to  enclose  a  copy  of  their  opinion,  received  this  day.  The  Governor  desires  me  to 
observe  that  this  opinion  coincides  with  the  view  of  the  case  conveyed  to  you  by  His  Excel- 
lency's directions,  m  my  letter  of  the  13th  instant. 

Tae  Treasury  regulations  have  reference  to  cases  in  which,  from  the  absence  of  any  pro- 
visions from  the  local  public  funds,  it  is  necessary  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  should 
incur  the  expense  of  the  temporary  maintenance  of  captured  Africans.  The  regulations  then 
prescribe  duties  to  the  collector,  to  be  performed  under  the  sanction  of  the  Governor ;  entitle 
the  collector  to  a  remuneration  for  the  trouble  of  superintending  the  care  and  maintenance  of 
the  Africans  of  one  guinea  for  each  African,  and  directs  him  to  take  immediate  steps  for  their 
transfer  to  some  colony,  in  which  provision  for  their  care  and  maintenance  shall  have  been 
'provided. 

Under  this  description  it  is  evident  that  British  Guiana  is  included,  and  as,  subordinately  to 
the  welfare  of  the  Africans,  the  spirit  of  the  Treasury  regulations  will  best  be  consulted  by 
saving  unnecessary  expense  to  tne  mother  country,  his  Excellency  requests  that  you  will 
eonsiaer  your  duty  in  respect  to  these  Africans  to  be  merely  nominal,  and  that  you  have  no 
other  functions  to  perform  than  those  formal  acts  which  may  be  necessary  to  expedite  the 
ikdjudication,  and  entitle  the  captors  to  the  usual  bounty. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  E.  P.  Young,  Government  Secretary. 

The  Hon.  Charles  Robinson, 

Collector  of  Her  Majesty's  Customs. 

This  being  a  colony  in  which  ample  provision  has  been  mode  for  the  support  of  captured 
Africans,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  collector's  duty  as  regards  those  lately  brought  into  Ber- 
bice  becomes,  after  adjudication,  merely  nominal,  and  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  incur  any  expense  for  their  maintenance. 

We  would  recommend  the  officer  of  the  prize  to  hand  over  these  persons  to  the  collector  of 
the  customs  in  the  first  instance,  whose  duty  we  conceive  it  will  then  be  to  place  them,  afler 
adjudication,  at  the  disposal  of  the  executive  Government,  to  be  dealt  with  (if  necessary) 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Order  in  Council  of  the  7th  September,  1838. 

(Signed)  Henry  Glostor,  Attorney  General. 

William  Purlonge,  Solicitor  General. 


Enclosure  7,  in  No.  4. 
Sir,  Custom  House,  Demerara,  20th  May,  1841. 

I  HAVB  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  this  End.  7,  in  No.  4* 
morning  received,  on  the  subject  of  the  captured  Africans  sent  into  this  colony  by  Her 
Majesty *s  schooner ''  Fawn,"  and  fully  concurring  in  opinion  with  his  Excellency  that  subor- 
dinate to  the  welfare  of  the  Africans  themselves  is  the  necessity  of  incurring  no  expense  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government  that  can  be  avoided,  I  would  still  respectfully  suggest  that  it  is  a  matter 
for  his  Excellency's  consideration,  whether  the  duty  of  receiving,  landing,  and  placing  such  of 
the  people  as  may  require  it  in  the  Colonial  Hospital  (at  the  expense  of  the  colony),  and 
delivering  over  the  remainder  (convalescents)  to  the  Colonial  Sub-immigration  Agent,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  proper  employment,  &c.,  in  the  terms  of  the  Order  in  Council  of  Sep- 
tember, 1838,  should  be  performed  by  the  authority  contemplated  in  the  several  Acts  of  Par- 
liament for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  Order  in  Coimcil,  and  recent  instructions  received 
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BRITISH  GXJIANA  hereat  (to  wit)  the  he^  of  this  departimnty  or  whether  tho9e  duties  are  to  be  transferred  to 
•■^"  the  sheriff  of  that  distript  of  this  caloi\y.  in  which  they  naay  happen  to  arrive^     I  would  further 

respectfully  suggest^  for  bis  Exi?eUency's  consideration,  that  the  object  of  the  Legislature  in 
charging  the  collectprs  of  customs  in  the  several  colonies  with  this  duty,  would  appear  to  be 
to  have  throughout  them  all  one  uniform  mode  of  performing  the  service^  and  one  well  known 
and  acknowledged  authority,  to  whom,  under  the  responsibility  of  ofiiee,  they  may  call  tor 
necessary  information. 

Entertaining,  as  1  do,  the  highest  opinion  of  the  character  and  qualifications  of  the  sheriff 
of  Berbice,  I  would  still  respectfully  urge  that  nothing  has  been  done  by  that  authority  in  this 
matter  that  could  not  eaually  well  have  been  performed  by  the  proper  authority  diere,  the 
Sub-collector  of  Her  Majesty's  Customs,  and  equally  without  incurring  expense  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  At  tne  same  time  I  beg  leave  to  assure  his  Excellency  that  such  part 
of  my  duties  as  the  Court  of  Vice-Admiralty  may  deem  to  be  essentially  formal  acts  on  my 
part  shall  be  most  readily  performed,  leaving  it  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  decide  the 
extent  of  responsibility  I  am  to  incur  for  matters  over  which  I  have  no  knowledge  or  control. 

I  have,  &c 
The  Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young,  (Signed)  Cbarles  RoBiNfON,  Collector. 

Grovemment  Secretary.  


Enclosure  8,  in  No.  4. 
Sir,  Government  Secretary's  Office,  Demerara,  21st  May,  184L 

EncL  8,  in  No.  4.  I  have  had  the  honour  this  moment  of  receiving  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  in 

whiol^  you  alate,  ^'  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  it  is  a  matter  for  his  Excellency's  con* 
sideration  whether  the  duty  of  receiving  lafidiog,  and  placing  such  of  these  people  as  may 
reqia^  it  in  the  ColoBial  Hospital  (at  tlie>  eKpcn^e  of  the  colony)*  and  deliveriog  over  th!e 
remainder  (convalescent)  to  the  Colonial  Sttb^inHnigratton  Agent,  for  the  purpose  oi  obtaining 
proper  enoployioeiit*  should  be  transferred  to  tt^  sWiff  of  that  district  of  the  colony  in  whica 
they  may  happen  to  arrive,  or  be  left  with  the  bead  of  the  Custom  House  department." 

HaviDg  laid  this  letter  before  the  Ggvernor,  1  am  desii«d  to  aequaint  you  that  \m  Excels 
lency  has  never  had  the  slightest  intention,  or  desire,  to  transfer  the  above  duties  front  you  to 
the  sheriff.  His  Excellency  had  no  knowledge  of  the  arrival  at  Berbice  of  the  Africans  until, 
at  the  same  time,  he  was  infimiiod  of  the  fiotr^ing  arrangements  having  actually  taken  pUoe. 
These  arrangements  appeared  to  be  both  necessary  and  economical ;  they  have  received  hi* 
ExceUen^*s  approval,  and  it  k  aatiafactary  to  learn  from  your  preseal;  letter  that  thejr  aie  ^iiobk 
as  would  have  been  by  yourself  perfionaed  had  you  been  on  the  spot. 

I  have,  fcc. 
(Signed)  H.  E.  F.  Yoimoi  Government  Secretarjr. 

The  Hon.  Charles  Robinson, 

Collector  of  Her  Majesty^  Customs. 


Enclosure  9,  in  No.  4. 

Sur,  Government  Secretary's  Office,  Demerara^  31st  May,  1841. 

End.  9,  in  No.  4.  With  reference  to  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  and  Sdidtor^General,  with  which  yoKk 

have  been  furnished^  to  the  effect,  that  until  after  adjudication,  the  captured  Africans  now  in 
Berbice,  are  under  your  nominal  chacge,  but  that  in  consequence  of  this  being  a  colony  in  which 
ample  provision  has  been  made  for  their  care  and  maintenance,  it  is  unnecessary  that  you 
should,  on  behalf  of  the  British  Treasury  incur  any  expence  or  trouble  in  these  respects,  I  am 
now  directed  by  the  Governor  to  acquaint  you,  that  having  received  authentic  information  of  the 
robust  health  of  the  Africans  at  Plantation  Overwinning  in  lodgings  furnished  at  the  expence  of 
the  colony,  and  considering  it  to  be  injudicious  to  keep  congregated  together  so  large  a  numbet* 
of  healthy,  ignorant,  and  unemployed  Africans,  it  is  his  Excellency's  intention  to  recommend 
the  Africans,  through  the  agency  of  the  emigration  officer,  the  stipendiary  magistrate  of  the 
district,  his  honour  the  sheriff  and  of  yourself,  should  your  other  avocations  permit  of  your 
undertaking  the  task,  to  locate  themselves  on  estates,  to  be  hereafter  selected,  and  in  donoiestic 
service,  and  under  precautions  for  their  health  and  comfort,  of  which  a  memorandum  is  in 
course  of  preparation,  by  his  Excellency.  Previously,  however,  to  tliis  measure  being  adopted^ 
the  Grovernor  desires  me  to  inquire  whether  you  have  any  objection  to  consider  the  Africans, 
as  much  under  your  nominal  charge  when  thus  located,  without  indenture,  as  they  are 
nominally  under  your  charge,  at  the  public  colonial  place  of  reception  and  maintenance  at 
Plantation  Overwinning.  Until  after  adjudicature,  the  Africans  cannot  be  deemed  denizens  of  the 
colony.  I  have,  &c. 

The  Hon.  Charles  Robinson,  (Signed)       H.  E.  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary* 

CoUecV)^  of  Her  Majesty's  Customs. 


(No.  218.)  No.  5. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Russell  to  Governor  Light. 

No.  6.  Sir,  Downing-street,  16th  July,  1841. 
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Ih  the  mean  time,  I  liave  to  observe  that  two  of  the  documents  alluded  to  in  your  BRTttSft  atJl^N^ 
•  Despatch,  as  being  transmitted— ^he  letters  from  the  sheriff  <rf  BerWce,  and  the 
agent  of  immigrants,  appear  to  hare  be^n  accidentally  omitted  aihong  the  enclosures. 
In  the  absence  of  these  letters,  the  information  contained  in  yourDespatch  is  incomplete 
in  some  material  points,  especially  as  to  the  number  of  the  sick.  You  wHl  nave 
the  goodness  to  furnish  me  with  copies  of  them. 

I  have,  &c. 

Governor  Light,  (Signed)  J.  RUSSELL. 

&C.       &Ci 


(No  54.)  No.  6. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russbul 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  22nd  May,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  Coolie  returns  for  the  month  of  April,  no 
deaths,  and  trifling  sickness. 

I  have.  Sec. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell,  (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  6. 


Enclosure  in  No.  6. 

Monthly  Reports  respeetiDg  Hill  Codies  on  Plantations  Vreidestem,  Wales,  and  Belle  Vue   this 

Ist  day  of  May,  1841.  ' 


Number 
on  Kttate. 

Abienteet'  j 
Names. 

Days 
absent. 

Deaths 

since 

last 

Report. 

Number  of  Sick 

this  Day, 

and  general  State  of 

Health  during 

past  BfonOi. 

Doctor's  Opinion. 

PaiticdUrsandBesnlt 

of  any 

Complaints  preferred 

in  wW  coni'ie  of  tlte 

past  Month. 

Location. 

1 

i 

1 

Belle  Vue.    • 

Wales  .     .     . 
Vieidestein      . 

56 

50 
22 

2 
2 

3 

Jowhyening, 
absent  on 
leave. 

None .     •     . 
None .     .     • 

From  7th 
June,  1S39. 

•     • 
• 

None     . 

None     . 
None      . 

13.    Colds  prevalent. 
General  Health  good. 

18.    Ditto,  ditto     .     . 
12.    Ditto,  ditto     .     . 

Assault,  and  short  iflfeu^ 
of  provisions.  No 
Msault  committed. 
The  issoe  of  prori- 
sions  mmd  to  ha 
agreeably  to  stipul^ 
tloii»  aad  equal  to  the 
consumption  of  ^« 
complainant 

None. 

None. 

End  in  No.  6. 


R.  HfeTLAND,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Monthly  Report  respecting  the  Hill  Coolies  on  Plantation  Highbury,  Ist  May,  1841. 


ShmAm^t,*^ 

Names. 

Number 

of 

Days  absent. 

Death 

since  last  Report. 

Name 

and  Date. 

Number  of  Siek 

on  30th  Ult. 

General  State  of  their 

Health 

during  last  Moiith. 

1 

^ 

1 

Particulars  and  Res^ 

of  any 

Complaint  preferred  in 

the  course  of  last  Month. 

93 

7 

10 

None  .     . 

•     • 

No  death     .     . 

14  in  hospital      .     .     . 

"General  state  of  health 
good." 
•^ped) 

John  CoLLtnoRs. 

No  complaint. 

J.  M'Leod,  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  K.  District. 
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PAPERS  RELATIYE  TO  IHE 


rantBB  GUIANA     MoNTHLT  Report  of  CodiM  on  na&tetion  Waterloo,  I.  Dutrict,  Bead>ioe,  British  Guiana,  the 
"^~  PropeTty  of  MtwiB*  HenryDsrioaon  ■aao  Henry  Banily,  Mtnoonj  ist'MBy,  i94i.  ■*  ■■  — 


No.  7. 


Number  on  the! 
estate,  lit  ult.J 

Number  of 
deaths  since 

Number  on  the) 
estate,  1st  inst  J 


30 


39 


39 


39 


Absentees. 


None 


Names  of 
-  those 

u  S  who  hH?e  died 
J  j '    since  last 
pi--   Repoit 

2 


J^ond  •     « 


Number  sick, 
30th  Ult., 

aud  i^neral 
State  of 

their  Health 

duriii|^  the 

Month. 


Nature 

of 
SickneM. 


Mungallaw   .!Sore. 
Mattfrdeen    .' Whitlow. 
Coodue     •     .'Int.  Fever. 


Deelooa  .  . 
ClwuBuuim  • 
Rambachus  • 

Their  health 
has  been 
good. 


Ditto. 

Boit 

Itch. 


Particulars  and  ResiiR 

of  anjr  Complaints 

that  maY  have  been 

preferred 

during  the  past  Month. 


None. 


Richard  W.  Egg,  Manager, 
let  May,  1841. 


Office  of  Stipendiary  Magiatrate,  District  I.,  County  Berbice, 
this  let  May,  1841. 
A.  Van  Rtck  de  Groot,  Stipendiary  Justice  of  Peace. 


Monthly  Report  reapecting  the  Hill  Coolies  on  Plantation  Anna  Regina,  this  1st  day  of  May,  1841. 


Number  «>n  Estate. 

Names 

of 

Abnentees. 

Number 

of 

Days  absent. 

Deaths 

since  lent  Report. 

Names 

and  Dates. 

Number  of  Sitk 

on  30th  V\^ 

and  general  State  of 

their  Uealth  during  the 

past  Month. 

Paitieulan  and  Results 

of  any  Complaint 

preferred  by  Coolies  in 

the  cotirse  of 

the  past  Month. 

1 

1 

S 

6 

43 

3 

6 

None   f     • 

«     • 

No  dvath     •     . 

One 

Doctor*s  Remark:— 

**TKe  Coolies  are  enjoying 
very  g«iod  he«tlth  upon 
Anna  Regiua." 
(Signed) 

D.  BUIDOES, 

Medical  Practitioner. 

No  complaint  preferred. 

Walter  Howard  Ware,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


(No.  55.)  No.  7. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 
My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  22nd  May,  184L 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  stipendiary  magistrates*  returns  for  the 
month  of  April. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  RusseU,  (Signed)  HEN^Y  LIGHT. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Encl.  in  No.  7. 


Enclosure  in  No.  7. 
An  Epitome  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates*  Records  of  Complaints  for  April,  1841. 


Magistrates. 

No.  of 
CMei. 

Nature  of  Offences. 

How  disposed  of. 

T.  Coleman    .     . 

0 

A.  van  K.  de  Groot 

0 

•      •      •      • 

W.  J.  Brittain      . 

0 

•      .      •      • 

C.  R.  Whinfield  . 

0 

•      •      •      . 

J.  0.  li.  Mure      . 

0 

.      •      •       . 

A.  M.  Lyons  . 

1 

Complaint  preferred  by  a  boat  cap- 

Judgment for  18|  dollars,  with  1  dol- 

tain against  a  shop  keeper  for  the 

lar  compensation  for  time  lost  in 

recovery  of  wages. 

preferring  his  complaint. 

C.  H.  Strutt  .     . 

1 

Complaint  preferred  by  a  plantation 

Judgment  in  favour  of  complainant 

engineer  against  the  manager  for 

for  the  full  amount  claimed.    Four 

the  recovery  of  wages. 

dollars,  40  cents. 

K.  Heyland    .     • 

3 

2  Complaints  preferred  by  planta- 

One dismissed  as  groundless  ;    the 

tion  labourers  against  their  ma- 

other  compromised,    complainant 

nagers  for  the  recovery  of  wages. 

receiving  half  a  dollar. 
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Aif>  Epitome^df  the  ^HtpenBiwy  MagfetmtOK^  JEtetibrd»-*eoB^i/eri. 


BRITISH  ^JANA 


-VaguRiKt. 


D.  Maclennan 


M.  L.  Fowler. 


J.  A.  Allen    • 


J.  Macleod    •     • 


W.  H.  Ware  . 


W.  J.  Sandiford, 
Georgetown  dis- 
trict. 


Cases. 


12 


51 


'Kature  of  Dflences. 


1  ounplaint  preferred  by  an  in- 
dentured Hill  Coolie  labourer, 
chaining  hit  manager  with  issu- 
ing to  him  a  short  allowance  of 
provisions. 

3  complaints  preferred  by  planta- 
tion labourers  against  their  mana- 
Ipers,  alleging  short  payment  of 
wages. 

2  complaints  preferred  by  plantation 
managers,  cnarging  some  of  their 
labemNTB  with  working  elsewhere 
than  on  the  estate  where  they 
were  allowed  the  gratuitous  occii- 
psncy  of  tfacir  cuilagi!B,~  piuvlsiuu* 
grounds,  &c, 

1  complaint  by  a  carpenter  against  a 
labourer  to  obtain  payment  for 
repain  to  a  boat. 

complaint  by  a  labooxer.  against  a 
bricklayer  to  recover  payment  for 
labour  performed, 
complaint  by  a  manager,  charging 
one  of  his  labourers  with  having 
wantonly  made  a  fire  in  a  cane 
field,  and  thereby  destroyed  2^ 
acres  canes. 

1  complaint  by,  a  labourer  against 
a  lask-gang-manager  to  recover 
wages. 

1  complaint  by  a  carpenter  against 
a  boat-builder  to  recover  wages. 

1  complaint  by  a  carrier  against  a 
^op-keeper  to  i^cover  wages. 

1  complaint  by  a  midwife  against  a 
female  labourer  to  obtain  payment 
for  services  perfonned. 

1  complaint  by  a  female  labourer, 
charghig  her  manager  with  non- 
payment of  wages. 

9  complaints  preferred  by  labourrra 
to    recover    alleged    balances  of 


2  complaipts  preferred  by  carpenters 
to  recover  alleged  balances  of 
wages. 

1  complaint  preferred  by  one  la- 
bourer against  another  for  certain 
unlawful  superstitious  practices, 
complaints  by  labourers  against 
employers  (other  labourers)  to  get 
paid  for  various  services. 

2  employers  against  labourers  for 
neglect  of  work. 

complaint  by  14  labourers,  charg- 
ing their  employer  with  driving 
his  cattle  into  their  provision- 
grounds.. 

Complaint  preferred  by  a  journey- 
man carpenter  against  a  builder 
for  the  recovery  of  wages  to  the 
amount  of  64  dollars  33  cents. 

47  disputed  wages  accounts  between 
journeymen  tradesmen,  domestic 
servants,  &c.  and  their  respective 
employers. 

1  complaint  preferred  by  a  cabinet- 
maker against  his  apprentice  boy 
for  negligence. 

2  complaints  by  apprentice  carpen- 
ters* boys  against  their  masters 
lor  assaults. 

I  case  of  assault  and  counter  assault 
between  two  labourers. 


"Row  dlspased  of. 


Disproved  and  dismissed. 


Claims  incorrectly  stated.  One  dis- 
missed; the  other  two  adjusted 
according  to  ihe  amounts  due. 

Both  cases  amicably  arranged. 


Five  dollars  agreed  to  and  paid. 


Claim  stated  at  18  dollars,  48  cents. 
Found  to  be  grossly  incorrect,  and 
judgment  given  for  ^  dollars. 

Dismissed  with  admonition. 


Judgment  for  8j^  dollars. 


Judgment  for  2*71  dollars,  with  four 
dollars  compensation  for  time  lost 
attending  the  magistrate's  office. 

Accounts  adjusted,  and  case  com- 
promised. 

Three  dollars  awarded. 


Proved  to  have  been  paid,  and  dis- 
missed. 

One  dismissed ;  in  the  others  awards 
made  according  to  the  sums  proved 
to  be  due. 

Judgments  in  &vour  of  complainants. 


Accused  seTcrely  reprimanded. 


One  dismissed;  the  remainder  ad- 
justed to  the  satisfaction  of  com- 
plainants. 

One  withdrawn ;  the  -other  fined  four 
dollars. 

Amicably  arranged  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  complainants. 


Judgment  in  £&vour  of  complainant, 
with  four  dollars  compensation  for 
time  lost  in  preferring  and  proving 
his  claim. 

Fourteen  dismissed;  remainder  ad- 
justed according  to  the  evidence. 


Accused  reprimanded. 


One  dismissed ;  in  the  other  the  ac- 
cused sentenced  to  pay  five  dollars. 

Referred  to    the    inferior    Criminal 
Court 


D 
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BRITISH  GUIANA  SUMMARY  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates'  Records  of  Complaints  for  the  Month  of  April,  1841. 

Messrs.  Coleman,  Mure,  Brittain,  De  Groot,  and  Whinfield  report,  that  they  had  no 
complaints  between  masters  and  servants,  preferred  before  them  during  the  month  of  April. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Lyons'  record  contains  one  case ;  a  complaint  preferred  by  a  boat 
captain,  against  a  shop  keeper  for  non-payment  of  wages  to  the  amount  of  181-  dollars; 
payment  ordered,  with  I  dollar  compensation  for  time  lost  in  attending  at  the  magistrate's 
office. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Strutt^s  record  contains  one  case — a  complaint  preferred  by  the 
engineer  of  a  plantation,  a^j^ainst  the  manager,  for  the  recovery  of  4  dollars  40  cents  balanee  of 
wages.  The  accused  admitted  the  debt,  and  assigned  as  his  reason  for  non-payment,  that  the 
complainant  had  hired  himself  for  a  month,  but  on  the  tenth  day  had  left  the  estate  without 
notice,  taking  with  him  the  key  of  the  engine,  to  the  great  hindrance  of  the  estate's  work.  The 
complainant  pleaded  sickness  a^  the  cause  of  his  absence,  and  an  award  for  the  full  amount 
claimed  was  consequently  made. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Heyland's  record  contains  three  cases  of  complaints,  of  which  two 
were  preferred  by  plantation  labourers  against  their  managers,  tor  the  recovery  of  wages;  one 
was  dismissed  as  groundless,  the  other  compromised,  complainant  receiving  half  a  dollar.  The 
third  case  is,  that  of  an  indentured  Hill  Coolie  labourer,  charging  his  manager  with  issuing  to 
him  a  short  allowance  of  provisions,  which,  after  a  carefiil  investigation,  was  disproved,  and  the 
complaint  dismissed. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Maclennans  record  contains  nine  cases,  of  which  three  were 
complaints  preferred  by  plantation  labourers,  for  the  recovery  of  wages,  in  which  the  claims 
were  found  to  be  incorrectly  stated ;  one  was  dismissed,  and  in  the  other  two  awards  were 
made,  according  to  the  amounts  proved  to  be  due.  Two  are  complaints  preferred  by  managers 
of  estates,  charging  some  of  their  labourers  with  the  unfair  practice  of  working  on  other 
properties,  though  enjoying  the  gratuitous  occupancy  of  houses  and  provision  grounds,  on  the 
estates  of  which  complainants  were  the  managers ;  both  cases  amicably  arranged.  One  is  a 
complaint  preferred  by  a  carpenter,  against  a  plantation  labourer,  to  recover  the  sum  of  six 
dollars,  for  the  repairs  of  a  boat ;  five  dollars  agreed  to  and  paid.  Another  is  a  complaint 
preferred  by  a  labourer  against  a  bricklayer,  for  the  recovery  of  eighteen  dollars  forty-eight 
cents.,  alledged  to  be  due  ror  labour  performed ;  the  claim  was  proved  to  be  grossly  incorrect, 
and  judgment  given  for  two  and  a  half  dollars.  The  next  case  is  a  complaint  preferred  by  the 
manager  of  an  estate,  against  one  of  his  labourers,  charging  him  with  having  wantonly  made 
a  fire  in  a  cane  field,  whereby  about  two  and  a  half  acres  of  canes  were  destroyed ;  the  accused 
declared  that  the  circumstance  had  arisen  accidentally,  and  at  the  request  of  the  complainant, 
the  case  was  dismissed,  with  merely  an  admonition. 

The  remaining  catse  to  be  noticed,  is  a  complaint  preferred  by  a  labourer  against  a  task- 
gang  manager,  for  the  recovery  of  eight  and  a  half  dollars  wages ;  judgment  in  favour  of 
complainant. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Fowler's  record  contains  four  cases ;  the  first  is  a  complaint  preferred 
by  a  carpenter  against  a  boat-builder,  for  the  recovery  of  wages  to  the  amount  of  27f  dollars, 
for  which  he  obtains  judgment,  with  four  dollars  in  addition  to  compensate  him  for  time  lost  in 
preferring  and  substantiating  his  complaint.  The  second  is  a  complaint  preferred  by  a  carrier 
against  a  shopkeeper,  for  the  recovery  of  fourteen  dollars  wages;  accounts  adjusted,  and 
case  compromised.  The  next  is  a  complaint  preferred  by  midwife  against  a  female  labourer, 
to  obtain  payment  for  services  performed  ;  three  dollars  awarded.  The  remaining  case,  is  a 
com{Jaint  by  a  female  labourer,  against  her  manager,  charging  him  with  non-payment  of  her 
wages,  to  the  amount  of  two  dollars.  Proved  to  have  been  paid  by  the  overseer,  and  the  case 
dismissed. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Allen's  record  contains  12  cases,  of  which  nine  were  complaints  pre- 
ferred by  labourers  on  estates  for  the  recovery  of  alleged  balances  of  wages,  one  was  dtsmifiBed, 
and  in  eight  awards  were  made  according  to  the  amounts  that  appeared  to  be  due,  with  compen- 
sation in  those  cases  where  the  labourer  had  lost  time  in  attending  at  the  fhiagistrate's  office. 
Of  the  remaining  three  cases,  two  were  complaints  preferred  by  carpenters  to  recover  wages 
from  the  master  carpenter  by  whom  they  had  been  employed ;  want  of  funds  was*  pleaded  in 
excuse,  and  judgment  given  in  favour  of  complainants,  a  short  indulgence  of  time  being 
granted  to  the  accused.  The  other  was  a  case  under  Her  Majesty's  Order  in  Council  of  7tn 
September,  1838,  for  the  suppression  of  vagrancy ;  namely,  a  charge  preferred  by  one  labourer 
against  another  for  what  is  termed  *'  playing  the  Bible  and  k^y,"  a  vicious  practice,  of  which 
there  have  been  several  convictions  of  late^  the  pretended  object  of  which  is  to  discover  the 
perpetrator  of  a  theft.     Accused  severely  reprimanded. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  M'Leod's  record  contains  seven  cases,  of  which  four  were  com- 
plaints preferred  by  labourers  against  other  labourers  by  whom  they  had  been  employed 
for  various  services,  and  with  whom  a  misunderstanding  had  arisen  as  to  the  pay- 
ments to  which  they  were  entitled.  In  one  case  the  complaint  was  dismissed,  in  the 
others,  awards  were  made  according  to  the  amounts  claimed.  'Of  the  remaining  three 
cases  one  was  a  complaint  by  a  wood- cutter  against  one  of  his  labourers,  charging  him 
with  neglecting  to  perform  his  stipulated  work.  Case  withdrawn  on  admonition.  The 
next,  a  complaint  preferred  by  the  manager  of  an  estate  against  one  of  his  labourers 
for  a  similar  offence,  though  attended  with  more  aggravating  circumstances,  to  which 
the  accused  pleaded  sruiltv,  and  was  sentenced  to  pay  a  tine  of  four  dollars.     The  remainincr 
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pU]itaia-waIk>  which  had  been  given  over  to  the  labourers  in  full  bearing  some  years  ago  BRITISH  QUIANA 

for  their  own  use  and  benefit;  that  about  July  or  August  last  year  the  stipendiary  magistrate  """^ 

having  received  infonnation  from  the  director  of  the  plantation  that  the  land   in  question 

would  be  required  for  cows,  gave  the  labourers  notice  to  that  effect,  and  at  the  same  time 

pointed  out  a  spot  of  land  allotted  to  them  in  its  stead,  to  which  no  objection  or  remonstrance 

was  made  at  the  time :  the  land,  notn  ithstanding,  continued  to  be  partially  cultivated  up  to 

the  23nd  ultimo,  when  the  maoager,  finding  other  means  unavailing,  adopted  the  expdient  of 

having  his  oxen  and  cows  diiven  into  the  grounds,  whereupon  the  labourers  appealed  to  the 

stipendiary  magistrate^  through  whose  interference  a  further  indulgence. of  time  was  granted 

to  enable  them  to  reap  the  crop  on  the  ground,  with  which  arrangement  they  were  thankfully 

satisfied. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Ware's  record  contains  one  case;  a  complaint  preferred  by  a 
journeyman  carpenter  against  his  employer,  a  builder,  for  the  recovery  of  wages  to  the 
amount  of  64  dollars  33  cents. ;  judgment  given  in  favour  of  complainant,  with  four  dollars 
compensation  for  time  lost  in  substantiating  his  claim. 

Mr.  (Acting)  Stipendiary  Justice  Sandiford's  record  of  complaints  for  the  Georgetown 
district  exhibits  51  cases,  of  which  47  are  disputed  wages  accounts  between  jumeymen 
tradesmen,  domestic  servants,  porters,  boatmen,  &c.,  and  their  respective  employers ;  14  of 
which  were  dismissed ;  and  in  33,  awards  made  according  to  the  amounts  appearing  to  be 
due  upon  an  investigation  of  the  contested  claims.  Of  the  remaining  four  cases,  oue  was  a 
complaint  preferred  bv  a  cabinet-maker  against  his  apprentice  boy,  accusing  him  of  negligence 
in  the  performance  of  his  work,  which  was  discharged  with  reprimand ;  two  were  complaints 
prefen^  by  apprentice  boys  against  their  masters  for  assaults,  in  one  of  which  the  accused 
was  fined  five  dollars,  and  in  the  other  the  case  was  dismissed.  The  last  case  is  an  assault 
and  counter^assault  between  two  labourers,  which  wa£  referred  for  adjudication  to  the  inferior 
criminal  court. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

W.  B.  WoLSELEY,  Assistant  Secretary  and  Stipendiary 
Magistrate  of  British  Guana. 


(No.  57.)  No.  8. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Gavernor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Governmeut  House,  Demerara,  22nd  May,  1841. 

In  addition  to  my  previous  letters  to  Mr.  Ouseley,  I  have  been  induced  to  No.  s. 

address  two  other  letters  to  him,  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  copies. 

The  first,  marked  No.  3,  was  written  in  consequence  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr. 
Young  by  an  experienced  navigator,  at  present  a  merchant  in  Georgetovra,  a  copy 
of  which  is  herewith  transmitted.  It  contains  such  good  reasons  for  the  length  of 
voyage  and  ackness  of  the  captured  slaves  from  Rio,  and  such  valuable  recommen- 
dations with  regard  to  the  comfort  of  the  Africans  who  may  hereafter  be  transferred 
here,  that  I  considered  it  of  importance  that  Mr.  Ouseley  should  be  cognisant  of  its 
contents  ;  and  he  has  full  authority  to  adopt  all  the  suggestions  therein  offered. 

My  second  letter,,  marked  "  private,"  is  to  relieve  Mr.  Ouseley  from  all  trouble 
beyond  the  mere  duties  of  his  office.  They  are  respectfully  submitted  for  your  Lord- 
ship's approval 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)    '        HENRY  LIGHT. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  3.)  Enclosure  in  No.  8. 

Sir,  Government  House,  Demerara,  May  22,  1841. 

I  BEO  to  enclose  a  letter  from  a  ship-master  in  this  colony^  addressed  to  the  Govern*^     End.  in  No.  8. 
mcnt  Secretary. 

My  motive  for  troubling  you  with  it^  is  that  it  contains  probable  reasons  for  supposing  that 
voyages  from  Rio  to  this  port  may  be  made  in  sailing  vessels  in  a  considerably  snorter  period 
than  was  occupied  in  the  passage  of  the  Portuguese  brig  Dous  de  Fevereiro.  The  suggestions 
for  the  ad4itional  comfort  and  presertation  of  health  of  the  Africans  are  important,  and  may 
be  adopted  without  limit  at  your  discretion. 

I  have,  &o., 

G.  W.  Ouseley,  Esq.,  (Signed)  Hbhrt  Light. 

&c.        &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
W.  B.  WoLSELEY,  Assistant  Government  Secretary. 
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BRITISH  GUIANA  Sir,  Demerara,  May  19, 1841* 

^~  Several  conversations  with  Mr.  Jolinston,  who  came  in  charge  of  the  slaves  now  in 

Berbice,  leads  me  to  think  that  I  ean  aceoiint  for  the  very  lob^  pts^a^  of  tfial^  vessel  Axnn  Rio 
Janeiro  to  British  Guiana ;  which,  together  with  the  suggestions  on  the  subject,  nlay  obviife 
any  objections  to  the  conveyance  of  liberated  Africans  totnis  country  in  sailing  vessels.  The 
very  great  importance  of  this  6ubject  will^  I  ho|)e,  be  admitted  as  an  excuse  for  my  add)*essing 
you.  The  slaver  is  a  large  vessel,  I  understaild  about  260  tOMs ;  she  is  as  square  rigged  and 
as  Taunt,  that  is  to  say,  the  yards  are  as  wide  and  her  masts  are  as  high,  asthose  of  a  man*<f^ 
war.  A  merchant  vessel  of  her  tonnage,  with  very  reduced  masts  and  yards*  would  esrry 
about  18  hands,  often  more,  when  making  an  ordinary  voyage;  if  carrying  a  large  number 
of  passengers,  extra  bands  would  be,  provided  to  cook  for  and  attend  to  them.  The  slaver  in 
question^  though  rigged  as  before  stated,  had  only  nhie  hands  to  navigate  her  from  Rio  to 
Berbice  ;  these  few  had  to  cook  and  distribute  provisions,  hoist  up  and  serve  out  water,  clean 
up  the  decks  after  and  anoong  the  negroes ;'  to  attend  to  the  making/sfaortening,  and  trimming 
sails,  and  all  the  numerous  other  duties  only  known  to  nautical  men,  which  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  attend  to  at  sea;  double  the  number  would  have  been  barely  sufficient  to  perform 
these  efficiently.  Very  little  assistance  indeed  can  be  obtained  from  the  African  passengers^ 
and  it  is  well  to  state  the  fact  at  once,  that  men-of-war  in  that  station  cannot  on  any  fiituie 
occasion  spare  more  men  than  on  the  present.  Mr.  Johnston  appears  very  properly  to  have 
attended  as  a  primary  duty  to  the  calls  of  humanity,  by  seeing  the  negroes  regularly  supplied 
with  food,  and  to  the  cleanliness  of  th«  ship,  in  whioh  tlieir  lives  so  much  depended.  It  was 
out  of  the  power  of  man  under  such  circumstances  to  carry  such  sail,  and  atDend  to  the  other 
duties  ip  such  a  way,  as  to  give  the  ship  a  chance  of  a  &ir  passage^  When  captured^  the 
slaves  were  in  a  perfect  state  of  nudity.  Mr.  Johnston  vei^  humanely  applied  for  aadbb^ 
tained  matts  for  them  to  lie  on,  and  a  rug  each  as  a  covermg,  though  the  captors  thought 
these  and  other  expenses  would  be  deducted  from  their  prize  money.  In  the  Brazils  the 
unfortunate  African  is  usually  fed  on  farine,  that  is  to  say  cassava  flour ;  this  is  mixed  with 
water  and  given  them  in  its  raw  state ;  a  sufficient  quantity  of  this  with  jirked  beef  was  laid  in 
and  regularly  supplied  to  the  negroes ;  rice  could  not  be  prepared. for  them,  the  pri^  bein^ 
short  of  fire  wood  to  cook  it :  with  such  food  it  cannot  excite  surprise  that  dysentery  and 
scurvy  carried  off  so  many.  The  foregoing  remarks,  I  respectfully  submit,  clearly  account 
for  the  slaver's  long  passage,  and  the  mortality  among  her  passengers,  evils,  I  trust,  easily 
remedied  in  future.  I  would  appoint,  with  Uie  full  approbation  of  the  British  minister  ia 
Brazil,  some  respectable  mercantile  firm  at  Rio  to  act  as  agents  for  this  colony,  empower  them 
to  charter  vessels  as  passengers  offered;  such  vessels. ^oUld be ftlfdup  vfkh  berths  aeoofding 
to  the  Passengers'  Act ;  they  should  engage  an  extra  number  of  hands,  whose  special  duty  i( 
should  be  to  cook  for,  attend  to,  and  watch  over  the  comforts  of  the  passengers ;  and  it  might 
be  advantageous  for  one  or  more  of  the  negi-oes  lately  arrived  to  return  to  Brazil;  they  could 
describe  the  country,  treatment,  &c.,  to  tlieir  fellows,  and  act  as  interpreters.  On  the 
subject  of  food,  in  addition  to  the  usual  ship's  fare,  I  would  lay  in  plantains,  yams^  rice, 
orates.  Sec*,  with  a  large  supply  of  lime  juice^  vinegar,  and  also  fbmigating  materials;  a  . 
small  supply  of  poultry  and  presented  meats  might  be  judiciously  added  for  the  sick. '  I  would 
provide  a  sufficient  number  of  beds,  say  Osnaburg  cases,  stufied  with  dry  plantaiA  leaVes, 
such  as  are  used  in  our  hospitals  (and  cost  little) :  also  one  blanket  or  rug,  aj^d  tw^  robea 
made  of  Osnaburg  or  coarse  duck  for  each,  one  of  tne  latter  should  be  washed  weekly.  If  a 
medical  man  could  not  be  procured,  I  would  at  least  have  a  well-stocked  medicine  chest,  such 
as  there  is  on  board  each  large  British  merchant  vessel,  with  proper  instructions.  Above  all 
things  I  woukl  insist  on  an  imnsually  large  supply  of  water.  These  and  such  other  proper 
preparations  duly  and  diligently  made,  I  feel  a  confident  hope  that  in  place  of  losing  many 
on  the  passage  from  Rio,  these  victims  of  slavery  would  land  in  thb  cobny  in  rude  health,  and 
speedily  appreciate  the  blessings  enjoyed  by  their  fellow  fre^uen,  the  happy  peasantry  of 
British  Guiana. 

I  have,  &c., 
Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young,  (Signed)  John  Taggabt. 

&e.        &c. 

(True  Copy.)  ' 

W.  B.  WoLSELEY,  Assistant  Government  Secretary. 

(Private.) 
Sir,  Demerara,  May  22,  1841. 

In  reference  to  my  public  letters  wrhich  will  be  conveyed  to  you  by  the  Venezuela,  it 
has  struck  me  as  likelv  to  occasion  you  much  more  trouble  than  ought  to  be  imposed  on  you, 
yet  having  but  yourself  to  af^ly  to  in  favour  of  this  colony,  it  was  necessary  in  the  first 
mstance  to  assume,  that  from  you  would  emanate  all  preliminary  instructions  relative  to  hire 
of  vessels  and  arrangements  necessary  for  the  voyage,  and  transfer  of  AiHcans  to  this  province. 
It  is  by  no  means  the  wish  of  the  colonists  to  lay  such  a  burthen  on  you,  and  therefore  I  beg 
you  to  name  any  confidential  person  who  will  carry  into  effect  your  instructions  as  aeent, 
whose  expenses  will  be  paid  as  before  mentioned ;  or  if  you  think  fit,  I  will  send  you  a  iHank 
commission  from  hence,  to  be  filled  up  with  the  name  of  the  person  you  may  choose  to 
appoint,  and  a  reasonable  annual  salary  will  be  granted  to  him. 

I  have,  &c. 
^Signed)  Henry  Light,  Governor,  British  Guiana. 

W.  B.  Ouseley,  Esq., 
&c.         &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
H.  E.  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary. 
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(Ner.  69.)  No.  9.  British  quiana 

CoFY  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Grovernor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Pemerara,  25tb  May,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  the  merchant  vessel  Supe-  No.  9. 

rior,  hired. by  gentlem^i  connected  with  British  Guiana  in  England,  to  proceed  to 
Sierra  Leone>  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  labourers  for  British  Guiana,  arrived 
here  yesterday,  24th  inst.,  bringing  200  effective  Africans,  most  of  them  speajking 
English  ;  the  number  first  embarked,  not  diminished  by  a  voyage  of  23  days ;  only 
35  women  followed  their  husbands,  the  remainder  prudently  determining  to  wait 
till  it  was  found  that  the  change  was  beneficial. 

The  vessel  was  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Kingston,  Royal  Navy ;  and, .  by  his 
judicious  treatment,  it  appears  no  sickness  had  ansen  amongst  the  passengers. 

Lieutenant  Kingston  brought  me  a  Despatch  from  Mr.  Carr,  the  acting 
governor  in  the  room  of  Sir  John  Jeremie,  whose  lamented  death  he  announced. 
He  stated  that  he  had  appointed  a  Captain  Taylor,  of  one  of  the  regiments  in 
garrison,  to  be  emigration  agent,  and  has  raised  the  spirits  of  the  colonists  here  by 
his  disposition  to  favour  emigration  from  Sierra  Leone  if  it  be  proved  of  advantage 
to  the  inhabitants  of  that  settlement. 

.  The  vessel  sent  from  hence  with  despatches  to  the  Governor  of  Sierra  Leone^ 
did  not  remain  there  long  enough  to  enable  the  previous  formalities  to  pass  for  the 
departure  of  emigrants,  and  therefore  proceeded  to  Madeira,  whence  she  is  expected 
to  bring  many  Portuguese  ready  to  emigrate  to  this  colony. 

I  jIaVc   slo 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell,  (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

Sec.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  60.)  No.  10. 

,    Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord*  Government  House,  Demerara,  1st  June,  1841. 

I  TAKE  advantage  of  a  saibng  vessel  which  leaves  this  to  day  for  England,  No.  lo. 

to  forward  to  your  Lordship  an  account  of  my  subsequent  arrangements  with 
regard  to  the  emigrants  from  Sierra  Leone,  whose  arrival  I  announced  in  Despatch 
No.  59,  date  May  25th. 

I  had  the  honour  of  stating  that  the  proportion  of  women  was  not  in  accordance 
with  the  ordinance ;  the  men  wishing  to  ascertjiin  the  nature  of  the  country  before 
they  brought  their  mves  and  families. 

It  appears  that  the  agents  of  Trinidad  and  Jamaica  circulated  reports  of  this 
colony,  which  were  believed  by  many  who  had  put  down  their  names  for  emigra- 
tion, afterwards  withdrawn,  from  suspicions  being  excited  unfavourable  to  British 
Guiana.  I  can  scarcely  credit  that  the  principals  were  guilty  of  wilful  falsehood, 
but  it  was  believed  that  snow,  ice,  and  pestilence  would  destroy  those  who  came 
here ;  and  this  ended  by  the  embarkation  of  half  a  dozen  men  from  the  different 
villages  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  chief  town  of  Sierra  Leone  who  agreed  to 
embark,  with  the  emigrants,  on  condition  of  being  conveyed  back,  to  give  their 
friends  a  true  account  of  British  Guiana. 

The  anxiety  to  obtain  the  service  of  the  emigrants  by  the  proprietors  here,  and 
the  attempts  made  to  induce  the  choice  of  one  estate  more  than  another,  rendered 
it  necessary  for  me  to  guard  against  the  first  location  being  on  spots  either 
unhealthy  or  not  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  stipendiary  magistrates. 

I  therefore  addressed  a  minute  to  the  members  of  the  Court  of  Policy,  whom  I  No.  l 

had  allowed  provisionally  as  a  committee  on  affairs  connected  with  emigration, 
and  a  selection  of  the  most  healthy  estates  was  cheerfully  acquiesced  in  and  sent 
to  me ;  from  these  I  chose,  those  named  in  document  No.  2.  No.  2. 

I  went  the  same  day  on  board  the  emigrant  ship,  accompanied  by  the  agent- 

feneral,  and  assembling  the  emigrants,  addressed  myself  to  the  headmen,  and 
esrred  the  agent-general  to  read  to  them  the  recommendation  of  the  locations 
named,  stating,  at  the  same  time,  that  they  were  free  to  choose  for  themselves,  and 
that  they  need  not  stay  one  hour  on  any  estate,  if  on  reaching  it,  they  chose  to  go 
elsewhere.  I  directed  that  they  should  choose  their  own  companions  and  settle 
amongst  themselves  who  would  go  together.  I  told  them  that  the  stipendiary 
magistrates  would  take  care  they  should  be  properly  protected  again  st  ill  treat- 
ment, and  bid  them  apply  immediately  for  redress,  if  any  were  required.     I  recom- 
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BEmss  GUIANA  mended  them  by  no  means  to  attempt  double  wages,  or  to  exert  themselves  in 
extra  labour,  for  at  lea^t  three  months  after  their  arrival.     There  was  not  the  least 
hesitation  to  adopt  my  advice,  and  the  following  morning  they  were  disembarked 
' and  taken  to  the  different  estates  as  herewith  reported. 

Amongst  the  party  were  25  kroomen,  who  were  not  located  on  estates ;  they 
were  disembarked,  lodged  and  boarded  for  a  day  or  two  in  the  town,,  when  they 
were  soon  hired  as  boatmen  under  advice  of  the  agent-general,  by  a^nts  of  dif- 
ferent estates. 

Though  separated  in  squads  of  10,  15,  and  20,  yet  the  labourers  are  settled  on 
estates  either  a  short  distance  of  each  other,  and  from  the  reports  of  the  stipendiary 
magistrates  and  the  agent-general,  are  so  highly  satisfied  tliat  they  have  deter- 
mined to  send  for  their  wives  and  families. 

The  Superior,  which  brought  the  emigrants  from  Sierra  Leone,  has  been  char- 
tered to  return  there ;  she  will  sail  in  a  day  or  two. 

The  agent  for  Madeira  writes  that  from  the  reports  of  the  Portuguese  emigrants 
who  had  returned  from  hence  to  that  island,  with  large  earnings,  here  has  been  a 
great  desire  in  the  labouring  population  to  come  here ;  that  he  nas  2,000  names  for 
embarkation  by  the  first  opportunity,  and  that  there  is  such  an  overflowing,  from 
abundance  of  unemployed  hands,  almost  in  a  state  of  starvation,  that  many  thou- 
sands will  flock  willingly  to  such  a  colony  as  this,  where  labour  is  so  well  compen- 
sated. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  with  the  exception  of  five  of  the  Africans  of  the  cap- 
tured slaver  the  Dous  de  Fevereiro,  who  died  after  landing,  the  remainder  are  in 
perfect  health ;  they  have  remained  at  the  charge  of  the  colony  for  the  last  three 
weeks,  in  the  building  prepared  for  them  at  New  Amsterdam,  with  ample  provision 
for  their  wants,  and  full  liberty  to  look  about  them. 

The  collector  of  Her  Majesty  having  taken  charge  of  the  prize,  I  am  waiting  to 
have  the  Africans  formally  delivered  to  me.  I  shall  then  locate  them  with  the 
same  precautions  as  have  been  used  for  the  emigrants  from  Sierra  Leone.  When 
this  takes  place,  I  shall  submit  my  arrangements  for  your  Lordship's  approval. 

I  have  &ic 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  RusseU,  (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  10. 

No.  1. 
Mkmorandum  for  the  Committee  of  Emigration. 


End.  in  No.  10.         The  consideration  which  will  principally  govern  mv  recommendatioa  to  the  people  who 
have  arrived  from  Sierra  Leone  to  locate  themselves  will  be : — • 

1st.  The  healthiness  of  the  estate,  and  under  this  head  I  give  a  decided  preference  to  the 
sea  coasts  of  the  colony. 

2nd.  The  nearness  of  the  estate  to  some  place  of  worship  according  to  the  form  to  which 
the  people  have  been  accustomed. 

3rd.  Regard  being  had  to  the  accommodation  aflforded  on  the  estate,  it  is  dedrable  to  dis- 
tribute the  people  as  extensively  as  possible  over  the  colony,  in  order  that  any  vicious  or 
superstitious  practices  to  which  they  may  be  addicted  may  not  be  perpetuated  by  their  being 
kept  congregated  together. 

I  think  20  a  sufficiently  large  number  on  any  one  estate. 

Keeping  the  above  consideration  in  mind,  I  request  the  committee  to  suggwt,  for  my 
approval,  a  list  of  estates  which  they  consider  eligible  location  for  me  to  reoommend  to.  tfaue 
Africans  now  on  board  the  Superior. 

(True  Copy.)  (Signed)  Henbt  Lmht. 

Jambs  Hackbtt>  Agent-GeneraL 


ExTBACT  Minute  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Immigration  Committee,  Tuesday,  the  25th- 

May,  1841. 

The  Conunittee  then  agreed  to  recommend  to  the  Governor  the  following  estates  as  eligible 
locations  for  the  labourers  on  board  the  Superior : — 

Plantation  Enmore  on  the  east  sea-coast  of  Demerara. 

Plantetion  Turkeyen,  ditto  ditto. 
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Plantation  Lima,  west  s€a  coBBt  of  E98eqciibo.  BRITISH  GUIANA 

Plantation  Reliance,  ditto  ditto.  

Plantation  Land  of  Plenty,  ditto  ditta 

Plantation  Hoff  Van  Amich,ditto  ditto. 

Plantation  Aberdeen.  ditto  ditto. 

Plantation  Walton  Hall      ditto  ditto. 
(True  Extract.) 
James  Haoebt,  Agent  General. 


No.  2. 

Memorandum. 

Having  given  my  best  attention  to  the  Africans  now  on  board  the  Superior,  and  after  having 
received  the  advice  of  the  Emigration  Committee,  I  strongly  recommend  the  labourers  to 
locate  themselves  on  the  following  estates,  and  in  the  following  numbers  : — 

Plantation  Enmore,  on  the  east  sea  coast  of  Demerary     20 


Plantation  Turkeyen 

ditto 

ditto 

10 

Plantation  Greenfield 

ditto 

ditto 

15 

Plantation  Le  Resouvenir  ditto 

ditto 

15 

Plantation  Helena, 

on  the  east  coast  of  Demerary 

20 

Plantation  Dochfour 

ditto 

ditto 

10 

Plantation  Annaodale 

ditto 

ditto 

20 

Plantation  Lima, 

west  sea  coast  of  Essequibo 

20 

Plantation  Reliance 

ditto 

ditto 

20 

Plantation  Land  of  Plenty,  ditto 

ditto 

20 

Plantation  Hoff  Van  Amich  ditto 

ditto 

10 

Plantation  Aberdeen 

ditto 

ditto 

10 

Plantation  Walton  Hall 

ditto 

ditto 

10 

The  labourers  will  remain  unindentured,  make  their  own  barcaiiB  for  daily,  weekly,  or 
monthly  work,  and  after  giving  the  estates  above' menttoaed  a  fair  trial;  if  dissatisfied,  they 
are  of  course  free  agents,  and  may  remove  themseives  ^  any  part  of  the  colony  in  which  tfi^ 
m^  thii^  they  will  be  better  off. 

The  Emigration  Agent-General  is  to  consider  the  numbers  affixed  to  the  estates  merely  as 
guides  to  him  in  reference  to  the  proportion  of  labourers  to  be  placed  on  the  several  estates ; 
the  absolute  number  must  be  determined  by  the  relationship  existing  between  the  parties ; 
and  where  niv  relationship  exists,  then  by  the  mutual  oonsent  of  the  parties. 

The  agent  will  notify  this  recommended  distribution  to  the  town  attonries  of  the  estates ; 
and  if  the  recommendation  be  acquiesced  in  by  the  labourers,  they  may  at  once  be  landed, 
housed,  and  provided  for  at  the  residences  of  the  said  attomies,  or  in  such  other  suitable  places 
of  accommodation  as  they  may  provide,  imtilan  opportunity  offers  for  conveying  them  into  the 
country. 

(Sgned)  Henry  Light. 

25th  May,  1841. 

(True  Copy.) 
James  Hackett,  Agent- General. 


No.  3. 


Report  of  the  Agent-General  for  Immigration  on  the  arrival  of  the  ship  Superior,  from 

Sierra  Leone,  with  199  free  labourers. 

Sir,  Immigration  Office,  May  29,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  Report  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency 
the  Governor. 

On  Monday  last,  the  24th  instant,  arrived  Uie  ship  Superior,  412  tons,  from  London  via 
SievTB,  Leone,  where  having  remained  424  days,  and  taken  on  board  199  free  emigrant 
labourers,  reached  here  after  a  passage  of  25  days,  all  well. 

1  immediately  proceeded  on  board  the  vessel  and  in^^pected  in  person  between  decks ;  the 
accommodations  prepared  for  the  passengers ;  the  quality  of  food  and  water  provided  for  their 
use — and  examined  individually  every  immigrant  on  board ;  and  it  affords  me  great  satis- 
faction in  the  discharge  of  this  part  of  my  duty,  to  be  able  to  inform  his  Excellency,  that 
nothing  could  exceed  the  cleanliness  and  good  order  which  everywhere  prevailed,  and  which 
reflect  much  credit  on  Mr.  Kingston,  the  superintendant  on  board,  and  Mr.  Clarke,  the 
surgeon  of  the  vessel. 

Tne  immigrants  appeared  all  in  excellent  health  and  spirits,  the  passage  having  been  per- 
formed without  any  death  or  casualty,  not  even  (as  the  doctor  report^)  a  single  case  of 
sickness  during  the  time. 

In  carrying  into  effect  the  instructions  conveyed  to  me  by  his  Excellency's  memorandum 
(Copy  attached.  No.  1.  Extract  minute  attached  No.  2),  founded  upon  the  recommendation 
of  the  Immigration  Committee,  with  reference  to  the  allocation  of  these  people,  every 
consideration  and  acquiescence  have  been  accorded  to  their  wishes  and  inclinations. 

In  no  instance  have  I  permitted  any  separation  of  families,  ties  of  relationship,  or  (when 
made  known  to  me  by  the  parties)  even  friendship  contracted  in  their  own  country,  to  be 
broken  or  interfered  with.     And  the  more  effectually  to  accomplish  this  object,  so  conducive 
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BRITISH  GUIANA  to  their  future  contentmeot  and  happiness,  their  relative  positions  towards  each  other  in  their 
*"^  present  distribution,  have  been  made  as  analogous  to  their  former  locations  at  Sierra  Leone 

as  possible ;  so  that  in  most  instances  the  same  children  will  continue  to  receive  instruction 
together,  and  the  same  families  to  enjoy  an  unbroken  intercourse^  and  to  meet  at  their  respec- 
tive places  of  worship  on  Sundays. 

I  am  sure  it  will  afford  his  Excellency  great  satisfaction  to  know  that  the  kind  and  impres- 
sive manner  in  which  he  addressed  these  people  on  board  the  vessel,  has  inspired  them  with 
redoubled  confidence,  and  that  they  have  departed  for  their  respective  destinations  not  only  in 
high  spirits,  but  convinced  that  his  Excellency's  recommendation  to  them  to  accept  of  those 
healthy  situations  in  the  first  instance  where  good  accommodation  had  been  provided  for  them, 
was  wholly  for  their  own  advantage,  and  that  of  their  families.  Inseparable  from  this  feeling 
of  reliance  on  his  Excellency's  word,  was  that  of  the  obvious  consciousness  of  independence 
with  which  they  went  forward,  from  the  assurances  ^iven  them ;  at  the  same  time,  that 
although  such  was  his  Excellency's  advice  regarding  their  immediate  location,  yet  as  they 
were  all  free  men,  unindentured,  and  at  liberty  to  work  where  and  for  whom  they  pleased, 
they  might  quit  Uieir  locations  for  anv  other  which  they  might  think  more  advantageous  to 
them,  even  on  the  following  day,  should  they  think  fit  to  do  so.  With  regard  to  the 
disparity  between  the  sexes,  althoug^h  considerable,  as  relates  to  this  body  of  immigrants, 
being  149  males  to  50  females,  it  is  I  humbly  conceive,  in  a  great  measure  satisfactorily 
explained  by  the  people  themselves,  with  whom  I  havQ  particularly  conferred  on  the  subject, 
and  from  the  reasons  adduced  by  them  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  (should  the  means  continue 
to  be  afforded^  that  such  disparity  would  speedily  be  amended. 

They  state  in  explanation  of  so  many  men  having  come  without  their  wives  and  families, 
that  they  preferred  leaving  them  with  their  friends  at  home,  rather  than  hazard  the  un* 
certainty  and  danger  of  bringing  them  to  a  strange  country  of  which  they  themselves  knew 
nothing  but  by  hearsay.  That  they  wished  to  be  convinced  from  personal  knowledge  and 
observation  of  this  country,  that  the  condition  of  those  dependent  on  them  would  be  bettered, 
before  they  could  venture  on  so  decided  a  step  as  their  actual  removal ;  and  that,  as  the  means 
of  reporting  to  Sierra  Leone  by  the  return  of  their  representatives  (or  head  men,)  had  been 
promised  them,  they  awaited  that  opportunity  of  communicating  with  their  families  and  friends 
as  to  their  following  them  here  by  coming  vessels  or  not. 

This  explanation  does  not  apply  to  the  Kroomen,  who  never  do  bring  their  wives  from 
home ;  there  being  23  of  this  class,  the  majority  of  males  would  consequently  be  reduced,  that 
number  making  it  only  76. 
*  I  have  not  failed  to  convey  his  Excellency's  desii^,  and  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  those 
gentlemen  under  whose  protection  and  care  these  people  have  been  respectively  placed,  the 
necessity  of  rendering  them  in  every  way  comfortable — preventing  over  exertion  at  work,  or 
too  much  exposure  to  the  sun,  &c.  And  it  is  but  just  to  say  that  every  assurance  of  such 
indulgences  have  been  given. 

I  fear  T  have  extended  this  Report  beyond  what  under  ordinary  circumstances  might  be 
considered  necessary.  The  subject,  however,  I  feel  to  be  one  of  deep  importance,  and  of  such 
interest  to  all  classes  of  this  community,  indeed  to  humanity  itself,  that  any  prolixity  I  may  be 
betrayed  into,  has  been  not  only  from  the  sympathies  which  the  event  has  excited,  but  from  a 
desire  to  afibrd  his  Excellency  the  fullest  information,  and  to  gratify  that  wish  which  he  has  so 
deeply  evinced  in  the  protection  and  welfare  of  those  people. 

I  have,  &c., 

The  Honourable  H.  E.  F.  Young,  James  Hackett,  Agent-General. 

&c.  &c,  &c. 


Nominal  List  of  Africans  by  the  Superior  from  Sierra  Leone,  and  estates  upon  which  they 

have  been  located. 

West  sea  coast  of  Essequibo. 

Plantation  Lima.  Plantation  Reliance. 

Prom  the  district  of  Wilberforce : —  Prom  the  district  of  Wilberforce  : — 

Thomas  Cole.  Thomas  Pirie. 

Mary  Cole.  Samuel  George. 

Andrew  Cole.  Moses  Nugent. 

Anna  Cole.  John  Williams. 

John  Ross.  Charles  Bright. 

Jim  Hook.  John  Kennedy. 

Betsy  Hook.  Walter  Carew. 

George  Hook.  Nancy  Carew. 

James  John,  Ist.  John  Carew. 

Nancy  John.  Sally  Carew. 

James  John,  2nd.  William  Miller. 

Sally  John.  Joseph  Johnstone. 

James  Johnstone.  Joseph  John. 

Fanny  Johnstone.  George  Wilson. 

James  Peter. 

Samuel  McAuIay. 

James  Carew. 
Peter  Rose,  Esq.,  Proprietor. 
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West  Sea  Coast  of  Essequibo.  BRITISH  GUIANA 

nantatiooHoffVuiAurich.  Plantation  Walton  Hall.                              ""^ 

James  Moore^  Joe  Davis. 

Thomas  HowarcL  Maria  Dans. 

Fanny  Howard.  James  Cole. 

Solomon  Howard*  Susanna  Cole. 

'Maria  Howard.  Peter  Cole. 

James  Nntt  Samuel  Coker. 

J<An  Martin.  ^  Nancy  Coker. 

David  WiUnms*  *  James  Pratt. 

Messrs.  Murray,  Brothers  and  Co.,  Honourable  Mrs.  Colonel  Phipps, 

Proprietors.  Proprietress, 


Plantation  Land  of  Plenty. 
From  the  adjacent  districts  of  Glo^ter 
and  Regent-town,  Africa : — 

Andrew  John,  \ 

Thomas  Jordan,         I  Family. 

Samuel  John  Jordan,] 

John  Pratt, 

Sarah  Pratt, 

Nancy  Pratt 

Thomas  Wilson, 

Nancy  Wilson, 

Sarah  Wilson, 

Anna  Wilson. 

Peter  Johnstone, 

Sarah  Johnstone, 

Joseph  Johnstone, 

Peter  Johnstone. 

Andrew  Canny. 

John  Thomas. 

Anna  Thomas. 
The  Rev.  Archdeacon  Austin,  Proprietor. 


Family. 


*  Family. 


Family. 


Plantation  Aberdeen. 
From  Gloster  and  Regent-town :— • 
Pector  Doctor, 
Anna  Doctor, 
Thomas  RaflBe, 
Mary  Raffle, 
John  Thompson, 
Nancy  Thompson, 
SamuelThompson, 
James  Thompson, 
John  TTiompson, 
Moses  Thompson, 
Joseph  Thompson, 
William  Roffell. 
Gardiner  Austen,  Esq.,  Proprietor. 


Family. 


East  Sea  Coast  of  Demerara. 


Plantation  Le  Resouvenir. 
From  Free  Town,  Africa : — 

Charles  Turner. 

Joseph  May. 

Pompey  Rutledge. 

Margaret  Rutledge. 

John  Hosling. 

George  Baily. 

Thomas  Peer. 

James  Barker. 

Thomas  Bell. 

Thomas  WilHams. 

Walter  Grace. 
Messrs.  M'Imoy  and  Sandback,  Proprietors. 


Plantation  Enmore. 
From  Freetown,  Africa : — 
Andrew  Pratt, 
Mary  Pratt, 
Andrew  Pratt,  *  Family. 

Elizabeth  Pratt, 
Thomas  Pratt 
John  Clarke. 
Peggy  Clarke. 
Wilfiam  Leigh. 
John  Davis. 
William  Thomas. 
John  Thomas. 
Thomas  Coker. 
John  Williams. 
Samuel  Kibbiss, 
William  King. 
Samuel  George. 
William  Coker. 
Thomas  and  Henry  Porter,  Proprietors. 


Plantation  Helena. 
From  Freetown : — 

John  Copley. 
Elizabeth  Copley. 
Patrick  Price. 
Christian  Price. 
Samuel  McAulay. 
James  Butchen. 
Priscilla  Butchen. 
Thomas  Scott 
James  Watt. 
John  Thomas. 
Samuel  Williams. 
John  Thomas. 
Thomas  Brown. 
Thomas  Johnstone. 
Tom  Williams. 
Samuel  Hamden. 
William  Eraser,  Esq.,  Proprietor. 

Plantation  Greenfield, 
From  Freetown. 

John  Bull,       1 
Nancy  Bull,     >  Family* 
Thomas  Bull.  J 
Davy  John,      i 
Betsy  John,      i 
Phebe  John,    \  Family. 
Charles  John,  I 
Fanny  John.    ^ 
Andrew  Peter. 
Charles  Butcher. 
George  Butcher* 
Jack  Long. 
Hannah  Long. 
Messrs.  Glen  and  Co.,  Proprietors. 
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East  Sea-coast  of  Demerara. 


Plantation  Turkeyen. 
From  Waterloo  District: — 
William  Young, 
Mary  Young, 
Mary  Young, 
Anna  Young, 
John  M'AuTay. 
George  Pratt. 
Charles  Pratt. 
Peggy  Pratt. 
Moses  Pratt. 
Andrew  Hamilton. 
William  Gurner. 


1 


Family. 


Plantation  Annandaie. 
From  Goodrich  District : — 
William  Dove,     "i 
Phoebe  Dove,        I 
Williani  Dove, 
Thomas  Dove, 
Jim  Dove, 
Martha  Dove, 
Andrew  Martin. 
William  Home. 
William  Bull. 
John  Moore. 
Nancy  Moore. 
William  Peters. 
John  Carroll, 
Judy  Carroll, 
Sally  Carroll, 
Judy  Carroll, 
John  Stewart,  Esq.,  M.P.,  ProprieU^r. 


Family. 


Plantation  Dochfour. 
John  Day. 
Eliza  Day. 
John  Williams. 
Thomas  Taylor. 
Robert  Edwards. 

List  of  Kroomen  who  preferred  not  living  on  any  particular  Estate. 

Kingson.  George  Andrews. 

Tom  Walker.  Tom  Nimroey. 

Jack  Passer.  Tom  Freeman. 

Big  Gum.  Tom  Toby. 

Peter  Jumbo.  John  Davis. 

Thomas  Nimmey.  Sea  Breeze. 

John  Grey.  Tom  Lee. 

Bottle  Beer.  Yellow  Will. 

Jim  George.  Peter  Warman. 

Salt  Water.  Jim  Freeman. 

Seargeant.  Tom  Brown. 

The  above  being  principally  boatmen,  and  very  intelligent  and  active  people,  were  all 
readily  engaged  to  work  on  board  the  steamers  and  drohergs  belonging  to  estates  at  a  hi<yh 
rate  of  wages,  none  of  them  receiving  less  than  at  the  rate  of  10  dollars  per  month,  besides 
bouses,  food,  &c. 

Names  of  Head  Men  who  are  to  return  in  the  Superior  to  Sierra  Leone  to  report. 


Charles  Turner 
Samuel  Young 
Thomas  Cole 
Charles  Pratt 
William  Home 
Thomas  Freeman 


for  Free  Town. 

Regent  Town. 
Wilberforce. 
Waterloo. 
Goodrich. 
Kroo  Town. 
James  Hackett,  Agent-General. 


(No.  220.)  No.  IL 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Russell  to  Governor  Light. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  July  19,  1841. 

jj^  j,^  I  HAVE  received  your  despatches  of  the  26th  May  and  Ist  June,  Nos.  59 

and  60,  reporting  the  arrival  of  200  African  labourers  from  Sierra  Leone,  and  I 
have  to  convey  to  you  my  approval  of  the  steps  which  you  had  taken  for  insuring 
their  location  on  such  estates  as  you  considered  most  likely  to  be  conducive  to  their 
health  and  personal  comforts. 

I  rely,  however,  on  the  promise  that  the  women,  whom  you  state  to  liave  been 
left  behind,  until  the  men  could  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  country,  should  be  sent 
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(No.  66.)  No.  12.  BRITISH  GUIANA 

Copy  ot  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  June  9,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  copy  of  a  letter  I  wrote  No.  I2. ; 

to  the  officer  administering  the  government  of  Sierra  Leone,  by  the  Superior, 
which  left  this  on  the  7th  instant,  chartered  to  convey  emigrants  from  Sierra  Leone 
to  this  province. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell,  (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  12. 

Sir,  .     Government  House,  Demerara,  June  6,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  Despatch  delivered     End.  in  No.  1 
to  me  by  Lieutenant  Kingston,  of  the  Superior,  on  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  here  on  the  24th 
ultimo. 

While  regretting  the  lamented  death  of  Sir  John  Jeremie,  I  have  to  congratulate  you  on 
the  assumption  of  a  government,  which  now  attracts  so  much  interest  at  home,  and  whence 
from  its  own  progress  in  civilization  yet  may  arise  such  new  sources  of  wealth  to  the  mother 
country,  while  it  will  probably  contribute  much  to  the  prosperity  of  the  West  Indies,  without 
interference,  I  trust,  with  the  welfare  of  the  tribes  of  Africans,  who  seek  the  protection  of 
Great  Britain. 

It  will  be  satisfactory  to  your  Excellency  to  know  that  the  emigrants  from  Sierra  Leone, 
reached  this  colony  in  24  days,  and  all  were  in  perfect  health. 

I  obtained  a  list  of  the  most  healthy  estates  in  the  colony,  and  went  on  board  the  Superior, 
^n  the  25th  May,  with  the  Agent- general,  and  having  assembled  the  emigrants,  addressed 
myself  to  the  headmen,  and  ordered  the  Agent-general  to  read  my  recommendation  of  the 
estates  to  them,  stating  at  the  same  time  that  they  were  fully  at  liberty  to  choose  for  them- 
selves, and  to  remove  immediately  from  the  estates  recommended,  if  they  thought  right  to  do 
so,  on  arrival  there ;  but  1  observed  to  them,  that  in  relying  on  me,  they  would  escape  the 
possibility  of  being  induced  to  locate  .themselves  on  spots,  which  perhaps  did  not  offer  such 
advantages  as  those  I  recommended.  ,    . 

I  named  so  many,  for  each  estate,  in  squads  of  10,  15,  and  20,  desiring  the  emigrants  to 
choose  amongst  themselves  who  should  go  together.  I  assured  them  of  the  protection  of  the 
stipendiary  magistrates,  to  whom  in  all  cases  ibr  redress  they  were  to  apply. 

They  willingly  adopted  my  recommendation,  and  were  disembarked  the  following  morning, 
and  conveyed  in  the  estates*  schooners  to  their  locations. 

Having  previously  obtained  a  Kst*  from  every  estate  in  the  colony,  of  the  means  of  accoiti-  ♦  From  stipendiary 
modation  for  labourers  each  estate  possessed,  I  knew  where  to  place  the  emigrants,  selecting  magistrates,  not 
the  most  healthy  spots,  carefully  avoiding  distance  from  churches,  chapels,  schools,  and  magis-  ^^!Jj  i^on- 

trates,  and  at  the  same  time  1  placed  the  different  squads  within  such  reasonable  contiguity 
of  each  other,  that  they  might  always  in  the  course  of  four  or  five  hours  have  communication 
with  each  other,  or  with  their  friends ;  begging  you  to  bear  in  mind  that  they  were  pretty 
nearly  divided  between  the  sea-coast  of  Essequibo  county,  called  the  Arabian  Coast,  and  the 
eastern  coast  of  Demerara,  both  considered  as  the  healthiest  districts  lu  the  province. 

The  reports  of  the  Agent-general  and  the  stipendiary  magistrates  up  to  this  date,  state  that 
the  emigrants  are  highly  satisfied,  and  those  who  have  left  their  families  at  Sierra  Leone,  are 
desirous  of  having  them  here. 

The  Kroomen,  25  in  number,  were  not  included  in  the  locations,  but  were  landed,  boarded, 
and  lodged  liberally  for  two  days  in  town,  when  they  were  engaged  under  the  recommendation 
of  the  Agent-general,  as  boatmen  on  different  estates,  at  the  rate  of  10  and  12  dollars  per 
month,  with  a  daily  proportion  of  salt  fish  and  plantains, 

I  trust  these  details  will  satisfy  you  that  the  emigrants  are  well  protected,  and  may  reap 
largely  by  the  advantages  this  province  offers  to  industry. 

I  have  to  express  my  perfect  approval  of  Captain  Taylor  as  agent  for  Sierra  Leone,  with 
the  salary  yon  have  considered  necessary.  He  will  communicate  with  the  Agent-general  on 
all  subjects  connected  with  emigration,  and  I  shall  be  happy  to  support  him  on  every  subject 
connected  with  his  office. 

H^  If  I  am  not  too  late,  I  should  suggest,  it  would  be  premature  in  Captain  Taylor  to  leave 
the  army  entirely,  that  is,  to  sell  out ;  for,  on  the  delicate  subject  of  emigration  from  Africa, 
though  at  present  permitted ;  yet,  if  the  sons  of  Africa  can  be  equally  well  off  in  their  own 
quarter  of  the  world,  will  the  emigration  from  Sienu  Leone  continue  to  be  the  policy  of 
Great  Britain? 

I  understand  a  heavy  charge  is  made  for  passports  at  Sierra  Leone ;  if  so,  I  beg  to  draw 
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BRITISH  GUIANA  any  part  of  the  world,  and  are  in  all  cases  of  dispute,  as  between  labourers  and  employers^ 
: —  entirely  under  the  arbitration  of  an  efficient  summary  stipendiary  jurisprudence,  accountable 

to  the  executive  alone. 

I  have,  &c. 
His  Excellency  administering  the  government  of  (Signed)  Henry  Light. 

Sierra  Leone: 


No.  13. 


(No.  75.)  No.  13. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  June  22, 1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  Coolie  returns  for  the  month  of  May. 
Your  Lordship  will  observe  that  the  Coolie  returns  exhibit  a  continued  state  of 
good  health,  in  that  portion  of  the  labouring  class ;  and  though  the  number  of  sick 
at  Belle  Vue  is  large  in  proportion  to  the  number,  yet  the  sickness  is  of  a  trifling 
nature. 

I  navp   acc 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell,  (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


End.  in  No.  13. 


Enclosure  in  No.  13. 
Monthly  Report  respecting  the  Hill  Coolies  in  British  Guiana,  Ist  June,  1841. 


Nmnber  on 
Estate. 

Abstnttes. 

Number  of  JDaja 

Absent, 

Deaths 

since  the  last 

Report 
Names  snd 

Number  of  Sick  on  31st 

oh.,  and  Qeuetta  Stale  of 

their  Health  4uiing 

last  Month. 

Particulars  and  Result 

Location. 

1 

^ 

1 

U 

of  any  Complaint  preferred 
^muie  of  the  put  Monflu 

Wales  .     .     . 

BeUeVue.     • 

Vriedestein      . 
Anna  Regiaa  . 

Highbury  •     . 
Waterloo  .     . 

50 
56 

22 
43 

93 
39 

2 
2 

.  • 
3 

•  • 

3 

.  • 

6 
10 

None    .     , 

Juwhyersing 

on  leaTO. 

None    •     • 
None   «     • 

70  Coolies. 
None    .     • 

Withthe*Rev.Mr.Ber- 
nan    for    instruction, 
from  7lh  June,  1839. 

.     • 

Idsy 

None  •    • 
None    •     • 

None   •     . 
None   •     • 

None   •     • 
None   •     • 

Good 

22.    Colds  pieralent;  ge- 
neral health  good. 

Very  good .     •     •     •     • 

None 

"  The  Coolies  have  en- 
joyed  ?ery  good   health 
during  the  past  month.** 
(Signed)       D.  Bridqbs, 
Medical  Practitioner. 

«  General  sti^te  oV he'alth 
good/' 
(Signed) 

J.  COLLYMORE. 

5.      Intermittent    fever. 
General  health  good. 

None. 
None. 

None. 
None. 

70  Coolies  left  on  31st  ult. 
and  went  to  town,  stating 
that  the  manager  had  re- 
duced their  daily  allow- 
ance of  rum.    ThesheriflT 
explained   to   them    that 
they  were  only  entitled  to 
the  one  glass ;  and  givin|^ 
them  a  measure  as  a  guide 
for  the  future,  they  left 
town  perfectly  satisfied. 

None. 

No.  14. 
With  letter  of 
A^nt-general. 


(No.  79.)  No.  14. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  liord.  Government  House,  Demerara,  July  5,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  return  of  emigrants  that 
have  arrived  in  this  province  since  the  publication  of  my  proclamation,  to  give 
eflfect  to  the  Emigration  Ordinance,  passed  by  Sir  Henry  M'Leod,  to  date  30th 
June. 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  from  the  islands,  there  is  a  disproportion  of 
the  sexes,  which  has  arisen  from  the  desire  of  the  emigrants  to  try  this  colony, 
previous  to  bringing  their  wives  and  families  with  them. 

The  same  cause  prevented  the  equalization  of  the  sexes  from  Sierra  Leone,  but 
I  have  no  doubt  that  both  from  Sierra  Leone  and  the  Islands,  of  which  Barbados 
is  oiir  chief  source ;  the  difference  will  be  made  up  in  the  ensuing  six  months. 

I  have  hesitated  appointing  agents  to  any  of  the  Islands,  except  at  Nevis,  as  a 
place  of  rendezvous  from  the  neighbouring  islands,  both  British  and  Foreign,  to 
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avoid  the  complaints  which  might  be  made  of  undue  influence,  or  tampering  with  British  guiana 
the  labourers  to  induce  them  to  try  their  fortunes  in  British  Guiana. 

The  Agent-general  being  responsible  for  the  observation  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  Parliament,  relative  to  emigrant  vessels.     I  have  for  the  present  left  emi- 

f  ration  to  the  free  choice  of  the  Barbadian  labourers,  although  I  understand 
'rinidad  has  an  agent  at  Barbados  ;  this,  however,  does  not  prevent  the  tide  of 
emigration  thence  from  flowing  here :  and  there  are  more  applicants  for  passage  to 
this  colony,  than  means  afforded  for  conveying  them  here. 

The  influx  from  Madeira  has  been  considerable,  and  more  are  daily  expected  ; 
and  it  is  a  strong  proof  of  the  advantages  held  out  to  industrious  men,  that  about  a 
fortnight  ago,  30  of  the  original  emigrants  from  Madeira,  paid  their  passage  at  the 
rate  of  30  dollars  each  in  a  vessel  of  200  tons,  to  take  them  to  Madeira,  thence  to 
bring  back  their  families  and  relatives  to  this  colony. 

The  late  introductions  from  Madeira  are  of  an  infinitely  superior  class  than  the 
original  class  of  emigrants,  to  whose  condition  I  have  alluded  in  former  despatches, 
preparations  having  been  made  for  their  reception,  totally  neglected  three  years  ago ; 
theire  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  will  soon  acclimatise,  and  suffer  little  from 
sickness. 

I  have  &c* 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell,  (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.  &c,  &c.  '* 


Enclosure  in  No.  14.  . 

Sir,  .  Immigration  Office,  July  5,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit,  for  your  Bxcellenqr'a  information,  the  annexed  statement     End.  in  No.  14. 
of  immigrants  who  have  arrived  in  this  colony  from  the  18th  of  February  to  the  30^h  of  June 
Ust,  being  the  period  during  which  the  ordinanqe  No.  4,  intituled,  ''An  Ch^aanee  to  Regulate 
and  Encourage  Immigration  into  British  Guiana,*'  has  been  in  operation. 

From  thiB  statement  your  'Excellency  will  perceive  that  a  gross  accession  of  nearly  1,700 
persons,  consisting  of  agricultural  labourers^  and  various  other  of  the  working  classes,  domestics, 
&c.,  including  duldren^  has  been  made  to  the  population  of  the  colony  in  the  short  space  of 
little  more  than  four  months,  and  that>  be  it  observed,  at  the  commencement  of  a  system  not 
yet  matured  and  but  imperfectly  organized,  from  which  it  appears  almost  doubtless  that  the 
general  interests  of  the  colony,  so  far  as  they  depend  on  immigration,  must  soon  begin  to  feel 
a  beneficial  effect,  and  that^  should  the  means  be  sustained  for  carrying  the  project  out,  a 
population  commensurate  to  the  wants  of  the  colony  must  at  no  very  distant  period  be 
obtained. 

The  progress  of  immigration  appears  to  go  an  steadily  increasing  in  a  proportionate  ratio, 
as  the  advantages  of  the  country,  and  the  encouritgement  and  protection  given  to  the  labourer 
and  his.  &mily,  become  more  generally  known ;  and  it  is  with  great  satisfaction  I  am  enabled 
to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  no  circumstance  has  as  yet  occurred,  in  violation  of  the  law, 
or  otherwise,  to  check  the  advancement  of  those  favourable  prospect^;  nor  which,  from  dis- 
regard to  or  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  have  rendered  any  appeal  to  your 
Excellency  or  the  constituted  authorities  necessary. 

(The  case  of  the  American  schooner  Rienzi,  of  which  your  Excellency  is  already  aware, 
and  which  has  been  disposed  of  by  a  court  of  justice,  being  the  only  exception.) 

In  no  instance  has  any  death  taken  place  or  sickness  occurred  during  the  passage  of  any 
immigrant  vessel  hither,  neither  has  there  been  occasion,  on  their  arrival,  to  find  fault  with  or 
condemn  the  accommodations  or  provisions  on  board  for  the  use  of  the  emigrants,  who  on 
landing  appeared  almost  invariably  in  good  spirits,  and  well  pleased  with  their  reception  and 
the  appearance  of  the  country. 

This  expression  of  satisfaction  has  been  particularly  remarkable  with  regard  to  the  Portuguese 
emigrants  from  Madeira,  who- generally  commence  dancing  and  singing  the  moment  the 
vessels  come  to  anchor,  and  on  leaving  the  ship  not  unfrequentiy  caress  and  embrace  the  sailors, 
in  token  of  gratitude  for  having  brought  them  safely ;  and  on  their  arrival  at  the  depdt  on 
plantation  Poaderayen  they  begin  to  tune  their  guitars>  and  a  general  dance  follows,  which 
they  keep  up  for  hours. 

These  people  have  been  all  comfortably  located,  the  greater  portion  of  them  in  the  vicinity 
of  Georgetown ;  Mr.  James,  the  opulent  proprietor  of  plantation  Houston,  having  taken  the 
whole  party  of  one  of  the  last  vessels,  amounting  to  81,  including  women  and  children,, 
several  of  whom  I  have  since  seen,  and  they  expressed  themselves  contented  and  happy  in  their 
situations. 

With  regard  to  the  disparity  which  appears  between  the  sexes  of  immigrants  from  the  West 
India  Islands,  I  have  only  again,  in  explanation  to  your  Excellency,  respectfully  to  repeat 
what  a  large  portion  of  the  people  themselves  continue  to  tell  me,  which  is,  that  they  want  to 
see  the  country,  and  to  ascertain  the  positive  advantages  of  settling  in  it,  before  they  incur  the 
risk  and  inconvenience  of  bringing  over  their  wives  and  families;  that  the  distance  being  so 
short  and  the  opportunities  of  communication  so  frequent,  they  can  always  furnish  the  means 
of  support  to  their  families  from  hence  during  their  separation,  and  send  for  them  afterwards 
when  they  feel  that  they  can  do  so  with  advantage.     Of  the  truth  of  this  there  appears  but 
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BRITISH  GUIANA  little  reason  to  doubt,  for  several  instances  have  recently  occurred  in  confirmation  of  it,  where 

women  with  their  families  h^ve  arrived,  who  were  sent  for  by  their  husbands  here ;  and  also 

from  the  increasing  applications  at  this  office  from  men  who  were  desirous  of  returning  to  the 


islands  to  bring  their  faimilies  over. 


His  Excellency  Henry  Light, 
&c.         &c.        *&c. 


I  have,  &c., 
CSigned)  James  Hackett, 

Agent-General  for  Immigration. 


Report  on  Immigration  into  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana  from  the  1 8th  of  February  to  tho  13th 
June,  being  the  period  during  which  the  Ordinance  No.  4,  "  To  regulate  and  encourage 
Immigration  into  British  Guiana,''  has  been  in  (Operation. 


Pkcet  from  whtDoe  ImmigraDtt  have  come. 

Date 
ef  Arriftl. 

Antigua 

Barbados 

Dominica 

StBarts. 

St.  Kitts. 

NeTii. 

Riode 
Janmro. 

Sierra 
Leone. 

Madeira. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F.J 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1841. 
Feb.  20  .     . 

,,     22  .     . 
'  i9     28  .     . 
March  1   .     • 

,,     10  .     . 

99         >  >      •         • 

,,     19  .     . 
April    1  .     . 

99         >>      •         • 

,,      7  .     . 
.,       8  .     . 
„     13  .     . 
„     19  .     . 

99         99      * 

„     22  .     . 
May    7  .     . 
„      9  .     . 
,,     11  ,     . 
„     20  .     . 

,,     24  .     . 
,,     28.     . 

»>  »>  • 

JOM     4   .       . 

,,       6  .     . 

,,       5  .     . 
,,     10  .     . 
„     15  .     . 

.,     16  .     . 
,.     19  .     . 
,,     22  .     . 
,,    23  .     . 
„     25  .     . 

9  9         99      •         • 

M     26  .     . 

*>     >>    •     • 

„     27  .     . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
12 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
20 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

8 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
4 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

'5 
17 

.  • 

ii 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
•• 
•• 

li 

•  • 

io 

•  * 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
'2 

20 

•  • 

•  • 
*8 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
.  • 

13 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
5 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

5 

21 

'3 

T7 
3 
9 

.  • 

•  • 
39 
11 
32 
22 
35 

53 

26 

31 
39 

•  • 

62 
29 

16 

•  • 

•  • 

32 
31 

•  * 

4 
1 
6 

12 

1 
7 

i4 

5 

16 
11 
11 

i2 

25 

12 
19 

17 
18 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

20 
12 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

*6 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
13 

•  • 

14 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

ii 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
9 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

• . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

■  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

96 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

« • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

149 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  * 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

50 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  ■ 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

37 

•  • 
« • 

•  • 

54 

•  • 

42 
44 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

«  • 

•  • 

5 

28 

•  • 
56 

•  • 

39 

• » 

42 

32 

12 

S4 

48 

318 

224 

6 

•  • 

•  • 

27 

20 

•• 

•• 

96 

64 

149 

50 

193 

170 

9UMMART. 

From  the  West  India  Islands     •     .941  including  161  Children  under  14  years  of  age. 

,,     Madeira 363         ,,         142         ,,  ,, 

ji,     Sierra  Leone 199         ,,  40         ,,  ,, 

,,     Rio  de  Janeiro  .     .r     .  *  •     ^  160         ,,  82         ,,  ,, 


Total     .     «     •     •     1,663 


426 


Total  number  of  Males     . 
.,  Females « 


1,075 

588 


Total 1,663 


James  Hackett,  Agent-General  for  Immigration. 


No.  15. 


(No.  236.)  No.  15. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Russell  to  Governor  Light. 
Sir,  Downing-street,  August  22,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch,  No.  79,  of  the  5th  July,  enclosing  a 
report  from  the  Agent-General  for  Immigration  at  British  Guiana,  with  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFFAIRS  OP  BRITISH  GUIANA.  31 

return  of  emigrants  who  bad  arrived  in  the  colony  since  the  publication  of  British  guiana 
your  proclamation  to  give  effect  to  the  emigration  ordinance  passed  by  Sir 
Henry  M^Leod, 

The  statements  contained  in  these  documents  are  highly  satisfactory,  ex- 
cepting so  far  as  relates  to  the  disproportion  of  the  sexes. 

You  represent  this  disproportion  to  have  arisen  from  the  desire  of  the 
emigrants  to  try  the  colony  previous  to  bringing  their  wives  and  families  with 
them. 

If  the  emigrants  remain  in  the  colony;  I  expect  their  families  to  join  them, 
and  I  am  glad  to  learn  from  your  Despatch  that  a  considerable  number  of 
the  original  emigrants  from  Madeira  had  embarked  for  that  island  to  bring 
back  their  families  and  relatives  to  British  Guiana. 

Governor  Light,  (Signed)  '  J.  RUSSELL. 

&c.       &c. 


(No.  80.)  No.  m. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 
My  Lord,      '  Government  House,  Demerara,  July  6,  1811. 

In  the  letter  of  th6  Agent-General,  attached  to  the  return  of  emigrants  .       -^^^  jg 
to  this  province,  allusion  in  made  to  the  case  of  the  American  schooner 
Rienzi,     This  was  the  first  vessel  sent  from  Madeira  with  emigrants,  the    Pespatch No.  79. 
captain  and  crew  of  five  men,  Americans,  of  the  United  States. 

It  appeared  that  a  few  days  after  the  vessel  sailed*  frftm  Madeira,  a  dog, 
belonging  to  the  American  captain,  bit  one  of  the  Portuguese;  a  dispute 
arose ;  high  words,  in  language  neither  |5arty  understood,  on  the  opposing 
sides  of  the  dispute  followed;  the  gesticulations  of  the  Portuguese  were 
construed  by  the  fears  of  the  captain  into  threats  against  his  crew  and  self; 
the  dog  was  thrown  overboard  in  the  night;  fresh  dispute  arose,  and  addi- 
tional fear  was  excited. 

The  consequence  was  that  the  captain  took  advantage  during  the  night  of 
the  Portuguese  being  below  to  batten  them  down ;  allowed  only  two  at  a 
time  to  come  on  deck,  and  persisted  in  this  limitation  for  the  remainder  of  the 
passage,  17  or  18  days.  Luckily,  no  evil  consequences  ensued;  the  emigrants 
all  arrived  in  good  health,  though  they  had  suffered  much  inconvenience  from 
their  confinement. 

A  very  long  investigation  took  place;  the  case  was  brought  before  the 
inferior  criminal  court  in  Georgetown,  pr'esided  over  by  the  High  Sheriff.  The 
captain  wais  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  100  dollars,  and  to  14  days'  imprison- 
ment in  Georgetown  gaol.  The  fine  was  paid,  and  the  imprisonment 
endured. 

This,  with  the  law  expenses,  the  loss  of  time  in  port  at  the  expense  of  40 
or  50  dollars  per  day,  as  set  forth  in  a  petition  to  me,  praying  for  remission 
of  part  of  the  imprisonment,  which  was  rejected,  has  been  a  tolerably  severe 
lesson  against  imprudent  fears.  The  Portuguese  were  satisfied,  and  I  hope 
public  justice  has  been  vindicated. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

The  Riglit  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  82.)  No.  17. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 
My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerdra,  July  15,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  return  of  produce         nq.  17. 
shipped  frooi  Georgetown  and  New  Amsterdam  during  the  April  quarter 
ending  July  5th. 

There  is  still  a  diniinution  as  compared  with  1840,  but  there  is  no  reaacHi 
to  believe  that  the  crop  for  this  year  will  be  inferior  to  that  of  the  last. 

The  planters  have  paid  more  attention  to  the  cultivation  than  during  last 
year,  the  object  being  then  to  hurry  on  the  manufacture  of  sugar,  in  order  to 
benefit  by  the  high  prices.    It  has  been  deprecated  by  prudent  men,  and  the 
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BRITISH  GUUNA  extreme  rise  ia  price  of  sugar,  almost  to  double  what  it  was  in  1888,  has 
—  encouraged  a  spirit  of  speculation  on  its  continuance,  for  which  mawy  of  the 

planters  are  likely  to  suffer. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  17. 

End.  in  No.  17.     British  Guiana. — Colonial  Produce* shipped  from  this  Cdonji^iD  tihfe  Second  Qoftrter  of  1841,  aft 

compared  with  the  Quantity  of  the  Coireaponding  QuarteK-^  l«40i 


No.  18. 


EncT.  in  No.  18. 


Sugar. 

Rum. 

Molasses. 

Coffee. 

Cottoa. 

Demerara,  2nd  Quarter,  1840    .      . 
Berbice,                 t,                    .     • 

Hogsheads. 
6,266 
1,125 

PuncheoDS. 
2,883 
460 

Casks. 
2,803 
69 

'  Pounds. 
587,700 
466,860 

Bales. 
70 
19 

7,391 

3,343 

2,372 

1,054,500 

89 

Demerara,  2nd  Quarter,  1841      .     . 
Berbice,                  „                   .     . 

5,480 
1,101 

1,775 
497 

2,522 
399 

.  96.600    ^ 
62,850 

19 

•  • 

6,581 

2,272 

2,921 

159,450 

19 

Decrease       •     •     •     • 
Increase       .     •     •     « 

810 

1,071 

•  • 

549 

895,050 

10 

Custom-House,  Georgetown,  Demarara, 
7th  July,  1841. 


C.  Robinson,  Collector. 


(No.  84.)  No.  18. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  July  15,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your- Lordship  a  copy  of  the  letter 
from  the  officers  appointed  to  distribute  and  locate  the  captured  Africans  at 
Berbice  to  the  Government  Secretary^  giving  an  account  of  their  proceedings, 
according  to  instructions  received. 

I  considered  that  it  veould  be  more  for  the  advantage  of  the  children  to 
place  them  on  the  estates  with  their  families  or  fellow-captives,  than  to 
apprentice  them  in  the  town  with  individuals  who,  having  an  isolated  power 
over  the  services  of  those  apprenticed,  would  be  less  liable  to  supervision  of 
the  magistrate ;  and  indeed  it  appears  that  no  married  persons  would  under- 
take to  receive  them.  With  a  subsequent  Despatch  your  Lordship  will 
receive  a  report  from  Mr.  Wolseley  of  the  locations,  and  of  the  advantages 
those  locations  present. 

I  have  directed  a  separate  monthly  report  to  be  given  by  the  magistrates 
of  the  condition  of  these  Africans,  which  will  be  forwarded  with  the  monthly 
returns. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Sir, 


Enclosure  in  No.  18. 

New  Amsterdam,  Berbice,  July  1,  1841. 
We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  communicating  His 


Excellency's  conitnands  that  we  should  receive  from  the  Custom  House  Department  the 
captured  Africans  at  Plantation  Overwinning,  and  immediately  procure  suitable  and  advan< 
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been  located  in  fainiUes  and  that  the  unmarried  and  children  made  choice  of  the  family  they  BRITISH  GUIANA 
wished  to  accompany.  v    r    l-  u 

The  annexed  return  exhibits  the  different  plantations  where  they  are  located,  each  of  which 
has  a  school  and  a  church  or  chapel  in  its  immediate  neighbourhood;  the  situations  are 
healthy  and  the  accommodations  for  them  very  good. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  Charlbs  R.  Whinfield,  Sheriff. 

W.  B.  Wolselby,  Circuit  Stipendiary  Magistrate, 
The  Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young,  G.  G.  Lowenfeld,  Emigration  Agent 

&c.        &c.        &c. 

RsTURN  of  Captured  Africans  located  in  Berbice  on  Monday,  28th  June,  1841. 


PUntaiiont, 

3feii. 

Women. 

Boy*. 

Oirb. 

Total  on  eadi. 

Providence  •      •.•«*• 

1 
6 

5 
5 
3 
5 
3 
2 
•  • 

5 
5 
6 
3 
6 
10 
15 

6 

4 
9 
6 

4 

4 

•  • 

23 

20 

Friends.     •     •     •     •     •     . 
Blairmount      .     •     •     •     < 
Balthyock  .     •     •     •     • 

• 

22 
21 

18 

Rose  Hall 

20 

Cane  Fields      «     •     •     •     ^     - 

21 

39 

23 

50 

33 

145 

Located      .     • 
In  hospital  .     . 
Died  since  arrival 

•  •          « 

•  • 

145 
6 
9 

(A  true  Copy.) 
W.  B.  WoLSBLET,  Anistant  Oovemment  Secretary. 

(No.  241.)  No.  19. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Russell  to  Governor  Light. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  August  30,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch,  No.  84,  of  the  15th  July,  respecting 
the  distribution  and  location  of  certain  captured  Africans  at  Berbice,  and  I 
have  to  signify  to  you  my  approval  of  the  arrangements  which  you  authorized 
for  their  disposal. 

I  have,  &c. 

Governor  Light,  (Signed)  J.  RUSSELL. 

&c.        &c. 


No.  19. 


(No.  88.)  No.  20. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  July  21,  1841. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  copies  of  letter  from  the  sheriff  of 
Bert>ice  and  of  the  medical  attendant  of  the  Hospital  at  New  Amsterdam 
relative  to  the  condition  of  the  captured  Africans  from  the  time  of  their  dis- 
embarkation to  the  date  of  distribution. 

It  appears  by  the  report  of  the  medical  attendant  that  the  deaths  that 
have  occurred,  were  entirely  attributable  to  the  previous  sufferings  of  these 
unfortunate  beings,  and  when  it  is  known  that  upwards  of  500  Africans  had 
been  stowed  away  in  the  captured  slaver,  which  was  crowded,  when  only 
freighted  with  180,  the  number  sent  from  Rio  de  Janeiro;  it  is  surprising 
that  the  health  of  the  survivors  has  been  so  easily  re-established. 

I  have  it  from  the  authority  of  Mr.  Glascott,  who  returned  from  the 
Barema  a  day  or  two  ago,  and  who  served  in  the  navy  on  the  coast  of 
Africa  for  some  time,  cruising  against  slave-ships,  that  the  tonnage  of  the 
Dous  de  Fevereira  could  only  have  held  its  original  number  of  slaves,  by 

F 
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BRITISH  GUIANA  stowing  them  three  deep,  m  a  sitting  posture,  each  slave  locked  between 
the  legs  and  thighs  of  those  in  the  hinder  ranks. 

Of  the  original  number  embarked  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  120  died  on  the 
passage  to  Rio,  20  on  the  voyage  to  British  Guiana,  6  within  36  hours  of 
their  landing  at  New  Amsterdam,  and  4  since  that  time. 

1.  have  &c* 
The  Right  Bon.  Lord  John  Russell,     (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.  &a  &c. 


Endosure  in  No.  20. 
Sir,  Office  of  the  Sheriff,  Berbice,  July  18,  1841. 

r  HAVE  the  honour  to  fon^^ard  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  a 
Encl.  in  No.  20.  report  from  Dr.  Beresford  on  the  state  of  the  captured  Africans  who  were  admitted  into  the 
^neral  asylum  and  hospital  of  this  county.  The  case  remaining  therein  at  the  date  of  thi» 
Report  is  sinoe  dead,  making  the  total  number  of  deaths  10,  and  but  six  of  these,  it  will  be 
observed,  had  been  under  any  medical  treatment  whatever.  I  had  fully  expected,  from  the 
general  wretched  state  of  these  people  when  they  were  landed  from  the  Dous  de  Feyereira, 
uiat  at  least  30  would  have  died ;  and  I  feel  confident  that  nothing  but  the  constant  attention 
and  zeal  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Beresford  could  have  rendered  the  mortality  so  stnall ;  I  have 
therefore  much  satisfaction  in  bringing  his  name  prominently  to.tha  noticaof  his  Excetleocy^ 

^  I  have,  &o. 

The  Hon.  H.  E.  P.  Young,  (Signed)  Charles  R.  Whinfield,'  Sheriff. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 
(True  CopyO 
H.  E.  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary. 

Sir,^  New  Amsterdam,  Berbtce,  July  14,  1841. 

In  accordance  with  your  req^uesj,  I.  beg  leave  to  submit  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  the  following,  statement  relative  to  the  captured  Africans  lately 
admitted  to  hospital  at  Berbiee,  and  placed  under  my  charge.  Tne  original  number  of 
these  was  31«  four  of  whom  in  a  state  of  extreme  sickness  and  debility,  died  within  96  horns* 
of  being  landed,  17  of  the  above  number  it  became  necessary  to  place  under  medical  treat- 
ment, 14  of  them,  (with  three  more  subsequently  admitted),  and  of  whom,  five  died,  for  dropsy 
both  general  and  local,  one,  (the  only  one  now  remaining  in  hospital  on  account  of  her 
miserable  helpless  condition)  for  dysentery,  and  two  others  for  severe  chest  affection,  one 
case  accompanied  with  extreme  debility  and  scurvy.  The  remaining  14  of  those  first  admitted, 
were  retained  in  the  hospital  on  account  of  general  debility  with  scorbutic  tendency,  (a  pre- 
vailing feature  in  most  of  the  dropsical  cases),  but  having  been  properly  cured,  soon  con- 
valesced, and  were  on  24th  May,  10  days  after  admission,  discharged  to  the  general  dep6t  at 
Plantation  Overwinning,  whence,  as  occasion  required,  the  sick  were  sent  to  our  hospital  in. 
town.  As  many  as  34  or  35  were  thus  disposed  of,  independent  of  the  31  first  admitted,  3,  as 
stated  above,  on  account  of  dropsy,  6  of  fever,  3  of  pleurisj',  1  of  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1. 
of  convulsions,  I  of  diabetes^  3  of  diarrhcBa,  1  of  inflammation  with  ulcer  of  the  ejre,  1  of  men- 
matism,  3  of  ear-aohe,  9  of  8oabies>  (itch^)  and  several  others  on  acoount  of  no  perceptible 
disease ;  of  the  above  none  suffered,  the  cases  of  death  being  solely  confined:  to  those  finst 
admissions  labouring  under  dropsy,  the  post  mortem  appearances  of  whose  bodies  weie  (as 
was  the  treatment  of  the  sick,  diet,  extras,  and  results),  noted  in  a  journal  kept  for  that  and 
other  purposes,  couneoted  with  these  unfortunate  creatures,  who  I  am  happy  to  report  received 
every  attention  at  the  hands  of  those  appointed  to  superintend  them  and  to  aflSjrd  them  rrfief. 

On  reviewing  the  symptoms  during  life  and  the  appearances  after  death  of  those  cases 
already  alluded  to,  it  is  a  matter  of  aslonishment  that  with  so  great  an  extent  of  disease  as  was 
exhibited,  life  could  have  been  prolonged  to  the  period  it  was.  Each  individual  examined, 
(and  eight  out  [of  nine  were,  the  one  omitted  being  from  heavy  pressure  of  business  at  the 
time,)  presented  the  same  general  appearances  of  disease  as  the  preceding  ones,  and  these  were 
such  as  to  have  entirely  and  utterly  precluded  the  possibility  of  recovery.  In  ev^  instance 
there  were  large  collections  of  fluid  in  the  chest  and  abdomen,  in  the  first  more  particularly  where 
every  cavity  was  filled  to  repletion^  many  of  the  internal  organs  having  undergone  sudi  complete 
change  and  disorganisation,  as  to  have  been  with  diflSculty  recognised.  In  some  a  lung  was 
collapsed,  actually  deficient  indeed,  in  others  one  or  both  lungs  were  so  diseased  as  to  beeome 
at  length  insufficient  for  the  purposes  of  respiration,  besides  this  there  existed  in  both  cairitiefr 
appearances  of  former  inflammatory  action,  adequate  of  itself  to  the  destruction  of  life.  The 
heart  was  invariably  surrounded  with  a  large  quantity  of  fluids  and  the  stomach  was  in  almost 
every  instance  so  reduced  in  size  being  one-third  and  one-fourth  of  its  usual  dimensions,  as  to 
evince  pretty  clearly  the  degree  of  starvation  the  unfortunate  creatures  must  at  an  early  period 
have  endured. 

I  am  sensible.  Sir,  of  having  extended  this  my  report  £air  beyond  the  limits  of  moderation 
or  beyond  what  may  have  been  expected,  but  I  consider  myself  justified  in  so  doing,  in  order 
that  mis-statements  founded  on  the  mortality  herein  alluded  to,  injurious  to  the  scheme  of 
immigration  to  British  Guiana  now,  and  as  regards  the  present  instance  so  happily  and 
auspiciously  commenced,  may  not  go  abroad.  In  no  case  did  an  African  die  from  any 
malady  contracted  here  ;  it  was  the  previous  state  of  disease,  in  several  instances  beyond  th<i 
possibility  of  relief,  that  caused  death.     Even  in  such  cases  as  recovered,  tlie  resistance  to 
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medicineB  generally,  and  in  the  most  powerful  doses,  such  as  under  ordinary  circumstances  BRECISH  GUIANA 
might  have  produced  unpleasant  results,  proved  the  very  torpid  and  disordered  state  of  the  '"— 

system,  vhicn  however,  wnen  recruited  by  proper  diet  aiid-attefntioir to  their  many  necessities, 
responded i-eadlly  to  the  remedies  subsequently  admhiisitBred. 

I  have,  &:c. 
His  Honour  C.  R.  Whiitfeld,  (Signed)  John  B.  Bebbspord, 

Sheriff.  Surgeon  to  the  General  Asylum  and  Ho^ital,  Berbice. 

(A  true  Copy.) 
H.  E.  F.  YouKG,  Government  Secretary. 


(No.  3.)  No.  21.  .    . 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Stanley  to  Governor  LibnT.; 

Sir,  Downing-street,  Septemlber  9,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch,  No.  88,  of  the  21st  July,  trausmitting         No.  21. 
copies  of  letters  from  the  sheriff  of  Berbice  and  the  medical  attendant  of  the 
hospital  at  New  Amsterdam,  rdative  to  the  condition  of  certain  captured 
Africans  who  had  recently  arrived  in  the  colony. 

1  can  have  no  doiibt  of  the  correctness  of  your  opinion^  that  the  mortality 
which  occurred  amongst  the  Africans,  after  their  arrival,  is  entirely  attribu- 
table, as  Dr.  Beresford  represents,  to  the  dreadful  sufferings  which  they  had 
experienced  on  board  the  captured  vessel,  and  not  to  any  want  of  attention 
in  Guiana. 

On  the  contrary,  the  rescued  slaves  appear  to  have  been  treated  by  Dr. 
Beresford  with  great  care,  and  on  the  whole  with  very  satisfactory  results. 

I  am  glad  to  find  that  those  most  competent  to  judge  of  his  proceedings 
have  signified  their  approbation  of  his  skill  and  attention. 

I  have  &c 
Governor  liight,  (Signed)       '     STANLEY. 

be.        &c« 


(No.  91.)  No.  22. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Kussell. 
My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  July  21,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  returns  of  the  stipendiary  magis-  No.  %2. 

trates  for  the  month  of  June,  the  summary  of  the  Coolie  returns  for  the 
same  month,  and  Mr.  Wolseley^s  summary.  These  returns  require  no  ob- 
servations on  my  part,  beyond  noticing  the  trifling  number  of  cases  for  ad- 
judication. 

I  have,  &c. 
The.Right  Hon,  Lord  John  Russell,  (Signed)     HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 
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Enclosure  1[\  lit  No.  USS. 
MoNTHLT  RvMRT  respecting  the  HiU  Coobw  w  British  Guiana  on  lit  July,  1841. 


J^umber  on  £«Ute. 

Abtenteee. 

Nmnber 

of 

Days 

Absent 

Deaths  siOce  last 
fieporn 

Numher  Sick, 

ChnenI  Stale  of 
Health, 

Ptttienlars  and 

Result 

of  any  Gomnhunt 

i' 

1 

1 

56 
49 
22 
43 
93 

40 

2 
2 

•  • 
3 
7 

•  • 

•  • 
3 

•  • 
6 

10 

•  • 

One  it  school. 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

14y«ar. 

••• 
•  • 

•  • 
Gorind  16th  Jane. 

•  • 

•  • 

11  with  coMb.    General 
health  g^. 

Uwithcokis.    Oenexml 
health  good. 

7  Blight  indumositious. 
(ileneial  healm  good. 

Jtma  Re^ma. 
9  eonghs  and  colds  pre- 
ndeiii 

Id  sores,  2TtchT|4  slight 
intemnttentfeVer.  Ge- 
neral itete  of  h«^th 
good. 

Waterloo. 
6  cases  of  slight  inter- 
uittentftM^r.  General 
health  good. 

None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 

None. 

W.  B.  WoLSELET,  Assistant  Goyerntneht  Secreenry, 


End.  2,  in  No.  22. 


£k|do8ure  2,  la  No.  337  \ 

An  Epitome  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates*  Records  of  Complaints  for  Jane,  1841. 


Magbtrates. 


J.  Madeod    . 

T.  Colemflcn    .  • 

C.  H.  Stmtt  *  . 
A.  v«a  R.  de  Groot 

W.  J.  BrittaiB  . 

C.  R.  Whinfield  . 
A«  M.  Lyons  • 


J.  A.  Allen 


No.  of 


K.Heyland    . 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1 


Nature  of  Offences. 


Complaint  preferred  by  a  labourer 
against  a  tasl^-gang  manager  for 
the  recovery  of  wages. 

1  complaint  pi^rrdi  by  four  la- 
bourers, chaiging  their  manager 
with  having  withheld  a  day's 
wages  from  them. 

1  complaint  preferred  by  man  and 
wife,  labourers,  charging  the  ma* 
nager  with  unlawful  ejectment, 
consequent  injury  to  sundry  effects^ 
and  non-payment  of  wages, 

1  complaint  by  a  jounieyman  against 
a  master  carpenter  to  recover 
wages. 

1  simply  a  difference  between  the 
manager  of  an  estate  and  a  la- 
bourer resident  thereon,  but  giving 
his  labour  to  an  adjoining  pro- 
perty. 

1  complaint  preferred  by  the  mana- 
ger of  an  estate  against  an  in- 
dentured Hill  Coolie,charging  him 
with  four  days'  absence. 

1  complaint  by  labourer  against 
manager  to  recover  payment  of 


How  dis^oeed  ot 


1  complaint  by  washerwoman  against 
employer  for  the  recovery  of  wages. 


Amicably  settled  by  payment  of  the 
amount  claimed. 

Payment  ordered ;  reason  for.  -with- 
holding not  bemg  ooiisideredjMiffi* 
cient. 

Wages  ordered  to  be  forthwith  paid ; 
no  further  proceedings  ensued,  com- 
plainant not  q)pearing  to  prose- 
cute. 

Amicably  settled. 


Amicably  settled. 


Adjudged  to  forfeit  8  days'  wages, 
in  consequence  of  drunkenness 
having  been  the  cause  of  absence. 

Payment  made  immediately;  non- 
payment partly  ascribed  to  negli- 
gence of  overseer. 

Payment  ordered,  with  1  dollar  addi- 
tional for  lost  time  in  prefenring 
complaint. 
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An  Epitome  of  the  ^t^teiqKary  Magt^trates*  Recordi — continued. 


RRITISH  GUIANA 


Mftgittk'UM* 


J.  0.  I4.  Mwe .  . 
D.  Maelefnwi     * 


W.  H.  Waie  •     . 


M.  L*  Fowler.     * 


(G^org^wndii- 
trict.) 


No.  of 
Cates. 


2 

8 


n 


Naltite  «f  OtfmcM. 


2.  cojnpl^nU  preferred  by  journey- 
men carpenter9.  against  maater 
caipeDtera  to  recover  wages. 

4  complaints  preferred  by  journey 
men  carpenters  against  master 
carpentefs  to  recover  wages. 

2  complaints  preferred  by  labourers 
against  managers  for  recovery  of 
wages. 

1  complaint  preferred  by  a  labourer 
against  a  manager  fer  destruction 
of  property. 

1  complaint  by  a  girl  against  an  pld 
lady  wbo  ha)  brought  her  up  from 
infancy,  claiming  wages  since 
August,  1838. 

1  oomplaint  by  a  labourer  affain^t  a 
laak-'gang  manager  for  the  re- 
coverv  of  wages. 

1  complaint  by  manager  against 
two  Ilill  Coolies,  chargmg  them 
wi^  four  days'  absence. 

1  eomplaiBt  preferred  by  a  boat- 
builder  agamst  a  labourer  to  ob- 
tain payment  for  a  canoe. 

1  complaint  preferred  by  a  carpen- 
ter against  a  storekeeper  to  obtain 
payment  of  wages. 

niapiitP^  wiigp>ft  «i>f*nii^fy  and  other 
differences,  princip<^Uj  between 
town  tradesmen,  their  journeymen 
or  servants. 


Bflwdiip00ed«f» 


Payments  ordered,  bnt  only  obtained 
on  the  issue  of  levy  warranl^fs. 

Adjusted  acc(»ilitig  to  piroofe  adduced. 


One  dismissed.     One  judgment  for 
the  amount  claimed. 

Disproved  and  dismissed. 


Dismissed. 


Payment  ordered  and  made. 


Adjudged  to  pay  1  doBar  eadi,  their 
abs^ce  having  been  occas&med  by 
drankenness. 

Abatement  agreed  uponi,  and  payment 
made. 

Payment  ordered  and  made. 


Sixteen  dismissed;  the  remainder 
settled  variously,  according  to  the 
evidence. 


SoMMARY  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates^  Records -of  Complaints  for  the  month  of 

^une,  1841. 

— McBgrr.  -M^Leocb  Celemaw^  -gtfiiUr  De- Gr^ot,.  Brittain.and  Whinfield  repprt^.  that  they 
had  no  case  br  adjudication  between  master  and  servant  during  the  month  of  June. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Lyon's  Record  contains  one  case;  a  oompbint  prefen^ed  by  a 

labourer  against  a  task-gang  manager,  for  the  recovery^bf  wages,  which  was  amicably  aci^iisted 
by  payment  of  the  amount  claimed. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Alley's  Record  contains  four  cases^  the  first  of  wbiob  comprises 
fourcomplaiimnts,  who  charge  their  manager  with  having  withheld  one  day^s  wages  from  them, 
in  consequence  of  their  havmg  left  the  boiling-house  one  evening  at  7  o'clock  without,  as  had 
hitherto  been  customary,  boiling  off  the  whole  of  the  liquor.  The  wages  were  ordered  to  be 
paid. 

The  next  case- is  a  complaint  preferred  by  two  labourers,  man  and  wife,  ajgainst  the  mscna^er 
of  an  estate,  charging  him  with  unlawfully  ejecting  them  from  the  dwelling-house  in  which 
they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  residing,  whereby  certain  articles  of  wearing  apparel  were  de- 
clared to  have  been  lost,  and  for  non-payment  of  wage^,  It  was  proved  that  the  complainants 
had  themselves  secreted  their  effects,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  compensation  for  them.  The 
wages  were  ordered  to  be  paid,  and  the  principal  complainant  not  thinking  proper  to  await  its 
final  adjudication,  the  case  was  dismissed.  The  third  case  is  a  complaint  preferred  by  a  jour- 
neyman carpenter  against  a  master  carpenter  fbr  a  recovery  of  wages,  which  was  "  amicably 
settled"  on  payment  of  six  dollars  to  complainant.  Tlie  last  case  noted  in  this  Record,  is 
merely  a  difference  between  a  labourer  and  the  manager  of  the  property  on  which  he  resided, 
and  on  which  he  had  been  accustomed  to  work,  arising  from  a  threat  of  ejectment,  unless  he 
gave  his  labour  to  the  estate  that  furnished  him  with  a  house ;  this  was  likewise  readily  and 
amicably  adjusted. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Heylan(l*s  Record^  contains  three  cases  ;  first  a  complaint  preferred 
by  the  manager  of  an  estate  against  an  indentured  Hill  Coolie  labourer,  charging  him  with  four 
days  absence  from  work,  contrary  to  the  terms  of  his  contract  of  service.  The  evidence  proved 
drunkenness  to  be  the  cause  of  the  absence  of  the  accused,  and  he  was  adjudged  to  forfeit 
eight  days'  wages.  The  next  is  a  complaint  preferred  by  a  plantation  labourer  against  his 
manager  for  the  recovery  of  wages.  It  appeared  in  evidence  that  the  non-payment  had  partly 
arisen  from  the  negligence  of  the  overseer,  and  the  claim  was  immediately  satisfied.  The  last 
case  is  a  complaint  preferred  by  a  washerwoman  against  her  employer  to  obtain  payment  of 
wages  which  was  likewise  immediately  settled^  complainant  receiving  one  dollar  compensation 
for  the  time  she  had  lost  in  preferring  and  proving  her  complaint 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Mure's  Record  contains  two  cases  of  complaints  preferred  by 
journeymen  car|>enters  against  master  carpenters  for  the  recovery  of  wages.  Payment  in  the 
first  instance  ottered  to  be  made  within  two  days,  which  not  being  compUed  with,  a  levy 
was  threatened,  and  the  sentence  thereby  carried  mto  effect. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Maclennan's  Record  contains  eight  cases,  of  ^hich  four  a^;e  corn- 
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B1UTI6H  GUIANA  plaints  preferred  by  journeymen  carpenters  s^ainst  master  carpenters  for  the  recovery  of  wages, 
•  in  each  of  which  awards  were'inade  according  to  the  amounts  appearing' to  be  dwe  'tiponint 

adjustment  of  the  accounts.  Three  others  iimre  eompkiats  jH^eferred  by,pkmtation.lal]Oiarers 
against  their  managers,  of  which  two  were  for  the  recovery  of  wages,  one  of  which  was  dis- 
missed, and  in  the  other  judgment  given  in  favour  of  the  complainant;  and  the  third  was  a 
charge  of  destruction  of  property  which  was  disproved  and  dismimed.  The  remaining  case 
was  a  complaint  preferred  at  tlie  instigation  of  some  malicious  person  against  a  poor  old 
widow  lady,  by  a  girl  who  had  been  brought  up  and  instructed  by  her  fix)m  infency  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  claiming  wages  as  a  bcrvant — -dismissed. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Ware's  Record  contains  two  cases.  Firstta  complaint  by  a  labourer 
against  a  task-gang  manager,  for  the  recovery  of  wages  to  the  amount  of  22  dollars ;  payment 
ordered  and  made«  with  1  dollar  and  33  cents  compensation  for  time  lost  in  preferring  his 
complaint.  The  other  case  is  a  charge  against  two  Hill  Coolie  labourers  for  four  days'  absence 
from  their  master's  serrice  in* riolation  of  their  indentures.  It  was  proved  that  their  absence 
had  been  occasioned  by  intoxication,  and  tbey  ii^eve  each  «ent^ced  to  pay  a  penalty  of  one 
dollar. 

Mr.  Acting  Stipendiary  Justice  Fowler*s  Record  contaias  two  cases ;  the  first  is  a  complaint 
preferred  by  a  boat-builder  against  a  plantation  labourer,  to  recover  payment  for  a  canoe 
which  be  had  built  and  delivered  to  the  accused.  It  having  been  proved  that  the  dimensions 
were  not  exactly  what  had  been  agreed  upon  between  the  parties,  a  suitable  deduction  was 
made  from  the  sum  claimed,  and  the  balance  ordered  to  be  paid.  The  other  was  a  complaint 
preferred  by  a  carpenter  against  the  keeper  of  a  store,  to  recover  payment  for  work  performed ; 
payment  oixler^  and. made. 

Mr.  Acting  Stipendiary  J.  Sandiford's  Record  for  the  Georgetown  district,  contains  71 
cases  of  disputed  wages  accounts,  and  other  trifling  diflerences  arising  principally  between 
town  tradesmen  their  journeymen  and  servants,  of  which  16  were  dismissed,  and  the- others 
variously  adjusted  according  to  the  evidence.  TTiese  cases  cannot,  however,  be  consi- 
dered as  showing  a  want  of  harmony  between  masters  and  servants  in  the  generally  accepted 
'  sense  in  which  those  terms  are  understood.  With  the  planter  and  plantation  labourer  the  best 
possible  understanding  prevails. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

W.  B.  WOLSELEY, 

Circuit  Stipendiary  Magistrate  British  Quiana. 


(No.1000  No^2a 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  August  17,  1841. 

j^j^  23  The  emigrants  who  have  hitherto  arrived  in  British  Guiana,  have  been 

landed  at  the 'port  of  Georgetown  in  Demerara,  and  have  almost  exclusively  located 
themselves  in  this  and  the  county  Essequibo. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  county  Berbice  have  forwarded  to  me  the  accompanying 
petition,  setting  forth  a  claim,  to  be  afforded  the  opportunity  in  Berbice  of  having 
a  number  of  tne  emigrants  proportionate  to  the  amount  of  taxation  which  that 
county  contributes  for  emigration  purposes* 

It  has  not  appeared  to  me  possible  to  give  the  petitioners  any  other  answer  than 
that  which  by  my  directions  was  afforded  to  them  by  the  Government  secretary, 
and  to  which  practical  effect  will  be  given  as  far  as  may  be,  by  the- instructions 
issued  by  the  agent-general  of  emigration,  under  my  authority,  to  the  diffierent 
agents  at  the  places  whence  we  are  procuring  emigrants. 

Nos.  1,2,  and  3.         I  enclose  copies  of  this  correspondence,  and  I  trust  your  Lordship  may  approve  of 
the  views  I  have  taken  of  the  subject. 

No8. 4, 5,  and  6.  ^  ^ave  also  received  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  banks  of  the  river 
Demerara,  setting  forth  that  but  few  emigrants  had  located  themselves  in  that  part 
of  the  colony^  owing  to  an  impression  conveyed  to  the  emigrants  on  autliority,  that 
it  was  not  a  salubrious  district.  Copy  of  the  petition  and  the  reply,  together  wth 
'  a  minute  thereon  by  the  Emigration  Committee  of  the  Court  of  Policy,  are  here 
with  annexed. 

I  trust  these  documents  vrill  also  meet  with  your  Lordship'^  approval. 

I  am.  Sec, 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell,  (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 

Enclosure  1,  in  No.  23. 
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To  His  Excellency  Henry  Light,  Esq.,  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  in  and  BRITISH  GUI  ANA 
over  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana»  &c.  &c.  

The  Memorial  of  the  undersigned  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Berbice,  in  the  Province  of 

British  Guiana, 
Humbly  showethi 

That  your  MenoriaUsts  contribute  their  full  share  and  portion  to  the  fund  set  apart 
by  Ordinance  No.  4,  aaoe  1841,  for  imntigraAion  purposes. 

That  since  the  passing  of  said  Ordinance,  a  very,  great  mtmber  of  immigrants  have  arrived 
in  the  county  of  Desnerara,  the  expenses  of  whose  pfissage  have  been  paid  out  of  the  public 
fund,  to  which  your  Memorialists  have  contributed  as  above  stated. 

That  although  the  merest  cl^nce  directed  160  captured  Africans  into  the  poii;  of  Berbice, 
no  immigrants  nave  hitherto  arrived  in  that  county  since  the  passing  of  the  said  Ordinance ; 
and  your  Memorialists  apprehend  that  this  absence  of  immigrants  proceeds  from  one  or  other 
of  the  following  causes:-^ 

1. — Berbice  having  been,  until  very  lately,  a  separate  and  independent  colony,  immigration 
agents  abroad  are  probably  ignorant  that  it  now  forms  a  component  part  of  British 
Guiana,  and  do  not  therefore  deem  it  consistent  with  their  instructions  to  engage  immi- 
grants for  this  county. 

2. — ^The  commissions  and  instruetions  to  tbes^  immigration  agents,  bearing  your  Excel- 
lency's sign  and  seal  "at  Georgetown,  Demerara,"  naturally  lead  them  to  suppose 
that  they  are  employed  to  engage  immigrants  for  Demerara  only,  the  seat  of  your 
Excellency's  government. 

3. — The  want  of  special  and  specific  instructions  to  these  immigration  agents,  directing 
them  to  engage  a  certain  number  of  imraigraBts  for  the  county  of  Berbice,  equal  to 
about  one-third  the  number  sent  lo  the  county  of  Demerara.     And — 

4. — The  Absence  of  a  Member  on  the  Committee  of  Immigration  connected  with  or 
interested  in  the  property  of  this  countv,  occasionally  to  remind  the  Honourable  Com- 
mittee that,  as^  the  county  of  Berbice  contributes  nearly  one- third  the  amount  appro- 
priated for  immigration  purposes,  so  is  it  of  right  entitled,  in  the  same  ratio,  to  the 
immediate  benefit  arising  firom  the  application  of  its  capital. 

That  your  Memorialists  believe  these  (though  apparently  of  minor  import)  to  be  the  real 
and  influential  <»use8  to  which  they  must  attribute  tne  seeming  preference  given  to  the  county 
of  Demerara,  and  the  total  absence  of  immigrants  to  the  county  of  Berbice. 

That  although  the  county  of  Berbice  be  not  the  seat  of  government  of  British  Guiana,  (a  dis- 
tinction at  present  entirely  dqiendant  on  the  will  and  pleasure  of  your  Excellency,  Her  Majesty's 
representative,)  it  possesses  a  S'^parate  and  distinct  sea-port,  having  its  own  custom-house, 
retaining  its  separate  courts  of  civil  and  criminal  justice,  its  stipendiary  magistrates,  and  all  the 
functionaries  of  an  old  and  independent  settlement,  fertile  as  the  district  of  Demerara  in  soil, 
more  abundant  in  the  extent  and  variety  of  its  timber  on  the  banks  of  innumerable  creeks,  with 
a  splendid  river,  navigable  to  a  far  greater  distance  into  the  interior  than  the  Demerara  River, 
(as  your  Excellency  well  knows,  from  having  travelled  on  its  waters  for  about  200  miles,)  the 
county  of  Berbice,  governed  by  the  same  laws  under  your  Excellency's  administration,  nolds 
out  the  same,  if  not  greater,  inducements  to  immigrants,  as  does  the  more  favoured  county  of 
Demerara. 

That  your  Memorialists,  suffering  from  the  great  scarcity  of  labour  in  an  equal  degree  as 
the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Demerara,  and  having  contributed  their  just  proportion  to  the 
immigration  funds,  consider  themselves  of  right  entitled  to  a  fair  proportion  of  the  immigrants 
enga^sd  for  the  province  of  British  Guiana,  and  therefore  respectfully  solicit  your  Excellency's 
oomftderatiott  of  their  case. 

Humbly  praying  that  your  Excellency  maybe  pleased  to  order  and  direct,  that  the  agents  for 
immicration  into  this  province,  in  whatever  part  of  the  world  they  are,  or  may  be  appelated, 
shall  m  future  engage  for  the  county,  and  send  to  the  port  of  Berbiee,  a  number  of  iromignuits> 
in  proportion  to  the  number  engaged  for,  or  sent  to,  the  port  of  Demerara ;  and  that  in  the 
meantime,  and  until  the  number  of  immigrants  arriving  at  the  port  of  Berbice  bears  a«  fair 
proportion  to  the  number  already  landed  at  the  port  of  Demerara,  your  Excellency  may  be 
j^eased  to  direet  that  such  vessels  as  may  arrive  off  the  coast  with  inrniienrnts  engaged  for 
british  Gruiana  by  the  colonial  agents,  snail  call  at  the  port  of  Berbice  for  the  norpose  of  land*^ 
ing  such  immigrants  as  may  be  inclined  to  locate  themselves  in  the  county  of  tbat  name. 

And  your  Memorialists  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

Berbice,  July  12,  1841. 

(Signed)        William  Campbell.  D.  Eraser. 

James  Grimond.  A.  M*Donald. 

James  Kirkwood,  by  his  Willram  Grant. 

attorney.  A.  M*Conocbic. 

James  Laing.  Iwen  Livingston. 

David. Cameron,  Sen.  James  Lindsay. 

David  Cameron,  (by  his  Walter  Robertson. 

attorney.)  J.  De  Vry. 

David  Cameron,  Jun.  T.  C.  Prass. 
Hdllingsworth,  Lyle,  and  Co.   J.  A.  Barkup. 

John  Adams.  J.  C.  Mack  ay. 

F.  Nicolay.  James  Mackay, 

Francis  Jackson.  Joseph  Introzie. 
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Robert  Pinlcerton. 
Charles  Mattheson. 
Alexander  Winter. 
BulUe  Ohifiholm. 
S.  Darson  and  Co« 
Hugh  Fraser  and  Co, 
B.  E.  Poderingham. 
J.  A.  Edwards  and  Co. 
A.  Schroeder. 
William  Lyle  and  Ca 

E.  Hicks. 
James  Xaing. 
George  Laing. 

J.  Chisholm,  Jun. 
£.  J.  Cameron,  m.d. 
Mat.  Newlands. 
William  Corbett. 
Angus  Campbell. 
G.  G.  Lowenfeld. 
Alexander  Austine,  for  self 

and  James  Kirkwood. 
Lambert  P.  Henery,  (by  his 

attorney  G.  G.  Lowenfeld.) 
James  Bone. 
Edward  Feild. 
Donald  Boss. 
William  Ray. 
D.  M'Leod. 
William  Gunn. 
Thomas  Williams,  Jun. 
James  Edwards. 
William  Walker. 
Archibald  Inglis. 

F.  Lanzien. 
William  Fife. 
J.  W.  Forbes. 
William  Nash. 
Thomas  Corbett. 
Thomas  Hounsell. 
James  B.  Fraser. 
Thomas  T.  Tait. 
Benjamin  Bremner. 

G.  W.  Bootle,  (for  self  and 
W.Birch.) 

John  Abensetts. 
Arthur  M'Kenzie. 


James  Christie. 
Richard  Thompson. 
W.  A.  Sanders. 
James  Dean. 
Allan  Cameron. 
John  Sinclair  Paton. 
J.  C.  L.  Gibbons. 
Greorge  W.  Gibson. 
William  Richardson. 
Pister  M*Dougall. 
John  Ross. 
John  Inness. 
T.  R.  Curgenven. 
J.  W.  ObermuUer. 
Isaac  Patoir. 
T.  Prass. 
G.  Parys. 
George  Adamson. 
Donald  Campbell. 
James  Younie. 
William  M'Aul^. 
Robert  M.  R.  Ross. 
C.  Cruickshank. 
J.  Cuming. 
W.  Chisholm. 
James  H^es. 
Lambert  Fowler. 
Robert  Williams. 
Robert  MarshalL 
William  Boilers. 
C.  F.  Gemon. 
H.  J.  Chalmers. 
James  Patterson. 
Peter  Nicholson. 
P.  J.  Roleta. 
G.  P.  KingshoflF. 
William  Laing. 
J.  Tor  De  Zevaun. 
John  Gomersall. 
James  Forsythe. 
T.  M.  Houston. 
Thomas  Forsythe. 
Matthew  Anderson. 
A.  Sutherland. 
W.  R.  Spalding. 


End.  2,  in  No.  23. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  23. 

Minute  by  the  Governor. 

31st  July,  1841. 
Acknowledge  Mr.  Laing*s  letter  of  the  29th  instant,  with  the  accompanying  petition, 
recrived  this  day ;  request  him  to  convey  to  the  petitioners  the  assurance  of  my  sincere  desire 
to  meet  their  wishes  on  any  occasion  when  I  can  do  so  consistently  with  justice  to  the 
emigrants. 

Inform  him  that  instructions  will  be  given  to  the  agents  of  emigration  to  offer  to  labourers 
the  choice  of  being  sent  to  Berbice ;  but  that  the  decision  of  the  emigrants  as  to  the  part  of 
British  Guiana  to  which  they  desire  to  be  conveyed^  must  be  perfectly  voluntary,  and  most 
scrupulously  observed. 

(True  Copy.)  H.  L. 

H.  E.  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary. 

Sir,  Government  Secretary's  OflSce,  Demerara,  31st  July,  1841. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  has  been  pleased  to  direct  that  the  agents  of  emigration 
beyond  the  limits  of  British  Guiana  do  offer  to  labourers  embarking  for  this  colony  the  choice 
of  being  sent  direct  to  Berbice ;  but  that  the  decision  of  the  emigrants  as  to  the  part  of  British 
Guiana,  to  which  they  may  desire  to  be  conveyed,  must  be  perfectly  voluntary,  and  after  the 
agent  shall  have  given  them  all  the  information  in  his  power,  such  voluntary  decision  of  the 
emigrant  must  be  scrupulously  observed  by  the  captain  of  the  vessel. 

I  am  to  request  that  vou  will  communicate  the  Governor's  instructions,  as  herein  contained. 
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Enclosure  3,  in  No.  23«  BRITISH  GUIANA 

Sir,  ,  Immigration  Office,  Greorgetown,  6th  August,  1841.        "En^L  3  in  No.  23. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  you  herewith,  by  desire  of  His  Excellency  the  Grovemor, 
the  copy  of  a  circular,  which,  io  consequence  of  the  Berbiee  petition  for  immigration,  forwarded 
by  you,  I  have  been  instructed  by  his  Excellency  to  address  to  all  the  emigration  agents 
beyond  the  limits  of  thi?  colony. 

In  communicating  which  to  the  petitioners  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  be  good  enough 
also  to  convey  the  as9urW9e  of  his  Excellency's  desire  to  meet  their  wishes  as  far  as  he  pos- 
sibly can. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  James  Hackett,  Agent-General  for  Immigration. 

James  Laing,  Esq« 

&c.       &c.  i  — ► 

Office  of  the  Agent^Greneral  for  Immigration, 
Su-,  3rd  August,  1841. 

I  AM  directed  by  his  Expellency  Henry  Light,  Esq.,  Governor  and  Commander-in- 
Chief,  &c.,  of  this  province,  to  request  that  you  will  offer  to  labourers  embarking  for  this  colony 
the  choice  of  being  sent  direct  to  that  part  of  it  called  Berbiee,  which,  although  beincf  a  county 
equally  fertile  and  possessing  the  same  advantages  .for  labourer^  as  Demerara  or  Essequibo, 
has  as  yet  derived  very  little  advantages  from  immigration. 

Under  a  supposition  that  a  portion  of  the  emigrants  may  feel  disposed,  upon  your  making 
this  communication  to  them  to  ei^bark  for  Berbiee  direct,  it  is  his  Excellency's  desire  that 
your  oflfer  to  that  effect  should  embrace  about  one-third  of  the  whole  number  coming ;  that 
amount  being  about  the  proportion  which  Berbiee,  from  its  extent  and  interest,  bears  to  British 
Guiana. 

For  the  information  of  such  emigrant  labourers  as  may  feel  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of 
this  offer,  it  may  not  be  unnecessary  to  afford  them  some  further  particulars  of  the  proposed 
location.  The  Berbiee  river,"  upon  which  is  situated  the  capital  of  the  county.  New  Amster- 
dam, lies  about  70  miles  east  of  Georgetown,  Demerara,  between  which  and  the  latter  place  a 
constant  communication  is  k<spt  up  by  land  and  water,  both  districts  yielding  the  same  descrip- 
tion of  produce,  viz.,  sugar,  coffee,  and  provisions;  both  pay  the  same  rate  of  wages  to  their 
labourers,  both  subject  to  the  same  temperature  and  variation  of  sevens  and  climate,  and  both 
governed  by  the  same  laws,  &c.  Ktence  it  follows  that  but  little,  if  any  difference,  can  exist 
between  Berbiee  and  Demerara,  or  indeed  the  other  county  (Hissequibo)  as  regards  the 
prospects  or  advantages  of  the  immigrant  labourer. 

In  conveying  to  you  his  Excellency's  wishes  on  the  subject,  I  am  strictly  enjoined  to  forbid 
any  undue  persuasion  being  used  in  deciding  the  choice  of  emigrants  as  to  their  locality  here, 
which  must  be  perfectly  voluntary  ;  and  after  you  shall  have  given  them  all  the  information  in 
your  power,  such  voluntary  decision  of  tlie  emigrant  must  be  scrupulously  observed  by  the 
captams  of  vessels,  from  instructions  to  that  effect  given  by  you,  and  for  which  they  will  be 
held  afterwards  responsible,  should  it  appear  on  their  arrival  here  (from  the  tenor  of  your 
Despatches)  that  they  have  failed  to  carry  such  instructions  into  effect. 

Should  such  a  decision  of  the  labourers  appear  to  you,  under  the  foregoing  provisions,  likely 
to  take  place,  it  would  be  most  desirable  that  every  third  vessel  (supposing  them  to  be  about 
the  same  tonnage)  should  be  sent  to  Berbiee,  to  enable  relations  and  friends  to  proceed 
together,  to  remain  undivided  upon  landing,  and  to  be  afterwards  located  in  situations  con- 
tiguous to  each  other. 

I  have,  &c. 
To  the  Agents  of  Emigration  (Signed)  James  Hackett,  Agent^General. 

beyond  the  limits  of  British  Guiana. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Immigration  Committee,  dated  Tuesday, 

10th  August,  1841. 

The  Committee  conceives,  that  with  the  exception  of  the  immigrants  from  Madeira,  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  immigrants  imported  to  Demerara  from  Barbados  and  the  other  West 
Indian  Islands,  have  been  introduced  at  an  expense  to  private  individuals  of  from  10  to  12 
dollars  per  capita  over  and  above  the  sum  allowed  by  the  colony ;  the  Committee  are  of 
opinion,  that  if  private  individuals  in  Berbiee  had  adopted  the  same  means  as  has  been  done 
l^  parties  in  Demerara,  the  same  results  would  have  followed. 

The  Conunittee  have  to  observe,  with  reference  to  the  fourth  statement  in  the  petition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Berbiee,  that  long  previous  to  and  whilst  the  assertion  therein  contained  was 
receiving  the  sanction  of  their  signatures,  and  subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  petition,  Mr.  Kirk- 
'wood,  a  large  proprietor  in  Berbiee,  was  a  member  of  the  Immigration  Committee,  conse- 
quently the  Berbicians  were  not  unrepresented  in  that  body  until  his  departure  from  the  colony 
on  the  22nd  July. 

With  respect  to  the  claim  as  a  matter  of  right  made  by  the  petitioners,  that  a  portion  of  the 
immigrants,  equal  to  one-third  of  the  whole  number  introduced  into  British  Gruiana  should  be 
sent  to  the  county  of  Berbiee,  as  that  county  contributes  its  fair  proportion  of  the  expense,  the 
Committee  has  always  been  anxious  that  Berbiee  should  have  their  just  proportion  of  immi- 
grants introduced  at  the  public  expense ;  but  they  do  not  admit  that  one-third  is  a  fiur  pro- 
portion taken  in  relation  to  the  amount  of  taxation  paid  by  that  county. 

(A  true  Extract.) 
Jambs  Hackett^  Agent-Gen«^  for  Immigration. 
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•J.    —  Sir,  July  21,  1841. 

jHMk  4,  inxMo.  39.  j  ^^^  leavo  to  hand  jrou  the  accompanying  petition,  and  request  you  will  lay  it  before 

his  Excellency  at  your  earliest  conv«iience. 

I  am,  &C. 
Hie  Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young,  (Signed)  James  Willi ams. 

&c.  &c.  &c.  

To  his  Eixcelieii^  Henry  Light,  Esq.,  Governor  of  British  Ouiana,  &c.,  Sec,  and 
the  other  the  Honourable  Members  of  the  Immigration  Committee. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency  and  Honourable  Sirs, 

We,  the  undersigned  proprietors,  attorneys,  managers,  and  others  interested  in  elates 
in  that  portion  of  the  colony,  known  as  the  Wes|:  Coast  and  Bank  of  the  River  district,  most 
respectfully  approach  your  Excellency  and  the  Immigration  Committee.  We  your  petitioners, 
have  been  informed,  on  authority  which  we  cannot  doubt,  that  your  Excellency  and  the  Immi- 
gration Committee  entertain  such  an  opinion  of  the  general  insalubrity  of  this  district,  but 
more  especially  of  the  river  portions  of  it,  as  to  have  caused  your  Excellency  to  issue  a  com- 
mand to  the  immigration  agent  general,  requiring  him  in  all  instances  on  the  arrival  of  immi- 
grants to  this  colony  to  recommend  them  not  to  settle  on  the  river. 

Your  Excellency  and  the  Immigration  Committee  cannot  but  be  aware  that  a  recommenda- 
tion having  the  sanction  of  the  name  of  the  ruler  of  the  province,  and  conummicated  to  the 
recently  arrived  immigrants,  by  the  official  immediately  connected  with  them,  must  have  a 
most  powerful  effect  in  determining  the  choice  of  the  immigrant  in  the  selection  of  his  new 
abode.  In  fact  experience  up  to  the  present  moment,  goes  to  prove  that  this  recommendation 
has  amounted  to  a  positive  prohibition,  not  one  immigrant  of  those  recently  arrived  having 
as  yet  settled  on  the  river. 

We  cannot  but  feel  assured  that  your  Excellency  and  the  Immigmtion  Committee  are  fully 
impressed  with  the  conviction  that  the  river  district  is  insalubrious ;  with  equal  confidence,  how- 
ever, we  trust  that  when  such  an  opinion  is  proved  to  be  unfounded,  your  Excellency  and  the 
Immigration  Committee  will  hasten  to  redress  an  injury  which,  from  a  mistaken  impression, 
is  now  inflicted  upon  a  particular  portion  of*  the  colony. 

In  the  first  place  then,  it  cannot  surely  have  escaped  the  notice  of  your  Excellency  and  the 
Immigration  Committee,  that  it  appears  somewhat  incongruous  and  inconsistent  to  stamp 
with  a  charge  of  insalubrity  a  portion  of  the  colony,  namely  the  river  district,  which  has  been 
particidarly  selected  by  your  Excellency  and  the  Immigration  Committee,  as  the  site  of  the 
depot  at  which  are  landed  all  the  immigrants  as  they  arrive  in  the  colony,  and  where,  as 
they  may  be  subjected  to  remain  there  for  some  time  when  enervated  by  recent  sea  sickness 
and  the  fatigues  of  a  long  voyage,  they  are  peculiarly  liable  to  be  prejudicially  acted  upon  by 
the  influence  of  a  new  climate. 

2ndly.  Experience  proves  the  converse  to  the  charge  of  insalubrity  as  far  as  the  river  is  con- 
cerned. Your  petitioners  point  with  confidence  to  the  gratifying  fact  of  the  general  good 
health  enjoyed  by  upwards  of  1 10  Coolies,  now  located  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  as  also 
to  above  50  Bahama  labourers,  who  for  the  last  three  years  have  resided  in  this  district,  a  con- 
siderable distance  up  the  river,  and  during  that  period,  have  enjoyed  a  more  than  ordinary 
exemption  from  the  complaints  and  diseases  incident  to  all  portions  of  the  colony. 

Lastly,  we  have  the  opinions,  and  can  procure  the  certificates,  of  all  the  medical  practitioners 
in  this  district,  that  the  charge  of  insalubrity  is  unsupported  by  their  experience. 

Relying,  then,  on  these  facts,  and  firmly  assured  of  the  sense  of  justice  of  your  Excellency 
and  the  Immigration  Committee,  we  scarcely  deem  it  necessary  to  urge  upon  your  notice  that, 
equally  taxed  for  immigration  jpurposes  with  the  rest  of  the  colony,  we  claim  to  be  equal  par- 
ticipators in  the  benefits,  but  shall  proceed  at  once  to  throw  ourselves  on  the  consideration  of 
Sour  Excellency  and  the  Immigration  Committee,  in  the  humble  but  earnest  hope  that  enough 
as  now  been  advanced  to  induce  your  Excellency  and  the  Immigration  Committee  to  with- 
draw any  commands  or  orders  to  the  Immigration  Agent-General  as  may  have  the  effect  of 
determining  the  choice  of  immigrants  against  settling  m  the  River  District,  and  thus  place  your 
petitioners  on  an  equal  footing  of  competition  with  our  other  colonial  brethren. 

And  as  in  duty  bound,  we,  your  Petitioners,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  M.  Eraser  Dodgson,  Proprietor  of  Vive  la  Force. 

Alkxander  Grant,  qq.  Plantations  La  Grange 
Hague  Groenveld,  Tenez  Ferme,  and  part  Pro- 
prietor and  qq.  of  Plantation  Windsor  Forest 

John  Bkbte,  Representative  of  Plantation  Schoonord 

N.  Rudder,  Joint  Proprietor  of  Blankenburg. 

Curtis  A.  Fleming,  qq.  Plantation  Haarlem. 

W.  R.  Watson,  Manager  Plantation  Catharina. 

Archibald  McLennan,  Manager  Hantation  Vries- 
land. 

Eyre  Lynch,  Manager  Plantation  Malgre  tout. 

W.  Barry,  Manager  Vive  la  Force. 

Alexander  Miller,  Manager  Plantation  La  Grange. 

J.  G.  Detering,  Proprietor  Plantation  La  Retraite. 

W.  Barry,  Proprietor  of  one-third  of  Plantation  Mil- 
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Enclosure  5,  in  No.  23.  BSmsH  GUIANA 

Sir,  .    Government  Secretary's  Office,  Demerara,  July  21,  1841. 

I  AM  desired  bv  the  Governor  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  letter,  which  has  heen   Eacl.  6,  in  N(u38. 
addressed  to  me  by  Air.  James  Williams,  together  with  the  Memorial  therein  referred  to,  in 
order  that  the  same  may  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Immigration  Committee. 

His  Excellency  desihes  me  to  observe,  that  the  Memorial  is  sent  to  the  Immigration  Com- 
mittee because  it  is  addressed  to  them  jointly  with  his  Excdlency ;  it  is,  however^  the  Governor's 
(pinion,  that  such  a  reference  would  otherwise  be  unnecessary,  and  it  is  not  required  by  the 
existing  Immigration  Ordinance. 

It  is  superfluous  to  observe  that  labourers  arriving  in  Guiana  in  quest  of  employment  are 
perfectly  free  to  select  their  own  employers,  in  whatever  district  of  the  colony  they  may  deem 
it  most  advantageous  for  themselves  to  accept  employment. 

His  Excellency,  however,  feels  himself  compelled  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  community  at 
large,  which  is  deeply  interested  in  the  health  of  the  emigrants,  to  reiterate  his  desire  that  you 
diould  state  to  persons  arriving  in  the  colony  in  the  capacity  of  agricultural  labourers,  that  the 
sea-coasts  are^  generally  considered  the  most  salubrious  localities. 

I  have,  &c., 
James  Hacket,  Esq.  (Signed)  H.  E.  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary. 

&c.  &C. 


Enclosure  6,  in  No.  23. 

Sir,  Government  Secretary's  Qffice,  Demerara,  July  21,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  day's  date,  and  to    End.  6,  in  No.  23. 
acquaint  you  that  the  Memorial  which  accompanied  it  has  been  referred  by  his  Excellency  to 
the  Immigration  Committee,  with  a  letter,  of  which  a  copy  is  annexed. 

His  Excellency  requests  that  it  may  be  communicated  to  the  memorialists,  with  the  expression 
of  his  sincere  regret  that  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  give  an  answer  more  favourable  to  their 
wishes. 

I  have,  &c., 
James  Williams,  Esq.,  (Signed)  H.  E.  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary. 

&c.         &c. 


Committee  of  Immigration,  Monday,  July  26,  1841. 

Peksent, 

Hon. Robinson. 

Hon. CnoAL. 

Hon.  •— —  Pbarce. 

Mr.  Hackett,  Agent-General,  laid  over,  by  desire  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  a  Me- 
morjal  from  the  proprietors,  attorneys,  managers,  and  others,  of  estates  on  the  west  bank  and 
coast  of  the  River  XJemerara,  together  with  a  letter  from  the  Government  Secretary. 

The  Committee  having  read  the  same,  are  of  opinion  that  the  gentlemen  w1k>  signed  the 
Memorial  were  either  premature  or  incorrect  in  stating  that  not  one  immigrant  of  those  recently 
arrived  have  as  yet  settled  on  the  river,  as  it  appears  considerable  numbers  are  located  on 
Plantations  La  Penitence,  Ruimseldt,  Houston,  Best,  Malgre  tout,  Schoonord,  and  Maria's 
Lodge. 

The  Committee  have  to  obser\'e,  that  they  are  not  fully  impressed  with  the  conviction  that 
the  River  District  is  insalubrious,  and  have  not  issued  any  order  to  the  Immigration  Agent- 
General  having  the  effect  of  determining  the  choice  of  immigrants  against  settling  in  the  Kiver 
District. 

The-nature  of  the  advice  given  to  the  immigrants  has  been  explained  in  the  copy  of  his 
Excellency's  letter  hereunto  annexed  of  the  21st  July  instant,  which  has  been  forwarded  to  the 
memorialists  by  the  Government  Secretary. 

The  Agent-General,  having  a  positive  duty  to  perform  under  the  instructions  of  liis  Excellency 
the  Governor  with  reference  to  the  foregoing  minute,  had  no  participation  in  the  opinions 
therein  expressed. 


G2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


44  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  TUB 

BRmSH  GUIANA  (No.  17.)  No.  24.. 

CoPv'  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Stanley  to  Governor  Light. 
Sir,  Downing-street,  Slst  October,  1841. 

'    No.84.  I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch,  No.  100,  of  the  17th  August,  transmitting 

petitions  addressed  to  yourself  by  the  inhabitants  of  Berbice  and  of  the  banks  of  the 
river  Demerara,  praying  that  a  portion  of  the  immigrants  brought  to  the  colony 
may  be  located  in  those  districts,  together  with  copies  of  a  correspondence  ori  m& 
subject. 

I  approve,  generally,  of  the  course  which  you  have  taken  in  reference  to  those 
petitions ;  but  I  observe  that  in  your  directions  to  the  Agent-General  for  Immi- 
gration you  appear  rather  to  limit  the  proportion  of  immigrants  to  be  sent  to 
Berbice  to  one-third. 

As  Berbice  is  not,  however,  to  be  ensured  in  this  proportion,  I  do  not  see  why  it 
should  be  limited  to  it ;  for  as  the  whole  distribution  is  to  depend  upon  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  immigrants  themselves,  it  seems  fair  that  Berbice  should  have  the  same 
chance  as  Demerara  of  a  larger  supply  in  any  one  year  than  that  only  to  which  its 
exact  proportion  of  taxation  for  emigration  purposes  would  entitle  it,  supposing  the 
immigrants  themselves  to  be  inclined  to  settle  there. 

I  have,  &c. 
Governor  Light,  (Signed)  STANLEY. 

&c.     &c. 


(No.  101.)  No.  26. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  11th  August,  1841. 

No.  25.  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  further  report  of  Mr. 

Wolseley  of  his  circuit  to  the  estates  on  the  east  and  west  banks  of  the  Demerara 
River,  and  west  coast  county  Demerara. 

Mr.  Wolseley's  report  is  equally  satisfactory  with  that  transmitted  with  a  previous 
Despatch  ;  it  shows  the  same  desire  t>i  the  peasantry  to  become  proprietore  of  land, 
and  at  the  same  time  it  proves  that  much  of  their  industry  is  still  preserved  to  the 
estates,  while  the-  disposition  to  public  worship,  to  improvement  of  their  moral  con- 
dition, and  to  the  education  of  tneir  children,  keeps  pace  with  their  desire  for  inde- 
pendence by  the  purchase  of  land. 

At  the  end  of  the  report  is  a  table,  showing  the  value  of  the  land  purchased* 
amounting  to  upwards  of  ten  thousand  pounds  sterling,  and  an  approximating 
average  of  the  expected  crops  of  the  present  year  compared  with  the  last 

Mr.  Wolseley  will  visit  the  Essequibo  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 

I  have  &c 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell,  (Signed)  '  HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  25. 


Circuit  Stipendiary  Magistrates'  Journal,  2Sth,  29th,  30th,  and  Slst  of  July,  comprising 

a  tour  of  120  Miles. 

End.  in  No.  25.  0^  Wednesday,  28th,  at  seven  a.m.,  left  Georgetown  under  orders  ''  to  proceed  up  both 
banks  of  the  Demerara  River  to  the  last  plantations  accessible  by  land,  and  as  far  down  the 
west  sea  coast  as  Greenwich  Park,  the  last  estate  in  cultivation  in  that  direction."  Called  in 
at  La  Penitence,  found  the  manager  not  at  home ;  proceeded  on  to  Riumveld,  and  met  the 
manager  on  his  way  to  town.  On  reaching  the  next  estate,  Houston,  I  was  more  fortunate, 
and  readily  obtained  all  the  information  I  conceived  the  object  of  my  mission  to  require.  This 
property,  which  may  now  safely  be  said  to  be  the  finest  in  British  Guiana,  was  purchased  by 
the  present  owner,  about  two  years  ago,  for  the  sum  of  42,000/.  sterling,  since  which  very 
extensive  repairs  and  improvements  bave  been  undertaken,  and  to  an  amount  which  readily 
admitted  of  my  entering  fully  into  the  anxious  apprehensions  of  the  proprietor,  lest  any  unto- 
ward circumstance  should  stop  the  stream  of  immigration  now  progressing  so  cheeringly,  and 
on  which  so  materially  depends  the  advancement  or  decline  of  this  fine  country.  That  no 
sacrifice  on  his  part  might  be  wanting  to  insure  the  settlement  of  a  contented  peasantry,  the 
proprietor  has  laid  out  upwards  of  6,000/.  sterling  in  labourers*  cottages,  and  in  connexion 
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Tliis  property  has  about  500  acres  in  cane  cultivation,  but  does  not  expect  to  make  more  BRITI8H6(JIANA 
than  from  5Q0  to  550  hogsheads  of  ^ugar  for  the  present  year's  crop,  of  which  143  had  been  — — 

made  to  date.  1* he  crop  of  last  year  was  595  hogsheads,  and  that  of  1843  might>  without 
difficulty,  be  brought  up  to  1,000,  could  steady  labour  be  obtained.  In  the  month  of  Jime 
there  were  4G2  labourers  on  the  pay  list,  of  whom  432  were  natives  and  30  Barbadians;  in 
the  course  of  the  present  month,  however,  there  has  been  a  considerable  access^ion  to  the 
manual  strength  of  the  estate,  no  less  than  160  emigrants  from  Madeira,  in  families,  having 
located  there,  of  whom  about  100  have  been  at  work,  and  several  for  their  first  month  will  earn 
from  10  to  15  dollars;  their  general  conduct  is  favourably  spoken  of,  and  there  had  been  but  a 
few  trifling  cases  of  sickness  among  them.  The  rate  of  wages  for  cane  cutting  is  one  dollar 
(45.  2d.)  for  a  pui^t  of  canes  equal  to  500  cubic  feet,  a  task  which  one  labourer  often  accom- 
plbhes  by  twelve  or  oqe  o'clock,  though  in  general  two  are  appointed  to  each  punt,  as  was  the 
rule  in  the  apprentice  time,  in  which  case  each  receives  half  a  dollar  for  a  task  commonly 
finished  by  eleven  o^clock ;  for  weeding,  one  guilder  (1^.  4Jd.)  for  a  row  of  75  roods  when  the 
fields  are  not  unusually  heavy  or  grassy,  and  a  proportionate  advance  when  they  are.  Boiler- 
men  and  others  about  the  works  receive  seven  bitts  per  day,  or  three  dollars  and  a  half  per 
week.  The  waj?es  are  paid  every  fortnight;,  and  the  general  expenditure  for  wages  has  been 
about  3,000  dollars  (625/.)  per  month ;  the  exact  amount  paid  in  the  last  six  months  was 
18,176  dollars  21  cents.,  say  3,786/.  14*.  3rf.  sterling.  No  land  of  this  estate  has  been  sold  to 
labourers,  though'  many  are  known  to  have  bought  elsewhere,  and  not  more  than  half  the 
number  of  the  formerly  attached  apprenticed  labourers  are  now  on  the  property.  A  part  of 
my  duty  at  Houston  was  to  inquire  for  two  labourers  who  had  some  years  since  made  deposits 
in  part  payment  of  the  appraised  value  of  their  services  as  apprentices,  with  a  view  of  pur- 
chasing their  discharge,  and  to  apprise  them  that  these  deposits  were  now  redeemable,  uieir 
release  having  been  eventually  accomplished,  not  at  their  own  expense,  but  by  the  more  satis- 
factory process  of  the  general  emancipation.  One  of  the  parties  I  learnt  was  dead,  the  other 
at  the  next  estate,  Eccles,  where  both  families  are  at  present  settled. 

From  Houston  rode  on  to  Eccles  ;  saw  the  parties  just  referred  to,  that  is,  their  families, 
and  appointed  a  day  for  their  going  to  town  to  receive  their  money.  This  property,  in  point 
of  accomnoodation  for  labourers,  is  not  surpassed  by  any  in  the  colony ;  its  cultivation  has 
hitherto  been  limited  to  about  260  acres  of  coffee  and  plantains,  but  20  acres  have  latdy  been 
put  into  canes,  and  if  no  impediment  occurs  to  our  immigration,  Eccles  may  become  one  of  the 
most  productive  estates  in  the  colony.  Its  easy  distance  from  Georgetown,  either  by  land  or 
river,  already  renders  it  one  of  the  most  desirable,  and  the  well  known  liberality  of  its  proprietor 
will,  in  all  probability,  insure  for  it  an  adequate  supply  of  labour.  The  coffee  crop  of  the 
present  year,  though  much  under  the  capability  of  the  estate,  will  be  rather  more  than  treble 
the  quantity  reaped  in  1840.  The  ordinary  rate  of  wages  for  picking  coffee  is  five  bitts 
(1*.  8j^.)  for  a  basket  of  about  12  lbs.  nett ;  there  are  50  labourers  on  the  pay  list,  and  owing 
to  the  expensive  nature  of  the  work  that  has  latterly  been  performed,  sucn  as  cutting  smau 
drains  and  reclaiming  deserted  fields,  the  wages  earned  have  amounted  to  about  600  dollars 
per  month.  There  has  been  no  land  sold  here,  or  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  to  enable 
the  labourers  to  establish  themselves  as  freeholders,  though  a  few  have  purchased  lots  on 
abandoned  lands  higher  up  the  river,  who  still  work  on  the  estate,  and  thereby  here,  as  else* 
where,  until  their  own  domiciles  are  completely  established,  secure  for  themselves,  free  of  any 
charge,  a  good  dwelling-house,  doctor's  attendance  when  ill,  and  provision  grounds  to  any 
extent  they  please  to  cultivate. 

From  Eccles  went  on  to  Peter's  Hall,  an  estate  sold  at  execution-sale  about  three  months 
ago  for  the  sum  of  113,000  dollars  (23,541/.  13*.  4d.).  It  had  long  previously  been  a  matter 
of  surprise,  that  labourers  with  such  fine  cottages  on  neighbouring  estates,  should  remain  in  the 
hovels  to  which  here,  almost  as  an  exception,  tney  were  destined  as  apprenticed  labourers,  and 
in  which  the  circumstances  of  the  estate  for  long  afterwards  forbad  any  improvement,  yet  such 
is  their  attachment  to  the  place  of  birth  that  many  did  remain.  The  present  proprietors  are 
now  putting  up  cottages  of  a  very  satisfactory  description,  and  in  proportion  with  these  im-  \ 

provements,  no  doubt  the  prosperity  of  the  estate  will  advance.  The  crop  of  1840  was  120 
hogsheads  of  sugar,  that  of  the  present  year  it  is  expected  will  be  about  100,  and  sanguine  ex- 
pectations, here  as  elsewhere,  are  vested  in  futurity.  The  influence  possessed  by  the  minister, 
whose  chapel  and  school  front  the  estate,  I  should  consider  the  best  omen  of  its  prosperity. 
The  wages  are  as  liberal  as  elsewhere,  and  though  the  pay  list  at  present  numbers  but  eighty, 
it  may  fairly  be  expected,  that  when  new  houses  are  finished,  emigrants  will  readily  be  induced 
to  settle  here. 

From  Peter's  Hall  rode  on  to  Providence,  an  estate  of  great  capability,  with  280  acres  in 
cane  cultivation,  excellent  labourers'  houses  (in  ^hich  there  is  now  vacant  room  for  at  least 
thirty),  and  at  so  convenient  a  distance  from  town,  that  it  is  surprising  no  emigrants  have  as 

!ret  settled  here.  In  1840  this  estate  made  210  hogsheads  of  sugar,  but  from  want  of  steady 
abour  is  only  expected  to  realize  for  the  present  year's  crop  about  170,  of  which  46  had  been 
made  to  date.  The  same  wages  are  given  here  as  at  Houston ;  the  number  on  the  pay  list  is 
about  200,  and  the  expenditure  for  wages  generally,  1,200  dollars  per  month ;  no  land  of  the 
estate  has  been  sold  to  labourers,  but  many  that  are  working  here  have  bought  elsewhere, 
amon^  whom  is  the  foreman  of  the  estate,  who  after  purchasing  his  freedom,  bought  62J  acres 
opposite  the  sand  hills,,  for  which  he  paid  25  joes  (38/.  3f.  lOd.  sterling).  And*  several 
femilies  have  entirely  left  the  property  and  settled  on  leased  lands  at  Plantation  Glasgow,  about 
40  miles  up  the  west  bank  of  the  river. 

From  Providence  went  on  to  Hustelling,  an  estate  which  for  years  past  has  been  under  the 
benevolent  direction  of  pur  colonial  treasurer,  by  whom  no  pains  have  been  ^red  to  improve 
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BMRSHQOTAN\  the  C50nditidn  of  the  labourets  m  every  point  of  mm.  A  chapd-school  fomw  a  part  of  to^ 
—"  establishment,  the  master  bein£|)aid  by  the  estate,  and  the  minister  givii^  service  as  often  as  his 

time  admits  of  his  doing  so.  The  crop,  from  about  220  acres  of  eanes,  is  expected  to  be  about 
250  hogsheads  of  sugar,  whicli  ivill  be  a  falling  off  of  51  hogsheads  comparatively  with  that  of 
last  year ;  this,  however,  is  rather  looked  upon  as  a  casualty  than  an  indication  of  any  appre- 
hended decEne  in  its  fature  crops.  This  property  has  180  labourers  on  the  pay  list,  and  on  an 
average  expends  1,200  dollars  monthly  w  wiages.  Where  the  cultivated  estates  are  so  con- 
tiguous as  Aose  on  this  bank  of  tfie  river,  and  the  association  of  the  labourers  is  so  easy,  it  is 
not  to  be  supposed  that  any  great  difference  in  the  rate  of  wages  can  exist,  theref(H^  to  avoid 
unnecessary  repetitions  a  summary  of  the  rate  of  wages  shall  he  given  at  the  end  of  my  da/s 
journey.  After  leaving  HustelKng,  called  at  the  farm,  the  manae^er  not  being  at  home,  pro- 
ceeded on  to  Covent  Garden,  the  only  coffee  plantation  on  this  bank  of  the  river,  with  the 
exception  of  Eccles  already  alluded  to ;  the  cultivation  consists  of  130  acres  of  coffee  and  plan- 
tains; the  crop  reaped  in  1840  amounted  to  4,295  lbs.  of  coffee,  and  32,000  bunches  of 
plantains,  that  of  the  present  year  is  expected  to  be  30,000  lbs.  of  ooflfee,  and  80,000  bunches 
of  plantains ;  the  value  of  the  latter  may  be  considered  to  be  about  2000Z.  sterling ;  the  former 
fluctuates  according  to  the  state  of  the  home  markets.  As  this  property  is  managed  by  the 
proprietor  himself,  and  the  work  of  a  light  description,  I  should  consider  it  an  eligible  situation 
for  the  Portuguese  or  other  European  kbourer. 

From  Covent  Garden  went  on  to  the  *'  Little  Diamond,"  where  the  crops  for  the  last  three 
years  have  been  gradually  improving.  In  1839  the  estate  made  but  64  hogsheads  of  sugar, 
in  1840,  100,  and  for  the*  present  year  the  nianager  expects  130;  the  cane  cmtivation  is  about 
147  acres ;  none  of  the  land  has  been  sold,  but  many  of  the  labourers  are  freeholders  at  Craig 
Village,  a  short  distance  from  hence,  and  several  have  purchased  lots  of  the  abandoned  estate 
called  Supply,  about  two  miles  beyond  the  Garden  of  Eden,  but  these  labourers  «till  continue 
to  work  at  the  Little  Diamond. 

From  this  estate  I  proceeded  on  to  the  Great  Diamond,  but  not  finding  the  proprietor  at 
home,  rode  on  to  Craig  Village,  the  only  freehold  settlement  of  labourers  on  this  baiik  of  the 
river  between  Georgetown  and  the  Grarden  of  Eden.  Tliis  place  has  been  gradually  increasing 
in  size  for  the  last  three  years,  and  consists  at  present  of  about  70  dwelling-houses,  a  chapel  of 
the  established  dmrch  of  England,  a  chapel  belonging  to  the  Society  of  the  Plymouth  Bre- 
thren (to  both  of  which  schools  are  annexed),  and  a  respectable  druggist*s  shop ;  a  minister  of 
the  chutch  of  England  resides  on  the  spot,  which  may  be  considered  of  no  small  advantage  to 
the  villagers,  and  will  no  doubt  be  the  means  of  preventing  msny  little  differences  among 
them.  It  is  yet  too  soon  to  say  much  in  favour  of  the  genersd  appearance  of  this  place,  well- 
cultivated  gardens  and  a  neatness  about  their  cottages  are  still  wanting ;  but  it  must,  never- 
theless, be  admitted  that  the  village  is  improving.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  woik  in  hand,  sudi 
as  clearing  and  draining  ground,  planting  provisions,  cutting  wood  to  assist  in  the  building  of 
houses,  kitchens,  hc^  pens,  fences,  &a,  but  I  could  not  discover  that  this  has  materially  in- 
terfered with  tiie  usual  supply  of  labour  to  the  sugar  plantations,  inasmuch  as  the  generality 
of  these  settlers  do  what  is  termed  in  thh  colony  a  day's  work  in  ihe  eariy  part  of  the  day  on 
the  neighbouring  estates,  for  which  they  commonly  earn  two  dollars  (8».  4d.)  per  week,  and 
work  on  their  own  land  in  the  afternoons ;  indeed  the  return  from  thrir  own  fr^olds  would  be 
entirely  insuflScient  to  maintain  them  in  the  way  they  at  present  are  disposed  to  live ;  that  is, 
to  dress  in  a  style  if  not  expensive,  a  good  deal  in  advance  of  former  years ;  to  have  their  houses 
somewhat  smartly  furnished,  and  in  point  of  diet  approximating  so  closely  to  our  European 
habits,  that  I  should  never  feel  in  the  least  uneasy  were  chance  to  throw  me  upon  the  nos- 
pitality  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  negro  village.  After  collecting  such  information  as  mv  cursory 
visit  at  Craig  enabled  me  to  obtain,  I  proceeded  onwards  to  Plantation  Friendship,  where 
matters  are  progressing  pretty  smoothly,  though  great  C?ars  are  entertained  on  the  score  of  im- 
migration, tnose  emigrants  that  have  hitherto  arrived,  haring  given  a  preference  to  less  remote, 
and  in  some  respects  more  cheerful  parts  of  the  colony.  So  many  of  the  labourers  of  this 
estate  having  purchased  land,  and  some  of  them  at  a  distance  rather  too  far  to  give  their  con- 
tinuous services  to  the  estate,  its  prospects  certainly  are  in  rather  an  unfavourable  position ; 
however,  the  best  is  being  done,  and  the  crop  of  the  present  year  is  expected  to  be  fully  equal 
to  that  of  1840,  which,  from  150  acres  of  canes,  amounted  to  126  hogsheads.  Prom  Friend- 
ship rode  on  to  the  Garden  of  Eden,  the  last  estate  in  cane  cuhivation  on  this  bank  of  the  river, 
and  at  which  the  hij^h  road,  such  as  it  is,  may  be  said  to  terminate.  The  crop  of  this  estate  in 
1840  amounted  to  88  hogsheads  of  sugar,  and  of  the  present  year's  crop,  36  hogsheads  had 
been  made  to  date,  but  how  far  it  may  be  possible  to  take  off  the  remaining  canes,  equal  to 
about  20  hogsheads^  within  the  present  year,  is  a  matter  of  great  uncertainty,  as  the  sugar- 
works  which  have  long  been  in  a  state  of  great  dilapidation,  have  just  been  levelled  to  the 
ground  for  the  purpose  of  being  rebuilt.  No  emigrant  has  as  yet  tried  his  fortune  in  this  se- 
duded  part  of  die  colony,  though  wages  and  provision  grounds  are  the  same  as  elsewhere,  and 
labourers'  houses  by  no  means  inferior  to  the  generality,  but  the  roads  must  be  improved,  and 
access  to  churches,  chapels,  and  markets,  made  easy  before  the  advantage  of  immigration  will 
be  felt  in  this  quarter.  Immediately  beyond  the  Garden  of  Eden,  but  inaccessible  except  by 
water,  are  two  abandoned  estates  called  TheBrickery  and  The  Supply,  where  several  labourers 
have  bought  land  upon  which  from  50  to  100  houses  have  been  built,  and  it  is  commonly 
stated  in  we  neighbourhood,  that  fully  200  persons  may  be  met  with  here,  either  on  Saturdays 
Or  Sundays,  when  generally  they  are  all  at  home.  I  had  no  boat  at  command,  or  time  to  at- 
tempt taking  a  census  of  the  population,  but  I  know  it  to  be  a  fact,  that  as  many  as  40  la- 
bourers from  these  two  places  have  occasionally  been  employed  on  the  first  island  in  the  river 
exactly  opposite  to  The  Brickery,  which  is  now  a  flourishing  plantain  estate,  with  about  50  acres 
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(nearly  its  entire  extent),  in  luxuriant  cultivation.     From  the  Garden  of  Eden  I  had  expected  BRITISH  GUIANA 
to  cross  mth  my  horse  to  tlie  opposite  side  of  the  rirer,  and  iher^y  sare  a  return  ride  of  ^y^ 

about  14  miles,  but  finding  it  impracticable  to  do  so,  returned  to  Georgetown. 

Herc^  then,  I  have  to  state  what  is  the  rate  of  wa^e»  paid  to  labourers  on  this  bank  of  th^ 
river;  namely,  for  cane-cutting  I  dollar  (4^.  2oI.  sterling)  ;  for  a  punt  or  boat  load  of  canes 
equal  to  500  cubic  feet,  to  which  two  labourers  are  appointed,  and  for  which  each  consequentlj 
receives  half  a  dollar,  or  2s,  Id.  For  )^eeding  canes  the  riate  varies  from  1  guilder  (1^.  4Jd[.3^ 
to  5  bitts  (l5.  8Jrf.),  for  a  row  of  from  60  to  75  roods.  To  boilermeB  and  others  who  are 
Usually  detained  about  the  works  from  sunrise  to  sunset,  from  half  a  dollar  to  7  bitts  (2s.  5(lX 
is  allowed  with  a  ready  dressed  meal  at  noon.  The  task  of  cane-cutting  and  weeding,  for 
which  the  foregoing  rates  of  wages  are  paid,  is  usually  finished  by  one  o*clock  in  the  afternoon 
at  the  latest^  and  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  both  for  men  and  women  to  perform  two  such  tasks 
hi  a  day ;  the  least  efficient  workers  invariably  finish  their  week's  worK  by  Friday  afternoon, 
and  take  Saturday  to  themselves. 

Thursday,  July  29th, — At  7  a.m.  crossed  the  ferry  to  the  west  bank  of  the  river,,  and  rode 
on  to  Klein  Pondroyen,  one  of  the  first  coffee  estates  in  the  colony,  but  making  a  deGcient 
crop  this  year,  owing  to  heavy  rains  wben  the  trees  were  in  blossom.  The  crop  of  1840  was 
42,362  lbs. ;  that  of  the  present  year  is  not  expected  to  exceed  20,000  lbs..  The  ordinary 
rate  of  wages  for  picking  coffee  is  from  1  guilder  (1*.  4i(f.)  to  5  bitts  (1*.  Sjrf.),  for  a  basket 
of  90  lbs.  gross,  equal  to  about  12  lbs.  nett,  and  the  same  for  weeding  according  to  the  state 
of  the  fields :  there  are  420  acres  of  coffee  and  plantains  in  cultivation,  133  labourers  on  the 

!)ay  list ;  and  about  750  dollars  is  the  monthly  amount  of  wages.  On  this  estate  is  the  depot 
or  the  accommodation  of  emigrants  on  their  arrival,  but  in  which  very  few  have  as  yet  found 
it  necessary  to  remain  more  than  a  few  hours,  so  urgent  is  the  demand  for  labour ;  the  build- 
ing appropriated  to  this  purpose  is  pf  considerable  extent,  well  ventilated,  and  ia  every  other 
respect  unobjectionable.  From  Pondroyen  went  on  to  Goed  Fortuin,  another  coffee  estate, 
though  not  of  equal  extent ;  here  the  crop  of  last  year  amounted  to  21,339  lbs.,  but  from  the 
same  cause  as  at  Pondroyen,  the  present  year's  crop  is  not  expected  to  exceed  10,000  lbs. 
There  are  about  140  acres  in  coffee  cultivation,  and  10  acres  of  canes ;  60  labourers  on  the 
pay  list,  whose  wages  for  the  month  generally  amount  to  about  340  dollars.  The  parish 
church  and  school  are  but  a  short  distance,  and  nearer  still  is  a  sdiool  on  the  adjoining  estate* 
No  emigrants  have  as  yet  settled  here,  though  the  estate  has  good  bouses,  and  could  com- 
fortably accommodate  from  10  to  15.  From  Goed  Fortuin  proceeded  on  to  Schoonord,  where 
a  considerable  number  of  Madeira  people  have  settled  themselves,  amounting  altogether  to 
108  persons,  of  whom  57  are  adults,  and  the  remainder  children  ;  about  40  were  at  work,  and 
earning  the  same  as  other  labourers :  there  had  been  a  few  cases  of  dysentery  among  them, 
originating  on  the  voyage,  but  these  were  recovering  and  the  others  were  all  in  good  health. 
There  are  also  20  Barbados  labourers  on  this  estate,  who  have' been  there  about  a  month,  and 
upon  the  whole  were  working  well ;  the  labourers'  houses  are  of  a  very  comfortable  description, 
and  amply  sufficient  for  the  present  mimber.  The  crop  of  1840  amoimted  to  220  hogsheads 
of  sugar,  that  of  the  present  year  is  expected  to  reach  300,  of  which  85  bad  been  made  to 
date.  There  are  250  labourers  on  the  pay  list,  of  whom  190  are  native  or  colony  labourers, 
and  the  60  emigrants  just  alluded  to;  the  rate  of  wa^es  is  1  dollar  for  a  punt  of  oa&es  of  500 
cubic  feet,  two  labourers  to  the  punt,  Le.  half  a  dollar,  or  2«.  Id.  sterling  each,  for  a  task 
most  commonly  finished  by  11  or  12  o'clock ;  1  guilder  (1*.  4^^.),  for  we^inf^  60  roods:,.and 
fo  boilermen  half  a  dollar  per  day.  The  wages  are  paid  monthly,  or  oftener  if  the  labourers 
wish  it,  and  the  monthly  amount  is  generally  from  1200  ta  1300  dollars ;  the  cane  cultivation 
is  about  280  acres. 

From  Schoonord  rode  on  to  La  Grange,  where  the  crop  for  the  present  year  is  expected  ta 
be  the  same  as  the  last,  say  1 52  hogsheads,  of  which  95  had  been  made  to  date.  There  are 
160  labourers  on  the  pay  list,  of  whom  155  are  colony  natives,  and  five  from  Anguilla^  settled 
here  since  1838;  the  wages  are  paid  monthly,  and  g;enerally  amount  to  about  900  dollars  ; 
the  cane  cultivation  is  about  234  acres.  There  is  and  can  be  so  little  variety  in  the  rate  of 
wages  when  labourers  are  so  readily  able  to  chai^  their  employers,  that  I  will  make  a  sun>- 
mary  at  the  termination  of  my  journey  on  this  bank  of  the  river  as  I  did  oa  the  opposite 
side. 

From  La  Grange  proceeded  to  Plantation  Nismes,  where  labourers  are  much  in  den^and, 
and  carpenters  preparing  for  their  reception.  This  estate  has  about  140  acres  in  cane  culti- 
vation; made  250  hogsheads  in  1840,  but  owing  to  the  weather  being  too  heavy  for  the 
younger  canes,  and  the  loss  of  about  30  labourers  who  sought  employment  elsewhere,  is  not 
expected  to  exceed  165  hogsheads  for  the  present  year's  crop,  of  which  85  had  been  nuule  to 
date :  there  are  90  labourers  on  the  pay  Ibt,  and  the  average  amount  of  wages  paid  monthly 
is  about  700  dollars. 

After  leaving  Nismes  the  first  appearance  on  this  bank  of  the  river  of  a  labourer's  freehold 
settlement  presents  itself  at  the  estate  called  Tocvlugt,  where  ^ht  lota,  varying  from  a  quarter 
to  half  an  acre  each,  have  recently  been  sold  to  labourers  at  the  rate  of  40  joes  (61^  2*,  3J.) 
per  acre ;  and  upon  three  of  these  the  building  of  houses  has  already  begun.  From  Tocvlugt 
called  in  at  La  Retraite,  where  a  good  deal  of  land  has  been  sold  to  labourers  from  time  to 
time ;  for  instance,  close  to  the  parish  church  on  the  river  side  of  the  public  road,  from  six  to 
eight  acres  were  sold  last  year  at  the  rate  of  40  joes  (61/.  2s,  3d.)  per  acre,  upon  which 
several  very  good  cottages  have  been  built;  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  24  hall-acre 
lots  have  been  purchased  by  labourers  this  year  at.  the  rate  of  six  joes  (9Z.  3s.  4d,)  per  acre, 
upon  which  a  few  houses  have  already  been  begun ;  so  that  although  this  settlement  is  as  yet 
without  a  name,  it  is  of  sufficient  extent  to  be  called  a  village,  and  deriving;  as  it  ^loes  a  certain 
degree  of  importance  and  respectabOity  from  its  immediate  proximity  to  the  parish  church  and 
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BRITISH  GUIANA  parsona^e^  certainly  deserves  one.     Adjoining  to  this  settlement  is  the  canal  called  No,  2,  on 
•— -  the  north  side  of  which  is  an  abandoned  coffee  plantation  called  Middlesex,  which  was  -pur* 

chased  in  November  last  by  one  of  the  foremen  of  Plantation  Wales  for  the  sum  of  11>000 
dollars  (2,291/.  13^.  4d.),  payable  in  five  years,  of  which  3000  dollars  were  paid  down,  and  the 
estate  put  in  his  possession.  At  the  time  of  sale  there  were  about  100  acres  of  coffee  in  prettj 
fair  order,  but  the  purchaser  himself  told  me  that  owing  to  the  scarcity  and  expense  of  labotsr, 
he  had  not  yet  been  able  to  pay  any  attention  to  the  cultivation,  or  to  do  more  tl}an  to  get  a 
few  old  men  to  take  care  of  the  place,  and  to  plant  a  few  patches  of  plantains  and  provisions. 
With  the  exception  of  a  few  watcbmen'^s  huts,  the  only  building  on  tne  estate  is  an  old  logis, 
destined  perhaps  to  become  a  chapel  or  school-house  ;  for  I  must  here  observe  that  the  fore- 
man in  question,  the  present  landlord,  is  Jacob  Kendall,  the  respectable  black  schoolmaster  of 
Plantation  Wales,  to  whom  his  Excellency  the  Governor  presented  a  Bible  on  the  examination 
of  his  pupils  about  two  years  ago ;  he  is  still  steadily  pursuing  his  avocations  both  as  fidd- 
foreman  during  the  early  part  of  the  day  and  as  schoolmaster  in  the  afternoon,  "  striving,  as 
he  himself  told  me,  to  make  up  the  remainder  of  the  purchase-money,  and  to  save  a  little  to 
do  something  with  the  estate."  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  canal  two  abandoned  estates  have 
likewise  been  purchased  by  plantation  labourers,  namely,  Bon  Sejour  for  6000  guilders 
(416/.  ISs,  4rf.),  and  La  Resource  for  50  joes  (76/.  7s.  9d)  ;  the  former  of  these  places  was 
purchased  by  two  labourers,  one  of  whom  died  about  three  weeks  ago,  the  other,  originally 
from  Wakenaam,  is  in  possession  of  the  estate ;  the  other  place,  called  La  Resource,  was 
bought  by  the  former  foreman  of  La  Retraite  :  very  little  has  as  yet  been  done  to  either  of 
these  estates,  either  in  point  of  cultivation  or  m  building  houses,  though  a  great  many  thatched 
huts  are  scattered  over  the  lands,  and  it  is  confidently  stated  that  full  100  labourers  reside  in 
canal  No.  2.  This,  however,  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  ascertain,  unless  by  going  over  the 
estates  on  a  Sunday  morning  or  afternoon  when  the  people  might  be  met  with. 

From  canal  No.  2  rode  on  to  Plantation  Bellevue,  and  saw  the  CooUes.  The  doctor  hap- 
pening to  be  on  the  estate,  all  that  were  upon  his  list  were  assembled  in  the  hospital.  With  tne 
exception  of  one  case,  apparently  of  consumption,  there  was  no  Coolie  whom  I  could  decidedly 
call  ill ;  there  were  three  or  four  with  cuts  and  bruises,  two  or  three  with  rheumatism,  and 
about  the  same  number  with  no  perceptible  ailment  whatever ;  I  was  happy  to  learn  that  no 
death  had  taken  place  among  them  for  the  last  two  years,  with  the  exception  of  an  infant : 
they  are  stated  to  cohabit  with  the  Negro  women,  but  no  instance  of  procreation  has  ensued. 
There  are  58  Coolies  altogether  on  this  estate  (say  56  men  and  2  women),  of  whom  from  20  to 
30  are  effective  field-workers ;  about  1 3  of  these  from  their  own  choice  receive  wages  at  the  same 
rate  as  the  colony  labourers,  the  others  prefer  continuing  upon  the  terms  of  their  indentures ;  they 
seem  to  have  acquired  a  desire  to  make  money  and  to  save  it :  two  or  three  have  deposited  their 
earnings  in  the  manager's  hands  to  the  amount  of  300  dollars,  and  several  are  known  to  have  moosy 
hoarded  in  their  houses,  upon  which  a  watchman  is  always  placed  during  the  time  they  are  at 
work  in  the  field.  Their  provision  grounds  are  equally  as  well  attended  to  as  those  of  the 
other  labourers ;  the  manager  thinks  it  doubtful  whether  the  young  men  will  be  disposed  to 
return  to  Calcutta  at  the  termination  of  their  indentures,  and  mentioned  as  a  known  fact  that 
one  or  more  of  them  had  been  making  inquiry  respecting  some  of  the  saleable  lands  in  the 
neighbourhoood,  but  no  purchase  has  been  made.  The  crop  of  this  estate  in  1840  amounted 
to  200  hogsheads  of  sugar ;  that  of  the  present  year  is  expected  to  be  about  180,  of  which  65 
y/tfire  made  to  date ;  the  cane  cultivation  is  about  170  acres ;  there  are  86  colony  labourers  on 
the  pay  list,  who  earn,  monthly,  about  700  dollars. 

After  leaving  Bellevue,  called  in  at  Plantation  Wales,  where  another  lot  of  Coolies  are 
located;  these  came  from  Vreed-en-hoop  to  this  estate  of  their  own  free  will  and  consent  on 
the  8th  March  last,  and  upon  the  whole  have  been  working  pretty  steadily  ever  since ;  there 
has  been  but  little  sickness  among  them,  and  the  only  death  that  of  an  old  roan  about  60  yean 
of  age,  of  a  disease  with  which  he  was  afflicted  before  he  came  to  the  colony.  One  of  the 
Cooues  of  this  estate  has  been  married  to  a  black  woman  by  the  Presbyterian  minister  of  the 
parish,  which  is  the  only  instance  in  the  colony  of  a  similar  union  legally  solemnized.  The 
Coolies  here  consist  of  49  men,  2  women,  and  3  children ;  about  7  or  8  of  them  are  working 
for  the  same  wages  as  the  colony  labourers,  the  others  prefer  continuing  to  receive  allowances 
of  food,  clothing,  &c.,  agreeably  to  their  indentures,  either  plan  is  letl  to  their  own  option. 
The  crop  made  upon  this  estate  in  1840  was  253  hogsheads  of  sugar ;  that  of  the  present  year 
is  expected  to  be  about  265,  of  which  number  141  had  been  made  to  date.  There  are  about 
244  acres  in  cane  cultivation,  146  labourers  on  the  pay  list,  exclusive  of  Coolies,  and  the 
general  monthly  expenditure  is  about  800  dollars. 

From  Plantation  Wales  crossed  the  Hobaboe  Creek,  and  called  in  at  Patientia,  a  small 
place  cultivated  in  plantains,  of  which  37  acres  have  lately  been  purchased  by  labourers  in  the 
neighbourhood  for  the  sum  of  24,383  guilders  (1,693/.  5*.  3d,);  the  ostensible  purchasers 
are  only  eight  in  number,  among  whom  is  another  foreman  of  Plantation  Wales,  who  for  his 
share  of  the  37  acres,  paid  10,154  guilders  (705/.  2^.  9(/.)  ;  but  it  is  not  easy  to  say  to  what 
extent  this  land  has  been  subdivided,  or  how  many  were  concerned  in  the  general  purchase ; 
most  of  the  land  was  in  plantains  when  the  sale  took  place,  but  the  cultivation  had  been  much 
neglected ;  one  house  only  has  as  yet  been  built  by  tne  purchasers,  and  another  is  in  prepa- 
ration. 

From  this  place  proceeded  on  to  Vriesland,  one  of  the  finest,  if  not  the  best  estate  on  this 
bank  of  the  river,  still  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  that  too  without  the  assistance  of  a 
single  emigrant ;  these  labourers  have  long  been  accustomed  to  rather  more  than  the  ordinaiy 
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haads;  ad)Out  the  same  is  expected  for  the  present  year,  of  which  158  had  been  made  to  date.  BRITISH  QUI  ANA 
The  cane  cultivation  is  about  250  acres.     The  number  of  labourers  on  the  pay  list  170,  and  — — 

the  general  monthly  amonnt  of  wages  1,000  dollars.  The  labourers'  cottages  are  excellent, 
and  there  i»  vacant  accommodation  at  the  present  moment  for  10  families.  From  Vriesland 
rode  om  to  a  place  known  as  Plantation  Milmount,  but  for  years  past  abandoned,  and  now 
bearing  the  eharacteristic  title  of  the  village  of  **  Free  and  Easy,'*  comprising  about  25  cot- 
tages belonging  to  persons  who  were  formerly  apprenticed  labourers,  and  two  or  three 
dweUiDg-houses  of  other  individuals.  A  neat  little  chapel  school  is  just  jabout  finished,  and 
a  teacher,  in  connexion  with  the  society  of  Congregational  Dissenters,  resides  on  the  spot,  he 
being  himself  a  purchaser  to  the  amount  of  27/.  sterling.  The  land  generally  was  sold  in 
lots  of  1  rood  by  750,  which  would  be  at  the  rate  of  1/.  4s,  5d.  sterling  per  acre,  and  2^  acres 
to  each  lot;  but  I  could  not  ascertain  the  exact  number  that  has  been  bought.  It  has  been 
stated  that  not  \eBS  than  300  persons  have  squatted  here,  and  that  a  considerable  supply  of 
labour  has  consequently  been  lost  to  the  neighbouring  estates.  Unfortunately  my  time  would 
not  allow  me  to  take  a  census  of  the  population,  but  from  what  information  I  did  obtain,  I 
should  say  the  25  families  that  have  settled  here  do  not  amount  to  more  than  150  persons, 
including  women  and  children,  and  that  most,  if  not  all  the  men  are  doing  what  is  termed  a 
day's  work  on  the  estates  in  the  neighbourhood,  finding  that  they  have  sufficient  time  after- 
wfl^rds  to  attend  their  own  garden,  cut  fire-wood,  look  after  their  stock,  and  do  any  other  little  . 
matters  on  their  own  premises ;  generally  speaking,  the  labourers  are  too  fona  of  making 
m(»ey  to  sit  down  in  idleness ;  and  if  even  they  do  not  work  so  efi'ectively  and  continuously  on 
their  former  master  s  estates,  after  they  have  acquired  a  little  land  of  their  own,  I  venture  to 
assert  it  will  never  be  found  that  they  are  sitting  down  in  idleness,  planning  mischief,  or 
plaj^ing  cards,  or  in  any  other  way  employing  themselves  than  in  some  industrious  pursuits 
or  other ;  and  what  can  be  more  natural  or  creditable  to  them  ? 

After  leaving  Free  and  Easy,  I  proceeded  onwards  "and  called  in  at  Plantation  Vriedestein ; 
saw  the  CooUes,  22  in  number,  all  looking  cheerful  and  well,  and  working,  as  I  was  informed, 
to  the  manager's  satisfaction ;  they  had  been  offered  the  same  wages  as  otlier  labourers,  but 
prefer  continumg  on  the  terms  of  their  indentures.  The  crop  of  this  estate  in  1840  was  90  - 
hogsheads  of  sugar ;  that  of  the  present  year  is  not  likely  to  exceed  80,  of  wliich  eight 
onfy  had  been  made  to  date.  There  are  some  very  good  cottages  here,  and  about  20 
emigrants  might  be  comfortably  accommodated.  The  cane  cultivation  is  about  170  acres ; 
labmirers  on  the  pay  list  80;  and  400  dollars  is  generally  the  monthly  expenditure  for 
wages. 

From  Vriedestein  rode  on  to  Chantilly,  where  the  "  public  road,"  such  as  it  is,  merges  into 
an  indifferent  footpath,  and  beyond  this  my  orders  did  not  require  me  to  proceed.  The  great 
obstruction  to  emigrants  settling  on  these  remote  estates  is  the  condition  of  the  roads,  and  as 
long  as  this  continues  to  be  ne^ected  strangers  naturally  will  prefer  other  parts  of  the  colony, 
Negroes  are  social  in  their  habits,  fond  of  intercommunication,  fond  of  their  church,  and  of 
getting  there  in  shoes  and  stockings  instead  of  wading  knee  deep  through  mud  and  mire;  fond 
also  of  being  able  to  get  their  little  commodities  to  market  with  some  degree  of  ease  to  them- 
selves, and  unless  these  can  be  secured  to  them,  as  well  as  comfortable  houses,  labourers  and 
.  crops  will  mutually  decline.  Not  finding  the  proprietor  or  manager  of  this  estate  at  home  I 
had  no  means  of  getting  the  information  I  had  desired  respecting  the  number  of  persons, 
principally  plantation  labourers  from  different  parts  of  this  and  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river, 
who  have  purchased  land  at  Harmony  and  Strick  en  Heuvel,  two  abandoned  estates  at  no 
^reat  distance  from  Chantilly,  but  still  sufficiently  so  to  be  beyond  my  reach  at  the  hour  that 
I  found  myself  there,  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  From  general  report,  however,  and  such 
information  as  the  labourers  I  met  with  could  give  me,  I  should  say  there  must  be  100 
persons  concerned  in  the  purchase  of  the  different  lots  that  have  been  sold  at  these  two  places ; 
that  from  50  to  80  houses  of  one  kind  and  another,  but  most  of  them  wattled  and  trashed, 
have  been  built  by  the  purchasers ;  that  fully  half  the  number  are  still  working  on  the  estates 
to  wfaieh  they  were  formerly  attached,  readily  finishing  their  week's  work  by  Friday  afternoon, 
and  then  returning  home  with  seven  or  eight  shillings  in  their  pockets ;  that  the  remainder 
^re  employed  in  building  or  finishing  their  houses,  kitchens,  hog- pens,  &c.,  and  in  putting 
provisions  into  their  land ;  and  that  the  wives  and  children  of  the  purchasers  are  for  the  most 
part  perntanently  settled  there.  It  is  of  course  to  be  supposed,  and  the  fact  is  notorious,  that 
those  labourers  who  have  become  freeholders  are  from  among  the  most  industrious,  intelligent, 
and  well  disposed  of  our  labouring  population,  which  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  favourable 
omen  of  the  future  character  and  prosperity  of  these  new  villages.  Being  now  at  the  ter- 
mination of  my  survey  on  the  we^t  bank  of  the  river,  1  have  to  state  that  the  rate  of  wages  is 
one  dollar  for  a  punt  of  canes  of  500  cubic  feet,  to  which  two  labourers  are  commonly 
appointed,  and  by  whom  consequently  the  dollar  is  divided ;  one  guilder  (1^.  4}^d.)  for 
weeding  a  row  of  canes  of  from  60  to  75  roods  in  length ;  and  half  a  dollar  per  day  to  boiler- 
men  an^  others  about  the  buildings,  to  whom  in  addition  a  ready  dressed  meal  at  noon  is 
allowed.  At  5  p.m.  left  Chantilly  for  Plantation  Vrieland^  and  there  remained  for  the 
ni^t. 

Friday  morning,  July  30th.  Left  Vriesland  at  half  past  six,  and  rode  to  the  Mindenburg- 
bridge,  of  canal  No.  1,  from  which  to  the  top  of  the  canal,  a  distance  of  from  five  to  six  miles^ 
is  one  of  the  prettiest  rides  in  the  colony ;  and  from  the  light  nature  of  the  work  on  coffee 
plantations,  of  which  the  entire  canal  is  composed,  I  should  say  is  one  of  the  best  situations 
for  Portuguese  or  other  European  emigrants  to  settle  in.  On  the  two  last  estates  at  the  top 
of  the  eanal,  called  Sans  Souci,  and  Studley  Park,  several  labourers  have  purchased  land.  At 
the  first  of  these  places  12  lots  of  three  acres  each  have  been  sold  to  labourers  at  SO  joes 
05/.  13*.  8(i.)per  lot.    They  have  begun  to  clear  the  land  for  provisions,  but  no  house  has  as 
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BRITISH  GUIANA  yet  been  built.     At  Studley  Park  there  is  a  more  advanced  settlement  called  Free  Town,  coit- 

sisting  of  15  houses  neatly  thatched  with  troolies,  and  pretty  well  surrounded  with  fruit  trees 

and  garden  stuff,  but  no  cultivation  of  suflScient  extent  to  render  the  purehasers  independent 
of  working'  elsewhere  ;  the  men,  therefore,  generally  speaking,  are  employed  on  the  different 
estates,  find  their  wives  mostly  taking  care  of  their  houses  and  children.  As  far  as  I  coohi 
learn  there  have  been  33  acres  of  this  property  sold  to  labourers  in  lots  of  three  acres  each  at 
20  joes  per  lot  (30/.  Us.  Id.). 

The  foreman  of  a  neighbouring  estate,  who  is  himself  one  of  the  freeholders,  acoompatatd 
me  over  these  settlements,  and  at  his  own  very  comfortably  furnished  house  I  rested  for. a 
while.  From  thence  returned  down  the  canal,  calling  in  at  Nooit  Gedacht,  at  Pkmtati^n 
Java,  and  at  the  London  Missionary  Station. 

At  Nooit  Gedacht  the  crop  of  last  year  amounted  to  30,000  lbs.  of  coffee ;  the  first  pick  of 
the  present  year  gave  26,000  lbs.,  and  about  10,000  lbs.  are  expected  for  the  second ;  there 
are  150  acres  in  cultivation,  and  from  30  to  40  labourers  on  the  pay  list.  The  aveiwe 
aniount  of  labour  paid  monthly  is  about  300  dollars,  though  the  amount  varies  so  matcriaUy 
'  one  month  with  another  that  4^000  dollars  for  the  year  is  considered  the  best  metkod  of 
stating  this  item  of  the  expenditure.  From  Nooit  Gedacht  rode  on  to  Jaya,  and  from  tbenee^ 
not  finding  the  manager  at  home,  to  the  London  Missionary  Station,  where  an  addition  is 
about  being  made  to  the  chapel,  which  must  have  been  much  wanted,  considering  that  llie 
number  of  labourers  in  the  canal  amounts  to  about  1,200,  and  that  most  of  them  are  members 
of  this  mission :  a  temperance  society  has  been  established  by  the  minister,  and  is  said  to  be 
productive  of  much  good.  From  canal  No.  1  proceeded  on  towards  the  west  ^oast,  and 
called  in  at  Plantation  Nouvelle  Flandres,  where  14  lots  of  land  of  hsUf  an  acre  each  hove 
been  leased  to  labourers  at  the  rate  of  50  guilders  (3/.  9«.  5rf.)  each  per  annum,  for  21  yean, 
with  the  right  of  renewal.  There  are  some  good  labourers'  houses  here,  and  vacant  room  for 
about  20.  The  crop  of  1840  amounted  to  60  hogsheads  of  sugar,  that  of  the  present  year  is 
expected  to  be  about  100,  of  which  50  had  been  made  to  date.  There  are  97  on  the  pay  Kst, 
of  whom  87  are  colony  labourers,  and  10  from  Barbados  ;  and  the  amount  generally  expended 
for  wages  is  600  dollars  per  month.  The  rate  of  wages  paid  here,  and  on  the  other  eelates 
that  I  may  visit  on  this  coast  will  appear  in  a  summary  at  the  end  of  my  survey. 

After  leaving  Nouvelle  Flandres  I  called  in  at  St.  Thomas  chapel  school,  where  there  are 
now  on  the  books  144  scholars^  nearly  all  labourers'  children,  with  an  average  daily  attendance 
of  about  90. 

The  next  place  at  which  I  halted  was  the  village  in  front  of  Plantation  Den  Amstel,  which 
has  considerably  increased,  and  has  now  a  good  store  as  well  as  several  verjr  (air  country 
cottages;  the  land  has  be^  sold  out  by  degrees,  as  purchasers  have  offered,  in  lots  of  half  an 
acre  each,  at  the  rate  of  *220  dollars  (45/.  16^.  8rf.)  per  lot,  and  in  this  way  about  17  or  18 
acres  have  been  sold ;  the  purchasers  are  principally  labourers  of  the  neighbourhood,  who 
continue  to  earn  their  livelihood  on  the  adjoining  estates,  the  small  resources  as  yet  derivable 
fipom  their  own  lands  being  quite  unequal  to  maintain  them.  Den  Amstel  is  a  coffee  estate, 
with  about  250  acres  in  cultivation,  reaped  15,000  lbs.  for  the  crop  of  1840,  and  will  in  all 
probabihty  gather  about  45,000  lbs.  for  the  crop  of  the  present  year.  Thene  are  85  labourers 
on  the  pay  list,  and  the  general  amount  of  wages,  one  month  with  another,  is  about  500  dollars 
per  month.  From  Den  Amstel  made  the  best  of  nay  way  to  Leonora;  arri^ned  there  about 
7  in  the  evening,  and  dismounted  for  the  night  There  are  some  splendid  estates  on  this 
coast,  and  but  few  that  surpass  Leonora.  The  crop  of  1840  was  353  hogsheads,  that  of  the 
present  year  is  expected  to  be  about  370,  of  which  200  had  been  made  to  date.  There  are 
about  320  acres  in  cane  cultivation;  180  labourers  on  the  pay  list,  who  on  an  average  earn 
1,225  dollars  per  month,  that  is  to  say^  the  total  amount  of  wages  paid  last  year  was  14,700 
'  dollars  (3,062/.  10«.)  ITie  labourers'  houses  are  excellent,  and  a  schoolmaster  is  paid  by  the " 
estate.  The  foreman  of  this  property  is  owner  of  half  an  acre  of  freehold  land  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, with  a  comfortable  cottage  upon  it,  but  still  gives  his  services  to  the  estate. 

Saturday  rooming,  at  half-past  6,  left  Leonora  for  Plantation  Vrees  en  Hoop^  where  13 
half-acre  lots  have  been  sold  to  labourers  at  200  dollars  (411.  13^.  4d.)  per  lot.  Three 
shingled  and  one  thatched  cottage  have  been  built.  The  London  Missionary  Society  have  a 
chapel,  school,  and  minister's  residence  immediately  contiguous  to  these  lots,  and  if  the  pur- 
chasers will  but  follow  the  advice  that  has  been  given  to  them  to  build  their  houses  with  some 
degree  of  uniformity  in  shape,  materials,  and  position,  this  mi^t  become  a  very  pretty  village. 
The  crop  of  Vreesenhoop  in  1840  was  210  hogsheads,  that  of  the  preswit  year  is  not  expected 
to  exceed  150,  of  which  69  had  been  made  to  date.  There  are  about  200  acres  in  cane 
cultivation,  150  labourers  on  the  pay  list,  and  the  monthly  amount  for  wages  is  generally 
about  900  dollars.  From  Vreesenhoop  proceeded  down  the  coast,  and  called  at  Met  en 
Meerzorg,  an  estate  of  great  capability  and  with  all  the  appearance  of  being  in  fine  order 
the  labourers*  cottages  are  of  the  very  best  description.  About  50  Barbados  emigrants,  in 
families,  have  taken  up  their  abode  here,  of  whom  36  are  working  people ;  there  is  still  ample 
and  comfortable  accommodation  for  20  more.  There  is  a  large  sdiool-house  on  the  aide  line 
of  the  adjoining  estate,  for  which  a  master  is  maintained  at  the  joint  expense  of  four  neighbour- 
ing properties.  The  crop  of  last  year  amounted  to  340  hogsheads,  and  that  of  the  presoit  is 
•  expected  to  be  about  420.  There  are  437  acres  in  cane  cultivation;  206  labourers  on  the 
pay  list,  of  whom  170  are  colony  labourers  and  36  Barbados  inunigrants.  The  general 
monthly  amount  of  wages  is  1,150  dollars. 

From  Met  en  Meerzorg  rode  to  Tuschen  de  Vrieden,  where  matters  are  improving,  as  far  at 

least  as  the  difference  between  one  crop  and  another  may  lead  to  such  an  inference.     For 

•      instance,  the  crop  of  last  year  was  but  101  hogsheads,  whereas  it  is  confidently  expected  that 

the  present  crop  will  not  be  under  140,  of  which  69  had  been  made  to  date.     In  former  years 
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this  estate  used  to  make,  for  its  size,  the  best  crops  on  the  c6ast.     There  are  about  160  acres  BRITIflB  GUIANA 

in  cane  cuhivation,  90  laboiu'ers  on  the  pay  list,  and  the  general  monthly  expenditure  for  wages  

is  600  dollars.    There  are  five  new  cottages  vacant,  well  deserving  the  attention  of  immigrants. 

From  Tuschen  de  Vrieden  rode  on  to  Plantation  St  Christopher,  vi^re  an  opinion  just  H^ 
reverse  to  that  which  I  presumed  might  be  formed  from  the  state  of  affairs  at  the  last-mentioned 
estate  woidd^  from  similar  data,  be  resolved  on  with  regard  to  this.  The  present  manager  of 
the  property  has  resided  on  it  for  20  years ;  has  often  made  from  240  to  260  hogsheads  of 
augao  and  for  the  10  years  previous  to  the  abolition  of  the  apprenticeship  the  erops  averaged 
160;  last  year  but  75  hogsheads  were  made,  and  this  year  only  30  are  expected,  of  which  but 
10  had  been  made  to  date.  iTie  situation  is  not  only  unobjectionable,  but  from  its  immediate 
proximity  to  the  sea  and  sandy  nature  of  the  soil,  must  be  as  healthy  as  any  part  of  British 
Guiana ;  the  distance  from  Georgetown,  say  about  20  miles,  may  be  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
emigrants  settling  here,  but  I  know  no  other  reason  why  they  should  not  give  this  even  a 
preference  to  noany  other  situations.  The  cane  cultivation  at  present  consists  of  about  86  acres ; 
there  are  51  labourers  on  the  pay  list,  whose  wages  amount  to  about  3C0  dollars  per  month. 

From  St«  Christopher  proceeded  on  to  the  next  estate,  Greenwich  Paric,  the  last  in  cultivation 
onr  the  west  sea  coast  Here  I  found  the  same  cause  for  despondency  93  I  had  just  left — 
aaaually  declining  crops  and  no  inmiigrants.  The  crop  of  last  year  amounted,  short  as  it  was, 
to  126  hogsheads,  but  for  the  present  crop  not  more  than  80  are  expected,  of  which  39  had 
been  made.  There  are  about  120  acres  in  cane  cultivation,  and  100  labourers  on  the  pay  list, 
who  usually  earn  from  500  to  550  dollars  per  month.  Next  to  Greenwich  Park,  and  belong- 
ing to  the  same  owner,  is  an  abandoned  place  called  Good  Hope,  where  a  good  deal  of  land 
was  laid  out  and  offered  for  sale  some  two  or  three  years  ago,  in  the  expectation  of  establishing 
a  freehold  village  of  labourers ;  to  the  present  moment,  however,  only  four  lots  have  been  sold, 
of  an  acre  each,  at  120  dollars  per  lot ;  but  two  cottages  have  been  built  and  a  third 
building  ;  and,  unaccountable  as  it  may  seem,  the  Greenwich  Park  labourers  have  purchased 
14  acres  of  the  Ruby,  jiist  beyond  Good  Hope,  where  they  have  already  built  their  dwellings. 
The  Ruby  land  was  sold  at  110  dollars  per  acre.  On  the  Good  Hope  estate,  at  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  road>  on  an  elevated  sand- reef  where  the  works  formerly  stood,  is  a  very 
well  finished  and  commodious  little  diapel,  where  at  one  time  a  minister  of  the  Church  of 
England  was  stationed;  at  present  a  licensed  teacher  officiates,  and  keeps  a  day-school  fcr  the 
labourers*  children;  so  that,  although  the  situation  of  this  and  two  other  adjoining  estates  is 
rather  secluded,  the  advantages  of  religious  worship  and  instruction  are  as  attainable  in  this  as 
kk  any  other  quarter,  and  the  salubrity  of  this  part  of  the  coast  has  never,  I  believe,  been 
questioned.  At  11  o'clock  left  Greenwich  Park,  expecting  to  reach  the  ferry,  22  miles  distant, 
at  about  5,  calling  at  some  of  the  estates  on  my  way  up.  First,  called  in  at  the  Hague. 
Manager  not  being  at  home,  went  on  to  Fellowship,  a  small  coffee  estate,  with  about  100 
acres  in  cultivation  and  35  labourers  on  the  pay  list.  The  crop  of  1 840  amounted  to  7,000  lbs. 
The  first  pick  of  the  present  year  gave  2,400,  and  from  7,000  to  8,000  more  are  expected. 
The  rate  of  wages  is  one  guilder  for  a  basket  of  85  lbs.  gross,  equal  to  about  12  lbs.  nett. 

From  Fellowship  rode  on  to  Den  Amstel,  likewise  a  coffee  estate,  but  with  a  cultivation  of 
about  250  acres,  and  85  labourers  on  the  pay  list.  The  entire  crop  of  1840  amounted  only  to 
15,000  lbs ;  the  first  pick  of  the  present  year  gave  10,000,  and  35,000  more  are  expected. 
The  rate  of  wages  pai4  here  is  the  same  as  at  Fdlowship.  The  manager  of  the  Hague, 
happening  to  be  at  Den  Amstel,  he  obligingly  favoured  me  with  the  following  information 
respecting  that  property,  namely,  that  the  crop  of  1840  was  230  hogsheajds  of  sugar,  and  that 
he  expected  about  the  same  number  the  present  year,  of  which  he  had  made  70.  The  cane 
cultivation  at  the  Hague  is  about  800  acres ;  there  are  190  labourers  on  the  pay  list,  and  the 
monthly  expenditure  for  wages  is  about  850  dollars. 

From  Den  Amstel  rode  on  to  Blankenburg,  where  the  crops  of  the  last  and  the  present  year 
are  expected  to  be  much  the  same,  say  270  hogsheads,  of  which  75  had  been  made  to  date. 
There  are  about  300  acres  in  cane  cultivation,  and  200  labourers  on  the  pay  Ust,  whose 
earnings  vary  from  1,400  to  1,500  dollars  per  month.  At  Windsor  Forest,  where  I  next  called, 
it  is  likewise  expected  that  there  will  be  no  material  difference  in  the  crops  of  the  present  and 
last  year,  which  amounted  to  300  hogsheads ;  and  here  the  amount  made  to  date  was  also  75. 
There  are  240  labourers  on  the  pay  list,  and  the  wages  generally  amount  to  1500  dollars  per 
month. 

From  Windsor  Forest  rode  to  The  Best,  where  the  crop  of  1840  was  237  hogsheads,  and 
that  of  the  present  year  is  expected  to  be  about  230,  of  which  80  had  been  made  to  date. 
They  have  220  acres  in  cane  cultivation;  166  labourers  on  the  pay  list;  and  expend  monthly 
in  wages  about  850  dollars.  From  The  Best  rode  on  to  Vrees  en  Hoop,  and  not  finding  the 
mfanager  at  home  embarked  for  Georgetown. 

Here  then  I  have  to. state  that  the  rate  of  wages  paid  upon  the  estates  on  the  west  sea  coast 
of  Demerara  is  precisely  what  I  have  already  stated  to  be  the  ordinary  rate  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  river,  and  that  in  all  parts  of  the  colony  that  1  have  as  yet  visited  the  labourers  have 
their  houses  and  provision  grounds  free  of  rent,  and  are  furnished  with  medicine  and  medical 
attendance  when  ill,  at  the  expense  of  their  employer. 

It  is  not  unwoi^thy  of  remark  that,  notwitlistanding  this  part  of  the  colony  can  boast  of  an 
agricultural  society,  an  example,  strange  to  say,  that  has  not  yet  been  followed  by  any  other 
district,  no  progress  whatever  seems  to  be  making  towards  the  introduction  of  the  plough  or 
other  instruments  of  husbandry,  tending  to  the  diminution  of  manual  labour.  That  there  is  a 
plough  in  the  district  I  am  aware,  and  there  may  be  two  or  three,  but,  cut  bono,  where  are  the 
ploughed  fields?  '^  The  remissness  of  the  labourers  in  the  performance  of  agriculture"  is 
bitterly  complained  of  in  the  society's  reports,  but  no  rewards  are  offered  to  induce  negro  * 
ploughmen  from  the  adjacent  islands  (where  the  use  of  the  plough  is  as  common  as  in  Europe) 
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BRITISH  GUIANA  to  have  a  ploughing  match  in  Gruiana.     The  presence  of  so  much  virgin  land  forbids  much 
"— ^  being  said  on  the  subject  of  manure,  the  use  of  which  is  unknown  from  one  end  of  the  colony 

to  the  other;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  calculation  whether  100  hogsheads  of  sugar  from  40  to  50 
ac»es  of  manured  land  would  not  be  more  profitable  than  the  same  number  from  100  acres, 
the  average  return  from  canes  in  this  country  at  present.  In  conclusion,  I  have  to  observe  that 
although  my  inquiries  were  generally  considered  rather  too  inquisitorial,  and  the  object  of 
them  uintelligible,  the  information  I  sought  was  in  no  single  instance  refused,  and  my  reception, 
even  under  such  circumstances,  was  most  hospitable. 

(Signed)  W.  B.  Wolseley,  Circuit  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 

Demerara,  August  3,  1841. 


Plantations  referred  to  in 

the  annexed  Report. 

Crop  of 
1840. 

Crop  ex- 
pected in 
1841. 

No.  of 
Labourers 

on  the 
Pay  Lint. 

Monthly 

Amount  of 

Wages. 

Average 

per 
Capita. 

Remarks. 

• 

hhd8.Sagar 

hbds.  Sugar 

Dollars. 

Dollan. 

Houston   •     •     • 

595 

550 

462 

3,000 

Peter's  Hall   .     . 

120 

100 

80 

650 

Providence     .     . 

210 

170 

200 

1,200 

Herstelling     . 

301 

250 

180 

1,200 

Little  Diamond    • 

100 

135 

145 

800 

Friendship      •     . 

126 

130 

110 

650 

Garden  of  Eden    . 

88 

56 

80 

500 

Vriedestein     . 
Vriesland .      .      . 
Wales       .      .     . 
Belle  Vue.     .     . 
Nismes     •      •     . 
La  Grange 
Schoonord      •     . 
The  Best .     .     . 
Nouvelle  Flandres 
Windsor  Forest     . 
Blankenburg  •     . 
The  Hague     .     . 

90 
360 
253 
200 
250 
252 
220 
237 

60 
300 
270 
230 

80 
360 
265 
180 
165 
252 
300 
230 
100 
300 
270 
230 

80 
170 
146 

86 

90 
160 
250 
160 

97 
240 
200 
190 

400 

1,000 

800 

700 

700 

900 

1,250 

850 

600 

1,500 

1,400 

850 

1 

Sugar  Estates. 
N.B.  Upon  12  of  these  25 
sugar  estates  there  will 
be  a  decrease  in  the  crops 
to  the  amount    of   461 
••      hhds. ;  upon  8  there  will 
be  an  increase  of  307 ; 
upon  5  the  crop  will  be 
the  same  this  year  as  in 
1840;  the  total  deficien- 
cy being  154  hhds. 

Leonora    .     •      • 

353 

370 

180 

1,225 

Vrees  en  Hoop     . 

210 

150 

150 

900 

Met  en  meer  Zorg 

340 

420 

206 

1,150 

Tuschen  de  Vrien- 

den. 
St.  Christopher    . 

101 

140 

90 

600 

75 

30 

51 

300 

25  Greenwich  Park  . 

126 

80 

100 

550 

Coffee  Estates. 

Eccles       .     .     . 
Covent  Garden     . 
La  Retraite    •     . 
Groed  Fortuin .      . 
Pondroyen 
Den  Amstel    .     . 
Fellowship      .      . 

lbs.  Coffee. 

5,148 

4,295 

7,000 

21,339 

42,362 

15,000 

7,000 

lbs.  Coffee. 
27,000 
30,000 
10,000 
10,000 
20,000 
45,000 
10,000 

50 
70 

100 
60 

133 
85 
35 

600 
350 
500 
340 
750 
500 
220 

N.B.  The  crops  of  these 
8    estates    in    1840    a- 
mounted  to  132,144  lbs. 
of  cofiee,  and  it  is  ex- 
>     pected     that    they    will 
make  for  the  present  year 
188,000,  making  a  dif- 

fi^rPTiCP   in   fWvmir   nf  tVif^ 

8  Nooit  Geiiacht     . 

30,000 

36,000 

40 

300 

present  crop  of  55,856 
lbs. 

Purchases  of  Freehold  Property  by  Persons  formerly  Slaves  and  Appenticed  Labourers,  referred  to  in 

the  Annexed  Report. 

Name.  Locality,  or  Designation. 


Sterling  Value. 


East  Bank.  Demerara  River, 

£.  t.  d. 

Foreman  of  Plantation  Providence  62  acres  up  the  river ;  no  name  .     .     .     •     •  38  3  10 

Craig  Village,  estimated  at  200  joes,  20  acres  at  10  joes 305  11  1 

Supply  and  The  Brickery  81  3-rood  lots,  averaging  30  dollars  per  rood,  estimated  at  1 ,518  15  0 

West  Bank  of  the  Demerara  River. 

At  Toevlugt,  lots 183  6  8 

At  La  Retraite,  lots 427  15  6i 

Ditto                110  0  0 

Middlesex,  an  entire  estate 2,291  13  4 

Bon  Sejour,  an  entire  estate • 416  13  4 

La  Resource,  part 76  7  9 

Patientia,  part 1,693  5  3 

Free  and  Easy  Village,  part  of  Plantation  Milmount •     •      •  114  11  8 

Harmony  and  Stick-en-heuvel  Settlements •.••••  305  11  1 
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Name,  Localitj,  or  Dengnation.  Sterling  Value.       BRITISH  GUIANA 

Canal,  No.l. 

Sans  Souci,  lots 550    3  4 

Studlcy  Park,  lots,  called  Free  Town 336  3 

mst  Sea  Coast. 

Den  Amstel,  lots     ••••.• • •  1,604    3  4 

Vrees  en  Hoop,  lots      .     .• 541  13  4 

Good  Hope,  lots •••••• 100    0  0 

The  Ruby,  lots 320  16  8 


10,934  13     5i 


(No.  11.)  No.  26. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Stanley  to  Governor  Light.  ' 

Sir,  Downing-street,  October  9,  1841.  no.  26. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatches,  Nos.  85  and  101,  of  the   16th  July  and  For  Despatch,  No. 
the  11th  August,  transmitthig  Keports  from  Mr.  Wolseley,  circuit  stipendiary  ^,w^^r^nt*d^P^^^^' 
magistrate,  of  his  visits  to  the  counties  of  Demerara  and  Berbice.  rela^tive  to^British'^ 

These  Reports  are  highly  satisfactory,  and  contain  a  summary  and  authentic  ^"]»"«»  presented 
view  of  the  state  of,  the  colony,  and  of  the  various  classes  of  labourers,  for  which  ^y^"""*"^*^^^^- 
I  have  to  request  you  to  convey  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Wolseley. 

I  have,  &c. 
Governor  Light,  STANLEY. 

&c.      &c. 


No.  27. 
No.l. 

No.  2. 

(No.  107.)  No.  27. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  August  21,  184L 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  returns  for  the  month  of  July,  of  the  state 
of  the  emigrants  from  Sierra  Leone. 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  they  are  in  good  health,  and  are  a  valuable 
addition  to  the  labour  of  the  colony  ;  one  woman  was  unfortunately  drowned  in  one 
of  the  trenches ;  a  copy  of  the  inquest  on  the  body  is  annexed  to  Mr.  Lyon's 
return. 

A  remark  by  Mr.  Allen  on  the  cause  of  dissatisfaction  at  Plantations  Lima  and 
Walton  Hall  in  some  of  the  people,  produced  the  correspondence  I  have  the  honour 
to  transmit. 

Mr.  Rose  seems  to  have  remedied  the  evil  complained  of.  ^ 

It  is  essential  that  the  emigrants  should  not  be  placed  in  temporary  buildings ; 
if  it  does  not  produce  dissatisfaction,  it  causes  habits  of  indiflFerence  to  comfort  and 
cleanliness,  which  tend  to  disease. 

Although  every  pains  are  taken  to  prevent  location  on  estates  where  cottages  are 
not  ready  for  the  reception  of  emigrants,  yet  it  is  evident  that  plantere  are  not 
scrupulous  on  that  point. 

When  Portuguese  emigrants  arrive,  they  are  landed  at  the  dep8t ;  the  Agent- 
general  recommends  certain  estates,  but  they  generally  follow  the  advice  of  their        •    • 
countrjrmen,  older  emigrants,  as  to  location :  and,  consequently,  are  often  uncom- 
fortably lodged ;  and  this  has  produced  changes,  which,  perhaps,  may  be  the  reason     Vide  Letter  from 
I  have  not  received  returns  as  to  their  condition.  Mr.  Ware,  annexed. 

The  returns  of  the  captured  Africans  located  in  Berbice  have  not  yet  arrived. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell,  (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.  &c.  &. 
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Enclwure  1,  in  No.  27. 
Monthly  Return  of  African  Emigianto  located  in  District  A  (Upper  Section),  1st  August,  1841. 


Number. 

Yotin^c 
Children. 

Total. 

Deaths. 

Nnmber 
of  Sick. 

At  what 

Work 

•  employed. 

For  what 
Wage..    . 

What  Relationship  (if  any)  existn 
among  them,  and  huTO  they 
formed  any  permanent  Connec- 
tions on.  the  Estate,  or  in  the 
Neighbourhood  ? 

Hare 

ther  ProTision- 

Groundsf 

Dothex 

cultivate  them  ? 

Location. 

1 

^ 

i 

1 

1 

£ 

Plantatton 
Helena. 

14 

1 

•  • 

2 

• 

•  • 

1 

18 

None. 

None.* 

Agrienlture. 

The  men  six 
bittsperday, 
the  girls 
three  bitts 
per  day. 

Tom,  Sam.,  and  Patrick  Williams 
are  brothers ;  John  Butcher  and 
Samuel  McAuley  are  also 
brothers ;  and  John  and  Eliza- 
beth Copley  are  brother  and 
sister;  John  Thomas  (second) 
and  Tom  Williams  are  cousins, 
as  are  Samuel  Hamden  and  Joht 
Hastings ;  James  Watt  is  consin 
to  E.  Copley,  and  John  Thomas 
(first)  and  Tom  Browne  are  like- 
wise cousins.  Christina  is  the 
daughter  of  Elisabeth  Copley ; 
the  rest  are  unconnected.  None 
of  them  hare  formed  any  per- 
manent connections  on  the 
estate,  or  in  the  neghbourhood. 

They    hate    all 
got    proTisioD- 
erounds,      bat 
have    not    yet 
cultifated  them. 

George  Ball,  Stipendiary  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Monthly  Rrturn  of  African  Immigrants  located  in  District  A  (Lower  Section)  Ist  August,  1841. 


Number. 

Deaths. 

Nnmber 
of  Sick. 

At  what 

Work 
employed. 

Porwhat 
Wages. 

Have 

ihty  Profision- 

Urounds  ? 

Do  they 

cultivate  them? 

What  Relationship 
(if    any)      exists 
amon«^  the  Afri- 
cans?   Have  they 
formed  any  perma- 
nent Connection  on 
Estate? 

Location. 

1 

• 

1- 

•5 

Young 
Children. 

1 

General  Remaiki. 

i 

1 

Plantation 
Snmort. 

Plantation 
Greenfield. 

6 
8 

2 
3 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 
2 

1 
1 

10 
14 

No  death 

None 

General  work 

33  to  50  cents. 

99 

No     .     .     . 
No     .     .     . 

2  married 

2  children. 

4  unconnectad. 

3  married. 
3  children. 
2bTuthers. 

3  uncuonected. 

The  Africans  sent  to  Plan- 
tation Dochfbur  have  lefl 
that  estate,  sunpoeed  to 
have  gone  to  Houston. 

J.  MacLeod,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Return  of  Emigrants  from  Sierra  Leone  working  as  Labourers  or  Tradesmen  in  District  £,  County  of  Demerara,  this  1st  day  of 

August,  1841. 


Name. 


Age. 


Location. 


Occupancy. 


State  of 
Health. 


From  what  Place 
or  Country. 


Remarks  as  to  Lodging,  Wages,  &c. 


Ptoter  Walmer 

Seabreese  •     • 
Davit   •     •     . 


About 
39 

25 
25 


Met  en  Meerzorg 


Boatman 
>> 

99 


Very  good 


Kingleton    in    the 
Kroo  Country. 


99 


These  Kroomea  have  been  at  Met  en  Meenorg 
since  their  arrival  in  the  colony.  They  had 
at  first  apartments  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
hospital,  but  have  now  two  rooms  in  a 
cottage.  A  room  has  been  otfeied  to  •adi, 
but  declined  on  their  part  in  my  presence, 
when  ibey  expressed  perfect  satisfaction  with 
the  accommodation  they  possess.  Their 
wages  aaboatnMn  are  ten  doUan  per  month 
and  rations,  but  from  this  date  they  cease  to 
be  boatmen,  being  under  the  impresskm  that 
they  can  make  more  money  in  the  field. 
Their  wages  in  the  field  are  to  be  five  bitts  for 
a  task,  and  at  the  rate  of  six  bitts  for  any  por- 
tien  of  additional  work  performed  in  the  same 
day.  They  told  me  that  they  expected  to  be 
able  to  earn  a  dollar  a  day  in  the  field. 
They  seem  to  be,  and  expressed  themselvea 
to  be,  perfectly  happy  and  contented. 
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Monthly  Rkturn  of  African  Emignuits  located  in  District  G,  County  of  Essequibo,  Ist  August,  1841. 


1 

1 

•1 

Youne 
Children. 

"3 
16 

5 

1 

o 

o 

o 

o 
d 

At  what 

Work 

employed. 

Rate  of 
Wages. 

Have  they  any  Provi- 
non-Qfoonds?  Do 
they  cultivate  them  ? 

What  Relationship  have 
the  Africans  among  them- 
selves? Have  they  fiarmed 
any  pennanent  Connec- 
tion with  the  Estate  P 

Location. 

•T 

1 

Remarks. 

Plantation 

Bathsheba's 

Loet. 

PUiita«ioa 
Umbaigfa. 

8 
5 

3 

1 
•  • 

•  • 

3 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

In  tfenecal  agri- 
ciutuxal       as 
field. 

JobbincT      and 
field     labour, 
with  an  allow- 
ance   of    rice 
andtaltfiih. 

From  ten  doUazt 
to  eight 

Eleven   dollars 
monthly. 

They  have  provision- 
grounds  of  good  land 
in  the  immediate  vi- 

As  yet  they  have  net 
eultivate4  their 
grounds. 

have,  bu^  do  not  cul- 
tivate them. 

All  the  grown-up  females 
are  married.  Husband, 
wife,  son,  and  daughter. 
None  of  the  unmarried 
men  have  formed  any  con- 
nection with  the  estate's 
women. 

They  are  all  Kroomen; 
have  as  yet  formed  no  con- 
nection with  the  labourers 
on  the  estate. 

The  reason  given  to 
me  on  the  estate  for 
not  coltivatiog  the 
provision  -  grounds 
was,       that       the 
Creoles  told   them 
they  would  not  be 
allowed     to     reap 
them     when    ripe. 
Now  I  had  explained 
they   intend    culti- 
vating them, 
/^u/ecoroner's  inquest 
enclosed.    Rheuma- 
tic affection. 
They  do  not  cultivate 
their    grounds,    as 
they  do  two  tasks 
a^^y,  and  are  most 
pleased  with   their 
situation. 

let  AttgOAt,  1841. 


Inquisition. 
County  of  Essequibo. 


A.  W.  Ltons,  Stipendiary  MagietniAe.    Dietnct  6. 


To  wit. 


An  inquisition  taken  at  Plantaticm  Bathsheba's  Lust,  in  the  colony  of  British  Guiana,  on  the 
first  day  of  June^  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1841,  before  me.  Dr.  S.  J.  Schild  v.  Sansorg,  justice 
of  the  peace,  one  of  the  coroners  of  our  lady  the  queen  for  the  colony  aforesaid,  upon  the  view 
of  the  body  of  Anna  Wilson,  then  and  there  lying  dead,  upon  the  oaths  of  George  Gillespie, 
of  William  Mitehel,  of  Henry  Gullifer,  of  George  Walker,  surgeon,  good  and  lawful  men,  who, 
being  sworn  and  charged  to  enquire,  on  the  part  of  our  lady  the  queen,  when,  where^  how,  and 
after  what  manner  the  said  Anna  Wilson  came  to  her  death,  as  sdso  by  what  signs  and  marks 
the  body  of  the  said  Anna  Wilson  was  known  or  identified,  do  say  upon  their  oath,  that  the 
deceasea  came  to  her  death  accidentally^  by  being  drowned  in  a  trench  of  said  estate. 

In  witness  hereof,  as  well  the  aforsaid  coroner  as  the  jurors  aforesaid,  have  to  this  inquisi- 
tion put  their  hands  on  the  day  and  year,  and  at  the  place  first  above  mentioned. 

Was  signed  G.  Gillespie. 
Wm.  Mitchell. 
H.  Gullifer. 
Geo.  Walker,  Surgeon. 
Coroner.  Jyrors. 

Dr.  S.  J.  Schild  v.  Sansorg,  J.  P.. 

(A  true  copy.) 
Dr.  S.  J.  Schild  v.  San^ro,  J.  P. 


Monthly  Return  of  African  Emigrants  Located  in  District  G,  County  of  Essequibo,  Ist  August, 


0 

1 

1 

Young 
Children. 

*3 
I 

us 

1 

o 

6 

u 
2« 

At  what  Work 
Employed. 

RateofWagee. 

Ha?e  they  any 

Provision-Gronuds  ? 

Do  they 

Cultivate  tliem? 

What    Relationship    have 
the  AfricauH  among  them- 
siflves?  Have  they  formed 
any  permanent  Connexion 
with  the  Estate  People. 

Location. 

1 

£ 

Remarks. 

PlanUtkmHeff 
VanAnrich, 

Plantatioa   So- 
phurborgh. 

12 
3 

5 

3 

1 

1 

•  • 

1 

23 
3 

In  general  agri- 
cultural,    at 
field-jobbing, 
&c. 

The      general 
work  of  the 
estate. 

From   8  to  10 
doUara      per 
month. 

From  8  to   10 
dollars     per 
month,  with 
an  allowance 
of  2ibf.   ef 
salt-fish 
weekly. 

They  hare  proYition- 
grounds  of  good  land 
near  their  houses. 

As  yet  they  have  only 
b!egaa    to  cultivate 
them. 

They  have  provision- 
grounds,  and  they 
cultivate  them. 

All  the  grown-up  females 
are  married.    Husband, 
wife,  son,  and  daughter. 

None  of  the  unmarried  men 
have  formed    any   con- 
nexion with  the  Estate's 
women* 

None    lawfully    married ; 
neverthdess    they   have 
children  on  the  estate. 

Independent  of  their 
wages   they    have 
received         warm 
clothing,  blankets, 
&c.,  and  a  weekly 
allowance  of  salt- 
fish  and  rice,  from 
their  arrival  to  the 
present  date.    Ar- 
rived on  the  estate 
May  27th,  1841. 

Appear    comfortable 
and  happy. 

lit  August,  1841. 


A.  W.  Lyons,  Stipendiary  Magistrate.    District  G. 
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Monthly  Return  of  African  Immigrants  Located  in  District  H,  Ist  August 

,1841. 

Number. 

1 

i 

o 
u 

s 

3 

At  what 

Work 

Employed. 

For  what 
Wages. 

Have  they 
Provision- 
Grounds  ? 
Do  they  Cul- 
tivate them  P 

What  Relationship,  if  any, 

exists,  amongst  the  Africans? 

Have  they  formed  uny 

permanent  Connexion  on 

the  Estate, 
or  in  the  Neighbourhood  ? 

1 

« 

Young 
Children. 

"3 

General  Remarks. 

Location. 

1 

Plantation  Lima. 

Plantation 
Walton  Hall. 

Pbintation 
Beliance. 

4 

5 
11 

p. 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

11 

8 
12 

•• 

Men,  field- 
work. 
Women,  me- 
gass  carriers. 

All      field- 
vrork. 

Ditto    .     . 

1  f.  to  5  bitts 
daily. 

2  to  3  bitts 
daily. 

3  to  5  bitU, 
according 
to      work 
performed, 
same  as  es- 
tate's peo- 

Ditto   •     • 

Grounds 
given;    as 
yet     very 
little  culti- 
vation. 

Ditto    .     • 
Ditto    .     . 

Two  men  are  married ;  one 
man    and    one    woman 
have  each  a  child ;    no 
connexion   formed  with 
Estate's  people. 

Three   men    have   wives; 
two    are  brothers.      No 
connexion   formed  with 
estate*s  labourers. 

One  married   couple  from 
Africa.     No   connexion 
formed  on  estate. 

Five  weeks'  provisions  were  issued 
to  these  people,  gratis,  after  their 
arrival,  and  each  of  them  had  a 
saucepan.  Four  persons  have 
two  rooms  allotted  among  them 
in  a  cottage.  The  remainder 
have  separate  rooms  in  a  snuill 
buUding.  None  of  the  Afiticana 
on  this  estate  seem  satisfied. 
Four  men  and  one  wonnii  left 
towards  the  end  of  July  with  the 
view  of  bettering  their  situation  ; 
of  whom  one  man  and  hii  wife 
went  to  Plantation  Reliance,  and 
three  men  to  Bathsheba's  Lust 
District  G.  No  blame,  hdwever, 
seems  to  attach  to  the  manager 
on  this  or  any  other  accouut 
having  reference  to  these  people. 

Food  issued  for  the  first  two  monibs, 
and  a  cook  employed  to  prepare 
it.  Suit  of  clothing  gratis,  and 
cooking  utensils.  These  people 
are  lodged  in  the  sick  and  school- 
house,  no  cottages  being  ready 
for  their  reception. 

Have  had  provisions  gratis  from 
27th  May  (date  of  arrival)  to  7th 
August  inclusive,  when  this  is  to 
cease.  Clothing,  blankets,  and 
cooking  utensils,  have  likewise 
been  issued  gratis. 

The  Africans  on  Reliance  are  well 
lodged,  and  seem  huppy  and  con- 
tented. 

N.  B. — Since  this  Report  was  made  out,  two  men  and  one  woman  have  left  Walton  Hall  for  Windsor  Castle.  The  dissatisfaction  of  the  Africans  oa 
Walton  Hall  and  Lima  may,  perhups,  be  chiefly  ascribed  to  there  having  been  no  distinct  and  comfortable  means  of  accommodating  them  on  their  arrival, 
though  cottages  are  in  progress  for  that  ^^urpose. 

J.  A,  Allen,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Return  of  Emigrants  from  Sierra  Leone,  Located 

in  District  B,  for  the  month  of  July,  1841. 

Nitme. 

Agiv 

Loctttiou, 

Oe™p.tL.n.    ^^::,,^ 

From  what 

Plate 
or  Country- 

Remarks  ils  to  Lodgings, 
Wages,  &c. 

Andrew  Hamilton 

'a  S 

PI.  Turkeyen    • 

Field  labourer   Good  • 

Sierra  Leone. 

They  are  well  lodged,  cheer- 

William Gumey  . 

-*£  i5 

99 

99 

ful,  and  contented.    They 

JoeM«Aulay.     . 

i| 

y* 

9  9 

perform  the   full  ordinary 

George  Pratt .     « 

o  * 

99 

9  9 

task  at  all  sorts  of  work. 

James  Baker.     , 

I.I 

>                 *  * 

99 

!-99 

except  cutting  canes; -in 

Joseph  May  .     . 

99 

99 

^  the  former  case  they  are 

Thomas  William. 

1l 

9  9 

99 

paid  five  bitts  per  day,  and. 

Mary  Young,  sen. 

99 

9  9 

m  the  latter  case,  four  bitts 

Mary  Young,  jun. 

ill 

9  9 

Domestic       . ;       , , 

for  two-thirds  of  ordinary 

Elisabeth  Pratt  . 

99 

Field  labourer^       , , 

task,  besides  full  food  allow 

Anna  Yuunir.     • 

14 

9  9 

auce  to  the  end  of  July. 

T.  Pratt,  j  Chil-  \ 
M.Pratt,t   dren.  / 

•  a 

•        • 

•     • 

99 

•     •     • 

William  Dove    . 

«ffec- 
tmao 

PI.  Annandale  . 

Field  labourer 

Jim  Dove      •     • 

99 

99 

Well  lodged,   and  conduct 

William  Hore     . 

*  ?  8 
«»  ^  c 
3'^  P 

9  9 

99 

themselves  satisfactorily  in 

Thomas  Pecei 

9f 

99 

every  respect.     They  are 

William  Peter    . 

All  a 
except 
retta-w 

9  9 

99 

paid  for  jobbing,  and,  in 
buildings,  five  bitts  per  day. 

Thomas  Dove 

99 

99 

Andrew  Martin   . 

99 

99 

In  field  they  only  perform 
five  days'  tasks  throughout 

WiUiam  Bull      . 

1  «  *  g 

99 

John  More     •     • 

s«i 

» 

9  9 

the  week,  and  are  paid  at 

John  Carrol  •      • 

9-2  " 

99 

99 

the  rate  of  five  bitts  per 

Judy  Carrol  •     . 

>9 

99 

task.    They  were  allowed 

Nancy  Mure  •     • 

ui 

9  9 

9  9 

full  food  allowance  to  the 

Martha  Dove     • 

91 

99 

15th  of  July. 

Phoebe  Dove  •     . 

L^-=-j 

99 

99 

T.  Carrol.)  ^,  .,   . 

•  • 

•        • 

•        • 

99 

99 

•     •     • 
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Rbtviim  of  EmigranU  from  Siem  Leone,  Located  in  Diatrict  B,  fiir  the  VMnth  of  July,  1841.— corrftnuMf.  BBIT18H  GUIANA 


Nam«. 

Age. 

Location. 

Occupation. 

StaUoT 
Health. 

From  what 

Plaoe 
orCountrj. 

Remarki  ae  to  Lodgings 
Wagee^lH^ 

fTlie  men  on  Plantations  La 

perform  the  full  ordinarj 

G«off«B«UlM    • 
JolmBull     .     • 

r     1*1 

PLLeRetourenir 

Good 

Sierra  Leone 

^1 

i> 

9  9 

19 

task,  and  ace  p^d  at  the 

TImndas  Pierre    • 

i» 

|> 

9> 

same   rate   as   the   estate 

ThomaiBen.     • 

^A 

»> 

99 

99 

people,  Tis^  five  bitts  for 

Waher  Grace    . 

%  * 

»* 

9  9 

99 

ordinarj  work,  and  six  bitts 
for   cutting   canes.      Tbe 

PoMparButledge 

1  *S'S 

Jobber    .     . 

99 

99 

Tbe«M  Ball      • 

^A 

InbuUdinga  . 

99 

99 

women   on  Plautaftion  Le 

Mvf  Ratledge  • 
SuMMMi  Pierre    • 

11 

Tield  labourer 

»9 

99 
>• 

99 
99 

Besouvenir  have  not  hither- 
to been  reauired  to  work. 
Full  food  slk>wanoe  giten 

NmyBnll  .    . 

1    . 

i» 

.  " 

99 

on  both  estates  to  the  end 

of  July. 

Jade  Andiew     . 

35 

PI.  Montrose    . 

9  » 

9  9 

99 

AH  comfortably  lodged,  and 

4iaem  A  INNl   •      • 

36 

9» 

»> 

99 

appear  hap^  and  con* 
tented.      A  full    suit    of 

Feler  Jumbo.     • 

24 

>> 

9» 

99 

8ak  Water    •     • 

n 

99 

19 

99 

<    clothes  was  given  to  every 

IboiBaid     •     • 

S3 

f  t 

9  9 

99 

emigrant,  located  in  this 

TrIlofwWm.     . 

25 

f9 

99 

99 

dis^tct,       ttom       Sierra 

Tom'M^    .     . 

33 

9  9 

»> 

99 

t  Leone. 

Ist  August,  1841. 


(A  true  Return.) 
D.  Maclennan,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Nominal  Rbturn  of  African  Emigrants  in  District  F  this  Ist  day  of  August,  1841. 


Name. 


John  Gray  • 
Thomas  Nunney 
Tom  Walker  • 
Betsy  Gray.  . 
Hannah  Turner 
John  •  •  • 
Alick    .     .     • 


Age. 


30 
26 
29 
25 
28 
27 
32 


Location. 


1^ 
f 


Occupation. 


I 

PS4 


SUteof 
Health. 


> 


From  what  Place  or 
Conatiy. 


/^eniarlb.— These  emigrants  are  comfortably  lodged,  work  remarkably  well,  and  earn  from  six  to  ten 
dcdlars  per  month.  Walter  Howard  Ware,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  27. 


Sir> 


District  F.  Leguan,  Augxist  16,  1841. 
In  forwarding  my  monthly  return  of  emigrants  in  this  district,  I  have  the  honour  to 
state,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  the  Portuguese  emigrants 
located  upon  Plantations  Meerzorg  and  Friendship  are  not  lodged  in  cottages,  but  occupy  the 
hospitals  of  these  estates^  which  have  been  divided  into  a  number  of  apartments. 

These  emigrants  have  not  expressed  themselves  dissatisfied  with  their  accommodations,  but 
they  are  so  filthy  in  their  persons  and  habits,  that  I  fear  were  disease  and  sickness  to  creep  in 
among  them^  confined  together  as  they  are  in  these  buildings,  the  mortality  would  be  very 
great. 

In  justice  to  Mr.  John  Ross  and  Mr.  O'Brien,  the  managers  of  these  properties,  I  beg 
respectfully  to  say,  that  every  attention  af^ars  to  be  bestowed  upon  the  emigrants  by  these 

E^ntlemen,  but  it  appears  they  were  not  prepared  with  suitable  accommodation,  when  these 
bourers  were  sent  down  to  these  estates. 

I  have  the  honour  to  request  his  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  direct  what  steps  are  to  be 
adopted  relative  to  the  accommodation  of  these  Portuguese  emigrants. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  Walter  Howard  Ware, 

The  Honourable  the  Government  Secretary.  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Order. 


EdcI.  2,  in  No.  27. 


NoncB  to  be  given  to  the  Agent-general  of  Emigration,  of  the  wa^  in  which  the  intentions 
of  the  Governor  are  frustrated.  If  the  Portuguese  choose  to  remam  where  they  are,  the 
ma^trate  cannot  interfere ;  it  is  by  such  locations  that  discredit  may  arise  to  the  colony.   The 
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BBinSH  GUIANA  Sir,  Govemnient  Secretary's  Office,  Demerara,  llth  August,  1841. 

I  AM  desired  by  the  Governor  to  acquaint  you  that  there  has  been  this  day  received 
from  tjie  st^jendiavy  maigistrate  of  the  district  in  which  Plantation  Lima  is  situate^  a  report 
of  which  so  far  as  relates  to  Plaataiion  Lima,  the  following  is  an  extract : — 

"  None  of  the  Africans  on  this  estate  seem  satisfied.  Tne  dissatisfaction  of  the  Africans  oo 
Lima  may,  perhaps,  be  chiefly  ascribed  to  there  having  been  no  distinct  and  comfortable 
means  of  acconunodating  them  oa  their  arrival.  Though  cottages  are  in  progress  for  tliat 
purpose,  four  men  and  one  woman  left  towards  the  end  of  July,  with  the  view  of  betteriiig 
iheir  situation,  of  whom  one  man  and  his  wife  went  to  Plantation  Reliance,  and  three  men  to 
Bathsheba*8  Lust,  District  G. 

'*  No  blame,  however,  seems  to  attach  to-  the  manager  on  this  or  any  other  acooont  havmg 
reference  to  these  people." 

I  have,  &c^ 

The  Hon.  Peter  Rose,.  (Signed)  H..  E.  F.  Yoimo, 

&c.       &c.       8uu  Government  Secretary. 

(True  Copy. 
H.  K  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary. 


Sir,  Government  Secretary's  Office,  Demerara,  11th  August,  1841  • 

I  AM  de»red  by  the  Governor  to  acquaint  you  that  there  has  been  this  day  received 
from  the  stipendiary  magistrate  of  the  district  in  which  Plantation  Walton  Hall  is  situate,  a 
Report  of  which,  so  far  as  relates  to  Plantation  Walton  Hall,  the  following  is  an  extract: — 

"  These  people  (the  Africans)  are  lodged  in  the  sick  and  school  house,  no  cotta^  being 
ready  for  their  reception.  Since  this  report  was  made  out^  two  men  aiid  women  nave  left 
Walton  Hall  for  Windsor  Castle.  The  dissatisfaction  of  the  Africans  on  Walton  Hall  may 
perhaps  be  chiefly  ascribed  to  there  having  been  no  distinct  and  comfortable  means  of  accom- 
modating them  on  their  arrival,  though  cottages  are  in  progress  for  that  purpose.'* 

I  have,  &C. 
James  Chapman,  Esq.,  (Signed)  H.  E.  F.  Young, 

&c.      &c.      &c.  Government  Secretary. 

(True  Copy.) 
H.  E.  F.  YoxJNG,  Government  Secretary. 


Sir,  Demerara^  Georgetown,  12th  August,  1841. 

I  HA,VE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  containing 
an  extract  from  a  Report  of  the  stipendiary  magistrate  of  the  district  in  which  Plantation 
Lima  is  situate,  relating  to  the  Africans  on  that  estate. 

I  have  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  it  is  my 
intention  to  transmit  to  Mr.  Hutson,  the  manager  of  Lima,  a  copy  of  the  extract  sent  to  me, 
with  a  request  tiiat  he  will  immediately  furnish  me  with  a  detailed  statement  of  every  circum- 
stance which  relates  to  the  Africans  on  Lima,  since  their  locatH>n  on  that  property.  When  I 
am  in  possession  of  the  particulars,  1  will,  without  loss  of  time,  transmit  tne  same  to  you  for 
his  Excellency's  information. 

In  the  meantime  I  may,  however,  remark,  that  it  appears  to  me  that  the  stipendiary  magis- 
trate is  under  some  mistake,  as  to  the  cause  of  dissatisfaction,  if  any  now  exists. 

With  respect  to  their  accommodation,  in  a  letter  dated  the  28th  May,  from  the  manager  of 
Lima^  he  states — "  The  Africans  have  all  arrived,  they  are  comfortably  lodged  in  the  school 
house,  1  have  given  Thomas  Cole  half  of  the  adjoining  cottage,  1  am  much  pleased  with  him 
and  the  people ;  they  are  the  sort  of  immigrants  we  want ;  we  can  repair  the  old  ranges  for  a 
hundred  more.  1  have  given  them  all  provision  grounds,  and  have  allowed  them  a  day  or  two 
to  weed  and  plant  them  on  their  own  account."  Again,  on  the  13th  July,  Mr.  Hntson^ 
writes,  *'  An  African  came  here  from  Bathsheba*s  Lust,  on  Friday  last,  and  was  harboured 
on  the  estate  until  Sunday,  without  my  knowledge.  He  told  the  Africans,  that  if  they  would 
go  to  Bathsheba's  Lust,  they  would  be  frd  for  six  months,  get  a  present  of  clothes,  plates, 
knives,  forks,  spoons,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.  He  succeeded  in  crammmg  these  people,  and  abducted 
five  of  them  in  the  middle  of  the  night.  1  regret  the  absence  of  Thomas  Cole ;  his  presence 
would  have  prevented  this.'* 

From  these  abstracts  from  Mr.  Hutson's  letters,  it  would  appear  that  the  cause  of  the  people 
quitting  Lima  was  not  occasioned  by  their  having  no  distmct  and  comfortable  means  of 
accommodating  them  on  their  arrival ;  the  real  cause  appears  to  have  been  that  assigned  in 
Mr.  Hutson's  letter  of  tlie  13th  July. 

The  building  designated  the  school  hoiise  is  a  large  one,  raised  upon  brick  piUmis  with  two 
floca^,  which  has  been  divided  into  apartments,  smd,  I  believe,  has  ample  accommodation  for 
all  the  Africans  sent  to  Lima.  I  am,  however,  happy  to  be  able  to  state  for  his  Excellency's 
information,  that  three  of  the  Africans  arrived  in  town  from  Lima  on  Monday  morning,  they 
returned  again  yesterday  morning  in  the  estates*  schooner,  they  appeared  to  me  happy  and 
contented,  and  expressed  to  me  their  anxiety  to  get  back,  as  they  vi^ere  losing  money  by 
remaining  in  town ;  they  added,  that  they  did  not  Uke  this  large  town,  Lima  was  tauxSk 
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I  shall  direct  Mr.  Hutson  to  cominmiicate  with  die  srtipendiaiy  magistrate,  (Captain  Allen,)  BiBCnSB  GUIAKA 
as  it  is  my  wish  that  he  should  he  made  acquainted  with  all  the  fiaets  of  the  case.  *~~* 

I  have,  &c.  ' 

The  Hon.  H.  E.  F^  Young,  (Signed)  Peter  Rose. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
H.  E.  F.  YouNO,  Grovernment  Secretary. 


Sir,  Georgetown,  Demerara,  19th  August,  1841. 

I  BEG  leave  to  enclose  you  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  received  last  night  from  Mr. 
Hutson,  the  manager  of  Plantain  Lima,  in  reference  to  the  Africans  located  on  that  property, 
which  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  his  Excellency  the  Grovernor. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young,  (Signed)  Peter  Rose. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


Order. 

A  proprietor  will  never  keep  emi^ants  who  cannot  place  them  in  cottages.  I  am  glad 
Mr.  Rose  has  given  cottages.  The  Agent-reneral  will  be  directed  to  endeavour  to  prevent 
any  emigrants  from  going  on  estates  where  they  are  to  be  lodged  as  in  barracks. 

(True  Copy.)  (Signed)  Henry  Light, 

H.  K  F.  YouNO,  Governmeiit  Secretary.  19th  August,  1841. 


My  Dear  fir,  Plantatiaa  Lima,  August  16th,  1841. 

I  RECEIVED  this  morning  your  letter  of  the  12th  inst.,  with  copy  of  an  official  communi- 
cation of  same  date  annexed. 

The  Africans  upon  this  estate  appeared  cheerful  and  contented  from  the  day  of  their  arrival 
here,  on  the  27th  of  May,  until  about  the  10th  of  June«  when  an  African  from  Bathsheba's 
Lust,  named  Wilson,  came  upon  this  estate,  and  was  harboured  here  for  two  days.  This  man 
completely  unsettled  the  Africans :  he  told  tliem,  that  if  tbev  would  go  with  him  to  Bathsheba*s 
Lust,  that  they  would  be  fed  for  six  months,  and  get  clotnea,  knives,  forks,  spoons,  and  all 
manner  of  presents.  He  spread  discord  and  dissatis&ction  among  them,  and  aiioeeeded  in 
enticing  away  four  men  and  one  woman,  by  names  James  Peter,  Samuel  M'Aulev,  James 
Carew,  James  Johnson,  and  Fanny  Johnson,  who  left  this  estate  on  the  night  of  the  l2th  July. 
I  am  confident  that  these  five  Africans  would  have  remained,  and  become  permanent  labourers 
upon  this  estates  if  unfair  means  had  not  been  resorted  to ;  and  this  would  not  have  occurred 
had  Thomas  Cole,  the  headman,  remained  upon  the  estate,  instead  of  returning  to  Sierra 
Leone. 

I  really  considered  that  the  sixteen  Africans  were  very  comfortably  lodged  on  their  arrival 
upon  this  estate.  Seven  men,  four  women,  and  one  boy,  were  lodgecl  in  the  building  that  was 
fcrmerly  a  sehool-house.  The  accommodation  there  afforded  thcni  was  four  separate  apart- 
ments for  the  four  women  and  their  husbands,  and  the  son  of  one  of  them ;  and  three  separate 
apartments  for  the  three  single  men.  The  remainder  of  the  Africans,  viz.,  one  man,  his  wife, 
daughter,  and  a  boy,  occupied  the  whole  half  of  a  new  cottage. 

I  supplied  each  of  the  Africans  with  a  saucepan  for  cooking,  and  with  provisions  for  five 
weeks,  gratis.  I  allotted  garden-grounds  to  each,  and  allowed  them  a  week  to  cultivate  the 
same :  I  paid  their  wages  weekly,  at  the  same  rate  as  our  other  labourers ;  and  I  also  advanced 
money  to  them  to  buy  clothes  with. 

Captain  Allen  visited  the  Africans  upon  this  estate  in  the  befidnning  of  this  month.  He 
approved  of  the  cottages,  but  disliked  the  plan  of  the  building  sdready  alluded  to,  which  he 
compared  to  a  barrack,  and  said  it  would  only  answer  as  a  receiving-house  for  immigrants. 
He  recommended  me  to  reiBove  the  Africans  into  cottages,  to  which  f  have  already  attended  ; 
and  most  of  the  Africans  upon  this  estate  are  now  lod^d  in  oottages,  that,  I  think,  will  stand 
a  comparison  with  any  in  this  country. 

Captain  Allen  is  at  present  in  Pomeroon,  which  prevents  my  commimicating  with  him  on 
this  subject  until  he  returns  to  the  coast. 

I  am,  &c., 

(Sgned)  Henry  Hutson. 

Peter  Rose,  Esq. 


(No.  109.)  No.  28. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  August  21,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  stipendiary  magistrates'  returns  for  the  ,No.  28. 

month  of  July.     Messrs.  Brittain's  and  Strutt's  returns  are  not  yet  received. 
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nmi 
I  have  no  xemarks 


BRITISH  ouiAKA      1^^ •  Wolsdey's  summanr  is  herewith  annexed. 

"to  oflter. 


The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.  &e.  &c. 


I  have«  &c* 
(Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 


End.  10  No,  28. 


Enclosure  in  No.  28. 
An  Epitomb  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates'  Records  of  Complaints  for  Jiily»  1841. 


Magittratet. 


J.  M'Leod  .  . 
T,  Coleman  •  • 
A.vanR.deGroot 
C.K..Wliiiifiald  . 
A.  M.  Lyons  •     . 


J.  A.  Allan     •     • 
Geo.  Ban .     .     . 

J.  0.  L.  Mure     • 


D.  MacLennan 


W.  H.  Ware  » 


W.  J.  Sandiford  . 


No.ar 

CiMM. 


Naturt  of  OflRmcct. 


complaint  by  the  manager  of  an 
estate  against  four  labourers,  for 
taking  away  their  tools  on  quitting 
for  another  employ, 
complaint  preferred  by  a  labourer 
against  his  mani^;er  for  the  re- 
covery of  wages. 

1  complaint  preferred  by  a  labourer 
against  his  manager  &r  the  re- 
covery of  wages. 

2  complaints  preferred  by  labourers 
against  wood-cutters  for  the  re- 
covery of  wages. 

2  disputed  wages  accounts  between 
master  carpenters  and  their  jour- 
neymen. 

3  complaints  preferred  by  journey- 
men carpenters  against  a  secondary 
class  of  master  carpenter,  for  the 
recovery  of  wages, 
complaints  by  plantation  labourers 
against  their  managers  to  recover 
wages. 

1  complaint  preferred  by  a  labourer 
against  a  task-gang  manager  to 
recover  wages. 

3  complaints  preferred  by  labourers 
against  their  managers  for  arrears 
of  wages. 

1  complaint  by  manager  against  two 
labourers,  alleging  that  they  re- 
fused to  quit,  though  duly  dis- 
charged from  the  estate, 
complaint  preferred  by  the  ma- 
nager of  an  estate  against  two  cow- 
herds who,  from  neglect  of  duty, 
had  occasioned  the  kss  of  a  cow, 
and  injury  to  other  cattle, 
instituted  for  the  recovery  of  wages 
by    jobbing    carpenters    against 
master  carpenters, 
complaint  preferred  by  a  wood- 
cutter against  a  carpenter  for  non- 
payment of  the  sum  i^;reed  upon 
for  work  performed, 
labourer  char^  his  manager  with 
preventing  him  from  reaping  his 
ground  provisions. 

1  labourer  against  planter,  to  recover 
wages. 

1  planter  against  labourer,  charging 
iiim  with  illegally  taking  away 
some  boards  from  a  house. 

1  labourer  against  planter,  for  de- 

I    taining  a  bunch  of  plantains,  sus- 


How  diflpoted  o£ 


Ordered  to  return  them. 


Dismissed  on  the  evidence  of  the 
pay-books;  magistrate  ordered  to 
take  further  evidence. 

Judgment  for  amount  claimed,  12]^ 
dollars. 

One  dismissed;  the  other  abutted 
to  the  complainant's  satis&ctkm. 

Adjusted,  and  the  amount  paid. 


Judgment  in  favour  of  complainants, 
and,  in  default  of  funds,  warrant 
issued  to  distrain. 

One  dismissed ;  the  other  paid  with 
suitable  compensation  for  lost  time. 

No  one  appeared  to  proaecnte. 

One  disproved  and  dismissed ;  in  the 
other  two,  awards  according  to  the 
amounts  due. 

Ordered  to  quit  withm  five  days. 


Compromised  on  payment  of  3/.  Is,  Id. 
to  the  complainant. 


Awards  made  in  fiivour  of  complaiu 
ants,  with  suitable  compensation 
for  lost  time. 

Payment  ordered,  with  two  dollars 
compensatiou  for  time  lost  prefer- 
ring complaint 

Charge  denied ;  order  given  to  offer 
no  obstruction  to  the  complainant. 

Judgment  in  favour  of  complafaiant 

Restitution  of  the  boards  ordo'ed. 


The  accused  reprimanded  for  his  of- 
ficiousness. 
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BRITISH  GUIANA 


Magiitntet. 


K.  Heyland. 
(Georgetown  dif- 
trict.) 


No.  of 


53 


Nature  of  OIKnioM* 


1  labourer  against  planter,  to  recover  None  due  {  caae  diimiMed. 

wagea. 
1  complaint  between  two  carpenten  lAmount  claimed  ordered  to  be  paid« 


for  wages. 

1  labourer  agaimt  planter,  for  hire 
of  a  boat  > 

49  disputed  wages  accounts,  town 
inhabitants. 

2  carpenters' apprentice  boys  against 
their  masters,  for  ill  usage. 

1  complaint  preferred  by  a  plenter 
against  two  labourers,  who  had 
engaged  to  work  for  him  and  after- 
wards refused  to  do  so. 


How  disposed  of. 


Settled  to  complainant's  satisfaction. 

15  dismissed,  2  settled  out  of  court; 

32  adjusted. 
One  di4»ovttd;   the  other  partially 

substantiated,    and    two     dollars 

awarded  to  complainant 
Dttmissed. 


Summary  of  the  Stipendiary  Magiatratea'  Records  of  CSomplaint  for  the  month  of  July, 

lo4I. 

Messrs.  Stipendiary  Justices  MacLeod,  Coleman,  De  Groot,  and'Whinfield,  report  that 
they  had  no  complaints  between  masters  and  servants  preferred  before  them  during  tne  month 
of  July. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Lyons*  record  contains  two  cases ;  the  first  a  complaint  preferred 
by  the  manager  of  an  estate  against  four  labourers,  charging  them  with  taking  away  their 
tools  upon  leaving  the  Dropertv,  the  said  tools  being  the  property  of  the  landlord;  the 
accused  parties  admonisnea :  the  other  is  a  complaint  preferred  by  a  labourer  against  his 
manager  for  the  recovery  of  wages  which,  according  to  the  pay-book,  appeared  to  have  been 
paid,  and  the  case  was  dismissed.  The  magistrate  has  however  been  durected  to  resume  his 
proceedings  and  to  take  further  evidence. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Allen's  record  contains  one  case,  a  complaint  preferred  by  a 
labourer  against  his  employer,  charging  him  with  withholding  a  portion  of  his  wages.  The 
excuse,  in  defence,  was,  that  a  counter  claim  existed  against  him  in  the  shape  of  a  shop  or 
store  account,  but  this  not  being  persisted  in  as  a  set-off  against  his  wages,  the  matter  was 
amicably  setded,  and  twelve  dollars  and  a  half,  the  amount  claimed,  pedd  to  the  complainant* 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Ball's  record  contains  four  cases,  of  which  two  are  complaints 

5 referred  by  labourers  against  wood-cutters  for  the  recovery  of  wages,  of  which  one  was 
ismissed  and  the  other  adjusted  to  the  complainant's  satisfaction.  The  remaining  two  cases 
were  compkunts  between  master-carpenters  and  their  journeymen,  in  both  of  which  awards 
were  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  complaining  parties. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Miu^*s  record  contains  six  cases,  of  which  three  were  preferred  by 
journeymen  carpenters  against  a  secondary  class  of  master  carpenters  for  the  recovery  of 
wages,  in  all  of  which  it  became  necessary  to  distrain  for  want  of  sufficient  funds.  Two  of 
the  remaining  three  cases  were  complaints  preferred  by  labourers  against  their  managers  to 
recover  arrears  of  wa£es,  one  of  which  was  dismissed  and  the  other  forthwith  settled,  with  a 
reasonable  compensation  for  the  time  lost  attending  before  the  magistrate.  The  last  case  is  a 
complaint  preferred  by  a  labourer  against  a  task-gang  manager  for  the  recovery  of  wages, 
which  fell  to  the  ground  in  eonsequence  of  no  one  appearing  to  substantiate  the  charge  on  the 
day  appointed  Gmt  its  investigation. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  MacLennan's  record  contains  five  cases,  of  which  three  were  com* 

Slaints  preferred  by  plantation  labourers  against  their  managers  for  the  recovery  of  balances 
ue  upon  wages*  accounts,  one  of  which  was  disproved  and  dismissed,  and  in  the  others  awards 
made  according  to  the  amounts  proved  to  be  due.  Of  the  remaining  two  complaints  one  was 
preferred  by  the  manager  of  an  estate  against  two  labourers,  whom  he  alleged  refiised  to 
remove  themselves  from  the  property  from  whence  they  had  been  duly  discharged.  The 
magistrate  ordered  their  removal  within  five  days  under  pain  of  ejectment.  The  other  case 
was  against  two  cowherds  by  their  employer  for  improper  conduct  and  neglect  of  duty, 
whereby  a  cow  of  the  value  of  11/.  was  drowned  and  other  cattle  much  injured.  The  accused 
denied  that  they  had  neglected  their  duty,  but  upon  proof  of  the  fact  bein^  established  offered 
to  pay  14  dollars  67  cents,  each,  which  was  accepted  by  the  complamant  and  the  case 
terminated. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Ware's  record  contains  six  complaints,  all  instituted  for  the 
recovery  of  wages,  of  which  five  were  between  master  carpenters  and  jobbing  car[)enters,  and 
one  was  preferred  by  a  wood-cutter  against  a  carpenter ;  m  all  awards  were  made  in  favour  of 
the  complainants,  with  suitable  compensation  for  the  time  they  had  lost  in  preferring  and  sub 
stantiating  their  claims. 

Mr.  Acting  Stipendiary  Justice  Sandiford's  record  contains  ei^ht  cases.  The  first  is  a  com- 
plaint preferred  by  a  labourer  against  his  manager,  charging  him  with  refusing  to  allow  him 
to  reap  his  ground  provisions ;  the  accused  denied  the  charge,  and  was  support^  by  evidence 
to  the  same  effect.  The  complainant's  statement  was  also  corroborated  by  his  reputed  wife ; 
and  the  case  resulted  in  an  order  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  reap  his  crop  unmolested* 
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62  PAPEES  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

BRITISH  GUIANA  The  second  case  was  kr  the  vecorery  of  wages  bj  a  labourer  agaiaat  his  enf^loyer,  a  planter, 
^'—  wbo^ppodueed  a  coMoter  claiiu  indavaat  ia  tbe  question,  and  aa  award  was  mado  im  faynr  «f 

the  complainant  The  third  is  a  complaint  preferred  by  the  manager  of  an  estate  against  a 
labourer,  charging  him  with  destroying  ana  removing  certain  boards^  tfte  property  of  com- 
plainant. The  accused  had  no  defence,  and  was  ordered  to  make  restitution.  In  the  fourth 
case  the  oamplainant  is  a  plantation  labourer,  who  accuses  the  manaj?er  with  detaining  a 
bunch  of  plantains  on  suspicion  that  it  was  stolen ;  for  which  piece  of  oflBciousness  he  was 
rqmvMmded  by  the  magistrate  and  ordered  to  restore  the  property.  The  next  or  fifth  com* 
plaint  in  this  record  was  instituted  by  three  labourers  who  had  recently  purchased  some  lots 
of  land,  for  the  purpose  of  having  an  objectionable  clause  expunged  from  their  bill  of  sale, 
whereby  the  seller  had  attempted  to  secure  for  himself  a  prefer^ice  of  their  services  whenever 
they  might  think  fit  to  employ  themselves  as  plantation  labourers.  The  clause  was  acoord- 
ingly  cancelled  as  illegal  The  sixth  case  is  a  complaint  iH*eferred  by  a  labourer  against  his 
manager  for  the  recovery  of  wages  alleged  to  be  due.  Tne  evidence  proved  that  the  com- 
plainant bad  received  lus  wa^^,  and  tne  case  was  dismissed.  The  seventh  case  was  for  the 
recovery  of  wages  betw^n  two  carpenters,  in  which  an  award  was  made  for  the  amount 
claimed.  The  last  case  in  this  record  is  a  complaint  preferred  by  a  female  labourer  against 
the  manager  of  an  estate,  charging  him  with  not  harasg  fiilfilled  an  agreement  entered  into 
for  the  hire  of  a  boat.  Claim  admitted,  and  the  case  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  com- 
plainant. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Heyland's  record  for  the  Georgetown  district  contains  fifty-two  cases, 
limited  to  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  seamen  in  the  harbour,  but  principaUy  between  artificers 
and  tradespeople.  Forty-nine  of  these  are  complaints  preferred  for  the  recovery  of  wages,  of 
which  fifteen  were  dismissed,  parties  not  appearing ;  two  were  settled  out  of  court,  and  the 
remainder  variously  adjusted  according  to  tne  evidence.  Of  the  remaining  three  cases,  two 
were  preferred  by  carpenters*  apprenticed  boys,  charging  their  masters  with  ill-usage  in  point 
of  food  and  clothing ;  of  which  one  was  disproved  and  dismissed,  and  in  the  other,  which  was 
partially  substantiated,  an  award  was  made  in  favour  of  the  complainant  ibr  the  sum  of  two 
ddllars.  The  last  case  is  a  eomplaint  preferred  by  the'  proprietor  of  a  sugar  plantation, 
charging  two  labourers  with  having  agreed  to  work  for  him  aad  afterwards  refusing  to  do  so : 
case  dismissed. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

W.  B.  WoLSELKY,  Circuit  Stipendiary  Magistrate, 
f  No  returns  received  to  date  from  Messrs.  Stipendiary  Justices  Strutt  and  Brittain. 

W.  B.  WOLSELET. 

August  20th,  1841. 

(No.  1110  No.  29. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  JoHir  Russeljl* 
My  Lord)  GovemmeDt  House,  Demerara,  August  21,  1841, 

No.  29.  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Brittain*8 

not  yet  received,  the  stipendiary  magistrates'  half  yearly  reports  as  directed  by 
your  Lordship's  Despatch,  No.  191,  date  22  April. 

They  are  generally  satisfactory,  some  of  the  returns  assert,  that  while  the 
mortality  is  less  amongst  the  adults  than  formerly,  it  is  greater  amongst 
children. 

This  is  very  contrary  to  the  experience  of  Dr.  Smith  and  others,  whose 
opinion  is  at  variance  with  that  expressed  in  the  retoms. 

The  opinions  relative  to  the  crops  of  this  year,  in  comparison  with  the 
last  are  different,  but  most  of  the  returns  state  that  from  the  superior  cul- 
tivation of  this  year,  the  crops  of  the  next  will  be  larger. 

In  every  return  will  be  seen  the  progressive  improvement  in  the  condition 
of  the  peasantry. 

X  have  ^c 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell,        (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT^ 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  ]>  in  No.  29. 


SnpBNDiART   Magistrate's   Half- Yearly   Report,  ending  the  SOdi  of   June,   1841^   from 

District  A^  in  the  County  of  Denrarara. 

End.  1.  in  No.  29.  No.  I.  General  Character  and  Condition  of  the  Peasantry, 
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the  latter  very  numerous.    There  are  in  thie  dktriet  tw^  churches  and  two  schools  under  the  fiRITISH  OXJIANA 

prMbytorian  minUtry*  and  the  saneie  number  under  Ihe  Wesleyan ;  the  former  are  supported 

partly  by  a  grant  from  the  oolony,  and  partly  by  the  parents  of  the  children  educated ;  the 

faTter  principally  by  the  emancipated  classes  themselves ;  the  rate  of  mertalky  has  been  about 

one-third  less  since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship ;  I  do  not  consider  that  crime  has 

increased  either  in  frequency  or  atrocity,  although  more  cases  may  have  been  brought  to  Tight. 


Noi  II.  RelatuMH  between  the  Peasantry  aad  the  Proprietors, 

Adverting  especially  to  the  comfitions  of  tenancy  on  estates — to  the  progress  of  the  labourers 
in  establishing  themselves  as  freeholders — to  the  rising  up  of  new  hamlets  and  villages, 
and  the  efiect  which  these  changes  are  supposed  to  have  upon  the  supply  of  labour  for 
the  cultivation  of  the  staple  poduce  of  the  colony. 

Hitherto  the  peasantry  in  this  district  have  been  provided  with  houses,  or  tenements  by  the 
proprietors  rent  free,  as  wdl  as  land,  if  they  require  it,  to  cultivate  for  their  own  profit.  The 
progress  of  the  labourers^  in  this  district^  in  establishing  themselves  as  &eeh<dders,  nas  not  been 
very  considerable ;  nor  have  there  been  any  hamlets  or  villages  erected,  but  many  small 
cottages  have  been  built  by  the  peasantry  on  small  pieces  of  land  purchased  by  theiB»  and 
these  changes^  in  proportion  to  their  extent,  have  tended  to  dimiiiisb  the  supply  of  labour  for 
the  cultivation  of  tne  staple  produce  of  the  colony. 


No.  III.  New  Institutions, 
As  churches — schools — savings*  banks — benefit  societies,  &c. 

Since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship,  there  have  been  two  new  chapels  (used  also  as 
school-rooms)  erected  m  this  district  under  the  Wesleyan  ministry;  the  expense  of  which  has 
been  priacipiJly  Hiet  by  the  peasantry ;  one  of  them  cost  2,331  «kiUars. 

There  is  <aily  one  estete  in  this  district  where  there  is  a  regular  school,  and  that  is  sup- 
ported by  the  proprietor.  As  yet,  there  are  no  savings'  banks  or  benefit  societies  established  in 
this  district. 


No.  ly.  State  and  Prospects  of  Cultivation, 

Noticing  the  supply  of  laboiu*  and  the  rate  of  wages — the  produce  of  the  last  crop,  and  the 

promise  of  the  next — the  weather,  &c. 

The  supply  of  labour  in  this  dittriet  is  not  adequate  to  the  demand  by  about  one-third ;  the 
rate  of  wages  is  upon  an  average  half  a  dollar  per  diem  for  five  or  six  hours  woric ;  and  many 
labourers  are  able  to  earn  a  dollar  per  day.  There  are  11  sugar  estates  in  this  district,  and 
the  produce  of  the  last  CDop 


1,608  hogsheads  of  sugar,  1 

59^409  gaUons  of  molasses,  and     > 

1 1 5, 162  gallons  of  rum.  J 


The  crop  ending  the  Slst  December,  1840. 
115,162  gallons  of  rum.  J 

The  produce  of  the  next  crop  is  expected  to  be — 

1,452  hogsheads  of  sugar,  | 

54,419  gallons  of  molasses,  and     >  The  crop  ending  the  Slst  December,  1841. 
99>112  gallons  o£  rum.  J 

The  estates  on  which  cotton  and  coffee  were  formerly  cultivated,  are  either  abandoned  or 
turned  into  cattle  farmsw 

The  weather  has  been  very  favourable  for  cultivation. 


No.  V.  Improvements  and  Discoveries, 

As^  for  instance,  any  new  machine,  by  which  labour  is  saved — any  improved  method  of  cul- 
tivation, and  new  manufacture,  &c. 

No  impiwements  or  diacoverie^  of  the  above  nature  have  been  introduced  into  this  district, 
ttnoe  the  diesolution  of  the  apprenticeship. 


No.  VI.  State  of  Internal  Traffic 
Noticing  the  sort  of  goods  which  are  most  in  demand. 
Internal  traffic  has  greatly  increased ;  three  new  stores  have  been  opened  in  this  district, 
since  the  dissolution  of  the  a]q^ntioedbip  ;  and  the  sort  of  goods  most  in  demand  are, — osna- 
burghs,  salampores,  checks,  penistones,  hats,  bonnets,  caps,  shoes,  hams,  pork  and  beef,  porter, 
beer,  tobacco,  butter,  candles,  soap,  low  priced  linens,  calicoes,  and  handkerchiefs  of  all  sorts, 
loaf-sugar,  crockery  and  tin  ware,  knives,  forks,  and  glass  of  all  kinds. 

Thomas  Coleman, 

Stipendiary  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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BRITISHGUIAKA  Enclowre  2,  in  No.  29. 

Stipendiary   Magistrate'*  Half  Yearly  Report,  ending  30th  day  of  June,   1841,  from 
EncL  2,  in  No.  29.  District  Lower  A.  in  the  County  of  Demerara. 

No.  I.  General  Character  and  Condition  of  the  Peasantry, 

Noticing  any  changes  observable  since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship,  in  their  manners — 
habits-— or  tastes — in  the  rate  of  mortality— or  in  the  nature  and  frequency  of  offences. 

A  residence  of  six  years  in  this  part  of  British  Guiana  enables  me  to  state  that  the  peasantry, 
as  a  body,  with  reference  to  their  general  character  and  condition  can  boldly  challenge  com- 
parison with  the  happiest  and  best  paid  labourers  of  the  most  fertile  districts  in  England  ;  a 
disinterested  individual  indeed,  afler  the  best  and  minutest  enquiry  into  the  opportunities  and 
advantages  possessed  by  the  labourers  at  home  and  here,  must  without  more  than  a  moment's 
reflection  decide  that  the  latter  are  considerably  the  best  off.  The  work  of  a  labourer  here  is 
light, — ^the  time  occupied  in  its  performance  short, — and  the  remuneration  high, — ^in  England, 
the  labourers'  task  is  long  and  weary  and  its  remuneration  small ;  hundreds  of  labourers  earn 
daily  in  my  district  their  dollar  or  4s,  2d,  sterling  each  by  12  o'clock  at  noon,  having  no  house 
rent  to  pay,  with  gratuitous  schooling  for  their  children,  and  when  sick,  medical  attendance, 
llie  mower  or  reaper  at  home  has  to  fag  from  sun-rise  to  sun-set  and  then  thankfully  receives 
1*.  6d.  or  2*.  6d 

Since  the  termination  of  the  apprenticeship,  the  manners,  habits,  and  tastes  of  the  labourers 
have  perceptibly  improved, — they  are  more  civil  to,  and  confiding  in^  those  in  authority, — ^they 
know  the  laws  to  be  strong  for  their  protection,  and  that  those  laws  when  occasion  requires, 
are  zealously  enforced ;  with  advantages  like  these  the  habits  of  the  labouring  population  are 
rapidly  improving,  civilization  fast  progressing,  and  I  am  bound  to  add  crime  not  mcreasing. 


No.  11.  Relations  between  the  Peasantry  and  the  Proprietors, 

Adverting  especially  to  the  conditions  of  tenancy  on  estates — to  the  progress  of  the  labourers 
in  establishing  themselves  as  freeholders— to  the  rising  up  of  new  hamlets  and  villages, 
and  the  effect  which  these  changes  are  supposed  to  have  upon  the  supply  of  labour  for 
the  cultivation  of  the  staple  produce  of  the  colony. 

llie  labourers  residing  upon  estates  are  provided  with  comfortable  houses  for  which  they 
pay  no  rent ;  their  right  of  occupancy  ceases  however  so  soon  as  they  cease  to  labour  for 
the  plantation ;  in  the  event  of  a  labourer  giving  or  receiving  his  discharge,  sufficient  time  is 
allowed  to  the  party  quitting  to  remove  his  furniture,  &c.  with  ease  and  convenience,  and 
should  he  happen  to  have  provisions  growing  in  land  previously  apportioned  to  him,  he  is 
entitled  to  sell  the  same  or  to  reap  them  as  he  thinks  fit,  and  ample  time  is  granted  by  the 
magistrate  for  them  to  arrive  at  perfection  should  he  prefer  reaping  them  when  at  ma- 
turity. 

Tne  labourers  evince  a  great  desire  and  are  making  great  efiforts  to  become  small  free- 
holders ;  half  an  acre  of  land  amply  gratifies  their  wants  and  wishes,  and  this  quantity  they 
can  usually  purchase  in  good  situations  for  from  70  to  100  dollars,  or,  in  other  words,  by  the 
saving  of  six  or  nine  months  industry. 

Small  villages  and  hamlets  are  greatly  on  the  increase,  and  the  country  along  the  public 
roads  has  assumed  a  degree  of  cheerfulness  and  contentment  never  before  seen  in  the  colony. 

It  was  at  one  time  thought  (and  I  was  of  that  opinion)  that  as  the  labourers  became  possessed 
of  land  so  would  the  supply  of  labour  on  estates  be  diminished,  not  for  a  time  but  for  a  con- 
tinuance; my  experience  has -led  me  to  a  widely  different  conclusion ;  when  a  labourer  first 
Eurchases  a  piece  of  land,  he  devotes  all  his  energies  for  two  or  three  months  to  build  hb 
ouse  and  plant  his  ground ;  this  done  he  returns  to  work  on  the  estate  from  whence  he  came 
or  he  seeks  employment  near  his  home.  At  this  hour  the  Victoria  proprietors  turn  out  daily 
in  gangs  to  the  neighbouring  plantations,  and  do  more  work  than  ever  they  did  in  the  appren- 
ticeship. 

No.  III.  New  Institutions, 
As  churches — schools — savings*  banks— -benefit  societies,  &c. 

Mine  being  a  rural  district,  I  cannot  report  the  existence  of  any  savings'  banks  or  benefit 
societies  among  us,  but  I  have  the  pleasure  to  state  that  schools  are  increasing  and  churches 
and  chapels  building  and  enlarging ;  on  nearly  every  plantation  there  is  a  school,  and  at 
intervals  of  four  or  five  miles  a  church  or  chapel,  and  these  on  Sunday  (I  can  testify)  are 
crowded  to  excess. 

The  schoolmasters  are  for  the  most  part  hard  working  and  unwearying  and  the  clergymen 
pious,  zealous,  and  exemplary. 

In  no  colony  imder  the  British  Crown  are  the  religious  advantages  of  the  inhabitants 
greater  than  in  this,  and  in  no  country  I  may  add,  are  they  more  thankfidly  acknowledged 
and  appreciated. 

No.  IV.  Slate  and  Prospects  of  Cultivation. 

Digitized  by  vnOOQlC 


AFFAIRS  OF  BRITISH  GUIANA,  65 

its  resources  are  unknown  and  its  capability  underrated.     It  may  be  considered  visionary  to  BRITISH  GUIANA. 

state  that  this  country  could  if  it  be  supplied  with  agricultural  labourers^  yield  to  Great  

Britain  all  she  can  ever  want  of  tropical  productions,  yet  this  is  fact  Sugar,  coffee, 
cotton,  the  rice  of  Africa  and  the  east,  the  spices,  dyes,  and  gums  of  India  and  Arabia,  the 
tea  of  China,  the  tobacco  of  Virginia,  sJl  grow  here  with  a  healthiness,  vigour,  and  increase, 
that  cannot  be  surpassed  in  any  quarter  of  the  globe. 

The  wages  paid  for  an  ordinary  day  labour,  vary  from  five  to  six  bitts,  or  from  1^.  9d.  to 
2s.  2d.  English;  the  task  for  which  this  sum  is  paid  is  usually  finished  by  12  o'clock  at  noon  ; 
hundreds  of  labourers  then  do  what  is  called  extra  work,  for  which  they  get  paid  in  proportion 
to  the  quantity  done. 

The  sugar  cultivation  suffered  much  during  the  last  long  rainy  season  and  the  canes  now 
being  cut  yield  badly ;  there  will  be  however  a  great  quantity  of  sugar  made  here  during  the 
last  five  months  of  the  year»  the  canes  coming  in  at  that  time  not  having  been  injured  to  the 
extent  or  by  the  circumstances  before  quoted. 


No.  V.  Improvements  and  Discoveries, 

As,  for  instance,  any  new  machine,  by  which  labour  is  saved — any  improved  method  of 

cultivation,  and  new  manufacture,  &c. 

Six  years  ago  there  was  only  one  cane  carrier  and  megass  elevator  in  my  district,  now 
however  every  plantation  possesses  one  or  both,  thus  the  hardest  kind  of  work  imposed  upon 
the  labourer  formerly,  is  now  performed  by  machinery,  and  the  hands  then  so  employed  are 
rendered  now  available  in  the  cane-field. 

I  know  of  no  recent  improvement  in  the  method  of  cultivation  but  it  seems  to  me  to  be  in 
many  ways  capable  of  great  improvement ;  as  labour  becomes  scarce  or  dear  so  will  the  in- 
ventive genius  of  man  from  time  to  time  supply  the  deficiency  by  machinery. 


No.  VI.  State  of  Internal  Traffic, 

Noticing  the  sort  of  goods  which  are  most  in  demand. 

As  the  peasantry  progress  in  civilization  so  do  their  wants,  whether  real  or  artificial,  multiply 
and  accumulate.  I  remember  the  time  when  there  was  no  store  or  shop  in  my  district. 
The  labourer  wore  the  clothing  supplied  to  him  and  eat  the  food  issued  to  him  by  his  master ; 
now  there  are  respectable  shops  established  in  the  neighbourhood  of  every  estate,  and  from 
these  the  labourer  from  time  to  time  purchases  for  himself  and  family  a  supply  of  European 
clothing,  boots,  shoes,  &c.«  and  also  his  porter,*  beer,  hams,  bacon,  soap,  candles,  &c.  &c ; 
four-fifths  of  these  articles  he  never  saw  or  heard  of  in  the  days  of  slavery,  but  they  have  now 
become  actual  wants,  and  to  supply  these  wants  he  and  his  offitpring  are  led  to  the  willing 
pursuit  of  habits  of  industry. 

Witness  my  hand  this  30th  day  of  June,  1841. 

C.  H.  Strdtt, 

StipMidiary  Mag^istrate. 


Enclosure  3,  in  No.  29. 

Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Half  Yearly  Report,  ending  the  30th  June,  1841,  from  District  B,    Bod.  3,  in  No.  29. 

in  the  County  of  Demerara. 
No.  I.  General  Character  und  Condition  of  the  Peasantry, 
Noticing  any  changes  observable  since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship,  in  their  manners — 
habits— or  tastes — ^in  the  rate  of  mortality^-or  in  the  nature  and  frequency  of  offences. 
That  they  appear  more  inclined  to  good  order  and  industry. 
Their  habits  and  tastes  are  similar  to  what  they  were  during  the  apprenticeship. 
The  mortality  has  not  been  so  great. 

Petty  offences  committed  among  themselves,  such  as  assaults,  stealing  considerably  on  the 
decline. 


No.  II.  Relations  between  the  Peasantry  and  the  Proprietors, 
Adverting  especially  to  the  conditions  of  tenancy  on  estates — ^to  the  progress  of  th§  labourers 
in  establishing  themselves  as  freeholders — to  the  rising  up  of  new  hamlets  and  villages, 
and  the  effect  which  these  changes  are  supposed  to  have  upon  the  supply  of  labour  for 
the  cultivation  of  the  staple  produce  of  the  colony. 

In  this  district  I  know  of  no  tenancy.  The  progress  of  establishing  is  on  the  increase. 
There  is  only  om  hamlet  raising  up  (yhristiani's  burgh  ;  as  yet  it  has  had  no  effect  whatever 
upon  the  supply  of  labour  for  the  cultivation  or  staple  produce  of  the  colony. 


No.  III.  New  Institutions, 
As  churches — schools — savings'  banks — benefit  societies,  &c. 
The  parish  church  of  St.  Paul's  is  repairing,  has  been  new  paved  and  much  enlarged  by  an 
addition  of  two  wings.    Chapel  of  ease  to  the  above  at  Plantation  Friendship.     A  London 
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BBTnSH  GfUIANA  misaonar]^  witih  a  hffr^  and  girk*  school  on  Plantation  Montrose^  London  MisBiomrf  dntpol 
■■""  erected  tniB  year  on  Plantation  LinyBan. 

No.  IV.  State  and  Prospects  of  Cnltimtion, 

Noticing  the  supply  of  labour  and  the  rate  «f  wages — the  pradooe  of  tko  last  cropw  «m1  the 

promise  of  the  next — the  weather,  flee. 

The  suppty  of  labour  has  been  more  regular  than  heretofore. 
And  the  rate  of  wages  from  40  to  50  cents,  per  day  according  to  fhe  woiL 
The  produce  of  the  last  crop  was  a  fair  average  crop,  promises  to  be  good^  ihd  weather 
favourable. 


No.  V.  Improvements  and  Disooveriest 

As,  for  instance,  any  new  machine,  by  which  labour  is  saved — any  improved  method  of 

cultivation,  and  new  manufacture,  &c. 

There  are  two  new  maclunes  in  progress,  one  for  the  excavation  of  canals  or  trenches  and 
one  for  the  carriage  of  dry  megass,  oy  whidi  it  is  hoped  much  manual  labour  w31  be  saved. 
No  improved  method  of  curavation  has  taken  place,  or  any  new  manufacture. 


No.  VI.  State  of  Internal  Tnrfic, 

Noticing  the  sort  of  goods  which  are  most  in  demand. 
Hie  goods,  dry  foods,  such  as  Manchester  stuffii,  pork,  salt  fish,  &;c. 

A.  M.  LTom, 

30th  June,  1841.  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  District  B. 


Enclosure  4,  in  No.  29. 

End.  4,  in  No.  29.      Stipsmdurt  Magistrate's  Half  Yearly  Report,  ending  1st  July,  1841,  b^m  Distnct  C>  in 

the  county  of  Demerara. 

No.  I.  General  Character  and  Condition  of  the  Peasantry, 

Noticing  any  changes  observable  sauce  the  dissolution  of  the  apprentice^p,  in  their  manners, 
habits — or  tastes — in  the  rate  of  mortality — or  in  the  nature  and  frequency  of  oflfences. 

Manners  more  free,  yet  particulaiiy  obedient  to  the  constituted  authorities,  with  a  perfect 
reliance  on  them ;  taste  for  display,  and  the  luxuries  of  life  increased,  hospitable  and  kind. 
Population  on  the  increase.  OflTences  chiefly  assaults  of  an  ordinary  character ;  some  few 
robberies  of  dwelling  houses  and  stores,  and  petty  thefts,  shoplifling,  Sec. 


No.  II. — Relations  between  the  Peasantry  and  the  Proprietors, 

Adverting  especially  to  the  conditions  of  tenancy  on  estates — ^to  the  progress  of  the  labourers 
in  establbhing  themselves  as  freeholders — to  the  rising  up  of  new  hamlets  [and  villages, 
and  the  effect  which  these  changes  are  supposed  to  have  upon  the  supply  of  labour  for 
the  cultivation  of  the  staple  produce  of  the  colony. 

Labourers,  chiefly  tenants  at  will,  provided  with  rooms  or  parts  of  cottages  by  the  pro- 
prietors rent  free,  with  medical  atteoKknee,  as  part  condition  of  their  wages.  A  new  town, 
called  Freeburg,  has  arisen  in  one  of  the  suburbs  of  the  capital,  Georgetown,  which  has  ki 
some  measure  affected  the  continiu)us  supply  of  labour  for  tne  cukivation  of  the  staple  com- 
modity on  the  neighbouring  estates;  yet  many  labourers  work  on  the  near  estates  to  town  from 
it — though  this  supply  of  labour  is  not  regular  or  to  be  relied  on. 

No.  III. — New  InfltitutioBB, 

As  chiurches — schools — saving'  banks — benefit  societies,  &c. 

A  savings*  bank  has  been  established. 

NoTB. — The  only  savings*  bank  is  that  in  Georgetown,  established  by  ordinance,  dated  1st 
March,  182o.  The  deposits  at  the  present  time  amount  to  a  httle  more  than  5,000/. 
sterling,  and  have  not  varied  to  any  extent  for  the  last  three  years, 

W.  B.  WOLSBLBT. 


No.  rV. — State  and  prospects  of  Cultivation, 

Noticing  the  supply  of  labour  and  the  rate  of  wages — the  produce  of  the  last  crop,  and  the 
promise  of  the  next — the  weather,  ficc. 

Supply  of  labour  limited,  but  gradually  increasing  by  means  of  immigration.  Rate  of  wages, 
one  third  of  a  dollar  for  a  task  of  seven  and  a  half  hours,  frequently  concluded  in  four,  an 
industrious  person  easily  earning  half  a  dollar  per  diem.  Last  crop,  the  best  since  the  termina- 
tion of  the  apprenticeship.  The  present  crop  expected  not  to  reach  the  amount  of  the  last. 
Weather  most  propitious. 
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No.  V*^ — ImpieovseiBMts  aad  Dbcavenetw  BSIXIBH  GUIANA 

A^  hr  instanee,  any  maw  BAcfa»e,  hf  which  labour  is  saTed — aagr  impvttred  mdthod  of  euUi-  ""^ 

vaftk)!!^  and  qbw  maMifactttre^  &c; 

A  steam  ezcafater^  tor  tfie  purpose  of  elaana^  the  eaeaUer  BMrigaUb  cittak. 


N^  Yl.^  State  of  Internal  Traffii^ 

Noticing  the  sort  of  goods  which  are  most  in  demand. 

The  coarser  kinds  of  Manchester  manufactures^  salted  provisbns  of  all  kinds,  leather  manu- 
factures, and  ready  made  clothing  o£  all  kinds. 

W.    J.   SiLKDIFORD, 

Stipendiary  Justice  of  the  Peace,  District  C. 


Enclosure  5,  in  No.  29. 


Stipshdiakt  Magistrate^'s  Half  Yearly  Report,  ending  30th  June,  1841,  from  District  D,  in    End.  5,  in  No.  29. 

the  county  of  Demerara. 

No.  I. — General  Character  and  Condition  of  the  Peasantry, 

Noticing  any  changes  observable  since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship,  in  their  manners 
— hstlnHa — or  tasle^— 4n  tke  rate  of  mortality— or  in  the  nature  and  frequency  of  oflenees^ 
An  improvement  has  certainly  taken  place  in  their  habits,  manners,  and  tastes ;  they  have 
become  acquainted  with  their  rights  as  freemen,  and  are  tenaciou^on  that  head.  They  attend 
wMit  wmnbif  with  regnkrity>  and  are^  anxioiift  regafdiag  the  {educatioa;  of  their  cbikbea. 
Witk  advanced  leons^  their  desire  to  obtain  the  canCorta  and  buuuks,  with,  wkich  they 
observe  those  they  look  upoa  as  their  superiors  surrounded^  has  increased*  The  obligation  of 
an  oath  ia  not  fiuly  undostood  i  although  of  direct  perjury  they  are  rarely  guilty,  yet  they 
often  endeavour  to  mislead  by  partial  statements,  &c.  Marriages  are  frequent ;  but  its  obli- 
gations are  not  always  re^uded — ^the  example  of  the  higher  classes  is  not  calculated  to  raise 
UiB  tone  of  morali^  in  this  respect.  It  is  the  general  opinion  that  the  rate  of  mortality  haa 
deereased.     Tha  o&ncea  of  petty  theft^  and  trivial  assaults  are  frequent. 


No.  II. — Relations  between  the  Peasantry  and  the  P^i^^tors^ 

Adverting  especially  to  the  oonditions  of  tenancy  on  estates^ — to  the  proerees  of  the  labQuwtts 
in  establishing  themselves  as  freeholders — to  the  rising  up  of  new  hamlets  and  villages, 
and  the  effect  which  these  changes  are  supposed  to  have  upon  the  supply  of  labour  for 
the  cultivation  of  the^  sAjafie  prowce  of  th&  colony. 

The  60ttages  on  estates  are  occupied  upon  conditions  of  service ;  the  vkrht  of  occupancy 
me^  be  bcougfal'to  atenHinatioa  at  any  time  by  ^iber  master  or  servant  Tim  baa  led  many 
hJhourwcs  to  establii^  thenneLveson  freeholds)  &e.,  and  ta  theri»ng  iip  of  hambls  and  villages^ 
of  which  there  are  three  in  this  district,  and  each  is  incKeasiB|r  in  extent  and  pepidation.  The 
supply  of  labour  for  the  cultivation  of  the  staples  is  diminished  by  these  means ;  it  is  hoped, 
however,  that  the  gap  thus  made  will  be  filled  up  by  means  of  immigration.  I  would  not  be 
understood  to  say  that  all  persons  so  establishing  themselves  have  ceased  to  employ  themselves 
on  estates ;  but  me  subordinate  members  of  ttieir  families  have. 


N^.  III. — New  Institutions, 
As  churches — schools — savings^  banks — benefit  societies^  &c. 

There  are  in  this  district  two  established  churches,  and  one  London  mission. 

Four  schools  are  under  the  superintendence  of  the  jsstablished  clergy  and  one  under  the 
minister  of  the  mission. 

There  are  alsa  two  other  schools,,  one  under  the  supeFinbendentte  of  ant  Independent  minister, 
and  the  other  of  thn  Mieo  charity. 

There  are  na  savings'  banks  or  boiefit  societies  of  ai^  description. 


No.  IV^ — State  and  Prospects  of  Cultivation, 

Notidng  the  supply  of  labour  and  the  rate  of  wa^es — the  produce  of  the  last  crop,  and  the 

promise  of  the  next — the  weather,  &c. 

The  supply  of  labour  is  greatly  deficient ;  the  wages  are  high.  A  labourer  may  earn  half  a 
dollar  a  day  vrith  ease,  in  auction  to  lodginsr  and  medical  attendance. 

Tke  prodhwe  of  last  year's  crop  equaTka  the  expectation  of  the  plantevj  and  dii»  year'is. 
su|ar  crop  promises  on  many  estates  to  exceed  the  last. 

The  come  crops  have  nort  been  fiaffourable,  por^  is  the  ^psoq^eet  of  the  next  cheering,  the 
veadiar  having  been,  too  heavy  for  this  cultivation,  altbou^  favonrable  for  that  of  the  aug;^ 
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BBITISH  GUIANA  No.  V.— Improvements  and  Diflooveries, 

"^*  As,  for  instance^  any  new  maohine^  by  which  labour  is  saved — any  improved  method  of  cuiti* 

vation^  and  new  manufacture^  &a 

There  have  been  no  improvements  or  discoveries  of  importance  since  the  close  of  the  ap- 
prenticeship. 

The  labour  in  preparing  coffee  has  been  lightened  bv  adapting  a  part  of  the  machinery, 
hitherto  used  solely  for  pulping,  to  the  process  of  pealing  also ;  the  latter^  until  recently, 
having  been  performed  by  a  separate  machine. 


No.  VI.— State  of  Internal  Traffic, 

Noticmg  the  sort  of  goods  which  are  most  in  demand. 

Portugese  immigrants,  as  hucksters,  nearly  monopolise  the  country  traffic.  Cotton  goods 
are  most  in  demand.  TTie  demand  for  salt  provisions,  rice^  &c.,  and  malt  liquors  b  consider* 
able.  The  head  men  of  estates  often  hold  supplies  of  such  articles,  and  dispose  of  them  by 
retail. 

K.  Hbtlakd, 

Stipendiary  Magistrate. 

Enclosure  6^  in  No.  29. 

EncL  6,  in  No.  29.   Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Half  Yearly  Report,  ending  30th  June,  1841,  from  District  E,  in 

the  County  of  Demerara. 

No.  I. — General  Character  and  Condition  of  the  Peasantry, 

Noticing  any  changes  observable  since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship,  in  their  manners- 
habits— or  tastes — in  the  rate  of  mortality — or  in  the  nature  and  frequency  of  offences. 

A  very  considerable  change  has  tak&k  place  in  the  character  and  condition  of  the  peasantry 
since  the  dissplution  of  the  apprenticeship.  There  has  been  a  [rapid  advance  in  civilization, 
and  in  the  habits  of  civilized  life.  Religious  instruction  has  proiduced  its  anticipated  effects, 
and  caused  an  improvement  in  morality,  a  greater  purity  in  domestic  life,  and  a  strong  dedre 
for  education.  I  am  not  in  possession  of  such  facts  as  would  warrant  a  positive  assertion  as  to 
the  rate  of  mortali^,  but  the  result  of  my  enquiries  leads  to  the  opinion,  that  while  there  has 
been  no  diminution  in  the  rate  of  mortality  among  adults,  there  has  been  an  increase  of  mor- 
tality among  children.  This  has  been  ascribed  to  the  want  of  that  constant  care  and  watchful 
medical  supervision  which  prevailed  during  slavery  and  apprenticeship.  Common  assaults 
and  petty  thefls  are  frequent^  but  offences  of  a  more  serious  nature  of  rare  occurrence. 


No.  II. — Relations  between  the  Peasantry  and  the  Proprietors, 

Adverting  especially  to  the  conditions  of  tenancy  on  estates — ^to  the  progress  of  the  labourers 
in  establishing  themselves  as  freeholders — to  the  rising  up  of  new  hamlets  and  villages, 
and  the  effect  which  these  changes  are  supposed  to  have  upon  the  supply  of  labour  for 
the  cultivation  of  the  staple  produce  of  the  colony. 

Labourers  on  estates  are  not  tenants.  Though  living  on  an  estate,  and  occupyinggra- 
tuitously,  houses  belonging  to  it^  they  are  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  day  labourers,  jliere 
are  no  contracts  or  engagements  of  any  kind.  The  occupancy  of  a  house  is  given  in  the  hope 
of  thereby  obtaining  continuous  labour — a  hope  seldom  realized.  There  is  a  general  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  labourers  to  establish  themselves  as  freeholders.  Several  have  left  this  district 
for  tne  purpose,  and  a  few  have  established  themselves  in  the  front  of  Plantation  "Dea  Amstel, 
where  a  small  hamlet  has  been  formed,  and  three  or  four  at  Plantation  Vreesen  Hoop.  These 
changes  have  had  the  effect  of  seriously  diminishing  the  supply  of  labour  for  the  cultivation  of 
the  staple  produce  of  the  colony. 

No.  III. — New  Institutions, 

As  churches— schools — savings*  banks — ^benefit  societies,  &c. 

In  this  district  and  within  a  distance  of  20  miles  there  are  (including  the  parish  church  of 
St.  Swithin),  six  places  of  worship.  A  church  and  two  chapels  are  in  communion  with  the 
Church  of  England.  Two  churches  or  chapels  are  in  connection  with  the  London  Missionary 
Society^  and  one  church  (parish  of  St.  Luke),  in  communion  with  the  Church  of  Scotland. 
Schools  are  attached  to  each  of  these  places  of  worship,  and  there  is  also  a  school  at  Hantation 
Leonora,  under  the  supervision  of  the  minister  of  St  Luke.  There  are  no  savings'  banks  or 
benefit  societies. 


No.  IV. — State  and  Prospects  of  Cultivation^ 

Noticing  the  supply  of  labour  and  the  rate  of  wages — ^tbe  produce  of  the  last  crop,  and  the 

promise  of  the  next — ^tbe  weather,  &a 

Cultivation  has  been  greatly  reduced  since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship,  but  the 

supply  of  labour  is  insufficient  for  the  diminished  cultivation.     The  rate  of  wages  for  field 

work  varies  fix>m  five  to  six  bitts  for  a  task  which  can  generally  be  finished  in  5  or  6  hours  of 

assiduous  industry.    The  crop  of  last  year  was,  I  believe,  less  than  that  of  the  preceding 
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and  the  crop  of  this  year  holds  out  little  promise  of  amendment,  though  task  ffangs  have  been  BRITISH  GUIANA 

employed  on  two  estates.    The  weather  has  been  generally  favourable,  though  rather  too  wet  

latterly. 

No.  V. — Improvements  and  Discoveries, 

As,  for  instance,  any  new  machine,  by  which  labour  is  saved — any  improved  method  of  culti- 
vation, and  new  manufacture,  &c 

The  plough  has  been  introduced  on  some  estates  with  advantage,  but  has  not  been  ^nerally 
adopted;  nor  has  any  improved  method  of  cuhivation  or  new  manufacture  been  established. 


No.  VI.— State  of  Internal  Traffic, 
Noticing  the  sort  of  goods  which  are  most  in  demand. 

There  is  little  internal  traflSa    The  articles  most  in  demand  at  the  stores  are  articles  of  dress, 
salt  provisions^  gin,  and  malt  liquors. 

J.  O.  LfOCKHART  Mure, 

Stipendiary  Justice  of  the  Peace,  District  E. 


Enclosure  7,  in  No.  29. 


Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Half-yearly  Report,  ending  30th  June,  1841,  from  District  F.  in    End.  7,  in  No.  «9. 

the  County  of  Essequibo. 

No.  I.-— Greneral  Character  and  Condition  of  the  Peasantry, 

Noticing  any  changes  observable  since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship,  in  their  manners 
•— haoits— -or  tastes — in  the  rate  of  mortality — or  in  the  nature  and  frequency  of  offences. 

The  great  bulk  of  the  peasantry  in  this  district  are  negroes,  about  four-fifths  Creoles  and 
one  fifth  Africans :  the  former  are,  generally  speaking,  a  volatile  race,  much  given  to  their 
pleasures  and  amusements,  and  but  rarely  inclined  to  labour  beyond  earning  the  means  to  pro- 
cure their  immediate  wants  and  gratifications :  the  latter  are  generally  more  industrious  and 
steady  in  their  habits.  Since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship,  they  imitate  the  manners 
of  their  superiors,  or  at  least  attempt  to  do  so.  Their  habits  for  some  time,  as  might  have 
been  expected,  became  more  unsettled,  but  of  late  they  have  shown  every  disposition  to  more 
steadiness.  A  very  large  majority  of  them  are  regular  in  their  attendance  at  church,  and 
appear  to  respect  religious  rites.  They  have  a  taste  for  finery  in  dress,  even  to  extrava- 
gance, and  for  good  livmg  ;  and  I  fear  they  are  acquiring  an  unfortunate  propensity  to  the  use 
of  ardent  spirits.  The  rate  of  mortality  has  considerably  decreased,  and  the  married  state 
is  already  preferred,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  to  that  promiscuous  intercourse  of  the  sexes  which 
formerly  existed.  The  chief  offences  committed  by  them,  and  even  these  not  frequently,  have 
been  petty  thefts  and  assaults  among  themselves. 


No.  II. — ^Relations  between  the  Peasantry  and  the  Proprietors, 

Adverting  especially  to  the  conditions  of  tenancy  on  estates — ^to  the  progress  of  the  labourers 
in  establishing  themselves  as  ft*eeholders — to  the  rising  up  of  new  hamlets  and  villages, 
and  the  effect  which  these  changes  are  supposed  to  have  upon  the  supply  of  labour  for 
the  cultivation  of  the  staple  produce  of  the  colony. 

The  peasantry  are  generally  found  by  the  proprietarv  body  with  cottages,  provision  grounds, 
medicine  and  medical  attendance,  free  of  charge,  with  money  wages  to  effective  labourers 
varying  from  Is.  6d.  to  2s.  sterling  per  diem  for  field  labour.  The  industrious  portion  of  them 
live  very  comfortably  and  save  money.  Several  of  this  class  are  establishing  themselves  as 
freeholders,  and  three  villages  of  such  are  being  established  in  this  district  on  the  plantations. 
The  supply  of  labour  fix)m  such  freeholders  for  the  staple  produce  of  the  colony  is  comparatively 
trifling,  as  they  generally  prefer  either  employing  their  time  on  their  own  freeholds  in  raising 

Erovisions,  or  in  jobbing  work  unconnected,  or  at  least  directly  unconnected,  with  agricultural 
tbour  in  raising  the  staple  productions.  The  system,  however,  is  as  vet  but  in  its  infancy,  and 
although,  from  the  novelty  of  it,  and  the  quantity  of  labour  absolutely  necessary  to  be  bestowed 
upon  their  newly  acquired  plots  of  ground  at  the  outset,  the  change  may  be  adverse  in  the 
meantime  to  the  production  of  the  export  staples  of  the  colony,  general  beneficial  results  may 
be  looked  for  ultimately  from  it. 

No.  III. — New  Institutions, 

As  churches — schools — savings*  banks — benefit  societies,  8cc. 

A  new  church  of  the  Episcopalian  order  is  being  established  in  the  district,  and  another  of 
the  Presbyterian  form  is  bein^  subscribed  for,  there  being  already  two  parish  churches  besides 
five  small  chapels  in  the  district ;  there  are  also  two  parish  schools,  one  missionary  school, 
and  three  kept  up  by  individual  proprietors.  There  are  not  as  Jet  either  savings'  banks  nor 
benefit  societies  established,  although  a  prospectus  for  one  of  the  latter  is  now  in  course  of 
receiving  subscribers  to  it. 
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nmSH  GUIANA  No.  I  v.— 8Me  and  PhMfwclB  of  CidlmtMHi, 

"^  Noticing  the  supply  of  labour  and  the  rate  of  wages — the  produce  of  the  last  crop,  and  the 

promise  of  the  next — the  weatner,  &c. 

The  prospects  of  cultivation  are  improving  as  compared  with  the  last  two  years ;  the  supply 
of  labour  compared  to  the  capalnlities  of  the  (fistrict  is  miserably  defective ;  the  rate  of  wages 
fer  what  is  coBsidered  a  aeTefi  hours*  task  in  agricultural  work,  Taries  from  !«.  6<L  to  2k. 
sterling,  but  this  money  is  generally  earned  in  from  four  to  fire  hours'  continuous  labour,  and 
it  ii  a  very  common  occurrence  fior  an  effective  labourer  to  earn  adollar»  or  4b.  2d.  sterlin|^^ 
in  one  day*  The  last  crop  of  this  district  did  not»  I  understand,  exceed  one-half  the  average 
crop  for  seven  years  previous  to  the  termination  of  the  apprenticeship,  and  the  crop  of  this  year 
promises  to  be  almost  equally  short ;  but  the  prospect  is  much  better  for  next  year,  several 
proprietors  having  lately  not  only  in4)roYed  the  state  of  drainage,  &c.,  on  estates,  but  also 
resumed  the  cultivation  of  fields  which  had  been  abandoned  withm  the  last  three  years.  The 
weather  upon  the  whole  has  been  seasonable  and  favottrable. 


No.  v.—  improvemests  and  Discoveries, 

As,  for  instance,  any  new  machine,  by  which  labour  is  saved — any  improved  method  of  culti- 
vation, and  new  manufacture,  &c. 

An  excavator  for  the  excavation  of  canals  and  trenches,  and  a  machine  for  ploughing,  harrow- 
ing, &c.,  by  steam-power,  have  been  invented  and  put  in  operation,  but  neither  have  as  yet  been 
so  &r  perfected  as  to  become  profitable  in  operation. 


No.  VI.— Stale  of  Intttraal  Traffic^ 
Noticing  the  sort  of  geodft  which  are  moat  in  demands 
The  principal  traffic  ia  tM  district  ia  in  the  shmnent  and  sale  of  produce,  the  sale  of  goods 
to  the  inhabitants!  and  the  furnishing  supplies  to  the  estates ;  the  goods  moat  in  demand  for  the 
use  of  the  peasantry  are  articles  of  clotmng,  finery,  eatables  and  drinkables. 

EL  MagusnnaNj, 

Stipendiary  Mag^yitrate,  District  F. 


Enclosure  8,  m  No.  29. 

End  8,  in  No.  29.   Stipbndiary  Magistrate's  Half-yeariy  Report,  ending  30th  Junev  1841,.  (torn  District  €r,  ia 

Ae  Coua^  of  Bssequibo. 

No.  I. — General  Character  and  Condition  of  the  Peasantry, 

Noticing  any  changes  observable  since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprentioesbip,  in  their  manners 
— habits — or  tastes — in  the  rate  of  mortaKty-'er  in  the  nature  and  frequency  of  oflEances. 

The  general  character  of  the  peasantry  is  orderly,  and  they  are  generally  employed  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  or  as  carpenters,  boat-builders,  and  other  nandicraft  work.  Their  condition 
is  extremely  fi;ood,  being  able  generally  to  perform  what  is  considered  a  day^  labour  in  about 
thsee  or  feur  hours.  T^sir  manners  have  improved  since  the  apprenticedup^  The v  ace  addicted 
to  builia^  fishing,  and  danciiag.  They  have  displayed  noore  taste  fbc  dreB8»  and  their  houses 
aro  better  furnished.  Therein  no  record>  either  pubUc  or  privaite,  by  which  the  r«te  of  mortality 
can  be  ascertained.  The  offences  consist  chiefly  of  afwaintu  and  theflji.  They  have  become 
much  more  frequent,  and  some  of  greater  enormity  have  occurred. 


No.  II. — Relations  between  the  Peasantry  and  the  Proprietors* 

Adverting  especially  to  tke  cemUtione  of  tenancy  on  estates — to  the  raogiesa  c^  the  labouDeis  i& 
estidiliahins  themselves  as  freeboldars— 4e  the  risiajp  up  of  new  naweta  aiMi  yiUases^  and 
the  effect  which  these  changes  are  supposed  to  have  upon  the  suftpljof  lahourfor  ueculti- 
vation  of  the  stiq)le  produce  of  the  colony. 

They  are  allowed  their  kousee^  and  as.  mudi  ground  a»  diey  choose  to^  cultivate,  withoat* 
paying  any^  rent,  if  employed  on  estates.  Msmy^  have  estabBshed  tkemsehree  ae  freeholders) 
imd  several  new  handets  and  villages  are  rising  up,  the  effect  of  which  hae  been  to  reduce  the 
su|yply  of  labour  for  the  cultivation  of  the  staple  produce  of  the  cotenj,  and  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  reporter,  can  never  be  kept  up  but  by  under-draining  the  land,  dmi  the  general 
use  of  agricultural  implements,  horses,  mules,  or  oxen.  The  prisoners  sentenced  to  hard  labour 
might  be  well  employed  within  the  walk  of  the  different  jails  in  making  tiles  for  this  purpose, 
the  iails  being  generally  placed  on  day  soils,  and  the  proceeds  arising  therefrom  might  be 
applied  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  jails. 


No.  III. — New  Institutions, 

As.  churches— schools — savings'  banks — ^benefit  sK)cieties^  &fi. 

There  have  been  two  new  churches  and  one  Wesleyan  chapel  lately  eveded  ia  this  distnet. 
There  ^^re  two  public  schools,  supported  by  the  colony,  at  which  ll5  scholars  are  educated; 
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one  by  the  Mico  charity,  at  which  210  ackolara  are  edvcated ;  one  conducted  by  the  Wesleyan  B1I1I8H  QUUIf4 
minister,  at  which  84  joholars  ue  educated.    There  are  no  saviagg'  iMnfas,  nor  any  benefit  ~'~ 

societies. 

No.  IV.— State  and  ProspecU  of  CultiFatioo^ 

Mtflickig  Ibe  sopply  ^lidbmr  Md  tke  wte  of  wage»-4ie  produoe  of  iIm  kst  coFop,  aad  the 

proniseoftheaext — ^tke  weather,  te. 
The  extent  of  cultivation  is  very  much  reduced,  and  a  great  deal  of  land  has  been  abandoned. 
The  supply  of  labour  is  also  very  much  reduced*  and  wages  are  high  in  proportion.  Many 
able-bodied  men  are  enabled  to  perform  what  is  commonly  considered  three  fall  days'  work  in 
one  day,  and  will  conseqoetrtly  earn  a  dcllar  and  upwards  by  a  day's  labour.  The  produce  of 
last  ywr'semp  was  M6i,790  lbs.  siigar,  143^1  gallomniB^  It 

can  scarcely  be  expected  that  ike  pvemit  year's  crop  will  be  mfad  to  the  last.    The  weather 
faaa  been  exonedingly  fiuworable. 

No.  5^ — ^Ixvprofiemeiits  vnd  Dboovefm, 

As,  for  instance,  any  new  machine,  by  which  labour  is  saved — any  imprimid  method  of  culti- 

Tation,  and  new  manufacture,  &c. 
Ploughs  liave  been  introduced  in  a  few  instances^  by  which  a  considerable  saving  of  human 
labour  18  eSected^  but  the  open  drains  by  which  the  cultivated  lands  are  intersectal  offer  an 
almost  insurmountable  hnpedkaent  to  the  general  use  of  agricultural  implements,  and  can  only 
1)0  obviated  by  under-drainii^  and  no  material  improvement  can  take  place  in  the  method  of 
cultivation  until  this  is  adopted.  A  brick-kiln  has  been  established  on  one  estate  in  this  dis- 
trict, at  which  bricks,  floonng-tiles,  draining-tiles,  &c.,  are  made,  of  good  quality.  The  clay 
of  tie  district  is  generally  well  adapted  for  that  purpose. 

No.  VL— State  of  Intemal  Traffic, 

Noticing  the  sort  of  goods  which  are  most  in  demand. 

A  great  number  of  new  shops  have  been  established.  The  articles  most  in  demand  are 
dothing,  cotton  goods,  salt  provisions,  wine,  ale,  porter,  brandy,  ^n,  liquors  of  various  kinds, 
jewellery,  boots  and  shoes,  carpenters'  tools,  and  agricultural  implements,  which  are  generally 
paid  for  in  ready  money,  and  which  the  peasantry  are  well  able  to  do. 

M.  L.  Fowler,  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  District  G> 
1st  July,  1841.  County  of  Esaequibo. 


Enclosure  9,  in  No.  29. 
Stipenwaey  Magistrate's  Half-yearly  Report,  ending  30th  June,  1841,  from  District  H,  in  End.  9,  in  No.  29. 

the  County  of  Essequibo. 

No.  I. — General  Character  and  Condition  of  the  Peasantry, 

Noticing  any  changes  observable  since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship,  in  their  manners 
— habits — or  tastes — in  the  rate  of  mortality— or  iu  the  nature  and  frequency  of  offences. 

In  this  <ystriet  the  labourers  have  mticfa  improved  m  their  general  conduct  since  the  appren- 
ticeship. They  are  civil,  orderly,  and  obedient  to  the  laws  of  the  colony.  Their  tastes  consist 
in  dress,  having  a  well-fimnsbed  bouse,  and  ia  possaasiag  tke  minor  comforts  of  their  employers. 
The  rate  of  mortality  has  not  been  so  ^reat  amongst  the  adult  population  as  amongst  the  young 
children*  This  mortality  is  attributable  to  the  negligence  of  the  parents  in  not  giving  their 
offspring  timely  medical  aid,  and  in  many  instances  not  abiding  by  the  directions  of  the  medical 
practitioner.  Petty  thefts  and  breaches  of  the  peace  are  the  offences  of  the  most  frequent 
nature. 


No.  II. — Relations  between  the  Peasantry  and  the  Proprietors^ 

Adverting  especially  to  the  conditions  of  tenancy  on  estates — to  the  progress  of  the  labourers  in 
establishing  themselves  as  flreeholders — to  the  rising  up  of  new  hamlets  and  villages,  and 
the  effect  which  these  changes  are  supposed  to  have  upon  the  supply  of  labour  for  the 
enhivation  of  the  staple  produce  of  the  colony. 

On  every  estate  in  this  district  each  family  has  the  occupancy  of  a  comfortable  cottage,  with 
as  much  provision-|rround  as  they  choose  to  cultivate,  either  attached  to  the  cottage  or  at  a 
sbort  distance  from  it,  for  which  they  pay  no  rent.  As  long  as  this  family  labours  for  the 
j)lantation,  no  ejectment  from  land  or  buildinfi^  ever  takes  place ;  and  in  the  event  of  a  discon- 
tinuance of  labour,  or  voluntary  removal,  the  labourer  has  the  right  either  to  dispose  of  the 
provisions  in  the  ground,  or  of  transporting  them,  if  in  a  state  of  maturity » to  another  plantation. 

Great  progress  has  of  late  been  made  by  some  of  the  labourers  of  four  estates  in  tnis  district 
in  establishing  themselves  as  freeholders  upon  leased  land  in  front  of  Plantation  Feamot,  the 
property  of  Messrs.  Daniels,  of  Bristol.  New  hamlets  are  daily  rising  up.  A  store  has  been 
erected,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  this  place  soon  becoming  a  vjtlage.  These  changes 
abstract  labour  from  the  estate,  insomuch  that  it  is  observable  the  best  and  most  efficient 
labourers  are  those  who  most  frequently  become  proprietora  of  the  soil,  and  who  take  their 
fimiilieft  with  Xhtm  to  work  the  land  they  may  httve  purefaaatd* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


72  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  TH?  . 

BRITISH  GUIANA  No.  III. — ^New  Institutions, 

■  As  churches — schools — savings'  banks — ^benefit  societies,  &c. 

A  new  church  has  been  built  at  Plantation  Hanopton  Courts  i 

Plantation  Devonshire  Castle,  Richmond,  Anna  Regina,  and  ACanoe^  have  private  8ehoel& 
Hiere  are  also  three  public  schools,  supported  by  the  colony.  A  benefit  society  was  eitabHsbad. 
during  the  apprenticeship*  but  within  the  last  two  years  the  labourers  ha/veeem^  to  beeono 
subscribersi,  mough  a  lar^e  fund  still  exists.  Small  sums  are.  distributed  to  iho  aubacribtrs 
during  sickness.    There  is  no  savings*  bank  in  this  district.  --.y  ■     ■. 


No.  IV.-^-State  and  Prospeets  of  Cultiration, 

Notiebg  the  supply  of  labour  and  the  rate  of  wages — ^the  prodtic^  of  the  last  crop,  and  the 

promise  of  the  next— 4he  weather.  Set. 

Labour  is  much  required.  Within  the  last  six  months  about  290  agricultiuists  have  located 
themselves  upon  some  of  the  estates  in  thli  district.  The  labourers,  as  a  body,  work  steadily, 
though  in  some  plantations  several  of  the  women  have  retired  from' field  labour.  The  number 
of  hogsheads  of  sugar  manufactured  last  year  was  4888. 

It  IS  generally  supposed  there  will  be  a  decrease  in  the  ensuing  sugal*  crop  of  about  one-fourth 
of  that  of  1840,  owmg  to  three  causes.  Firstly,  to  the  heavy  wet  season  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1840.  Secondly,  to  the  prematune  reaping  of  the  sugar-can^  during  the  period  at 
which  produce  was  so  nigh.  And,  thirdly,  to  the  neglect  of  the  fdanter  in  not  attending 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  cane-field  during  the  golden  harvest  of  last  year.  The  rate  of  wages 
varies  from  Is.  6d.  to  2s.  for  the  performance  of  about  five  hours  labour.  The  weather  is  very 
favourable  for  the  sugar  cultivation. 

Na  V.^^Improvemeirts  and  Discoveries, 

As,  for  instance,  any  new  madiine,  by  which  labour  is  saved — any  improved  method  of  culti- 
vation, and  new  manufacture,  &c. 

The  plough,  the  grand  saving  of  manual  labour,  has  been  introduced  into  this  district  with 
considerable  success,  and  there  is  every  probability  in  the  course  of  a  very  short  time  it  will  be 
{generally  used. 

No.  VI.— Sute  of  Internal  Traffic, 
Noticing  the  sort  of  goods  which  are  most  in  demand. 

The  internal  traffic  is  eonsidered  to  be  much  on  the  increase.  Cotton  goods,  silks,  wearing 
apparel,  millinery,  salt  provisions,  flour,  malt  liquors,  spirituous  liquors,  and  wines,  are  much 
in  demand. 

Walter  Howard  Ware, 

Stipendiary  Magistrate. 

Enclosure  10,  in  No.  29. 

End.  10,  in  No.  29.     Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Half- Yearly  Report,  ending  30th  June,  1841,  from  District  J., 

in  the  County  of  Berbice. 

No.  I.  General  Character  and  Condition  of  the  Peasantry, 

Noticing  any  changes  observable  since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship,  in  their  manners 
•^habits— -or  tastes — in  the  rate  of  mortality— or  in  the  nature  and  frequency  of 
offences. 

Since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship,  there  is  an  improvement  in  their  manners.  With 
few  exceptions  they  regularly  attend  religious  worship  on  the  Sabbath  and  holy  days,  inter- 
marry, and  are  becoming,  on  the  whole,  more  steady  and  resolute.  However,  in  general  they 
mi^ht  display  more  industry. 

Habits  have  in  many  respects  undergone  a  gradual  change  for  the  better. 

Tastes.  As  by  degrees  they  are  advancing  in  civilization,  their  tastes  are  for  dress,  shown  in 
fineries,  and  other  luxuries  of  life,  hardly  anything  excepted. 

MortaUty,  as  to  the  report  of  the  medical  practitioner,  is  much  less  amongst  adults  than 
during  the  apprenticeship ;  but  with  regard  to  children,  there  is  a  presumption  that  more  have 
died  since,  than  during  the  above  period. 

Offences  (grave)  are,  in  general,  much  diminishing,  and  gradually  becoming  less  frequent. 
Petty  thefts,  and  occasional  assaults  and  fights,  take  place  from  time  to  time  amongst  some  of 
the  dissolute,  similar  to  that  in  all  other  communities. 


No.  II,  Relations  between  the  Peasantry  and  the  Proprietors, 

Adverting  especially  to  the  conditions  of  tenancy  on  estates — to  the  progress  of  the  labourers 
in  establishing  themselves  as  freeholders — ^to  the  rising  up  of  new  hamlets  and  villages, 
and  the  effect  which  these  changes  are  supposed  to  have  upon  the  supply  of  labour  for 
the  cultivation  of  the  staple  produce  of  the  colony. 

As  old  prejudices  are  on  the  wane,  and  gradually  the  relations  between  the  peasantry  and 
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the  planters  are  developing,  a  great  deal  of  former  heartburnings  have  disappeared  and  made  BRITISH  QUIANA 
way  to  conciliation.  — — 

The  cottages  on  the  estates,  occupied  rent  free  by  the  labourers,  are  good,  comfortable,  and 
have  some  inclosed  ground  behind  for  a  garden.  Nevertheless,  such  of  the  peasantry  that 
possess  the  means  purchase  individually  plots  of  land,  or  collectively  parts  of  abandoned 
cotton  estates,  of  which  there  are  a  great  many  on  this  coast,  erect  their  own  dwellings,  culti- 
vate their  provision  grounds,  and  form  settlements,  of  which  there  are  some  rising  into  villages 
and  hamlets  at  present.  As  this  proceeds,  the  estates  are  by  far  not  so  well  and  regularly 
supplied  with  labour  required  for  the  support  of  the  cultivation  of  the  staple  produce  of  the 
colony,  and  as  such,  amongst  others,  is  thrown  back  ;  but  it  is  reasonably  expected^  that  when 
once  established  to  their  wishes,  they  will  devote  at  least  the  seven  hours  and  a  half  daily  regu- 
larly to  the  estates  for  the  five  days  of  the  week,  as  invariably  they  take  the  Saturdays  for 
themselves,  either  to  work  their  own  provision  grounds,  fishing,  or  otherwise.  The  following 
villages  and  hamlets  are  forming : — 

Richfield,  consisting  of  twenty  cottages. 

St.  John,  „  thirty  ditto. 

Golden  Grove,   „  thirty  ditto. 

No.  2S,  „  six  ditto. 

No.  29  and  30,  „  ten  ditto. 

Firebrace,  „  five  ditto. 

No.  12,  „         five  ditto. 

No  8,  „  five  ditto. 


No.  III.  New  Institutions, 

As  churches — schools — savings'  banks — ^benefit  societies,  &c. 

Savings*  banks  and  benefit  societies,  &c.,  are  not  in  district  I.     There  is  a  savings  bank  in 
New  Amsterdam  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  labourers  in  this  county. 

There  are  two  English  churches. 
„  two  Missionary  chapels. 

„         four  schools. 


No.  IV.  State  and  Prospects  of  Cultivation, 

Noticing  the  supply  of  labour  and  the  rate  of  wages — the  produce  of  the  last  crop  and  the 

promise  of  the  next — ^the  weather,  &c. 

Supply  of  labour  of  all  kinds  is  by  far  inadequate  to  the  general  demand,  and  it  is  on  that 
account  that  the  progress  of  the  staple  produce  is  so  much  impeded.  The  wages  of  the 
labourers  are  very  liberal ;  one  guilder,  or  33  cents,  of  a  dollar,  for  seven  hours  and  a  halC 
which  is,  in  general,  performed  in  four  hours*  assiduous  work.  If  inclined,  many  might  finish 
the  double  quantity  in  the  field,  which  would  prove  a  great  benefit  to  both  parties,  that  of 
double  wages  and  the  improvement  of  the  cane  cultivation.  When  grinding,  cane-cutters  can 
earn  from  67  cents  to  one  dollar  a  day ;  the  boiler-men  and  punt- men  50  cents  per  day,  and 
if  the  first  are  kept  late,  they  are  paid  for  extra  labour  in  proportion  to  the  time  employed. 

District  I,  though  28  miles  in  extent,  has  no  more  in  all  than  seven  sugar  estates,  which  have 

Sroduced  last  year,  and  may  be  expected  to  yield  the  present  year,  in  the  following  ratio,  by  a 
ue  performance  of  proportionate  labour  : — 

Lut  Yaar,  1840.  Expected  this  Tear. 

Hhds.  Tierces.  Barrels. 
Plantation  Cotton  Tree     .       70       106       7i       The  same  quantity,  and  more  by  favouable 

weather. 
Plantation  Woodley  Park.        . .         89       . .        Made  up  to  ult.  July  71  tierces;  from  30 

to  40  tierces  more. 
Plantation  Waterloo  .  .  . .  170  . .  150  tierces  this  year. 
Plantation  Hope  and  Ex-     230       200       . .       No  more  than  last  year. 

periment. 
Plantation    No.    17    (new       50         • .        •  •       Made  165  to  date ;  the  rest  depends  on  the 

estate).  working  of  the  labourers. 

Plantation  Foulis  .      •      .     260         . .        . .        100  hogsheads,  solely  owing  to  the  enor- 
mous loss  of  labour  by  the  imfortunate 
visitation  of  the  small  pox. 
Plantation  Profit    ...       22         . .        . .       Made  23  hogsheads  to  date ;  expects  50  or 

55  hogsheads  more,  but  depends  on  the 
labour. 
Weather  has  been  favourable  to  the  growth  of  canes  until  date. 


No.  V.  Improvements  and  Discoveries, 

As,  for  instance,  any  new  machine,  by  which  labour  is  saved — any  improved  method  of  culti- 
vation, and  new  manufacture,  &c. 
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mtmSB  GOIAKA  No.  VI.  State  of  Internal  Traffic^ 

Noticing  the  sort  of  goods  which  are  most  in  demand. 
Nothitig  hardly  can  be  excepted,  in  the  provision  line,  as  well  as  in  the  best  and  most 
expensive  articles  of  wearing  apparel  for  both  sexes,  trinkets,  jewellery,  and  other  luxuries. 

A.  Van  RTCfLDA/GEOOT,  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  District  I. 
OflSce  of  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  District  I,  county  Berbice, 
30th  June,  1841. 


Enclosure  1 1,  in  Noi  29. 

End  11,  in  No.  29*      Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Half- Yearly  Report,  ending  30th  June,  1841,  from  District  K, 

in  the  County  of  Berbice. 

No.  I.  General  Character  and  Condition  of  the  Peasantry, 

Noticing  any  changes  observable  since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship,  in  their  manners 
— habits— or  tastes — in  the  rate  of  mortality — or  in  the  nature  and  frequency  "of 
offences. 

In  a  domestic  point  of  view,  the  condition  of  the  peasantry  is  very  much  improved.  A  better 
description  of  house  is  required,  greater  attention  is  paid  to  cleanliness  and  comfort,  marriage 
is  becoming  general,  children  more  regular  in  their  attendance  at  school,  and  the  deportment 
of  all  in  the  different  places  of  worship  is  most  orderly.  The  last  census  shows  a  decrease  of 
population  ;  in  this  district  there  is  an  increase* 

In  this  county  only  one  person  has  been  tried  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  last  six  months^ 
and  few  cases  have  been  brought  before  the  inferior  Criminal  Court  during  the  same  period. 


No.  II.  Relations  between  the  Peasantry  and  Piroprietors^ 
Adverting  especially  to  the  conditions  of  tdnancy  on  estates — to  the  progress  of  the  labourers  in 
establishing  themselves  as  freeholders — to  the  rising  up  of  new  hamlets  and  villages,  and 
the  effect  which  these  changes  are  supposed  to  have  upon  the  supply  of  labour  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  staple  produce  of  the  colony. 

The  labourers  on  estates  must  be  considered  as  tenants  at  will.  The  greatest  anxiety  is 
manifested  amongst  them  to  become  freeholders,  and  whenever  an  eligible  opportunity  of  pur- 
chasing land  offers,  it  is  seized  on  with  avidity. 

No  village  has  been  established,  as  yet,  in  this  district ;  but  many  houses  have  been  built 
on  land  purchased  by  the  peasantry.  Persons  thus  establishing  themselves  have  devoted  much 
of  their  time  in  preparing  their  cottages  and  cultivating  their  provision  grounds,  and  have  only 
worked  on  the  neignbouring  estates  when  necessitated  to  do  so. 


No.  III.  New  Institutions^ 

As  churches— schools — si^ngs'  banks — benefit  societies,  &c. 

Churches,  schools,  benefit  societies,  and  a  savings'  bank,  are  within  the  reach  of  all  in  this 
district.     Every  opportunity  of  obtaining  moral  and  religious  instruction  is  aiforded: 


No.  IV.  State  and  Prospects  of  Cultivation, 

Noticing  the  supply  of  labour  and  the  rate  of  wages — the  produce  of  the  last  .crop  and  the 

promise  of  the  next — the  weather,  &c      • 

The  supply  of  labour  is  as  good,  if  not  better,  than  in  any  other  district ;  but  it  is  atiU 
inadequate.  The  rate  of  wages  varies  from  33  to  50  cents.,  according  to  the  description  of 
work  required  to  be  performed.  Task-work  is  generally  adopted,  and  as  the  task  is  moderate, 
a  labourer,  if  he  exerts  himself,  can  make  a  dollar  a*day ;  in  trenching  he  can  make  more. 

The  weather  has  been  favourable.  .The  amount  of  this  crop  will  be  about  the  same  as  last 
year. 

No.  V.  Improvements  and  Discoveries,    . 

As,  for  instance,  any  new  machine,  by  which  labour  is  saved — any  improved  method  of  culti- 
vation, and  new  manufacture,  &c. 

No  machine  has  been  introduced  in  the  last  six  months. 

The  cane  carrier  and  the  megass  elevator  have  been  employed  with  the  greatest  success,  and 
are  now  to  be  found  on  every  sugar  estate  in  the  colony. 

They  have  relieved  the  labourer  from  the  heaviest  and  most  disagreeable  labour  of  a  sugar 
estate,  and  have  reduced  the  number  of  persons  employed  about  the  buildings  nearly  one- 
third.  . 


;No.  VI.  State  of  Internal  Traffic, 
Noticing  the  sort  of  goods  which  are  most  in  demand. 
Prt)visions,  dry  goods,  and  every  article  of  clothing. 

J.  M'Leod,  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  K  District. 
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Enclosttre  12,  in  No.  29,  BrntlBSLASmASU, 

Stipendiary  Magis^FHte's  Half-Yeariy  Report,  ending  80th  of  June,  1841,  from  District  L,  «    i  io  s   m    «« 

in^e  County  of  Bei^bice.  find.  12.  in  No.  29. 

No.  I.  General  Character- and  Condition  of  the  Peasantry, 

Noticing  any  changes  observable  since  the  ^Ussolution  of  the  apprenticeship,  in  their  manners 
— habits — or  tastes— in  the  rate  of  morality— or  in  the  natare  and  frequency  of 
oflTences. 

The  general  character  of  the  peasantry  is  highly  creditable  and  «omraendable,  and  their 
condition  is  exoellent  Generally  their  imanners  .and  domestic  habits  are  not  perceptibly 
improved. 

Their  houses  are  better  furnished,  yet  hut  UtUe  regard  is  paid  to  cleanliness.  They  have  a 
great  taste  for  dress,  and  in  too  many  instances  carry  this  to  an  extravagant  excess. 

The  rate  of  mortality  from  ordinary  diseases  has  been  about  two  per  cent. ;  but  a  number 
have  died  from  soiaU-pox  during  the  past  half  year.     This  disorder  has,  happily,  ceased. 

The  nature  of  their  offences  consists  of  .petty  thefts  and  common  assaults;  these  are,  how- 
ever, very  unfrequent.     No  peasantry  in  the  world  are  so  free  from  offences  as  these  people. 


No.  II.  Relations  between  the  Peasantry  and  the  Pi-oprietors, 

Adverting  especially  to  the  conditions  of  tenancy  4m  4i8tate&*-^to  the  fu-^gmssof  ^.jUJ^ourers 
in  ^establishing. themselves  as  fireeholders-i-to  the  rising  Aip  of  new  hamlets  and  villitges^ 
tand  the  efifect  4vhich  these  changes  are  supposed  to  have  upon  the  supply  of  labour  for  the 
euhivation  of  the  staple  produce  of  the  coloay. 

Tlie  relations  between  the  peasantry  and  the  'pvopptetors  is  a  perfect  independence  on  the 
part  of  the  people  of  their  employers,  owing  to  the  supply  of  labour  being  so  inadequate  to  l^e 
•demand. 

Hie  peasantry  on  estates  are  averse  to  any  contract  of  oocupaneyj  And  may,  tbece&re,  be  said 
to  be  tenants-at-will  only. 

Great  progress  has  been  fnade  in  eetaHishing  themselves  as  fiedK>ldess«  They  have  com- 
meneed  several  hamlets  and  villages,  not  less  than  11  in  this  district.  The  effect  which  these 
changes  have  upon  the  supply  of  labour  for  the  cultivation  of  the  staple  produce  of  this  district, 
has  ^n  decidedly  to  diminish  that  supply  for  the  present ;  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  AiUi- 
mately  it  will  be  a  gfeat  advantage  to  the  country,  inasmuch  as  it  will  secure  for  the  oultiva»tien 
«f  the  staple  products  a  class  of  labourarsmore  settled  and  disposed  to  oontinuous  «W9ork. 


No.  III.  New  Institutions, 
As  diurches — schools — savings'  banks-^benefit  societies,  iSsc. 

The  new  institutions  are  two  churches  of  the  establishment  of  Scotland, -two  chapels  of  the 
XfOndon  Missionary  Society,  one  parish  school  at  Mara,  two  estate  schools,  and  one  Missionary 
school. 

There  is  a  Government  savings*  bank  for  the  county,  but  not  much  resonted  to  by  the 
peasantry  of  this  district. 

No.  IV.  State  and  Prospects  of  Cultivation, 

Noticing  the  sup^  of  labour  and  the  rate  of  wages— ^he  produce  of  the  last  crop,  And  ,the 

promise  of  the  next-^lhe  weather,  &c. 

'The  supply  of  labour  on  the  sugar  estates  is  far  short  of  the  demand.  On  some  of  the  eofiee 
states  it  appears  to  me  a  greater  number  of  people  are  kept  than  necessary.  'Where <8ugar 
and  coffee  estates  are  near  to  each  other,  which  is  the  case  in  this  district^  great  benefit  vvould 
ai'ise  by  mutual  assistance  being  rendered  in  getting  in  the  crops ;  but  a  jealousy  prevaib 
between  these  cultivators  of  the  great  staples  of  the  colony  which  prevents  this  acconomo- 
dation. 

The  rate  of  wages  is  nine  dollars  a  month  continuous  labour  for  a  daily  task  that  is  finished 
in  about  four  hours.  The  other  advantages  are  considerable,  but  as  these  vary  on  different 
properties,  it  would  be  next  to  impossible  to  put  a  money  value  upon  them.  On  some  estates^ 
in  addition  to  their  cottages  and  provision  grounds,  the  peasantry  receive  gratuitously  fish, 
plantains,  salt  pork,  and  rice. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  produce  of  the  last  crop  of  sugar.  The  weather  has 
been  particularly  unfavourable  for  the  last  crop  of  coffee,  which  does  not  average  a  fifth  of  the 
usual  crop. 

The  promise  of  the  next  crop  in  this  district,  both  as  pegards  sugar  and  coffee,  will  be  short. 
The  weather  has  been  highly  favourable  to  sugar  cultivation,  and  very  unfavourable  to  that  of 
coffee  ;  consequently  on  sugar  estates  advantage  has  been  taken  eS  this  favourable  weather  in 
putting  the  cane  cultivation  in  order  to  the  fullest  extent  of  their  imeans,  and  no  doubt  a  con- 
siderable increase  may  be  expected  in  the  succeeding  crop. 
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BRITISEl  GUIANA  No.  V.  Improvements  and  Discoveries, 

.    .  Asy  for  instance,  any  new  machine  by  which  labour  is  saved— »any  impi^ved  OMthod  of  culti- 

vation, and  new  manufacture^  &c. 

No  improvements  or  discoveries  in  mac(iineryi  &c.,  since  the  terminfttioii  of  the  appren- 


No.  VI.  State  of  Internal  Traffic, 
Noticing  the  sort  of  goods  which  are  most  in  demand. 

At  present  there  is  but  little  internal  traffic.    The  timber  trade^  which  is  now  commencing, 
wSl  ultimately  augment  it. 

Charles  R.  Whinfibld,  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  District  L- 


Enclosure  13,  in  No.  29. 

End  13,  in  No.  29.  Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Half  Yearly  Report,  ending  30th  June,  1841,  from  District  M  in 

the  county  of  Berbrce. 

No.  1. — General  Character  and  Condition  of  the  Peasantry, 

Noticing  any  changes  observable  since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship,  in  their  manners 

— habits— or  tastes — in  the  rate  of  mortality — or  in  the  nature  and  frequency  of  offences. 

The  general  character  of  the  peasantry  is  good,  and  their  condition  favourable;  their 
manners  since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship  have  perceptibly  improved ;  their  habits 
have  become  more  steady,  and  the  desire  for  better  food,  clothing,  and  house  accommodation 
very  decided ;  the  ties  and  obligations  likewise  of  marriage  are  gradually  obtaining  increased 
importance,  with  the  reciprocal  duties  of  parent  and  child. 

The  mortality  among  the  young  children  has  materially  diminished,  the  due  supply  of  their 
natural  food  being  no  longer  withheld  for  a  portion  of  the  day,  as  was  the  case  when  the 
mothers  worked  at  a  distance  in  the  field. 

The  too  free  use  of  spirituous  liquors  (a  habit  engendered  by  the  system  of  stimulating  labour 
by  drams),  has  led  to  the  premature  death  of  many  adults.  On  two  estates  the  small  pox 
has  made  great  ravages^  though  chiefly  among  the  aged  and  less  robust. 

Offences  of  a  serious  kind  are,  and  have  been,  exceedingly  rare.  The  frequency  of  petty 
thefts  seems  to  have  diminished ;  but  quarrels  and  assaults  among  each  other,  have  probably 
augmented,  an  evil  which  will  no  doubt  be  checked  by  the  rapid  progress  of  religious,  moral, 
and  useful  instruction. 


No.  II. — Relations  between  the  Peasantry  and  the  Proprietors, 

Adverting  especially  to  the  conditions  of  tenancy  on  estates— to  the  progress  of  the  labourers 
in  establishing  themselves  as  freeholders — ^to  the  rising  up  of  new  hamlets  and  villages, 
and  the  effect  which  these  changes  are  supposed  to  have  upon  the  supply  of  labour  for 
the  cultivation  of  the  staple  produce  of  the  colony. 

Hie  tenancy  on  estates  is  very  indefinite.  In  some  places  many  of  the  labourers'  houses 
have  been  erected  either  wholly  or  in  part  by  themselves.  The  custom  of  paying  rent  does  not 
exist  anywhere.  There  is  no  law  with  regard  to  ejectments.  Arbitrary  or  vexatious  ones 
have  seldom  occurred. 

The  desire  of  the  labourers  to  establish  themselves  as  freeholders  is  becoming  general,  but 
in  this  district  about  100  only  have  been  able  as  yet  to  accomplish  it,  there  having  been  few 
opportunities  of  purchasing  land  in  the  vicinity  of  sugar  estates,  which  has  been  regarded  as  a 
desideratum  in  their  eyes ;  whilst  some  proprietors  have  been  unwilling,  and  a  few  attorneys 
or  curators  unable  to  dispose  of  land. 

One  village  (Fyrish)  and  three  hamlets  (Cumberland,  Sheet  Anchor,  and  Prospect),  are  "bn 
the  increase ;  these  however  have  had  hitherto  little  effect  in  diminishing  the  cultivation  of  the 
staples  of  the  colony,  as  most  of  the  freeholders  or  their  wives,  bestow  a  portion  of  their  labour 
on  the  adjoining  plantations. 

No.  III.— New  Institutions, 
As  churches — schools — savings'  banks — benefit  societies,  &c. 

A  new  Episcopalian  church  is  in  progress  for  the  benefit  of  the  labourers  on  the  isolated 
estates,  "  Skeldon,'*  and  "  Eliza  and  Mary"  on  the  Courantyne  river.  The  chapel  at  Albion, 
in  connection  with  the  London  Missionary  Society,  is  being  greatly  enlarged.  All  the  churches 
and  chapels  in  the  district,  and  more  especially  the  church  of  St.  Patrick,  and  chapel  at 
Albion,  have  numerous  and  attentive  congregations. 

There  are  nine  schools,  with  licensed  teachers  to  each,  all  well  attended,  under  the  super- 
intendence of  the  Episcopalian,  Presbyterian,  or  London  Missionary  ministers.  The  general 
progress  of  the  young  is  highly  creditable  to  those  by  whom  their  education  is  conducted. 

There  is  only  one  savings'  bank  in  the  county  of  Berbice,  that  in  the  town  of  New  Am- 
sterdam. The  labourers  in  the  rural  districts,  have  therefore  availed  themselves  to  a  very 
limited  extent  of  so  valuable  an  institution. 

A  benefit  society  has  been  established  by  each  of  the  four  clergymen  in  the  district,  among 
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their  respective  congregations.     Much  good  has  in  consequence  already  resulted^  which  calinot  BRITISH  OUIANA 

&il  to  become,  from  day  to  day,  more  widely  diffused.     The  benefit  society  established  by  the  

indefatigable  rector  of  St.  Patrick,  has  materially  tended  to  the  promotion  of  industry,  tem- 
jp^erance  aud  good  order^  in  that  section  of  the  district. 


No.  IV. — State  and  Prospects  ©f  Cidtivation, 

Noticing  the  supply  of  labour  and  the  rate  of  wa^es — ^the  produK^e  of  the  last  crop,  and  the 

•  promise  of  the  next — the  weather,  &c. 

The  supply  of  labour  on  the  coast  estates,  has,  in  most  instances  been  equal  to  the  demand. 
Continuous  labour  rather  than  an  augmentation  of  hands,  seems  chiefly  desired.  The  rate  of 
wiges  is  one  guilder,  or  Lr.  4(f.  sterling  for  a  task  fixed  by  a  committee  of  planters  in  1834,  as 
a  day*s  work  of  7^  hours  Where  the  quality  of  the  work  is  not  much  insisted  on,  two  of  these 
tasks  may  be  performed  in  the  day.  An  advanced  ratio  is  usually  paid  for  work  beyond  the 
first  task.  During  the  apprenticeship  the  7^  hours  task  or  tariff,  was  estimated  by  the  planters 
as  worth  to  them  tnree  guilders,  exclusive  of  food,  clothing,  medical  attendance,  and  house  room, 
&c...  as  will  be  apparent  on  reference  to  the  appraisements  of  the  services  of  labourers,  which 
took  place  during  that  period.  Persons  likewise  having  task  gangs,  hired  them  out  at  three  to 
four  guilders  per  head,  besides  the  above  allowances,  and  at  a  time  when  sugar  was  at  a  much 
lower  rate  than  since  the  era  of  freedom.  The  profits  of  proprietors  have  been  much  lessened 
mce  1838,  by  the  conversion  of  the  hovels  of  the  people  into  comfortable  cottages ;  an  outlay 
chiefly  temporary.  The  industrious  cultivation  by  the  labourers  of  their  own  provision  ^unds, 
enables  them,  with  the  aid  of  their  wages,  comfortably  to  maintain  themselves  and  families. 

The  produte  of  last  year's  crop  on  a  number  of  the  estates,  was  highly  satisfactory,  {Vide 
documents  annexed,  marked  A.)  Several  of  the  coast  estates  suffered  by  an  unusually  wet 
season,  with  defective  drainage;  others  by  casualties  in  their  machinery,  and  one  by  acciclental 
fire.     The  promise  of  this  year's  crop  is  very  flattering,  and  will  not  fall  short  of  that  of  1840. 

The  weather  for  a  long  time  past,  has  been  of  the  most  favourable  kind,  and  the  result  will 
be  manifest  throughout  the  colony  in  the  produce  of  1842. 


No.  V. — Improvements  and  Discoveries, 

As,  for  instance,  any  new  machine  by  which  labour  is  saved — any  improved  method  of  culti- 
vation, and  new  manufacture,  &c. 

There  has  not  been  any  recent  improvement  to  economize  labour.  .  Railroads,  as  a  substitute 
for  punt  trendies  to  convey  the  canes  to  the  buildings,  has  been  tried  on  a  new  sugar  estate, 
(Plantation  Albion).  The  experiment  has  hitherto  not  succeeded,  more  perhaps  from  a  want 
of  due  arrangement  in  the  details,  than  its  apparent  feasibility. 

A  cutting  machine,  to  facilitate  the  packing  of  sugar,  has  been  adopted  on  one  estate. 

The  plough  has  frequently  been  tried  to  obviate  manual  labour  in  the  moulding  of  the  canes. 
Except  on  light  soils  tne  experiment  has  very  partially  succeeded,  and  the  routine  of  cultivation 
has  for  the  greater  part,  gone  on  as  before. 

No  new  manufacture  has  been  established  within  the  district. 


No.  VL— State  of  Internal  Trafiic, 
Noticing  the  sort  of  goods  which  are  most  in  demand. 

Cotton  and  linen  goods ;  clothing  of  a  gooA  description — blankets,  osnaburgs,  boots  and 
shoes  ;  trinkets,  glass,  crockery  ware ;  fowling  pieces,  powder  and  shot :  besidjs  provisions  of 
all  kinds,  spirits,  wine  and  malt  liquors.  Goods  of  an  inferior  kind  do  not  find  a  ready  market. 
A  taste  for  finery,  and  expensive  dress  is  prevalent,  especially  among  females. 

Stores  have  been  established  on  the  majority  of  estates,  where  the  above  articles  (usually 
conveyed  by  water  from  the  county  town),  are  retailed  to  the  labourers.  The  proprietors  or 
managers  are  rarely  interested  in  these  stores. 

Hucksters  are  seldom  met  with,  unless  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  town  of  New 
Amsterdam. 

The  state  of  the  roads  throughout  the  county  of  Berbice,  from  the  supineness  or  neglect  of 
those  to  whom  the  law  has  assigned  the  important  duty  of  enforcing  their  repair,  will  always 
present  great  obstacles  to  internal  communication  and  traffic. 

(Signed)  J.  A.  Allen, 

Stipendiary  Magistrate. 
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(A.) 


No.  30. 
No.  12, 


Rkthjin  of  certain  Estates 

in  District  M, 

showing  their  Amount  of  Produce,  Expenditure,  and  Net 

Profits  for  the  Year  1840. 

S) 

1 

1 

Probable  Amount  of 

*'   to 

OB 

CO   ao 

'S 

Aroonat  of 

Eitolei. 

"2  J 

Wages  actually 
paid,  at  &Od..{iet 

Manaj^roent, 
Iiicideutal,-aad 

'Nftt 

Remarks. 

I1 

l=S 

^."S 

DoiUr. 

other  YjvptivmSy 

Pmfit 

S^ 

1^ 

1^ 

i* 

with  Interest 
of  Capital. 

A  zvui* 

£. 

£.      ».   d. 

£.       t.    d. 

£. 

•88© 

26,323 

3,687 

16,301 

4,062  10    0 

3,238  10    0 

9yO0O 

TlM  teiipMiiiitare  A^ 
w^flest4Ui^e'Mam 
and  Mary"  is.pxopor« 
tionably  ^ijter.nooi 

•it* '  skoation  .on  4ba 

the  ezpeose  of  coi^ 

veying  its  produoe  to 

BMiptct    .     • 

17,800 

•  •• 

10,225 

1,^2  i5  10 

1,862    4    2 

7,000 

Hm  accouut  of  PlMto* 
tioD  Prospect  in* 
dudes  only  the  period 
from  vAlay  tolDoem- 
her,  a840,  4uripg 
which  it  was  io  'pos- 
session of  its  pveseot 
propntfton,  te  pur- 
chase aoQcnr  MiiW 
18,000A             ^^ 

Cunefield  .     . 

988 

42^000 

«• 

24,780 

3V38S    6    8 

4,456  13    4 

17,000 

•     • 

€kMft«neH«U 

228 

17,000 

•  • 

9,680 

2,600    0    0 

2,180    0    0 

5,000 

•     • 

BcHaoce    •     . 

300 

27,000 

900 

13,290 

3,137  10    0 

2,162  10    0 

8,000 

The  ooUay  .  of  ilhii 
estate  was  very  tri* 
fliof^for  last  year. 

JUm  Hall  •     . 

300 

20,000 

3,000 

12,800 

2,604    3    4 

3,195  11    8 

7,000 

Total   .     . 

2,039 

149,523 

7,587 

87,076 

16,999  15  10 

17,076    4    2 

53,000 

N.B.  The  average  value  of  -sugar  for  the  year  1840  is  estimated  at  35/.  per  hogshead^  and  that  of 
molasses  and  rum  for  the  same  period  at  28  stivers  per  gallon. 

The  amount  of  produoe  manufactured  a^  of  wa|^  paid  is  taken  from  a  reference  to  the  -eitates' 
books  by  the  respective  nanagers.  J.  A.  Allbn,  Stipendiary  Mag^slmte. 

Bated  Jd;  Bcrbice  this  Uib  of  July,  1841 . 


(No.  113.)  vNo.  30. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  <jovemor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Goverrnnent  House,  Demerara,  21st  August,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  copy  of  an  ordinance  passed  by  the  Governor 
and  Court  of  Policy,  entitled — 

An  Ordinance  to  prohibit  the  transfer  of  the  services  of  the  E^t  Indian  or  Coolie 
Labourers  without  tneir  consent,  attested  by  a  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 

This  ordinance  is  respectfully  submitted  for  Her  Majesty's  gracious  approval. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  RusseU,  (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  12.)  Enclosure  in  No.  30.  (1841.) 

End.  in  No.  30.        -^.n  Ordinance  to  prohibit  the  Transfer  of  the  Services  of  East  Indian  or  Coolie  Labourers 

witnout  their  consent,  attested  by  a  Stipendiary  Mjagistrate. 

Ordinance  enacted  by  his  Excellency  Henry  Light,  Esquire,  Governor  and  Com- 
mander-in  Chief  in   and  over  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana,  Vice- Admiral  and 
Ordinary  of  the  same^  &c.  &c.  &c.,  by  and  with  the  Advice  and  Consent  of  the 
Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy  of  the  said  Colony. 
To  all  whom  these  Presents  do,  may,  or  shall  come  Greeting :  be  it  known — 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  services  of  the  East  Indian  or  Coolie  labourers,  at  present 
in  British  Guiana,  or  hereafter  to  be  brought  into  British  Guiana,  should  not  at  any  time  be 
transferred  without  the  consent  of  such  East  Indian  or  Coolie  labourer,  duly  signified  to,  and 
attested  by  a  stipendiary  magistrate : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted,  that  from  and  after  the  publication  of  this  Ordinance,  it  shall  not  be 
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indenture,  bond  of  service,  or  other  written  instrument  as  afocesaid,  without  the  consent  of  BRITlsa  GUIANA 
such  East  Indian  or  Coolie  labourer,  duly  signified  to,  and  attested  by,  a  stipendiary  magis*  """" 

trate  of  the  district  in  whieh  such  East  Indian  or  Coolie  labourer  shall,  at  the  time,  be  located ; 
and  the  consent  of  such  East  Indian  or  Coolie  labourer,  and  the  attestation  of  the  magistrate 
riiall  be  written  by  such  stipendiary  magistrate  in  some  conspicuous  part  of  such  indenture, 
bond,  or  other  instrument ;  and  thereupon,  and  not  otherwise,  the  said  East  Indian  or  Coolie 
labourer  shall  become,  and  be  considered  to  be  the  articled  servant,  tradesman,  or  labourer  of 
the  person  to  whom,  or  in  whose  favour  such  transfer  is  made,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such 
East  Indian  or  Coolie  labourer  had  been  originally  botmd  or  engaged  to  such  person :  Pro- 
vided always,  that  in  case  any  East  Indian  or  Coolie  labourer  skall  have  been  bound  for  the*  » 
purpose  of  learning  any  trade  or  business,  such  East  Indian  or  Coolie's  services  shall  be 
assigned  to  some  other  master  or  employer  of  the  same  trade,  capable  of  instructing  him  in 
the  same  business,  unless  such  East  Indian  or  Coolie  labourer  shall  be  desirous  of  following 
some  other  occupation. 

And  that  no  ignorance  shall  be  pretended  of  this  our  Ordinance^  these  Presents  shall  be 
printed  and  published  in  the  customary  manner. 

Thus  done  and  enacted  at  our  adjourned  Assembly,  held  at  the  Guiana  Public 
Buildings,  Georgetown,  Demerary,  this  10th  August,  1841,  and  published  on  the  17th 
following. 

Henry  Light. 
By  Command  of  the  Court, 

H.  E.  F.  Young,  Secretary. 


(No.  14.)  No.  31. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Stanley  to  Governor  Light. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  October  14,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch,  No.  113,  of  the  21st  August,  submitting  ^^*  ^^* 

for  approval  an  Ordinance  passed  by  yourself  and  the  Court  of  Poucy,  entitled — 

An  Ordinance  to  prohibit  the  transfer  of  the  services  of  the  East  Indiaa  or 
Coolie  labourers  without  their  consent,  attested  by  a  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 
Her  Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  confirm  and  allow  this  Ordinance. 

I  have,  &c. 
Governor  Light,  (Signed)  STANLEY. 

&c.       &c. 

(No- 116.)  No.  33. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  laeur  to  Lord  John  Russbll. 

My  Lord,  Arabian  Coast,  Essequibo,  2nd  September,  1841. 

I  HAVE  great  pleasure  in  forwarding  to  your  Lordship  the  accompanying  No.  32. 

copies  of  letters  from  the  sheriff  of  Berbice  to  the  Government  secretary,  and  from 
the  Presbyterian  minister  of  the  parish  of  St.  Clement's,  in  that  county,  respecting 
the  captured  Africans  located  there. 

These  letters  supply  the  returns  of  the  stipendiary  magistrates,  and  prove  the 
satisfactory  change  in  the  condition  of  these  unfortunate  victims  of  the  Slave 
Trade. 

I  shall  attend  to  the  recommendation  of  the  sheriff,  and  endeavour  to  locate  as 
he  desires  the  remainder  of  the  cargo  of  the  Dous  de  Fevreiro,  if  they  should  be  sent 
from  Bio  Janeiro,  as  has  been  anticipated. 

I  have  ^rc 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  RusseD,  (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  32. 


Sir,  Office  of  the  Sheriff,  Berbice,  August  27,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Lowenfeld,  the  immigra-      End.  in  No.  32. 
tion  agent  of  this  county,  I  this  week  visited  the  estates  specified  in  the  margin,  and  inspected  Rose  Hall  and  Cane- 
the  captured  Africans  who  were  located  upon  them,  on  the  28th  of  June  last.     It  will,  I  am      field  in  Canje. 
sure,  be  gratifying  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  to  learn  that  these  people  have  since  their  ^^"<l«»  Overton,  and 
location  enjoyed  uninterrupted  good  health.     The  dwelling-houses  which  have  been  allotted      bank  ofriver  Ber- 
to  them  are  very  comfortable,  and  the  attention  which  has  been  paid  to  them  in  respect  to      ^ice. 
food  and  clothing  is  "Evident  from  their  healthy,  cheerful  countenances,  and  cleanly  appear-  ^^ontwest"^^ 
ance.     Only  one  removal  has  taken  place,  a  man  from  Everton  to  Providence,  to  which  he      river  Berbice. 
was  attracted  by  a  countrywoman  of  his  own,  and  a  fellow  passenger.     Mr.  Lowenfeld  has 
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BRITISH  GUIANA  made  a  corrected  registry,  and  there  will  be  hereafter  no  di6Sculty  m  regard  to  their,  names ;; 

in  fact,  they  now  answer  to  them  readily  and  distinctly.     In  the  parish  of  Saint  Patrick  the 

Rev.  Mr.  Fothergill,  the  rector,  has  already  advanced  them  in  the  alphabet,  and  expects  by- 
Christmas  that  some  of  them  will  be  able  to  read  words  of  two  or  three  letters. 

[  beg  to  enclose  a  report  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Graham,  the  minister  of  Saint  Clement*s,  on 
the  same  subject. 

Before  closing  this  coramunidation,  I  am  anxious  in  behalf  of  these  once  wretched  but  now 
happy  people,  most  respectfully  to  suggest  to  his  Excellency  that  those  who  were  .captured  at 
the  same  time,  and  from  on  board  the  same  vessel,  should  be  also  located  in  this  county,  for 
there  can  be  hardly  a  question  as  to  several  having  relatives  amongst  those  now  here.  It  was^ 
asserted  at  Blairmont  that  they  were  all  seized  from  one  village. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  Chares  R.  Whinfielp,  Sheri6r. 

Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young, 
&c.        &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
H.  E,  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary. 


Sir,  St.  Clement's  Parbh,  August  24,  1841. 

In  regard  to  the  captured  Africans  located  on  Plantation  Everton  and  Friends  in  this 
parish,  I  beg  to  state,  that  on  each  of  these  two  estates  there  is  a  regularly  trained  and  well 
qualified  teacher.  Hiey  are  all  in  attendance  with  their  teachers,  the  younger  of  them  in  the 
day-school,  and  the  elder  in  the  evening-school.  I  am  happy  at  the  same  time  to  certify  that 
they  are  making  respectable  progress. 

They  also  attend  worship  on  sabbath,  and  also  seem  like  the  others  who  attend,  well 
dressed,  well  Ged,  and  cheerful. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  William  Grahabt,  Minister  of  St.  Clement's  Parish. 

His  Honour  the  Sheriff  of  Berbice, 
&c.  &c.  &C. 

(True  Copy.) 
H.  E.  F.  Young,  Government  Secretar}'. 


(No.  117.)  No.  33. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  24th  August,  184L 

No.  33.  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  Mr.  Brittain's  half  yearly 

return,  which  had  not  arrived  in  time  for  the  mail. 

Mr.  Brittain's  return  gives  his  observations  on  the  condition  of  the  people  in  the 
River  district  in  the  neighbourhood  of  George  Town,  whence  in  the  late  changes 
of  districts  he  had  been  removed  to  the  Corantyn  on  the  1st  July. 

His  return  is,  like  the  others,  fully  corroborative  of  my  own  observations. 
I  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Brittain,  accompany- 
ing he  monthly  return  for  July. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  proprietors  of  the  estates  on  the  Corantyn  have  seen 
their  error  in  not  attaching  their  labourers  to  the  soil  by  making  them  independent 
landholders;  they  are  now  oflFerinff  plots  of  land  to  those  who  have  not  quitted  the 
estates  in  search  of  land  elsewhere ;  had  they  done  so  from  the  commencement, 
they  would  not  now  have  to  complan  of  the  desertion  of  many  of  their  best  hands. 

1  havp   ALc 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell,  (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  33. 

No.  1. 
Sir,  Berbice,  13th  August,  1841. 

End.  in  No.  33.  On  arriving  in  this  county  I  found  the  roads  in  the  Courantein  district  to  be  in  several 

places  quite  impassable. 

In  some  parts  the  country  is  inundated  for  want  of  cokers  to  carry  off  the  water.  In  these 
parts  it  will  take  a  considerable  period  of  dry  weather  to  carry  off  the  water  by  evaporation,  as 
there  is  no  drainage.     In  other  parts  short  but  deep  swamps  obstruct  the  road,   occasioned 
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Canje  Ferry ;  the  furthest^  Skeldon,  is  50  miles*     I  visited  all  the  Caoje  estates  immediately  BRITISH  GUIANA 
on  arriving. 

I  Availed  myself  of  the  iirst  opportunity  to  visit  the  mQ$t  distant  by  water.  In  company 
with  Mr.  Alexander  Winter,  the  attorney  of  Plantatipn  Eliza  and  Mary,  which  adjoins  Plan- 
tation Skeldon,  I  visited  those  two  estates.  They  are  both  splendid  estates  with  about  3,000 
acres  of  exc^llent  land  each,  and  were  making  very  large  crops  until  183S,  since  which  time 
the  labourers  hiave  been  gradually  leaving*  them. 

This  might,  I  think,  have  been  prevented  had  they  been  offered  land  to  purchase  and  settle 
on  as  freeholders  three  years  ago. 

No  part  of  the  colony  is  more  healthy  than  that,  and  indeed  all  the  sea  coast  from  the  Canje 
Creek  to  Skeldon. 

The  land  is  fertile,  and  no  part  of  British  Guiana,  as  to  climate,  would  be  more  favourable 
to  the  locMion  oMmmigrant^' were  the  roads  but  passable. 

There  are  a  superabundance  of  excellent  ne^ro  houses  on  both  estates.  On  Skeldon  there 
are  new  cottages  lately  erected,  but  partially  inhabited. 

A  very  fine  church,  with  a  residence  for  the  clerejrman,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Henry  Redwar, 
brother  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Redwar,  of  the  English  churcn  in  New  Amsterdam,  is  erected  at  the 
joint  expense  of  the  two  estates,  and  is  situated  between  them.  They  also  support  a  school- 
master, and  have  offered  to  sell  any  quantity  of  land  of  good  quality,  and  at  a  reasonable 
price,  to  any  persons  li^ho  wish  to  lortti  a -village  of  freeholders  in  the  neighbouiiiood  of  the 
church.  Any  labourers  also  who  wish  to  purchase,  are  offer^  from  half  an  acre  to  an  acre 
of  good  land,  in  convenient  iots  by  the  road  side,  wiUi  an  engagement  by  the  proprietor  to  keep 
up  the  drainage.  It  ^ave  me  much  pleasure  to  see  this  wise  and  liberal  principle  at  last 
adopted  on  any  estate  m  this  colony.  This  is  the  first  instance  I  have  heard  of,  and  I  sincerely 
hope  it  may  be  attended  with  the  deserved  success. 

The  attome]^  o^botb  estates  expressed  to  me  their  regret  that  they  had  not  seen  the  pro- 
priety of  adopting  it  three  years  ago.  I  mention  these  circumstances,  in  order  to  make  his 
kxcellency  the  Governor  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  those  estates,  in  the  even^  of  their 
owners  making  application  for  a  share  of  the  Aiiioafl  labourers  now  expected,  and  for  which 
I  understand  they  purpose  to  apply. 

I  exceedingly  regret  having  so  long  delayed  giving  in  my  half-jrearly  report.  I  did  not 
receive  the  form  until  a  few  days  previous  to  my  leaving  my  former  district,  and  since  my 
arrival  in  my  present  one,  my  time  has  been  fully  occupied  in  endeavours  to  visit  the  dif« 
erent  estates,  scattered  over  a  considerable  extent  of  country,  several  of  which  can  only  at 
present  be  got  at  by  sea.  I  hope,  however,  very  shortly  to  be  able  to  see  them  all,  and  to  report 
on  them,  including  the  required  return  of  immigrants.  So  soon  as  the  roads  become  at  all 
passable,  I  shall  inspect  and  report  on  them  along  the  whole  line  of  coast,  and  after  having 
consulted  with  the  proprietors  and  residents  along  their  coast,  I  will  join  diem  in  proposing 
what  will  appear  to  us  die  most  practicable  means  of  preventing  the  intercourse  by  land 
through  this  district  from  being  again  so  totally  obstructed  as  it  is  at  present,  owing  to  the 
late  very  heavy  rains. 

I  have  taken  great  pains  to  acquire  information  on  the  subject,  and  it  appears  to  me  that 
if  the  Government  will  agree  to  bear  its  share  of  the  expense,  proportioned  to  the  extent  of 
crown  lands  on  the  line  of  road,  the  proprietors  will  not  decline  undertaking  their  share.  I 
have  just  engaged  with  the  proprietor  of  Plantation  Albion,  who  has  come  to  New  Amsterdam 
to  attend  the  Inferior  Criminal  Court,  to  return  with  him  in  his  sloop  in  a  few  days.  I  pro- 
pose visiting  from  thence  some  neighbouring  estates,  after  which  I  shall  be  able  to  send  in  the 
detailed  return  required  of  immigrants  on  all  the  estates  in  this  distaict. 

I  am,  &c., 
(Signed)  W.  J.  Brittain, 

The  Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young,  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  District  M. 

&c.         &c.         &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
H.  E.  F.  YouNu,  Government  Secretary. 

These  returns  were  all  ready  and  taken  to  the  post-ofiice  on  Sunday  last,  when  I  was  in- 
formed that  the  inland  mail  had  returned  immediately,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  Mr.  Alves 
to  attend  the  Court  of  Policy,  without  waiting  for  the  letters. 


Stipendiary  Magistrate's  half-yearly  Report,  ending  the  30th  day  of  June,  1841,  from 
District  C,  Lower  Division,  in  the  county  of  Demerara* 

No.  1.  General  Character  and  Condition  of  the  Peasantry, 

Noticing  any  changes  observable  since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship,  in  their  manners 
— Habits — or  tastes — ^in  the  rate  of  mortality — or  in  the  nature  and  frequency  of  offences. 
The  manners  of  the  labouring  class  to  their  superiors,  since  their  entire  emancipation  are 
more  civil,  cheerful  and  respectfully  free.  They  are  acquiring  a  taste  for  cleanliness,  comfort, 
and  many  luxuries  within  their  reach.  This  taste  is  encouraged  by  the  very  excellent  cottages 
now  erected,  and  in  the  course  of  being  erected  for  them  on  most  of  the  estates  in  this  district ; 
also  by  the  high  rate  of  wages,  amounting  to  full  half  a  dollar  a>day  for  a  scale  of  work, 
which  a  moderately  able  labourer  can  and  does  finish  in  four  or  five  hours.  Many  labourers 
earn  their  dollar  a-day  with  ease,  I  mean  agricultural  labourers,  good  tradesmen  earn  con- 
siderably more.  Their  children  are  better  taken  care  of  now  by  their  mothers  than  they  were 
formerly  by  old  women,  when  the  mothers  had  to  work  every  day  in  the  field.    Their  appear- 
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BRITISH  GUIANA  ance  corresponds  with  this  improved  care.     Upder  these  cireumstcmces  it  may  be  presumed 

that  the  mortality  of  both  children  and  adults  will  be  diminished;  exact  information^  however^ 

on  this  head,  will  only  be  obtained  by  a  correctly  taken  periodical  caisus  of  the  birdis,  matr- 
riages^  and  deaths,  throughout  the  colony.  The  statistical  information  heretofore  obtained 
in  mis  colony,  has  been  lamentably  incorrect.  No  return,  in  the  time  of  sla^ery^  wb»  made  of 
infants,  who  were  born  and  died  between  triennial  periods  of  registration.  Nor  do  I  beliSffe 
that  any  dependance  can  be  placed  on  any  statistical  returns  heretofore  made^  ivith  excepdoa ' 
of  ihe  number  of  slaves,  which  I  take  to  have  been  correct,  probably  awing  to  their  regis- 
tration. 

Much  is  now  heard  from  certain  individuals,  about  the  increase  of  crimes  in  this  eoloay. 
My  own  experience  leads  me  to  entertain  a  different  opinion.  I  have  been  20  years  in  this 
colony,  and  i>ave  seen  most  parts  of  it.  From  ray  own  observation  I  should  sav  thi^»  (if  any 
estimate  can  be  formed  of  the  probable  amount  of  crimes  from  that  of  pumshmeots^)  nuxo 
punishments  were  inflicted,  under  slavery  in  any  given  time,  on  one  ettate,  than  are  now 
awarded  bv  sentence  in  a  whole  district.  Crimes  now  thought  tx)  require  the  jurisdiotioii  of  o«r 
Supreme  Criminal  Court  were  then  summarily  pmlshed  by  the  authority,  and  at  the  disore- 
tion,  of  the  maniiger  of  an  estate,  and  the  execution  was  unrecorded  and  urdieard  of,  except 
by  the  parties  awarding,  inflicting,  or  suffering  it.  When  I  say  at  the  discretion  of  thomana^ 
ger,  and  unrecorded,  I  refer  to  the  period  in  my  recollection,  before  the  establiabment  of  peo~ 
tectora  erf  slaves. 


No.  II.  Relations  between  the  Peasantry  and  the  Proprietors, 

Adverting  especially  to  the  conditions  of  tenancy  on  estates — ^to  the  progress  of  labourers  ia 
establishing  themselves  as  freeholders — to  the  rising  up  of  new  hamlets  and  villages,  and 
the  effect  which  these  changes  are  supposed  to  have  upon  the  supply  of  labour  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  staple  produce  of  the  colony.  * 

The  important  points  adverted  to  under  this  second  head  would  require,  even  to  tondi  very 
summarily  upon  them,  far  more  space  than  is  assigned  to  them  in  this  form  of  rqx>rt.  I 
shall  for  the  present,  therefore,  content  myself  with  observing  that  the  eondifion  of  tenancy  on 
nearly  all  estates  in  this  colony,  is  that  of  tenants  strictly  at  will.  This  condition,  being  cal- 
culated, and  avowedly  intended  to  impede  the  progress  of  labourers  in  establishing  themselves 
as  freeholders,  and  to  prevent  the  rising  up  of  new  hamlets  and  villages^  tenanted  by  free^ 
holders^  at  least  in  the  neighbourhood  of  those  estates,  is  calculated  to  diminislt  the  oapply 
of  labour  for  the  cultivation  of  the  staple  produce  pf  the  colony. 

Experience  as  well  as  theory  justifies  this  conclusion.  Many  hundreds  of  labourers  have 
quitted  the  estates  to  vfhich  they  were  attached  as  slaves,  to  become  fre^olders  on  abandoned 
lands,  up  the  rivers,  and  in  distant  locations,  where  neither  magistrates,  ministers  of  religion^ 
or  medical  practitioners  are  likely,  at  least  for  some  time,  to  follow  them.  In  these  cases, 
both  the  labourers  and  employers  have  generally  suffered,  but  the  motives  of  the  former  were 
generally  reasonable  and  good.  No  freeman,  who  has  the  means  of  preventing  it,  should  leave 
It  in  the  power  of  any  man,  at  his  sole  discretion,  to  turn  him,  his  wife  and  cmldren,  with  all 
their  little  hard-earned  stock  of  property^  on  the  high  road,  at  the  shortest  notice,  and  to  de- 
prive them  of  the  fruits  of  their  labour  on  their  little  garden,  (of  which  they  only  can  form  a 
just  estimate  of  the  value  to  them,)  on  paying  the  narrow  calculation  of  their  value  at  that 
moment,  by  at  bes:  a  disinterested  stranger.  These,  to  my  knowledge,  are  the  sentiments  and 
feelings  of  very  many  labourers,  and  their  view  of  their  present  condition,  from  which  they  are 
straining  every  nerve  to  extricate  themselves  by  earning  and  saving  money  for  the  purpose  of 
buying  land.  When  these  labourers  are  allowed  to  buy  this  land  on,  or  in  the  mimediate 
neighbourhood  of,  existing  plantations,  the  proprietors  will  ensure  the  permanent  settlement 
of  hands  to  cultivate  their  land.  Where  they  are  driven  to  a  distance,  the  estates  they  leave 
will  be  neglected,  and  ultimately  abandoned,  at  a  vast  loss,  both  to  the  owners  and  the  colony 
generally,  of  property  sunk  on  them.  Those  proprietors  or  attorneys,  (of  whom  I  have 
reason  to  believe  there  are  some,)  who  first  adopt  a  more  liberal  line  of  conduct  will  not  only 
benefit  earliest  by  it,  but  will  insure  the  greatest  number  of  the  best  labourers,  who  will  seek 
to  avail  themselves  of  their  early  good  offers.  This  reasoning  will  equally  apply  to  immi- 
grants now  arriving  as  to  the  Creoles  of  the  colony.  The  only  way  that  either  can,  in  the 
existing  state  of  society,  become  bound  to  any  particular  estates,  is  by  investing  them  ivith  an 
interest  in  immoveable  property  upon  them.  All  attempts  to  exercise  authority  over  tenants, 
beyond  that  of  requiring  reasonable  rent — all  attempts  to  coerce  labour  by  any  other  means 
than  the  stimulus  of  its  reward,  are  as  unwise  as  they  are  unjust,  and  will  recoil  with  baneful 
effect  on  those  who  employ  them. 

No.  III.  New  Institutions. 
As  churches — schools — savings  banks — benefit  societies. 
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No.  lY . .  State  and  ^prospects  of  Cudtivation,  BttlTlSH  GUIANA 

NoticiDg  the  supply  of  labour  and  the  rate  of  wages — the  produce  of  the  lasrt;  crop,  and  the 

promise  of  the  next — the  weather,  &c. 

The  supply  of  labour  is  very  deficient  throughout  the  colony,  not  to  say  in  proportion  to  the 
e&tent  and  resources  of  tlus  fertile  province,  but  even  to  keep  up  those  fine  plantations  which 
were  in  high  cultivation  three  years  ago,  and  .the  abaiidoument  of  which,  even  partially,  witl 
involve  a  loss  of  property  ruinous  to  the  owners,  and  seriously  injurious  to  the  colony  generally, 
inasmuch  as  it  will  require  years  of  assiduous  labour  and  close  economy  to  replace  the  capi- 
tal lost.  All  men  of  ordinary  foresight  must  have,  anticipated  a  considerable  diminution  of 
labour,  from  the  existing  population,  as  a  consequence  of  their  emancipation.  Mothers  would 
naturally  devote  some,  and  perhaps  a  considerable  portion  of  their  time  to  the  comforts  of  their 
husbands  and  their  children.  The  very  old,  and  those  labouring  under  severe  chronic  ail- 
ments, would  probably  retire  wholly  from  the  labours  of  the  field ;  and  parents,  whose  liberal 
•wages  emable  them  to  dispoBse  with  the  earnings  of  their  children,  would  not  be  likely  to  sub- 
ject them  to  premature  or  fievere  work.  Even  the  able-]bodied  men  might  indulge  in  more 
frequent  rdaxarion  than  the  rigorous  discipline  of  slavery  allowed,  or  might  occasionally  em- 
ploy their  industry  on  their  own  account.  Taking  these  considerations  into  account,  I  do  not 
think  tbft  amount  of  labour  afforded  to  the  estates  by  the  .present  population,  less  than  we 
had  reason  to  expect  It  was,  however,  supposed  that  immigration  would  before  this  time  have 
taken  place  to  a  sufficient  extent  to  make  up  for  the  diminution  of  labour,  occasioned  by  the 
beforemeotioned  causes.     Without  questioning  how  or  why  immigration  has  hitherto  been 

.obstructed  to  this  colony,  I  shall  only  remark  that  it  is  highly  desirable  and  important  that  no 
further  impediments  should  obstruct  their  introduction.     No  country  can  offer  greater  advan- 

'.tages  to  immigrants,  especially  from  tropical  clhnates,  than  this  province,  none  is  more 
urgently  in  ne^  of  them.  Were  proprietors  so  disposed,  it  would  not  be  in  their  power  to 
take  any  undue  advantage  of  them,  so  long  as  stipecdiary  magistrates  are  continued  with  their 

-rnreaent  authority.    So  highly,  however,  are  labourers  now  needed  and  desired  that,  to  my 

•  knowledge,  some  proprietors,  led  by  experience  to  take  .a  more  enlightened  view  of  their  own 
interests  than  their  neighbours,  have  lately  offered  to  sell  small  lots  of  land  to  them,  of  the 
best  quality,  in  desirable  situations,  and  at  very  moderate  prices,  with  the  sensible  view  of 
thereby  attaehing  them  permanently  to  their  properties.    Hie  produce  of  the  first  half  of  the 

.last  crop  was  diminished  by  too  much  rain  ;  the  latter  half  was  abundant,  and  the  prospect 
of  the  next  is  favourable. 


No.  V.  Improvements  and  EMsooveries. 

Important  machines  for  facilitating  the  manufacture  of  sugar  and  coffee,  have  of  late  years 
been  generally  introduced.  A  valuable  machine  for  excavating  large  trenches  and  canals,  has 
lately  been  used.  The  plough  has  been  employed  to  great  advantage  on  a  few  estates,  but 
owing  to  causes  which  I  cannot  trace,  it  has  not  been  so  generally  introduced  as  I  think  it 
may  and  ultimately  will  be. 

No.  VI.  State  of  Internal  Traffic. 

Noticing  the  sort  of  goods  which  are  most  in  demand. 

Numerous  little  stores  or  shops  are  established  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  which  supply 
•the  several  articles  of  food  and  clothing  generally  required  by  the  labourers,  whose  wants  tiave 
surprisingly  increased  with  the  means  of  indulging  them.  Licensed  hucksters  also  travel  to  the 
.plantations,  and  bakers'  carts  supply  them  with  bread  of  a  good  quality.  Though  the  wants  of 
the  labourers  have  increased  with  their  means,  a  disposition  is  very  general  among  them  to 
hoard  with  the  view  of  purchasing  land  for  a  free  settlement. 

W.  J.  BkiTTAiN,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


(No.  120.)  No.  34. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 
My  Lord,  Arabian  Coast,  Essequibo,  September  11,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  three  letters,  two  of  which  no.  34. 

from  the  Agent-General  of  Emigration  to  the  Government  Secretary,  the  third 
being  a  copy  of  Mr.  Hackett's  instructions  by  letter  to  the  agent  at  Berbice. 

These  documents  relate  to  the  arrival  of  the  Venezuela  colonial  steamer,  from 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  with  129  Africans,  the  remainder  of  the  cargo  of  the  captured 
slaver  Dous  de  Fevreiro,  on  the  8th  instant,  after  a  short  passage  of  24  days,  in- 
cluding four  days  at  Pernambuco. 

I  am  happy  to  say  there  was  neither  death  nor  sickness  during  the  vc^age, 
"amongst  the  Africans,  who  by  my  desire,  and  with  their  ovm  consent,  have  been 
.  transferred  to  Berbice,  where  they  will  be  located  %vith  every  attention  to  their 
comfort. 

Ample  provision  was  made  by  Her  Majesty's  Chargfe  d' Affaires  at  Rio,  for  the 
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gMTiSH  qjJUNA  health,  and  proper  $uate«wiM  of  the  Afmaofi,  and  aisurgeota^  wHs  prarared  at  RH> 
'  to  accompany  them.  .  .;     .       ,     ;» 

I  shall  reserve  till  the  nexi  mail,  further  particulars  communicated  to  me  by  Mr. 
Ouseley. 

I  havo,..to(%> .-,:...!  ....  ,',./ 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell,  (Signed)  HENRY  LIOrfT. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Sir,    •  litimig;t«ti<m  Office,  September  8i  li4L* '^ 

End.  in  No.  34.  ^  hAvb  the  honour  to  announce,  for  the  inforttisitioin-  of  hid  .Eetcellenflyithe  Governor, 

the  arrival  of  the  Venezuela  steaaaer  this  day,  with  129  oapeuved  A/rieam»  o«  board,  .foova  jpUv 
de  Janeiro,  being  thp  remaining  portion  of  those  taken  in  the  slaT^r  JDous  da  F^vre^io,  a^A 
already  located  at  Berbice. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  no  death  has  occurred  on  the  passage,  except  one  man  belonging 
to  the  Vessel,  who  died  of  dysentery,  all  the  people  looking  exceedingly  healthy  and  iri  ^Dod 
spirits.  They  have  come  imder  the  charge  of  an  intelligent  and  careftil  triedfcal  ptaCtftibhfef, 
(Dr.  Bullock,)  who  appears  to  have  spari»i  n^  trouble  in>adnilnistering  to  their  watits^otni^ 
comforts.  They  are  very  tractable,  and  I  might>add  civilized,  considering  the  situation  /rom 
which  they  have  so  re^ntly  been  rescued,  .    ,  ».        ,  ., 

The  sexes  are  verj*^  nearly  equal,  there  being  60  females  to  69  males,  the  great  majority  of 
all  of  whom  are  young,  between,  I  should  say,  the  ages  of  12  and  18  years. 

I  have  but  a  short  time  been  put  in  possession  of  his  Excellency's  memorandum,  respecting 
the  location  of  these  people  in  wrbice,  and  am  dr^ady  in  treaty  with  'Mr.  AUati  M'Dotiald 
for  their  passage  thither  on  board  the  Lady  Floira  Hastings,  and  skbttld  no  objection  be  mad^ 
to  receive  them  on  board,  Mr.  M'Donald  has  agreed  ta  provide  a  passage  freeof^anyiexpense 
to  the  colony,  •    ,  .     ,  .       .  .    ,     ,  . 

The  Venezuela  pprfornied  her  trip  to  Rio  in  37  days,  having  a  strong  head  wind  to  coi^- 
fend  against  almost  all  the  way,  besides  two  stoppages  for  fuel  at  INfaranham  and  Pernambnco, 
fortunately  the  dep6ts  were  well  supplied. 

H^r  stay  at  Rio  was  nearly  a  month,  almost  three  weeks  of  which  time  she  was  detained  for 
convoy.  Her  passage  hack  has  been  only  24  days,  four  of  which  were  spent  at  Pernambuco, 
at  which  place  only  she  had  to  call  for  fuel. 

I  am,  &c. 
.        .    (Signed)  James  Ha.ckett,      ; 

The  Hon.  il,  E.  F.  Young,  .  Agent-General  for  Imniigration, 

Government  Secretary. 

•  "  '  .  <    f^ 

Sir,  Immigration  Offic^u  J8^ptep[^ber  9,  1841. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  yesteafday's  date,  I  have  the  honour  to  state,  for  ih% 
further  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,' that  finding  there  was  no  objection  n^ade 
by  the  newly-arrived  Africans  on  board  the  Venezuela  to  the  proposition  of  sending  them  to 
oerbice,  but  that  they  seemed  rather  pleased  with  the  prospect  of  meeting  their  relations  and 
friends  again,  I  at  once  concluded  my  arrangement  with  Mr.  M 'Donald  for  their  passage 
thither,  and  I  have  just  now  returned  from  having  seen  them  all  safely  transhipp^'  on  board' 
the  Lady  Flora  Hastings,  and  on  the  way  to  their  place  of  destination. 

The  accompanying  letter  is  a  copy  of  one  which  I  have  forwarded  to  Mr.  Lowenield,  for  his 
guidance,  which  I  hope  will  meet  bis  Excellency's  approbation. 

Enclosed  also  ^re  returns  of  other  immigrant  arrivals  since  my  Wt  report  to  his  Excellency. 
The  Peg,  A.  Ramss^,  from  Barbados,  arrived  this  morning,  brings  an  account  that  vessels 
from  hence  to  that  island  will  have  to  remain  23  days  in  quarantine,  owing  to  the  alleged 
prevalency  of  small-pox  here  at  present. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  Jambs  Hackktt, 

The  Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young,  Agent-Geneml  for  Immigration.. 

Government  Secretary. 

Sir,  Immigration,  Office,  SeptemiJer  9,  1641. 

Having  received  instructions  from  his^  Excellency  the  Governor  to  forward  the 
captured  Africans  who  arrived  here  yesterday  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  in  the  Venezuela  steamer 
to  Berbice,  to  be  located  there,  I  now  do  so  accordingly,  under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Allan 
M*Donald,  who  takes  them  up  with  him  on  board  the  steamer  Lady  Flora  Hastings,  free  of 
any  expense  to  the  colony. 

I  am  to  request  your  best  attention  in  behalf  of  these  people,  and  also  to  convey  to  you  his 
Excellency's  desire  that  their  respective  locations  may  be  made,  under  the  combined  arrange* 
ment  of  the  stipendiary  magistrate,  Mr.  Strutt,  his  Honour  Sheriff  Whin  field,  and  yourself. 

They  are  129  in  number,  of  whom  60  are  females,  aU  in  good  health  and  spirits,  being 
the  cemaining  portion  of  those  already  landed  in  Berbice  from  the  slaver  Dous  de  Fevreiro. 
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Hi^atd  bBtonwr^rfU  %etlmd  in  tbeii^tocaH«m  40  t6e  teWnibn  6f  femflles  and  the  felafionship  of  feRlTlsn  GUIANA 
the  parties,  where  such  may  be  discovered  to  exist  .'  

(Signed)  James  Hackett,  .  .,       « 

G.  G.  Lowenfeld,  Esq.,  Agent*General  for  Immigration* 


Agentforlmmigi^tjon.  ^* 


(No.  122.)  -  No.  35. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  LictHX  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

MjtLord,  . .      .'  Arabian  Coast,  Essequibo,  21st  September,  1841. 

In. my  Bespatoh  No.  120,  date  11th  September,  I  had  the  honour  of         N^.as* 
reporting'  the  arrival  of  the  Venezuela  steamer,  belonging  to  this  colony,  from 
ftto  de  Janeiro,  and  the  steps  taken  with  regard  to  the  captured  Africans 
brought  here  from  thence. 

.1  nave  now  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your  Lordship  copies  of  the 
various  documents  received  from  Mr.  Ouseley,  the  Charge  d'Afiaires,  and 
ifom  Mr.  C«  Ouseley,  who  has  been  appointed  agent  for  this  colony  at  Rio. 
.     No.  I  is  copy  of  Mr.  Ouseley's  letter  to  me,  referring  to  various  correspond- 
ence in  the  succeeding  pages  annexed  to  that  copy,  lettered  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  P,  G. 

A,  is  copy  of  Mr.  Ouseley's  offer  of  the  agency  to  Mr.  C.  Ouseley.   B,  is  copy  of 

acceptance.     C,  is  copy  of  notification  of  Mr.  C.  Ouseley's  appointment  as 

agent  to  the  captain  of  the  steamer  Venezuela.     D,  i$  copy  of  a  letter  from  

Mr.  C.  Ouseley  to  the  Chai^&  d'Afiaires,  demanding  the  amount  of  Africans 

ready  for  embarkation.     E,  is  copy  of  letter  from  Mr.  Ouseley  to  Mr.  C. 

Ouseley,  stating  the  terms  on  which  the  latter  is  to  hold  the  agency.     F,  is  a  

request  from  Mr.  C.  Ouseley  for  interference  to  protect  the  Venezuela  from 

bemg  molested  by  the  Brazilian  cruizers.     G,.is  copy  of  information  to  the  

captain  of  the  steamer  that  application  has  been  made  to  the  Cbaiige  d'Afiaires 
for  protection. 

In  addition  to  these  documents,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  copy  of  a  . 

private  and  confidential  communication  respecting  the  transfer  of  captured 
Africans  to  this  colony,  and  Mr.  Ouseley's  reasons,  in  which  I  entirely 
concur,  for  the  appointment  of  Mr.  C.  Ouseley.  It  will  be  highly  advan- 
tageous to  the  interests  of  the  colony,  and  will  I  hope  be  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  as  well  as  by  your  Lordship. 

The  remaining  documents,  2, 3,  are  copy  of  a  letter  forwarding  Mr.  Ouseley's 

instructions  to  his  brother  with  regaid  to  the  agency,  which  are  highly 
judicious. 

No.  1,  the  last  of  a  series  of  papers  relative  to  expenses  incurred  on  account 

of  the  captured  Africans,  by  Mr.  C.  Ouseley,  not  necessary  to  be  forwarded 
to  your  Lordship ;  and  a  copy  annexed  of  the  application  made  for  convoy 
to  the  Venezuela. 

If  I  were  not  convinced  that  the  nnhappy  Africans  are  benefited  by  the 
transfer  to  this  colony,  I  should  not  so  urgently  press  the  continuance  of  the 
countenance  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  that  effect.  I  have,  in  my 
residence  on  this  coast,  seen  that  the  Africans  from  Sierra  Leone  are  far  from 
being  in  the  civilized  state  1  should  have  anticipated ;  that  their  condition 
must,  therefore,  here  be  improved ;  how  much  more  so  then  must  the  pure 
savage  be  raised  by  being  brought  amongst  his  own  colour,  who  are  in  a  high 
progressive  state  of  civilization. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

The  Riglit  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  35. 

No.  1. 
Sir,  British  Legion,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  August  2,  1841 . 

Rbfchrino  to  the  separate  correspondence  with  which  your  Excellency  honoured  me     End.  in  No.  35. 
relating  to  the  details  of  the  service  required  for  the  interests  of  British  Guiana,  as  relates  to 
the  conveyance  to  that  colony  of  liberated  Africans,  I  beg  to  refer  to  the  enclosed  copies  of 
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BRITISH  GUIANA  various  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  on  this  matter,  which  1  transmit  for  yottt 
■—  Excellency's  information.-  By  this  opportunity  (the  return  of  the  Venezuela  steamer)  I  forward 
~ other  communications  on  the  same  subject. 

—  I  have,  &c., 

—  His  Excellency  Henry  Light,  Esq.,  (Signed)  W.  G.  OvsEver. 

—  &c.  &c.  &c. 


C. 


(A.) 
Sir,  British  Legation,  July  23,  1841. 

\  Having  been  empowered  by  the  government  of  Her  Majesty's  colony  of  Guiana  to 

enter  into  the  arrangements  that  may  seem  most  expedient  for  promoting  the  conveyance  to 
that  colony  of  subh  Africans  as  frcnm  time  to  time  may  be  captured  under  circumstances 
admitting  of  their  being  sent  to  a  British  possession,  I  hereby,  in  virtue  of  the  authority  vested 
in  me  by  the  government  of  British  Guiana,  nominate  and  appoint  you  agent  for  that  colony; 
and  request  you  to  let  me  know  idiether  you  are  ready  to  undertake  the  services  required  for 
the  furtherance  of  the  above-mentioned  object,  to  the  details  of  which  it  is  impossible  for  me 
personally  to  attend. 

I  transmit  a  memorandum,  which  is  to  be  considered  as  containing  the  instructions  to  which 
you  are  to  conform,  until  the  same  be  modified  or  explained  by  other  instructions  from  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  of  British  Guiana. 

The  expenses  which  you  may  incur  in  carrying  into  eflfbct  the  objects  of  the  government 
of  British  Guiana  will  be  duly  considered,  and  will  form  the  subject  of  a  separate  oom- 
munication. 

I  have,  &1C, 
Henry  C.  Ouseley,  Esq.,  (Signed)  W.  G.  Ousslbt. 

&c.        Ac         &c. 


(B.) 
Sir,  British  Legation,  July  23,  184L 

In  reply  to  your  letter  af  this  date,  appointing  me  agent  for  the  colonial  govemmeat 
of  British  Guiana,  for  the  transmission  of  any  AMcans  who  may  from  time  to  time  be  captured 
in  slave  vessels  on  this  station,  under  circumstances  allowing  of  their  being  sent  to  that  colony; 
and  enclosing  a  memorandum,  to  serve  as  instructions  for  my  guidance,  until  modified  or  re- 
plaoed  by  other  instructions  from  the  Governor  of  British  Guiana,  I  beg  to  state  that  I  am 
wUling  to  accept  the  appointment  in  question,  and  shall  use  my  best  endeavours  to  fulfil  your 
instructions,  or  those  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  British  Guiana,  respecting  the  services 
to  be  performed,  • 

I  have,  &c., 
W,  G.  Ouseley,  Esq.,  (Signed)  H.  C.  Ouselet. 

&c.       &c.       &c. 


(C.) 
Sir,  British  Legation,  July  23,  1841. 

Having  appointed  Henry  C.  Ouseley,  Esq.,  Attache  to  Her  Majesty's  Legation  at  this 
Court,  as  agent  for  British  Guiana,  in  all  such  matters  relating  to  the  cmiveyance  to  that  colony 
of  captured  Africans,  as  I  am  authorized  to  provide  for,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  apply 
to  that  gentleman  for  whatever  advice  or  assistance  you  may  require  in  the  discharge  of  your 
duties  as  commander  of  the  Venezuela,  while  in  this  country.  Should  it  be  necessary  for  you 
to  apply  to  the  British  Legation,  the  Admiral  Commander-in-chief,  or  to  the  Brazilian  autho- 
rities, the  proper  channel  for  communication  will  be  Mr.  Henry  Ouseley. 

I  have,  &c. 
W.  Causzar,  Esq.,  (Signed)  W.  G.  Ousblbt. 

Commanding  the  British  Colonial  steamer  Venezuela. 


(D.) 
Sir,  British  Legation,  July  25,  1841. 

I  HAVE  to  request  that  you  will  do  me  the  favour  to  let  me  know  the  exact  number  of 
Africans  who  are  to  be  received  on  board  the  British  Colonial  steamer  Venezuela,  from  Her 
Majesty's  receiving  ship  Crescent,  for  a  passage  to  Demerara. 

I  have,  &c. 
W.  G.  Ouseley,  Esq.,  (Signed)  H.  C.  Ouselby. 

&c.     &c.     &c. 


(E.) 
Sir,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  July  26,  1841. 

With  reference  to  my  official  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  appointing  you  agent  for  Her 
Maiestv's  colonv  of  Guiana  at  this  capital.  I  have  to  inform  vou  that  vou  will  receive  until 
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wfaiclLyou  are  cbargedl»  the  sum  of  SOL  per  quarter^  or  a  daily  pay,  equivalent  to  the  sum  of  BRITISH  GUIANA 
200/.  per  anoum.  — 

This  sum  is  to  defray  all  extra,  expenses,  such  as  those  o£  chaise,  or  horse -hire,  the  expenses 
of  messengers,  boais^  as  well  as  for  stationery;  in  short,  all  incidisntal  a&d  personal  expenses 
whateFer  meiaered  in  the  agency  for  British  Guiana,  for  which  no  separate  account  is  to  he 
brought,  and  is  also  to  be  considered  as  remuneratiog  the  services  which  you  will  have  to 
perform  as  aceat  for  the  colony. 

You  will,  merefore^  be  empowered  by  me  to  draw  for  50/.  quarterly^  until  the  pleasure  of 
bis  Excellency  the  Governor  of  British  Guiana  be  ascertained  as  to  the  contuuiance  or 
alteration  of  the  present  arrangement.  Should  any  uaforeseen  circumstances  render  it  expe- 
dient in  your  opinion  to  incur  greater  expenses,  you  will  address  the  govemm^it  of  Guiana, 
fully  explaining  su^  circumstances,,  and  request  the  necessary  aimwriflatioM>  for  which, 
however^  it  is  not  probable  that  a  necessity  will  arise. 

I  have,  &e« 
Henry  C  Ouseley,  Esq.,  (Signed)    *       W.  G.  Ooskley. 

jbe.       &e.      &a 


(F.) 
Sir,  Britidi  Legation,  July  29,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  request  your  interference  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary 
to  secure  the  British  Colonial  steamer  Venezuela,  now  about  to  proceed  on  her  voyage  to 
Demerara,  from  detention  or  hindrance,  either  in  leaving  this  port,  or  in  case  ^he  falls  in  with 
a  Brazilian  cruizer  at  sea,  or  should  be  obliged  to  touch  at  any  of  the  northern  ports  of  this 
empire,  in  order  to  procure  fuel  or  supplies. 

Her  conveying  liberated  Africans  to  that  colony  being  a  circumstance  which  might  possibly 
give  rise  to  difficulties  on  the  part  of  the  Brazilian  authorities. 

I  have,  &c. 
W.  G.  Ouseley,  Esq.,  (Signed)  H.  C.  Ouseley. 

&c.     &c.     &c. 


(G.) 
Sir,  British  Legation,  July  29,  1841. 

I  HAVE  to  inform  you  that  I  have  already  addressed  Her  Majesty's  Charg^  d* Affaires 
requesting  him  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  secure  the  British  Colonial  steamer  under  your 
command,  now  about  to  proceed  on  her  voyage  to  Demerara  from  detention  or  hindrance  on 
the  part  of  the  Brazilian  authorities,  either  in  feaving  this  port,  or,  in  case  she  falls  in  with  a 
Brazilian  cruizer  at  sea,  or  should  be  obliged  to  touch  at  any  of  the  northern  ports  of  this 
empire,  in  order  to  procure  fuel  or  supplies. 

As  your  departure  now  depends  wnoUy  on  the  result  of  the  measures  taken  by  Mr.  Ouseley, 
I  shall  not  rail  to  let  you  know  it  as  early  as  possible^  in  order  to  prevent  any  unnecessary 
delay. 

I  li^ve,  &c. 
W.  Causzar,  Esq.,  (Signed)  H.  C.  Ouseley, 

&c.     &c.     &c. 

(True  Ccmies.) 
W.  B.  WoLSELEY,  Assistant  Government  Secretary. 


(Private  and  Confidential) 
Sir,  British  Legation,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  August  2,  1841. 

I  regret  to  say  that  it  has  been  impossible  for  me  to  give  all  that  personal  attention  to 
carry  into  effect  your  Excellency's  wishes  and  recommendations  in  regard  to  the  important 
subjects  of  your  late  communications  by  the  Venezuela,  that  I  could  wish.  Your  despatches 
reached  me  at  the  moment  when  my  duties  at  this  Court,  as  Her  Majesty's  Charge  d*  Affaires, 
are  about  to  cease,  and  at  the  same  time  the  Emperor's  coronation,  and  arrival  of  *Mr. 
Hamilton  Hamilton,  Her  Majesty's  envoy,  have  not  left  me  a  moment  to  call  my  own. 

It  became  absolutely  necessary  to  name  some  person  to  carry  out  the  plan  indicated  by 
your  Excellency;  and  I  considered  it  but  an  act  of  justice  to  the  colony  of  British  Guiana 
which  has  come  forward  so  promptly  and  liberally  to  meet  views  that  I  could  not  but  anticipate 
would  be  approved  by  Her  Majesty  s  Government ;  and  that  I  at  first  adopted  on  my  own 
responsibility ;  to  further  by  any  means  in  my  power  at  once  the  interests  of  Her  Majesty's 
colony,  and  those  of  the  Africans  captured  by  our  cruizers. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  have  entirely  approved  of  the  steps  that  I  took  in  this  matter, 
and  have  further  directed  that  they  should  be  followed  up  on  every  fitting  occasion. 

It  appeared  to  •  me  for  several  reasons  expedient  to  name  a  gentleman  attached  to  Her 
Majesty's  Legation,  as  agent  for  British  Guiana.  Mr.  Henry  Ouseley,  my  brother,  has,  by  his 
position,  a  facility  of  access  to  Her  Majesty's  minister  and  to  the  conimander-in-dhief :  he  is» 
moreover,  exempted  from  any  jurisdiction  of  the  Brazilian  authorities,  and,  consequently,  less 
liable  to  the  annoyances  and  impediments  to  which  an  agency  for  the  peculiar  purpose  in 
question,  established  in  any  mercantile  house,  or  by  the  employment  of  an  unprotected  indi- 
vidual, probably  would  be  subjected.  Moreover,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  persons  engaged 
in  commercial  pursuits  have  necessarily  peculiar  interests  to  consult,  and  might  possibly  be 
more  mindful  of  procuring  employment  for  their  own  vessels,  or  turning  to  profitable  account 
the  power  with  which  they  might  b^  i^^ested  in  the  purchase  of  supplies,  &c.ji  than  of  the 
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BaiTI&n  GUIANA  interests  of  the  colony.     By  the  employment  of  Mr.  Henry  Ouseleyi  with  a  small  fixed  salary, 
■* —  any  risk  of  this  sort  is  entirely  avoided,  and  the  agent  kept  entirely  clear  of  any  unfatourable 

influence  whatever.  I  think  'it  may  be  expedient  for  me  to  draw  for  three  or  six-  months* 
salary,  or  50/.  or  100/.,  for  Mr.  H.  Ouseley,  leaving  that  sum  subject  to  his  order;  and  if  the 
arrangement  is  satisfactory  to  your  Excellency^  he  can  then  be  empowered  to  continue  quar* 
terly  to  draw  50/. 

The  general  model  which  I  have  directed  Mr.  H.  Ouseley  to  follow  in  the  contracts  for 
supplies,  &c.,  is  the  system  pursued  for  Her  Majesty's  receiving  ship  Crescent,  which  has  been 
found  to  answer  remarkably  welL  The  same  tradesmen  and  artificers  will  also  be  employed, 
when  required,  as  those  hired  for  the  Crescent. 

The  great  importance  of  supplying  Her  Majesty's  colonies  with  labourers,  and  of  at  the 
same  time  defeating  the  purposes  of  the  slave  traders,  strikes  me  so  strongly,  that  it  would 
have  been  among  me  chief  objects  of  my  official  and  personal  exertions,  had  I  remained  in 
charge  of  this  Legation,  to  further  your  Excellency's  objects.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
has  also  come  forward  nobly  in  this  cause ;  and  it  is  consequently,  not  only  a  matter  of  expe- 
diency or  incUnation,  but  of  duty,  to  assist  it.  I  doubt  not  that  you  will  find  Mr.  Hamilton 
(who  informs  me  that  he  is  personally  acquainted  with  you)  ready  to  assist  your  views  for  the 
advantage  of  the  colony. 

Many  details  on  which  I  should  have  been  glad  to  consult  your  Excellency,  I  am  forced 
*  Enclosed  in       merely  to  indicate  in  the  memorandum*  given  to  Mr.  Henry  Ouseley.     Some  delay  and 

^Q-  ^' difficulty  has  occurred  in  getting  the  Venezuela  out,  from  the  Brazilian  Government  not  having 

positively  recognized  the  character  of  that  vessel.  It  would  be  advisable  in  future  to  furnish 
any  vessel  coming  hither  with  such  a  commission  or  authority,  as  would  entirely  take  it  out  of 
the  class  of  mercnant  vessels. 

If  the  appointment  of  my  brother  be  approved,  I  would  request  your  Excellency  to  forward 
by  the  first  opportunity  a  commission  for  him  as  agent  for  the  colony  of  British  Guiana  under 
such  conditions  as  you  may  think  fit. 

I  have,  &c. 
I  ^  His  Excellency  Henry  Light,  (Signed)  W.  G.  Ouseley. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 

(A  true  Copy.) 
W.  B.  WoLSELEi,  Assistant  Government  Secretary. 


No.  2. 

Sir,  British  Legation,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  August  2,  1841. 

I  HAD  the  honour  duly  to  receive  your  Excellency's  Despatches,  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  and 
other  communications  by  the  Venezuela  steamer,  and  by  the  return  of  that  vessel  forward  my 
replies  and  Despatches  of  this  date. 

Being  about  to  return  to  England,  and  having  to  make  over  the  afiairs  of  her  Majesty's 
legation  to  the  envoy,  Mr.  Hamilton  Hamilton,  I  have  been,  and  am  still  so  fully  occupied, 
that  it  has  been  out  of  my  power  to  give  to  the  details  of  the  service  that  your  Excellency  has 
confided  to  me,  that  personal  attention  (beyond  that  of  giving  the  necessary  instructions  and 
providing  for  their  execution,)  that  1  should  have  wished.  I  have,  however,  deputed  Mr. 
Henry  Ouseley,  attached  to  her  Majesty's  legation,  to  act  for  me  in  this  matter,  and  he  will 
continue  to  do  so,  under  my  instructions,  imtil  he  receives  further  notice  or  difierent  ijistruc-. 
tions  from  your  Excellency. 

The  memorandum,  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose,  contains  such  instructions 
as  it  appeared  to  me  advisable  at  once  to  give  for  the  guidance  of  Mr.  H.  Ouseley,  as  agent 
for  British  Guiana';  and  I  have  to  request  that  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  cause  any 
additions  or  alterations  in  those  instructions  which  may  seem  expedient  to  be  made  in  them, 
corresponding  directly  with  that  gentleman,  as  want  of  the  knowledge  and  experience  possessed 
by  your  Excellency  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  and  wants  of  the  colony  may  have  caused 
many  points  to  escape  me. 

There  is  at  this  moment  a  captured  slave  barque  in  this  harbour,  which  may,  I  trust,  be 
sent  shortly  to  British  Guiana  for  adjudication,  and  furnish  means  of  transport  for  upwards  of 
100  more  Africans,  now  in  the  temporary  employ  of  different  individuals  in  and  near  this 
capital. 

I  have,  &c.. 
His  Excellency  Henry  Light,  (Signed)  W.  G.  Ouseley. 

&c.  &c. 


Memorandum 

To  serve  as  instructions  to  Henry  C.  Ouseley,  Esq.,  as  agent  for  the  Government  of  British 
Guiana  for  conveying  to  that  colony  captured  Africans,  &c. 

Art.  1.  Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  a  vessel  with  captured  Africans  on  board,  who  are, 
with  the  sanction  of  her  Majesty's  minister  at  this  court,  to  be  removed  to  a  British  possession, 
you  will  apply  to  the  minister  for  his  permission  to  cause  the  said  Africans  to  be  conveyed  to 
British  Guiana. 

Art.  2.  You  will  also  solicit  the  assistance  and  good  offices  of  the  Admiral  Commander  in 
Chief,  or  senior  officer  on  this  station  for  the  furtherance  of  the  object  for  which  you  are 
appointed.  To  that  effect  I  shall  furnish  you  with  an  ofiicial  letter  of  recommendation  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  Sir  Edward  D.  King. 

Art.  3.  I  should  recommend  your  proceeding  on  board  such  captured  vessel  as  may  enter 
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this  harbour  with  or  without  Africans  on  board,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  number,  general  age  BRITISH  GUIANA 
and  appearance,  and  sanitary  state  of  the  Africans,  if  any,  on  board,  or  the  capacity  and  state  ""* 

of  the  vessel,  with  a  view  to  determine  whether  it  be  advisable  to  take  measures  for  causing 
their  immediate  transmission  to  British  Guiana ;  or  whether  the  vessel  be  fitted  for  the  con- 
veyance of  Africans  to  that  destination. 

Art.  4.  Should  an  empty  slave  vessel  fitted  to  convey  Africans  be  brought  in  as  a  prize,  you 
will  request  permission  in  the  proper  quarter  to  cause  the  transhipment  of  such  Africans  from 
on  board  Her  Majesty's  receiving  ship  Crescent,  or  elsewhere  in  this  country,  as  may  be 
placed  at  your  disposal. 

Art.  5.  You  must  be  particularly  careful,  however,  to  avoid  giving  rise  to  any  embarrass- 
ment or  delay  by  a  neglect  of  the  Brazihan  quarantine,  and  general  sanitary  regulations,  for 
the  rigorous  and  perhaps  vexatious  enforcement  of  which  you  must  be  prepared. 

Art.  6.  Should  slave  vessels  be  captured  on  the  northern  coast  of  Brazil,  it  would  be 
advisable  to  apprize,  unofficially,  the  commanders  of  Her  Majesty's  vjessels  of  the  advantage  of 
sending  their  captures  at  once,  and  without  entering  this  port,  to  British  Guiana  for  condem- 
nation, both  on  accoimt  of  propinquity  and  &cility  of  navigation ;  as  also  of  the  promptitude 
shown  by  the  government  and  inhabitants  of  that  colony,  in  liberally  providing  means  to 
transport,  and  take  charge  of  captured  Africans  without  any  expense  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. Similar  considerations  might  be  submitted  on  fitting  occasions  to  Her  Majesty's  minister 
or  Commander-in-Chief  to  induce  a  preference  in  sending  captured  Africans  to  British  Guiana, 
inasmuch  as  although  other  colonies  have  shown  a  desire  to  obtain  the  services  of  the  Africans, 
none  has  come  forward  with  the  ready,  practical,  and  effective  measures  that  the  government 
of  British  Guiana  has  already  adopted  for  their  transmission  and  subsequent  provision. 

Art.  7.  In  selecting  Africans  for  transmission  to  British  Guiana,  it  will  be  advisable,  as  far 
as  practicable,  to  avoid  disparihr  in  the  number  of  males  and  females. 

Art.  8.  An  ample  supply  of  water  must  in  all  cases  be  carefully  provided;  as  ako  a  well 
stored  medicine  chest,  for  the  due  preparation  of  which  I  recommend  your  applying  to  the 
surgeon  of  the  flag-ship  or  of  Her  Majesty's  receiving  ship ;  possibly  medicines  of  a  better 
quuity  might  thus  be  procured  than  those  usually  for  sale  in  the  town;  large  quantitiefs  of  the 
most  useful  and  general  medicines,  and  of  chlorate  of  lime  and  sodium  as  disinfectants,  and 
alum  for  purifybg  water,  should  be  provided. 

Art.  9.  It  will  always  be  advisable,  if  it  can  be  effected  without  great  delay  or  expense,  to 
procure  the  services  of  a  surgeon  or  qualified  medical  practitioner;  in  the  present  instance,  in 
fixing  the  remuneration  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Bullock,  who  proceeds  on  board  the  Venezuela  in 
that  capacity,  I  have  been  guided  by  the  amount  of  pay  received  by  the  assistant  surgeon  of 
Her  Majesty*s  receiving  ship ;  but  the  inducement  to  Mr.  Bullock  to  accept  this  offer  was,  that 
he  wished  for  a  passage  to  Demerara,  and  it  may  not  always  be  possible  to  procure  medical 
services  so  reasonably  at  short  notice,  and  for  a  period  of  short  duration. 

Art.  10.  Whenever  a  medical  man  is  engaged  for  a  slave  vessel,  you  will  put  him  in  com- 
munication with  the  surgeon  and  assistant  surgeon  of  Her  Majesty *s  receiving  ship,  requestmg 
them  to  afford  the  advice  and  assistance  which  their  experience  and  skill  will  enable  them  to 
afford. 

Art.  11.  Care  must  be  taken  to  secure,  as  far  as  possible,  all  vessels  proceeding  with 
liberated  Africans  from  impediments  or  difficulties  likely  to  be  experienced  from  the  Brazilian 
authorities  or  cruizers.  Whenever  possible,  it  will  be  advantageous  to  obtain  a  pennant  for 
the  steamer  or  vessel  employed,  and  a  naval  officer  and  some  men ;  also  a  gun  or  two,  and 
some  small  arms  and  ammunition,  both  as  a  means  of  makmg  signals  and  possible  defence ; 
as  also  to  preserve  that  police  or  discipline  on  board  which  it  may  otherwise  be  difficult  to 
enforce.  It  is  superfluous  to  recommend  that  the  greatest  prudence  and  forbearance  be  ob- 
served in  all  matters  likely  to  lead  to  dispute  or  difference  either  with  other  vessels  or  the 
shore,  or  in  Ihe  internal  arrangement  of  the  vessels.  It  is  advisable  rather  to  endeavour  to 
send  comparatively  few  who  may  thus  be  forwarded  in  good  health  and  safety  than  to  crowd 
the  vessels  so  as  to  cause  sickness  or  prevent  recovery. 

Art.  12.  As  it  appears  that  great  numbers  of  captured  Africans  are  now  in  dep6t  at 
St.  Helena  at  considerable  expense  to  Her  Majesty's  and  the  Colonial  Government,  and  that 
their  services  are  not  wanted  in  that  island,  I  have  to  suggest  to  you  the  expediency  of  apply- 
ing, in  the  proper  quarter  for  permission  to  send  any  vessel  captured,  or  otherwise  dispossible, 
as  a  transport  to  convey  Africans  from  thence  to  Guiana ;  as  also  to  enter  into  arrangements 
for  sending  captured  vessels  from  the  coast  of  Africa  or  the  high  seas  when  feasible,  at  once 
to  that  colony. 

Art.  13.  The  slave  barque  now  in  this  harbour,  or  any  other  hereafler  captured  and  to  be 
sent  to  a  British  vice-admiralty  court,  might  be  advantageously  employea  in  sending  the 
Africans  still  disposable  to  Guiana;  if,  on  application,  such  a  course  be  approved  by  Her 
Majesty's  minister  and-  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Art.  14.  It  would  be  advisable  that  a  dep6t  of  coals  should  be  established  for  the  account 
of  the  colony  of  British  Guiana,  if  that  government  should  think  fit  to  continue  to  send  steam 
vessels  to  this  capital,  as  the  fluctuation  in  price  is  then  avoided,  no  delay  experienced ;  and 
no  duty  being  levied  on  coals  and  machinery  in  this  country,  the  expediency  of  directing  cargoes 
of  coals,  or  vessels  to  be  ballasted  with  coals  and  sent  direct  from  England  to  this  place  with 
them,  on  account  of  the  government  of  Guiana,  might  be  suggested  to  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  as  a  great  saving  of  expense.  > 

Art.  15.  It  must,  above  all  things,  be  impressed  upon  the  commander,  surgeon,  and  others 
of  the  steamers  or  other  vessels  conveying  Africans,  to  be  particularly  careful  in  their  treatment 
of  the  Africans.     It  will  not  be  suffiaeut  that  they  themselves  should  be  scrupulous  and  vigi- 
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OUIAIVA  lant  in  all  matters  relating  to  their  healthy  comfort,  cleanliness^  food,  &c.,  so  as  to  merit  the 
**"  trust  confided  in  them,  they  must  also  be  mindful  that  no  abuses  arising  from  the  miscon- 

duct of  others  on  board  be  permitted. 

.  Art.  16.  Accounts  in  duplicate  must  be  carefully  and  regularly  kept  of  all  expenses  incurred 
in  furthering  the  objects  for  which  you  are  employed  as  agent  of  British  Guiana ;  and  copied 
forwarded  to  his  Excellency  the  Grovemor  of  that  colony ;  and  yo\i  will  endeavour  to  procure 
the  supplies  and  articles  required  at  the  lowest  rate  compatible  with  good  quality. 

(Signed)  W.  G.  Ouseley,  Her  Majesty's  Charg^  d'Affaires, 

(True  Copy.)  Rio  de  Janeiro,  26th  July,  1841. 

W.  B.  WoLSELEY,  Assistant  Government  Secretary. 


No,  3^ 
Sir,  Bio  de  Janeiro^  August  14, 1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  copy  of  a  letter  from  Her  Majesty's 
Charge  d'Affaires  to  the  Admiral,  Commander-in-Chief  on  this  station,  which  Having  been 
communicated  by  Mr.  Ouseley  to  me,  I  now  forward  as  explanatory  in  some  measure  of  the 
delay  which  has  unavoidably  taken  place  in  obtaining  for  that  vessel  a  sufficient  protection 
from  interruption  on  the  part  of  the  Brazilian  authorities,  who  would  be  very  likely  to  avail 
themselves  of  an  opportunity  of  interfering  with  unprotected  vessels  employed  on  the  same 
service  as  the  Venezuela. 

I  have,  &c. 

His  Excellency  Henry  Light,  Esq.,  (Signed)  H,  C.  Ousklby. 

&c«  &c.  &c. 


Sir,  Briti^  Legation,  11th  August,  1841; 

The  Venezuela  steamer  beii^  about  to  proceed  to  Demerara  with  the  remaining 
Africans  from  on  board  the  Dous  de  Feviereiro,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  from  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  and  having  reason  to  fear  that  interruption  may  be  experienced  from 
Brazilian  cruizers  by  that  steamer  in  proceeding  to  her  destination  with  Africans  on  board, 
unless  she  be  accompanied  by  one  of  Her  Majesty's  vessels,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will 
be  pleased  to  direct  that  a  vessel  of  war  be  sent  to  sea  with  that  steamer  if  there  do  not  exist 
on  your  part  any  objection  to  this  course. 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  this  first  experiment  in  forwarding  captured  Africans  by  a  vessel 
sent  expressly  from  Her  Majesty's  colonial  possessions  should  not  fail  in  consequence  of  mis- 
conception or  unwarrantable  hiterference.  And  it  is  on  this  account  that  I  am  more  anxious 
that  a  vessel  of  war  may  accompany  the  Venezuela  which,  although  provided  with  sufficient 
documents,  and  officially  announced  to  the  Imperial  Authorities  as  being  engaged  in  the 
service  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  may  yet,  if  unprotected,  be  subjected  to  interruptions, 
the  consequences  of  which,  with  many  persons  on  board,  might  be  very  injurious.  I  trust  to 
have  the  honour  of  personally  communicating  with  you  to  day  on  this  matter.  The  Vene- 
zuela is  ready  for  sea  at  a  few  hours'  notice. 

I  have,  &c. 
His  Excellency  Sir  Edward  D.  King,  (Signed)  W.  G.  Ouseley. 

&c.  &c.  &c 

(True  Copies.) 
W.  B.  Wolseley,  Assistant  Government  Secretary. 


(No.  33.)  No.  36. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Stanley  to  Governor  Light. 

Sir,  Downing^street,  8th  December,  1841. 

No,  86.  I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch,  No.  122,  of  the  21st  September,  trans- 

mitting various  documents  received  from  Mr.  Ouseley,  Her  Majesty's  Charg6 
d'Affaires  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  relative  to  the  conveyance  of  liberated  Africans  from 
Bio  to  British  Guiana,  and  the  appointment  of  Mr*  Henry  C.  Ouseley  as  agent  for 
the  colony  in  the  conduct  of  this  service. 

I  have  now  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Elarl  of  Aberdeen  has  stated  that  he  does 
not  object  to  Mr.  Henry  Ouseley's  appointment  to  that  office. 

I.  have,  &c. 
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(No.  123.) 


No.  37. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Govenior  Light  to  Lard  John  Russell. 


My  Lord, 


Arabian  Coast,  Essequibo,  22nd  September,  1841. 


BSlTltlH  QCIANA 


I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  stipendiary  magistrates'  returns  for  the 
month  of  August ;  the  summary  by  Mr.  Woiseley ;  the  separate  Coolie  returns, 
Africans  from  Sierra  Leone,  and  of  those  first  brought  here  in  the  captured  slaver 
from  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

There  is  a  great  inequality  in  the  sexes  amongst  the  first  arrivals  from  Sierra 
Lepne,  and  of  emigrants  from  the  islands,  who  will  not  bring  their  families  here 
till  they  have  had  experience  of  the  place.  I  shall  exert  myself  to  prevent  the 
continuance  of  this  inequality. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  report  the  few  complaints  adjudicated  by  the  magistrates 
between  planters  and  labourers ;  and  the  general  health  of  the  newly  arrived  Afri- 
cans, either  captured,  or  from  Sierra  Leone. 

I  have,  &c. 


The  Right.  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell,  (Signed) 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


HENRY  LIGHT. 


No.37« 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  37. 


An  Epitome  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates*  Records  of  Complaints  of  August,  1841. 


EncL  1,  in  No.  37. 


MagistrateH. 


W.  J.  Brittain 
C.  R.  Whiufidd 
A.  M.  Lyons  . 

J.  A.  Allen     . 


J.  0.  L.  Mure 

T.  Coleman    . 
J.  Macleod 

G.  Ball     .      . 

W.  H.  Ware  . 
D.  Maclennan 


No.  of 
Cams. 


0 
0 
1 


Nature  of  Offfence?. 


Complaint  preferred  by  a  domestic 
servant  against  her  mistress  for 
the  recovery  of  wages. 

5  complaints  by  journeymen  car- 
penters against  a  secondary  class 
of  master  carpenters  to  recover 
payments  of  their  accounts. 

1  complaint  preferred  by  an  Indian 
to  obtain  payment  of  wages  from 
a  wood- cutter. 

1  complaint  preferred  by  a  journey- 
man carpenter  against  a  master 
carpenter  for  the  recovery  of 
wages. 

1  washerwoman  against  an  overseer, 
to  obtain  payment  of  her  accotmt. 

2  complaints  for  the  recovery  of 
wages  between  carpenters  and 
coopers. 

1  complaint  preferred  by  a  labourer 
from  Sierra  Leone,  under  the  im- 
pression of  a  short  payment  of 
wages. 

Complaint  preferred  by  a  carpenter 
against  a  wood-cutter,  claiming 
32  dollars,  9  cents,  for  work  per- 
formed. 

1  journeyman  carpenter  against  mas* 
ter  carpenter  for  the  recovery  of 
wages. 

1  complaint  preferred  by  a  sheep- 
keeper  against  his  employer,  the 
manager  of  an  estate,  for  the  re- 
covery of  wages. 

1  female  plantation  labourer  against 
the  manager  to  recover  wages  that 
were  withheld. 


How  disposed  of. 


Judgment  for  complainant,  with  one 
dollar  compensation  for  time  lost,  at 
magistrate's  office. 

Adjusted  by  granting  a  little  time  to 
the  defendants. 


Letter  written  to  the  accused;  com- 
plainant to  report  result  if  not  sug- 
cessful. 

Warrant  to  distrain  issued,  and  by 
that  means  claim  recovered. 


Adjusted  to  complainant's  satisfaction. 

Time  allowed  to  remedy  defects  in 
work,  and  payment  ordered  there<- 
after. 

Claim  disproved  and  case  dismissed. 


Judgment  for  25  dollars  and  42  cents, 
all  that  was  justly  due. 


Claim  paid,  with  one  dollar  compen- 
sation for  time  lost  in  recovering  it 

Payment  ordered  on  condition  that  he 
identihed  a  sheep  which  he  had  al- 
lowed to  join  another  flock. 

Plea  for  withholding  unjustifiable, 
and  payment  ordered. 

'N2 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 


B]UTJS^  GUIANA 


An  Epitome  of  the  Stipendiary  MagiBtrates'  Bj^cardA^coniinued. 


Migistratm. 


No.  of 

Cases. 


Natuie  of  Ofifanoet. 


against  his 
payment  of 


W.  J.  Sandiford 


A.  van  R.  deGroot 


C.  H.  StTutt 


K.    Heyland, 
(Georgetown  dis- 
trict.) 


57 


plantation  labourer 
manager  to  obtain 
wages. 

1  complaint  between  two  carpenters 
to  dbtain  the  adjustment  of  an 
account 

1  complaint  preferred  by  a  Hill 
Ck)olie  labourer,  alleging  that  he 
had  not  received  any  allowance  of 
provisions  for  three  weeks. 

1  complaint  by  a  plantation  labourer 
to  recover  an  alleged  balance  of 
wages. 

1  complaint  by  a  plantation  labourer 
to  recover  an  alleged  balance  of 
wages. 

1  complaint  by  a  plantation  labourer 
to  recover  an  alleged  balance  of 
wages. 

1  complaint  professed  by  the  mana- 
ger of  an  estate  against  an  in- 
dentured Hill  Coolie  labourer, 
charging  him  with  eight  days  ab- 
sence from  his  master's  service. 

complaints  preferred  by  journey- 
men masons  and  carpenters  against 
their  master-workmen  for  the  re- 
covery of  wages. 
Complaints  principally  for  the  rer- 
^oveiy  of  wages,  and  all  occurring 
in  tiie  town^  between  journeymen, 
demeatics,  and  apprentice  boys; 
master  artificers  and  petty  trades- 
men. 


How  dispoied  of. 


Pay-book  examined,  and  the  amount 
due  found  to  exceed  the  amount 
claimed  by  1  dollar  iLnd  84  cents. 

Stands  over  till  the  residence  of  a 
party  concerned  can  be  ascertained. 

Tlie  evidence  proved  that  he  had  been 
absent  the  whole  time  without  any 
reasonable  excuse.     Dismissed. 

Complainant  discovered  that  she  was 
in  error,  and  withdrew  her  com- 
plaint. 

Half  the  amount  claimed  found  to  be 
due  and  paid. 

Dismissed,  the  complainant  having 
lefl  his  employ  in  violation  of  a 
contract  of  service. 

This  being  the  fifth  similar  ofience^ 
and  the  complainant  having  over- 
lo(^ed  all  former  ones  to  no  pur- 
pose, the  accused  was  sentenced  to 
four  days'  imprisonment  in  the 
colonial  jail. 

In  three  cases  the  amounts  claimed 
paid  immedrately ;  in  the  other  two 
a  fortnight's  grace  was  granted. 

Sixteen  dismissed ;  three  settled  whh 
out  adjudication;    the  remainder 
variously  ad>usted. 


W«  B.  WoiABLVY,  Circuit  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Summary  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates*  Records  of  Complaints  for  the 
Month  of  August,  1841. 

Messrs.  Stipendiary  Justices  Brittain  and  Wbinfield  report  that  they  had  no  complaint 
between  masters  and  servants  preferred  before  them  during  the  month  of  August. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Lyon's  record  contains  one  case,  a  complaint  preferred  by  a 
domestio  servant  against  her  mistress  for  withholding  her  wages  to  the  amount  of  four  dollars 
in  consequence  of  the  complainant  having  broken  a  tureen.  The  accused  declined  making 
any  defence,  and  was  sentenced  to  pay  the  amount  of  wages  that  was  due,  with  one  dollar 
additional  to  compensate  the  complainant  for  the  time  she  had  lost  in  substantiating  her 
claim. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Allen's  record  contains  six  cases,  of  which  five  are  complaints  pre- 
ferred by  journeymen  carpenters  against  a  secondary  class  of  master  carpenters  for  the  reco- 
very of  various  sums  of  money  claimed  by  the  complainants  for  services  performed,  all  of 
which  were  adjusted  by  means  of  granting  a  little  indulgence  of  tihie  to  the  defaulters. 
The  other  is  a  complaint  preferred  by  an  Indian  of  the  Morocco  Creek  against  a  wood -cutter 
in  that  neighbourhood  to  obtain  payment  of  a  claim  of  18  dollars  for  work  performed.  The 
magistrate  gave  the  complainant  a  letter  to  the  party  accused,  and  from  his  not  having 
returned  as  he  was  desired  to  do  in  case  of  nonpayment,  it  is  presumed  the  matter  has  been 
seTueci.  .    •      »         ... 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Mure's  Record  contains  two  cases ;  the  first  is  a  complaint  preferred 
by  a  jounaeyman  carpenter  against  a  master  carpenter  for  the  recovery  of  wages,  for  which  a 
warrant  to  distrain  had  to  be  issued,  and  by  that  means  the  claim  was  recovered.  The  next 
is  a  complaint  preferred  by  a  washerwoman  against  an  overseer  to  obtain  the  settlement  of  a 
disputed  washing  account,  which  was  adjusted  to  the  complainant's  satisfaction. 

Mr,  Stipendiary  Justice  Coleman's  record  contains  tv?o  cases  for  the  recovery  of  wages 
between  carpenters  and  coopers;  in  both  it  was  proved  that  the  jobs  agreed,  upon  had  not 
been  completed  as  they  should  have  been ;  time  was  allowed  to  remedy  the  defects,  and  pay- 
ment ordered  thereafter  on  pain  of  levy. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  MacLeod's  record  contains  one  case,  a  complaint  preferred  by  an 
immigrant  labourer  from  Sierra  Leone  under  the  impression  that  he  had  not  been  sufficiently 
paid  for  the  work  he  had  performed ;  the  evidence  proved  that  he  had  worked  irregularly, 
and  had  received  to  the  full  extent  of  what  he  had  earned.  ITie  case  was  consequently  dis- 
missed. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Ball's  record  contains  one  case,  a  complaint  preferred  by  a  carpenter 
agaJ  nst  a  wood-cutter  for  the  recoveiy  of  wages  to  the  amount  of  32  dollars  9  cents.  The  evidelice 
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proved  that  25  dollars  and  42  cents,  was  the  sutn  due  to  the  conaplainant,  vrhith  was  ordered  BRlTISIf  GUIANA 
to  be  paid  witTiin  one  week  on  pain  of  levy.  

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Ware's  record  contains  one  case,  a  complaint  preferred  by  a  jour- 
neyman carpenter  against  a  master  carpenter  for  the  recovery  of  wages.  Judgment  in  fttvour 
of  complainant,  with  one  dollar  compensation  for  the  time  he  had  lost  in  preferring  and-  sub- 
stantiating his  complaint. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  MacLennan's  record  contains  four  cases,  of  which  three  are  com- 

flaints  by  labourers  against  their  employers*  managers  of  estates,  for  the  recovery  of  wages, 
n  one  of  these  cases>  in  which  the  complainant  was  a  sheep-keeper,  payment  of  his  wages 
had  been  withheld  till  such  time  as  he  should  identify  and  restore  to  the  'flock  under  his 
own  charge  two  sheep  which  he  had  negligently  allowed  to  join  the  flock  of  an  adjoining 
estate.  The  complahwrat  was  ordered  to  comply  with  this  requisition,  and  was  afterwards 
paid  the  amount  that  was  due  to  him.  In  the'  next  case  the  wages  had  been  withheld  on 
the  plea  that  the  amount  was  due  by  the  complainant  for  house  rent  for  the  time  she  was  sick, 
and  consequently  absent  from  her  work ;  such  a  proceeding  was  declared  to  be  illegal,  and  the 
money  claimed  ordered  forthwith  to  be  paid,  in  the  third  case,  upon  an  examination  of  the 
plantation  pay-book,  it  was  discovered  that  the  complainant  was  entitled  to  1  dollar  84  cents. 
more  than  his  claim,  which  was  paid  to  him  accordingly.  The  last  case  in  thb  record  is  a 
complaint  between  two  carpenters  to  obtain  the  settlement  of  an  account  which  could  not  be 
adjusted  at  the  moment,  the  residence  of  a  party  concerned  not  being  known. 

Mr.  Stipendiaiy  Justice  Sandiford's  record  contains  four  cases ;  the  first  is  a  complaint  pre« 
fen-ed  by  a  Hill  Coolie  labourer,  alleging  that  he  had  not  received  any  allowance  from  his 
employer  for  the  space  of  three  weeks.  The  evidence  proved  that  he  had  been  absent  from 
the  estate  without  any  justifiable  excuse  for  the  entire  period,  with  the  exceptioti  of  two 
days ;  the  allowance  claimed  could  not  consequently  be  awarded,  except  for  the  two  days,  and 
the  case  was  dispof^ed  of  accordingly.  The  remaining  three  cases  were  complaints  preferred  by 
plantation  labourers  against  their  employers  for  the  recovery  of  various  arrears  of  wages,  the 
first  of  which  was  dismissed,  the  complainant  (previously  to  any  proceedings)  having  declared 
herself  to  be  in  error.  In  the  next  it  was  proved  that  but^  half  the  amount  claimed  was 
actually  due,  of  which  payment  was  immediately  made ;  and  the  third  case  was  dismissed^ 
the  complainant  having  quitted  his  employer's  service  in  violation  of  an  admitted  monthly 
contract,  and  takea  work  on  an  adjoining  estate. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  De  Gvoot's  record  contains  one  ease,  a  complaint  preferred  by  the 
manager  of  Plantation  Waterloo  against  a  Hill  Coolie  labourer  indentured  to  the  proprietor  of 
that  estate  chargmg  him  with  eight  days*  absence  from  his  masterV  work.  It  was  proved 
by  thft  evidence  that  this  was  the  fifth  time  the  accused  had  been  guilty  of  similar  miscon- 
duct,, and  on  each  occaaion  bad  escaped  with  a  reprimand  only.  .  As  several  others  had 
offended  in  like'  manner,  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  visit  the  present  case  with  m>me  trifling 
penalty ;  the  accused  was  accordingly  sentenced  to  four  days'  imprisonment  in  Her  Majesty*s 
gaol  at  New  Amsterdam. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Strutt's  record  contains  five  cases,  all  of  which  are  complaints  pre- 
ferred by  journeymen  carpenters  and  masons  of  the  town  of  New  Amsterdam  against  their 
mastep-workmien  for  the  recovery  of  wages,  in  three  of  which  the  amounts  claimed  were' 
immediately  paid ;  and  in  two,  the  defendants  not  having  the  means  at  command,  a  fortnight's 
grace  was  granted. 

The  record  of  complaints  for  the  Greorgetown  district,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Stipendiary 
Justice  Heyland,  contaias  57  cases  of  complaints,  all  arising  in  the  town,  and,  as  usual, 
principally  for  the  recovery  of  wages  between  journeymen,  domestics,  and  apprentice  boys, 
ma^er  artificers,  and  petty  tradesmen,  of  which  16  cases  were  dismissed,  three  settled  withoirt 
adjudication,  and  the  remainder  adjusted  according  to  the  evidence. 

Respect  ftilly  submitted  by 

W.  B.  Wolseley, 
Circuit  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  Briti^  Guiana. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  37. 
Monthly  Report  respecting  Hill  Coolies  in  British  Guiana,  this  Ist  of  August,  1841. 


Location. 


BelloVae     • 


Number 
on  Estate. 


56 


Absentees. 


None  •    •     , 


Number 

of 

Days  absent 


Deaths 
since  the  last 


None  4 


Number 

Sick  on  3l8t  Ult. 

and  ffeneral  State  of 

their  Health 
during  last  Bionth. 


7  with  colds  and  bowel 
cooiplaints  chiefiy. 
No  severe  case. 


Partiailara  and  Result 

of  any  Complaint  preferred  in  the 

coiine  ot  the  past  Month. 


Piltum  and  otherii  in  number  eight, 
complained  that  the  allowance  given 
them  was  short  On  investigation,  it 
appeared  that  the  hospital  assistant 
had,  by  mistake^  given  the  aUowance 
prescribed,  by  hospital  regulaUons,  to 
Kos.  1  and  2,  instead  of  3  and  4. 
Ordered,  that^he  allowance  be  ghren 
according  to  the  regulation ;  and  the 
manager  engaced  that  it  should  not 
occur  agaiof , 
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PAPERS  RBLATmE  TO  THE 


MontUy  Report  leBpecting  Hill  CooHes  in  Britkli  Guianft — continued. 


Number 

oa  Bitate. 

Number 

Deaths 

Number 
Sick  on  31  stmt., 

Particulars  and  Result 

Location. 

. 

a 

Absentees. 

of 

since  the  last    ^ 

and  general  State  of 
their  Health 

of  any  Complaint  preferred  in  the 

9> 

s 

Days  absent 

Report. 

couree  of  the  past  Blenth« 

s 

1 

"S 

during  last  Month. 

^ 

^ 

6 

. 

Wales      .     .     . 

49 

2 

3 

Buldee.     .     . 

Since  20rh  July  . 

None .     •     I.    ^ 

5  bowel  complaints  and 
slight  colds.     Gene- 
ral   state    of  health 

Puckerow  complained  of  beinj?  beaten 
by  driver.    Evidence  produced,  which 

proved  that  complainant   had   com- 

very good. 

menced  the  first  assault. 

Vriedestein    •     . 

22 

.  . 

None    .     .     . 

None.    ,.     .     . 

None.      General   state 
of  health  very  good. 

Narrain  complained  of  being  worked  in 
the  field.  Contract  of  agreement 
proved  he  had  engaged  hinaelf  as  a 
field  bbourer. 

Waterloo.     .     . 

40 

•• 

•• 

None    .     .     . 

•• 

None.    ..     .     . 

8  with  intermittent  fe- 

None. 

Anna  Regina 

42 

3 

6 

•« 

•  • 

1  death  (Neitchue) 
14th  July. 

vers. 
4  nick.     General  state 

No  complaints   preferred   during    last 

of  health  sickly  the 

month. 

first  part  of  July,  the 

latter  part  good. 

Highbury     .     . 

91 

7 

10 

All  Bacchus  .. 

14  dap  to  date  . 

1  death  (Baecarde), 
drowned   when 
bathing  in  the 
Berbice  river,  on 
10th  July. 

15  sick  on  31st  July. 
General      state      of 
health     during     the 
month,  good. 

No  complaints  of  any  kind. 

Taken  from  the  StipeDdiary  Magistrates'  Monthly  Returns,  of  the  Ist  August,  1841. 

W.  B.  WoLSELET,  Assistant  Government  Secretary. 


Location. 


Belle  Vue 


Monthly  Report  respecting  Hill  Coolies  in  British  Guiana,  this  1st  September,  1841. 


Number 
on  Estate. 


S 


56 


Wales 


Waterloo .     • 

Vriedeiitein    . 
Highbury     . 

Anna  Regina 


49 


10 


Absentees. 


Jowhyessing,  on[7th  June,  1839 
leare. 


Number 

of 

Days  absent. 


None 


Narrain,  Pucke- 
row. 


Ramjaun 
Retoo  . 


None   «     • 
AliBacchos 


Since  3rd  of  Au- 
gust. 


27  days 
10  days 


:  :) 


All  the  month 


Deaths 

since  the  last 

Report. 


None 


None  4 

None  t 
None  . 


1  death  (Tapper 
Roy),  30th  Au- 
gust 


Number 

Sick  un  31  st  Uh., 

and  general  State  of 

tlieir  Health 
during  last  Month. 


24  colds  and  coughs,  a 
few  cases  of  iever. 
Qenetal  state  of 
health  good. 


4.      General  state  of 
health  good. 


8.    General  state  of 
health  good. 

4  in  hospital.     C^neral 
state  of  health  good. 

14  sick  on  3Ut  August 
General  state  of 
health  during  the 
month,  good, 
sick.  General  state 
of  health  g^d. 


Particulars  and  Result 

of  any  Cumpluhit  preferred  in  the 

course  of  the  ^laat  Month. 


Narrain  and  Puckeruw,  attached  to 
Plantation  Waleit,  cor.i plained  that 
they  were  not  desirous,  any  longer,  of 
serving  on  Plantation  Wales.  Nar- 
rain stated  he  had  worked  as  a  do* 
mestic  while  living  at  Vreed  en  Hoop, 
and,  till  lately,  ailM>  at  Wales;  that 
the  manager,  Mr.  Cameron,  could  not 
agree  with  him,  and  had  ordered  him 
into  the  field,  being  informed  his  con- 
tract, stipulated  that  he  should  work 
in  the  field  if  rt^ired ;  and,  as  Mr. 
Cameron  refused  to  receive  him  in 
the  house  trgain,  he  was  told  to  do 
%eld  labour,  which  he  refused,  and 
stated  hi*  wish  to  Wave  the  estate. 
On  being  informed  he  would  forfeit 
his  rights  to  a  fiTee  passage  back  to 
Calcutta,  at  the  expiration  of  his  con- 
tract of  service,  by  quitting  the  estate, 
he  said  he  was  satisfied  to  provide 
himself  a  passage,  but  tbat  he  would 
not  live  any  longer  on  the  estate.  He 
was  then  informed  he  could  go  if  he 
thought  pn>per,  but  was  strongly 
urged  by  the  magistrate  to  remain. 

Buldee,  uf  Wales,  complained  of  not 
redeiving  his  allowance.  It  was  proved 
that  he  had  been  absent  for  three  . 
weeks,  excepting  two  days,  which  was 
given  him  in  presence  of  the  magis- 
trate. 

Retoo  has  been  seLtenced  to  four  days* 
solitary  coiifinement  m  Her  Majesty's 
Gaol,  for  absentii^  himself  ten  days 
from  the  estate  without  any  just  or 
reasonable  cause.  » 

None. 

No^complaintsof  any  kind.  • 


One  complaint  preferred  30th  August, 
respecting  the  quantity  of  food  and 
withdrawal  of  certain  gratuitous  al- 
lowances, not  yet  investigated,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  mannger  s  absence. 


Taken  from  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates'  Monthly  Returns,  of  the  Ist;  of  September,  1841. 

W.  B.  WoLSBLBT,  Assistant  Government  Secretary. 
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PAPERS  RBLATIVE  TO  THE 

Enclosure  4,  in  No.  37. 

Return  of  captured  Africans  located  in  District  K.,  County  of  Berbice,  this 

31st  August.  1841. 

Name  of  Immigrant. 

Age, 
about 

Location. 

Occupation. 

State  of  Health. 

rron 
what  Conatry. 

RemiEurkSy  as  to  Lodging,  Wages,  &c  &q 

Stephen  Russell     .     • 

VJ 

Plantation  Bal- 

Field.      .      • 

Good       .      . 

Africa     •     . 

Wages  same  as  oihsr  kbomerB  tfq 

thyock. 

99 

t  9 

the  estate,  in   proportion  to  A 

WUiDot  Baring.     .     . 
George  Johnston    •     • 

X     1 

21 
25 

9  > 

9  9 
9  9 

9  > 
9  9 

9  9 
99 

quantity     of     work     perlbnM 
Lodgmg  good.                           j 

John 

20 

'  9 

9  9 

9  9 

t  9 

Margaret  Russell  •     • 

n 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

99 

Adelaide  Baring     •     • 

19 

9  9 

9  9 

>9 

9^ 

Sally  Johnston  •     .     • 

19 

9  9 

9  9 

>9 

9> 

Sinclair  Brown.     .     . 

15 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

Jacob  Norton    .     .     . 

14 

9   9 

Building 

9  9 

9  » 

Felix 

14 

9  9 

Domestic 

9  9 

9  9 

Hannibal    •     •     •      • 

12 

9  9 

Building.     • 

9  9 

9  9 

Pompey      .... 

12 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

99 

, 

Draper 

11 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

Caesar  .     .     .     -     . 

7 

)  9 

None      .     . 

9  9 

9  9 

Elizabeth  Young    •     . 

10 

9  9 

None      .      . 

»  9 

9  9 

Josephine    •      •     .      • 

11 

9  9 

Domestic 

9  9 

9  9 

Beteey 

8 

9  9 

None      .     . 

9  9 

9  9 

Adriana      •     •      .     • 

7 

9  9 

None      .      . 

9  9 

9  9 

Keane  Douglas.     •     • 

18 

Plantation 

Field.     .     . 

9  9 

9  9 

Wages  same  as  other  labouien  upa 

Blairmount. 

9  9 

9  9 

the  estate,   in  proportion  to  ^ 

Talbot  Spencer      .     . 

18 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

quantity     of     work     perftmnd. 

Graize 

19 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

Lodging,  the  best  description  i 

Frederic  Larabton  .     . 

20 

9  9 

f  9 

9  9 

9  9 

framed  and  shingled  cottages,  niMd 
from  the  ground,  and  floored,  vitli 

Frank  Minto    .     .     . 

23 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

Albert  Light     .     •     . 

24 

•  9 

9  9 

99 

9  9 

sleeping  rooms  above. 

Lacy  Russell    •     •     • 

. . 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

. 

Rebecca  Russell     .     . 

23 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

Sarah  Jones      .      .     • 

22 

9'9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

Caroline  Light . 

17 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

Dooloo 

18 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

,                         1 

Heppoo      .... 

15 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

Yemingo     .      .      •      . 

14 

>  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

Maund 

11 

9  9 

Domestic 

9  9 

9  9 

Billy 

10 

9  9 

9  9 

f9 

9  9 

Harriet  Light  .     .      . 

9 

9  9 

Light      worlrt 

Alice  Gray .... 

9 

»  9 

about     the 

Mina  Russell    .      .      . 

7 

»  9                      j 

building. 

Lea  Linsay 

12 

9  9 

with  others 

99 

9  9 

... 

7 

9  9 

of  the  same 

Satilla 

6 

9  9 

age. 

Manuel  Byug  ;     .     '; 

25 

Plantation 
Friends. 

Field.      .     . 

•» 

9  9 

The  aduUs  earn  from  8  to  lOddlm 
per  month,  and  the  others  in  pro- 

Anthony Hood  . 

25 

9  9 

%  9 

9  > 

♦  ♦ 

portion.    They  have  woei»i*«»t8 

osni  Jones  .... 

24 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

of  clothing,  &C.9  to  the  amount  of 

Maria  Hood     . 

18 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

130  dollars,  and  sufficient  allow- 

Isabella  Byng  . 

18 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

ances  of  plantains,  rice,  «nd  feh, 

Thomas  Byng  .      .      . 

9 

9  9 

Light  work 

9  9 

9  9 

weekly.      The   children  working 

about  building. 

9  9 

9  9 

about  the  yard  have  proper  women 

Philip  Byng     .      .      . 

9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

to  attend  them,  and  care  tim. 

Domingo  Young    .     . 

20 

9  9 

Fidd.     .     . 

9  9 

9  9 

and  cook  for  them  daily.    All  m 

Lucrctia  Young      .     - 

24 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

99 

above  perquisites  at  the  oost  of  fte 

Mandrarma  Young 

9 

9  » 

Building 

9  9 

9  9 

proprietors  of  the  estate. 

Jane  Young 

9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

.... 

Victoria  Young 

10 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

Dounda  Hood   . 

14 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

Joachim  Hood  . 

7 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

Petro  Hood      .     .     . 

10 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

Jockey  Hood    . 

10 

9  9 

9  > 

9  9 

9  9 

Pompey  Hood  . 

12 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

Rosie  Jones 

18 

»  9 

Field.     .     . 

9  9 

9  9 

Diana  Jones     . 

8 

9  9 

Building 

9  9 

9  9 

Emma  Jones    . 

13 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

Michael  Palmer     .      . 

15 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

Theresa  Byng  .     .     . 

9 

9  9 

Light  work 

9  » 

9  9 

about  building. 

- 

Anthony  Foote  •     •     . 

22 

Plantation 
Everton. 

Field       .     . 

9  9 

9> 

Since  their  location  upon  the  eit^ 
they  have  each  been  hberally  «f- 

Thomas  French      •     . 

25 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

plied  with  clothing,  a  full  allowapcc 
of  food  weekly,  and  a  daily  co<W 

Owen  Campbell     •     . 

17 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

Archibald  Maconochie . 

30 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 
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Return  of  captured  Africtnt  located  in  Diakrict  K^  County  of  B&thkt^eotitinued. 


Nante  of  Immlmnt. 


George  Stobo  • 
Thomas  Hyslop 
Rickaid  Fox  • 
Daniel  Francis  • 
James  Duncan. 
Tom  Welcome 
Kitty  Maconochie 
Clarmda  Britton 
Susan  French  • 
Julia  Butler  • 
Frances  Holmes 
Rosetta  Sibley  • 
Diana  Foote  • 
Maria  Samuel  • 
Anne  Graham  • 
Francisco  St.  John 

Catherine  St  John 
Maria  St.  John 
Morgan  Smith  • 
Juba  Smith 
Walter  Smith  • 
Hart  Bent  .     • 
Virginia  Bent  • 
Xut^  Clinton    • 
Martha  Clinton 
Adam  Clinton  • 
£en  Granby     • 
Grace  Granby  • 
Hector  Granby. 
Spencer  Brooke 
Julia  Brooke    • 
William  Graham 
Dicta  Graham  • 
Sarah  Graham  • 
Robert  Duff     • 
George  Law     « 
Hannah  Stevens 
William  Adams 
Letitia  Adams  • 


Age, 
about 


14 
12 
10 
10 

9 
10 
30 
25 
16 
14 
10 
18 
17 
12 

9 
31 

22 

9 

23 

20 
8 
24 
17 
24 
20 
12 
24 
17 
11 
24 
17 
20 
17 
9 
26 
16 
8 
10 
11 


Location. 


Plantati 


videncc. 


Jobbing 


ion  Pro- 


Occupation. 


Good. 


t  9 

»  9 

>  » 

9  9 


Field 


9  9 

Jobbing 
Field'* 

»  9 

Jobbing 
Field* ' 


None 
Field. 

91 

None 
Field. 

9  9 
9  9 
9  9 

Jobbing  . 
Field       . 

9  9 

Jobbing  • 
Field       . 

9  9 
9  9 
9  9 

None 
Field      . 

9  9 

None 
Domestic 


State  of  Health. 


Africa 


Sickly 
Good 


From 


Remarka,  ai  to  Lodging,  Wagei,  Ac  fte. 


9  9 
9  9 
99 
99 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
99 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
99 

9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  > 
99 
9  > 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
99 
9  9 
99 
99 
9  9 
99 
9  9 
99 
9  9 
9  9 
99 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 


to  them»  and  time  and  assistance  to 
cultivate  the  same.  The  adnlta 
who  have  worked  in  the  fidd  hare 
been  paid  accordins  to  tariff  of  7i 
boars ;  and  the  chudren,  for  light 
jobbing,  from  1  guilder  to  1  goilder 
10  cents  per  w^k.  Three  of  the 
men  have  taken  wiyes,  and  reside 
in  tlieir  own  houses;  the  others 
have  been  adopted  by  the  principal 
people  of  the  estate,  as  godsons  and 
goddaughters,  and  lodge  with  them 
accordingly. 


The  adults  earn  from  6  to  8  dollars 
per  month  each,  and  the  others 
from  4  to  6  dollars  per  month. 


A  true  Return.     Witness  my  Hand,  this  Ist  day  of  September,  1841. 

C.  H.  Stwjtt,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 

Return  of  Immigrants  (captured  Africans)  located  on  Plantation  Canefield,  in  District  M.,  August  3l8t,  1841. 


Names. 


Agea. 


Location. 


Occupation. 


State  of  Health. 


From 
what  Country. 


Remarks,  as  to  Wages,  &c. 


Arthur  Bethune 

George  Wolff  • 
Romeo  Law 
James  Dingwell 
Tom  Prince  . 
Cornelius  Paris 
Julius  Henry  . 
Aaron  Kekerly. 
Lucas  Pedoris  . 
Jacobus  Duncan 
John  Bessett  • 
Jacob  Welcome 
Tobie  Fox  .  . 
John  Mars  • 
Thomas  Buxton 
Frederic  Steele. 
Joseph  Lake    « 

Joe  Christian    . 
Donald  Kirkwood 
WilHam  Fraser 
Pfttrick  Williams 


27 

22 
18 
17 
16 
16 
15 
15 
14 
13 
12 
11 
11 
10 
9 
9 
9 

8 
8 
7 
8 

h 


Plantation 
Canefield. 


Field  labourer 


Jobber 
Field 


Megassyard. 

>  9 
»f, 

9  9 
9  9 
>> 

9  9 
9> 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9$ 


Good 


Africa     • 


9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
>9 

Lame  foot 
Good      . 


Sickly;    does 

no  work. 
Good 

9  9 

9  9 
9  9 


9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
99 
9  9 
9  9 
9» 
9  9 
9  9 
99 

*  9 
>f 
9  9 
99 


Came  in  June,  1841. 

Referring  to  my  remarks  on  the  Bar- 
badian immigrants  located  on  this 
estate,  1  shall  only  observe  that 
these  interesting  young  immigrants 
are  treated  with  the  utmost  kind- 
ness and  liberality,  atid  i^ppear 
contented  and  happy. 

They  are  all  males,  nine  over  and 
thirteen  under  14  years  of  age. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 


Rkturn  of  IminigranU 

from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  located  on  Plantation  Rose  Hall,  in  District  M.,  August  31st,  1841. 

Names. 

Agw. 

Location. 

OccopatloQ. 

State  of  Health. 

From 
wliat  Country. 

Remarks,  as  to  Wages,  &e. 

Surrey  Wood  •     .     . 

40 

Plantation 
Rose  HaU. 

Field  labourer 

Good       .     . 

Rio^e  Janeiro 

Came  in  June,  1841. 

These  22  fine  young  Africans*  tlie 

Peter  Clay  .... 

35 

» > 

9  9 

half  of  whom  are  under  14  yeais 

Horatio  Bruce  •     .     . 

16 

9  9 

9 

of  age,  and  the  oldest  of  the  other 

Lambert  Anmtimig     . 

17 

9  9 

i 

half,  with  exception  only  of  two. 

Andrew  Qwat .     .     . 

14 

»  9 

9 

d<>es  not  exceed.  17,  axe  most  hap- 

Robert Schewer*    •      . 

12 

1  9 

9 

pily  located.      They  are  divided 

Ch«rle»  M*Ken2ie . 

12 

9  9 

9 

among  and  are  domiciliated  with  the 

Isaac  Camenm|.     •      . 

13 

9  9 

1 

best  conducted  Creole  famflies,  by 

Richard  Rtchardaon     . 

11 

?   9 

' ' 

9  1 

whom  thev.  are  treated  with  ^ 

Ned  McDonald.     .     . 

14 

9  9 

9  > 

9  1 

greatest  kindness.  They  are  rapidly 
learning  to  speak  English,  and  their 

Apollo  Mathkon    .      . 
Wellington  M'Kenzie  . 

11 

'  > 

9 

13 

>   9 

9 

countenances  bespeak  content  and 

Rodney  Gordon 

11 

>  > 

>  1 

happittesK  Tlie  light  work  aSaigDed 

Emanuel  Kitton     . 

12 

y  > 

9  1 

to  the  oldest  of  them  they  perform 

Grace  Pahmer  •     .     . 

16 

9  9 

9  ] 

cheerfully. 

Jane  M^Kenzie      .     . 

15 

.. 

>  J 

Of  these  22,  there  are  eight  men,  four 

Rosina  Barldy  .     • 

16 

»  » 

9  ] 

women,  eight  boys,  and  two  girk; 

Charlotte  Gordon   .      . 

12 

9  9 

y  1 

The  childreai,   being  well  grown. 

Nanny  M*Kenzie   .      . 

8 

9  9 

»*9 

atie  very  useful  at  li^  week. 

Christiana  Benjamin     . 

12 

9   9 

9  9 

.     •      .     . 

Whil.  Richardson  .    * . 

14 

9  9 

>•> 

•      •      .     . 

Idah  Rogers      •     .     . 

16 

9  > 

9  9 

.      .     ,     . 

No.  38. 


W.  J.  Brittain,  Stipendiary  Magistrate  of  District  M. 


(No.  30.)  No.  38. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Stanley  to  Governor  Light. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  November  30,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch,  No.  123,  of  the  22d  September, 
transmitting  the  stipendiary  magisUates'  returns  for  British  Guiana  for  the 
month  of  August,  the  summary  by  Mr.  Wolseley,  the  separate  Coolie  returns, 
Africans  from  Sierra  Leone,  and  of  those  first  brought  to  the  colony  in  the 
captured  slaver  from  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

The  accounts  contained  in  these  several  returns  are  on.  the  whole 
satisfactory.  , 

It  would  be  desirable  to  accompany  these  returns  with  summaries  of  the 
results  in  other  particulars,  as  well  as  the  complaints  (of  which  a  summary 
is  enclosed  in  your  Despatch),  and  especially  with  a  return,  showing  the 
centesimal  proportions  of  mortality  and  sickness  in  the  several  classes  of 
immigrants,  as  compared  with  first  the  whites  and  second  tlie  blacks  of  the 
garrison  for.  the  same  period. 

Governor  Light,  (Signed)  STANLEY. 

&c.        &c. 


No.  39. 


(No.  126.)  No.  39. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  September  SO,  1841. 

My  Despatches  by  the  previous  mails  of  this  month  have  been  dated 
from  the  Essequibo. 

Independently  of  my  wish  to  observe  the  progress  of  society  in  that  part  of 
the  province  which  I  had  not  visited  since  February,  1839,  I  was  recom- 
mended change  of  air;  I  therefore  took  advantage  of  an  offer  of  an 
independent  residence  on  the  Arabian  coast. 

I  quitted  George  Town  on  the  2(5th  August,  and  returned  from  the 
Essequibo  yesterday  morning. 

I  have  every  reason  to  believe  my  visit,  to  the  Essequibo  has  been  of  use, 
and  not  unacceptable,  though  I  have  no  doubt  of  p^^onal  objections  to  the 
utility  of  the  visit* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFFAIRS  OP  BRITISH  GUIANA.  99 

It  fe  very  gratiiyin^*to  be  able  to  report  the  extraordinary  change  1  hare  BumsHOuiANA 
observed  in  the  bearing  and  habits  of  the  Creole  population,  since  the   1st 
August,  1 83d,  in  which  month  I  visited  Essequibo  for  the  first  time.     In  the 
following  year  I  repeated  my  visit. 

At  thoBe  periods,  there  was  hardly  a  bouse  standing  unconnected  wifii  the 
estates.  Houses  and  stores  are  now  nmnerous,  from  the  eastern  to  the 
western  points  of  the  coast. 

Land  has  either  been  leased  or  offered  for^aleand  lease  or  sold,  on  18 
properties,  to  merchants,  mechanics,  or  labourers,  in  small  lots  varying  from 
one-third  of  an  acre  to  one-half.  On  these  the  labourer  erects  a  comfortable 
cottage,  the  mechanic  a  more  convenient  house,  the  merchant  a  dwelling 
uniting  shop  and  abode. 

A  short  time  antecedent  to  the  death  of  the  late  governor,  Sir  Carmichael 
Smyth,  he  gave  jtbe.name  of  Williams  Town,  in  honour  of  his  late  Majesty, 
to  an  independent  ^settlement  projected  by  the  proprietor  of  Plantation 
Aberdeen. 

On  my  first  visit  to  the  Essequibo,  this  was  in  its  infancy,  but  although  the 
land  was  only  leased  for  21  years  in  lots  of  one- third  of  an  acre,  at  very  high 
prices,  yet  ii  has  now  become  a  respectable  village,  having  six  or  seven  shops 
or  stores,  neat  residences,  cottages.  Episcopal  chapel  for  400  people,  and  a 
school,  and  since  the  enactment  of  the  rum  ordinance,  is  not  without  its  full 
share  of  liquor  retail  shops.  Had  the  lots  of  land  been  freehold,  William's 
Town  would  have  been  much  larger  than  it  now  is,  or  is  likely  to  become. 

A  new  settlement  has  been  established  three  miles  eastward  towards  the 
Essequibo,  with  better  land,  larger  lots,  and  smaller  prices  for  freehold  than 
for  leasehold  at  William's  Town;  it  has  been  eagerly  sought  by  the  labourers. 

Dagerhaad,  Mocha,  and  Westfield,  three  estates  adjoining  each  other, 
having  a  facade  of  1200  yards,  have  been  laid  out  in  regular  longitudinal 
and  transverse  streets,  by  the  proprietor.  Mr.  Garberry. 

In  1838  these  estates  were  in  other  hands,  most  part  impenetrable  bush, 
and  most  fitting  lair  for  the  Jaguar  or  American  tiger,  still  in  troublesome 
numbers  on  this  coast,  whence  the  corruption  Arabian — from  "  arroa,"  tiger, 
and  "  blsce"  coast, — in  one  of  the  aboriginal  dialects. 

Mr.  Garberry  purchased  these  estates ;  and  eighteen  months  ago  planned 
the  site  of  a  town  divided  into  half  acre  lots,  in  three  wide  streets  on  his 
front  lands.  Absence  from  the  colony  for  twelve  montlts  prevented  any  great 
aelvauce  in  his  plan,  but  on  his  return  the  greatest  portion  of  the  land  for  sale 
was  bought,  much  of  it  has  been  cleared,  drained,  and  many  comfortable 
dwellings  erected,  surrounded  by  provision  grounds  in  full  bearing,  w^hich 
the  fertile  nature  of  the  soil  has  brought  to  maturity,  almost  in  equal 
progress  with  the  habitations,  and  what  has  strack  roe  as  an  unknown  step 
in  civilization  here,  more  than  one  cottage  has  its  front  and  aide  divisions 
ornamented  with  choice  flowers,  in  regular  beds  and  hedge  rows. 

I  consider  this  style  of  freehold  much  more  advimtageous  to  the  labourers, 
than  the  purchase  of  estates  in  common.  Here  every  proprietor  knows  his 
own.  On  the  lands  purchased  by  a  subscription  of  labourers,  division  of 
property  is  as  yet  to  be  made ;  and  consequently  a  regularity  of  settlement 
cannot  be  expected.  I  am  in  great  hopes^  that  the  publicity  which  I  have 
endeavoured  to  give  to  the  nature  of  the  establishment  at  Mr.  Garberry 's 
estates,  which  I  shall  make  the  subject  of  another  Despatch  to  your  Liordship, 
will  Have  its-efiect  on  the  purchasers  of  estates  in  couMDon. 

The  satisfaction  I  have  felt  in  witnessing  the  rise  of  an  independent  race, 
of  freehold  labourers,  has  been  much  heightened  by  contrasting  in  strong 
colours,  the  past  and  present  Condition  of  the  descendants  of  Africa. 

An  old  negro  was  pointed  Out  to  me,  residing  on  one  of  the  estates  on 
which  the  settlement  stands.  I  spoke  to  the  man,  still  in  tolerable  vigour  of 
mind  and  body.  He  was  slave  to  a  former  owner,  happily  not  an  English- 
man, and  had  taken  to  the  woods  to  escape  oppression ;  brought  back  to  his 
master,  his  punishment  was  loss  of  one  of  his  ears,  the  tendon  achilles  of 
each  leg  cut  with  a  knife,  his  teeth  knocked  out,  and  the  marks  on  his  back 
were  such  as  the  worst  flogging  of  the  worst  times  of  the  British  severity  of 
discipline  never  left  on  soldier's  back. 

The  patient  forgiving  temper  of  the  negro  is  exemplified  in  this  man ; 
the  executioner  lives  on  the  estate ;  they  are  in  harmony  with  each  other ; 
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BMT»HaufANA  the  sufferer  ascribes  the  fault  to  the  roaster,  whom  in  the  words  tof  the 
emancipated  slave,  "  Qod  took  away,  after  bringing/  Wm  ti)  poverty  *and 
misery,  while  I  am  alive  and  happy." 

The  season  has  been  unhealthy,  even  for  Creoles;  but  the  Afrieanl  land' 
descendants  of  Africa  soon  recovers  from  sickness  if  not  a  dmnkardi  The 
Sierra  Leone  labourers  located  on  the  coast,  have  rarely  been  attacked  tvith' 
fever;  but  the  accounts  I  received  of  the  sickness  ^md  mortality  btnongst 
the  emigrants  from  Madeira  determined  me  to  mstitute  a  commission  of 
enquiry  into  their  oondition  and  treatment.  The  resuH  of  the  enquiry  will 
be  the  subject  of  another  Despatch; 

I  have  great  satisfaction  in  stating  that  not  only  was  the  commissioil  of 
enquiry  acceptable  to  the  proprietors  and  managers  of  estates  where  the^ 
Portuguese  are  located,  but  it  was  assisted  most  cordially,  and  the  recbm- 
mendations  of  the  commission  adopted  with  the  greatest  cheerfulness. 

Much  sickness  has  certainly  prevailed,  and  on  one  or  two  estates  great 
mortality;  no  fault  is  to  be  found  with  the  proprietors  or  managers. 

The  Portuguese  are  very  filthy  in  their  habits,  averse  from  medicine ;  no' 
priest  being  on  the  coast  to  encourage  them,  they  desponded  at  the  firet 
attacks  of  disease.  Eager  tO  gain  money  while  in  health,  they  overworked 
themselves  in  spite  of  the  remonstrances  of  their  employers,  before  they  were^ 
acclimatised,  and  the  most  tinfavouTable  circumstance  to  their  well  doing, 
was  that  the  largest  number  of  them  have  arrived  in  the  colony  during  the 
most  unhealthy  season.  It  is  yet  to  be  seen  whether  the  arrivals  from 
Madeira,  during  the  winter  months,  will  be  such  sufferers. 

Your  LfOrdship  has  been  made  aware  of  the  progress  of  education  throughout 
the  colony.  On  the  Essequibo  coast  schools  abound  as  elsewhere ;  if  not 
parochial,  they  are  missionary,  or  established  on  estates  from  one  end  of  the 
district  to  the  other.  The  Micb  charity  had  been  highly  successful  at  Zorg, 
where  upwards  of  150  children  were  taught  according  to  the  Mico  plan.  The 
withdrawal  of  the  Parliamentary  grant  has  broken  up  the  establishment  in 
this  province,  but  fortunately  the  Wesleyan  Mission  has  taken  over  the^ 
Zorg  school,  besides  retaining  a  school  at  the  Mission  established  at  Oena 
Creek  and  village ;  these  with  several  other  schools  visited  either  by  Mr. 
Young  or  myself,  are  sowing  the  seeds  of  advanced  civilization,  and  I  ami 
convinced  that  in  the  next  generation  or  two,  although  the  colour  ^vill  not 
be  removed,  yet  the  organisation  of  the  head  will  be  altered,  by  the  griEidlial 
development  of  new  faculties  through  the  education  now  so  generally  received' 
by  the  young  of  both  sexes;  we  shall  then  hear  no  more  of  negro  incapacity 
for  higher  paths  of  intellect. 

Tlie  congregations  of  the  places  of  worship  I  attended,  either  episcopal 
or  missionary,  are  numerous  and  attentive,  well  dressed,  though  the  labourers 
chiefly  in  white  jackets  and  trousers,  the  women  in  white  gowns,  with  a 
neatly  wound  handkerchief  aj3  headdress.  More  expensive  attire,  both  ift 
men  and  women,  was  however,  common,  and  the  aristocracy  of  pews  is  not 
forgotten,  many  of  the  negroes  paying  from  three  to  five  dollars  per  annum 
for  a  sittiqg. 

In  conclusiotr,  disputes  between  employers  and  employed  appeared  to  be 
rare,  both  parties  satisfied  with  each  other ;  and  the  former  not  dispirited 
of  their  future  prospects,  nor  even  inclined  to  doubt  the  continuous  industry 
of  the  labourers.  If  the  current  of  immigration  continue,  the  deficiency  of 
labour  naturally  complained  of  will  cease,  and  the  crops  of  the  fertile  coast 
I  have  just  left,  will  equal  the  best  times  of  coercion,  while  those  days  will 
be  obliterated,  or  wished  by  the  employers  never  to  have  existed,  when  they 
become  fully  sensible  of  the  blessings  of  free  labour* 

^  'I  havfe  &c. 

(Signed)        '  HENRY  LIGHT, 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.  &c.  &c« 
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(N#,ia6v).  No.  40-  BwmaHouBAWA 

Copv  of  b  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Liord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  GoveroxBent  House,  JD^merara,  1st  October,  IS^l. 

In.  my.  previote  Despatch  I  haT«  alluded  to  the  new  settLemsnt  femed  by  >         No.  40. 
Mr.  Carberry  on  his  estates.  * 

'  It  is  Mr.  Carberry'a  intentioa  to  increase  this  settlement  by  laying  out  additional  i 
lots  and  streets  in  rear:  of  those  in  front ;  the  land  is  so  fertile,  and  offers  such 
advantages  to  purchasers  of  lots,  that  there  is  littib  doubts  but  in  a  very  short  time  * 
it  will  be  occupied  as  fully  as  are  the  front  lands.     Thife  settlemenEt,  therefore,  .bids . 
fair  to  be  athrivinff  town;  it  has  a  natural  dam  against  the  eneroachntents  of  the 
8ta,  in  A  high  sanoy  ridge  extending  in  front  of  the  public  rptd,  has  easy  drainage^ 
and  full  supply  in  all  seasons  of  fresh  water. 

I  did  not  therefore  hesitate  to  comply  with  the  general  wish  to  confer  a  name  on 
it ;  the  proprietors  were  assembled  on  the  25th  instant  in  presence  of  the  local 
authorities,  and  having  addressed  the  fbrnoer  in  a  speech,  of  which  I  have  the 

honour  to  forward  a  copy,  I  publicly  named  the  settlement  Queens  Town,  in — 

honour  of  Her  Majesty. 

The  delight  expressed  by  the  people  at  this  nomination  would,  I  am  convinced, 
have  been  gratifying  to  Her  Majesty,  and  I  respectfully  hope  that  my  nomination 
will  not  be  disapproved  ;  more  loyal  subjects  nor  better  dis,posed  citizens  cannot  be 
foupd  to  do  lu)nour  to  the  name. 

As  soon  a3  I  had  signed  my  name  ajud  affixed  my  seal  to  the  chart  of  settlement^ 
Mr.  Carberry  said  a  tew  words  to  the  people,  stating  his  intentions  of  establishing 
a  'market,  for  which  he  has  left  space ;  that  as  soon  as  the  new  streets  were  sold, 
he  would  build  a  stelling  or  projecting  wharf,  by  which  they  could  ship  the  produce 
of  their  gardens  to  Georgetown,  and  facilitate  their  intercoui-se  with  other  parts  of 
the  colony;  and  he  concluded  by  repeating  what  I  had  stated,  as  to  the  church  and 
residence  for  a  clergyman,  who,  fortunately,  we  have  been  enabled  to  secure  at 
once,  aAd  who  being  i^  single  man,  is  at  once  enabled  to  occupy  the  house  afforded 
to  him  on  the  settlement. 

The  result  immediately  following  the  ceremony  of  nomination,  was  the  appli* 
cation  for  five  lots  on  the  new  streets  by  labourers,  and  by  a  merchant  from  George- 
town; of  ground  for  the  erection  of  a  store  and  shambles,  preparatory  to  the  market- 
place to  be  erected  by  Mr.  Carberry. 

This  gentlenmn  has  been  one  of  the  first  to  see  the  advantageit  of  a;n  independent 
class  of  L^boqrers;  he  has  a  valuable  estate  close  to  Georgetown,  called  "  The 
Thomas,"  fully  peopled,  in  high  cultivation,  and  to  him  of  easy  management ;  yet 
he  has  not  hesitated  to  allot  a  portion  of  the  estate  for  a  free  settlement,  adding  a 
new  and  extensive  qiiarter  to  Georgetown,  under  the  name  of  Albert  Town,  in 
honour  of  the  illustrious  Consort  of  her  Majesty. 

The  annexed  copy  of  Mr.  Cai'berry's  letter  to  the  Government  Secretary,  will 
best  show  what  is  the  condition  end  what  the  prospects  of  Albert  Town  in  the 
short  space  of  four  months.  Such  proofs  of  the  advancement  of  the  general  pros- 
perity of  the  province  need  no  comment     I  therefore  abstain  from  making  any. 

I  have,  &o., 
(Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

The  Bight  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.        &c        &c. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No,  40, 

"        ■  GoYEaNMENT  N0TIC«; 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  has  been  pletuBed  to  ednfer  the  name  of  QuftsN's  Town  dn  the   End- 1,  in  No.  40, 
freehold  settlement  on  the  lands  of  plantations  Dageraad,  Mocha,  and  Westfield,  in  the  parish 
of  Si  John,  in  the  opuoty  of  Essequebo. 

Guiana  PubUc  Buildings,  British  Guiana,  30th  September,  1841. 

By  his  Excellency's  command, 

H.  E.  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary. 
His  Excellency  delivered  the  following  Addresss  to  the  freeholders  of  Queen  s  Town  :— 
My  Friknd% — ^At  your  own  instance,  and  also  at  the  jeguest  of  Edward  Carberry,  Esq.,  a 
liberal  proprietor,  from  whom  you  Eave  deriveI"your  Tiienolds,  you  have  been  assembled  to- 
day to  confer,  by  a  formal  and  official  act,  a  name  on  the  well-planned  settlement  which  the 
fruits  of  your  past  labour  have  enabled  you  to  acquire,  and  which  is  so  rapidly  thriving  by 
reason  of  your  continued  industry. 
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BiUWSHXftiiMU^       I  comply  with  your  wishes  with  inexpressible  satisfaction. 

"■: —  Ahhough  but  three  short  years  have  elapsed  from  the  date  of  the  first  act  of  my  adminis- 

tration— yoiir  ever  memorable  emancipaUon. — settlements  of  labourers  as  freeholders  are  no 
longer  uncommon  in  this  flourishing  province  of  her  Majesty's  West  Indian  Possessions. 
•  In  this  county  alone^  land  is  now  offered  for  sale  or  on  lease,  on  no  fewer  than  18  properties, 
at  piiecfl  varying  from  208  to  500  dollars  per  acre  for  a  freehold ;  and  from  3S  dollars  for 
one-third  of  an  acre,  to  50  dollars  per  annum  per  acre  for  a  leas^okl. 

Your  settlement  has,  however,  attracted  my  attention,  independently  of  your  invitation,  in 
more  than  an  ordinary  degree.  It  is  pecuharly  distinguished  for  being  sufficient  for  the  com- 
forts of  your  family  and  the  independence  of  your  home  ;  and  yet,  from  its  local  position  and 
minute  subdivision,  it  must  necessarily  subserve  the  public  interests,  by  affording  a  mart  for 
labour  to  the  neighbouring  proprietors  of  estates. 

Upwards  erf  140  half-acre  lote,  surveyed  by  a  competent  sworn  surveyor,  regularly  feud  out 
wjtb  oonvenieiittbQi:oughfai)f3s  at  right  angles  with.ecu^  other,  at  150  dollars  for  each  unDkarod 
lot,  with  the  great  majority  of  lots  already  exhibiting  welj-d gained  aad  well-kept -gardens, 
with  neat  cottages,  the  least  costly  of  which  would  be  valued  at  not  less  than  500  dollars, 
and  erected  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  valuable  sugar  cultivation  requiring  labour;  offer  a 
spectacle  which  cannot  but  rejoice  the  mind,  and  enliven  the  hopes  of  everv  one  who  desires 
that  the  physical  condition  of  his  fellow  man  should  be  ameliorated,  and  who  is  full  of  confi- 
dence that  this  amelioration,  the  unquestionable  result  of  pergonal  liberty,  is'but  the  preliminary 
sta^e  towards  eliciting  those  higher  faculties  of  the  mind  which  the  Creator  implanted  in  his 
rational  creatures  for  the  express  purpose  of  being  de\eloped,  at  some  period  or  other,  of  his 
good  Providence. 

Yes,  my  friends,  great  as  has  been  the  improvement  of  your  position  in  society,  you  cannot 
cease  to  use  every  exertion  that  your  children,  who  must  in  the  course  of  nature  succeed  you, 
^ould  far  outstrip  you  in  industry,  knowledge,  and  Christian  virtue,  without  being  ungrateful 
to  Providence  for  the  good  which  has  befallen  you  in  your  generation.  For  the  good  you  now 
etqej  was  conferred  on  you  as  an  incentive  to  grateful  efforts  in  an  onward  course  of  good. 

.  Your  sons  and  grandsons  ought,  through  your  eare  and  attention,  to  profit  by  the  favourable 
position  in  which  they  are  placed  as  compared  with  yourselves.  You  have  done  much,  th^ 
ought  to  do  more;  wbit  you  have  done  has  been  achieved,  by  God's  blessing,  on  your 
industry.  Look  well  to  it  then,  that  they  also  be  brought  up  to  industry  as  the  sure  foundation 
of  success,  or  at  least  of  content,  and  as  the  surest  safeguard  against  trouble  and  disgrace. 

I  am  sanguine  that  these  are  your  feelings  and  sentiments;  for  not  satisfied,  and  properly 
not  satisfied,  with  churches,  chapels,  and  schools  some  few  miles  from  your  settlement,  you 
have  eagerly  and  thankfully  closed  with  the  offer  of  your  liberal  patron,  Mr.  Carberry,  and 
have  promised  to  assist  in  putting  in  order  buildings  which  he  is  willing  to  set  apart,  and 
place  at  your  disposal,  for  the  due  celebration  of  Divine  service  and  for  a  school. 

To  secure  you  a  clergyman  I  shall,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  Her  Majesty,  contribute 
for  the  first  twelve  months  the  sum  of  100/.  toward  his  salary,  out  of  the  public  monies  under 
my  official  control. 

I  now,  at  your  request,  publicly  give,  in  honour  of  her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  Queen 
Victoria,  the  name  of  ♦'  Queen's  Town  "  to  your  settlement;  and  I  sincerely  pray  that  it  may 
ever  be  characterised,  as  it  now  is,  by  the  industry  and  good  conduct  of  its  inhabitants. 

After  the  delivery  of  the  address,  the  chart  of  the  settlement,  with  the  following  inscription, 
yivfu  banded  to  hie  Excellenoy,  who  affixed  to  it  his  seal  mid  signature  in  thfrpreaenoe  of  the 
freeholders. 

INSCRIPTION. 

AT  THE  REQUEST  OF  EdWARD  CaRBERRY,  EsQ., 

Ptoprieior  of  IHantaiions  Dageraad,  Mocha,  and  WeHfieldt 

and  with  the  concurrenoe 

of  the  Freeholders  of  the  liOts  of  Land  on  this  Chart  described, 

the  Name  of 

QUEEN'S  TOWN 

WAS  GIVEN  TO  THIS  SETTLEMENT  BY  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HeNRY  LlOHT,  EsQ*, 

Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  British  Guiana, 

Qn  ttie  25th  day  of  September,  in  the  Year  of  Our  Lord,  1841  • 

By  his  Excellency's  Command, 

H,  E-  F.  YouNo,  Government  Secretary. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  .40. 
My  dear  Sir,  Septembw  30,  1841. 

*Encl.  2  in  No.  40.  ^^  obedience  to  your  request  I  beg  leave  to  state,  for  your  information,  that  during 

the  month  of  June  last  I  laid  out  one  of  the  fields  of  Plantation  Thomas,  which  was  imme- 
diately contiguous  to  Georgetown,  (and  which  contained  54  acres)  in  152  building  lots;  these 
lots  fioffm  a  separate  township,  which  I  named  Albeft  Town.  I  have  already  disposed  of  72, 
a^  prices  varving  from  250  to  400  dollars  each,  tbey  have  with  only  one  exception  been  pur- 
chased by  labourers  oi*  ipechanics.    I  have  set  apart  a  piece  of  land  for  a  market-^plaee,  and  have 
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I  have  no  doubt  that  all  those  who  have  parehased  lots  will  bare  buiit  upon  tbem  within  BftrPlift  KSOIMBA 
the  next  six  or  eight  months.  ^ 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young, 
&c.         &e.         &c. 

(True  Copy.)  (Sign^)  -  EmvARD  CARBEHRt. 

H.  E.  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary. 


(No.  130.)  No.  41. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Ijord  John  Rxjssell. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  13th  October,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  tratismit  to  your  Lordship  the  returns  of  exportation 
of  the  staple  commodities  for  the  July  quarter,  ending  11th  October. 

I  have,  fcc., 
(Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Jolm  Russell, 


No.  41. 


&c. 


&c. 


&c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  41. 
C01.0NIAL  Produce  Shipped  from  this  Colony  in  the  Third  Quarter  of  1841,  as  compared  with  the     End  in  No.  41. 
quantity  of  the  corresponding  Quarter  of  1840. 


Sugar. 

Rum. 

Molasses. 

Coffee. 

Cotton. 

Demerara,  3d  Quarter,  1840    .      , 
Berbice               ditto                 .      • 

Hogshead's. 
7,790 
1,870 

Poncheons. 

8,318 

788 

Casks. 

2,278 
490 

FMimds. 
272,700 
255,300 

BalM. 

28 
4 

9,660 

4,106 

2,768 

528,000 

32 

Demerara,  3d  Quarter,  1841     .      . 
Berbice             diUo                    ,      . 

4,987 
1,655 

1,669 
440 

2,454 

857 

188,820 
161,100 

32 

10 

6,642 

2,129 

3,311 

349,920 

42 

Increase  . 
Decrease  • 

3,018 

1,977 

543 

178^080 

10 

•  • 

Custom  House,  Demerara,  October  11, 1841. 

(True  Copy.) 
W.  B.  WoLSELEY,  Assistant  Government  Secretary. 


(Signed) 


Cha&lss  Robinson,  Collector. 


(No.  37.)  No.  42. 

Copr  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Stanley  to  Governor  Light. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  16th  December,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatches,  No.  125,  of  the  30th  September,  and 
Nos.  126  and  130,  of  the  1st  and  18th  October. 

I  have  read  with  much  satisfaction  the  accounts  contained  in  Nos.  125  and  126, 
which  tend  to  show  a  pit^ressive  imfprorement  in  the  social  condition  of  the 
labourers  in  British  Guiana,  and  the  early  establishment  in  great  comfort  of  a  well 
conducted  and  industrious  population. 

Mr.  Carberry*s  exertions  in  the  formation  of  an  independent  peasantry  6n  his 
estates  are  highly  commendable,  and  the  same  course  might  be  followed  by  other 
proprietors  with  advantage  to  themselves  as  well  as  to  the  labourers. 

Her  Majesty  entirely  approves  of  your  having  named  the  new  settlement "  Queen's 
Town,'*  and  I  must  beg  that  you  will  send  home  further  aocoonts  of  the  settlement 
as  it  advances. 

My  satisfaction  at  the  state  of  the  colony  would  be  more  complete  if,  amidst  the 
indications  of  general  comfort  and  prosperity,  my  attention  was  not  arrested  by  the 
fact  that  the  decrease  of  expoilable  produce  is  continuing  at  a  rate  alarmingly 


No.  42; 
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BBinsH  GUIANA  rapid,  supposing  the  returns  enclosed  in  your  Despatch,  No.  130,  to  present  a  fair 
comparison  between  the.  corresponding  quarters  to  which  they  relate. 

I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  whether,  in  your  opinion,  the  comparison  is  likely 
to  hold  gi)od  in  respect  to  the  entire  years,  or  whether  there  are  any  circumstances 
which  make  the  comparison  by  quarters  only,  an  unfair  one. 

Governor  Light,  (Signed)'       '    STANLEY. 

&c.       &c. 


(No.  127.)  No.  43. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  October  6,  1841. 

No.  43.  In  my  Despatch,  No.  120,  date  11th  September,  I  had  the  honour  of 

reporting  the  arrival  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  of  the  Venezuela  steamer. 

Having  some  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  locating  the  captured  Africans 
brought  by  that  vessel  previous  to  their  being  condemned,  I  addressed  the 
accompanying  min*^te  to  tht  Attorney-General  to  which  is  annexed  his  reply, 
with  copy  of  the  proceedings  in  Vice-Admiralty  Court,  relative  to  the  con- 
demnation of  the  Dous  de  Fevereiro. 

My  order  for  their  location  having  been  transmitted  to  Berbice,  I  received 
the  communication  addressed  to  the  Government  Secretary,  copy  of  which 
is  annexed,  acquainting  me  with  the  measures  adopted,  and  which  appear  to 
be  most  judicious  and  for  the  advantage  of  the  Africans. 

I  have  Slc 
(Signed)      '     HENRY  LIGHT. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  43. 


End.  in  No.  43.  ^'  If  there  is  any  neoessity  for  legal  proceedings  in  regard  to  the  Africans  brought  from 

Bio  de  Janeiro^  in  the  Venezuela,  the  Attorney-Oeneral  will  lose  no  time  in  instituting  them.* 

September  17th,  1841.  (Signed)  Henry  Light. 

^'  Lieutenant  Johnstone  was  informed  that  the  Africans  could  not  be  proceeded  against 
for  condemnation  until  brought  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Admiralty  Court,  and  he  was 
also  fully  apprised  of  the  necessity  of  an  affidavit  of  seizure  being  made  by  an  o£5cer  on  board 
the  Fawn  at  the  time  of  the  capture,  in  order  to  initiate  the  proceedings  before  the  Admi- 
ralty. 

"  The  commander  of  the  Fawn  may  still  send  here  an  officer  for  this  purpose,  and  thereby 
secure  the  head  or  bounty  money  to  himself,  his  officers,  and  men. 

"  Until  this  step  be  taken  the  officers  of  the  Fawn  will  receive  no  benefit  from  this  portion  of 
the  prize,  and  the  Africans  must  be  dealt  with  as  free  persons  and  located  as  his  Excellency 
may  deem  most  advisable." 

(Signed)  Henry  Gloster,  Attorney-General 

(A  true  Copy.)  18th  September,  1841. 

W.  B.  WoLSELBY,  Assistant  Government  Secretary. 


British  Guiana  1 
to  Wit.        f 

In  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court. 

Thursday,  17th  June,  1841. 
Our  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen  against  the  brig  or  vessel  called  the  Dous  de  Fevereiro. 
Otherwise  called  Duos  Teinacus,  (whereof  Ezequiel  Gomes  da  Silva  was  master  and  pilot,) 
her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  and  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  and  the  160  slaves 
now  or  lately  on  board  the  said  brig,  taken  and  seized  by  Gabriel  Johnstone,  mate  of  Her 
Majesty's  brigantine  of  war.  Fawn,  by  order  of  John  Foote,  lieutenant  and  commander  of  the 
said  brigantine  Fawn,  and  brought  into  the  port  of  Berbice  in  British  Guiana,  and  against 
all  persons  in  general  having  or  pretending  to  have  any  right,  title,  or  interest  therein. 

In  pain  of  parties  cited  not  appearing,  the  Queen's  advocate  returned  monition,  duly  executed 
and  referred  to  the  affidavit  of  Gabriel  Johnstone  the  seizor,  heretofore  exhibited  and  remain- 
ing in  the  registry  of  this  court.  The  judge  at  his  petition  having  heard  the  said  affidavit 
read^  on  motion  of  the  same  on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty  by  interlocutory  decree  pronounced 
the  said  brig  or  vessel  called  the  Dous  de  Fevereiro,  otherwise  called  Duos  Teinacus,  her 
tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture  to  have  been  at  the  time  of  the  seizure  thereof  employed  in 
the  illegal  transporting,  removing,  carrying,  or  conveying  the  said  slaves,  and  the  said  goods. 
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war^^  and  merohaDdiie  \q  have  heen  at  the  tioie  of  the  seizure  aferenaid  on  board  the  said  BRXTlStt  GUUNA 
T)ng  or  vessel,  and  the  said  160  slaves  to  have  been  at  the  time  of  the  seiziire  aforesaid  on 
board  the  said  brig  or  vessel,  and  illegallv  kept  4nd  detained  in  slaYery  coutrary  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Acts  of  5th  Gieo.  IV.  ctip.  11 8,  and  2nd  and  3rd  Vict.  cap.  /3,  and  as  such  or  other- 
wise subject 'afid  liable  to  forfeiture,  and  condenmed  the  said  brig  or  vessel  called  the  Dous  de 
Fevereiro,  otherwise  called  Duos*  Teinacud,  ber  tefcklei  ap]^arel,  and  farnitUre^  tind  the  said 
goods^  wares,  and  merchandize  od  board  the  same^  together  with  156  of  said  slaves,  (four 
having  died  4)i^viou8  to  affidavit  made,)  as  forfeited  to  Our  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queeu>  btr 
heirs  and  successors  accordingly. 

(Sijgned)  J.  H.  Bent>  Sole  Judge. 

In  my  presence 
(Signed)     Ellis  H.  Bent»  Registrar,  ^     .A  true  Extract  from  the  Assignation  Book» 

A  tr^e  Cppy  of  Cojy.  ^       .  (Signe4)  ,        HA^  H*  Beniv  Hjepslrar,     . 

W.  B.  WoLSELEY,  Assistant  Government  Secretary. 


'(Na90.)       \'    '  No.  2.  ,  "' 

Sir,  '  '  Office  of  the  Sheriflf;  B^rbice,  September  l9th,  1841. 

;  We  have  rtow  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  his  Excellency  the  Governo^'^ 
minute  of  the  lOth  instant,  relative  to  the  location  under  our  direction  ana  advice,  of  the 
captured  Africans  who  came  by  the*  Venezuela. ' 

'  Tliesfe  p/^bpk  hASfkrg  arrive  fn  NeW  Amsterdam  on  Thursday,  the  9lh  instant,  and  we  having 
had  the  charge  of  those  who  came  by  the  Dous  Pevereiro,  v^  did  not  hesitate  to  take  upcm  oUr- 
•selves  the  ^espoafiibillty  of  acting  in  the  preetiit  ittstance  inuiiiout  waitiii^  the  Governor^  in- 
.$tjructioni^  of  whjch  we  tryat^  his  ExcaDewyt  und?r  this  explanation,  wiU  approve,  xnore  par- 
ticularly as  the  people  were  all  settled  much  earlier  than  they  coyld  othermse  hax^e  been. 

We  have  the  nonour  to  report^  that  we  named  to  these  people  the  estates  specified  in  the 
margin,  and  recommended  these  to  their  choice,  as  offering  every  advantage  to  them  in  regard  New  Forest— Gold- 
to  the  liberal  care  and  attention^  which  would  be  bestowed  upon  them,  to  the  proximity  of  »*<>"«  Hall— Reliance 
msity  of  the  properties  fd  those  upon  which  their  relations  and  friends  had  been  located  on  the  ^^^^^^""("tton  ' 
former  occasion,  and  to  their  immediate  vicinity  to  a  place  ■  of -workhip  and  aohdol.  '-         t    Tree— Woodlev  Park 

Our  recommendation  was  generally  adopted,  some,  however,  preferred  other  plantations,  ^^.H**  '^^^  laf^"^ 
owing  no  doubt  to  the  advice  from  their  own  kindred.  Mwa.**"*""  *^ 

We  of  course  made  no  objection  to  their  selection. 

These  people  have  many  relations  an^iongst  those  wbo  came  by  the  Dous  Fevereiro,  the 
nature  and  degree  of  whidi,  as  soon  as  ascertained,  we  will  communicate  for  his  Excel- 
lency's information ;  in  the  mean  time,  we  beg  to  report  that  we  took  especial  care  to  re-imite 
members  of  families. 

Previously  to  our  receiving  the  Governor's  minute,  relative  to  Sir  Geoi^  Jackson's  servants, 
they  had  gone  to  Gladstone  Hall,  the  property  of  Lord  Reay;  but  Sir  George  Jackson,  in 
his  communication  to  his  Excellency,  having  so  particularly  and  laudably  interested  himself 
respecting  thein,  we  went  to  that  estate,  and  explained  to  them  that  they  might  have  service  in 
*New  Anlsterdam  or  Georgetowti,  and  if  they  wished  it,  we  would  procure  places '  for  them. 
'Their  reply  was,/' We  are  ^lail  you  have  had  a  letter  from  our  former  'ma^er;^we  *ai^ 
much  obliged  by  your  oflfer,  we  have  no  wish  to  go  from  here ;  we  have  found  here  some  of 
our  country  people ;  Congo  people  we  are  very  happy  amongst  them.  Domingo  has  taken 
that  woman,  and  we  have  taken  these  children.  We  don't  wish  to  separate," 

The  woman  and  children  here  spoken  of  came  from  Benguela,  but  preferred  going  with 
these  servants. 

The  plan  we  adopted  for  their  location  waste  feave  all  to  select  from  amongst  themselves 
those  who  should  go  together. 

We  will  take  an  early  opportunity  of  transmittihg  a  return  of  the  estates  on  which  they  may 
finally  locate  themselves.  At  present  they  are  on  the  following,  viz :— at  New  Forest  10, 
Goldstone  Hall  11,  Reliance  10,  Prospect  10,  Smithson's  Place  11 ;  being  52  in  Canje,  in 
addition  to  44  of  the  former  arrival. 

At  Cotton  Tree  11,  Woodley  Park  12,  being  23  in  close  neighbourhood  to  39  of  tho^ 
who  are  at  Blairmont  and  Balthyock ;  at  Eliza  and  Mary  and  Skeldon  in  Courantyne  22, 
two  of  these  are  from  Everton. 

At  Providence  11,  Everton  1,  the  Friends  22,  the  same  estates  on  which  were  located 
67  from  the  Dous  Fevereiro. 

We  hare,  &c. 

(Signed)  Charles  R.  Whinfield,  Sheriff. 

G.  G.  LowENFELD,  Agent  for  Immigration,  Berbice. 
The  Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young, 
Government  Secretary. 


(No.  36.)  No-  44. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Stanley  to  Governor  Light. 
Sir,  Downing-street,  December  13,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch,  No.  127,  of  the  6th  October,  and  I  approve         No.  44. 
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BRITISH  GUIANA  of  the  measures  whicli  you  have  taken  for  the  disposal  of  tlie  captured  Africans 
brought  to  British  Guiana,  in  the  Venezuela  steam  vessel  from  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

Governor  Light,  (Signed)     '      STANLEY. 

&c.       &c. 

(No.  129.)  No.  45. 

Copv  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  Octobef  13,  1841. 

^o*  4^*  In  a  preceding  Despatch  I  had  the  honour  of  stating  that  I  had  instituted 

a  commission  of  enquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  Portuguese  emigrants,  located  on 
the  Arabian  coast,  Essequibo. 

The  members  of  the  commission  living  in  different  parts  of  the  district,  some 
delay  has  been  occasioned  in  getting  the  signatures  to  the  fail*  transcript  of  the 
reports,  sketched  on  the  spot.  On  receiving  them,  I  directed  they  should  be  pub- 
lisned  for  general  information ;  not  only  to  arrest  the  attention  of  the  employers  of 
Portuguese  emigrants,  in  other  parts  of  the  colony,  but  to  excite  them  to  adopt 
those  measures  recommended  by  the  commission^  whidb  are  likely  to  add  to  the 
comforts  of  the  emigrants,  ajid  possibly  prevent  the  progress  of  acclimatisation 
from  being  either  sevepe  or  fSaial. 
Copy  wanting.  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  a  printed  oopy  of  the  reports,  which  is  preceded  by 

my  minute  explaining  the  purport  of  the  enqniry. 

The  reports  give  the  number  of  emigrants  on  each  estate  visited  by  the  respective 
members  of  the  commission,  the  date  of  arrival  on  the  estates^  the  deaths,  sick,  and 
convalescent,  with  the  addition  of  sepai-ate  explanatory  letters  from  the  Ronum 
Catholic  priest,  one  of  the  medical  men  attached  to  a  portion  of  the  estates,  and 
from  Mr.  Humphrys,  my  private  secretary,  whose  opinioBs  I  have  read  with 
interest,  and  which  lead  to  this  conclusion,  that  if  the  mortality  proceeds  in  ite 
ratio  contemplated,  it  may  become  of  serious  consideration  Avhether  we  shall  be 
justifiable  in  encoui*aging  tiie  emigration  from  Madeira ;  in  spite  of  the  advantages 
they  obtain  here,  in  comparison  with  their  miserable  condition  as  labourers  in  their 
native  island. 

It  must  be  acknowledged  ^%$t  the  season  has  been  hitiierto  most  unfeivourable ; 
much  sickness  even  amongst  ihe  Oeole  population,  and  during  the  five  weeks  I 
was  on  the  Arabian  coast  every  member  of  my  family,  including  myself  and 
servants,  were  more  or  less  attacked  with  fever,  and  from  which  some  of  the  party 
have  not  yet  recovered. 

As  the  stipendiaiy  magistrates'  returns  ue  not  yet  all  received,  I  cannot  report 
on  the  state  of  the  PtHrtiiguese  throughout  the  province ;  particuliur  i«turns  will  he 
given  to  that  effect.  Mr.  Strutt  has  reported  that  much  sickness  had  prevailed  on 
the  only  estate  in  Berbice,  where  Portuguese  had  been  located;  that  15  deaths 
had  occurred ;  in  a  succeeding  letter,  he  has  reported  that  the  sickness  has  dimi- 
nished ;  copies  of  extracts  from  those  reports  are  herewith  transmitted. 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  in  the  annexed  documents  and  reports  transmitted, 
that  little  or  no  blame,  but  rather  great  praise  is  due  to  the  proprietors 
managers  of  estates  on  whieli  the  Portuguese  have  been  located. 

T  have  Jf^c 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell,  (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  im  N^  45. 

Sir,  New  Amsterdam,  October  1,  1841,  (4  o'clock  p.m.) 

End.  in  No.  45.  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  iust  returned  fuom  Plantation  Everton, 

and  it  is  my  painful  duty  to  report  to  you,  for  his  Excellency's  information^  that  a  most  alarm- 
ing sickness  and  mortality  is  prevailing  among  the  immigrants  from  the  island  of  Madeira, 


Intfklv  1iv*Atprl  fhf^m. 
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kindest  attention  are  paid  to  the  sick.    Two  medical  men,  namely,  Drs.  Hollingsworth  and  BRTIiSH  GUIANA 

Collymore,  have  visited  the  estate  in  consultation  daily  during  the  week,  and  the  exertions  of  

Mr.  Paterson,  the  manager,  have  been  most  praiseworthy  and  unremitting ;  the  wine,  soup, 
aad  BMdicines  ordered,  are  admiiiiBtered  by,  or  in,  Mr.  Pateraon's  presence. 

I  propose  visiting  Everton  in  a  few  days  again,  and  will  then,  as  soon  after  as  practicable, 
communicate  the  information  I  shall  have  obtained. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Hon.  H.  E,  F.  Young,  (Signed)  C.  H.  Strutt, 

&c.         &c         &c.  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 

(A  true  Copy.) 
W.  B.  WoLSBLBY,  Assistant  Govermnent  Secretary. 


New  Amsterdam,  Berbice,  October  7,  1841. 
I  HAVE  the  honour  further  to  report  that  I  have  this  day  visited  Plantation  Everton, 
and  I  have  the  gratification  to  add  that  I  found  the  immigrants  from  Madeira,  of  whom  I  had 
the  honour  to  make  a  special  communicaticfli  to  you  on  the  1st  instant,  much  improved  in  their 
health,  and  although  two  have  died  since  that  date,  (a  woman  and  boy)  I  have  everj'  reason 
to  hope  and  to  believe  that  no  further  mortality  will  at  present  occur  among  them. 

I  saiall  make  it  my  duty  frequently  to  see  these  people,  and  his  Excellency  may  rely  upon 
receiving  a  faithful  minute  of  my  observations. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  C  H.  Stbutt,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 

(A  true  Extract.) 
W.  B.  WoL«ELKY,  Assistant  Government  Secretary. 


(No.  140-)  No.  46. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley. 
My  Lord,  Government  House,  Dcmerara,  October  24,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  h(»]oiir  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  further  enquiry  No.  46. 

into  the  condition  of  the  Portuguese  emigrants  from  Madeira  located  in  the  island 
of  Leguan,  Essequibo  River,  with  copy  of  reply  to  the  stipendiary  magistrate 
employed  on  the  enquiry,  Mritten  by  my  desire,  by  the  Grovernment  Secretary ;  to 
which  is  affixed  a  summary  of  the  estates  on  which  the  Portuguese  are  located, 
their  health,  and  their  mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  is  39  out  of  449,  during  the  last  three  or  four  months ; 
not  the  slightest  blame  is  to  be  attached  to  their  employers,  to  whom  the  labourers 
are  too  valuable  not  to  ensure  as  much  care  as  can  be  given ;  but  the  process  of 
acclimatisation  will,  I  fear,  always  present  the  same  results,  making  it  doubtful 
whether  white  men  can  successfully  be  employed  in  agriculture  in  this  climate  ; 
and  whether  it  will  be  just  or  consistent  with  humanity  to  encourage  their  intro- 
duction—even men  inured  to  heat  as  are  the  emigrants  irom  Madeira. 

The  remarks  made  by  the  stipendiary  magistrate,  pointing  out  the  necessity  of 
establishing  district  hospitals,  coincide  entirely  with  my  opinion,  which  I  have 
eJ4>res8ed  in  a  despatch  to  your  Lordship's  predecessor,  on  the  subject  of  emigration 
to  this  colony. 

I  have  the  honour  to  annex  a  return  of  the  number  of  emigrants  from  Madeira, 
arrived  to  date  October  14,  since  which  about  300  more  have  landed ;  the  equality 
of  the  sexes  is  well  preserved.  Many  more  are  expected,  and  as  they  will  arrive 
in  the  most  healthy  season,  their  acclimatisation  may  be  less  severe. 

The  total  number  of  emigrants  arrived  since  my  proclamation  of  the  23d 
January,  exceeds  6,000.  Amongst  the  emigrants  from  the  islands,  the  equality  of 
the  sexes  is  not  preserved ;  nor  can  they  be  persuaded  to  bring  their  wives  till  the 
colony  has  been  tried ;  this  is  the  excuse  given  by  the  captains  of  vessels  who 
bring  them,  but  I  have  reason  to  believe,  that  the  inequality  of  the  sexes  will  not 
continue,  after  the  advantages  of  this  province  are  better  known. 

The  health  of  the  captured  Africans,  and  of  the  emigrants  from  Sierra  Leone 
has  not  suffered  by  this  climate,  but  the  Creoles  from  the  islands  are  affected  some- 
times with  intermittent  fever ;  generally  slight,  and  of  short  duration,  from  which 
recovered,  they  are  acclimatised. 

As  the  number  of  emigrants  have  exceeded  what  I  supposed  could  be  located, 
it  is  my  duty  to  state  that  the  prospect  of  obtaining  labourers,  has  made  the 
proprietors  of  estates  exert  themselves  in  erecting  cottages,  and  being  provided 
with  means  of  location. 

I  have,  &c 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley,  (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 
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Enclosure  in  No.  46* 

Immigration  Office,  Deroerara,  October  14, 1841. 
Return  of  the  Number  of  Emigrants  from  Madeira,  arrived  in  British  Gaiaua  from  the  23d  January, 
1841  (or  date  of  the  **  Ordinance  to  Regulate  and  Encourage  Immigration  into  British  Guiana  '') 
to  date. 


Thmiti 

From 

Number  of  Emigrantf,  Tiz.— 

Remarks. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

From  23d  January  to\ 
14th  October,  184IJ 

Madeira.     •     . 

1545 

1405 

2950 

Governor  Light, 
&c.      &c. 


Sir, 


Herbert  C.  Southet, 
Acting  Agent-General  for  Immigration. 


District  F,  Leguan,  October  6,  1841. 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that 
having  a  few  days  ago,  in  company  v^rith  the  respective  medical  practitioners  of  this  district^ 
visited  all  the  estates  upon  which  Portuguese  emigrants  are  located,  I  beg  respectfully  to 
annex  a  statement  showmg  the  number  originally  received  upon  the  properties,  the  number  of 
deaths  since  their  arrival,  as  also  a  few  remarks  relative  to  their  treatment  during  sickness,  and 
the  manner  in  which  they  are  accommodated. 

Plantation  Caledonia. 

The  Portuguese  emigrants  located  upon  this  estate  are  accommodated  in  good  cottages, 
well  floored.  They  acknowledge  that  during  sickness  every  attention  is  paid  to  them,  and  their 
several  wants  supplied  by  the  manager.  They  had  no  complaints  whatever  to  make.  The 
number  received  was  40.  The  deaths  from  the  beginning  of  July,  the  period  at  which  they 
arrived^  up  to  date,  have  been  four.     Their  present  state  of  health  is  sickly. 

Plantation  Meerzorg. 

The  Portuguese  emigrants  upon  this  estate  are  not  accommodated  in  cottages,  but  occupy 
one  large  building,  and  a  smaller  one^  which  have  been  divided  into  apartments ;  each  apart- 
ment has  beds  and  bedding.  They  acknowledge  being  kindly  treated  during  sickness,  and 
tliey  had  no  complaint  to  make.  The  number  received  upon  this  estate  at  the  latter  end  of 
June  and  in  the  beginning  of  July  last  consisted  of  108  men,  women,  and  children.  The 
deaths  since  then  have  been  1 1  up  to  date.    Their  general  state  of  health  is  still  sickly. 

Plantation  New  Bendorff. 

The  Portumiese  emigrants  upon  this  estate  are  accommodated  in  good  cottages ;  each  room 
is  supplied  with  bed  and  bedding.  They  acknowledge  being  kindly  treated,  and  their  wants 
supplied  during  sickness.  The  number  which  arrived  in  the  middle  of  September  last  con- 
sisted of  43.  No  death  has  occurred  upon  this  property  up  to  date  amongst  these  people 
since  their  arrival.     They  are  also  very  sickly. 

Plantation  Friendship. 

The  Portuguese  emigrants  upon  this  property  are  not  accommodated  in  cottages,  but  occupy 
rooms  below  the  overseer's  house  and  the  buildinsr  formerly  used  as  the  hospital,  which  has 
not  been  divided  into  apartments.  They  acknowledge  being  kindly  treated  during  their 
sickness,  and  have  no  complaints  to  make.  Cottages  will  be  ready  in  the  course  of  a  few. 
days  for  their  reception.  These  people  arrived  upon  the  estate  in  the  middle  of  July  last, 
and  consisted  of  40  in  number.  The  deaths  from  that  time  up  to  date  have  been  seven.  They 
are  also  very  sickly. 

Plantation  Success. 

The  Portuguese  emigrants  upon  this  estate  have  superior  accommodations  in  cottages. 
Each  room  has  a  bed  and  bedding,  and  there  is  a  hall  for  each  family.  These  people  arrived 
upon  this  property  upon  the  24th  July  last ;  the  number  then  consisted  of  49 ;  the  deaths 
since  that  period,  up  to  date,  have  been  nine.    The  manager  of  this  estate  was  directed  by  the 

Proprietor  to  spare  no  expense  in  supplying  the  wants  of  these  people  during  sickness,  and 
fr.  Jones,  finding  that  a  greater  part  of  them  continued  sickly,  had  them  removed  to 
Rome  and  Houston  for  change  of  air.  Those  that  remain  upon  Plantation  Success  are 
convalescent. 

Plantation  Sarah. 

The  Portuguese  emigrants  upon  this  estate  are  accommodated  in  good  cottages,  though  too 

frreat  a  number  occupy  one  house.  This  evil  is  not  attributable  to  the  manager,  but  proceeds 
rom  a  choice  of  their  own,  as  there  are  other  cottages  appropriated  for  their  use,  but  they 
prefer  living  together.  They  acknowledge  being  well  treated  during  their  sickness,  and  had 
no  complaints  to  make.  These  emigrants  arrived  upon  this  estate  upon  the  3rd  September 
last,  and  consisted  of  37  in  number.  Two  have  died  since  their  location,  and  some  of 
them  are  now  very  sickly.  Those  that  are  in  health  are  employed  jobbing  about  the 
buildings. 
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Plantation  Belle  Plaine.  British  guiana 

The  Portuguese  emigrants  who  located  themselves  upon  this  estate  on  the  3rd  September  

last  consisted  of  22  in  number.  I  am  happy  to  state  no  death  has  occurred  here  up  to  date, 
but  a  number  of  them  are  sickly.  These  people  are  accommodated  in  comfortable  cottages, 
which  are  supplied  with  beds  and  bedding.  Those  that  are  sick  acknowledged  to  be  kindly 
treated,  and  have  no  complaints  to  make.  Those  that  are  in  health  are  employed  as  jobbers 
about  the  buildings.  * 

Plantation  Elizabeth  Ann. 
The  Portuguese  emigrants  who  located  themselves  upon  this  estate  on  the  3rd  September 
last  consisted  of  37  in  number.  Only  one  has  died,  but  some  of  them  are  very  sickly.  The 
accommodations  are  verv  indiflferent,  however  no  dissatisfaction  has  been  expressed.  These 
people  acknowledged  bemg  kindly  treated,  and  had  no  complaints  to  make.  I  have  recom- 
mended the  manager  to  put  up  beds,  and  to  supply  them  with  tables  and  benches,  which  he 
has  promised  to  do.     Those  that  enjoy  good  health  are  employed  as  agriculturists. 

Plantation  Zelandia. 
The  18  Portuguese  emigrants  who  have  recently  come  to  this  property  are  healthy.    They 
are  accommodated  in  cottages,  and  are  principally  employed  cutting  wood  upon  the  estate. 
No  death,  up  to  date,  has  occurred  amongst  them. 

Plantation  Endeavour 
(In  Hog  Island). 
Eleven  Portuguese  emigrants  located  themselves  upon  this  estate  on  the  15th  August  last, 
and  37  in  the  beginning  of  September.  Five  have  died,  and  a  number  of  those  that  remain 
are  sickly.  The  cottages  these  people  occupy  are  good,  and  each  room  has  been  supplied 
with  beds,  bedding,  tables,  and  benches.  They  expressed  themselves  thankful  to  the  manager 
for  his  attention  to  them  during  their  sickness,  and  had  no  complaints  to  make  relative  to  their 
treatment.  Three  or  four  of  the  emigrants  upon  this  estate  complamed  to  me,  through  the 
interpreter,  that  the  emigration  agent  at  Madeira  had  misinformed  them  relative  to  the  amount 
of  daily  wages  they  would  receive  for  a  certain  proportion  of  labour.  I  told  them  I  should 
represent  their  complaint  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor.  Those  that  are  in  good  health  are 
principally  employed  jobbing  about  the  buildings. 

Plantation  Blenheim. 

The  seven  emigrants  (Portuguese)  who  located  themselves  upon  this  estate  on  the  8th  ultimo 
are  accommodate  in  a  comfortable  cottage,  and  enjoy,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  good 
health.  They  had  no  complaint  to  make.  They  have  been  upwards  of  two  months  in  the 
colony,  and  are  now  employed  as  jobbers  about  the  buildings.  No  death,  up  to  date,  has 
occurred  amongst  them. 

As  the  tide  of  emigration  appears  to  have  set  in  strongly  to  the  shores  of  British  Guiana 
within  the  last  few  months,  and  is  likely  to  continue  so,  especially  from  Madeira,  I  respectfully 
trust  his  Excellency  will  pardon  me  when  I  continue  to  make  one  or  two  observations  regard- 
ing the  attendance  of  the  medical  practitioner  upon  the  emigrants ;  the  manner  in  which 
estates'  hospitals  (where  there  are  any)  are  at  present  conducted ;  and  the  wants,  in  many 
instances,  of  an  efficient  interpreter. 

Without  intending  to  cast  the  slightest  reflection  upon  any  of  the  medical  gentlemen  in  this 
district,  it  cannot  be  but  observed  that  some  of  these  practitioners  have  under  their  professional 
charge  from  200  to  250  emigrants,  located  upon  estates  from  6  to  12  miles  from  the  place  of 
their  residence.  It  is  therefore  impossible  that  the  physical  strength  of  these  gentlemen  can 
enable  them  to  bestow  that  unremitting  attention  upon  the  emigrant  which  is  so  essentially 
reqiured  during  a  first  illness  in  this  treacherous  climate. 

With  respect  to  estates*  hospitals,  generally  speaking,  these  buildings,  which  afforded  so 
much  comfort  to  the  sick  during  the  apprenticeship,  are  now  either  converted  into  lumber 
houses  or  are  appropriated  to  other  purposes  than  those  for  which  they  were  originally 
intended.  The  few  that  are  not  so  appropriated  present  very  little  inducement  to  the  sick 
emigrant  to  enter,  as  not  even  a  bed  or  bedding  is  sometimes  to  be  seen.  It  is  therefore  not 
to  be  wondered  at  he  has  such  an  aversion  to  become  the  inmate  of  a  building  destitute  of  the 
minutest  comforts.  It  is  however  worthy  of  remark  that  at  Plantation  Success,  in  this  district, 
where  the  hospital  has  been  cleanly  kept,  and  beds,  bedding,  &c.,  supplied,  the  Portuguese 
emigrant,  immediately  he  became  sick,  went  to  the  hospital  to  be  attended  to. 

To  obviate  the  evils  to  which  I  have  alluded,  and  if  possible  to  prevent  such  a  mortality 
taking  place  amongst  the  emigrants  who  may  betake  themselves  to  this  country  as  that  which 
has  unfortunately  lately  been  the  case  amongst  the  Portuguese,  it  may  not  be  considered  im- 
proper in  me  to  suggest  that  in  each  and  every  district  there  should  be  erected,  at  the  public 
expense,  one  or  more  public  hospitals  for  the  reception  of  emigrants  when  sick,  especially  as  it 
is  the  intention  of  some  of  the  proprietary  body,  in  the  beginning  of  next  year,  to  dispense  with 
the  services  of  a  medical  practitioner  upon  the  estate. 

The  loss  of  an  intelligent  interpreter  upon  one  or  two  estates  in  this  district,  on  which 
Portuguese  emigrants  are  located,  has  been  much  felt,  especially  by  the  medical  practitioner, 
who  has  in  some  instances  been  at  a  loss  in  ascertaining,  for  want  of  knowledge  of  the  language, 
the  exact  nature  of  the  complaint  or  ailment  of  his  patient. 

Trusting  his  Excellency  will  excuse  the  length  of  this  communication, 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  Walter  Howard  Ware,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 

The  Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young, 
&c.        &c.        &c. 
(True  Copy.) 
H.  E.  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary. 
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Government  Secr€ftary's  Office,  Demerara,  23rd  October,  184L 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  yesterday,  of  your  letter  of  the  6th  inst. 
reporting  on  the  state  of  health  of  the  Portuguese  labourers  located  on  estates  in  the  islands  of 
Leguan  and  Wakenaam,  which  constitute  the  district  under  your  charge. 

His  Excellency  desires  me  to  thank  you  for  this  report,  and  to  request  that  you  will  continue 
to  give  close  attention  to  the  condition  of  these  emigrants,  and  to  use  your  best  influence  to 
procure  for  them,  both  in  health  and  sickness,  such  necessaries  and  comforts  as  may  appear  to 
you,  with  or  without  complaint  from  them,  to  be  conducive  either  to  their  maintenance  in 
health,  or  their  restoration  from  sickness. 

You  will  be  so  good  as  to  see  that  the  cottages  at  Plantation  Friendship  are  ready,  according 
to  promise,  for  the  reception  of  the  Portuguese.  In  the  event  of  tfieir  not  being  ready,  you 
win  recommend  the  labourers  to  seek  employment  where  more  wholesome  lodging  may  be 
procurable.  The  present  accommodation  afforded  to  them,  as  deseribed  in  your  report,  has 
been  condemned  by  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  situation  of  the  Portu-' 
guese  on  the  coast  of  Essequibo. 

You  will  not  fail  to  look  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  promise  of  the  manager  of  Plantation  Elisa- 
beth Anne  to  sopply  beds,  tables,  and  benches. 

You  will  also  proceed  forthwith  to  take  down  the  statement,  in  writing,  of  the  three  or  four 
Portuguese  who  complain  at  Plantation  Endeavour  of  having  been  deceived  by  the  emigration 

rt  at  Madeira,  as  it  is  his  Excellency's  intention  to  call  upon  that  officer  for  a  reply  to  the 
^e. 
His  Excellency  deeply  regrets  that  out  of  the  11  estates  included  in  your  report,  the  PortUf 
guese  on  eight  estates  should  still  continue  to  be  sickly,  more  especially  as  the  mortality  appears 
in  three  months  to  have  amounted  to  39  out  of  449. 

His  Excellency  fully  concurs  with  you  in  the  necessity  for  establishing  public  district  hos^- 
pttals,  to  supply  the  want  of  estates' nospitals,  which  formerly  it  was  obligatory  on  the  pro- 
prietors  to  maintain.  This  subject  had,  previously  to  the  receipt  of  your  report,  engaged  his 
Excellency's  attention,  and  some  useful  information  has  already  been  c(dlected  which  will 
enable  the  Governor  to  submit  a  proposition  to  the  Legislature  previously  to  the  session  of  the 
Combined  Court. 

I  have,  &c. 
W.  H.  Ware,  Esq.  (Signed)  H.  E.  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary. 

Stipendiary  Magistrate. 

(True  C5>py.) 
H.  E.  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary. 


No.  47. 


PoRTUOxnDSB  Emigrants,  Islands  of  Leguan  and  Wakenaam. 
Eitracted  from  the  Report  of  Stipendiary  Justice  Ware,  dated  October  6, 1841. 


Date  of  Location. 

Name  of  Plantation. 

Number 
Located. 

Number 
Dead. 

AetiMl  State. 

1841 
July      .     .     • 

J  >       •     •     • 
September  • 
July      .     .     . 
July  24      .     • 
Sei^mber  3     • 

>  >             • 

>  >             • 
Recently     • 
August  15 
September .      . 
September  8 

Caledonia 

Mcerzorg 

NewBendorff    .     .     .     • 

Friendship 

Success • 

Sarah      ...... 

Belle  Plaine      .     .     .     . 

Elizabeth  Anne .      •     •     • 
Plantation  Zelandia 
Plantation    Endeavour,    11 1 

Ditto 871 

Plantation  Blenheim     •      . 

Total     .     . 

40 
108 
48 
40 
49 
37 
22 
87 
18 

48 

7 

4 

11 

0 

7 
9 
3 

0 

1 
0 

5 

0 

Sickly. 
Ditto. 

Very  sickly. 
Ditto. 

Convalescsnt. 
Some  very  sickly. 
A  number  sickly. 
Some  very  sickly. 
Healthy. 

A  number  skkly. 

Good  health,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions. 

449 

89 

(True  Extract.) 


H.  E.  F.  YouNO,  Government  Secretary. 


(No,  39.)  No.  47. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Stanley  to  Governor  Light, 

Sir,  Downing-street,  27th  December,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch,  No.  129,  of  the  13th  October,  on  the  state 
of  the  Portuguese  immigrants,  and  your  Despatch,  No.  140,  of  the  24th  October, 
further  on  the  same  subiect,  and  on  the  subject  of  the  immifirrants  irenerallv. 
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tion,  and  I  beg  to  express  to  you  the  BBJ&dnetion  which  it  has  been  to  me  to  observe  ssiraHOUiABUL 
ike  great  care  and  attention  which  you  ha?e  paid  to  the  subject,  as  well  as  the 
grounds  you  hwe  staited  ibr  being  yourself  satisfied  with  the  cane  taken  of  the 
immigrants  by  their  employers. 

I  have  thought  it  right  to  communicate  copies  of  your  Despatches  to  the  Portu- 
guese Minister  at  this  Court,  and  to  promise  to  communicate  the  further  repcN^ 
which  you  will  no  doubt  furnish  me  with  from  time  to  time. 

I  have  also  stated,  with  reference  to  the  great  distress  which  is  suffered  by  the 
immigrants  through  deprivation  of  religious  offices  and  consolations,  that  if  the 
Portuguese  Government  should  be  desirous  to  send  a  priest  of  that  nation  to  British 
Guiana,  I  trust  that  you  would  be  enabled,  by  the  assistance  of  the  Combined  Court, 
to  provide  for  his  reception  and  accommodation,  and  I  beg  to  recommend  the  subject 
to  your  consideration ;  and  I  should  he  glad  to  learjn  that,  after  consultation  with 
the  Combined  Court,  you  would  enable  me  to  make  a  definite  proposal  to  the 
Portuguese  Government. 

You  will,  DO  doubt,  conttmie  to  pay  the  most  careful  attention  to  the  question  of 
the  medical  attendance  furnished  to  the  immigrants,  and  in  addition  to  any  measures 
which  you  may  adopt  for  inci-easing  the  number  of  public  hospitals  and  dispen- 
saries, 1  think  it  very  desirable  that,  as  far  as  you  can,  without  giving  rise  to  any 
complaint  of  official  interference  with  private  arrangements,  you  shoiud  bring  the 
subject  und^  the  cooB]deratk>n  of  iodividual  planters,  letting  it  be  imderstood  that 
any  advice  which  miqr  be  given  by  the  authorities  as  to  the  distribution  of  immi- 
grants, will  be  especially  guided  by  the  sufficiency  of  the  provision  for  the  sick, 
made  upon  the  plantation  at  the  expense  of  the  proprietOT. 

In  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Inquiry  of  the  15th  September,  and  in 
Mr.  Humphrys's  letter  of  the  24th  September,  it  is  stated  that  the  Portuguese  on 
Plantation  Lima  attributed  the  mortality  on  that  estate  in  some  measure  to  the 
immigrants  having  been  kept  uader  close  hatches  whilst  on  their  voyage,  owing  to 
a  suspicion  of  mutiny  entertained  by  the  captain.  It  would  be  desirable  to  make 
mquiiy  into  the  circumartanoes  of  the  case,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  conduct 
of  the  captain  was  justifiable. 

I  have,  &c. 
Governor  Light,  (Signed)  STANLEY. 

&C.    8cc. 

(No.  131;)  No  48. 

Copt  (rf*a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Lioht  to  Lord  John  Russell. 
My  Lord,  Gova-nment  House,  Demerara,  7th  October,  1841. 

I  HAVE  iiie  honour  to  report   to  your  Lordship  the  arrival  from  Sierra         No.  48. 
Leone,  on  the  22nd  ulL,  of  225  emigrants  in  the  ship  Superior,  chartered  here, 
and  sent  to  the  above-named  colony. 

The  Superior  was  36  days  on  her  passage  from  Sierra  Leone ;  the  number  of 
emigrants  emharked  226^  therefore  one  death  oecurred  ;  and  it  appears  fram  the 

letter  of  the  Agent-general,  copy  of  which  is  herewith  annexed,  that  the  deceased  

was  in  a  bad  state  of  health,  and  was  allowed  to  embark  from  humane  motives. 

The  emigrants,  though  reconunended  to  locate  themselves  on  estates,  according 
to  my  selection,  as  the  healthiest  parts  of  the  colony,  and  where  I  had  heard  of  the 
best  accommodation,  appear  to  have  been  guided  by  their  friends  to  other  places. 
No  inconvenience  has  arisen  from  this,  and  th^  are  tkus  made  sensible  of  their  full 
freedom  of  choiee. 

I  have  thought  it  right  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  

agent  at  Sierra  Leone  to  the  Agent-general,  by  which  your  Lordship  will  perceive 
that  this  colony  has  every  prospect  of  a  large  influx  of  labourers  from  Sierra  Leone. 
The  difficulty  will  be  to  obtain  regularly  an  equal  portion  of  the  sexes,  which,  as  by 
the  annexed  return,  is  not  according  to  the  terms  of  the  Emigration  Ordinance.         

It  is  more  than  probable  that  as  confidence  increases  as  to  the  advantages  of  this 
colony,  the  disproportion  will  decrease  ;  it  may  then  be  unnecessary  to  urge  the 
strict  enforcement  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Taylor  alludes  to  the  misconduct  of  some  of  the  delegates  sent  back  from 
hence  to  Sierra  Leone.  This  is  an  accident  which  will  be  easily  guarded  against ; 
the  nature  of  this  country  is  now  pretty  generally  known  at  Sierra  Leone,  and 
therefore  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  send  delegates  from  hence. 

A  ship  has  been  chartered  at  Berbice  to  proceed  to  Sierra  Leone,  and  I  have  no 
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BJEUTISH  GUIANA  doubt  Will  be  succesfiful  in  obtaining  emigrants.  It  is  evident  the  natives  of  Africa 
are  the  most  fitted  for  this  country ;  little  or  no  sickness  has  occurred  amongat  those 
who  have  lately  arrived  here,  while  great  sickness,  and  on  some  estates  great  mor- 
tality, have  occurred  amongst  the  Portuguese  from  Madeira. 

I  have  &c 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  RusseU,  (Signed)        '    HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  48. 

Sir,  Sierra  Leone,  12th  August,  1841. 

End.  in  No.  48.  Accompantiko  the  emigrants  in  the  ship  Superior,  are  the  six  delegates  who  returned 

from  Demerara  in  that  ship.  Whilst  they  have  been  here  I  have  given  them  the  means  of 
subsistence  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling  per  day.  This  sum  was  by  no  means  adequate  to  their 
wishes ;  but  as  my  object  throughout  has  been  to  do  these  people  strict  justice,  and  yet  go 
upon  as  economical  a  plan  as  I  could,  I  inquired  from  several  people  in  their  own  station  of 
life,  and  found  that  that  sum  was  quite  sufficient. 

One  of  these  men,  named  WilHam  Hoare,  applied  to  me,  through  Captain  Dinning,  for  the 
sum  of  10  dollars,  a  gratuity  which  he  stated  was  given  to  the  other  men,  but  which  he 
embarked  without  receiving,  and  which  I  advanced. 

I  would  strongly  urge  upon  the  authorities  at  British  Guiana  the  necessity  of  not  sending 
these  men  back  as  delegates ;  they  are  not  required,  and  I  found  them  quite  inefficient,  and 
totally  useless^  with  the  exception  of  Tom  Freeman^  the  head  Krooman,  who  has  been  most 
active. 

One  of  the  men  is  called  Thomas  Cole ;  I  have  had  every  reason  to  be  much  dissatisGed  with 
his  conduct.  He  has  appeared  several  times  before  me  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  and  has  been 
the  source  of  much  annoyance  and  complaint  even  from  the  authorities  here.  Owing  to  his 
misconduct  I  have  not  advanced  him  anything,  but  I  have  been  well  aware  that  he  has  had 
the  means  of  subsistence. 

One  man  came  in  the  Superior  calling  himself  a  delegate  ;  but  as  he  was  not  recognized  by 
the  headman,  Charles  Turner,  I  have  refused  to  hold  any  communication  with  him. 

Were  I  to  suggest  a  plan  to  the  authorities  at  British  Guiana,  it  would  be,  send  back  either 
Tom  Freeman  or  the  head  Krooman.  I  send  Charles  Walker  and  the  headman  of  the  libe- 
rated Africans,  Charles  B.  Christian  ;  it  would  inspire  the  people  here  "with  confidence,  and  I 
believe  them  1o  be  intelligent,  sober,  and  active. 

A  native  of  Sierra  Leone,  by  name  John  Emanuel,  who  came  here  with  Mr.  Dunlop,  with 
high  testimonials  from  members  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy,  has  been  very  active 
in  collecting  emigrants ;  he  has  labdured  ufuder  much  sickness,  but  I  have  had  every  reason  to 
be  satisfied  with  him  since  his  recovery.  Bong  in  absolute  want  of  money,  he  showed  me  his 
credentials,  and  also  a  paper  signed  Dy  the  four  members  of  the  Honourable  the  Coiiirt  of 
Policy,  comprising  the  Committee  for  promoting  immigration  into  British  Guiana^ allowing  him 
a  salary  of  35  dollars  a  month  ;  and  upon  this  I  have  advanced  him,  altogether,  the  sum  of 
16/.  5*.  4rf.  He  does  not  appear  willing  to  return  to  the  West  Indies  at  present;  but  beyond 
the  nine  months  specified  in  the  paper  1  shall  not  advance  him  any  money,  nor  should  I  have 
done  so  now  until  I  received  instructions,  had  he  not  been  in  a  state  of  utter  destitution. 

I  have  found  it  also  necessary  to  draw  on  Messrs.  M*Garel  and  Co.  (as  you  will  see  byiiie 
accompanying  document)  for  23/.  7s.  6d,,  the  sum  required  for  the  passports  for  the  emigrants 
by  Government,  as  well  as  for  the  other  items  contained  in  that  amount.  I  have  applied  to 
Messrs.  Hiddle  and  Co.,  the  consignees  of  the  ship  Superior,  to  cash  the  bills  I  required,  and 
they  have  agreed  to  do  so.  I  trust  my  having  advanced  nioney  for  the  passports  will  meet  with 
approval,  as  it  is  the  plan  adopted  by  all  the  other  West  India  emigration  agents.  The  people 
sell  all  they  have  from  the  moment  they  receive  their  tickets,  and  have  barely  the  means  of 
subsistence  until  they  go  on  board,  and  are,  therefore,  quite  unable  to  afford  to  pay  the  required 
2#.  6(i.  The  clothes  sent  are  as  much  or  more  than  will  be  required,  and  the  consignees  have 
informed  me  that  they  receive  directions  to  supply  the  immigrants  with  mats. 

Should  the  authorities  not  think  it  necessary  to  send  back  any  delegates,  I  am  very  sanguine 
as  to  the  result  of  the  next  voyage.  The  emigrants  I  have  embarked,  I  belicyg,  wiU  be£M»iKl» 
for  the  greatest  part,  strong  healthy  labourers.  It  is  true  that  other  ships  are  freighting,  or 
about  to  be  freighted,  for  the  other  West  India  colonies ;  but  the  satis&ctory  accounts  received 
from  the  emigrants  at  Demerara,  and  the  inducements  held  out  in  your  Despatch  by  his 
Excellency  Governor  Light,  particularly  to  carpenters,  have  caused  hundreds  to  apply  to 
emigrate  whom  I  could  not  send  by  this  vessel. 

1  now  can  only  trust  that  my  exertions  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  authorities  at 
British  Guiana. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  Richard  Taylor, 

James  Hackett,  Esq.  Immigration  Agent  of  British  Guiana. 

&c.         &c. 


Sir,  ^  Immigration  Office,  September  23,  1841. 

I  HAYK  the  honour  to  announce,  for  the  information  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor, 
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the  arrival  yesterday  morning  of  the  ship  Superior,  from  Sierra  Leone,  with  225  liberated  B&ITISIf  GUIANA 
Africans  on  boards — all  well.  /  ""*" 

The  Superior  had  a  passage  of  36  days ;  the  only  casualty  occurring  during  the  time  being 
the  death  of  one  man,  whom,  upon  investigation,  it  appears  was  in  a  bad  state  of  health  when 
he  embarked,  which  he  was  only  allowed  to  do,  to  gratify  a  wish  he  had  to  accompany  some 
of  his  relatives  hither,  and  in  the  hope  that  the  voyage  might  tend  to  his  recovery.  AH  the 
others  arrived  in  the  most  excellent  health,  high  spirits ;  and  in  regard  to  appearance,  intelli- 
gence, and  civilization,  I  think  are  much  superior  to  this  vesseVs  last  party. 

I  had  the  ship  placed  in  quarantine,  to  prevent  interference  or  confusion  on  board,  until  I 
had  gone  through  the  muster  roll,  and  personally  inspected  every  individual  of  the  party ; 
after  which,  I  called  up  all  the  principal  people,  and  the  head  men,  and  addressed  them  in 
the  name  of  the  Governor,  who,  I  info  'med  them,  was  out  of  town,  or  they  would  have  been 
welcomed  in  person  by  his  Excellency  himself;  but  that  I  was  prepared  to  convey  to  them 
his  Excellency's  recommendation  and  advice  regarding  their  future  locations,  as  being  not 
only  considered  the  most  healthy,  but  better  provided  with  accommodations,  &c.  I  then  read 
his  Excellency's  memorandum  naming  the  various  estates  on  which  it  was  proposed  they 
should  be  advised  to  go ;  they  appeared  very  much  gratified,  and  thanked  the  Governor  for 
his  kindness ;  but  it  was  evident  that  the  head-men  or  delegates  who  have  returned  with  them, 
had  already  made  a  different  disposition  in  favour  of  the  estates  on  which  they  had  themselves 
been  located,  and  the  consequence  has  been  that  plantations  Lima,  Turkeyen,  La  Resouvenir, 
Lusignan,  and  Paradise,  have  each  got  a  portion,  and  the  remainder  (through  the  exertions  of 
parties  who  came  on  board  after  the  yellow  flag  was  taken  down)  were  distributed  among  the 
following  estates,  viz. — Ogle,  Belair,  Peter's  Hall,  and  Houston. 

I  regret  that  I  have  not  been  more  successful  in  giving  effect  to  his  Excellency's  intentions 
as  contemplated  by  the  memorandum,  in  the  allotment  and  location  of  these  people;  but 
more  than  urge  his  Excellency's  advice  to  them  I  could  not  do,  and  they  have  pleased 
themselves. 

I  enclose  the  Despatches  received  from  Captain  Taylor,  at  Sierra  Leone,  which  appear 
verv  satisfactory. 

The  accounts  brought  by  this  ship,  hold  out  the  most  favourable  prospects  for  British 
Guiana,  as  regards  emigration  from  Sierra  Leone, — the  Africans  there  giving  a  decided  pre- 
ference to  \ms  colony  over  either  Jamaica  or  Trinidad, — ^these  latter  places  they  say  being 
much  too  far  away  for  them. 

Could  the  Superior  have  accommodated  1000  people,  the  Captain  says  he  could  have  got 
them  with  ease. 

I  had  nearly  forgot  to  mention  the  important  fact,  that  of  the  number  now  come,  about  60 
are  Kroomen,  several  of  whom  have  brought  their  wives,  and  many  more  of  the  same  class  are 
waiting  to  follow. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  James  Hacket,  Agent-General  for  Immigration. 

Note. — ^The  Kroomen  are  not  yet  located,  but  I  think  will  be  to-day. 
The  Hon.  H.  E.  P.  Young, 
&c.       &c.       8cc. 


Immigration  Office,  Demerara,  October  10,  1841. 
Return  of  Emigrants  arrived  per  Ship  Superior  from  Sierra  Leone. 


VeMeVs 
Name. 

• 

Matter. 

From 

Aclalti. 

Children 

under 

14  years. 

Total 

Grand 
Total. 

Date  of 

Arrival. 

1 

& 

i 

1 
1 

1 

£ 

Remarkf. 

1841 
September  23. 

Ship 
"  Supenor." 

Dinning. 

Sierra  Leone. 

144 

49 

18 

)4 

162 

Gd 

225 

His  Excellency  the  Goyemor, 
&c.      &c.      &c 


Herbert  C.  Southby, 
Acting  Agent-General  for  Immigration. 


(No.  132)  No.  49. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  John  Russell. 
My  Lord,  Grovemment  House,  Demerara,  October  20,  1841  • 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  Hill  Coolies  Return  for  September. 

I  am,  &c., 
(Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

Q 


No.  49. 
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Monthly  Report  respecting  Hill  Coolies  in  British  Gkiiana,  Urn  lit  diy  of  October,  1841 


No.  on  Kttate. 

Dea&s  slnee 

Nimiber  of  Sick  on 
3l8t  Qltimo»  and 

Particulars  and 

Sesults  of  any  Com- 

Planiatbo. 

^2 

S 

Absentees'  Names. 

Kumber  of  Days 

last  Report: 

general  State  of  their 

plaints  preferred  in 

1 

Absent. 

Names  and 

Health  duriuz  past 

course  of  the  past 

1 

1 

DitM. 

Month? 

Himth. 

Belle  Vue  .     . 

56 

2 

•  • 

Jowhyessing, 
on  leave. 

Since  June  1th, 
1839. 
1841. 

None 

19.  General  state 
of  health  good. 

lione. 

Wales  •     .     • 

49 

2 

3 

Puckerow  • 
Narrain    •     • 
Sunker     .      . 
Buldee      .     . 
Kudabux  .     . 

August  1  •     • 

•  • 
September  1  . 

,,       23  . 

,,       30  . 

None 

14.  General  state 
of  health  good. 

None. 

Vriedestein .     . 

22 

•  • 

•  • 

Supram    •     • 

.,        I  • 

None 

6.  General  state 
of  health  good. 

None. 

Waterloo    .      . 

40 

•• 

•• 

Ramjun    .     . 

56 

None      • 

8.  With  intennit- 
tant  fever. 

None. 

Anna  Regina    • 

41 

3 

6 

•  • 

•  • 

None 

8.  A  good  deal 
of    fever    last 

One  complaint  was 
preferxed   by  a 
CooHe  last  month 

month. 

against    ancrther 

Coolie  for  an  as- 

' 

sault,  which  was 

amicably     ar- 

ranged. 

Highbury    .     . 

92 

7 

10 

None  .     .     • 

None  .     .     • 

* 

None      • 

19.  General  state 
of  health  good. 

None. 

No.  50. 


5. 


(No.  148.)  No.  50. 

Copt  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stani-ey.  * 

]My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  November  5,  184L 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  fonvarding  to  your  Lordship  copy  of  a  letter  received 
from  Mr.  Ouseley,  the  Emigration  Agent  for  British  Guiana  at  Rio  Janeiro,  noti- 
fying the  embarkation  on  board  the  barque  Lady  Rowena,  at  that  port,  of  a  portion 
of  the  number  of  Africans  captured  by  Her  Majesty's  brig  Acorn. 

These  Africans  arrived  safely  on  the  29th  ultimo,  after  a  passage  of  25  days, 
without  any  casualty. 

Mr.  Ouseley's  letter  mentions  that  308  Africans  were  placed  at  his  disposal  for 
transport  to  British  Guiana,  but  only  299  were  eventually  embarked  on  Jioard  the 
Lady  Rowena,  nine  of  the  number  having  having  been  again  transferred  to  the 
receiving  ship  Crescent,  at  Ri©,  as  appears  from  the  document  hereto  annexed, 
marked  2. 

These  people  were  distributed  according  to  the  tenor  of  minutes  herewith 
annexed,  marked  3  and  4,  and  addressed  respectively  to  the  Emigration  Committee 
of  th^  Court  of  Policy,  and  to  the  acting  Agent-General  of  Immigration. 

I  also  forward  copy  of  the  acting  Agent-General's  report. 

It  was  absolutely  necessary,  for  the  interest  of  the  Africans,  that  I  should  make  a 
selection  of  estates  on  which  to  locate  them,  as  their  ignorance  precluded  them 
fi"om  exercising  any  competent  judgment  on  the  subject,  and  their  mistrus't  might 
have  rendered  them  discontented  with  any  lesser  interference  of  lesser  authority 
than  that  of  the  Governor.  , 

As  an  instance  of  this  feeling,  I  may  mention  that  at  plantation  Vried-cn-hoop, 
they  would  not  accept  even  of  a  draught  of  water  from  the  hands  of  the  Creoles  of 
the  estate,  unless  it  were  first  tasted  in  their  presence.  Whatever  was  proffered 
by  a  white  man  they  freely  accepted. 

They  are,  and  will  continue  unindentured,  and,  consequently,  should  they  at  any 
time  hereafter  desire  to  change  their  employer,  they  will  be  at  liberty  to  do  so ; 
meanwhile  I  have  selected  employers  lor  tiiem,  in  whose  justice  and  benevolence 
I  thought  myself  justified  in  confiding,  and  on  whose  estates  suitable  accommoda- 
tion would  be  found. 

Special  periodical  reports  will  be  required  from  the  stipendiary  magistrates  of 
the  districts  in  which  they  are  located,  of  their  state  and  condition. 

That  passage  of  the  acting  Agent-General's  report  in  which  he  mentions  the  un- 
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necessary  and  improper  interfei-enee  of  the  Honourable  Peter  Rose,  proprietor  of  British  guiana. 
Plantation  Lima,  illustrates  the  jealous  eagerness  with  whidi  the  location  of  labour^» 
is  watched. 

I  am  not  aware  there  was  any  difference  in  the  mode  of  distribution  adopted 
in  regard  to  the  Africans  on  board  the  Lady  Rowena,  and  that  observed  in  the 
previous  case  of  the  immigrants  from  Sierra  Leone.  Of  these  some  were  allotted 
to  Mr.  Rose,  in  the  case  of  the  Lady  Rowena  none  were  aUotted  to  him. 

I  trust  my  future  accounts  of  these  labourers  will  be  of  a  satisfactory  nature* 

I  have,  fee, 
(Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley, 
&c        &c.        fee. 


Enclosure  in  No.  50. 

No.  1. 

Sir,  British  Legation,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  October  1,  1841. 

SoMB  weeks  ago  Her  Majesty*s  brig  of  war  Acorn  captured  and  sent  into  this  harbour     «    .  .    jr    ^^ 
the  Portuguese  briff  the  Anna,  with  about  465  negroes  on  board 

Immediately  on  her  arrival  at  this  port  I  addressed  the  letter,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  enclose,  to  Her  Majesty's  Envoy  at  this  court,  requesting,  as  Agent  for  British 
Guiana,  to  be  informed  whether  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  those  negroes  could  be  placed  at  No.  1. 

my  disposal  for  transmission  to  Demerara.  Not  necessary  to  be 

It  was  then  decided  that  about  one-third  (150)  of  the  Africans  taken  in  the  Anna,  should  sent.— H.  L, 

be  sent  in  that  vessel  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  for  trial ;  and  the  remainder,  308  in  number, 
should  be  made  over  to  me  for  a  passage  to  Demerara. 

I  therefore  lost  no  time  in  seeking  for  a  suitable  vessel  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  them  to 
British  Guiana  at  as  low  a  rate  as  one  of  a  proper  size,  duly  considering  the  health  and  com- 
fort of  the  passengers  she  was  to  conrey,  could  possibly  be  obtained ;  and  ultimately  secured 
one,  on  the  part  of  that  colony,  at  the  terms  contained  in  the  charter  party  which  I  now  Nq.  2, 

have  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Excellency,  and  which  I  trust  will  meet  with  your  "^ 

approbation. 

It  was  agreed  between  the  master  of  the  British  bark  the  Lady  Rowena,  William  Astley 
Clayton,  and  myself,  as  agent  for  the  colony  of  British  Guiana,  that  the  sum  of  nine  hundred 
pounds  sterling  (£900),  would  be  paid  him  for  the  use  of  his  vessel ;  one  half  of  the  above 
sum,  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  sterling  (£450),  to  be  paid  here,  in  a  billon  Messrs.  Hall, 
M'Garel  and  Company,  of  London,  before  his  departure,  which  bill  I  have  accordingly  drawn,  . 
dated  Rio  de  Janeiro,  30th  September,  1811,  at  60  dajrs  sight,  advising  Messrs.  Hall  and 
Company  thereof;  and  the  reminder  (£450)  to  be  paid  him  by  yoiur  Excellency  on  his  arrival 
at  Demerara. 

The  necessary  stores  and  fittings  were,  of  course,  to  be  found  at  the  expense  of  the  charterers^ 
for  the  account  thereof,  vide  my  Despatch  No.  6,  of  this  date.  It  was  further  agreed  that  he 
was  to  receive  twenty  pounds  sterling  (£20)  at  Demerara  for  the  passage  of  the  medical  man 
in  charge  of  the  Africans. 

The  formal  recognition  by  the  Brazilian  Gov^nment  of  the  barque  the  Lady  Bowena  as 
a  British  transport  being  necessary  to  secure  that  vessel  from  interruption  or  annoyance  on  the 
part  of  the  subaltern  authorities  here,  I  requested  Mr.  Hamilton,  Her  Majesty's  Minister,  to 
apply  for  it,  and  ultimately,  throv^  his  intervention,  it  was  obtained. 

before  engaging  this  vessel,  I  appUed  to  the  Admiral  Commander-in-Chief  on  this  station, 
for  a  survey  to  be  held  on  her,  to  ascertain  her  fitness  for  the  required  service,  and  herewith 
transmit  the  report  of  the  survey  held  at  my  request.  No.  3. 

Being  enjoined  by  my  Instructions  if  possible  to  engage  a  medical  man  in  the  event  of 
having  to  send  Africans  to  Demerara,  to  proceed  thither  in  charge  of  them,  I  caused  inquiries 
to  be  made,  and  not  without  much  difficulty  succeeded  in  engaging  the  services  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Goodburne.  Although  Mr.  Goodbume  has  no  diploma  as  a  doctor,  he  is  said  to  have  had 
much  experience  and  knowledge,  particularly  in  the  diseases  to  which  Africans  are  most  liable. 
The  terms  of  the  arrangement  concluded  with  that  gentleman,  to  which  I  request  your  Excel- 
lency's acquiescence,  are  stated  in  the  inclosed  document.     You  will  perceive  that  I  have  ^^  4^ 

a^eed  to  his  receiving  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  sterling  (£50)  as  a  fee,  and  the  payment  of  * 

his  necessary  expenses  while  at  Demerara,  until  a  passage  can  be  found  him  to  Rio,  also  at 
the  expense  of  the  colony,  ekher  directly  or  via  Para,  by  the  monthly  steamer  to  Rio,  as  most 
convenient  to  your  Excellency. 

I  consider  it  very  fortunate  that  I  have  been  enabled,  on  this  occasion,  to  engage  Mr.  Crood- 
bum's  services  for  die  present  voyage.  It  would  generally  be  very  difficult,  if  not  quite  im- 
possible, to  find  any  one  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  willing  to  undertake  a  similar  service,  except  at  a 
very  considerable  expense  to  the  colony. 

I  therefore  think  it  my  duty  to  submit  to  your  Excellency  the  expediency  of  making  some 
permanent  arrangement  with  a  medical  man  at  Demerara  to  accompany  any  vessels  which  it 
may  be  intended  in  future  to  send  hither  fior  liberated  Africans ;  inasmuch  as  it  is  by  no  means 
certain  that  medical  assistance,  an  object  of  high  importance  in  these  cases,  could  at  times  be 
obtained  here  at  any  terms,  except^  perhaps,  accidentally,  as  in  the  present  instance. 

Q2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


116  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

BftrriSH  GUIANA       Although  the  Arricans,  when  captured  in  the  Anna,  were^  many  of  them,  in  a  bad  state  of 
•"""  health,  several  having  died  since  they  were  taken,  they  are  now  quite  free  from  any  contagious 

diseases,  and  so  much  recovered,  owing  to  the  care  they  have  met  with  on  board  Her  Majesty's 
receiving-ship  Crescent,  where  they  have  remained  six  weeks,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
medical  men  on  board  that  ship,  they  are  quite  well  enough  for  removal^  some  being  likely  to 
derive  benefit  from  the  change. 

I  trust  the  Africans  now  sent  may  reach  their  destination  in  health  and  safety,  every  possible 

Erecaution  having  been  taken  here  to  secure  that  object,  and  that  the  arrangements  which  I 
ave  thought  it  my  duty  to  make  on  this  occasion  may  be  approved  of  by  your  Excellency. 
I  have  to  apologize  for  the  length  at  which  I  have  troubled  you  ;  but  I  thought  it  right, 
being  the  first  occasion  of  sending  a  large  number  of  Africans  to  Demerara,  to  mention  some 
ofthe  details  of  the  duties  required  in  this  branch  of  the  service.  In  future  I  shall  limit 
myself  to  a  mere  statement  of  the  expenses  incurred,  without  further  troubling  your  Excellen(r)r 
with  details  than  circumstances  may  absolutely  require,  unless  otherwise  instructed. 

I  have»  &c. 
His  Excellency  Henry  Light,  Esq.,  (Signed)  H.  C.  Ouseley, 

&c.  &c.  &c.  Agent  for  British  Guiana. 

(Tme  Copy.) 
H.  E.  P.  Young,  Government  Secretary, 

No.  2. 

Received  from  Mr.  W.  A.  Clayton,  master  of  the  ship  Lady  Rowena,  the  undermentioned 
negroes,  having  been  reported  as  unfit  (by  Mr.Syme,  surgeon)  for  the  passage  to  Demerara, 
vir.->— 

Man     ••••••»     1 

Woman 1 

Boys 4 

Girls 3 

Total    ...     9 

Dated  at  Rio  Janeiro,  on  board  the  Crescent,  this  3rd  day  of  October,  1841. 

(Signed)  M.  DpNELLAN,  lieutenant  apd  CommHiijii^n 


No.  3. 
Mebiorakdum  for  Mr.  Sout)iey,  Acting  Emigration  Agent. 
One-third  of  the  Africahd  on  board  the  Lady  Rowena  to  be  sent  in  equal  numbers  to  the 
estates  of  the  following  persons  : — 

Abraham  Garnett,  Esqi,  Cumin^s  Lodge,  East  Sea-coast  of  Demerara. 
Sir  Michael  M'Turk,  ditto  ditto  ditto. 

Alexander  Glen,  Esq.,  ditto  ditto  ditto. 

Geopge  Robertson, .  ditto  ditto  ditto. 

Thomas  C.Bagpt,  River  Demerara. 

One^^rd  to  Esaequibo^  vie.  i^^ 

Plantation  Hoff  >'an  Aurich,  Sea-coast,  Essequibo. 
„         Richmond,  ditto        ditto. 

„        Reliance,  ditto        ditto. 

„         Bathsheba's  Lust,      ditto        ditto. 
„         Huist  Dieren,  Mouth  of  River  Essequibo. 

One-third  to  be  despatched  either  in  the  steamer  or  by  a  ^ling-vessel  to  Berbice,  to  the 
care  of  Sheriff  Whinfield  and  Mr.  Lowenfeld,  emigration  agents,  who  will  be  directed  to  charge 
to  the  estates  on  which  the  Africans  are  located  the  expenses  of  their  transport  from  Demerara 
to  Berbice  in  rateable  proportion. 

Mr.  Southey  will  accordingly  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  above  purpose, 
apprising  the  agents  of  the  estates  in  Demerara  and  Essequibo  of  the  numbers  allotted  to 
them. 

Mr.  Southey  will  have  most  scrupulous  regard  to  family  connexions,  and  as  far  as  niay  be 
to  equality  of  sexes.  The  women  and  men  requiring  clothing  are  to  have  a  small  supply  for 
immediate  use. 

Mr.  Southey  will  make  a  detailed  report  on  this  subject.    ^ 
October  30,  184L  (Signed)  Henry  Light. 

(True  Copy.) 
H.  E.  F.  YouNO,  Government  Secretary. 

N.B.— Sir  Michael  M*Turk,  Mr.  Glen,  and  Mr.  Robertson,  declined  receiving  the  captured 
Africans,  not  requiring  their  services,  and  the  distribution  was  made  in  terms  of  Mr.  Southey's 
letter,  with  the  consent  of  the  governor. 

(Signed)  H.  E.  F.  youNO,  Government  Secretary. 
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the  examination  of  the  accounts;  acquaint  them  that»  as  many  of  the  Africans^  especially  the  BRITISH  GOIANA 

women>  are  represented  to  roe  as  requiring  clothing,  1  have  instructed  the  Emigration  Agent  * 

to  cause  a  deoe&it  suit  of  okthes  to  be  given  to  each  person  absolutely  requiring  it ;  and  that 
due  regard  being  had  to  family  ties,  one-third  of  the  entire  number  will  be  sent  to  each  of  the 
counties  of  British  Guiana  according  to  a  list  which  is  now  in  course  of  preparation.*'  . 

October  30,  1841.  (Signed)  Henrt  Light. 

(True  Copy.) 
li.  E.  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary. 


No. 


Sir, 


Office  of  Agent-Greneral  for  Immigration, 
Demerara,  November  1,  1841. 


In  compliance  with  his  Excellency  the  Governor's  instructions,  I  have  now  the  honour 
to  forward  you  a  Return  of  the  number,  sexes,  apparent  ages,  the  tribe  or  African  name,  the 
location^  the  state  of  health,  and  other  particulars  regarding  the  captured  Africans  arrived  in 
the  Lady  Rowena  on  the  29th  October,  the  recapitulation  of  the  distribution  of  which  is  as 
follows,  forwarded  by  schooner  Cree  to  the  care  of  Mr^  Sheriff  Whinfield,  and  G.  G.  Lowenfeld, 
Esq.,  Immigration  Agent,  October  31,  1841. 


Adults. 

Under  14  Years. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

HalM. 

Females. 

llalM. 

Feamlei. 

Grand  TotaL 

County  of  Berbice 

25 

6 

7 

5 

6 

11 

6 
15 

5 
10 

3 

24 

7 

5 
5 

4 
6 

6 

8 
10 

1 

•  . 

34 

S 

4 
4 

2 

2 
5 

3 

1 

17 

2 

4 
5 
3 

•  • 

.8 

• . 

1 

5 
1 

59 

11 

11 
9' 
14 
13 

6 

n 

10 

13 

4 

41 

9 

9 

10 

1 

6 

14 
8 

11 
6 
1 

100 

County  of  Essequibo : 
Plantation  Hoff  Van  Au- 
ricle. 
Plantation  Richmond.      . 
Plantation  Reliance    • 
Plantation  Bath^heba's  Lust 
Plantation  tt\i\zi  Dieren  . 

20 

20 
19 
21 
19 

County  of  Demerara : 
Plantation  Curaings  Lodg^ 
Plantation  Vried  en  Hoop 
PlADtation  Peter's  Hall    . 
Plantation  Success     .      . 
With  Thomas  Forrester, 

Esq.. 
In  the  Colonial  Hospital . 

20 
25 
21 
19 
5 

4 

3 

r 

2 

1 

6 

4 

10 
100 

Total    299 

With  the  exception  of  one  case  of  fever,  and  ten  cases  of  ulcerated  sores,  the  Africans  all 
appeared  to  enjoy  excellent  health,  and  to  be  extremdy  comfortable  and  happy;  no  death 
occtirred  during  the  passage  from  Rio  to  this  port,  and  the  only  serious  case  on  board  was 
that  of  a  female,  now  in  the  colonial  hospital,  who  had  undergone  an  operation  m  the  groin  at 
Hio,  and  when  sent  on  board  the  Lady  Rowena,  was,  with  many  others^  from  neglect  of  their 
ulcers,  in  a  very  precarious  state;  these,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Groodbume,  the  medical 
attendant  in  charge,  were  rapidly  improving,  and  I  have  much  pleasure  in  mentioning  the 
ample  proof  whidi  the  Africans  have  afforded  me  of  the  kindness  and  attention  of  this  gentle- 
man to  them  during  the  voyage.  As  regards  the  orthography  of  the  native  or  African  name, 
I  have  merely  been  enabled  to  put  this  down  in  the  way  that  seemed  to  me  best  to  convey  the 
prouMnciation  as  given  me  by  the  interpreter. 

This  was  a  young  African,  Antonio,  one  of  the  number,  who  spoke  Portuguese. 

I  bave  thus  been  enabled  to  communicate  the  Governor's  wishes,  and  collect  the  very  few 
families  or  relationship  which  I  could  perceive  to  exist  between  these  people. 

With  Mr.  Groodbume,  I  am,  however,  fully  satisfied  that  not  only  have  no  relations  been 
separated  in  the  distribution,  but  that  whenever  a  wish  has  been  entertained,  in  consequence 
of  recent  companionship,  that  these  should  not  be  separated,  it  has  in  every  case  been  complied 
with,  and  the  happiness  and  aladity  with  which  the  different  parties  have  proceeded  to  their 
locations,  has  made  me  confident  that  my  scrupulous  regard  in  this  respect  has  been  entirely 
successful. 

At  the  commencement  of  my  examination,  bein^  anxious  to  furnish  some  fiirther  proof  of 
their  identity  than,  in  many  instances,  the  unintelhgible  name,  and  the  mere  number,  stamped 
on  tin,  and  suspended  round  the  neck,  would  afford,  I  made  a  memoranduni  of  any  particular 
marks  or  appearances;  but  finding  that  so  great  a  number  were  tattooed  in  precisely  the  same 
manner,  I  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  continue  these  remarks. 

In  compliance  with  my  instructions,  I  have  furnished  each  African  with  such  common  articles 
for  clothing  as  was  absolutely  requisite  for  their  inunediate  use,  upon  as  rea^nable  terms  as 
was  possible. 

To  prevent,  confnsion  on  board,  and  to  enable  me  the  more  readily  to  carry  into  effect  his 
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BKUrara  GUIAXA  Excell^cy*s  mstnictions  re^^arding  dieir  distribtition^  I  placed  the  Lady  Bowcftia,  on  her  arrival, 

"■*"  under  quarantine,  and  as  the  different  parties  were  ready  to  proceed  to  their  locations,  I  availed 

myself  of  the  authority  which  I  conceive  is  granted  me  as  superintendent  of  quarantine  by  Iha 

Quarantine  Ontinance,  of  allowing  sudi  proprietors  or  agents  only  to  whom  these  people  wen 

allotted,  to  come  alongside  with  their  vessels,  in  order  to  receive  their  number. 

I  deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  mention  in  this  place,  that,  although  I  was  most  fully  satisfied 
of  the  Governors  undoubted  authority  to  allot  these  people  to  such  estates  as  his  Excellency 
thought  fit,  yet,  conceiving  myself  to  be  in  many  respects  under  the  direction,  and  actinc^  with, 
the  Committee  for  Immigration,  I  have  felt  myself  to  be  peculiarly  circumstanced  on  this  occa- 
sion, in  consequence  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Rose  officially  informing  me,  alongside  the  vessel,  that  the 
course  of  procedure  which  I  was  adopting  was  illegal,  and  that  I  was  making  myself  responsible 
for  any  expenses  incurred  in  the  clothing  or  transshipment,  &c.,  of  the  Africans. 

Several  persons  also  demanded  access  to  these  people,  observing  that,  under  the  Immigration 
Ordinance  referred  to,  if  the  Africans  were  willing  to  be  employed  by  them,  the  Governor  had 
hot  authority  to  prohibit  them  from  doing  so. 

In  reply,  I  did  not  fail  to  point  out  the  distinct  and  very  great  difference  in  the  situation  of 
the  present  captured  Africans,  and  immigrants  arriving  in  the  ordinary  way.  I  have  ihvm 
experienced  some  difficulty  in  carrying  into  effect  his  Excellency's  instructions  regarding  the 
distribution,  which,  however,  was  completed  this  morning  as  nearly  as  was  practicable  in 
accordance  thereto,  and  to  the  best  of  my  judgment. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Hon.  H.  E.  P.  Young,  (Signed)  Herbert  C.  Southey, 

Government  Secretary.  Acting  Agent-General  for  Immigration. 

(True  Copy.) 
H.  E.  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary. 


No.  52, 


(No.  40.)  No.  51. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Stanley  to  Governor  Light. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  January  1, 1842. 

No.  51^  I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  and  its  enclosures.  No.  148,  of  the  5th 

November,  reporting  the   arrival  at  British  Guiana,  of  299  liberated  Africans  from 
«  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

I  observe  with  satisfaction  the  precautions  which  were  taken  for  ensuring  the 
health  and  comfort  of  the  Africans  in  their  passage  from  Rio,  and  I  approve  of  the 
arrangements  sanctioned  by  yourself  for  their  location  in  the  colony. 

I  have,  &c,. 

Governor  Light,  (Signed)  STANLEY. 

&C'         &c. 

(No.  149.)  No.  62. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley. 
My  Lord,  Governmait  House^  Demerara,  November  8,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honoiu*  to  forward  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  received  from  the  consul 
at  the  Havannah,  requiring  information  to  enable  him  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of 
sending  captured  Africans  to  this  colony. 

My  answer  to  that  functionary  merely  encloses  the  memorandum  from  the  Emi- 
gratbn  Committee,  which  for  the  present  I  have  allowed  to  exist,  pointing  out  what 
Advantages  are  offered  by  this  colony*— of  this  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  copy. 

I  believe  no  colony  has  acted  so  liberally  as  this,  to  secure  a  supply  of  emigrants, 
and  I  trust  Mr.  TurnbuU  will  see  that  he  may  safely  transfer  to  tms  Colony  what- 
ever portion  of  the  captured  Africans  may  be  at  his  disposal. 

I  have  £cc 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley.  (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  52. 
End.  in  No.  62.     Sir,  Her  Majesty's  Consulate,  Havana,  September  4,  1841. 

From  the  Despatch  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a 
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subject :  and  I  need  hardly  say  that  I  put  tfaem  on  the  supposition,  sine  qua  non,  of  such  an  B&ITI9B  OyiAK^ 
addition  to  your  labouring  population  being  regarded  as  desirable  in  the  colony  under  your  ^^"^ 

Excellency's  government  Assuming  this  to  be  the  case  from  what  has  been  stated  by  Lord 
John  Russell,  in  the  enclosed  despatch,  I  proceed  to  observe  that  according  to  my  under- 
standing of  the  duties  assigned  to  me  in  this  matter,  I  ought  to  be  guided  in  the  choice  of  a 
colony  to  which  to  remove  these  unfortunate  persons,  by  three  general  considerations ;  and 
these  pretty  nearly  in  the  following  order : — 

I.  The  greatest  good  to  the  liberated  Africans  themselves ;  and  this  will  necessarily 
embrace  the  more  general  interests  of  civilization  and  humanity. 

II.  The  greatest  capability  on  the  part  of  the  colony  selected,  of'  deriving  immediate 
benefit  from  such  an  acces^on  to  its  labouring  population. 

III.  The  greatest  economy  to  the  mother  country. 

Under  the  first  of  these  heads  it  appears  to  me  that  the  most  urgent  want  of  a  cargo  of 
Afiricans  on  landing  in  any  colony  from  the  slaver,  or  the  transport  in  which  they  are  brought^ 
is  sufficient  hospital  accommodation.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  therefore  the  number  of  beds 
disposable  for  such  purpose  on  the  average  of  the  year,  and  their  loca^ty  with  reference  to  the 
port  where  the  Africans  ought  to  be  landed. 

The  mere  existence  of  an  adequate  demand  for  labotir  as  measured  by  the  ordinary  market 
rate  of  wages,  may  possibly  be  sufficient  to  prove  the  presence  of  all  the  other  desiderata  which 
the  first  of  these  general  considerations  supposes.  I  desire  therefore  to  know  the  average  rate 
of  wages  for  field  labour  throughout  the  year ;  whether  that  rate  be  exclusive  of  rent,  and 
what  is  the  ordinary  rent  of  an  agricultual  labourer's  cottage,  with  half  an  acre  of  garden 
ground  attached. 

I  beg  to  be  informed  also  whether  field  labour  is  usually  paid  by  the  day  or  the  piece  ;  and 
if  both  ways,  as  near  as  may  be,  in  what  proportions.  If  by  the  day,  how  many  hours  go  to  a 
day's  work,  in  crop  and  out  of  crop  respectively,  If  by  the  piece,  then  I  beg  to  be  &voured 
with  a  table  or  tariff  of  the  customary  rates,  and  an  estimate  of  the  earnings  of  a  labourer  of 
ordinary  industry. 

I  desire  also  to  know  what  means  are  provided  at  the  public  expense  for  the  moral,  religious, 
and  intellectual  improvement  of  the  labouring  classes. 

Under  the  second  general  head  of  inquiry,  I  venture  to  hope  that  your  Excellency  will  be 
good  enough  to  mention  such  grounds  of  preference  as  may  present  themselves  in  fiivour  of 
the  colony  under  your  Excellency's  government. 

And  finally,  if  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  serve  as  a  test  of  the  validity,  and  a/  measure  of 
the  value  of  the  other  grounds  of  selection,  I  take  the  liberty  of  inquiring  whether  the  colonial 
treasury  will  uiyiertake  tor relieve  Her  Majesty's  Government  of  .the  whole  charge  of  main- 
taining the  liberated  Africans  from  the  date  of  the  decree  of  emancipation  by  the  Mixed 
Commission  ;  together  with  the  expense  of  their  removal  to  the  colony  under  your  Excellency's 
government ;  anof  if  not  the  whole,  then  what  proportion  of  that  expense. 

My  object  in  making  these  inquiries  is  doubtless  sufficiently  apparent.  Convinced  that  the 
sugar  colonies  of  Great  Britain  are  destined  to  derive  a  large  accession  to  their  labouring 
population  from  those  countries  where  slavery  shall  be  longest  maintained,  I  am  desirous,  in 
so  far  as  my  duties  are  concerned,  to  establish  a  competition  for  the  boon  at  my  disposad,  and 
to  give  it  to  such  of  our  colonies  as  shall  agree  first  of  all  to  offer  the  best  terms  to  the  unfor- 
tunate victims  of  the  slave  trade,  and  afterwards,  cceteris  paribus,  to  those  who  are  themselves 
to  derive  the  greatest  advantage  from  it,  or  who  are  ready  to  relieve  the  Government  of  the 
largest  share  of  the  expense. 

For  my  farther  guidance  in  this  matter,  I  pray  your  Excellency  to  supply  me  with  copies 
of  all  such  coloniad  laws  and  regulations  as  in  any  way  affect  the  condition  of  the  humbler 
classes  of  society.  '  - 

I  have,  &c.. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  British  Guiana,  (Signed)  D.  Turnboll, 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


I^r,  Gtvemmept  Secretary's  Office^  Demerara,  October  27^  1841, 

I  AM  desired  by  his  Excellency,  Governor  Light,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  4th  ultimo,  and  to  forward  for  your  information  a  report  received  from  the  Immi- 
gration Committee  of  the  legislature  of  this  province^  containing,  as  his  Excellency  hopes  you 
will  consider  them,  satisfactory  replies  to  the  queries  which  you  have  proposed.  Enclosed 
you  will  also  receive  copies  of  various  laws  affecting  the  humbler  classes  of  society  in  this 
country ;  the  relation  of  employer  and  employed  is  under  the  special  and  exclusive  jurisdiction 
of  stipendiary  magistrates  appointed  by  the  Crown,  and  for  whom  permanent  provision  has 
been  made  for  the  next  seven  years. 

The  inferior  criminal  courts  are  presided  over  by  a  sheriff  appointed  by  the  Crown  and  are  com* 
posed  of  the  general  magistracy  of  the  colony,  in  whose  commission  the  stipendiaries  are  in- 
cluded. 

Indeed,  by  far  the  greatest  portion  of  the  magisterial  business  of  the  colony  is  practically 
performed  by  paid  seiTants  of  the  Government. 

His  Excellency  desires  me  to  assure  you,  that  in  his  opinion  the  welfare  of  the  labourer  (in 
the  most  extended  sense  of  the  word  welfare)  is  perhaps  better  secured  in  British  Guiana  than 
in  any  other  part  of  thA  West  Indies. 

I  have,  &c.; 
D.  TumbuH,  Esq.,  (Signed)  H.  E.  P.  Young,  Qovermnent  Secretarr. 

&c.        &c. 
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BRITISH  GUIANA  COMMITTEE  fqr  IHJUGpATION.         ,.  \ 

,    .  ^  .     .  ,   Comnuttee  Cumbers,  Public  BuiUings^  Creorgetown^ 

*    '  Demerara,  October  25,  1841.    ;  ;  % 

Tbr  In^migra^ioi)  Com^iit^  havf^  th^  honaui*  ^  acknpwled^^,  the  rep?ipt  ibom  his  Excel- 
lency tne  poyernor  of  a  Despatch  ftom  Her  Majesty's  Consulate  at^Hayai^^,  with  cprUj^ 
qtieries  therein  relative  to  the  clisppsal  of  lif^rated  -^fripans,  and  the  pipspecli  of  their  adraur 
tageous  employment  and  location  in  British  Guiaila ;  under  teply  the  Committee  have  the 
lumour  to  pepoH.*    *   /  .  ,    "  •        ;  ;    '     .  .in-  »  r 

No.  1.  That  the  fertility  of  the  soil  of  British  Guiana,  and  the  extent  of  land  on  the  estates^ 
already  possessing  buildings]  and-  machinery,  insure  to  labourers  constant  employment  at  rates 
of  wag«^  bpyqpd,  wh^t  Jf  ^  favoured  colo^es  could  aflFord  to  pay  ;  consequently,  as  regards 
remuneration  for  labour,  British  Guiana  may  be  viewed  as  aj^ordipg  ^eigr^tat|pft|)t(>sp0(^,0f 
benefit  to  the  immigrant.  British  Guiana  presents  other  advantages,  araoijgst  which  the 
following  may  be  enumerated. 

Religious  instruction  administered  at  57  places  of  public  worship.     Each  parish  has  at  least 
two  parochial  schools  under  the  superintendence  of  the  minister.     Each  missionary  has  a  school 
attached  to  his  domicile,  and  nearly  all  the  principal,  plantktions  in  the  colony,  if  at  a  distance 
from  the  schools,  maintain  a  school  br  the  instrudipn  ^of  tI;ieii[,labo>u^rs*^  qhiji^re^:  ^^ 
"'  ejtpense.  '    ,    ^    ,  .  "  '    >"      *,'■:'"     ,  '  ..        ..  *  '■ 

Ah  an^al  grant  has  been  made  by  the  colony  in  aid  of  the  education  of  children  of  the 
labouring  population  in  the  rural  districts,  amounting  to  13,333  dollars.  \ ,  '     \  \ 

Noi  2i  Tbegweat  clfpabiiity' of  tbfe  coloity  to  derive- itrimediate  benefit  from  an  accession  io 
its  labouring  population,  arises  frona  the  grdeit  nutttbet '  ^  estates  already  settled,  affording 
employment  for  additional  labourers,  with  the  concomitant  advantages  of  steam  raa^chinery  and 
unirer^l^w^^  .carriage,  together  with  «9(tensite  $tig«rworks^,aiid  numerous  cottages  and  rural 
residencies  n^oe^ly  ereptied  for  the  accoflmmodation  of  labourers  recjuisite  to  drawi  forth  the 
resources,  of  the  ,colonj» 

No;  3.  AU,  expanses  .tpi  the  ipother  country  for  the  maiattenaDee  and  support  of  liberated 
Africans,  would  ^paae  jSropn  the  day  of  their  «mbarkatton  at  the  port  of  adjudicatidn. 

The  mode  of  conveyance  to  British  Guiana  may  be  either  by  chartered  vessels  at  the  rate  qf 
30  do^)^  per  h/ead»  as. stated  in  bis  Excellency  the  GrO]iremor*s  proclamation,  the  vessels 
providing  the  iiittngs  up  ai)d  all  provisMm  for  the  voya^;  or  by  the  eobnial  steamer  to  be 
deggatjcfed  for  .the  purpose  at  stated, periods  to  be  named  by  Her  Majesty's  Consul-General. 

Tl)^  e^peqse  of  the.  several  cargoes  of  liberated  A  frioai|»tO' this  colony  from  Rio  Janeiro  and  ' 
Sierra  Leone,  having  been,  so  defrayed,  and  ample sieiaBB  hate  heea  provided  for  continuing 
further  importafions. 

N^o.  4.  The  colony  of  British  Guiana  has  a  very  large  ettaUsshment  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  capital  toiyn  for  the  reoeption  of  all  immigrantsi  in.  addition  to  which  in  the  town 
itself  a^n  extensive  hospital. is  kept  up  at  the  pub^  expense,  and  in  charge  of  the  colonial ' 
surgeon-general  and  resident  surgeons,  for  reception  of  the  sick.  The  hospitsd  contains  not  less 
than  perhskps  180  beds*  the  same  aceomBoodation  upon  an  adequate  scale  is  provided  undef  the 
ch^e  of  the.  sub-immigrant  agant  at  the  port  of  New  Amsterdam,  in  the  oounty  of  Berbice. 

line  average  rata  of  wages  for  agricultural  labourers  is  about  5-12tbs  of  a  dollar  per  task, 
a  dajy,^^  tfisk  is  understood  to  be  s^ren  hours,  but  is  g^iierally  performed  in  four  to  five  hours 
by  au  industrious  loaa;  any  extra  time  or  labour  is  paid  for  additioaal. 

In  British  Guiana  there  is  no  particular  period  for  crop,  and  the  same  rate  of  wages  applies    ' 
all  the  y/ear  roundr  . 

House-room,  garden  groimd,  medicine,  and  medical  attendance^  hare  hitherto  been  granted 
iree ;  all  other  requisites  are  provided  by  the  labourers  .themselves.  ^  ' 

It  is  the  general  practice  to  fiirnish  the  imaiigrant  labourers  on  estates  with  the  first 'week's    • 
maintenance  freie,  and  then. to  pay  them  their  w&ek's  eamiaffs,  that  they  may  provide  for  them- 
selves by  purchase  from  the  provision  shops,  which  are  established  throughout  all  parts  of  the  ' 
colony.    Steam  vessels  ply  daily  between  the  towns  smd  the  country  districts,  and  upon  the 

freiit  rivers  of  the  colony.  The  towns  and  villages  afford  ready  markets  for  any  superabun- 
ance  of  ground  provisions-  and  stock,  which  the  laborers  have  to  dispose  of  from  the  produce 
of  their  industry  ia  the  hours  they  have  to  spare  after  labouring  on  the  work  of  the  estates  on 
which  they  are.  re^>ectively  located. 

(Signed)  Charlbs  Robinson, 

Peter  Rosb, 
John  Crone, 
(A  true  Copy.)  W-  J.  P.  Bach. 


(No.  154.)  No.  53. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  November  20,  I84L 

No.  63.  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  copy  of  a  petition  addressed  to  me  by  a  con- 

siderable number  of  proprietors  and  others,  containing  a  request  that  I  would  intro- 
duce an  Ordinance,  establishing  the  mutual  protection  of  landlord  and  tenant. 

The  petition  contains  reasons,  in  which  I  coincide,  for  passing  such  an  ordi* 
nance. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFFAIRS  OF  BRITISH  GUIANA.  121 

I  have  directed  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor-general  to  draft  a  bill,  which  will  be  BRrrisH  guiana 
submitted  to  the  Court  of  Policy  in  the  course  of  a  fortnight,  to  which  period  the         • 
Court  at  present'  stands  adjourned. 

I  have  alluded  to  the  probability  of  my  receiving  such  a  petition,  as  that  now 
transmitted,  in  my  Despatch,  No.  85,  date  19th  July,  and  I  nave  no  doubt  that  a 
well  digested  law  of  tenancy  will  be  highly  beneficial  to  all  parties. 

I  have  the  honoiu*  of  transmitting  copy  of  the  reply,  given  by  my  desire,  to  the 
petitioners. 

I  have  Sec 
(Signed)        '    HENRY  LIGHT. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley, 
kc.        kc.        &*c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  53.  . 

To  his  Excellency  Hknrt  Light,  Esquire,  Governor  apd  Commander-in-Chief  in     End  in  No.  53. 
and  over  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana,  Vice  Admiral  and  Ordinary  q(  the  same, 
&c,  8ie.,  &c. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Undersigned  Proprietors,  Managers,  and  others,  interested  in  the 

Agriculture  of  the  Colony. 

Respkctfollt  Showeth, 

That  your  petitioners  having  acquired  nearly  three  years*  experience  of  the  working  of  the 
system  adopted  generally  for  the  management  of  plantations  in  this  colony,  after  the  abolition 
of  the  apprenticeship,  are  firnrily  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  a  radical  error  was  com- 
mitted, m  retaining  the  custom  of  giving  to  agricultural  labourers  their  houses  and  provision 
grounds  rent  free,  which  ought,  for  the  mutual  interest  of  employer  and  labourer,  to  have 
expired  with  the  apprenticesmp. 

That  guided  by  experience,  your  petitioners  are  fully  convinced  that  it  is  most  desirable  to 
render  the  labourer  wholly  independent  of  any  claim  upon  his  employer,  except  for  the  money 
value  of  his  labour ;  and  that  the  sooner  he  is  thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  to  supply  himself 
with  house,  food,  and  all  incidental  expenses,  the  better  it  will  be  for  himself,  his  employer, 
and  the  community  at  large;  and  your  petitioners  are  firmly  convinced  that  a  large  proportion 
of  the  labouring  population,  having  now  arrived  at  a  higher  step  in  the  scale  of  civilisation,  are 
themselves  very  desirous  of  such  an  alteration. 

That  in  order  to  effect  the  proposed  amendoient  with  as  little  derangement  of  plantation 
economy  as  possible,  your  petitioners  contemplate  as  necessary  the  following  preliminary  mea- 
sure, namely,-^ 

That  provision  be  made  by  Ordinance  for  the  mutual  protection  of  landlord  and  tenant, 
enabling  the  former  by  a  summary  and  unexpensive  process,  to  recover  possession  of  his  house 
or  land  from  a  tenant  who  does  not  pay  his  stipulated  rent,  and  securing  the  latter  from  capri- 
cious ejectment  without  reasonable  notice ;  as  tne  basis  of  which  it  is  suggested  that  a  weekly 
tenancy  should  be  terminable  by  either  party  by  a  week's  notice ;  a  monthly  tenancy  by  a 
month's  notice ;  and  a  tenancy  for  any  longer  term  by  a  quarter's  or  a  half  year's  notice ; 
arrears  for  more  than  two  terms  not  to  be  recoverable  by  law ;  the  landlord  having  a  lien, 
however,  on  the  property  on  the  premises  for  his  rent. 

That  your  petitioners  humbly  beg  to  represent,  that  in  suggesting  this  measure,  th^y  antici- 
pate no  inccmvenieDce  to  either  party  affected  by  its  operation ;  it  being  left  entirely  optional 
with  all  to  abide  by  the  present,  or  to  enter  into  arrangements  according  to  the  proposed 
system. 

That  your  petitioners  deeply  impressed  wilh  the  importance  of  the  means  which  they  recom« 
mend  for  the  advancement  of  the  colony,  as  being  equally  beneficial  to  the  employer  and 
labourer ;  viewed  in  relation  to  future  prosperity,  as  w^l  as  to  the  more  immediate  eflfect  in 
restoring  the  amount  of  its  staple  productions,  by  bringing  back  to  their  cultivation  many 
labourers,  who  within  the  last  three  years  have  wnolly  or  partially  withdrawn  themselves  from 
it,  thus  rendering  the  colony  less  dependent  upon  immigration,  the  expenses  of  which  now 
press  so  heavily  upon  the  treasury — 

Humbly  solicit  that  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  take  into  favourable  consideration 
the  premises  herein  recited,  and  at  the  earUest  convenient  occasion,  brine  the  exigency  of  the 
case,  and  the  remedy  proposed  by  your  petitioners  under  the  notice  of  the  Honourable  Court 
of  Policy. 

And  as  in  duty  bound  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray. 

(Signed)         John  Alves.  E.  J.  Troughton,  sen. 

Geo.  Laing.  J<^n  Pearson. 

E.  Hicks.  R,  G.  Butts. 

J.  Chisholm,  jun.  John  Jones. 

James  Laing.  Colin  Simson. 
James  Kirkwood,  by         James  Stuart, 

his  Attorney.  A.  B.  Goring. 

Jomes  Laing.  John  Kilgour. 

Chas.  Matheson.  W.  R.  Sanbach. 

A.  MacRae.  R.  Mackay. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ItJfe 


-PAPERS  UELATIVB  to  tfiTE 


49ltITIBH  GUIANA 


RokCBeete. 
Geo.  Booker, 
J.  N.  Harvey. 
Jaiiies  E.  Roney. 
W.  R  Rcid, 
E.  Bishop, 
C.  Reevers. 

iWvG^Foote. 
John  Beete. 

'  Jame9  Glen. 
J.  H.  Albony. 
Geo.  Robertson.    ' 
Donald  Mackintosh. 
British  Guiana,  June,  1841. 


Pfeter  M.  Watson. 

Geo.  H.  Loxdale. 

S.  H.  Hooln  V^n  Nooten. 

A.  Duff. 

John  Ross. 

D.  Baird,  jun. 

Thomas  Blake. 

Jas.  Paterson. 

Wm.  M'Pherson. 

John  Com.  Schade. 

John  T.  Osborn. 

John  Bamber. 


Sh-, 


Government  Secretary's  Office,  Demerara,  November  18,  1841. 
Haying  submitted  to  the  Governor,  the  petition  which  I  had  yesterday  the  honour  of 
*eceivkirfi»m  you,  signed  by  certain  proprietors,  managers,  and  others  mteres  ed  m  tlie  agn- 
SrKe  Sony,l  am  desired  b?  hb-  Excellency  to  request  that  you  wdl  acquamt  the 
S^n^^t^^^^^  by  ordilnce  which  they'  wi.h  to  see  esU^shed  for  the  mu^^ 

J^Sof  landk>i&  and  tenLt,  will  receive  hi.  Excellency's  early  and  favourable  consi^ 

d^^^^°-  Iam,&c.      • 

(Signed)'  H.  E.  F.  Young, 

W.R.Sandbach,Esq.  Gorernment  Secretary. 

&c.        Sue.        &c. 


N0.S4. 


(No.  155.)  No.  54. 

Copt  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanlet. 
jjy  Lord  Government  House,  Demerara,  November  2a.  184L 

I 'have  the  honour  to  transmit  the  monthly  '^tur^  of  the  stipendiary 
'  magistrates  for  the  month  of  October,  with  summary  by  Mr.  Wolseley. 


The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley, 
•    &c.  &c.  &c. 


I  have,  ke., 
(Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 


End.  in  No.  54. 


Enclosure  in  No.  54. 
Epitome  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates'  Record,  of  Complaints  for  October.  1841. 


Ma^stcgtes. 


No.  of 
Gsses. 


J.  M*Leod  .  . 
A.  van  R.  de  Groot 
W.  J.  Brittain  . 
C.  R.  Whinfield  . 
A.  M.  Lyons 


J.  A.  Allen     . 


Nature  of  Offences. 


How  diipoaed  of. 


.      •      •      • 

1  Complaint  preferred  by  the  fore- 
man of  a  task  gang  against  the 
manager  of  an  estate  for  the  re- 

L    covery  of  wages. 

1  Carpenter  versus  carpenter,  to  ob- 
tain payment  for  work  performed. 
Bricklayer  versus  bricklayer,  to 
obtain  payment  for  work  per- 
formed.     . 

Plantation  labourer  agamst  the 
manager  of  an  estate  for  the  re- 
covery of  wages. 

A  cook  against  his  employer  lor 
an  assank.  .        i  • 

1  Plantation  labourer  against  his 
employer,  to  obtain  payment  of 
wages  alleged  to  be  due. 

1  A  groom  against  his  empliA-er,  for 
havmg  locked  up  his  house,  where- 
by hehad  to  seek  a  ftight^s  lodg- 
ing elsewhae. 

A  female  labourer  against  the 
manager  of  an  estate,  for  threat- 
ening «i  forcibU  ejectment 


Claim  admitted ;  award  accovdingly, 
with  suitable  compensation  for  time 
lost  in  attendjince  before  the  magi- 
strate. 

Ditto. 

Adjusted  out  of  court. 

Complainant's    evidence    diBpravitd; 

the  daim  and  the  case  waa  dii^ 

missed. 
lOi-  *)llar4  awarded  tti  the  complam- 

ant. 
9i  dollars  found  ducr  and  ordered  to 

be  paid. 
Amicably  adjusted. 


C^npiaixtQint  allowed  to  take  down 
hei  house  and  to  dispose  of  the  ma- 
terials. 
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Epitome  of  the  Stipendiary  MagistrAtes*  Recoidft — continued. 


Magbtrates. 


T.Coleman    . 


Geo.  Ball .  . 


C.  H.  Strutt  . 


5.0.  L.  Mure 


D.  McLennan  • 


W.  H.  Ware  .     . 


yi.  J.  Sondiibrd  . 


1L  Heyland, 
(Georgetown  dis- 
ttict.) 


J^RITiaHGUIANA 


No,  of 

CMes. 


12 


61 


Na^re  of  Oifisncei. 


1  Complaint  preferred  by  a  labourer 
against  his  manager,  for  the  re- 
covery of  wages. 

1  Carpenter  versus  carpenter,  for 
the  Teedver;  of  wages. 

1  Manager  of  an  estate  against  a 
labourer,  for  the  wilful  destructk)n 
«f  pore  thavi  100  young  canes. 

1  Manager  of  a  task-gang  against 
contractor  i<at  work  performed  on 
a  public  canal. 

3  Carpenters  v^ftiJ  carpenters,  about 
wages. 

1  Domestic  seirant  versus  her  mis- 
tress, about  wages. 

1  Domestic  servantrem^  his  master, 
about  wages. 

1  Carpenter  versus  carpenter,  about 
"^rages. 

1  Midwife  versus  domestic  servant, 
about  wages. 

1  By  labourer  against  employer,  to 
recover  wages  withheld  for  house- 
rent 

1  By  labourer  against  employer, 
claiming  three  weeks'  wages. 

7  Complaints  preferred  by  labourers 
against  their  employers  for  the  re- 
covery of  wages. 

1  Mani^of  an  estate  against  three 
of  the  crew  of  the  estate's  drogher 
for  deaer^an  and  {[;ettoig  aground. 

I  JflMnig  earpenter  against  master 
carnenter,  for  wages. 

1  Jolming  mason  against  planter,  for 
wages. 

1  Taskgangmanageragainstplanter, 
for  wages. 

1  Subordinate  engineer  versus  his 
principal,  for  wages. 

3  A  washerwoman  and  two  carpen- 
ters against  thehr  emf^oyers,  for 
the  recovery  of  wages. 
Labuuiei  agaimfeeflnplayefviiMr  an 


1  Alleged  ill  usage  of  four  Portu- 
guese labourers  by  an  estate's 
overseer,  and  non-payment  of 
wages. 

55  Master  artificers  and  journey- 
men, about  wages. 

2  Master  artificers  against  appren- 
tices for  absconding. 

1  Approitice  agarast  maater,  to  ob* 
tain  dotbing. 

2,MflBlen  versus  houae  servants,  for 
ne^ectofduty. 

1  Plantation  overseer  against  a  la- 
bourer, for  destruction  of  prc^erty. 


How  disposed  of. 


Complainant  not  appearing  to  prose- 
cute, case  dismissed. 

Time  allowed  for  payment. 

De&ndant  admitted  the  charge,  and 
was  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  five 
dollar^. 

Payment  ordered. 


In  one,  judgment;   others  amicably 

settled. 
Amicably  settled. 

Settled  on  payment  of  the  vaikw  of  a 

lest  spoon. 
Part  pud,  time  alleged  for  the  se^ 

mainder. 
Time  allowed  for  payment 

Amount  claimed  ordered  to  be  paid. 


The  complainant  had  been  forbidden 

to  work,  and  could  but  legally  re* 

cover  one  day's  wages. 
In  five  cases,  judgment  for  the  amounts 

claimed;  two  dismissed  as  ground^ 

lest. 
Sentenced  to  pay  12  dollars  eadi. 

Adjusted. 

Submitted  to  arbitration* 
Settled  extra-judiciaUy. 
Accused  party  not  to  be  found. 

Sums  claimed  ordered  to  be  paid,  with 

compensation  to  each  in  proportion 

totmielen. 
Accused,  to  pay  six  dollars  to  comr 

plaiuant 
Wages  ordaied  to  be  paid,  with  7} 

doUars.to  each  of  the  compkdiianta 

by  way  of  compensation. 

Six  dismissed;   others  variously  ad- 
justed. 
Rqprimanded. 

Clothmg  ordered. 

One  withdrawn;  one  reprimanded. 

Accused  sentenced  to  one  week's  im- 
pnsimment. 


Summary  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates*  Records  of  Complaints  for  the  month  of 

October,  1841. 

Messrs.  M'Leod,  De  Groot,  Brittain,  and  Whinfield  report  that  they  had  no  cases  between 
masters  and  servants,  preferred  before  them  during  the  month  of  October. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Lyops  record  contains  four  cases^  instituted  for  the  recovery  of 
wages ;  the  first  is  a  complaint  preferred  by  the  foreman  of  a  task-gang,  against  the  manager 
of  an  estate,  in  which  the  claim  was  admitted,  and  an  award  made  accordingly^  with  suitable 
compensation  for  the  time  lost  in  attending  before  the  magistrate.  In  the  second  case  which 
was  preferred  by  one  carpenter  against  another,  the  claim  was  likewise  admitted  and  disposed 
.of  in  die  samte  manner ;  the  next  case,  between  two  bricklayers,  was  adjusted  out  of  eourt ;  and 
'm  the  last  case,  wfaicb  was  preferred  by  a  labourer  against  the  manager  of  an  estate^  the  cona- 
plainant^s  own  evidence  disproved  the  claim,  and  the  cage  was  dismissed. 
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BRtriSH  GinA!t4      Mr.  Stlpendiitt^  Justice  AlWs  reeord,  cc^trtatifis  six  ^as^  of  wMeh  4lve  lire  oomptaiiitopit- 
—  ferred  by  plantation  labourers  against  the  managers  of  the  estates  on  iviriob  they  wdre  respec- 

tively employed,  aiid'thts  other  is  a  case  between  two  carpenters,  to  obtain  paymetit  for  work 
alleged  to  ha^e  been  done,  and  for  which,  owing  to  the  want  of  funds,  time  was  allowed  to  the 
defendant.  Of  the  five  catos  pi^tiously  mentioned,  the  first  wai  fer  an  assakilt,  the  eom- 
plainant  being  defendant's  cook,  to  whom  he  (defendant)  had  given  a  sevi^Pe  blowonlhe^Iiead, 
the  case  was  settled  by  the  payment  of  >0|  dollars  to  the  eott^plainant,  fo^'the  assaalt  The 
second  case  originated  in  a  dispute  between  master  and  servant^  the  kfter  having  refused  to' do 
the  work  Required  of  him  and  the  former,  in  consequence,  to  pay  him  the  wages' he  cWmed; 
the  pay<-book  being  produced  the  smn  of  9}  dollars  was  foutid  to  be  -due  tolheeoni|Aaiiiaat» 
-  and  ordered  to  be  paid.  The  third  case  was  a  complaitit  preferred-  by  a  groom  against  his 
master  in  which  it  appeared  that  the  complainant  not  being  in  the  way  wmn  he  Was  wanted, 
his  master  locked  up  hi«f  room,  whereby,  for  one  night,  he  and  his  wife  were  oUiged  tb^  look 
elsewhere  fbr  a  lodging.  This  case  was  amficably  settled,  the  iM^istrate^finding  thai  any 
Other  result  would  have  led  to  the  compkrnsnt*s  dismissal.  Iff  the  fourth  case  the  octti- 
plainant,  a  female  labourer,  represented  as  an  old  sen^nt,  disabled  in  t^e  serviee  of  the' estate, 
charged  her  employer  with  causing  some  articles,  her  property,  to  be  put  out  of  her  house,  and 
giving  orders  that  the  house  should  be  pulled  dowii ;  the  defence  was  that  the  complainant 
insisted  upon  occupying  the  house,  and  refused  to  quit  the  estate;  the  charges  w^re,  however, 
not  proved,  and  the  cose  was  dismissed,  it  being  understood  that  the  tomplainant  would  be 
allowed  to  take  down  the  building  and  dispose  of  the  materials,  she  having  been  chiefly  at  the 
expense  of  erecting  it. 

Note. — As  it  is  not  a  common  occurrence  in  thiis  co!ohy  for  •*  an  old  servant  disabled  in 
service  of  an  estate,"  to  be  turned  off  without  some  good  grounds,  further  explanation 
has  been  called  for  in  reference  to  this  case. 

In  the  next  and  last  case,  which  was  a  claim  for  wages,  the  oomplaioaat  did  not  appear « to 
pro^oute,  and  the  case  was  dismissed. 

Mr.  Stipencfiary  Justice  Coleman's  record  contains  two  cases ;  the  first  is  a  complaint  pre- 
ferred by  the  manager  of  an  estate  against  a  labourer,  charging  him  with  the  wilful  destruc- 
tion of  upwards  of  100  young  canes,  when  weeding  in  the  cane-fiekl,  the  defendant  admitted 
the  charge,  the  eanes  bemg  produced  in  court,  and  was  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  five  dollars. 
The  next  caae  was  proferi^d  by  the  manager  of  a  task*-g&ng,  to  obtain  payment  from  the  con- 
tractor for  work  performed  on  one  of  the  public  canals — ^payment,  ordered* 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  BalFs  irecord  contains  four  cases  for  the  recovery  of  wages,  of  which 
three  are  between  carpenters,  and  the  other  a  complaint  preferred  by  a  domestic  servant  against 
her  mistress  ;  in  the  first  caae  the  defendant  failed  to  appear,  and  judgment  was  given  for  the 
amount  claimed,  with  one  dollar  additional  by  way  of  compensation ;  the  others  were  all 
amicably  adjusted. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Strutt's  record  cont^ns  three  cases  for  the  recovery  of  wages  or 
monies  alleged  to  be  dtye,  all  occurring  in  the  town  of  New  4^ipst<?rdam ;  the  first  was  pre- 
ferred by  a  noi^  servant  against  his  master,  in  which  the  right  to'the  Vaflue  of  a  spoon  lost  by 
the  co^upkunant  was  maintmned  aodi  agreed  jto>  and  the  hakince  of  wages  then  paid.  .  ^he 
next  complaint  was  between  two  carp^ntei*s,  in  which  the  claim  was  admitted,  partly  paid,  and 
time  allowed  to  setde  the  balance.  The  last  complaint  was  preferred  by  a  midwife  against  a 
domestic  servant,  the  hu^and  of  a  person  wl\om  me  complainant  had  attended  iti  her  confhie- 
ment;  want  of  funds  pleaded  in  excuse,  and  a  fortnight  allowed  for  payment. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Mare's*  record  contains  two  oases  of  oomplaints>  pitfenred  by  two 
female  plantation  labourers  against  managers  of  estates  for  the  recovery  of  wages.  In  the  first 
case  it  appeared  that  the  ejpdployer  had  deducted  half  a  dollar  from  the  amount  that  was  due 
to  the  complainant  by  way  of  house  rent  for  tliree  days  that  she  was  absent  from  work ;  the 
employer  maintained  that  he  ^ad  given  due  notice  to  bis  labourers^  that  from  and  aft^r  a  cer- 
tain time  ailready  elapsed,  he  shoukl  charge  two  bitts  for  one-sixth  of  a  dollar)  per  day  house 
rent,  to  evety  labourer,  who,  without  sufficient  cause,  should  be  absent  from  work,  and  at  the 
same  time  in  possession  of  a  cottage  or  lodging  on  the  estate;  there  being  no  sufficient  proof, 
however,  that  this  arrangement  was  understood  and  agreed,  to  by  the  complainfoit*  the  atnount 
deducted  was  ordered  forthwith  to  be  paid,  the  m^^trate  taking  the  oppprt^nitv  of  explain- 
ing to  the  labourers  that  their  employer  might  insist  upon  rent  for  his  hoiises  if  he  thought 
proper  to  do  so^  as  they  might,  if  dissatisfied^  seek  employment  elsewhere.  In  the  second 
case  the  defence  was  to  the  eSect,  that  the  complainant  was  not  hired  to  woric  for  the  estate, 
but  on  the  contrary,  after  having  worked  there  one  day,  was  expressly  told  that  she  would' not 
be  employed ;  she  worked  nevertheless  for  three  weeks,  and  though  entitled  in  equity  to  be  paid, 
the  magistrate  had  no  power  legally  to  award  payment  for  more  than  oiie  day*s  work*  la  most 
-  oases  of  this  kind,  the  magistrate's  eodf^vours  to  bring  about  an  equitable  adjustnient^  seldom 
fail  of  success,  though  in  the  present  instance  th^e  wer^  defeated/  as  it  appears,  from  aQ  in- 
judicious attempt  at  mediation. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  M*Lennan's  record  contains  12  cases,  of  which  seven  were  preferred 
by  plantation  labourers  against  tjieii^  employers  for  the  r^covefy  of  Mages ;  dne  by  the  manager 
of  an  estate  against  three  of  the  crew  of  his  drogher  for  deserting  her,  and  thereby  bausing  the 
vessel  to  get  aground ;  one  by  the  manager  of  a  task-gang  against  a  planter  for  work  performed; 
one  by  a  j«^bing  carpenter  against  a  master  carpenter  for  the  same  otyect ;  another  by  a 
mason  against  the  manager  of  an  estate  for  a  similar  purpose ;  and  the  remaining  case  was 
preferred  .by  a  subordinate  engineer  against  his  principal  for  the  recovery  of  wages  due,  as 
alleged,  as  far  back  as  August,  1840.  Of  the  first  seven  cases  two  were  dismissed  as  ground- 
less; and  in  five  judgment  was  given  for  the  amounts  claimed,  with  suitable  compensation  to 
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tfapcont^Msianlf/orilietiaBtot^  lathe  JVBil'fi^malf^^^ 

•ca^eof  ui» ercur  through  whose  negligence  their  vessel  h«d  got  oa  o^ore,  the.  ^cpused  were  ""^ 

;^seiiten6ed  io.pay  a  lineoC  12  doUars  each  for  the  benefit  of  their  employer;  the  next;  case  w;^ 
settled  extra-judieially ;  of  the  two  following  oases  the  first  was  a^justed^and  the  other  sub- 

•  siiiitted  to  arbitratimi ;  and  in  the  last  case  the  party  accused  was  not  to  be  found. 

>Mp«  SlipettdiiLry  Justice  Ware*s  record  contains  four  cases  of  complaints,  of  which  three  iiirere 
fdi"  the  jrecorerjf  of  linages.  The  first  preferred  by  a  washerwoman  against  an  overseer;  the 
other  twoobyjoutnevnea  oa^rpenters  afeUnst  master  carpenters;  in  all  of  which  tbQ  sums 

.  claimed  were  ^iderea  to  be  pjaid^  with  <compensatioa  to  each  in  proportion  to  the  time  lo9i,\n 
attendii^  at  the  magi6tca(tQ*s  office;  the  Wt case  is  for  an  assault  preferred  by  a  plantation 

'  labourer,  agaiuat,  hi&< employer,  who  admitted  to  have  given  the  complainant  a  blow  with  a 
:  fltick*/  a»d'  was  sentenced  to  pay  to  him  the  sum  of  si:c  dollars. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Sandiford's.  record  contains  one  c^ise,  in  which  four  Portuguese 

,  emigrants  pheferred  a  chaiVge  of  ill-usaffeaad  non-payment  of  wages  against  the  overseer  of 

'  the  estate  on  which  they  were  eoaployeu  as  labourers^  and  for  which  he  was  sentenced  t6  pay 
to  each'  of  the  complainants  seten  and  one-third  dollars  in  addition  to  the  arrears  of  wagfs, 

I  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  the  sum  of  five  dollars.    The  ill-u^age  consi^t^  of  the  com- 

*  pkinantslMkYing  b^  brought  to  town,  landed  on  a  pMbUc  wharf,  and- there  left  at  a  time  when 
-  they  were  suSenng'from  illness^  and  ought  to  bave  been  conducted  to  the  colonial  boapitaL 

.  Mr^  Stipendiary  Justice  Hey  land's  record  for  the  Georgetown  district  contains  61  cases,  of 
which  56twer&  complaints  preferred  for  the  adjustment  of  wages,  principally  between  master 
artificers  and  their  journeymen ;  two  were  preferred  by  master  tradesmen  against  their  appren- 
tice boys  for  absconding ;  one  by  an  apprentice  bqy  against  his  master  for  not  furnishing  him 
'  with  clothing;  two  by  m,asters  against  their  domestic  servants  for  neglect  of  duty ;  and  one, 
the  only  case  not  occurring  within  the  town,  a  complaint  preferred  by  the  overseer  of  an  estate 
against  one  of  the  labourers  for  pulling  down  and  removing  a  kitchen  attached  to  the  cottage 
or  whidi  he  had  t^  ioccvpafacy>  for  cuttii^  dowa  a  lime**tree,  and  digging  up  several  plantain 
and  banana  roots.  It  appeared  in  evidence  that  the  kitchen  was  erected  in  the  time  of  slavery 
at  the  expense  of  the  accused,  and  that  the  trees  had  beea  planted  by  him ;  he  diould,  there- 
fore, have  applied  to  the  magistrate  of  the  district,  by  whom  an  award  would  have  be^i  made 
according  to  the  value  of  the  property,  as  has  been  the  practice  in  cases  of  a  similar  descrip- 
tion. In  consequence  of  having  taken  die  law  into  his  own  hands,  he  was  sentenced  to  one 
week^s  imprisonment  Of  the  cases  previously  adverted  to  in  this  reoord,  six  were  dismissed, 
one  withdrawn,  and  the  others  disposed  of  accorduig  16  the  evidence. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

W,  B.  WOLSELEY, 

CSrcuit  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 

(No.  157,)  No.  65.  ' 

Copy  .of  a  DESPATCH.firom  Goveraor  Light  to  t.oid  Stanley. 

My  Lord,  €k)verEment  House,- Demerara,  22d  November,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  liordsliip  the  special  returns  of  the  Na  65. 

state  of  the  Coolies,  the  qaptured  Africans,  the  emigrants  from  Sierra  Leone,  and 
of  the  Portuguese  esfiigrants  fcoBQ  Madeira^ 

There  have  been  no  fiisualties  amongst  the  Coolies,  and  their  general  health 
continues  good;  that  of  the  Africans  perfect.  One  death  only  has  tnken  pkce 
since  the  first  arrival  of  the  emigrants  from  Sierra  Leone  j  and  one  only  among  the 
captiu-ed  Africans  since  their  discharge  from  the  hospital  at  New  Amsterdam. 

Though  no  return  i3.sent  of  the  last  arrivals  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  by  the  Lady 
Rowena,  I  have  ascertained  that  the  Africans  are  in  perfect  h^alth,  and  have  had 
no  deaths  amongst  those  who  landed  in  good  health. 

The  returns  of  the  Portuguese  emigrants  from  Madeim  present  a  melaacboly 
contrast,  and  prove  beycmd  a  doubt  that,  before  they  can  be  acclimatised,  an  immense 
mortality  and  sickness  must  take  place  amongst  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  copy  of  letter  from  Stipendiary  Magistrate  Allen 
from  the  Arabian  coast,  Kssequibo,  an  extract  from  Mr.  Ball^  and  copies  of  letters 
from  Mn  Stnitt  to  the  Government  Secretary  and  to  the  sheriff  of  Berbice  on  the 
state  of  these  emigrants. 

It  appears,  from  the  general  returns  of  deaths  in  the  three  coanties,  281  bave 
died  since  the  first  arrival  in  February  last  out  of  8,000  and  upwards^  and  even 
this  statement  cannot  include  those  who  have  been  induced  to  give  thfeir  labour  to 
woodcutters  in  the  river  Demei-ara  and  its  tributary  creeks. 

That  many  will  be  acclinmtised  there  is  no  doubt ;  but  I  considered  that  it  was 
neither  advantageous  to  the  colony  to  incur  such  great  oKpens^  nor  aoconding  to 
the  dictates  of  humanity  to  induce  ignorant  people  to  come  to  a  climate  which  must 
be  fetal  to  so  large  a  proportion  of  their  number. 

I,  therefore,  proposed  at  once  to  the  Court  of  Policy  to  stop  the  introduction  of       FtVfe  Minute 
labourers  from  Madeira,  as  soon  as  it  conveniently  cpuld  be  done,  which  was     ^^omp^ny^ng. 


Nol. 

No.  2. 

Ko.3. 

No.  4. 
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DRITISH  GUIANA  agreed  to ;  and  I  "have  accordingly  desired  instmctiohs  to  be  sent  to  the  agent  Jit* 
Madeira  to  discontinue  sending  any  more  after  the  Ist  March  next;  being" the* 
earliest  period,  vid  England,  the  only  cei-tain  conmiunication  with  Madeira,  which 
could  ensure  no  derangement  of  contracts  for  shipment,  or  of  any  engagements  made 
by  the  agent  with  the  peasantry  of  Madeira- 

Of  the  industry  of  these  people  we  hsi^e  had  satisfactory  proof;  their  eagerDess 
to  i^eap  the  advantage  of  l^ir  industry  has  made  them  imprudently  laborious ; 
unused  to  sickness,  they  would  neither  be  persuaded  to  precaution,  nor  to  take  the 
remedies  either  ojf  food  or  medicine  necessary  for  recovery  from  sickness  ;  then' 
(^me  despondency  and  death. 

I  have   ^zc 
The  Right  Hou.  Lord  Stanley,  (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

&C.  &C.  &c. 


Enclosure  1^  in  No.  55. 


End.  Uln  No.  65.  Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Honoiarable  the  Court  of  Poli^  of  the 
Colony  of  British  Guiana,  at  its  ordinary  Assembly,  held  at  the  Guiana  PvUie  Duiidiugv 
Georgetown^  Demer«ra>  Monday,  I5tb  November,  1841. 

(After  Prayers.) 

With  reference  to  the  statement  made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Croul,  on  the  29th  uhimo,  respect- 
ing a  division  of  opinion  between  the  members  of  the  Immigration  Committee  as  to  the 
expediency  of  continuing  to  introduce  labourers  from  Madeira,  the  Court  now  resolved.  That' 
it  Deing  calculated,  from  information  derived  from  the  agent  at  Madeira,  that  the  aggregate 
number  of  labourers  that  have  been,  and  will  he,  introduced  into  this  colony  up  to  the 
31st  December  next  vnll  be  about  4,500,  this  Court  recommend  that  no  bounty  bepatd  on  tfai» 
description  of  immkrants  brought  in  vessels  leaving  Madeira  after  1st  March  next. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Iu>binson«  dissenting  as  respects  the  period,  deekning  it  to  be  too  short 

A  true  Extract, 

H.  E.  F.  Youvoh,  Goverament  Secfetary. 


SJntlosure  2,  in  No.  55. 
No.  1. 

Monthly  Rspoax  rcBpecting  Hill  Coolies  in  British  Gruianai  this  let  November,  1841. 


Plantation. 


Number  ou 
£«tate. 


Absenleet. 


Number  of 


I)6«t]lS  MQCt 

lart  Report, 
Names  and  Dales. 


Number  of  Sick  on  dlst 
ultimo,  and  Oeneral  State 
of  Health  duriog  lakt 
Month. 


Partieulartf  aafl  Ratolt  of 
anj  Complaint  piefiRTed 
ia  the  coune  Off  the  past 
Month. 


Highhnqr  « 

Waterloo   . 
Belle  Vue  . 


Wales. 


Vriedestein 
Anna  Regina 


10 


None .     • 


Puckera  •     •     • 

'jDwhyessing  on 

Wave. 

Anaandne     •     • 
Puckerow  and 

Narrain 

BuldaaadSaaknr 
Kudabur       •     • 


None . 


Eighteen       .     . 

Since    7th    June, 

lS3f. 
Ist  Ner.  1S4L 
Ist  August    .     • 

23d  Sept. 

30th  Sept.,  1841 


None 

None 

None 

None 


17  aick    on  31st   ultimo; 

geneml  state  U  health 

good. 
4;  general  state  of  their 

heutbgoed. 
15;    colds   and    influenxa 

prevaleat ;  otfaerwisegood. 

14  intermittent  ferer;  ge- 
Berd  slate  of  health  other- 
wise good. 

2;  general  9M»  ef  health 

geSd. 
3  sick;   general    state    of 

health  good. 


No  complaint. 

No  complaint. 
No  complainl.' 

No  compUint. 

Ne  cooiplatot. 
No  complaint. 


Ai  the  Chiyeh  Missionsiy  fiocisAjr'a  staiion  at  Bartica  Point  veceiviog  instruction. 


No.  2. 


Mbmobandcm  Id  accompany  the  ist  November  Returos  of  Captured  Africaaa. 
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MoKTHLT  Return  of  Captured  Afritans  in  District  I,  this  1st  November,  1841. 


»^ 

Tbtal 

Number. 

At  Work. 

Bfortatity  in 
the  lR»t  Month. 

General  State  of  their 
HeaUh. 

Ldcktion. 

■  . 

s 

5 

s 

1 

i 

j 

1 

c2 

Remarks  as  to  Wtget,  Lodgings,  &e. 

I^antalum  Cotton  Tree    •     •' 
FUntation  Woodle}' Pofk    . 

3 

2' 

5 

•  • 

3 
10 

3 

2 

.5 

•  • 

1 

' 

Non 
Nod 

e« 

Very  good       •     •     .     m 
Very  good       .... 

Found  in  diet,  clothing,  and  good  lodging; 
receife  wages  in  proportion  to  what  lalK>ur  is 
peribrmed,  at  the  present  rate  of  33  cents, 
for  eVery  seven  honit  and  a  haU^  which  can 
be  performed  in  four  hours  steady  labour 
(lodging  rent  free.) 

Good  lodging  rent  ttn^  fed  and  clothed ;  paid 
wages  according  to  the  labour  performed  at 
tHe  above  rate,  33  cents,  for  every  seven 
hours  and  a  half  labour. 

The*  stipendiary  magistrate  has  viidted  and 
frequently  seen  tbeee  captured  Africans,  and 
declares  he  never  saw  more  contented  and 
hippier  beings. 

Office  of  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  District  I, 
County  Berbice,  Ist  November,  1841. 


A.  Van  Rtck  de  Gkoot,  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  1841.     I. 


MoNTBtT 

lU' 

ruR> 

r  of  Captured 

Africans 

in  District  K,  this  1st  November,  1841. 

Tetal 
Numb^s. 

AtWork. 

MortaUtyin 
last^onttu 

General  State  of  their 
Health. 

Location. 

1 

i 

1 

§ 
1 

1 

1 

Remarks  as  to  Wages,  Lodgings,  &c. 

Providence 

ETftrtim    ^     «     .     •     •     . 

Friends     

'filatraiount     •    •     •     •     • 

New  Forest    .    %    ••    v     • 

'  5 

10 

4 
8 
5 
3 
1 

17 

11 
2$ 
10 
11 

6 

5 

7 
6 
6 
4 

1 

8 

4 
8 
4 
3 

1 

11 

11 
29 

9 
11 

7 

- 

No 

No 

. . 
No 
No 
No 

ne. 

ne. 

1 

DC 

ne. 

ne. 

Exceedingly  good  •     •     • 

Exceedingly  good  *     i     . 
Exoeediiigly  good  *     •     » 
RiwpeiRngly  good  •     •     • 
Exceedingly  good  .     .     . 
Exceedingly  good  •     .     • 

Eight  children  are  too  voune  to  labour ;  these 
people  are  comfortably    housed   and    well 

estate^  labourers.    . 

mm  imd  in  the  sasae  Tali»  as  «W  ^tkm 

labourers  of  the  plantation. 
These  peoi)le  are  well  housed 'and  cared,  and 

are  paid  in  the  same  ratio  as  the  estate's 

other  labenms. 
These  people  arr  tr^  hoveed  and  eared^  and 

are  paid  in  the  same  ratio  as  the  estate's 

other  labourers.          .     . 
These  people  are  well  housed  and  cared,  and 

are  paid  in  the  same  ratio  as  the  estate's 

other  labourers. 
These  people  are  well  housed  aatl  called,  and 

are  paid  in  the  same  rati^  as.  the  eateSs^ 

other  labourers. 

A  true  report,  'witness  my  hand,  this  Ist  day  of  November,  1841. 

Cockles  Hemi^t  StrutT)  Stipendiary  Magistrate.    District  K. 


A  Return  of  the  Mortality  among  the  Captured  Africans  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  since  they  word 
■  -  -  -       Laoaled  out,  28t&  June  1841,  to  the  l$t  November^.  1841. 


Located  at  Time  of  Decease. 

Number. 

Caose  of  Death. 

.Plantation  Friends 

1  . 

1 
Dysentery, 
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No.  3. 


Monthly  Return  of  Sierra  Leone  EmigranU 

in  British  Guiana  thia  lat  November,  1841. 

Total  Number. 

At  Work. 

Mortality  in 
the  last  Month. 

General  State 
of 

Itiunftrlu  AA  fa 

LocatioD. 

^ 

i 

^ 

1 

a* 

1 

Wages, 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

•9 

1 

their  Health. 

Lodgings,  &c. 

District  A,  (Upper)     .     •     . 

14 

3 

1 

14 

3 

•  • 

District  A,  (Luwer)    •     •     . 

7 

2 

2 

7 

.  • 

•  • 

District  0  •     •     •     •     •     • 

104 

37 

18 

06 

27 

5 

District  C,  (on  plantations  in 

20 

7 

7 

20 

6 

•  • 

Town  Section.) 

District  C,  (RiTer  Section)  . 

20 

6 

3 

20 

6 

1 

>Reaiarkably  good 

The  same  aa  the 

District  D 

• . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

native  labourers 

District  K.     .     •     •     •     • 

11 

1 

•  • 

11 

1 

•  • 

District  F 

1 

2 

•  • 

1 

2 

•  • 

District  G 

38 

9 

9 

36 

6 

3 

DUtrict  U 

34 

13 

4 

24 

10 

•  • 

District  I  •••••• 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

DittrictK 

m* 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

District  L 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 

• « 

•  • 

District  M*     •     •  .•     •     • 

«• 

f  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

• . 

^ 

A  Return  of  the  Mortality  amonff  the  Sierra  L^one  Emigrants  since  their  first  arrival  in  the 
Colony,  23rd  May,  1841,  to  the  1st  November,  1841. 


Located  at  Time  of  Deceaae. 

Number. 

Cause  of  Death. 

1 

Pleurisy. 

No.  4, 

MoNTBLT  RiTURN  of  Portuguese  Emigrante  in  Britiih  Ouiana  thia  1st  November,  1841. 


• 

Totsl.  Number. 

AiWoriu 

Mortality  in 
the  last  Month. 

General  State  ef  their  HeeUh. 

Location* 

1 

1 

o 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Bemaiks  as  to  Wsges,  Ledgtitgs,&c 

District  A,  (Upper)  .     . 

District  A,  (Lower)  .     . 
District  B     .     .     •     • 

District  C,  (on  plantations 
in  Town  Section.) 

District  C,  (Rif  er  Sec- 
tion.) 

District  D     •     •    •     . 

Districts      .     •     •     • 

District  F     •     •     •     • 

District  G     ,     •    •     • 

District  H    •    •    •    • 

Dastridl.    •    •    •    • 

Districts:     •    •    •    • 

District  L     •    .    •    • 
DktrictM    •    •    •    • 

14 

•  • 
52 

96 

262 

lis 

69 
119 

32 

119 

12 
20 

•  • 

•  • 

10 

51 

88 

195 

95 
54 
93 

25 

98 

15 
8 

•  • 

•  • 

25 

46 

121 

234 

170 
67 
121 

57 

128 

3 
16 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

34 

45 

214 

85 
56 
83 

17 

57 

12 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

29 

17 

113 

46 
47 
57 

10 

39 

15 

•  • 

•  • 

6 

•  • 
• « 

5 

116 

62 
37 
44 

12 

33 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 
2 

•  • 
3 

•  • 
2 
5 

1 

7 

1 
2 

3 

•  • 
4 

•  « 

2 

2 

1 
5 

2 

4 

1 
3 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

^» 

7 

6 

2 
2 
6 

2 

11 

1 

12 

•  • 

Two-thirds  of  the  number  in  Terr  bad 
health;  with  the  exception  of  four 
they  had  only  been  one  month  in 
thediarict. 

•  •     • 
Two-thitds  in  very  bad  health ;  csme 

to  the  ditttrict  in  September. 

Good  in  general. 

abof  e,  say  two-thirds  m  bad  health. 

Generally  speaking  they  are  improT- 
ing  in  health. 

Much  sickness  has  prerailed,  but 
their  health  is  now  improriog. 

One-third  sickly ;  one-tnird  conval- 
escent ;  one-third  healthy. 

About  one-third  have  enjoyed  pretty 
good  health;  the  others  have 
been  very  ill,  but  are  improving. 

Out  of  361,  81  died  in  less  than  tive 
months. 

Sickly,  but  every  prospect  of  im- 

Out  of  97,  who  went  to  one  estate  in 
September,   31   died  to  the  3lst 
October. 

•  •     • 

•  •     • 

Such  as  were  able  to  work  were  receivbg— 
of  a  dollar  per  day.    Lodgings  good* 

•  •     • 

Men  seven  dollars,  women  six  dollars,  per 

month,  and  found  in  food.    Lodgings  very 

comfortable. 
Wages  according  to  work  p»rfermed,  hem. 

one-third  to  two-thirds  of  «  dollar  per  day. 

Lodgings  comfortable. 
From  one-third  to  half  a  dollar  per  day  lor 

an  eany  task ;  some  earn  a  doHar  per  day« 

All  comforUbly  lodged. 
From  one-third  to  half  a  dollar  day.    Lsdg- 

ingsgood. 
Wages  the  ssme  as  the   other  laboortra. 

Lodgings  good. 
From  8  to  12  dollars  per  month ;   on  one 

estate   tlie  majority  earned   15  dollars. 

Lodgisigs  improved,  and  now  very  good. 

•  .     • 

Men  half  a  dollar;  women  four-pence  less ; 
children  ftom  eight-pence  to  one  shilling 
per  day.  Lodgings  generally  have  been 
improved. 

One-third  of  a  dollar  for  seven  hours  end  a 
half  ordinary  task,  easily  finished  in  four 
hours.    Lodgings  airy  and  comfortable. 

No  work  owinc  to  sickness.    Ludgings  large 

•  .     • 

Toisl       .    •    • 

900 

732 

988 

605 

375 

315 

24 

27 

52 
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Sir,  '  District  H,  November  6, 1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  returns  required  bj^^your  circular^qf  the  23(1  ult ,.. 
*  Atdiough  the  mortality  of  the  Portuguese  has  in  some  degree  afcis^ted,  yet  the  proportion  of 
those  enabled  to  work  sepms  to  have  undergone  no  change. 

The  PortufiTiiese  on  plantations  Anna  Regina  and  Better  Success  have  so  recently  arrived, 
thaj(  sickness  has  sc^cely  |iad  time  tqmake  its  appearance  anjpngstthem.  On  the  remaining 
estates  it  will  wpear  that  within  a  period  of  less  than,  five  mopthsi;  but  of  361  individuals,  81 
have  died;  and  of  the  survivors  apout  one-tliird  only  were  at  wotkim  the^nd  November, 
(the  Ist  November  bein^  All  S^int^'  Day  npne  vreve  at  wor1^\,   .      ;  j    4       . . 

The  managed  of  the  eight  eftsates.  concerned  reluctantly  aamit  th^t  j^r^ons  S*om  Madeira 
cannot  be  profitably  employed  in  t;he  agripuUvral  labour  of  this  eoloQy,  an  opinion  withwhicb, 
apart  from  huiiianity,  I  cannot  but  eoineide.  •      <  .  „  .   ' 

-.,..,/        ,  !       '    -  '  :  ...     ;    '  J  bafe,'&c.  ..        ,,  •     ^,   ?  .'   • 

*    (Signed)  J-  A.  All»n,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 

Hon,  H.  iJ.  Fi  Younff,  GoverhmenI  Secretary.  ''  .  '  ,    ,  '    "        "    '       ,     .     ', 


MITSSia  CKETtAN A 


Rbvarks  respecting  Portuguese  [Emigrants  frcmi  the  Stipendiary  M4gistrate  in  the  d|srtrict,of 

Mafaaica,  county  of  Detnerara.         .!.'.,!    1 

*'  I .vould rpfFptf^fiffUy  "^^  ***y '^"^^  **''^'"'""^'*'""  *^'^"'  f"**^**'  ■■■■■■•jMn.ifiM  ■im.ij 
be  permitted  from  Madeira,  the  Portuguese  being  manifestly  peculiarly  unfit  to  contend  with 
the  climate;  in  truth,  none  butUie  negro  race  or  those  nearly  allied  to  it  (the  Coolies)  seem 
to  me  to  be  at  all  calculated  for  labourers  in  this  colony ;  the  Sierra  Leone  Africans,  ind^e<^^ 
Ikppear  preferable  to  all  the  rest,  as  tit)t  being  hi  the  least  liable  to  the  fever  by  which  others 
are  assailed,  owinjr  no  doubt  to  a  similanity  gf  cUn^ate  between  tbeic  onm  couafcry  and  British 
Guiana,  and  I  would  even  venture  an  opinion  that  the  very  localities  which  have  proved  most 
fotal  to  Europeans  might  be  found  the  best  suited  to  Die  AAican.'* 

'   (Signed)  George  Ball,  Stipendiary  Magistrate.  * 

District  A,  Upper  Division,  November  1,  1841. 


COUHTT  of  BVRBICE. 

Sir,  District  Kv  November  2,  1841. 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  23d  ult..  enclosing  three  forms  of  report 
to  be  made  by  me  eonoemil^g  the  immigraiits  laitely  keated  in  thb  district,  aiid  I  hasten  to 
-tjBBMnit  Iherequifcd  iMfaimation:  T' 

By  the  Everton  return  his  Excellency  will  learn,  with  4eep  regret,  that' the  mortality  lamon^ 
the  Portuguese  labourers  upon  that  estate  had  during  the  last  week  of  October  been  very 
great  -  I  was  on  the  plantation  on*  Sttt«rrdayi  October  3d,  and  finding  upwards  of  30  still  sicki 
many  indeed  of  that  number  dangerously  so,  I  resolved  t^  effect  their  removal  to  the  Colonial 
Hospital,  in  New  Amsterdam,  as  soon  as  possible,  aniji  waited  in  town  upon  Dr.  JIolling&«. 
worth  and  Mr.  McDonald  the  same  afternoon,  and  recommended  them  to  assent  to  their 
removal,  and  to  address  to  me  an  official  oommuniciition  on  tjhe  subject,  in  or^er  ihatil  might 
lay  the  same  before  the  sheriff,  and  obtain  his  sanction  to  their  admission. 

I  have  the  honour  to  add  that  Dr.  HoUingsworth  and  Mr.  Campbell,  the  attorney  of  the 
estate,  came  to  my  office  on  Monday,  November  1  (yesterday),  and  requested  t  would  take 
immediate  steps  for  their  removal,  Upon  which  I  forthcivith  applied  to  the  sheriff,  who  caused 
prompt  preparations  to  be  made  for  their  reception  in  hospital,  whither  they  were  conveyed 
by  water  from  Hantation  Everton  this  momihs;. '  For  bis  Excellency's  hiformation,  I  have  the 
honour  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  sheriff. 

I  much  fear  that  no  doubt  can  benpw  entertained  of  the  fact,  that  this  country  is  unsuited 
to  the  habits  and  constitution  of  the  Portuguese.  By  reference  to  the  return  of  captured 
Africans,  it  will  be  seen  that  out  of  97  n^wly  coipe.to  Everton  and  the  two  neighboortng  estates, 
namely  Providence  on  one  side,  and  Plantation  Friends  on  the  other,  only  one  death  has 
oecnrreck^aboy*  named  Simon  Hood,  aged  10  years,  of  dysentery. 

The  captured  Africans  c^me  to  these  estates  shortly  before  the  Portuguese  were  located  on 
Everton,  they  were  about  the  same  in  number,  and  were  alike  new  to  the  country.  A  con- 
vincing (altboiigh  melancholy)  proof  is  thus  afforded  as  to  which  peojde  are  best  adapted  to 
the  climate  of  British  Guiana.  ' 

I  have,  &c., 
^Signed)  C.  H.  Strutt,  Stipendiary  "Magistrate. 

Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary. 


Sir, 


County  of  Berbice. 

District  K,  November  1,  1841. 

I  AM  sorry  to  state  to  your  Honour  that  mortality  and  sickness  continue  to  prevail  to 
an  alarming  extent  among  the  Portuguese  located  upon  Plantation  Everton  ih  this  district ;  out 
of  97  who  went  there  in  September,  31  have  died  up  to  last  night,  and  many  more  are 
seriously  ill. 

Dr^  HoUingsworth  .^nd  M^  C^mpbf  11  the  attomejtof  thn  netntnj   hnrn  hoi 


Digitized  by 


iy  Google 


180 


PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 


HfUTiSR  GiVfikflA  morning,  and  expressed  their  anxious  wish  to  have  those  who  are  now  sick  removed  to  the 
*^~"  hospital  in  town,  about  30  in  number. 

It  appears  that  many  of  the  side  have  refused  to  take  the  medicine  ordered  for  them,  others 
have  when  they  had  taken  it  improperly  exposed  themselves  in  the  sun,  and  some,  indeed, 
have  been  so  self-willed  as  to  sleep  at  night  in  the  grass;  others,  again, have  paid  no  attention 
to  their  prescribed  diet,  but  have  eaten  and  drank  whatever  their  inclination  dictated ;  many 
have  gorged  themselves  with  fruit,  ripe  and  unripe,  and  mothers  hare  frequently  refused  to 
allow  their  children  to  take  the  wine  and  sago  directed  to  be  given  to  them  by  the  medical 
gentlemen. 

It  is  impossible  to  exercise  that  control  over  them  on  the  estate  which  is  so  desirable  and 
essential  to  the  restoration  of  their  health,  and  Ihave  earnestly  tp  hope  that  your  Honour  will 
admit  them  into  hospital  forthwith.  By  Mr.  Campbell's  letter,  whidi  I  have  the  honour  to 
enclose,  you  will  see  that  the  Board  of  Church  and  Poor's  Fund  will  be  borne  harmless  with 
regard  to  the  expense,  which  their  admission  into  hospital  will  necessarily  occasion. 

I  hfiive,.  &^. 
(Signed)  C.  H.  Strutt,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 

His  Honour  C.  R.  Whinfield,  Sheriff. 


Sir, 


Berbice,  November.  3rd,  1841. 
I  BEG  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  very  deplorable  condition  of  the  Portuguese  im- 
migjrants  yesterday  brought  from  Plantation  Everton  and  placed  in  our  colpntal  hospital  at 
New  Amsterdam  under,  my  charge.  Of  these,  one:  died  last  evemng,  shortly  after  admiaaon^ 
and  two  during  the  night,  and.  several  others  remain  in.siioh  a  deplorable  state  as.  to  leave  little 
hope  of  their  surviving  forty-eight  hours.  Of  forty-one  immigrants jsent  to  hospital,  thhty- 
seven  required  active  treatment,  generally  on  account  of  fever  wim.  excessive  debiUty ;  in.8Qme 
instances,  however,  for  dropsy  consequent  on  fever,  for  dysentery,  and  for  diarrhcea.  Several 
that  have  had  fever  at  Plantation  Everton  appear  convalescent,  but  are  yet  .in  so  debilitated  a 
state  as  to  induce  me  to  apprehend  relapse  and  the  supervention  of  dropsy :  the  whole  of  them 
indeed  are  in  so  wretched  a  position  that,  apprehending  great  mortality  amongst  them,  I  have 
conceived  it  my  duty  to  notify  the  same  to  your  honour,  and  am. 

Sir,  &c. 
(Signed)  John  B.  Berksford, 

His  Honour  C.  R.  Whinfield,  Sheriff,  Surgeon  to  the  Asylum  and  Hospital. 

&c.         &c.         &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
Charles  R.  WaiNtiBLD,  Sheriff. 

(True  copy  of  Copy) 
W.  B.  Wolseley,  Assistant  Government  Secretary. 


A  Return  of  the  Mortality  among  the  Portuguese  Emigrants  since  their  first  arrival  from  Madeira, 
^         3rd  February,  1841,  to  the  1st  November,  1841. 


Location  at  time  of  Decea»e. 

Number. 

Cause  of  Death. 

County  of  Demerara. 

Plantation  Cane  Grove*      .     . 

7 

Fever  5  ;  atrophy  2. 

>  9 

Success 

1 

Child  10  months  old  from  ulcers. 

9   > 

Luaignan    . 

6 

Fever. 

9  9 

Annandale  . 

12 

Fever  11 ;  U  an  idiot  from  birth,  died  from  an  aff^ctioo 
of  the  brain,  aged  7. 

y  > 

La  Penitence    .      . 

6 

Fever. 

J  > 

Ruiraveld    . 

•7 

Fever  2;  liver  2;  dysentery  2 ;  worms  1. 

1  > 

Houston 

13 

Fever  3;  worms  4;  jnarasmus  2;  accidentally  drowned 

1 ;  liver  1 ;  dysentery  1 ;  apoplexy  1 . 
The  d6ctor  remarks — "  The  Portuguese  when  brought  to 

9  9 

Best      .... 

11 

this  esta^  were  most  of  them,  but  chiefly  the  children, 

in  a  sickly  cachectic  state  with  dropsy  of  the  extremi- 

ties ;"  1  of  the  number  was  85  years  of  age,  and  3 

ft^)Qve  50. 

9  9 

Uitvlugt     .      .     . 

6 

livPT   1 

Nouvdle  Flandre  . 

3 

ilVCl    X. 

Fever  2;  dropsy  1.                                                  ' 

Vreed  en  Hoop 

2 

Fever  1 ;  fever  and  mortification  of  the  cheek  1  infeat. 

Pondroyen  . 

2 

Fever. 

Malg«5'tout      .      . 

3 

Fever  2;  debility  1. 

Schoonord  . 

13 

Fever  7  ;  debility  5 ;  coup  de  soleil  1. 

Vive  la  Force   . 

3 

Fever. 

County  of  Ewcquibo. 

HaDtation  Taymouth  Manor  • 

8 

Fever  2;  ohUdbirt]^  1 ;  debility  3;  flux  1 ;  eiuption  1. 

9  » 

Affiance 

11 

Fever  8;  childbirth  1 ;  d^Uity  2. 

9  9 

Mainstay    . 

5 

Fever  1;  Fits  1 ;  debility  3. 
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Location  at  time  of  Deceaa 

«.           Nnmber. 

GauM  of  Death. 

Sparta  «     . 

.      .            2 

Fever  1 ;  worms  1 . 

lUchmond  • 

9 

Fever  2 ;  fall  1 ;  accident  1 ;  dysentery  1 ;  dropsy  1 ; 
want  of  care  by  parents  3  infants. 

La  BeHe  AUian 

ice.           6 

Pteror  3;  general  decay  1  (5*7  years);  dysentery  1; 
de^Hity  1. 

Lima    •     . 

.     .         19 

Fever  13;  lumbago  1;  dropsy  3;  dysentery  1;  ulcera- 
tion 1. 

Windsor  Castle 

21 

Fever  20;  dysentery  1. 

OBdemeeming*. 

5 

Wttttron  the  brain  1;  thimsh  1;  marasmus  2;  typhus 
fever  1. 

Aurora  •     • 

.     •           1 

Worms  and  fever. 

Good  Intent     . 

12 

Apoplexy  1 ;  epidemic  fever  11. 

Caledonia   . 

.     .           4 

Dysentery  1 ;  wonns  1 ;  fever  2. 

Meerzorg    .     . 

11 

In  childbed  4  ;  fits  1 ;  fever  6. 

Fnandsh&p . 

.     .           9 

Miscarriage  3 ;  worms  2 ;  fever  4. 

Sarah    .      •     , 

.     .           6 

Dysentery  1 ;  fever  5. 

Belle  Plaine     . 

.      .           3 

Fever. 

New  Bendorf  , 

.     .           4 

In' childbed  1 ;  Tuptnre  of  the  lungs  1 ;  fever  2. 

Zealandia   • 

.     .  .         1 

Bever. 

Success,     ^ 

.     .          10 

Fever. 

Elizabeth  Ann . 

4 

Fever  3 ;  neglect  of  mother  1  infant. 

( 

JBndeavour . 
County  of  Berbice. 

.     .           5 

Fever  .3;  filsl;  in  childbed  1. 

Plantation  Evevton      •     « 

31 

Fever  and  diarrhoea. 

(No.  53.)  No.  .58. 

Copy  of' a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Stanley  to  Governor  Light. 

Sir,  Downing-gtreet,  February  17,  1842. 

I  HAVE. received  your  Despatdi  of  tbe2and  November,  No*  157,  trans-^ 
mitting  the  returns  of  the  state  of  the  Coolies,  the  captured  Africans,  the  emigrants 
fixnu  Sierra  Leone,  and  of  the.  Portoguese  emigrants  from  Madeira. 

I  have  perused  with  much  concern  your  account,  and  also  the  statements  which 
accompany  your  Deapatch,  relative  to  the  Portuguese  emigrants  from  Madeira. 

It  is  clear  that  this  description  of  labourers  is  quite  unsuited  to  the  climate  of 
British  Guiana,  and  I  approve  therefore  of  the  steps  which  you  have  taken  for  pre- 
venting any  more  being  sent  to  the  colony  from  Madeira  at  the  public  expense. 

With  respect  to  the  African  immigrants,  the  accoimts  are  of  a  most  satisfactory 
nature,  and  there  appears  every  reason  to  expect  that  they  will  become  a  valuable 
acquisition  to  the  colony.  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  STANLEY. 

Governor  light, 

&c.     &c.  

(No.  158.)  No.  57. 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley. 

Crovemment  House,  Demerara,  November  23,  1841. 

A  MEETING  of  proprietors  and  others  connected  with  estates  in  this  province 
took  place  on  the  2nd  mst.,  to  consider  the  agricultural  position  and  interests  of  the 
colony,  in  order  to  adopt  such  measures  as  might  seem  expedient  in  a  crisis  which, 
it  is  said,  affects  the  general  prosperity  of  the  proprietary  body. 

It  was  resolved  to  appoint  a  committee,  and  to  request  Sir  Michael  MacTurk  to 
preside. 

This  gentleman  (of  whose  support  I  have  made  frequent  mention)  is  one  of  the 
most  experienced  planters  in  the  colony.  He  has  no  cause  in  his  own  person  to 
dread  reverse  or  the  future,  his  estates  working  well  and  profitably. 

On  the  appeal  made  to  him  that  his  personal  influence  would  have  great  effect, 
he  cheerfully  assented  to  the  wishes  of  the  conveners  of  the  meeting,  and  consented 
to  preside  at  their  committee. 

The  great  object  of  the  meeting  has  been  to  show  that  the  expenses  of  produc- 
tion are  so  great  that,  at  present  prices  of  produce,  ruin  must  follow. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  a  statement  made  to  me 
by  a  gentleman  who  has  been  always  moderate  in  his  opinions  and  well  disposed  to 
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BBITI8B  GUIANA  the  Govermnent,  whose  name  he  has  no  wish  should  be  known ;  I  therefore  witht- 
hold  it,  as  well  as  the  names  of  the  estates  marked  1,  2,  3,  4  of  which  he  hai 
charge  as  attorney  or  proprietor. 

This  statement  is  handed  to  me  as  a  proof  o(  the  ruinous  expenses  of  a  sugar 
estate  in  the  present  times ;  and  certainly^  if  all  the  estates  are  in  the  same  prediea^ 
ment,  the  position  of  a  planter  is  very  critical. 

It  is,  I  believe,  the,  intention  of  Sir  Michael  MacTurk  to  obtain  as  many  similar 
statements  as  can  be  collected^  to  enable  the  committee  to  judge  of  the  causes  of 
such  an  immense  outlay  with  so  little  profit. 

It  is  very  certain  that  much  depends  on  the  tact,  judgmental  and  skill  of  the 
planter  in  the  management  of  an  estate,  and  on  these  must  rest  its  well  and  prof 
fitable  working  unde^  free  labour.  No  legislative  enactment  can  be  of  any  service 
to  the  proprietors,  except  perhaps  the  introduction  of  an  ordinance  for  the  relative 
rights  of  landlord  and  tenants,  of  which  I  have  given  your  Lordship  notice  in  my 
Despatch,  No.  164,  date  20th  inst. 

The  present  difficulties,  if  they  exist,  can  only  be  overcome  by  rendering  manual 
labour  less  necessary  to  the  planter,  which  mechanical  substitutes  alone  can  achieve. 

To  these  the  colony  has  lately  turned  its  attention,  and  by  these  it  is  to  be  hoped 
the  expenses  now  assumed  as  so  ruinous  will  be  lightened. 

The  drainage  of  the  country  has  been  hitherto  maintained  by  manual  labour. 
This,  it  is  conhdently  expected,  will  be  set  aside  by  the  use  of  a  canal  and  trench 
excavator,  worked  by  steam.  A  steam  plough  also  has  been  tried,  which  a  com? 
mittee  of  planters  has  considered  likely  to  be  a  valuable  and  cheap  mode  of  culti«- 
vating  the  soil.  ; 

It  is  in  vain  that  the  planters  look  to  immigration  as  the*''  panacea  "  for  thei^ 
difficulties.  Wages  would  not  be  diminished,  nor  the  other  expenses  of  an  estate 
be  decreased,  by  the  introduction  of  any  possible  number  of  labourers,  unless  at  the 
same  time  such  modes  of  management  were  adopted  as  would  secure  such  propor* 
tionate  good  cultivation  as  shall  obtain  full  products  from  the  soil. 

I  have  expressed  to  Sir  Michael  MacTurk  and  to  the  gentleman  whose  states 
ments  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose,  that  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  give  my  best 
attention  to  any  communications  made  to  me,  but  that  my  opinion  is  that  the  ex* 
penses  of  agriculture  can  only  be  reduced  to  any  considerable  extent  by  abridging 
manual  labour. 

The  canal  excavator  alone  would,  it  is  said,  save  the  labour  of  ten  thousand 
workmen ;  and  that  the  steam  plough  would  reduce  labour  one  third. 

I  have  no  opinion  to  give  on  the  correctness  of  the  calculations  I  have  now  the 
honour  to  forward,  though  with  full  faith  in  the  person  who  laid  them  before  me : 
but  I  do  know  that  there  are  estates  conducted  in  a  less  expensive  manner  where 
full  labour  is  continuous,  and  freely  and  cheerfully  given ;  and  I  can  assert,  that 
much  labour  has  been  not  only  misapplied,  but  lost,  by  want  of  firmness,  tact,  an4 
management.  ' 
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^BHiwracfuiANA  (No.  160.)  No.  58. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from.  Governor  LiGua*  to  Lord  Stanley. 

My  Lord,  Government  Hou«e,  Demerara,  30th  November,  1841. 

No.  58.  In  my  Despatch,  No.  158,  dated  23rd  instant,  I  had  the  honour  of  drawing 

your  Lordship's  attention  to  a  statement  of  expenses  attendant  on  cultivation  of  the 
staple  commodities,  and  alluding  to  a  meeting  and  appointment  of  committee  of 
planters,  to  be  presided  over  by  Sir  Micliael  M^Turk,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
state  of  agriculture  in  this  province. 

Whatever  may  be  the  difficulties  of  the  planters,  and  though  they  must  be 
always  regretted  by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  as  well  as  by  the  authoritiee  of 
the  colonies  in  which  those  difficulties  occur,  yet  it  is  satisifactocy  to  be  able  to 
record,  that  a  large  and  powerful  addition  is  daily  made,  to  a  new  race  of  active, 
industrious,  and  independent  freeholders,  who  must  in  the  course  of  a  veiy  short 
time  assume  that  middle  position  in  society  which  till  slavery  was  abolished  could 
not  exist  in  tlie  West  Indies. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  another  estate.  Plantation  Friendship,  has  been 
purchased  by  certain  labourers  on  the  east  coast,  county  Demerara,  belonging  to^  or 
rather  working  on.  Plantations  Enterprize,  Bladen  Hall,  Amnandale,  Lusignan, 
Enmore,  for  the  sum  of  80^000  dollars,  or  1 65O00/.  sterling,  ef  which  35,000  dol- 
lars wene  paid  down,  5,000  more  to  be  paid  in  one  month,  the  rest  to  be  on 
mortgage  until  the  whole  number  of  shareholders  should  have  paid  their  quota. 

One  hundred,  or  110  out  of  the  200,  have  already  paid  their  amount  of 
contribution,  each  400  dollars,  and  one  man,  a  headman  of  one  of  the  estates,  who 
appears,  froni  keejHng  his  horse  and  gig,  to  have  been  richer  than  any  of  the  others, 
has  coQtributTed  2,000  dollars. 

Plantation  Friendship  was  originally  a  cotton  and  plantain  estate,  was  pur- 
cha^d  not  many  years  ago  for  5,000/.  or  6,000/.  sterling.;  three  years  ago  it  was 
sold  for  10,000/.;  it  now  has  been  sold  for  16,000/.  sterling  to  emancipatted 
skives. 

Thwe  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  desire  for  independence  will  be  succeeded  by 
the  desii'e  for  wealth,  and  the  same  spirit  which  has  limited  hitherto  the  labouoers 
to  the  purchase  of  property  whose  productions  are  for  local  wants  alone,  will  lead 
them  to  the  purchase  of  estates,  on  which  the  staple  commodities  for  export  are 
grown  and  cultivated. 

I  liave,  &c. 
The  Right  Hon.  Liord  Stanley,  (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

&£.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  166.)  No.  59. 

CoFY  of  a  DESPATCH  fnm  Governor  Liesr  to  Lord  Stanley. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  4th  December,  1841. 

^^•*^-  In  my  Despateh,  No.  158,  of  23rd  ultimo,  there  was  enclosed  a  statement 

of  the  expenses  of  tour  estates  which  had  been  presented  to  me  by  a  very  respect- 
able colouist ;  and  allusion  was  made  to  the  existence  of  a  committee  of  planters 
who  had  Wa  appointed  to  consider  the  agricultural  condition  of  the  colony. 

Sir  Michael  MfTurk^  who  had  been  elected  chairman  of  the  committee,  was 
subsequently  appointed  to  preside  at  a  public  meeting,  convened  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  the  report  of  the  committee. 

This  report,  adopted  by  tlie  meeting,  was  submitted  to  me,  and  I  have  the 
honour  of  endosing  a  printed  copy  thereof,  together  with  the  reply  which  by  my 
directions  was  given  to  the  chainnan  by  Mr.  Young,  the  Government  Secretary, 
and  of  which  I  trust  your  Lordship  will  approve. 

However  much  h  is  to  be  regretted  that  in  so  large  a  number  of  estates  as  that 
referred  to  in  the  report  there  has  been  this  year  aM  average  excess  of  expesce 
over  profits,  it  appears  to  me  that  an  easier  remedy  might  have  been  devised  for  the 
evil  had  the  committee  selected  some  of  the  estates  which  had  been  economically 
conducted,  and  havie  exhibited  them  in  detailed  contrasts,  with  others  which  haa 
sustained  a  loss. 

Your  Lordship  wiU  observe  that  the  report  of  the  meeting  is  confined  to  about 
one-third  of  the  sugar  estates  in  Demerara  and  Essequibo,  nor  has  it  any  reference 
to  a  single  estate  in  Berbice. 

This  report  attributes  much  of  the  diminished  production  of  estates  to  imperfisct 
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and  iiTegular  labour,  aud  this  has  in  a  great  degree  been  owing  to  a,  miBtrusi; :  3iUT]SH>QmuiLiL< 
of  the  attorneys,  managers,  and  planters  in  the  imiuetry  of  the  labonrervi       ^  ""^ 

In  this  mistrust  I  have  never  participated;  and  as  the  extraefrtiHBcatedlX)  the 
Government  Secretary's  letter  from  my  address  to  the  Combined  Court  in 
February,  1839,  shows,  my  recommendfj.tions  have  been  calculated  to  inspire 
confidence  in  the  planter,  in  order  that  he  should  deal  witli  an  idle  labourer  in 
Britbh  Guiana  as  a  farmer  would  with  his  servants  in  Europe. 

Instead,  however,  of  discouraging  slovealy  work,  it  was  tolersted,  from  the  feaar 
of  losing  labourers,  and  work  ill  done  cemtinued  to  be  highly  paid. 

In  all  these  mattei-s,  however,  it  is,  and  must  be  ever  utterly  impossible  for 
government  in  any  direct  manner  to  interpose ;  and  greater  inequalities  of  pro- 
ductions on  different  estates  are  but  the  natural,  and  will  continue  to  be  the  per- 
manent consequences,  of  the  employers  being  deprived  of  that  direct  personal! 
control  over  labour  which  slavery  conferi'ed,  and  of  which  higher  di^grees  of  tact . 
and  management,  patience  and  liberality,  can  alone  enable^  the  onployer  to.  rer  ^ 
possess  himself. 

I  have,  8pc. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley,  (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT: 

&c.         &c.         &c. 


Efickwure  in  No.  59. 

Meeting  of  Proprietors  and  Representatives  of  Estates  and  other  Property.  End.  in  No.  59. 

Pursuant  to  the  notice  which  appeared  in  the  public  papers,  a  meeting  of  proprietors  andi 
represent ativas  of  estates  took  place  yesterday  in  town  to  devise  measures  tor  reinedyiu^  ;i*  far 
as  possible  the  present  distress  of  the  agricultural  interest  of  the  colony.  Tht^  iitteudnnce  wai^ 
by  no  Cleans  so  great  as  might  have  been  expected  from  the  importance  of  the  question  to  be 
discussed ;  and,  although  many  gentlemen  of  respectabiUty  and  influence  were  prei»ent,  some 
of  these  retired  at  an  early  hour,  while  others  took  no  part  whatever  in  the  proceed!  ng3. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Colin  Simson,  Sir  Michael  M'Turk  was  called  to  tha  chair,  a^d 
addressed  the  meeting  as  follows : —  ^.. 

*^  Gentlemen, — I  think  it  necessary,  before  entering  on  the  business  of  tlio  diiy  for  whicli 
you  are  now  assembled,  to  notice  a  paragraph  which  appeared  in  one  of  the  newspapers  re- 
garding  the  meeting  of  the  6th  ultimo.  It  was  represented  that  the  partita  there  assembled 
were  afraid  that  their  sentiments  or  opinions  should  be  made  knowiu  I  hav  e  merely  to  givts 
it  contradiction,  for  the  editor  of  that  paper  knows  that  I  never  presided  at  any  meeting  vfhcm 
my  opinions  were  such  that  I  did  not  wish  them  to  be  heard,  I  merely  mention  my  opinjoiu 
and  the  public  may  know  who  these  gentlemen  were  that  attetidud  the  meeting  of  thi-  6th 
ultimo: — Messrs.  Rofie,  Macrae,  Cohn  Simson,  Jones,  Holmes,  Davison,  Alexander  GJen, 
James  Glen,  Naghten,  Burnett,  Grant,  Gallaway,  J.  A.  Holmes,  Porter,  Stuart,  Sandbacli, 
Arrindell,  Robertson,  Keevers,  Liebau,  Dr.  Martin>  Fleming,  Bttan,  Carberry,  Seward,  and 
myself. 

"The  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  ascertain  and  discuss  whether  the  rate  of  production 
throughout  the  colony  was  ruinous,  and  if  it  appeared  to  those  gentlemen  to  be  so,  to  caU  a 
publio  meeting.  That  sets  you  right  with  respect  to  the  newspapei:  reports,  and  on  the  con* 
trary  there  was  nothing  improper. 

"  The  object  for  which  a  Committee  was  appointed  on  the  6th  ultimo  has,  as  faj*  as  prac.- 
ticible^  been  effeotedy  which  was.  in  substance,  to  elicit  in  tor  mat  I  on  on  the  actual  cost  of  pro- 
duction of  the  staples  of  the  colony,  on  the  average  of  the  last  10  moTiths  ;  and  to  ascertain 
the  proportion  of  that  cost,  and  the  value  of  the  article  produced,  iviih  the  view  of  devi,sing 
measures  to  reduce  the  cost  of  production,  if  found  to  be  excessive,  to  a  fair  and  equitable  rate. 

•*The  Committee  have  acconiingly  procured  tliat  information  which  tliey  now  subniit  to  the 
meeting  in  the  form  of  a  Report ;  and  before  being  read,  I  beg  laave  to  observe,  that  in  order 
to  obtain  that  information  in  a»  consistenti  uniform,  Euid  explanatory  a  shape  as  po^dhla^  the 
Committee  prepared  a  schedule  or  tabiUar  form,  to  be  observed  by  parties  making  returns,  and 
it  has  beaa  ^led  in  by  the  proprietors  or  representatives  of  no  lesf  than  62  estates,  situate  in 
eyery  district  of  the  counties  of  Den^erara  and  Esset^uibo.  Frora  these  Returns  it  is  maiuffst. 
that  the  cost  of  production  is  not  only  excessive,  but  far  beyond  the  value  of  the  art  icltj  pro- 
duced,  without  at  all  taking  into  consideration  the  interest  on  invested  capital.  An  abstract  of 
these  Retmms  forms  part  erf  the  Report;  from  which  it  will  be  seem  that  the  cost  of  jiroductlau 
is  99  dollars  for  every  hogshead  of  sugar»  on  an  average  of  10,343  hoj^sheadsj  being  sev^jral 
pounds  sterling  above  the  average  price  at  which  Demerara  ^ugsir  ht^B  been  aud  is  selling  In 
the  hitfoe  market  Havings  as  the  Conuaittee  pr^.sumes,  satisfactorily  as(^ertauted  ^hc  average 
rate  of  production  throughout  the  two  counties  to  be  not  only  excessive  but  ruinous  to  the 
ptoducer,  it  next  became  the  buaness  of  your  Committee  to  recommend  a  plan  of  reduction, 
and  they  have  done  so  in  the  terras  of  the  Report.  Oue  of  those  reductions  is,  that  of  the 
pi^sent  rale  of  wages  paid  to  the  labourers.  This  the  Commiitee  apprtiaclied  with  a  just  sense 
of  the  delicacy  of  the  subject,  aad  the  knowledge  of  the  great  difficulty  they  bad  to  contend 
w]lb>  however  necessary  and  impefative  the  nteasure  itself  was.  1  believe  it  will  not  be  dis- 
puted that  the  oost  of  production  is  the  grand  regaJating  priticiple  of  price  ;  this  principle  the 
CommilH^  %o^  as  the  basi«  of  their  deUbcu'atioaa^  and  ia  ^rogosing  this  m^ap^ure  of  reduction^ 
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BBITIKGUIAKA  tliev  trust  it  will  be  found  that  they  neither  have,  on  the  one  hand,  overlooked  the  just  rights 
^"^  of  the  labourer^  nor  on  the  other,  pleaded  a  monopoly  for  the  proprietor,  but  endmivoured  to 

equalize  wages  and  profits. 

**  I  believe  the  interests  of  the  employer  and  employed — the  proprietor  and  labourer — are 
identically  the  same ;  and  if  any  unfair  advantage  is  taken  by  the  one  over  the  other,  it  will 
in  the  end  be  productive  of  injury  to  both.  I  have  not  only  nay  own  observations  to  guide  rae 
in  this  particular,  but  I  have  the  testimony  of  the  celebrated  Edmund  Burke ;  he  says,  in  his 
Thoughts  on  Scarcity,  'There  is  an  implied  contract  much  stronger  than  any  •  instrument  or 
articie  of  agreement  between  the  labourer,  in  any  occupation,  and  his  employer;  that  the 
labour,  as  far  as  that  labour  is  concerned,  shall  besufficient  to  pay  the  employer  a  profit  on 
his  capital  and  a  compensation  for  his  risk ;  in  a  word,  that  the  labourer  shall  produce  advan- 
tage equal  to  the  payment ;  whatever  is  above  that  is  direct  tax.  In  the  case  of  the  farmer 
and  the  labourer,  their  interest  is  always  the  same ;  it  is  the  interest  of  the  farmer  that  his 
work  should  be  done  with  effect  and  celerity,  and  that  cannot  be  unless  the  labourer  is  well 
fed,  ^nd  otherwise  found  in  such  necessaries  of  animal  life,  according  to  his  habitude,  as  may 
keclp'the  body  in  full  fi^vee,  and  the  mind  gay  and  cheerful;  for  all  the  instruments  of  his 
trade,'  the  labtar  of  man  is  that  on  which  he  has  most  to  rely  for  the  repayment  of  his  capita). 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  farmer  ceases  to  profit  of  the  labour,  and  that  his  capital  is  not 
continually  manured  and  fruptified,  it  is  impossible  that  he  should  continue  that  abundant 
nutriment,  clothing,  and  lodging  proper  for  the  protection  of  the  instruments  he  employs. 
It  is,  therefore,  the  first  and  fundamental  interest  of  the  labourer  that  the  farmer  should  have 
a  full  income  of  profit  on  the  product  of  his  labour.' 

**  I  think  the  Report  will  show  that,  at*  present,  there  is  no  equality  between  the  rate  of 
wages  and  the  cost  of  production,  and  if  I  am  permitted  the  liberty,  I  will  show,  that  without 
equality,  or  something  like  it,  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  cannot  be  carried  on. 

'*  Smith,  in  his  '  Wealth  of  Nations,*  is  suflicient  authority  for  this  assertion,  and  subsequent 
writers  say,  '  nothing  can  be  more  convincing  and  satisfactory  than  his  reasons  on  this  subject. 
The  equality  of  wages  and  profits  has,  since  the  pubUcation  of  his  work,  being  always  assumed 
as  admitted  and  incontestible.'  I  may  also  quote  from  equally  good  authority  in  regard  to  the 
cost  of  production,  regulating  the  principle  of  price,  namely,  *  that  in  certain  branches  of 
industry,  such,  for  example,  as  agriculture,  which  are  liable  to  be  affected  by  variation  of 
seasons,  and  from  which  capital  cannot  be  readily  withdrawn,  there  is  a  somewhat  longer 
interval  dian  others  before  the  market  price  of  produce  and  the  cost  of  production  can  be 
equalized.  But  that  such  equalization  will  be  brought  about  in  the  end  is  certain.  No 
farmer,  and  no  producer  whatever,  will  continue  to  bnng  com  or  other  products  to  market 
unless  they  sell  for  such  a  price  as  will  pay  the  expense  of  their  production,  including  therein 
the  common  and  average  rate  of  profit  on  the  capital  employed.* 

'*  Smith  and  the  Marquis  Garnier,  in  treating  on  the  variations  of  demand  and  supply,  state 
'  that  the  equality  of  wages  and  profits  once  established,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  variations  in  the 
demand  and  supply  of  commodities  can  exert  no  lasting  influence  over  price.  The  cost  of 
production,  the  necessary  or  natural  price  is  the  ultimate  regulator  of  the  value  of  any  com- 
modity not  subject  to  a  monopoly,  and  which  may  be  indefinitely  increased  in  quantity  by  the 
application  of  fresh  capital  and  labour  to  its  production.  That  the  market  price  of  such 
commodities  and  the  cost  do  not  always  coincide  is  certain ;  but  they  cannot,  for  any  consi- 
derable period  be  far  separated,  and  have  a  constant  tendency  to  equality.  It  is  plain  no  man 
will  continue  to  produce  commodities,  if  thev  sell  for  less  than  the  cost  of  production— that 
is,  for  less  than  will  repay  the  outlay  upon  them,  including  the  ordinary  rate  of  profit  on  the 
capital  employed.  A  demand  to  be  effectual  must  be  such  as  will  cover  the  expense  of  pro- 
duction ;  if  it  be  insufficient  to  do  this,  it  cannot  make  commodities  be  produced  and  brought 
to  market.'  These  facts  the  Committee  trust  will  bear  them  out  in  proposing  for  your  con- 
sideration this  item  of  reduction. 

"  The  rest  of  the  proposed  reductions  are  more  easily  managed,  being  within  self-control ; 
hilt  unless  followed  up  with  unremitting  attention,  the  reduction  of  wages  will  go  but  a  very 
little  way  in  bringing  the  cost  of  production  within  the  range  of  affording  the  proprietor  a  fair 
and  equitable  profit ;  for,  from  what  may  be  seen  from  the  abstract  attached  to  the  Report, 
the  sums  of  money  paid  for  wages  are,  beyond  all  belief,  lar^e,  compared  with  the  quantity 
of  produce  made ;  and  I  have  no  h^itation  in  saying  that,  had  the  wages  paid,  high  as  they 
are,  been  judiciously  appropriated,  and  the  quantity  of  work  got  well  done,  a  much  larger 
proportion  of  produce  would  have  been  made,  thereby  lessening  the  expense  of  production  by 
so  much;  at  the  same  time  I  am  free  to  admit  that  it  would  not  be  to  the  extent  of  equalising 
the  rate  of  wages  and  profits.  It  is  therefore,  gentlemen,  with  the  view  of  gaining  this 
desirable  end,  namely,  equalising  the  rate  of  wages, and  profits,  that  I  venture,  incuviduaily,  to 
crave  your  serious  attention  to  two  tbinffs ;  and 'the  first  and  most  essential  is,  to  the  practice  of 
allowing  the  labourers  to  occupy  dwellings  on  estates  without  performing  ordinary  and  steady 
work,  whereby  several  thousand  of  them  are  enabled  to  retire  from  field  work,  to  the  disad- 
vantage of  the  property  ai^d  to  the  injury  of  the  labourers  themselves.  This  practice  cannot  be 
too  much  condemned,  for  it  begets  want,  vice,  and  wretchedness.  In  what  country  do  you  see 
a  day  or  two  days*  work  in  the  fields  sufficient  to  support  an  able  labourer,  and  probably  with 
a  wife  and  family  t  Such  a  thiog  is  unknown  elsewhere,  and  to  those  unacquainted  with  the 
colony  may  appear  an  enighia ;  but  it  is  easily  solved,  vi  hen  it  is  known  that  this  same  labourer 
has  a  house,  free  of  rent,  a  medical  gentleman  to  attend  him  and  his  family  when  sick,  gratis 
and  ground  to  grow  his  provisions  in  when  well,  without  cost.  It,  then,  becomes  rather  a 
wonder  that  such  a  person  should  work  any  at  all.  It  may  be  said,  and.  I  know  that  it  is  said, 
that  if  the  labourers  are  setit  away  from  an  estate  for  not  working  they  will  go  to  another  estate 
and  be  employed  there.    This  of  course  they  will  do,  as  they  have  a  right  to  do ;  but  if  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFFAIRS  OP  BRITISH  GUIANA.  137 

estate  they  go  to  requires  from  them  daily  labour,  they  will  very  soon  return  to  their  old  BRITISH  GUIANA 
homes  and  acquaintances,  and  work  there,  rather  than  among  strangers.    Was  this  course  — 

Senerally  pursued,  you  would  accomplish  more,  and  confer  a  greater  benefit  on  the  country, 
lan  the  value  of  all  the  wages  put  together ;  at  the  same  time  you  would  be  rendering 
essential  service  to  the  present  generation  of  labourers,  especially  the  junior  portion  of  it,  by 
forming  their  habits  to  suit  the  situation  of  life  in  which  it  has  pleased  Providence  to  place 
them.  The  second,  and  next  thing  is,  that  the  work  performed  should  not  only  be  the  fair  and 
regulated  quantum,  but  the  quality  should  be  particularly  attended  to.  This  would  tend 
more  to  increase  the  crops  on  the  same  quantity  of  land  than  many  are  disposed  to  believe. 

**  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion,  if  those  two  simple  and  easily  accomplished  propositions  were 
strictly  adhered  to,  that  the  colony  would  be  put  in  a  comparative  state  of  prosperity,  and  the 
mutual  interests  of  the  employer  and  employed  secured.  Besides,  it  would  have  the  effect  of 
developing  the  value  of  property,  now  nominal,  equalising  the  wages  and  profits,  and  proving 
that  the  cost  of  production  is  the  grand  regulating  principle  of  price." 

Mr.  Sandbach  then  read  the  Report : — 

"  The  Committee,  appointed  at  a  meeting  of  proprietors  and  representatives  of  property, 
held  on  the  6th  of  November,  has  procured  Returns,  in  a  tabular  form,  of  the  current  expenses 
and  quantity  of  sugar  made  upon  sixty  estates  from  the  1st  of  January  to  31st  October,  and 
estimates  of  the  probable  expenses  and  probable  quantity  of  sugar  to  be  made  upon  the  same 
estates  during  the  months  of  November  and  December. 

"  By  these  Returns,  an  abstract  from  which  is  now  laid  before  this  meeting,  it  appears  that 
the  average  cost  of  producing  a  hogshead  of  sugar  upon  sixty  estates,  exclusive  of  interest  on 
capital,  and  extraordinary  expenses,  and  after  deducting  the  value  of  all  other  produce  than 
sugar,  is  98  dollars  81  cents  ;  and  as  among  the  estates  from  which  the  Committee  has  pro- 
cured returns  are  some  from  every  district  in  the  counties  of  Demerara  and  Essequibo^  and 
both  large  and  small  have  been  taken  indiscriminately,  it  may  fairly  be  assumed  that  98  dollars 
81  cents  is  the  average  cost  of  production  of  a  hogshead  of  sugar  throughout  the  two  above- 
named  counties. 

'*  By  the  latest  accounts,  the  average  price  of  Demerara  sugar  in  England  cannot  be  esti- 
mated at  more  than  18/.  per  hogshead,  or,  at  4^.  2d,  to  the  dollar,  86  dollars  40  cents,  nor  is 
there  any  reasonable  prospect  of  the  average  price  ranging  much  higher  in  future. 

"  From  these  data  it  is  evident  that  the  cultivation  ot  sugar,  the  principal  production  of 
British  Guiana,  cannot  be  continued  on  the  present  system,  in  consequence  of  the  excessive  cost 
of  production. 

"  The  Committee,  having  investigated  the  causes  of  this  excessive  cost,  conceives  that  they 
are  principally  the  following,  viz. : — 

"  1st,  The  irregularity  with  which  the  labourers  perform  their  work ;  the  slovenly  and 
imperfect  manner  m  which  the  work  is  performed  ;  and  the  belief  of  the  labourer  that  he  is 
under  no  obligation  to  finish  work  that  he  has  undertaken  and  commenced,  but  that  he  is  at 
liberty,  even  in  the  manufacturing  department,  to  quit  his  woi'k  at  any  moment,  however 
detrimental  his  so  doing  may  prove. 

"  2nd.  The  custom  of  paying  for  less  than  a  full  task,  and  the  circumstance  of  many  labourers 
doing  only  a  few  days  plantation  work  during  a  month,  and  engaging  theniselves  the  greater 
portion  of  their  time  in  other  occupations. 

•*  3rd.  The  practice  of  giving  gratuities  of  provisions,  or  of  selling  them  to  the  labourers 
below  the  cost  or  market  price. 

"  4th.  The  allowing  labourers  to  occupy  apartments  on  estates  when  they  are  not  employed 
in  the  service  of  those  estates. 

*'  5th.  The  absence  of  any  necessity  for  the  labourer  to  make  provision  against  a  time  of 
sickness  or  accident,  from  the  assurance  he  has  of  being,  either  himself  or  his  family,  nursed, 
maintained,  and  attended  to,  under  such  circumstances,  at  the  expense  of  the  estate  on  which 
he  resides. 

''  6th.  The  disproportion  between  the  rate  of  wages  paid  and  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
work  performed. 

"  The  Committee  now  proposes  for  the  consideration  of  this  meeting  the  following  remedies 
for  the  evils  that  have  been  enumerated,  viz. : — 

**  Ist.  That  the  superintendent  in  charge  of  an  estate  should  insist  on  every  labourer  per- 
forming daily  the  full  task  agreed  upon,  and  on  its  being  performed  in  a  proper  and  efficient 
manner ;  and  that  the  labourer  should  be  made  fully  to  understand  that  he  is  accountable  for 
any  injury  or  loss  that  may  be  sustained,  in  consequence  of  his  capriciously  and  suddenly 
quitting  any  work  at  which  he  may  be  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  department.  Tliat  ^the 
labourers  should  commence  work  at  stated  hours. 

**  2nd.  That  no  partial  performance  of  an  agreed  daily  task  should  be  paid  for,  except  in 
cases  of  sickness  or  other  valid  cause. 

**  3rd.  That  the  labourers  who  do  not  regularly  perform  their  agreed  task,  but  engage  them- 
selves in  occupations  unconnected  with  their  employer's  service,  be  at  once  dismissed  from  the 
estate  they  reside  upon. 

*'  4th.  That  no  gratuities  of  any  kind  should  be  given,  nor  should  anything  approaching  to 
the  truck  system  between  employer  and  labourer  be  countenanced. 
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BRITISH  GUIANA  ^p  j^jg  family,  and  to  make  some  provision  for  his  old  age.  The  highest  rates  which  the 
Committee  thinks  can  be  aflTorded  for  the  best  quality  of  labour  is  32  cents  for  a  full  day's  field 
labour,  calculated  upon  the  apprenticeship  tariff  of  seven  and  a  half  hours  ;  and  48  cents  for  a 
day's  labour  in  the  buildings ;  equalization  of  the  wages  for  the  different  kinds  of  field  work. 

"  The  Committee  further  recommends  that  the  practice  of  paying  an  extra  rate  of  wages 
for  extra  work  be  discontinued ;  that  the  labourers  should  work  at  the  buildings  in  tunis, 
because  the  field  labourer  who  may  finish  his  work  early  in  the  day  can  earn  much  more  than 
the  one  who  is  confined  the  whole  day  at  the  buildings ;  that  for  every  day  on  which  any 
labourer  absents  himself  from  work,  or  does  not  perform  his  agreed  task,  he  be  required  to  pay 
two  bitts  for  the  occupancy  of  his  lodging;  that  measures  should  be  taken  to  introduce  into 
the  country  a  sufficient  supply  of  copper  currency,  to  obviate  the  inconvenience  at  present 
existing  from  the  want  of  it. 

"  The  Committee  deprecates  the  use  of  fire  in  facilitating  the  cutting  of  canes,  and  recom- 
mends that,  in  cases  where  it  may  be  resorted  to,  the  price  of  cutting  the  canes  and  relieving 
should  be  reduced  to  25  per  cent,  below  the  rates  current  on  estates  where  fire  is  not  used,  in 
order  to  make  it  the  interest  of  the  labourer  to  avoid  its  use. 

'*  The  Committee  cannot  conclude  this  Report  without  repeating  its  conviction,  that  much  of 
the  present  defalcation  in  crops  is  attributable  to  the  irregularity  with  which  the  labourers 
turn  out  to  work,  and  the  imperfect  manner  in  which  the  work  is  performed ;  both  of  which 
evils  have  arisen  from  an  apprehension,  on  the  part  of  those  in  charge  of  estates,  that  the 
labourers  would  leave  them  if  required  strictly  to  do  their  duty.  The  remedy  for  these  evils 
lies  in  the  hands  of  every  manager  of  an  estate,  and  the  Committee  earnestly  recommends  that 
the  proprietors  and  representatives  should  require  from  the  managers  the  most  rigorous 
attention  to  the  quality  of  the  work  performed  in  the  field,  the  neglect  of  which,  of  late  years, 
cannot  be  denied,  and  should  insist  upon  every  labourer  working  regularly  and  daily.  The 
Committee  would  observe,  without,  however,  venturing  to  offer  any  recommendation  on  a 
subject  which  it  regards  as  matter  of  private  arrangement,  that  the  general  rates  of  salaries 
throughout  the  country  are  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  diminished  returns  of  estates." 

Additional  recommendation  appended  to  this  Report,  in  accordance  with  the  resolution 
moved  by  Mr.  Laud  at  the  meeting  held  this  day  of  December,  1841 : — 

*'  The  Committee  is  of  opinion,  that  the  great  encouragement  given  to  task-gangs  since  the 
1st  August,  1838,  and  the  high  rates  of  wages  paid  to  them,  have  been  very  injurious  to  the 
general  prosperity  of  the  country,  by  rendering  the  labourers  unsettled  in  their  habits  and 
dissatisfied  with  regular  employment.  It  is,  therefore,  recommended  that  the  services  of  task 
gangs  should  be  dispensed  with  as  much  as  possible,  and  that,  where  they  are  employed,  they 
should  only  be  paid  the  same  rates  of  wages  as  the  regular  labourers  on  the  estates." 

(Signed)  Michael  M*Turk,  Chairman, 

Sir  Michael  M'Turk. — Those  had  been  the  labours  of  the  Committee.* 

*  The  Commrttee  consisted  of  the  following  gentlemen.  Sir  Michael  M^Turk,  Messrs.  Rose,  SimsoB, 
Macrae,  Jones,  Carbery,  Sandbach,  and  Glen. 

Statevsnt  of  the  actual  Expenses  and  Retrnms, 


. 

From  1st  January  to  Slst  October,  1841. 

Labour. 

Salaries 

Taxes,  1840. 

Ikptaws. 

Total. 

MolMNS. 

Ran. 

Other 

Total. 

Difference 

between 

Revenue  and 

Expense. 

Crop. 

Cost  per 
Hogshead. 

Dols.     cii. 
535,486  41 

Dols.    cts. 
162,515  5 

DuU.    cts. 
64,387  76 

Dols.   cts. 
329,086  41 

Dols.      cU. 
1,091,455  63 

Dols.   cts. 
89,842  78 

Dols.   cU. 

117,873  37 

Dols.  cts. 
9,580  16 

DoL     cts. 
217,296  31 

Dols.     cts. 
874,159  32 

DoW 

6,972 

Do1s.cti. 
125    38 

Statbmbnt  of  probable  Expenses  and  Returns, 


From  1st  November  to  31st  December,  1841. 

From  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1841. 

Expenses. 

Molasses. 

Rimi. 

Other 
ReTenue. 

ToUl. 

Crop. 

Total  Expeaee. 

Total 
ReTenue. 

Difference 

between 

Expense  and 

Revenue. 

Total 
Sugar  Crop. 

Rate 

per 

Hogshead. 

Dols.    cU. 
204,222  98 

Dols.  cts. 
26,887  63 

Dols.  cts. 
65,987  8 

Dols. 
2.002 

Dols.  cts. 
94,876  71 

Dols. 
2,981 

Dols.     cts. 
1,295,678  61 

Dols.  cts. 
312,171  2 

J>ols.    cts. 
983,507  59 

Dols. 
9,953 

Dols.   cts. 

98      81 

N.B. — Independently  of  the  above  ordinary  expenses,  there  has  been  expended  this  year,  in  building  cottages  or  other  extraordinaries,  the  sum  of 

174,324  dollars  62  cents  upon  the  above  sixty  estates. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFFAIRS  OP  BRITISH  GUIANA.  139 

Sir,  Government  Secretary'g  OflSce,  Demerara,  December  2,  1841.       BRITISH  GUIANA 

I  DID  not  fkil  immediately  to  lay  before  the  Grovemor  the  documents  which  to-day  you 
did  me  the  honour  of  handing  to  me  for  that  purpose,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  a  public 
meeting  held  yesterday  of  planters  and  others  interested  in  property  in  British  Guiana. 

His  Excellency  desires  me  to  assure  the  meeting,  through  you  as  their  chairman,  that 
those  papers,  exhibiting  the  average  results  of  the  cultivation  of  nearly  one-third  of  the  sugar 
estates  in  two  counties  of  the  colony,  have  been  perused  with  great  attention  and  much 
interest 

It  is  evident  tliat  no  object  can  possibly  be  of  more  consequence  to  the  proprietors  of  sugar 
estates  than  to  devise  means  whereby  their  crops  may  be  produced  for  exportation  of  a  good 
quality  and  at  an  expense  which  will  leave  to  them,  in  reference  to  the  prices  of  the  home 
market,  a  fair  remunerating  profit. 

To  increase  production  and  to  reduce  its  cost  are  legitimate  and  customary  objects  of 
study  to  agriculturists  all  over  the  world ;  but  it  very  reasonably  seems  in  a  more  especial 
manner,  in  these  days,  to  be  of  the  most  pressing  importance  to  West  India  sugar  planters, 
that  their  staple  should  in  future  as  constantly  rival  in  lowness  of  price,  as  it  has  hitherto 
invariably  excelled  in  quality,  the  like  produce  raised  in  other  parts  ol  the  world. 

Differences  of  opinion,  of  which  the  meeting  here  referred  to  was  not  without  instances, 
must  necessarily  prevail  as  to  the  mode  of  attaining  this  most  desirable  object ;  nor  indeed 
without  such  differences,  and  without  the  actual  experiment  consequent  thereon,  of  various 
systems  of  cultivation  and  various  changes  in  the  economy  of  plantations^  is  it  probable  that 
tne  object  would  have  a  fair  chance  of  being  attained  at  all. 

Under  this  view  of  the  question  his  Excellency  is  of  opinion  that  combinations  of  planters 
will  end  in  disappointment  whenever  formed  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  of  communi- 
cating information  respecting  agriculture;  stimulating  industry  by  premiums;  liberally 
rewarding  the  invention  or  new  application  of  machinery  in  substitution  of  manual  labour ; 
and  other  similar  objects  to  which  exclusively  agricultural  societies  in  the  mother  country 
usually  direct  their  attention  and  appropriate  their  funds. 

One  of  the  principal  causes  assigned  by  the  meeting  for  the  diminished  production  which 
has  occasioned  an  average  excess  of  expense  over  profit  on  the  estates  to  which  their  resolu- 
tions refer.,  is  the  insufficient  quantity,  the  defective  quality,  the  irregularity  of  the  work 
performed. 

This  evil  appears  to  have  originated  in  the  doubts  of  managers  and  others  in  charge  of 
estates,  that  the  labourers  would  remain  on  the  property  if  nmch  exactness  was  required  from 
them  in  these  particulars.  Happily  for  the  country,  and  creditably  to  the  steady  habits  and 
to  the  strength  of  the  local  attachments  of  the  labourers,  time  has  dissipated  this  apprehen- 
sion, and  that  it  never  was  very  formidable  in  the  Governor's  opinion  may  be  seen  on  reference 
to  various  of  his  Excellency's  addresses  to  the  legislature,  and  more  especially  to  that  of  which 
an  extract  is  annexed. 

His  Excellency  has  directed  that  instructions  be  given  to  the  stipendiary  magistrates,  in 
cases  where  the  payment  of  wages  shall  be  disputed  on  the  score  of  work  imperfectly  per- 
formed, to  impress  on  the  labourer  that  the  natural  and  just  purport  of  an  agreement  to 
perform  specific  work  is,  that  the  work  be  performed  in  an  efficient  and  workmanlike  manner, 
and  that  it  will  always  be  his  duty  either  personally  to  examine  or  to  take  impartial  evidence 
as  to  this  very  essential  point.  In  order,  however,  to  obviate  the  dissatisfaction  which  would 
most  probably  arise  if  an  objection  of  this  nature  should  be  taken  after  any  long  interval  of 
time,  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  claims  for  wages  should  be  adjusted  at  least  once  a- week, 
whatever  may  be  the  period  fixed  for  their  payment. 

Upon  the  question  of  the  tenantcy  of  cottages  his  Excellency  observes  with  great  regret, 
that  several  of  the  gentlemen  at  the  meeting  are  apparently  inclined  to  depart  from  the  wise 
principle  which  is  so  clearly  laid  down  in  tJie  memorial,  suggesting  an  ordinance  for  the  more 
speedy  recovery  of  rent,  &c.,  which  they  subscribed  and  addressed  to  the  Governor  a  few  weeks 
past,  viz.,  that  the  questions  of  rent  and  labour  should  be  kept  wholly  distinct  and  separate. 

It  would  also  have  been  noore  satisfactory  to  the  Governor  if  the  meeting  had  disposed  of 
the  question  of  the  wages  of  labour  in  the  same  terms  as  they  treated  the  expediency  of 
reducing  the  general  rates  of  salaries,  for  it  is  evident  that  both  are  equally  matters  of  private 
arrangement. 

Wages  can  never  be  made  the  subject  of  a  public  general  agreement  with  the  slightest 
prospect  of  permanent  or  uniform  adoption,  or  with  any  other  result  than  that  the  attempt 
may  possibly  prove  worse  than  useless. 

His  Excellency  will  not  fail  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  meeting  tnat  a  supply  of  copper  currency  be  introduced  into  the  colony. 

In  conclusion  his  Excellency  desires  me  to  assure  you  and  the  gentlemen  who  composed  the 
meeting,  that  although  strongly  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  whatever  remedies  are 
applicable  to  the  state  of  things  described  in  their  report  are  chiefly  in  their  own  power,  it 
will  nevertheless  ever  be  his  anxious  wish  to  afford  them  in  their  difficulties  any  assistance 
which  it  may  be  competent  to  the  executive  or  the  legislature  to  render,  and  that  it  will  give 
him  great  satisfaction  to  witness  the  success  of  their  efforts  to  improve  the  internal  economy  of 
their  plantations. 

Sir  Michael  M'Turk,  I  have,  &c., 

&c.     &c.     &c.  (Signed)  IL  E,  F.  Young,  Go^remment  Secretary. 

(True  Copy.)  ^ 

H.  E.  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary. 
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BRITISH  GUIANA  (Extract.) 

Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy  of  the  Colony  of 
British  Guiana,  combined  with  the  Financial  Representatives  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  said  Colony,  at  its  Annual  Assembly,  held  at  the  Guiana  Public  Buildings, 
Georgetown,  IDemerara. 

Tuesday,  19th  February,  1839. 
I  am  disposed  to  believe  the  proprietors  have  still  the  power,  under  a  legitimate  under- 
standing, to  which  the  planters  should  rigidly  adhere,  of  checking  the  idleness  of  which  there 
is  complaint.  It  has  been  successfully  adopted  on  one  estate,  if  general  it  would  assuredly 
remedy  the  evil,  provided  every  justice  was  afforded  to  the  industrious.  I  speak  in  the 
interest  of  the  whole  labouring  population.  An  idle  labourer  ought  not  to  be  kept  on  an 
estate ;  he  ought  not  to  be  received  on  any  ;  there  ought  to  be  an  unanimous  resolve  to  abstain 
from  the  employment  of  any  man  who,  under  no  bodily  infirmity,  does  not  perform  the  usual 
labour  of  the  estate  to  the  extent  customary  previous  to  the  1st  of  August.  I  defy  the  most 
enthusiastic,  false  or  true  philanthropist,  to  say  that  a  day's  labour  which  may  be  completed 
in  five  or  six  hours,  or  even  in  less  time,  is  an  oppressive  demand  on  the  labourer,  paid  as  he 
is,  and  favoured  as  he  is  almost  universally  with  other  privileges,  which  place  him  far  above 
the  condition  of  the  labourer  in  Europe.  The  freedom  which  leads  to  the  mere  supply  of  the 
common  calls  of  hunger  will  never  raise  the  descendant  of  Africa  in  the  scale  of  human 
beings,  which  the  friends  of  freedom  so  much  desire. 

(True  Extract.) 
H.  E.  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary. 


(No.  50.)  No.  60. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Stanley  to  Governor  Light. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  7th  February,  1842. 

No.  60.  I  HAVE  received  your  Despatches,  Nos.  168,  160,  and  166,  of  the  23rd 

and  30th  November,  and  4th  December  last,  on  the  subject  of  the  agricultural 
prospects  of  the  colony  under  your  government,  and  forwarding  the  printed  copy 
of  a  report  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  and  representatives  of  estates  in 
the  colony,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  reply  which  was  given  by  your  directions 
to  the  chairman  of  the  meeting,  and  of  which  I  have  to  signify  to  you  my  approval. 
It  is,  however,  with  great  regret,  that  I  receive  accounts  tending  to  show  the 
diminished  and  diminishing  exports  of  the  staple  article  of  the  colony,  and  the  con- 
sequent distress  in  which  many  of  the  planters  must  be  involved  ;  a  regret  which 
is  the  greater,  because  I  fear  that  the  interposition  of  Government  can  do  little  to 
remedy  the  evil. 

When  the  demand  for  labour  is  so  urgent,  and  the  consequent  facilities  for 
obtaining  money  so  great,  it  is  natural  to  expect  that  any  conceivable  amount  of 
immigration  can  have  but  a  very  partial  effect  in  reducing  the  rate  of  wages.  The 
successive  immigrants  can  hardly  do  more  than  replace  those  whom  the  acquisition 
of  property  and  its  investment  in  freehold  lands  withdraws  in  a  great  measure 
from  the  market  of  labour  to  be  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  sugar.  I  concur 
in  your  opinion  that  more  effectual  remedies  are  to  be  looked  to  in  the 
adoption  of  a  less  expensive  system  of  management,  and  in  the  introduction  to  as 
great  an  extent  as  practicable  of  substitutes  for  manual  labour.  I  cannot  think 
that  it  is  desirable  to  attempt  to  enforce  labour  by  penalties  in  the  shape  of  rent  to 
be  exacted  only  in  the  event  of  its  non-performance ;  and  I  think  universal  expe- 
rience has  shown  that  those  properties  have  prospered  most  where  the  two  ques- 
tions of  rent  and  labour  have  been  kept  wholly  distinct.  Experience  has  shown, 
what  reason  would  anticipate,  that  the  industry  of  the  negro,  like  that  of  all  man- 
kind, is  drawn  out  just  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  interest  which  he  has  in  the 
produce  of  his  labour ;  and  although  I  have  great  hesitation  in  offering  any  sug- 
gestion on  such  subjects,  I  cannot  but  add  that  it  appears  to  me  probable  that  no 
inconsiderable  success  might  attend  the  introduction  into  Demerara  of  the  metairie 
system,  which  it  appears  has  been  tried  with  good  results  in  St.  Lucia,  and  has 
recently,  though  very  partially,  been  attempted  in  Trinidad.  The  labourer  is  thus 
practically  raised  to  the  condition  of  a  small  farmer,  paying  rent  in  the  shape  of 
a  definite  proportion  of  the  produce,  while  the  remainder,  increased  or  diminished 
in  proportion  to  his  industry,  serves  to  identify  his  interests  with  those  of  his 
employer.  T  make  this  suggestion  because  I  am  most  anxious  that  no  measure 
should  be  overlooked  which  might  tend  to  arrest  the  decline  in  the  amount  of 
exportable  produce,  and  iigive  to  the  *  mass  of  the  population  an  interest  in  its 
augmentation.     But  although  I  see  with  regret  the  continued  depression  of  the 
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planters  of  Demerara,  it  is  impossible  to  read  your  reports  (and  those  from  the  West  BRITISH  guiana 
Indian  colonies  generally),  without  acknowledging  with  satisfaction  and  thankful-  "" 

ness  the  happy  accomplishment  of  the  primary  objects  of  the  great  measure  of 
negro  emancipation,  in  the  unvarying  testimony  borne,  and  nowhere  more 
strikingly  than  in  British  Guiana,  not  only  to  the  physical  comfort  and  prosperity 
of  the  negro  population,  but  to  the  far  more  important  facts  of  the  rapid  improve- 
ment in  their  social,  moral,  and  religious  condition.  Your  Despatch,  No.  177, 
is  only  one  of  many  which  furnish  most  gratifying  proofs  that  in  all  these  respects 
the  negro  population  as  a  body  have  vindicated  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of 
their  advocates,  and  have  honourably  silenced  the  prejudices  of  those  who  were 
disposed  to  deny  their  capacity  for  elevating  themselves  above  a  very  low  scale  in 
the  great  human  family. 

I  have,  &c. 
Governor  Light,  (Signed)  STANLEY. 

&c.       &c.  _..____-__ 

(No.  161.)  No.  61. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  30th  November,  1841. 

The  steamer  Venezuela,  purchased  by  the  colony  at  the  beginning  of  this         No.  61. 
year,  was,  on  its  return  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  sent  by  orders  of  the  Court  of  Policy 
to  make  a  tour  of  the  islands  to  bring  back  such  persons  as  were  disposed  to 
emigrate  to  this  province. 

Having  no  agents  in  the  islands,  I  thought  it  right  to  allow  Mr.  Hackett,  the 
Agent-general,  to  embark  on  board  tlie  Venezuela,  that  information  might  be 
obtained  as  to  the  probability  of  any  great  prospect  of  emigration  from  the 
islands. 

His  voyage  was  not  a  successful  one ;  much  and  perhaps  natural  opposition  was 
made  to  the  object  of  his  voyage.  His  report,  which  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit, 
will  best  show  what  was  the  nature  of  the  opposition. 

I  have  always  been  opposed  to  any  attempt  to  seduce  the  labourers  froin  the 
islands,  where  their  industry  was  of  value ;  but  in  Nevis,  Montserrat,  and  Anguilla^ 
there  is  neither  labour  nor  hire,  and  to  those  quarters  Mr.  Hackett  was  desired  to 
turn  his  attention.  From  those  quarters,  as  well  as  from  St.  Kitts,  this  colony  is 
constantly  receiving  an  influx  of  labourers,  but  local  impediments  were  adverse  to 
the  successful  voyage  of  the  Venezuela. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley,  (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.         &c.         &c. 

Enclosure  in  No.  61. 

Report  of  the  Agent-General  on  the  Prospects  of  Emigration  from  the  Antilles  to  British     End.  in  No.  61. 

Guiana. 

Sir,  Office  of  the  Agent-General  for  Immigration,  November  19,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and 
the  Honourable  the  Committee  of  Immigration,  my  return  with  the  Venezuela  steamer,  from  a 
tour  through  that  portion  of  the  West  India  Islands  recommended  by  the  committee,  and 
having  for  its  object  the  double  purpose  of  affording  an  immediate  free  passage  to  emigrants 
by  the  return  of  the  vessel  hither,  and  also  to  make  the  most  advantageous  arrangements  for 
the  future  operations  of  the  steamer  in  the  conveyance  of  labourers  to  this  colony. 

With  reference  to  the  first  part  of  this  service,  I  regret  very  much  to  state  that,  from  circum- 
stances the  most  vexatious  and  embarrassing,  and  over  which  I  had  no  control,  my  endeavours 
have  not  met  with  that  success  which  I  could  wish,  having  returned  with  only  25  emigrants  on 
board ;  but,  as  regards  the  latter,  I  feel  justified  in  anticipating  a  much  more  favourable  result, 
providing  his  Excellency  may  deem  it  advisable  to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  have  the 
effect  of  removing  the  existing  obstacles  to  emigration,  and  which  are  now  depriving  the  labour- 
ing classes  of  these  islands  of  their  rights  and  liberties  as  free  men. 

In  accordance  with  my  instructions,  I  first  proceeded  with  the  vessel  to  the  island  pf  Nevis 
(the  station  of  our  late  emigration  agent,  Mr.  Nicholson),  it  having  been  supposed,  from  the 
tenor  of  that  gentleman's  correspondence,  that  a  considerable  number  of  labourers  had  been 
engaged  by  him,  and  might  still  be  desirous  of  a  passage  hither ;  it  proved,  however,  that 
from  the  want  of  conveyances  at  the  time,  that  they  had  gone  to  Trinidad.  Having  arrived, 
and  sent  notices  through  the  island,  several  applications  were  made  for  passage,  and  the  names 
of  the  parties  enrolled  ;  and  upon  conferring  with  Dr.  Nicholson  (the  late  agent's  brother)  it 
appeared  most  advisable  that  I  should  proceed  towards  Anguilla,  touching  at  St.  Kitts,  to 
make  similar  arrangements  there,  engage  coals,  &c.,  and  call  at  both  islands  on  my  return  for 
such  labourers  as  could  get  ready  during  the  interim. 
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BRIfttlH  GCJIANA       We  proceeded  acoordiagly  to  St.  Kitts,  after  a  stay  of  about  three  days  at  Nevis ;  eogajifed 
"""^  50  hogsheads  of  coals  there,  and  having  sent  a  number  of  placards  into  the  country,  to  apprise 

the  labourers  of  our  arrival,  &c..  the  intended  time  of  our  return,  and  enrolling  several  names, 
left  the  island,  after  two  days'  stay,  with  the  hope  of  some  success  on  our  return. 

I  found  the  condition  of  the  people  of  Anguilla  fully  justifying  the  most  unfavourable  reports 
which  had  previously  been  made  respecting  them ;  miserably  lodged  in  grass  huts,  scarcely 
affording  them  a  shelter,  and  very  scantily  clothed  and  fed.  Many  of  them  informed  me  that 
from  a  bit  to  a  bit  and  a  half  was  tlie  most  that  an  able  field  labourer  could  get  for  a  day's 
work,  without  any  other  allowance,  and  even  that  sum,  in  most  instances,  was  but  nominal,  as 
they  could  not  get  it  (if  at  all)  for  months  after  due.  There  appeared  to  be  a  general  wish 
among  them  to  come  to  British  Guiana,  but  they  said  that  the  present  time  was  inccmvenient, 
as  they  were  unwilling  to  abandon  their  crops  of  ground  provisions,  &c.,  then  in  a  state  of 
forwardness,  besides  their  salt,  which  they  had  just  gathered;  but  that  many  of  them  would 
be  ready  shortly  after  Christmas,  could  an  opportunity  then  be  afforded  them  of  going  to 
British  Guiana. ' 

The  president  of  the  island.  Major  Graeme,  upon  whom  I  waited,  appeared  to  ieel  fiilly 
satisfied  of  the  advantages  which  the  people  would  derive  by  calling  here,  and  expressed^  in 
the  presence  of  the  stipendiary  magistrate,  his  intention  of  throwing  no  obstacles  in  their  way. 
I  remained  at  Anguilla  about  three  days,  in  the  expectation  that  some  of  the  people  would 
still  come  with  me,  but  for  the  reasons  already  given,  which  appeared  to  be  general,  they  did 
not  do  so.  We,  therefore,  came  away  on  the  fourth  day,  bringing  only  one  family  of  four 
persons  with  us. 

On  returning  to  St.  Kitts,  we  proceeded  immediately  to  take  the  coals  on  board ;  and  that 
I  might  not  be  charged  with  disrespect  to  the  authorities,  I  called  on  the  officer  who  admin- 
istered the  Government,  the  Honourable  Mr.  Crook,  President  of  the  Council.  My  reception 
was  cold  and  repulsive,  and  the  conversation  which  followed  sufficiently  proved  bow  little  favour 
I  had  to  expect  in  that  quarter,  as  it  ended  in  a  threat  to  seize  the  vessel,  because  coals  had 
been  purchased  for  her  previous  to  bond  being  given  at  the  Colonial  Secretary's  office ;  and  a 
strong  expression  of  his  determination  to  allow  no  person  to  leave  the  island  until  all  the  forms 
required  by  law  had  been  fully  complied  with. 

We  waited  a  few  days,  in  the  expectation  of  the  labourers  coming  whose  names  had  been 
enrolled ;  only  a  few  of  them,  however,  came,  and  said  that  false  accounts  had  been  made  out 
against  them  for  moneys  which  they  did  not  owe,  in  order  to  prevent  their  going  away,  but 
that  they  would  follow  the  vessel  over  to  Nevis,  and  proceed  with  us  from  thence;  and  that 
the  others,  who  also  intended  coming,  were  deterred  from  doing  so,  owing  to  a  report  which 
had  been  circulated  that  the  steamer  would  not  take  them  to  Demerara,  but  to  some  remote 
part  of  the  colony. 

We  now  proceeded  again  to  Nevis,  in  the  expectation  of  better  success,  and  also  with  the  in- 
tention of  remaining  there  as  many  days  as  would  enable  us  to  ^o  direct  to  Barbados,  inde- 
pendently of  the  quarantine  regulations,  for  I  hud  written  to  Mr.  Gill,  of  that  island,  from 
Anguilla,  apprizing  him  of  my  intention,  and  requesting  his  assistance  in  procuring  laboureia 
for  me,  sending  him  at  the  same  time  a  number  of  printed  bills  for  circulation. 

It  is  almost  needless  to  say  the  mortification  I  experienced  on  returning  to  Nevis  to  find 
that  the  infamous  falsehood  respecting  the  steamer's  destination  had  been  circulated  there  also 
during  my  absence.  This  report  was  said  to  have  emanated  from  some  of  the  small  emigrant 
vessels  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  passengers  for  themselves,  and  so  effectually  did  it  suc- 
ceed, that  every  assurance  which  I  could  give  to  the  contrary  failed  to  remove  the  impression  ; 
and  after  remaining  a  week  in  fi'uitless  endeavours  to  procure  people,  I  was  ultimately  obliged 
to  come  away  with  only  two  from  the  islands  one  of  whom,  John  Richardson,  a  person  of  much 
influence  among  the  labourers,  both  at  Nevis  and  Anguilla,  I  have  brought  for  the  purpose 
of  seeing  the  colony,  and  of  bearing  testimony,  on  his  return,  of  circumstances  relative  to  it,  and 
of  the  imposition  which  had  been  practised  upon  those  intending  emigration  left  behind. 

Previous  to  leaving  Nevis,  a  person  arrived  from  Montserrat  and  stated  that  16  labourers 
were  ready  there  to  embark  for  Demerara.  It  being  but  little  out  of  the  way,  and  feeling  every 
unwillingness  to  return  home  with  an  empty  vessel,  1  determined  at  once  to  call  for  them. 
The  appearance  of  the  steamer  at  the  island  next  morning  appeared  to  excite  a  great  deal  of 
interest  and  curiosity  among  the  people ;  the  shores  were  crowded  with  spectators.  I  went 
ashore  and  found  a  great  many  of  the  working  population  desirous  of  emigrating  to  Demerara. 
I  had  the  vessel  brought  to  anchor,  and  despatched  messengers  into  the  country  to  announce 
our  arrival,  &e. ;  in  less  than  three  days  nearly  60  names  were  enrolled,  almost  all  field 
labourers,  and  ready  at  ouce  to  go  on  board ;  security,  however,  had  first  to  be  given  at  the 
Colonial  Secretary's  office,  but  no  one  could  be  found  to  sign  the  bond.  In  vain  were  every 
means  resorted  to  for  five  days  before  an  eligible  bondsman  could  be  got,  until  Mr.  Robert 
Dyett,  to  relieve  me  from  my  embarrassment,  kindly  offered  to  be  security ;  another  freeholder 
was  still,  however,  to  be  found,  which  caused  a  further  delay  of  three  days  more.  This  obsta- 
cle at  length  surnaounted,  the  people  commenced  embarking,  but  were  soon  again  stopped  by 
large  demands  made  upon  them,  some  as  high  as  40  dollars,  and  although  they  declared 
they  owed  no  such  debts,  the  object,  which  was  to  stop  them,  was  equally  accomplished, 
leaving  me  no  alternative  but  that  of  putting  them  ashore  again,  which  was  done  with  the  ex- 
,  ception  of  fifteen  only,  whom  we  brought  away. 

I  gave  Mr.  Dyett  a  ffuaiantee  on  behalf  of  the  colony,  indmnnifying  him  against  any  loss  as 
bondsman  for  the  veseeT. 

Touched  at  Martinique  for  passengers,  and  proceeded  to  Barbados,  where,  finding  that  no 
labouier»  were  prepared  to  embark,  left  the  island  after  two  days*  stay,  and  arrived  here  on 
Saturday  the  6th  instant. 
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From  the  foregoing  statement  it  will  appear  obvious,  that  until  some  arrangement  shall  BRITISH  GUIANA 
have  been  made  to  anord  legal  facilities  to  the  labourers  of  these  islands  to  emigrate  by  the  "■■*" 

appointment  of  respectable  resident  agents,  or  the  removal  by  Government  of  those  local 
obstacles,  and  much  abused  forms  of  law,  by  which  a  great  portion  of  the  labouring  popula- 
tion are  virtually  held  in  bondage,  it  can  answer  no  useful  purpose  to  send  the  steamer  tliefe 
again. 

The  islands  from  which  the  labourers  appeared  most  desirous  of  emigrating  are  Nevis,  An- 
guiUa,  and  Montserrat,  comprising  together  a  population'of  about  16,000.  At  the  latter  island 
mrticularly  there  appeared  to  be  but  one  wish  and  one  intention  expressed,  that  of  coming  to 
British  Guiana  whenever  they  might  have  the  power  to  do  so. 

Emigration  from  the  Antilles  to  Trinidad  seemed  not  only  to  have  entirely  ceased,  but  a 
re-action  to  have  taken  place ;  several  vessels  having  arrived  at  the  islands  where  we  were,  with 
TOtuming  emigrants,  most  of  whom  were  invalids  who  complained  much  of  the  unheahhiness 
of  the  country  (Naparima  district),  and  gave  that  and  the  reduced  rate  of  wages,  &c.,  as  their 
reasons  for  not  remaining  there. 

A  gentleman  who  arrived  by  one  of  these  vessels  at  Montserrat,  informed  me  that  great  dis- 
satisfaction prevailed  among  the  emigrants  when  he  came  away,  and  thai  a  large  portion  of 
them  were  wishing  to  go  to  Demerara. 

The  amount  of  disbursements  on  account  of  the  steamer  during  this  tour  has  not  exceeded 
1200  dollars,  the  greater  part  of  which  has  been  for  coals,  (50  hhds.  at  St.  Kitts,  and  40  at 
Montserrat,)  a  detailed  statement  of  all  which,  with  vouchers,  will  be  laid  over,  in  reference  to 
which  I  beg  to  add,  that  the  strictest  economy  has  been  observed,  and  fuel  always  saved  when 
the  vessel  could  be  propelled  under  canvas  alone. 

I  am,  &c., 
(Signed)  James  Hackett,  Agent-General  for  Immigration. 

The  Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young, 
&c.       &c.      &c. 

(No.  162.)  No.  62. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley. 

My  Lord,  Govemnaent  House,  Demerara,  November  30,  1841. 

I  HAD  the  honour  of  stating  to  your  Lordship  in  my  Despatch,  No.  No.  62. 

149,  date  8th  November,  that  I  had  received  a  communication  from  the        Pageiis. 
British  Consul  at  the  Havannah,  and  I  transmitted  copy  of  my  reply. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  your  Lordship,  that  the  Venezuela  steamer 
was  despatched  on  the  26th  instant  to  the  Havannah,  with  a  letter  to  the 
Consul,  of  which  I  transmit  copy. 

I  nave  &c 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley,  (Signed)  '  HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  62. 

Sir,  Guiana  Puhlic  Buildings,  16th  November,  1841. 

Referring  to  the  communication  which  I  had  the  honour  of  addressing  to  you,  by  End.  in  No.  62. 
desire  of  his  Excellency  Governor  Light,  in  reply  to  your  letters  of  4th  September,  I  beg  to 
enclose  a  duplicate  thereof,  and  to  acquaint  you  that  the  steamer  Venezuela,  Atkinson,  master, 
belonging  to  the  local  Government  of  this  colony,  is  now  despatched  to  convey  such  liberated 
Africans  as  may  be  desirous  of  agricultural  employment  in  British  Guiana,  and  as  you  may 
feel  yourself  authorised  to  send  hither. 

I  have,  &c. 
D.  TumbuU,  Esq.  (Signed)  H.  E.  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary. 

&c        &c 

(A  true  Copy.) 
W.  B.  WoLSELEY,  Assistant  Government  Secretary. 


(No.  168.)  No.  63. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  frona  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  December  11,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  the  accompanying  j^o.  63. 

letter  from  Mr.  Rose,  member  of  the  Court  of  Policy,  with  a  petition  signed 
by  upwards  of  950  persons,  praying  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  would 
be  pleased  to  sanction  an  ordinance  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  on  loan  on  the 
security  of  the  revenue  of  the  colony,  to  be  applied  to  the  encouragement  of 
the  immigration  of  unindentured  labourers. 
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Having  given  my  opinions  on  this  subject,  I  shall  not  repeat  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  copy  of  the  account  of  money  expended  for 
emigration  purposes  to  the  9th  instant,  and  of  the  sums  voted  for  the  same 
in  1841. 

I  have  also  the  honour  to  forvirard  statement  of  the  number  of  persons 
introduced  into  this  colony  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  since  my  proclama- 
tion, giving  effect  to  the  ordinance  passed  by  Sir  Henry  M*Leod  for  the  in- 
troduction of  emigrants:  of  these  one-half  are  from  Madeira,  which  source 
will  cease  on  1st  March  next. 

It  is  for  your  Lordship  to  decide  whether  a  greater  influx  than  that  of  the 
present  year  is  likely  to  be  obtained  in  1842,  or  whether  it  be  adviseable  to 
promote  a  simultaneous  introduction  of  a  much  larger  number  than  have 
arrived,  at  the  price  of  mortgaging  the  general  revenues  of  the  colony  for 
many  successive  years,  to  pay  interest  and  sinking  fund  at  the  rate  of  l]OfiOOl. 
to  35,000/.  sterling  per  annum,  very  little  less  than  the  sum  actually  expended 
this  year  for  the  introduction  of  upwards  of  7000  persons. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley,  (Signed)  '  HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


Enclosure  l,in  No.  63. 

Immigration  Office,  December  24th,  1841. 

r,    ,  ,  .    1.T    .  RspOBT  of  Immigrants  into  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana  from  the  18th  February  to  the 

EDcl.l,»nNo.63.  8  30th  November,  1841.  ' 


Where  from. 

Adults. 

Under  14 

and 

oTer  7  Yean. 

Under 
7  Years. 

Total 

Grand 
TotaL 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Madeira     •     .     .     . 
Weit  India  Islaods    . 
Sierra  Leone  •     •     . 
Rio  de  Janeiro      •     • 

WestlndUIsUnds   . 
Rio  de  Janeiro      .     • 

1,199 

1,337 

277 

88 

331 

1,060 

554 

94 

57 

66 
Not 

424 

101 

6 

84 

12 
jet  cl 

420 

67 

7 

70 

9 
a.sed. 

401 
98 
12 

18 

356 
90 

8 

• . 

9 

2,024 
1,536 

•295 
172 

361 
232 

1,836 
711 
109 
127 

84 
147 

3,860 

2,247 

404 

299 

445 
379 

lundedatthePortofDe- 
1     merara. 

)  Landed  at  the  Port  of  Btr* 
j     bioe. 

Total  number  arrived 

2,901 

1,765 

615 

564 

511 

454 

4,620 

3,014 

7,634 

Governor  Light, 
&c.    &c. 


Jambs  Hackett,  Agent-Qeneral  for  Immigration. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  63. 

EncL  2,  in  No.  63.    Extract  from   Receiver-Generars   statement  of    money  voted    and  paid    for    emigration 

purposes. 

Recapitulation. 

Dolrs.    Cents.  Dolrs.        Cents. 

Money  voted  for  immigration  purposes.  Anno,  1841      .     404.000     0 
Expended 189,352     5 


X39.034. 


£44,712. 


Balance  left 
Money  voted  for  purchase  of  steamers         •          .          .       72,000    0 
Expended 48,000    0 

Balance  left 


214,647    91 


£49,718. 


24.000 

Total  unexpended       .         .  238,647    0 

(Signed)  M.  J.  Retemeyer,  Colonial  Receiver-General. 

Guiana  Public  Buildings,  9th  December,  1841. 

(True  Copy.) 
Henry  Light. 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  63. 

My  Lord,  Demerara,  6th  December,  1841. 

End.  3,  in  No.  63,  1  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordships  consideration  a  memorial  signed  by 

upwards  of  950  persons,  inhabitants  of  British  Guiana,   of  all  classes,  praying  that  Her 
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Majesty*8  Government  will  be  pleased  to  sanction  the  passing  of  an  Ordinance  by  the  Court  of  BRITISH  GUIANA 
Policy,  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  on  loan  on  the  security  of  the  revenue  of  the  coloDy>  to  be  ""*■ 

applied  to  the  encouragement  of  the  immigration  of  unindentured  labourers. 

The  documents,  which  accompany  the  memorial,  will  explain  to  your  Lordship  the  mea- 
sures that  had  been  previously  taken  by  the  memorialists  in  furtherance  of  the  same  object* 

The  memorial  is  addressed  to  your  Lordship's  predecessor  in  oflSce,  having  been  prepared 
before  the  late  change  in  the  administration,  and  should  have  been  traiismitted  at  an  earlier 
period,  but  for  the  delay  occasioned  by  sending  it  for  signature  to  the  different  districts  of  the 
colony. 

Earnestly  requesting  your  Lordship's  favourable  consideration  of  the  prayer  of  the  memo- 
rialists, I  respectfully  take  leave  to  bring  under  your  Lordship's  notice  the  Despatch,  No.  24, 
of  Lord  John  Russell  to  Sir  John  Jeremie,  late  Governor  of  Sierra  Leone,  dated  Downing- 
street,  20th  March,  1841,  in  which  his  Lordship  expressed  his  decided  approbation  of  the 
establishment  of  a  regular  intercourse  between  Africa  and  the  West  Indies.  Such  an  inter- 
course cannot  be  established  by  this  country  without  assis.tance ;  the  large  suras  raised  last 
year  for  immigration  purposes  having  for  a  time  exhausted  the  diminished  resources  of  the 
colony. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley,  (Signed)  Peter  Rose. 

&C        &C.        &c. 

The  humble  Memorial  of  the  Undersigned  Inhabitants  of  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana,  to 
the  Right  Honourable  Lord  John  Russell,  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies. 

Humbly  Showeth, 

That  in  October,  1839,  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  British  Guiana  was  transmitted  to 
Her  Majesty,  which  Her  Majesty  was  pleased  most  graciously  to  receive. 

That  your  memorialists  take  leave,  most  respectfully,  to  annex  hereto  a  copy  of  the  said 
petition  (Document  A).  That  thb  petition  was  generally  signed  by  all  classes  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  colony. 

That  subsequently  to  the  date  of  this  petition,  and  in  support  thereof,  owing  to  the  increasing 
conviction  on  me  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  soundness  of  the  views  therein  enunciated,  the 
Court  of  Policy,  obhibined  with  the  financial  representatives  of  the  inhabitants,  did,  on  the  6th 
of  January,  1841,  draw  up  certain  resolutions,  Nos.  1  to  6,  copy  of  which  is  herewith  respect- 
folly  submitted  (Document  B).  That  the  Loan  Bill,  to  which  the  resolution  No.  4  of  the 
above  has  referaice,  a  copy  of  which  Bill  is  herewith  respectfully  submitted  (Document  C), 
having  been,  with  the  permission  of  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  M'Leod,  brought  before  the 
Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy  on  the  13th  of  January,  1841,  was  then  read  a  first  time,  and 
was  ordered  to  be  brought  up  for  a  second  reading  on  Friday  the  15th  January,  1841.  That 
the  said  Bill  was  not  further  proceeded  with  in  the  Court  of  Policy,  but  was  referred,  as  a 
"  Money  Bill,"  by  Sir  Henry  M^Leod  to  the  Combined  Court. 

That  thereupon  the  Combined  Court  did,  by  their  resolutions  of  22d  January,  1841,  Nos. 
1  to  10,  copy  ofwhich  is  herewith  respectfully  submitted  (Document  D),  request  his  Excellency 
Sir  H.  M'Leod  to  forward  to  Her  Majesty  the  said  Bill,  and  to  use  his  influence  to  obtain  the 
allowance  of  the  said  Bill. 

That  the  Combined  Court,  in  support  of  the  said  Bill,  and  in  furtherance  of  the  views 
expressed  in  the  petition  to  Her  Majesty  (Document  A),  did  upon  the  same  date,  to  wit,  the 
22nd  January,  1841,  address  a  petition  to  Her  Majesty,  copy  ofwhich  is  herewith  respectfully 
submitted  (Document  E). 

'  That  subsequently  to  the  proceedings  above  detailed,  the  Combined  Court,  imbued  with  a 
deep  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  measures  propounded  in  the  documents  already  referred 
to,  did,  upon  the  19th  June,  1841,  being  then  about  to  close  the  session  of  the  present  year, 
and  not  having  up  to  that  time  received  any  intimation  of  the  fate  of  the  Bill  forwarded  for 
Her  Majesty's  approval  by  his  Excellency  Sir  H.  M*Leod,  renew  their  request  to  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  represent  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  their  increasing  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  the  measure^  and  their 
unabated  desire  that  it  should  become  law ;  a  copy  of  which  request  is  herewith  respectfully 
submitted  (Document  P). 

That,  pending  the  consideration  of  Her  Majesty  and  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  on  these  petitions  and  resolutions,  the  Combined  Court,  feeling  the  absolute 
necessity  of  promoting  immigration,  did  provide  for  tlie  raising  of  the  large  amount  of  336,000 
dollars  by  taxation  in  the  year  1841,  to  be  applied,  together  with  an  amount  of  40,000  dollars 
raised  in  the  year  1839,  to  the  furtherance  of  immigration. 

That  the  beneficial  effects  of  this  measare  are  already  felt  in  the  progressive  influx  of  immi- 
grants from  various  places. 

That  since  the  18th  of  February,  1841,  at  which  date  the  present  Immigration  Ordinance 
came  into  operation,  5,600  are  arrived. 

That  a  continuance  of  this  influx  of  population  may  be  confidently  expected,  if  the  means  of 
defraying  the  expense  are  provided. 

Thst  it  is  to  the  influx  of  population  alone  that  your  memorialists  can  look  for  a  continuance 
of  the  existence  of  this  country  as  an  exporting  colony,  or  as  in  any  way  a  valuable  appendage 
to  the  British  Crown,  inasmuch  as  the  number  of  labourers  who  have  already  arrived,  is  far 
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BBITlBVauiANA  from  being  suflScient  to  supply  the  place  of  those  who  have  retired  from  the  cultivation  of  tbt 
•—  aUp4e  exports  of  the  colony. 

That  your  memorialists  can  with  confidence  refer  to  the  reports  of  the  stipendiary  magis* 
ti«tes  made  to  his  Excellency  the  Gorernor,  to  prove  that  the  immigrants  already  arrived  h«re 
are  pontented  and  happy>  aiui  that  their  condition  has  been  greatly  unproved  by  their  removal 
%o  this  country. 

That  the  high  prices  of  produce  which  prevailed  during  the  greater  part  of  last  year  enabled 
tbe  colonists  to  bear  the  high  rate  of  taxation  then  imposed  upon  them  for  purposes  of  immi- 
gration, but  now  that  the  productions  of  the  colony  have  greatly  fallen  in  value,  without  any 
prospect  of  permanent  improvement,  it  is  perfectly  impossible  that  the  colonists  can  c<Mitinue  to 
bear  eo  oi»rous  a  burden,  ajid  the  consequence  will  be  that  immigration  must  altogether  ceaie 
as  soon  as  the  fund  at  present  provided  for  that  purpose  becomes  expended,  whidi  at  the  existing 
rate  will  be  in  a  very  few  months. 

That  the  only  means  of  averting  a  calamity  so  fatal  to  this  cdony  as  the  cessation  of  immi- 
gration^ which  offers  itself  to  your  memorialists^  is  the  raising  of  a  loan  as  provided  in  the  Bill 
(Document  C). 

That  the  rt»sources  of  the  colony,  as  they  would  be  developed  by  such  an  increase  of  popu- 
lation as  may  reasonably  be  calculated  upon,  would  prove  amply  sufficient  to  defray  the  interest 
and  to  redeem  by  annual  instalments  the  capital  of  such  a  loan«  without  oppressing  the  tal- 
payers  at  any  one  time. 

That  it  does  not  appear  reasonable  that  the  whole  expense  of  the  introduction  of  labourers 
should  be  defrayed  by  the  present  race  of  tax-payers,  while  the  benefits  to  accrue  from  an 
increase  of  population  will  be  enjoyed  principally  by  their  fiuoceflBors. 

Your  memonalists  therefore  humbly  pray  that  your  Liordriiip  will  be  pleased  to  take  the 
premises  into  your  Lordship's  favourable  consideration,  and  to  intimate  to  his  Excellency  the 
.Governor  Her  Majesty's  approval  that  he  should  proceed  with  the  Loan  Bill,  introduced  into 
the  Court  of  Policy  on  13ch  January,  1841. 

Your  memoria^sts  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray,  &c. 


Document  A. 

That  your  petitioners  are  inhabitants  of  Your  Majesty  s  colony  of  Biilish  Guiana* 
of  them  natives  thereof,  others  who  have  adopted  it  as  their  home,  and  ail  intei«0feed  ia  tki 
prosperity  of  what  they  believe  they  are  justified  in  calling  one  of  the  !in#st  valuable 
appendages  of  the  British  Crown. 

That  the  importance  of  British  Guiana,  as  a  colony,  and  as  a  mart  for  Biitiah  mann&e- 
tures,  is  to  be  estimated  less  by  reference  to  what  it  is,  and  has  been,  than  to  what  it  i« 
capable  of  becoming. 

That  in  order  to  illustrate  this  portion,  your  petitioners  would  represent  that  thene  mee 
in  this  colony  immense  tracts  of  land,  allowed  by  all  not  to  be  surpassed  in  fertility  by  sMijr 
other  in  the  world ;  while  the  population  of  this  extensive  province  does  not,  at  tim  momsnt, 
amount  to  more  than  one  indivichial  in  the  square  mile. 

That  your  petitioners  would  also  advert  to  the  ^reat  superiority,  that  a  colony  iomnqg  «a 
integral  portion  of  the  empire,  and,  as  suoh^  subject  to  the  authority  of  the  laqierifid  Parlia- 
ment, possesses,  as  a  mart  for  British  manufactures,  over  any  foreign  state;  the  nuutual  ittter* 
course  between  the  pai«nt  state  and  its  dependency,  not  being  liable  to  be  diglorbeit  by 
capricious  changes  in  a  system  of  oonmiercial  policy. 

That  your  petitioners  would  humbly  represent  to  Your  Majesty,  that  the  topoBaiioa  of  due 
Act  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  and  the  Act  for  Total  Emancipation,  has  ao  dinnmalusd  Ike 
number  of  agricultural  labourers*  that  not  only  are  vast  tracts  of  &rtile  aoil  Xydi^  in  fhis 
colony  unproductive  (tracts,  which  if  cultivated,  woidd  give  stqptport  to  many  thousanda  4t 
Your  Majesty's  subjects,  and  add  large  sums  to  Your  Majesty *s  revenuey)  bat  that,  of  .the 
estates  m  cultivation,  seme  are  already  deeply  injured  by  the  abstcaction  oi  labour  fmoi  At 
production  of  the  staple  exportable  commodities  while  other  estates  must  ine»taUy  be 
abandoned,  unless  the  supply  of  labour  to  British  Guiana  be  speedily  and  largdy  incroaaod 
beyond  its  present  extent 

That  your  petitioners  would,  dierefore,  state  that  so  fsu*  as  this  colony  is  oonoeraed,  the 
disability  under  which  it  labours,  and  which  impairs  its  strength,  and  contracts  the  means  of 
production,  is  a  defioieney  of  labour  and  industry. 

That  this  state  of  thiogs  is  not  only  pregnant  wkh  ruin  to  the  landed  intsfest  of  this  qo1ob|; 
but  prejudicial  to  the  moral  condition  of  the  labourers  themselvea,  as  idleness  tends  to  innnnaiL 
and  is  almost  nniversally  the  originator  and  companion  of  crime. 

That  the  remedy  for  all  these  evils  is  simple,  and  is,  in  the  opinion  of  your  feiiiiomam, 
attainable  without  any  sacrifice  of  those  principles  of  humanity  and  policy^  which  ought  to 
influence  a  question  of  this  nature  and  magnitude,  but  is  on  the  contrary^  charaoterised  aad 
recommended  by  its  forwarding  the  ends  jof  these  great  principles  of  right:  that  fte 
adoption  of  the  means  to  accomplish  this  remedy,  will  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  capital 
of  many  of  Your  Majesty's  subjects,  and  will  prevent  the  demoralization  of  others :  That  it 
will  open  a  field  for  the  employment  of  a  large  additional  amount  of  capital^  'and  will  afford 
an  opportunity  to  many  thousands^  of  transferring  their  services  and  industiy  from  countries 
where  they  are  very  inadequately  rewarded,  to  one  where  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  and  demand 
for  their  labour,  will  ensure  them  comfortable  and  even  abundant  subsistenee. 
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That  your  petitioners  most  respectfully  assare  Your  Majesty,  that  British  Guiana  has 
substantial  advantages  to  oSer  to  a  portion  of  the  vast  population  of  India,  as  well  as  to 
immigrants  from  other  quarters;  and  that  thrir  condition  woukt  be  greatly  advanced,  physi* 
eaUy  and  morally,  by  immigration  to  iim  colony. 

That  your  petitioners  have  learned,  with  the  deepest  regret,  that  an  ordinance,  framed  by 
his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  the  Honourable  Ceurt  of  Policy,  for  encouragement  of 
immigration,  has  flailed  to  receive  your  Majesty's  assent,  and  humbly  trust  that  Yoor 
Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  your  royal  assent  to  another  ordinance,  to  be 
passed  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Court  of  Policy,  embracing  such  principles  of 
humanity  and  justice,  as  to  Your  Majesty  may  seem  meet. 

That  your  petitioners  entertain  a  hope  that  Your  Maie«hr  vrill  be  pleased  to  s«ictiou  a  plan 
for  raising,  through  his  Excellency  and  the  Honourable  Court  of  Pblicy,  combined  with  the 
financial  representatives  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony,  a  sum  not  exceeding  400,000/.  on 
loan,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  an  extensive  project  of  immigratioo  into  effect. 

That  your  petitioners  consider  a  loan  desirable,  because  th^  feel  convinced  that  the  colony 
IS  not  at  present  able  to  raise  so  large  a  sum  of  nuMiey  within  itself;  but  they  are,  at  the  same 
time,  confident  that  a  plan  of  immigration,  on  an  extensive  scale  being  adopted  and  acted 
upon,  will  very  soon  enable  the  colony  not  only  to-  bear  the  interest  of  the  loan,  but  ultimately 
to  pay  o^  the  principal. 

That  your  petitioners,  having  every  desire  U^  support  the  administration  of  law  and 
justice,  and  to  extend  the  system  of  religious  and  moral  instruction  at  present  existing  here, 
consider  that  inunigration,  on  an  extensive  scale,  is  more  than  anything^  else  calculated  to 
enable  the  colony  to  do  justice  to  these  claims  and  to  pursue  a  libersu  and  enlightened  course 
of  policy. 

That  it  is  the  firm  conviction  of  your  petitioners,  that  a  very  large  immigration  would  not 
decrease  the  rate  of  wages  below  what  it  is  at  present ;  and  that  it  is  universally  allowed 
by  all  unprejudiced  parties,  that  the  labourers  of  this  colony,  however  numerically  increased^ 
could  with  ease  earn  more  than  sufficient  to  maintain  themselves  and  their  families  in  comfort 
and  abundance. 

That  your  petitioners  found  their  conclusion  that  wages  will  not  be  reduced  upon  the 
■atural  capabilities  of  the  colony,  which  will  insure  the  demand  for  labour  increasing  in  a 
much  greater  ratio  than  the  supply;  and  further,  your  petitioners  found  their  hopes  of 
benefiting  by  immigration,  upon  the  certainty  that,  if  the  colony  increases  in  wealth  and 
pMpulation,  all  classes  of  the  community  cannot  fail  to  prosper. 

That  your  petitioners  deeply  deplore  the  manner  in  which  many  unfounded  representations^ 
seriously  affecting  the  character  and  credit  of  this  colony,  and  its  inhabitants,  are  industriously 
circulated  in  the  mother  country,  the  effects  of  which  are  alike  prejudicial  to  its  prospects 
of  improvement  and  commercial  pros|)erity :  that  while  they  strongly  deprecate  the  erroneous 
impressions  and  views  thus  disseminated  to  ttieir  disadvantage  among  their  fellow  subjects 
in  Great  Britam,  they  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  their  earnest  desire  to  court  the 
strictest  inquiry  into  the  real  situation  of  this  province,  both  as  to  its  physical  capabilities 
and  moral  oonditions. 

Yow*  petitioners,  therefore,  approach  Your  Majesty's  Throne,  and  supplicate  Your  Majesty's 
rracious  assistance.  The  importance,  and  even  the  existence,  of  British  Guiana,  as  a  pro- 
ductive colony,  depends  on  Your  Majesty.  Without  the  speedy  supply  of  labour,  which  ^can 
only  be  procured  by  means  of  such  funds  as  they  now  propose  to  raise,  the  capital  sunk  in 
bmldings,  machinery,  &c.  will  be  thrown  away ;  and  the  labouring  population,  for  whose 
moral  advancement  such  sacrifices  have  been  made  by  Great  Britain  and  this  colony^  will 
speedily  degenerate  into  a  state  of  barbcuism. 

Your  petionevs  therefore  humbly  pray, — 

Thai  Your  most  excellent  Majesty  may  be  graciously  pleased  to  entertain  with  favour, 
these,  your  petitioners'  views  in  regard  to  the  necessity  of  an  extensive  scheme  of  immigration 
into  this  colony,  and,  in  furtherance  thereof  to  withdraw  the  restrictions  at  present  in  force 
against  the  immigration  of  labourers  into  this  colony,  from  the  East  Indies  and  elsewhere, 
and  to  sanction  an  ordinance  to  be  passed  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  the 
Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy  for  the  regulation  of  immigration ;  and,  further,  that  Your 
aiost  excellent  Majesty  nsay  be  graciously  pleased  to  allow  tne  necessary  funds  to  be  raised 
by  means  of  a  loan  on  the  security  of  the  colony. 


DOCUMSNT  B. 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  Court  having  received  the  copy  of  a  Bill  intended  to  become  an 
ordinance,  for  settling  upon  her  Majesty  a  certain  and  competent  revenue  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  the  civil  government  of  British  Guiana,  until  the  31st  day  of  December,  1847, 
under  certain  provisions  and  qualifications,  copy  of  which  Bill  is  hereunto  annexed;  and 
having  taken  the  same  into  consideration,  now  beg  to  suggest  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
for  and  on  behalf  of  Majesty,  her  heirs  and  successors,  certain  alterations  in  the  said  Bill,  as 
contained  in  the  draft  hereunto  annexed. 

2.  That  this  Court,  having  also  received  the  copy  of  another  Bill  intended  to  be  passed  into 
an  ordinance  to  levy  a  duty  upon  all  imports  into  British  Guiana,  now  take  leave  to  declare 
that  they  are  ready  and  willing,  and  now  offer  to  pass,  an  ordinance  in  the  terms  of  the  draft 
hereunto  annexed. 

U2 
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BBCnSBQVUNA       3.  Resolved,  That  this  Court  earnestly  reoommend  his  Excellency  toaUow  the  ittupediate 
"■^  introduction  into  the  Court  of  Policy  of  a  Bill  for  the  encouragement  of  immigration,  and  fof 

the  protection  ofpersons  immigrating  to  this  ccdony, 

4.  That  this  Uourt  earnestly  reoommend  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  to  allow  the  im* 
mediate  introduction  into,  the  Court  of  Pcdicy  of  a  Bill  for  rasing  a  loan  for  immigration  and 
other  purposes,  not  exceeding  40030002.,  with  a  proviso,  nevertheless,  that  it  shall  not  be  comr 
petent  to  the  colony  to  negociate,  at  any  one  time,  a  larger  sum  than  100,000^,  without  the 
sanction  and  approbation  of  Her  Majesty,  such  Bill,  if  carried  throu^  its  various  stage  sand 
passed  into  an  ordinance,  not  to  be  published  or  promulgated  until  Her  Mcgesty's  albwanoe 
thereof  shall  have  been  first  had  and  obtained. 

5.  Resolved,  That  until  the  allowance  or  disallowanee  of  the  said  loan  ordinance,  this  court 
shall  be  allowed  to  apply  to  immigration  purposes  the  sum  of  30,000/.  raised  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  x)f  an  anticipated  loan,  and  now  in  the  chesty  and  such  further 
and  other  sums  as  shall  m>m  time  to  time  be  deemed  necessary. 

6.  Resolved,  That  in  the  event  of  Her  Majesty  disallowing  the  loan  ordinance,  this  Court 
shall,  nevertheless,  be  at  liberty  to  raise  annually  a  sum  not  exceeding  30,000/,  for  immigra* 
tion  purposes. 

Document  C. 

A  Bill  to  raise  a  sum  of  Money,  to  vest  the  same  in  Trustees,  and  to  provide  for  having  the 
power  of  disposing  of  the  said  Money  for  the  encouragement  of  the  Immigration  of  W on- 
mdentured  kbourers. 

Whereas  the  Court  of  Policy,  combined  with  the  financial  representatives  of  this  colony 
have  passed  certain  resolutions,  declaring  that  it  is  expedient,  and  for  the  interest  of  this  ccdotty 
to  encourage  the  immigration  of  labourers  not  boiind  to  any  particular  employer,  nor  for  any 
specific  period  of  time;  and  that  to  effect  this  end  it  is  desirable  that  a  sum  of  moneys  not 
exceeding  four  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  be  raised  in  bonds  issued  in  the  name  and 
on  the  security  of  the  Governor  and  Court  of  Pmicv,  bearing  interest  and  redeemable  at  certain 
fixed  periods ;  and  that  the  said  interest  and  other  claims  against  the  colony,  on  account  cf 
the  proposed  loan,  shall  be  preferent  against  the  colony  after  the  present  or  any  future  civil 
list.  And  whereas  an  ordinance  having  been  passed,  regulating  and  encouraging  the  immi^ 
gration  of  labourers  into  British  Guiana,  it  is  necessary  to  provide  for  the  appomtment  and 
succession  of  trustees  in  England,  to  raise  the  money  and  manage  the  loan,  and  also  to  make 
other  regulations  for  the  due  raising,  managing,  securing,  and  redeeming  the  said  loan. 

Clause  I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  shall  be,  as  they  are 

hereby  declared  to  be,  appointed  trustees  in  England  under  this  ordinance,  for  raising  and 
managing  the  money  heremafler  proposed  to  be  raised,  and  that  the  acts  of  any  three  of  these 
or  any  other  trustees,  duly  appomted  under  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  shall  be  as  bind- 
ing upon  the  colony  as  the  acts  of  the  five  would  be  under  this  ordinance.  And  that,  in  the 
event  of  any  vacancy  occurring  by  death,  resignation,  or  any  other  cause  whatsoever,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  remaining  trustees,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  fill  up  such  vacancy ;  and  that 
any  appointment  of  a  trustee  so  made  shall  hold  good,  and  the  powers  of  the  trustee  so 
appomted  be  as  ample  as  those  of  any  other  trustee,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Court  of  Poli<gr 
be  made  known  to  the  trustees. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Court  of  Policy  shall  possess  the  power  of  cancel* 
ling  the  appointment  of  any  trustee,  whether  i^pointed  by  this  ordinance,  or  in  any  other 
manner  under  this  ordinance,  also  of  filling  up  any  vacancy  that  may  occur,  and  of  confirm* 
ing  or  annulling  any  appointment  that  may  be  made  by  the  trustees  at  home,  as  herembefore 
provided ;  and  that  a  copy  of  any  minute  of  the  Court  of  Policy,  signed  by  the  secretary  of 
the  Court,  and  authenticated  by  the  Governor,  under  the  seal  of  the  colony,  shall  be  sufficient 
authority  to  enable  the  trustees  to  act  under  this  ordinance. 

'  3.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted.  That  the  trustees  for  the  time  being  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  issue  bonds  in  the  name  of  the  Court  of  Policy,  combined  with  the  financial 
representatives  of  British  Guiana,  for  the  several  amounts  of  fif^  pounds,  one  hundred  pounds, 
two  hundred  pounds,  two  hundred  and  fifly  pounds,  four  huudrcKl  pounds,  five  hundred  pounds^ 
and  one  thousand  pounds  sterling,  or  for  any. amount  not  less  than  fifly  pounds  or  more  than 
one  thousand  pounds  sterling,  wmch  may  be  rendered  necessary  by  the  provisions  hereinbefore 
laid  down  for  the  gradual  reduction  of  the  debt;  provided  that  the  sum  so  raised,  and  the 
gross  amount  of  bonds  so  to  be  issued,  shall  not  exceed  four  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling 
money  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  there  shall  not  be  raised  in  any  one  year  a  greater  sum  than 
one  hundred  thousand  pounds,  unless  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  Her  Majes^,  her 
heirs  and  successors,  first  had  and  obtained,  and  that  the  interest  to  be  paid  on  said  loan,  and 
on  any  part  thereof,  shall  not  exceed  five  pounds  per  cent  per  annum. 

4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  interest  on  the  said  bonds  shall  be  made  payable 
half-yearly  by  the  trustees  in  London  ;  and  that  the  said  bonds  shall  be  so  expressed  as  to 
make  them  subject  to  all  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance. 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  trustees,  as  acting  under  this  ordinance,  shall,  at  the 
expiration  of  twelve  calendar  months  after  the  loan  hereinbefore  mentioned  shall  have  been 
contracted,  redeem  or  reduce  bonds  to  the  amount  of  one-eightieth  part  of  the  original  amount 
of  the  bonds  actually  issued ;  that  a  redemption  or  reduction  to  the  like  amount  shall  take 
place  and  be  made  every  six  calendar  months  thereafter ;  and  that  is  to  say,  the  trustees  shall 
cause  all  the  bonds  to  be  numbered  with  a  different  number  for  each  bond,  and  one  ticket  for 
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eaeh  sum  of  fifty  pounds  sterling,  wliidi  moj  be  in  the  amount  of  bonds  actually  and  for  the  BRITISH  GUIANA 

time  being  in  existence,  to  be  prepared ;  and  the  number  borne  by  each  bond  shall  be  written  "~" 

upon  as  many  tickets  as  there  are  sums  of  fifty  pounds  in  said  bond.     The  trustees  shall  then 

cause  as  many  tickets  as  there  may  be  sums  of  fifty  pounds  in  the  eightieth  part  of  the  original 

amount  of  the  bonds  actually  issued  to  be  drawn  at  random,  in  the  presence  of  proper  witnesses, 

and  shall  then  cause  to  be  made  out  and  published  in  the  Loudon  Grazette,  within  one  week 

after  such  drawing  shall  haTe  taken  place,  a  list  of  the  numbers  appearing  on  the  tickets  so 

drawn,  and  shall  call,  at  die  same  time,  on  the  holders  of  the  bonds  bearing  the  said  numbers 

to  come  forward  at  a  certain  place  to  be  there  named,  and  receive  payment  of  the  amount  to  be 

reduced  or  redeemed  on  a  certain  day,  to  be  also  named,  after  which  day  interest  on  the  bonds 

so  distinguished  shall  cease.     Proviaed,  however,  that  the  drawing  of  lots,  as  aforesaid,  shall 

take  place  on  a  day  not  more  than  three  nor  less  than  two  caleiKlar  months,  anterior  to  the 

day  appointed  for  me  drawing  of  lots  as  aforesaid. 

6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  on  any  bond,  bearing  any  one  of  the  numbers  drawn  and 
announced  in  the  London  Grazette^  as  herein-befbre  proviaed,  being  presented  at  or  after  the 
time  and  atl  the  place  fixed  by  the  trustees,  and  duly  notified  by  them  as  hereinbefore  provided, 
it  shall  be  given  up  to  and  cancelled  by  the  trustees,  on  all  interest  due  thereon  being  paid,  on 
fifty  pounds  sterling  being  paid  to  the  holder  of  said  bond  for  eveiy  ticket  bearing  the  number 
of  said  bond  which  had  been  drawn,  and  on  a  new  bond  being  granted  by  the  trustees  for  the 
balance  (if  any)  of  the  former  bond,  and  the  amoimt  so  paid  ofi: 

7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  new  bonds  so  granted  shall  be  numbered  and  dealt 
with  in  the  same  manner  as  the  original  bonds,  shall  be  liable  to  be  redeemed  in  the  same 
manner,  shall  bear  the  same  rate  of  interest,  and  shall,  in  all  respects,  be  subject  to  the  same 
conditions  as  the  original  bonds. 

8.  And  be  it  furuer  enacted.  That  there  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  and  Court  of 
Policy,  three  Commissioners,  to  be  styled  Immimtion  Commissioners  of  British  Guiana;  and 
that  in  the  event  of  any  vacancy  occurring  by  the  death  or  resignation  of  any  one  or  more  of 
said  Commissioners,  or  from  atiy  other  cause  whatsoever,  any  and  every  such  vacancy  shall  be 
filled  up  by  the  Governor  and  Court  of  Policy. 

9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Receiver-General  and  Assistant- 
Receiver-'General,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  and  required,  to  pay  over,  in  sufficient 
time,  to  the  said  Immigration  Commissioners,  on  their  requisition,  such  sums  of  money  as  shall 
be  required  to  meet  the  demands  that  may  be  made  against  the  trustees  in  London,  by  virtue 
of  this  ordinance  and  of  the  bonds  issued  under  its  provisions. 

10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  demand,  as  they  are 
hereby  required  to  demand,  from  the  Receiver^Gteaeral  and  Assistant- Receiver-General,  such 
sums  of  money  as  shall  be  required  by  the  trustees  in  London,  for  the  purposes  of  this  ordi- 
nance, and  shall  remit,  as  they  are  hereby  required  to  remit,  the  same  in  sufficient  time  to  the 
trustees,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  meet  the  engagements  of  the  colony  under  this  ordinance ; 
and  that  all  sums  of  money  demandable  from  and  due  by  the  colony  in  virtue  of  this  ordi- 
nance shall  be  debts  against  the  revenue  of  this  colony,  preferent  to  all  other  debts,  except 
those  payable  by  the  colony  in  virtue  of  the  present  or  any  future  civil-list  ordinance. 

11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Hiat  the  trustees  in  London  shall  invest  all  surplus  funds, 
that  is  to  say,  any  portion  of  the  money  raised  in  virtue  of  this  Act,  and  not  drawn  for,  as 
hereinbefore  provkled  by  the  Commissioners  here,  in  the  stock  of  Great  Britain  or  in  British 
Exchequer  Bills,  as  to  mem  may  appear  most  advantageous. 

13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tnat  the  trustees  shall  be  bound  to  accept  and  pay  the  biUs 
of  the  Immigration  Commissioners,  to  the  amoimt  of  the  sums  at  any  time  remaining  in  their 
hands,  or  otlierwise  remit  the  money  to  the  said  Commissioners,  as  directed  by  them. 

13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Immigration  Commissioners  in  British  Guiana 
for  the  time  being,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  dispose  of  the  money  raised  under 
this  ordinance,  in  furtherance  of  the  objects  of  the  ordinance  passed  this  Session,  regulating 
the  immigration  of  free  labourers  into  this  colony,  and  authorizmg  the  said  Commissioners  to 
offer  a  premium  to  parties  bearing  the  cost  of  bringing  certain  people,  therein  particularized, 
to  this  colony,  and  also  to  charter  vessels  and  employ  agents,  at  certain  places  therein  specified, 
to  induce  labourers  and  their  families  to  immigrate  to  this  colony.  Provided,  nevertheless,  that 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  Immigration  Commissioners  to  expend  any  portion  of  the 
money  to  be  raised  under  the  previsions  of  this  ordinance,  excepting  for  the  encouragement  of 
the  immigration  of  labourers  not  indentured  to  any  particular  person,  but  free  to  work  for  what 

{erson  or  for  what  wa^es  they  please.  Provided,  also,  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said 
mmigration  Commissioners  to  enter  into  any  agreement  for  sending  back  any  persons  immi* 
grating  to  their  native  countries,  unless  it  is  provided  by  any  such  agreement  that  the  right  to 
be  sent  back  shall  be  acquired  only  on  payment  of  a  sum  equal  to  the  cost  of  so  sending  back 
by  the  person  desirous  of  being  so  sent. 

14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Immigration  Commissioners  shall,  at  each 
yearly  meeting  of  the  Combined  Court,  lay  before  it  a  full  and  particular  account  of  the 
receipts,  the  expenditure,  and  the  state  of  the  funds  in  their  hands  or  under  their  control,  and 
also  of  their  outstanding  engagements ;  and  that  the  Combined  Court  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  limit  or  prohibit  the  further  expenditure  of  the  said  Immigration  Commissioners. 
Provided,  nevertheless,  that  all  existing  engagements  of  the  said  Immigration  Commissioners 
shall  be  made  good,  and  that  due  notice  shall  be  given  of  the  suspension  or  reduction  of  any 
premium  that  may  have  been  offered  by  them  for  the  encouragement  of  immigration. 

15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  money  raised  in  furtherance  of  the  objects  of  this 
ordinance  shall  be  expended  either  by  the  authority  of  the  Immigration  Commissioners,  or  by 
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BRnRiB  GVUKA  the  Combined  Court,  on  any  other  objects  than  those  for  the  encouragement  of  free  immigra^ 
""~.  tion ;  and  that  in  the  event  of  the  Combined  Court  prohibiting  the  further  expenditure  of  the 

funds  raised  for  the  above  purpose,  and  the  objects  of  this  ordinance  being  finally  abandoned; 
any  balance  of  funds  remaining  in  their  hands,  or  under  the  control  of  the  said  Immignitioft 
Commissioners,  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  liquidation  or  reduction  of  th«  bonds  d^e  by  the 
colony  for  funds  raised  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  objects  of  this  ordinance  into  effect,  and 
not  to  any  other  purpose  whatsoever. 


Document  D. 

Rksolvfd,  1.  That  a  short  experience,  say  from  the  1st  AugtMt,  1888,  to  the* presmt  time' 
has  afforded  just  grounds  of  apprehension  and  alarm;  that  without  inmiigratioii,  and  that  te 
a  great  extent,  the  exportable  productions  of  this  colony,  entirely  agncvltond,  nuiBt  annually 
decrease. 

2.  That  the  fertility  of  the  soil  of  this  coloi^  nemfers  it  competent  to  the^  i^grnultoriat  to 
grre,  and  the  labourer  to  receive,  a  rate  of  wages  seldom  equalled,  affd  net  surpmed,  by  any 
country  in  the  world* 

3.  That  the  decrease  of  exportable  products,  not  o«nly  in  this  colom^  but  in  all  the  West- 
India  possessions  of  the  British  Crown,  has  so  enhanced  the  price  of  sugar  in  the  Britidi 
market,  as  to  have  induced  a  demand  for  the  importation  into  the  British  marioet  of  foreign 
^gars,  the  produce  of  slave  labour,  at  a  reduced  rate  of  duties. 

4.  That  Qovemjnent  must  either  acquiesce  in  this  demand,  or  the  people  of  Great  Britain, 
the  consumers,  must  submit  to  the  high  price  of  British  plantatien  sagam* 

5.  That  to  obviate  the  dilemma  thus  existing,  immigration  into  the  West  Indies  in  general, 
and  especially  into  British  Guiana,  is  a  practicable,  easy,  and  obvioiia  reniedy. 

6.  That  the  introduction  into  this  colony  of  immigrants  will  not  only  be  beneficial  to  the  con* 
dUtners  in. the  mother  country,  but  will  be  beneficial  to  the  interests  at  large  oi  Great  Britain ; 
will  be  productive  of  great  advantages,  moral,  civil,  and  religions,  te  the  immigrants  them* 
selves,  and  will  afford  the  most  effectual  means  of  extinguishing  riavery  tbroeghout  the  world. 

7.  That  the  extent  of  immigration  to  produce  the  aforesaid  be&efieial  reoults  shenkl  be 
commensurate  with  the  wants  of  the  colony. 

8.  That  it  is  impossible  to  introduce  immigrants  in  sufficient  numbers  to  secure  the  aforesaid 
beneficial  results  without  the  command  of  lai^e  capital. 

9.  That,  considering  the  financial  resources  of  the  colony,  it  ia  inexpedient  and  impossible 
to  raise,  in  any  one  year,  the  large  sum  necessary  for  the  acoomplishment  of  the  aforesaid 
objects. 

10.  That  a  loan  affords  not  only  a  safe  and  secure,  but  an  easy  means  of  acquiring  for  this 
colony  the  desired  objects.  And  that  his  Excellency  Colonel  Sir  Henry  M'Leod,  K.H.  and 
K.S.W.,  Grovemor  of  British  Guiana,  &c.  &c.  Sec.,  be  requested,  as  be  is  hereby  requested, 
to  forward  to  Her  Majesty  the  Bill,  entitled  "  A  Bill  to  raise  a  sum  of  money,  to  vest  the 
same  in  trustees,  and  to  provide  for  having  the  power  of  disposinr  of  the  said  money  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  immigration  of  non-indentured  labourers,"  with  a  recommendation  that  the 
same  may  be  allowed  to  be  passed  into  an  ordinance,  with  such  attenttions,  additions,  and 
amendments  as  to  Her  Majesty  may  seem  meet  And  that  his  Excellency  will  be  finrthcr 
pleased  to  use  his  influence  to  obtain  the  allowance  of  said  Bill  or  Ordinance. 


DoCOMENT  E, 

To  the  Queen's  Most  Excellent  Majesty* 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy  of  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana, 
with  the  Financial  Representatives  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Colony  in  Combmed  Court 
assembled, 

Shbweth, 

That  your  petitioners.  Your  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  impressed  with  the 
conviction  of  Your  Majesty's  constant  care  to  improve  the  condition  and  to  protect  the  interests 
of  every  class  of  persons  in  Your  Majesty's  dominions,  approach  Your  Majesty  with  sentiments 
of  proround  respect  for  Your  royal  person,  and  of  entire  confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  Your 
Majesty's  Government. 

Your  petitioners  humbly  take  leave  to  state. 

That  the  decrease  of  the  exportable  productions  of  British  Guiana  since  the  passing  and 
taking  effect  of  the  Emancipation  Act  has  created  the  naost  serious  apprehensions  for  the 
prospective  and  ultimate  welfare  of  all  classes  of  society  in  this  community. 

That  the  crop  of  sugar,  the  staple  export  of  the  country,  has,  within  the  last  four  years, 
fallen  off  from  60,000  hogsheads  to  less  than  40,000  hogsheads  per  annum,  and  this  without 
an  increase  in  any  other  kmd  of  agricultural  production,  not  excepting  even  the  common  and 
ordinary  vegetables  of  the  colony. 

That  this  decrease,  combined  with  the  deficiency  of  crops  during  the  same  period  throughout 
Your  Majesty's  West-India  possessions,  has  materially  enhanced  the  priee  of  sugar^  and 
thereby  immediately  affected  the  consumers  in  the  mother  country. 
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That  though  the  enhanced  price  of  sugar  has,  for  a  time>  enabled  the  planter  to  pay  a  high  BRITISH  CmiAMA 
rate  of  wages^  and  thereby  produced  certain  advantages  to  the  labouring  man,  yet  your  '"'*" 

petitioners  humbly  submit  that,  unless  a  timelv  remedy  be  applied,  the  present  ephemeral 
prosperity  of  the  labourer  points  to  the  future  disappointment  of  the  planter,  and  to  the  utter 
and  irretrievable  ruin  of  the  colonists  at  large^  embracing  the  labourer  himself. 

That  the  decrease  of  exportable  production  cannot  be  denied,  nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  the 
abstraction  of  labour  from  estates,  since  the  liberation  from  servitude  of  the  working  classes, 
has  been  the  principal,  if  not  the  only  cause,  of  such  decrease  of  productions. 

That  this  abstraction  of  labour  is  attributable  to  the  high  rate  of  wages  which  have  existed, 
and  still  exist  in  the  colony,  as  well  as  to  the  facility  the  labourer  enjoys  in  the  exuberant 
fertility  of  the  soil  of  provKling  for  his  daily  sustenance  by  little  or  no  exertion  on  his  part. 

These  advairtages,  Mgh  wages  and  feeitity  of  «uste«tation,  the  labourer  of  British  Gukna 
naturally  endeavouiv  lo  render  permanent  by  possessing  hina^self  of  land,  which  is  procurabk 
at  a  small  cost. 

That  the  purchase  of  land  by  pereons  of  the  class  alluded  to  tn  eountries  where  land  is  dmr 
and  population  dense  may  and  does  betoken  the  prospen<^  of  such  persons,  is  admitted ;  yat 
your  petitioners  submit  that,  ki  a  country  cireumstanoed  as  this  is,  where  land  is  abundw^ 
population  scanty,  and  large  outlays  required  to  keep  land  in  cultivation  of  exportable  pro- 
ducts, the  mere  purchasing  of  land,  without  additional  means  to  bring  it  and  continue  it  in 
onkivation,  affords  to  the  passessors  a  mere  sustencffice,  widiont  any  beneficial  v^ult  to  tha 
community  at  large. 

That  the  decrease  in  the  quatita<y  of  free  labour  «ugar  in  the  British  market  is  so  oansiderabla 
as  to  cause  your  petitioners  to  dread  the  introduction  into  the  British  market  of  foreign  sugars, 
Reproduction  oTslavnfy. 

luat,  should  this  dweaded  event  ocenr,  your  petitioners  feel  assured  tiiMt  not  only  wiU  the 
principle  contended  for  by  the  Briftiah  nation,  and  supported  by  an  immense  expenditure^  4>ne 
Item  of  vrkidtk  was  a  grant  of  not  less  than  20,000,000/.  of  sterling  money  of  G?eat  Britain,  be 
sabverted  and  abandoned,  but  the  existence  of  slavery  will  be  strengthened  and  ^perpetuated, 
the  destruction  of  Your  Majesty's  West  India  possessions  rendered  certain,  and  tne  ruin  and 
xmsery  of  that  very  jdass  for  'whose  intended  ^onefit  and  advanta^o  40  'many  stipnuous  efforts 
have  been  made  be  irremedtribty  accomptished. 

That  to  afford  sueeour  and  help  to  this  colony,  one  fhing,  and  one  thing  alone,  is  needful-^ 
inunigration. 

That,  were  immi^ation  into  this  colony  of  labourers,  free  and  unfettered  by  indentures  or 
otherwise,  permitted,  the  impulse  which  would  thereby  be  given  to  the  energies  of  the  colony, 
aided  by  the  power  of  steam  alreadv  and  soon  to  loe  in  operation,  would  enable  the  province  of 
British  Guiana  alone  to  supply  to  the  mother-country  sugar  in  sufficient  quantity,  not  only  to 
compete  with  but  to  outrival  tne  slave-produced  sugar  of  other  countries. 

That  thus  there  is  opened  a  sure  and  legitimate  plan  for  the  extinction  of  slaveiy  throughout 
the  world.  Let  production  of  slavery  cease  to  be  remunerated,  and  slavery  itself  must  cease 
to  exist. 

That  at  present,  however,  with  the  decrease  of  production  feaffuHy  in  view,  and  no  measures 
adopted  to  remedy,  by  immigration,  the  evil,  your  petitioners  can  see  only  two  alternatives,  to 
one  of  which  the  people  of  ^gland  «m^  submit,  viz.,  the  high  price  of  sugar,  or  the  abandon* 
ment  of  the  principle  of  eztingyiahing  slavery. 

That  besides  these  genecal  views,  there  are  particular  ones  to  which  jrour  j)etitioners  would 
humbly  refer.  • 

That  to  the  immigrant  arriving  here,  hi^  wa^ee,  foKite  land,  rdigiouB  instruotion,  legal 
protection  through  the  medium  of  stipendiary  magistrtttes,  and  an  equaUtJr  af^oeial,  cdivU,  wd 
religious  jrij^its,  witfaont  any  distinction  of  caate  or  <»tlour,  are  ^pe»od  a^  secure^,  and  in  fact  * 
to  the  inamigrant,  if  aUbwed  to  proceed  Xrom  Asia  and  Africa,  there  will  ensue  tive  blessings 
consequent  on  the  miliar  changes  from  famine  to  plemty,  from  poverty  to  riches,  from  barbarisni 
to  civilisatioi^  from  heathenism  to  Christianity. 

That,  moreover,  lookiiig  at  immigration  in  a  commercial  light,  the  advantages  to  Great 
Britain  would  be  great,  inasmuch  as  the  influx  of  190,000  immigrants  into  this  colony  woiM 
laad  to  additiomd  annual  eonmmption  in  the  -coloBy  of  at  feast  100,000/.  sterling  wortdi  /ojf 
British  manuGuiturBd  gooda»  besides  encoweaging  British  aUppcing  and  securing  to  Yioiar 
Majesty's  kin^om  tiie  great  bonefijU  accruing  £K>m  bmag  the  pesmaiwBt  aon9Hm|»tion  of  jponr 
colony  of  British  Guiana,  in  contradistinction  to  the  transitory  consumption  of  foreign  natiood. 

For  which,  and  other  reaaons  that  will  no  doubt  suggest  thenaseJves,  your  petitioners  humbly 

That  Tour  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  sanction  the  introduofion  into  this  coJony  of  wflliiMr 
free  persons  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  to  remove  aM  existiii|r  restrictions  on  meir  nature 
right  to  better  their  condition  by  voluntary  immigration,  and  especially,  as  intermediate 
measures  to. the  accomplishment  of  these  objects,  to  adlow  and  confirm  an  Ordinance  passed 
on  the  18th  day  of  January,  by  his  Excellency  Colonel  Sir  Henry  George  M*Leod,  K.H.  and 
K.S.W.,  Grovernor  of  British  Guiana,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Court  of  Policy 
thereof,  entitled  "  An  Ordinance  to  regulate  and  encourage  Immigration  into  British  Guiana.  * 

And  that  Your  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  instruct  and  direct  the  Grovernor  of  British 
Guiana,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Court  of  Policy  thereof,  to  pass  into  an  Ordinance, 
and  carry  into  effect  when  so  passed,  a  Bill  oatitlod  ''  A  Bill  to  raise  a  sum  of  Money,  to  vest 
the  same  in  Trustees,  and  to  provide  for  having  the  power  of  disposing  of  the  said  Money,  for 
the  encouragement  of  the  Immigration  of  Non-indentured  Labourers, '  copy  of  which  is  here- 
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BRITISH  GUIANA  unto  annexed,  with  such  alterations,  additions  and  amendments,  as  to  Your  Majesty  may  seem 
.— ~  meet ;  or,  &c. 

And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c 


DoCUlfXNT  F. 

Resolved, — ^That  this  Court,  deeply  impressed  with  the  vital  necessity  of  omitting  no  oppor- 
tunity of  obtaining  by  immigration  an  accession  of  labour,  the  prospects  for  which  are  happily 
becoming  more  and  more  extensive,  has,  during  this  session,  notwithstanding  the  deplorable 
fall  in  price  of  the  staple  commodities,  unrelieved  by  any  well  grounded  hope  of  retrieval, 
raised  by  extraordinary  exertions,  in  addition  to  the  increased  demand  upon  the  public  trea- 
sury in  behalf  of  churches,  schools,  and  other  institutions  which  the  altered  ccmdition  of  the 
population  of  the  colony  has  rendered  necessary,  so  large  a  sum  as  70,0002.  sterling  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  by  immigration  the  want  of  labour  occasioned  by  emancipation;  but  the 
Court  feels  itself  imperatively  called  upon  to  declare,  that  it  will  be  not  less  an  impossibility 
than  an  injustice  hereafter  to  impose  on  the  community,  for  the  next  three  or  four  ensuing 
years,  the  whole  expense  of  the  introduction  and  settlement  of  labourers  here,  the  result  of 
whose  industry  will  tell  with  greater  effect  upon  the  future  than  upon  the  present  prosperity  of 
this  colony. 

Resolved, — ^That  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Macleod  having  on  the  22nd  January  last  laid 
before  this  Court  the  draft  of  an  Ordinance  for  authorizing  the  raising  of  a  loan  for  immigra- 
tion purposes,  to  be  redeemed  in  a  series  of  years  on  the  terms  and  conditions  therein  specified, 
which  draft  this  Court  was  pleased  to  approve,  sanction,  and  recommend  to  the  favourable 
consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  by  whom  no  opinion  on  the  subject  has  been  as 
yet  intimated,  this  Court  takes  the  present  opportunity  to  renew  respectfully  their  request  to 
his  Excellency  the  Governor  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  represent  to  tne  Right  Honourable  the 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies  their  increasing  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  this  measure,  and 
their  unabated  desire  that  it  should,  at  the  earUest  possible  period,  become  law. 


(No.  59.)  .  No.  64. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Stanley  to  Governor  Light. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  28th  February,  1842. 

No.  64.  I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch,  No.  168,  of  the  11th  December,  trans- 

^  mitting  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bx)se,  and  a  petition  numerously  signed,  praying  that 

Her  Majesty's  Government  would  sanction  an  Ordinance  to  raise  a  sum  of  money 
on  loan  to  be  applied  to  the  encouragement  of  imm^ration« 

I  have  considered  these  papers  with  attention.  The  steps  already  taken  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  evinced  their  desire  to  promote  a  measured  and  steady 
immigration  into  Britisli  Guiana.  A  large  immigration  of  this  kind  has  already 
taken  place  without  the  aid  of  a  loan,  and  there  remains  on  hand  as  large  a  sum 
applicable  to  immigration  in  the  current  year  as  was  applied  to  it  in  the  past 
years;  and  even  if  it  were  expedient  to  encourage  immigration  by  sudden  impulses, 
and  to  a  larger  extent  at  once  than  has  been  done  hitherto,  I  am  not  aware  that 
the  supply  of  labourers  is  likely  to  be  such  as  would  answer  an  increased 
demand.^S^^  ^^^r^i^  -  - 

Under  these  circumstances  it  appears  to  me  to  be  unnecessary  to  raise  the 
question  of  a  loan  for  immigration  purposes  at  the  present  moment,  and  it  is  a 
question  which  should  be  approached  with  the  greatest  caution  under  any  circum- 
stances. 

I  have,  &c. 

Governor  Light,  (Signed)  STANLEY. 

&c.      &c. 
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No,  65. 
(Separate.) 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley,  dated 
Government  House,  Demerara,  Tth  December,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  the  blue  books  for  the  No.  65. 

year  1841,  according  to  the  instructions  conveyed  in  Despatch  No.  173,  date 
16th  March. 

The  staple  commodities  exported  to  the  30th  September  present  a  dinunution, 
as  compared  with  the  same  period,  namely,  10th  January  to  10th  October,  1840, 
and  there  will  probably  be  a  falling  oflF  on  the  whole  year,  in  the  total  amount ; 
but  this  may  be  accounted  for,  by  the  neglect  of  the  planters  to  keep  their  cultiva- 
tion in  its  proper  state,  being  solely  occupied  in  taking  advantage  of  the  liigh 
prices,  by  attention  to  the  manufacture  of  sugar. 

The  lands  this  year  give  better  prospect  for  the  ensuing  one,  in  consequence  of 
better  cultivation. 

The  exports  and  imports  present  the  same  relative  proportion,  as  in  former 
years,  the  exports  being  more  in  value  than  the  imports,  in  spite  of  the  great  dimi- 
nution in  the  value  of  sugar ;  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the  imports  are  by  no  means 
on  the  decrease. 

The  planters  have  complained  much  during  the  present  year  of  the  heavy  cost  of 
cultivating  their  estates,  as  compared  with  the  prices  of  the  home  market.  It  is  to 
be  hoped,  however,  that  the  amount  of  produce  may  be  increased  by  greater  atten- 
tion to  the  quality  of  the  labour  performed  in  the  fields,  and  by  the  application  of 
mechanical  means  to  the  general  purposes  of  agriculture.  Money  has  been  already 
appropriated  by  the  Legislature  for  the  perfection  of  a  canal  excavator,  propelled 
by  steam ;  and  a  planter  has  obtained  a  patent  in  England  for  a  steam  plough,  of 
which  a  committee  of  agriculturists  have  reported  favourably. 

A  determination  has  been  expressed  by  many  of  the  planters  to  reduce  wages, 
but  it  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  greater  economy  can  be  exercised  in  respect 
to  this  item  of  expense.  The  demand  for  labour  is  so  great,  and  the  supply  of  it  so 
insufficient,  that  the  price  must  necessarily  continue  high,  and  the  interests  of  indi- 
viduals will  frustrate  any  attempt  to  lower  it,  by  a  combination  of  planters. 

There  has  been  this  year  also  a  great  scarcity  of  money,  and  much  financial 
embarrassment  amongst  planters  and  merchants,  which  perhaps  may  be  fully 
accounted  for  by  the  inordinate  speculations  into  which  the  high  prices  of  colonial 
produce  last  year  tempted  many  of  the  colonists,  and  for  entering  into  which  the 
local  bank,  directed  oy  a  number  of  resident  merchants  and  planters,  unsafely 
numerous  for  so  limited  a  community,  afforded  great  facilities. 

Buildings  of  every  description  in  town  and  country  are  still  on  the  increase*  and 
the  purchasers  of  lands  and  freeholds  continue  to  be  very  numerous. 

There  is  every  probability  that  before  long,  the  labourers  on  estates,  will  very 
generally  be  tenants ;  nor  is  it  unlikely  that  a  great  change  in  the  system  of  agri- 
culture may  convert  them  into  lessees  of  small  portions  of  the  estates  to  be  culti- 
vated in  canes,  of  which  the  landlord  would  be  the  purchaser  and  manufacturer. 

It  has  been  common  amongst  many  planters,  to  add  largely  to  the  passage  money 
of  emigrants  from  the  islands,  by  paying  persons  to  induce  the  emigrants  to  pro- 
ceed direct  to  particidar  estates ;  this  has  undoubtedly  caused  augmentation  of  the 
expenses  of  this  year,  and  it  is  a  well  known  fact,  that  emigrants  from  those  and 
other  quarters,  often  change  their  original  locations,  by  inducements  of  a  pecuniary 
nature,  either  in  the  shape  of  allowances,  or  by  increase  of  wages,  without  taking 
into  account  the  premium  paid  to  emissaries  by  those  who  wished  to  cause  the 
change  of  location. 

The  law  for  emigration  came  into  effect  in  February  last,  since  which  upwards 
of  7,600  persons  have  come  here. 

The  cost  of  introduction  has  amounted  to  189,362  dollars,  out  of  the  original 
amount  voted  for  emigration  purposes. 

The  mortality  amongst  the  Portuguese,  and  the  great  sickness  with  which  so 
many  continue  to  be  afflicted,  have  shown  that  they  are  not^  a  profitable  race  of 
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BRITISH  GUYANA  labourers,  and  as  I  have  mentioned  in  my  despatch.  No.  157,  date  5i5th  November, 
their  introduction  will  cease  after  the  1st  March  next. 

Yet  in  many  respects  the  Portuguese  will  continue  to  be,  as  they  are  now,  very 
useful  colonists. 

Formerly  the  purchase  of  every  necessary  of  life,  was  confined  to  one  street  or 
its  immediate  neighbourhood ;  now  in  every  quarter  of  the  town,  may  be  found  retail 
shops  of  every  article  for  general  consumption  of  the  labouring  class.  The  shop* 
keepers,  Portuguese,  content  themselves  with  trifling  profit,  and  cause  a  great  and 
quick  circulation  of  ready  money,  which  I  believe  may  be  considered  an  axiom  in 
political  ^conomy>  as  productive  of  profit  in  some  quarter  or  another,  even  the  pedlar 
aad  huckstering  trade  is  very  generally  monopolized  by  the  Portuguese. 

While  an  introduction  of  emigrants  is  limited  to  Sierra  Leone,  the  islands,  and 
the  captured  Africans,  who  are  in  my  opinion  the  only  races  calculated  to  support 
the  effects  of  this  climate  in  plantation  labour,  (unless  Coolies  are  permitted  to 
come  here),  I  do  not  believe  any  burthensome  expense  will  attend  their  introduc- 
tion, nor  do  I  think  an  immense  sudden  influx  of  ^migrants  would  be  advisable. 
Having  often  given  my  opinion  on  this  point,  I  will  not  repeat  what  I  have  urged 
on  the  subject  to  your  Lordship's  department.  The  increased  number  of  patients 
in  the  colonial  hospital  has  required  additional  accommodation.  A  large  house, 
formerly  known  as  the  colony  house,  has  been  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  sick 
Portuguese  alone ;  and  even  now,  the  old  and  new  temporary  hospitals  are  scarcely 
suflkieqt  for  the  applications  for  admittance. 

I  have  some  satisfaction  in  knowing  that  my  early  attention  to  the  defective  state 
of  the  colonial  hospital  very  shortly  after  my  arrival  in  the  colony,  produced  such 
changes  as  may  be  said  to  have  made  the  hospital  a  place  wliich  the  sick  eagerly 
seek,  whilst  formerly  it  was  avoided,  and  only  used  for  a  comparatively  small  number 
of  patients  sent  there  to  die,  by  their  poor  relatives,  to  avoia  the  expense  of  burial. 
It  IS  creditable  to  the  colopy  that  no  expanse  has  been  spared,  and  every  requisition 
of  the  colonial  surgeon  most  liberally  granted. 

The  necessity  f^  district  hospitals  seems  daily  more  apparent,  (for  the  hospi^k 
on  estates  are  now  pretty  generally  disused,)  superintended  by  officers  responsible  to 
the  executive ;  they  would,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  be  very  acceptable  to  the  emi- 
grant, generally  or  often  a  friendless  stranger  :  such  an  asylum  in  case  of  sickness 
)s  indispensable  in  a  country  in  which  indentures  are  unknown  in  the  rural  districts. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  reporting  the  steady,  orderly  conduct  and  habits  of  the 
nativQ  peasantry ;  that  they  are  superior  in  these  respects  to  the  class  who  emigrate 
from  the  islands  and  elsewhere,  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  at  least  50  per 
cent,  of  offences  and  crimes  are  by  emigrants. 

Malignant  fever  has  been  very  prevalent  till  lately,  throughout  the  year  ;  and 
small-pox,  introduced  from  Barbados,  sometimes  fatal  to  adults  advanced  in  years, 
but  generally  of  a  mild  description.  Vaccination  has  been  most  zesdously  promoted 
by  aU  the  medical  men  of  the  province. 

Education  is  very  generally  promoted  amongst  the  labouring  classes.  The 
archdeacon  is  now  projecting,  with  every  prospect  of  success,  an  institution  where 
the  higher  branches  of  education  may  be  obtained.  This  will  be  invaluable  tp  the 
middling  classes,  who  cannot  afford  to  send  their  children  to  Europe. 
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(No.  177.)  'No.  6G. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  Dec.  26th,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  returns  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates 
for  the  month  of  November,  with  summary  by  Mr.  Wolseley ;  also  separate 
returns  of  the  Coolies,  Portuguese  emigrants,  Sierra  Leone  emigrants,  and 
captured  Africans.  The  Coolies,  and  the  two  last-mentioned  emigrants,  con- 
tinue almost  without  a  casualty. 

The  deaths  amongst  the  Portuguese  are  not  quite  so  numerous  ;  and,  on 
examination  of  the  causes  of  death,  the  diseases  are  not  generally  from  the 
effects  of  climate. 

I  believe,  notwithstanding  the  mortality  amongst  the  Portuguese,  that  they 
feel  their  condition  ameliorated  by  coming  to  this  Colony  ;  and,  animated  by 
the  knowledge  they  have  of  the  facility  of  making  money  by  their  industry, 
they  in  no  way  despond  :  all  who  do  work  give  satisfaction  to  their  employers. 

In  Mr.  Wolseley's  summary,  allusion  is  made  to  observations  by  Mr. 
Brittain,  that  some  of  the  employers  charge  high  for  cottages,  when  the  occu- 
pants do  not  work  for  the  estates. 

If  these  charges  are  made  and  enforced,  unless  a  mutual  agreement  has 
been  sanctioned  by  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  they  are  illegal,  and,  whenever 
complained  of,  invariably  redressed.  Mr.  Brittain  will  be  called  on  to  give 
further  explanation. 

To  the  above-mentioned  returns  is  added  the  return  of  captured  Africans 
for  the  month  of  October,  which  Mr.  Brittain  had  omitted  to  send  in  time  to 
accompany  those  from  the  other  Stipendiary  Magistrates. 

I  have   &IC 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley,  (Signed)     '       HENRY  UGHT. 

&C.  &C.  &c. 
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No.  66. 
No.  1. 

No.  -2. 

No.  3. 

No.  4. 

No.  S. 

Enclosure  1,  in  No.  661 
Epitome  of  Uie  Stipendiary  Magistrates'  Records  of  Complaints  for  November,  1841. 


End.  1,  in  No.  66. 


Hagiftraiet. 


J.  O.  L.  Mure 
W.  J.  Brittoin 
C.  R.  Whinfield 
A.  M.Lyons. 


T.  Coleman   •     • 


Geo.  Bali.     • 


J.  Macleod    •     • 


No.  of 
Cases. 


Nature  of  Offences. 


Complaints  preferred  by  journey- 
men artificers  against  employers, 
for  the  recovery  of  wages. 
Plantation  labourer  against  ma- 
nager of  an  estate,  for  the  recovery 
of  wages. 

Journeyman  carpenter  against 
master  carpenter,  for  the  recovery 
of  wages. 

1  Ditto        ditto         ditto        .      • 
i  Labourer  against  a  blacksmith, 

ditto,  ditto. 

2  Plantation  labourers  against  em- 
ployer, claiming  compensation  for 
materials  furnished  by  themselves 
towards  building  the  houses  they 
had  been  occupying. 

1  Comprises  20  labourers  as  com- 
plainants against  the  foreman  of 
an  estate,  with  whom  they  had 
entered  into  a  contract  for  the 
performance  of  a  job  of  work, 
and  for  which  they  claimed  pay- 
ment. 

The  foreman  in  the  preceding 
case,  17.  the  manager  of  the  pro- 
perty on  which  the  aforesaid  job 
of  work  was  to  be  done. 


How  disposed  of. 


Claims  admitted ;  one  forthwith  paid, 
in  the  other  two,  time  granted 
owing  to  want  of  funds. 

Payment  ordered. 


Part  paid ;  warrant  to  levy  issued  for 
the  balance. 

Disproved  and  dismissed. 
Judgment  for  the  amount  claimed. 

One  case  wholly  untenable,  the  other 
settled  by  employer  agreeing  to 
pay  the  appraised  value  of  the 
materials  alleged  to  have  been 
supplied  by  the  complainant. 

In  this  and  the  following  case  the 
difference  between  the  parties  was 
adjusted  by  the  representative  of 
the  estate  agreeing  to  pay  the  ap- 
praised value  of  the  work  actually 
done,  although  the  contract  had 
not  been  fulfilled. 
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BRITISH  GUIANA  '    Epitome  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates'  Records  of  Complaints  for  November  1841— ^con/tnuecL 


D.  Maclennan 


W.  H.  Ware  •     • 


W.  J.  Sandiford  • 
J.  A.  Allen     •     • 

A.  V.  R.  de  Groot 
C.  H*  Stmtt  .     . 


K.  Heyland    . 
[GeorjretowTi 
District.] 


72 


I  Complaint  preferred  by  the  owner 
of  an  estate  against  a  labouring 
man  whom  lie  had  employed  as  a 
cattle-keeper,  for  leaving  his  ser- 
vice without  notice,  and  without 
rendering  op  the  cattle. 

1  A  groom  against  his  master,  for 
throe  weeks'  vagea. 

3  Jowneymen  artificers  against 
their  employers,  to  recover  wages. 

3  Domestic  servants  against  em- 
ployers, to  recover  wages. 

2  Journeymen  against  master  car- 
penter, ditto,  ditto. 

1  Drogher  taileg  agnmrt  his  captain, 
ditto,  dUto. 

I  Labourer  against  his  manager, 
ditto,  ditto. 

1  Labourer  agrainst  manager,  claim- 
ing payment  for  coffee-picking, 
at  the  rate  of  Ss,  6d.  per  bag. 

3  Between  carpenters,  for  the  re- 
covery of  wages. 

1  Domes ticnervant,*!?.  master,  dilti>. 

1  Fisherman,  v.  ditto,  ditto. 

3  Labourers,  v.clitto,  ditto. 

1  Complaint  against  two  hill  coolies 
(indented  IsltQurers),  for  absent- 
ing tli^mseives  from  their  mas- 
ter's service  five  and  six  days. 
Carpenter,  v,  carpenter,  to  recover 
wages. 

1  Planter  against  three  labourers, 
for  wantonly  destroying  canes  of 
the  value  of  20  dollars. 

68  Journeymen  tradesmen,  car- 
penters, coopers,  &c.  &c  agaiast 
'employers,  io  yeo<w»r  wagna. 

1  Wife,  V,  husband,  for  maintenance 
money. 

2  Apprentice  boys,  v,  masters,  for 
ill-usage. 

1  Master,  v.  groom,  for  negfect  of 
duty. 


Defendant  ordered  to'  c6Iledt  -and 
deliver  ^ver  the  cattle  pf  which  he 
had  charge:  further  procaadiAgs 
abandoned. 


A  fortnight's  vages  awarded,  com- 
plainant having  left  without  giving 
notice. 

One  dismissed,  complahmnt  rot  a]i> 
pearing;  one  withdrawn ;  enead* 
justed. 

Sums  claimed  awarded,  with  aoitaU^ 
compensation  for  lost  time. 

Ditto        ditto        ^tu. 


Ditto 
Ditto 


ditto 
ditto 


ditto, 
ditto. 


28,  9d.  per  bag  being  the  orilnary^ 
rate,  jud^nent  given  aecordin^y: 

In  all,  awards  made  acconfiag  lo< 
evidence. 


One  fined  2  dollars,  the  other  3  doI<- 
lars  33  cents. ;  or,  in  default,  ta 
six  and  fivie  days*  imprisomneot. 

A  fortnight  allowed  for  thcf  claim  ta 

be  paid. 
Sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  4  dollara 

each. 

Seventeen  dismissed  or  compromised^ 
and  €fty-five  tanously adjusted* 


W.  B.  WoLSELET,  Circuit  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Summary  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates'  Records  of  Complaints  for  the  Month  of 

fjovember,  1841. 

Messrs.  Mure,  Whinfield,  and  Brittain  report  that  they  had  no  cases  between  masters  and 
servants  preferred  before  them  during  the  month  of  November,  and  the Jatjer. magistrate 
makes  the  following  observations: — *^The  1abouf«rs  are  now  very  generally  purchasing  land, 
and  erecting  their  own  cottages  on  it ;  this  at  once  does  away  with  a  former  very  general 
cause  of  difierence  between  them  and  their  employers,  who  used  to  charge  a  very  high  rate 
of  hire  for  their  houses  whenever  any  of  the  inhabitants  did  not  perform  For  the  estate  what 
the  employer  considered  a  sufficient  amount  of  work :  innumerable  complaints  of  sudden 
dismissals  of  tenants  irom  their  cottages  and  provision  grounds,  productive  of  much  ill  will 
and  loss  to  both  parties,  are. also  hereby  prevented.  I  am  only  waiting  for  the  transports  la 
be  passed,  to  make  a  return  of  several  settlements  made,  and  whole  lots  of  I4nd  purchased 
by  laboorers  m  this  district ;  Z  am  htippy  to  say  that  these  purchasers  of  land  do  not  materially 
diminish  the  amount  of  labour  aifforded  to  the  neighbauring  estates.** 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  liyons'  fiecord  contains  three  cases  of  complaints  preferred  by 
journeymen  artificers  against  their  enfployers  ibr  the  recovery  of  wages ;  the  claims  were 
undisputed,  and  in  one  ease  immediately  paid,  with  suitable  compensation  for  the  time  the 
complainant  had  lost  in  attending  before  the  magistrate  ;  in  the  other  two  want  of  funds  was 
pleaded,  and  reasonable  time  granted  to  settle  the  demands. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Coleman^s  Record  contains  two  cases  likewise  for  the  recovery  of 
wages ;  the  first  is  preferred  by  a  plantation  labourer  against  the  pianager  of  an  estate  who,, 
in  his  defence  states,  that  he  paid  the  wages  due  to  the  complainant  to  some  person  or  other 
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io  his  behalf^  but  could  net  say  to  whom ;  judgment  was  accordingly  given  in  favour  of  the  BRITISH  GUIANA 
complainant:  the  next  ia  a  complaint  preferred  by  a.  journeyman  against  a  master  carpenter^  """* 

claiming  7^  dolUca  for  nine  days'  labour^  5  dollars  paid^  and  a  warrant  of  distress  issued  for 
the  balance. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  BalFs  Record  contains  four  cases,  of  which  the  first  is  a  complaint 
preferred  by  a  jonrneyman  carpenter  against  a  master  carpenter  for  an  alleged  non-payment 
of  Wages,  which  waa  disproved,  and  the  case  dismissed ;  the  next  was  preferred  by  a  labourer 
against  a  blacksmith,  by  whom  he  had  been  employed  to  clear  and  drain  a  piece  of  land,  and 
for  which  he  demanded  I4f  dollars;  the  accused  party  failing  to  answer  the  summons^ 
judgment  was  given  in  favour  of  the  complainant  for  the  full  amount  claimed,  with  an 
additional  dollar  as  compensation  for  time  lost  in  preferring  and  substantiating  his  complaint: 
the  remaining  two  cases  are  complaints  preferred  by  plantation  labourers  against  the  manager 
as  representative  of  the  estate  on  which  they  had  been  employed,  with  the  view  of  obtaining 
compensation  for  materials  alleged  to  have  been  furnished  by  themselves  towards  the  building 
of  the  houses  which  they  occupied  on  the  property.  In  the  first  of  these  cases  the  com- 
plainant claimed  not  as  the  individual  who  had  actually  supplied  the  materials  in  question, 
but  as  his  widow;  it  was  proved,  however,  that  the  parties  were  never  married,  but  had 
merely  lived  togetlher  for  a  time,  and  aa  the  claim  could  not  be  sustained  on  these  grounds^ 
the  case  waa  dismisBed  la  the  next  case,,  though  equally  unprovided  for  by  any  legal 
enactment,  a  compromise  was  effected,  the  master  agreeing  to  pay  the  labourer  the  appraised 
value  of  the  materials  to  which  he  laid  claim. 

1^.  Stipendiary  Justice  Mac  Leod's  Record  contains  two  casea^  both  arising  out  of  a 
contract  for  a  job  of  work,  in  which  the  foreman  of  an  estate  appears  as  the  ostensible  person 
with  whom  the  contract  was  made,  and  is  accordingly  proceeded  against  by  20  labourers  to 
obtain  payment  for  the  work  they  had  performed ;  the  foreman  on  his  part  proceeded  against 
(the  manager  of  the  property,  and  it  was  eventually  agreed  upon,  that  although  the  job,  from 
nisraanagement  in  not  keeping  out  the  tide,  had  not  been  completed,  the  work  actually  done 
ahottld  be  appraised,  and  the  money  divided  amongst  the  labourers  employed. 

Mr.  Stipeniiiary  Justice  Maclennan's  Record  contains  five  cases  of  complaints ;  the  first 
is  preferred  by  the  proprietor  of  an  estate  against  a  labouring  man  who  had  been  employed 
as  a  cattle-keeper,  and  had  left  his  employer's  service  without  any  notice,  and  without 
rendering  up  the  cattle  that  had  been  placed  under  his  charge;  the  accused  was  ordered  to  * 

collect  and  deliver  over  the  cattle,  upon  which  further  proceedings  wees  abandoned..  Of  the 
remaining  four  cases,  one  is  a  complaint  preferred  by  a  groom  agjainst  his  master,  for  the 
recovery  of  three  weeks'  wages ;  the  defence  was,  that  complainant  had  quitted  his  master's 
service  without  giving  notice  of  his  intention  to  do  so;  judgment  for  two  weeks?  we^^.  Of 
the  other  three  coses  in  this  Record,  all  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  settling  disputed  wagesji 
accounts  between  artificers  and  their  employers,  one  was  dismissed,  complainant  not 
appearing,  one  was  withdrawn,  and  the  other  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  parties  without 
any  adjudication. 

Mr.  Stoipendian'  Justice  Ware's  Record  contains  seven  cases  for  the  recovery  of  wages^  of 
which  three  are  com^ptaints  preferred  by  domestic  servants  against  their  employer,  the 
manager  of  an  estate ;  two  by  journeymen  carpenters  against  master  carpeaters ;  one  by  a 
drogher  sailor  against  his  captain  ;  and  the  remaining  case  by  a  labourer  against  his  manager, 
in  ail  of  which  the  stims  claimed  were  awarded  with  suitable  compensation  to  each  corn- 
plainant  for  the  time  lost  in  preferring  and  provingtheir  complaints. 

Mr.  Acting-Stipendiary  Justice  Sandiford's  Kecord  contains  one  case,  a  complaint 
preferred  by  a  plantation  labourer  against  bis  n^nager,  claiming  payment  for  coflee-picking 
«t  the  rate  of  3^.  6rf,  per  bag  j  it  was  proved  that  2s,  9rf.  is  the  ordinary  rate  of  wages  for 
such  a  job,  and  there  being  no  proof  that  the  complainant  had  been  promised  more^  his  claim 
cottld  not  be  entertained. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Allen's  Record  contains  eight  cases  of  complaints  for  the 
recovery  of  wages ;  three  of  which  are  between  carpenters,  one  preferred  by  a  domestic 
servant,  and  another  by  a  fisherman  against  their  respective  masters  ;  and  three  by  labourers, 
one  against  a  carpenter,  another  against  a  store-keeper,  and  the  third  against  a  task-gang 
manager;  in  all  of  which  the  claims  were  variously  adjusted  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
complainants. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Strutt's  Record  contains  two  cases;  the  first  is  a  complaint 
preferred  by  a  journeyman  carpenter  against  a  master  carpenter  for  the  recovery  of  wages, 
want  of  funds  pleaded  in  excuse,  and  a  fortnight  allowed  for  the  claim  to  be  paid ;  the  next 
is  a  case  of  destruction  of  property,  in  which  the  manager  of  an  estate  charges  three  labourers 
with  wantonly  and  maliciously  destroying  a  quantity  of  canes,  of  the  value  of  "20  dollars ;  the 
accused  admitted  the  charge;  and  having  no  excuse  to  offer,  were  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of 
4  dollars  each  for  the  benefit  of  the  master,  in  terms  of  sec.  7,  cap.  4,  of  H.  M.  Order  in 
"Council  of  7th  September,  1838,  regulating  Contracts  of  Service. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  De  Groot's  Record  contains  but  one  case ;  a  complaint  preferred 
by  the  manager  of  an  estate  against  two  of  his  indentured  Hill  Coolie  labourers,  charging  them, 
the  one  with  six,  the  other  with  five  days'  absence  from  their  master's  service ;  as  offences  of 
this  kind  are  frequent  among  the  Coolies,  and  lenity  had  been  tried  to  no  purpose,  they  were 
respectively  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  8^  and  2  dollars,  or  in  default  of  payment  to  six  and 
five  days*  imprisonment  in  the  gaol  at  New  Amsterdam. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Huyland's  Record  for  the  Georgetown  District  contains  72  cases; 
of  which  t  8  were  complaints  preferred  by  journeymen  tradesmen,  carpenters,  coopers,  brick- 
layers, boat-builders,  and  domestic  servants,  against  their  respecti\e  employers,  to  obtain 
payment  of  wages.     One  was  a  complaint  preferred  by  a  wife  against  her  husband,  both 
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BRITISH  GUIANA  labouring  people,  to  obtain  maintenance  money ;  two  were  complaints  of  apprentice  boys 

""^  against  their  masters  for  ill  usage ;  and  the  remaining  case  was  a  complaint  preferred  by  a 

master  against  his  groom  for  neglect  of  duty,  and  breach  of  a  monthly  contract  of  service; 

17  of  the  number  were  dismissed  or  compromised,  and  55  variously  adjusted  according  to  the 

evidence. 

With  reference  to  the  case  of  Nelly  Smart,  in  Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Allen's  Record  of 
Complaints  for  the  month  of  October,  in  which  (the  Summary)  it  was  stated  that  '*  further 
explanation  would  be  called  for,"  the  magistrate  reports,  under  date  29th  November,  *'  the 
woman,  I  am  glad  to  say,  has  not  been  further  molested ;  she  is  doing  light  work  on  the  estate, 
and  everything  remains  in  statu  quo. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

W.  B.  WOLSELEY, 

Circuit  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


No.  2. 
MoNTHjLY  Report  respecting  the  Hill  Coolies  in  British  Guiana,  1st  December,  1641. 


Number  on 
Estate. 

AbMntees. 

• 

Number  of 

Days 

Absent. 

Deaths 

since  last  Report, 

Namesi  and 

Dates. 

Number  of  Sick  on 

30th  ultimo,  and  General 

SUte  of  their  Health 

during  last  Month. 

Location. 

^ 

i 

1 

Particulars  and  Result 
of  any  Complaint  preferred  in  the 

Belle  Vue  • 
Wales   .    . 

Vtideeteia  . 

Highbury    • 
Waterloo     . 

AnnaRegina 

56 
49 

22 

92 
38 

41 

2 
2 

•  • 

7 

•  • 

3 

1 
3 

•  • 

10 

•  • 

7 

Jowbyiaing 

Narrain    • 
Puckerow  • 
Snnkur      , 

Buldee      • 

Blk.  Sabjn 
Torontee   • 

None    •     . 
None   •     • 

•  • 

Snce  7th 
June,  1839. 

14  Aug. 

1st  Sepl, 

1841 
23rd  Sept 

Not. 
15th  Not. 

•  t 
*• 

•  • 

None     •    •    • 
None     •    •     • 

1  vts.,  Bhoria, 

10th  Not. 

of  Dysentery. 

None     •     •     • 

None     •     •     • 

•  • 

16  State  ofheatth  good 

•  • 

n  Sick  on  30th;  tUte 

of  health  good 
3  State  of  heiSth  Tery 

g«Hl 

3  Sick;  state  of  health 
good 

47' 

The  manager  complained  of  Annandoo 
hating  again  abnented  himself  £br  a 
period  of  54  days.  Arrested  bj 
police,  and  eentenoed  to  be  impn- 
soded,  with  hard  labour,  for  the  term 
of  six  dfys  in  the  gaol  of  Georgetown, 

None. 

None. 

None. 

Munnu  and  Mangallan  for  repeated 
abswMse  from  their  Ivboor  and  th« 
estate;  the  first  fer  6  and  the  other 
for  5  days ;  condemned  to  refund  to 
the  estate  3  dolUia  33  cents,  and  2 
dollars^  in  default  of  which  imprison*, 
ment  in  Her  Majesty's  gaol  unless 
sooner  paid.    (They  paid.) 

None. 

298 

14 

21 

333 

(A  true  Copy.) 
W.  B.  WoLSELEY,  Assist.  Gov.  Sec. 
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No.«. 
MoNTBLT  Return  of  Portusfuese  Emigrants  in  District  B,  this  Ist  December,  1841. 


Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Mortatity 

in  the 
last  Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c* 

Location, 

1 

1 

1 

1 

s 

i 

1 

d 

1 

i 

2 

Plantation— 

Succesa      •     •     •     » 

Iiiitignan  •     •     •     • 
Annandale      •     •     • 

IS 

14 
21 

6 

17 
16 

6 

10 
19 

7 

7 
6 

3 

6 

8 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

1 

1 
2 

1 

•  • 

The  emigranta  on  this  eatate 
fufl^red  maeh>  dniing  last 
month,  from  intermittent 
fever ;  but  only  one  woman 
died  ;  she  waa  quite  worn  out 
from  repeated  attacka. 

On  Lusignan  and  Annandale 
the  emigranta  continued 
tVi^^^irhff^l  laat-  »"*>»*h  verr 
sickly — chiefly  from  inters 
mittent  fever  and  general  do* 
bUity;  but  the  mortality  waa 
much  lesa  than  in  the  pre- 
ceding month* 

On  the  19th  ult,  is  of  those 
on  Annandale  w«e  seat  in 
the  estate's  schooner  to  the 
Colonial  Hospital,  but  only  9 
were  admitted;  Uie  rest  re- 
turned by  the  boat,  and  ap« 
peated  improved  by  the  trip  $ 
in  eonsequmee  of  which  the 
manager    arranged  to   send 

the  boat,  for  the  benefit  of 
their  health:  3  of  those  W- 
ceived  into  the  Colonial  Hoar 

and  returned  to  Aifiandale. 

The  wages  of  the  Portuguese  U- 
bourers  are  the  same  as  those  of 
theotherestatesMabourers.  Their 
lodgings  and  general  treatment 
are  unexceptionable,  and  no  re- 
humane  and  liberal  attention  paid 
to  their  comfort  and  treatment 
tinea. the  bveakiag  out  of  tba 
sickness  among  them.  They  have 
all  along,  when  able  to  work, 
been  employed  about  the  build* 
ings  on  the  three  estates  upon 
which  they  axe  located  in  this 
district 

1 
1                                   t 

(A  true  Return.) 
Don.  Maclxknan>  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Monthly  Return  of  Portuguese  Emigrants  in  District  C  (Upper  Dmsion),  this  Ist  Deoember,  1841, 


Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

MortaUty 

in  the 
hut  Month. 

General  SUte  of  their  HeaUh. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c. 

i 

1 

d 
S 

1 

1 

d 

1 

Plantation— 

Ruimveld  .     • 
Rume  and  Housto 
Garden  of  Eden   . 
Farm  •     .     •     , 
Providence 
Herstelling     •     , 
Petus  H^     •     . 
Sage  Pond*     .     < 
Vliasengen      •     < 

n   • 

93 

94 

25 

16 

18 

2 

5 

11 

1 

51 
76 

24 

11 

14 

2 

3 

1 

53 
102 
38 
23 
23 
1 
10 

a  • 

32 

63 

18 

16 

16 

2 

5 

11 

1 

9 
41 
19 

5 

10 
2 
3 

•  • 

•  • 

8 
30 
13 

8 

11 

1 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

• . 
3 
4 

1 

I 

•  • 

9 
5 

2 
2 

Notwithstanding  the  number 
of  deatha  that  have  oecnrted 
last  month,  their  geueral 
health  appears  now  to  be 
good ;  they  have  the  best 
medicssl  aavice,  medicines, 
and  all  kinds  of  nourishment 
gratis;  but  it  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  they  do  not  al- 
ways  avail  themselves  of 
these  advantages,  and  in 
some  instances  refuse  them. 
Tlus  applies  to  the  estates  on 
which  deaths  have  occurred. 

On  the  other  estates  their 
health  is  decidedly  good. 

The  adults  generally  earn  from  9 
to  12  dollars  per  month,  and  the 
children  from  3  to  5  dollars ;  but 
thev  generally  work  in  families, 
and  the  father  receives  the  wages,^ 
which  rend^  it  difficult  to  aa* 
ceruin  correctly  what  each  indi- 
vidual earns.  They  are  very  com- 
fortably lodged,  and  do  uot  will- 
ingly turn  out  so  well  to  their 
work  in  wet,  as  in  fair  weather. 

Thomas  Coleman,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 
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A  Return  of  Portuguese  Emigrants  who  hare  died  in  PlstnM  C  between  Ist  November  and  Ist  December  1841. 


Name  of 

Location  at  the  t 
Death. 

'""^^^             Name  of  Deceased. 

Sup- 
posed 
Age. 

Vendht 
whitth  tba 

Deceaeed 

cametotbe 

Colonyc 

DiMiase  of  which  the 

deceased  Died,  or  Caaaa 

of  Death. 

Remarks. 

Plantation — 

' 

RulmTeld  . 

.     •     .      Maria  de  Julia   .... 

55 

NotknowA 

Meaelea   ...... 

These     children    were     not 

r     »     »     Maria  de  Camasa     .     ..     • 

2 

ft 

9  9 

brought   under  the   adyice 

»     .     •      Maria  Gonsalves  de  Pique  . 

1 

9» 

9  i 

and    care   of    the   medical 

.     •     .      Louisa  de  Jesu  Femana      . 

1 

9  « 

9  t 

practitioner  until    the   last 

,     .     •      B«»ta  de  Josae    •     •     «     • 

2 

•»  » 

.  ,      >>    . 

stage  of  the  disease. 

»     .     .      Fmncis  de  Freitaa   .     •     • 

3 

9  9 

>> 

>     •     •     Maria  de  Josae  '•     •     •     • 

2 

J  f 

>> 

»     •     Antonio  d4»  Jueae     .     •     . 

3 

9  f 

Djsentery 

These   three   children    died 

.     4      Antonio  Fereira  •     «     •     • 

2 

)  f 

'1 

without  having  the  assist- 

,    •     •     Antonio  de  Sousa    •     •     • 

2 

J  f 

99 

ance  of   a  medical  practi- 

tioner.     Fide  Coroner's  Xn- 

qu«rt. 

.Rome  and  Hoc 

liton    •     Everislo 

2 

i  t 

Aptha. 

f  y 

•     Antonia  Maria    .     •     •     • 

10 

f  9 

Diopsy. 

f  f 

.     Manuel  deFrwtaa   •     •     . 

30 

9  9 

Dysentery. 

f  f 

.      Mana  de  Freitaa      •     •     • 

4 

9  $ 

9  f 

•      Miinuel  Gomes    .     •     •     • 

19 

9  9 

Fever. 

f  f 

•     Manuel  de  SyWa  Nemea     . 

23 

99 

9  9 

•     Bfanuel  de  Setna     •     .     • 

9 

i  f 

Arusma* 

if 

.     Vicinta    •#.... 

1 

9* 

Worms* 

Garden  of  Edei 

I    •     •      Francif  Comendanes     •     • 

28 

99 

Fever  and  constipation  of 
bowels. 

f  f 

.     •     Caiherina  de  Jaxas  .     •     . 

39 

9  $ 

General  debOity. 

•     .      Albert  Drumos   •     •     .^     • 

50 

J  f 

Dysentery. 

Fever  ana  bowel  complaint. 

•     •     Francia  Fiistum .     .     •     • 

25 

f  9 

9  i 

.     .      Jochima  de  Jusaa    •     •     • 

50 

9  9 

General  debility  •     •     .     • 

Would  not  teka  medidne  or 
nourishment 

f  f 

•     .      Manuel  Jechim  Drukes 

48 

99 

Nervous  feyer. 

$  f 

.     •      Maria  Joohina     .     •     .     . 

48 

9  9 

Dysentery. 
Worms. 

f  f 

.     •      Antonia  Serving      .     .-     • 

1 

9  9 

f  f 

5 

9  9 

Ne  apparent  diseaw. 

»» 

.     •     Rosa  de  SyWia  •     •     *     • 

48 

99 

Nostalgia 

Would  not  take  medidne  or 
nourishment. 

Parm 

•     •     Catherine  Dondrago      •     . 

34 

F6?er  and  consequent   de* 

• 

htUtr 
Rmy. 

•     .      Manuel  de  LacY       •     .     • 

45 

Ditto                ditto 

p        1 »       •     •      • 

.     .      Candalar  L'Esevis    •     •     • 

2 
9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

Asthma. 
DebUity. 

i>        •     •     • 

>9           *.        *        * 

•     •     Juliet  Goves ..... 

months 

Thomas  Coleman^  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Monthly  Return  of  Portugese  Emigrants  in  Distriet  A  (Upper  Division),  this  Ist  Deoember,  1841. 


Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Mortality 

in  the 
last  Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages^ 
Lodgings,  &c 

Location. 

<3 

a 

a 

1 

O 

s 

1 

6 

J 

'.2 

Ptttitatitm— 

Csne  Grove    •    «     * 

MelviUe     .... 

soppiy 

•  • 

I 

1 
1 

1 

9 
2 

•  • 

1 

1 

•  • 
1 

1 

1 

•  • 

2 

1 

5 

1 

The  only  one  remaining  on 
this  estate  is  a  jrirl  about  10 
years  old,  named  Kdouarda  de 
. Jetusr  thf»  sole-  survivor  of  a 
family  of  six,  who  arrived 
from  Madeira  little  more  than 
two  months  ago  in  good 
health;  her  father,  mother, 
two  brothers,  and  a  nster 
having  fallen  victims  to  the 
climate.  She  is  rather  sickly, 
and  is  taken  good  care  of. 

The  Portuguese  at  Melville, 
consisting  (with  the  exception 
of  one  man)  of  children,  the 
eldeat  15  years  old,  are  almost 
all  sickly. 

These  people,  who  have  been  a 
considerable  time  in  the  co- 
kuy,  are  healthy. 

Twenty-eight  of  these  people,  who, 
with  the  girl  before  mentioned, 
were  the  survivors  of  44,  left 
the  estate  nn  the  8th  of  No- 
vember, the  most  of  whom  w«r« 
placed  in  the  public  hospital  at 
Georgetown. 

The  lodgings  in  which  they  are 
placed  are  extremely  ^d,  and 
they  are  furnished  with  every- 
thing requisite;  but^  from  their 
state  of  health,  they  are  of  course 
unable  to  earn  any  wages. 

The  man  earns  about  a  guilder 
per  day  in  jobbing  at  the  build- 
ings; the  women  8  dollars  per 
month  as  washerwomen;  and  one 
of  the  children  2  bits  per  day: 
the  other  is  an  infant. 

George^ ALL,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 
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• 

Total 
Namber. 

At  Work. 

MovtaUlj    ' 
in  the 
last  Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c. 

lioeslm. 

i 

a 

1 

1 

i , 

i 

1 

^ 

i: 

PUntation— 

Vrieden  Hoop      .     . 
KkynP    .     .     -     . 
M«}greToiit  •     »    • 
ScboM  Old    •     •     . 

1 
La  Qt9m^     •     •    • 

^if  mea     •     .     •     • 
Tcmiilles  •    «    .    • 

to 

2 

7 

49 

22 
3 

20 

1 

4 

43 

24 

20 

1 

17  i 

10 

6 

49 

87 
50 

•  • 

•  •  i 

•  • 

•  • 

m  • 

•  . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
1 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
3 

5 

3 

•  • 

Pretty  good      •     .     .     •     • 

Very  good    •»..•• 

.     •     • 

Four  of  the  adults  died  of  yel- 
low fever,  one  of  debility,  and 
the  three  children  all  of  de- 
bility.   Oieat  care  and  atten- 
tion   bestowed  on   thoae  in 
hospital;  mudi  fever  has  pi»- 

On  La  Grange  the  adult  died 
of  fever,  and  the  children,  four 
q£   them»   died  of  meaalei, 
which  hat  proved  unusually 
fatal,  owing,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, to  the  diflBculty  expe- 
neneed  to  make  ^em  take 
the  necessary  medicnes.  The  - 
other  child  came  on  the  es- 
tate in   the    last    stage    of 
marasauis  of  which  it  ulti-> 
mately  died.    Great  care  and 
atteatiun  bestowed  on  the  sick. 
Oo  the  Nismes  the  adult  died 

of  naeasles;  much  care  and 

attention  bestowed  on  them. 

Very  good-  •  •  .     .     .     .     • 

• 
The  same  as  per  last  Return. 
Idem. 

The  same  as  last  Return. 
The  same  as  last  Return. 

•          • 

Wages,  the  usual  amount  given  to 
labourers;   lodgings  in  a  large 
and  commodious  lo^e,  fitted  up 
for  them.    No  hospital  on  estate, 
but  one  is  about  to  be  made. 

Located  in  a  large  logie,  fitted  up 

the  tick  attended  in  their  own 
apartments.    Wafea  as  uauaL 
As  per  last  nbmu 

Total    .     • 

131 

113 

169 

•  • 

•  . 

•  • 

3 

4 

11 

W.  J.  Sandiford,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Monthly  Return  of  Portuguese  Emigrants  in  Town  Division  in  District  C,  on  Estates,  this  1st  December  1841. 


Total 
Number.     ' 

AtWnk. 

iHortalfty 

in  the 

lastlionih. 

Genena  State  of  their  HeaUi. 

Remarks  as  to  Wagee, 

1 

i 
1 

1 

• 

1 

I 
^ 

2 

1 

1 

6 

Plantation— 

La  Penitence  •     •     . 

80 

72 

87 

50 

40 

24 

2 

•  • 

1 

Tolerably  good.    The  vant  of 
deanltneaa  among  the  Portu- 

the  cbildreii  is  to  be  lamented. 

For  a  moderate  task  in  field-work 
from  30  to  40  cents.     In  the 
manuracture  of  sugar  50  cents. 
Lodginga  are  good. 

E.  Wtlanp,  Stipendiary  ICagiBtrate. 


A  Retuss  of  Fortttguese  Emigrants  who  have  Died  in  Town  Division,  District  C,  on  Estates,  between  1st  and  30th 

November,  1841. 


NameoT 

LoodionmtlbeiiBeof 
DuAIl 

Name  of  Deceased. 

posed 

Vetselin 

which  the 

Deceased 

came  to  the 

Disease  of  which  the 

deceased  Died,  or  Cause 

«f  DMhk. 

Remarks. 

CMwiy.     . 

:Fliiit^aoii— 

La  I^BflSteBCB  •    •    • 

Aatonio  Doamt  •     •     •     • 

32    . 

Not  known 

YeUow  fever 

There   does   not  appear    to 

LewkBoia  ••••-• 

4 

Brigantiue 

Dyventery. 

have  l)seB  asiything  remark- 

M9t0mt9m 

Jones  Gonsalves      •     •     • 

21 

Not  Juiown 

Mea^ksand  fever. 

Measles  are  prevalent,  and 
it  is  to  be  feared  the  mor- 

tality among  the   children 

wni    be    considerable,     as 

thvir  parents    do   not  pay 

pmper  attention  to  the  me- 

1 

™— 

dical  prescriptions,  &c 

R.  Wtland,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 


Monthly  Return  of  Portuguese  Emtgrnnts  in  District  M,  this  ist  Deeemberv  1841. 


Location. 


Total 
Number. 


AtWotk. 


fc 


Mortality 

in  the  last 

Month. 


Geaeral  State  of  their  Hedtb. 


Reiharkt  as  to  Wag 
Lodgings,  &C. 


Plantation — 

Sliza  and  Maiy   • 


Skeldon 


TwentyHiix  went  together  to  these  two 
adjoining  estates.  Fourteen  are  above 
accounted  for  on  Eliza  and  Mary ;  of  the 
12  that  are  on  Skeldon  I  have  not  yet 
recetred  a  detailed  and  nominal  return  as 
required.    None  have  died  on  this  estate. 


Mr.  M'Donidd,  the  Catl 
g^man  is  just  retume* 
visit  to  these  Portugo 
reports  most  favourab!] 
lodging-  and  general  ki 
ment,  bat  he  declares 
covery  to  be  slow. 

No  situation  could  be 
vourable  to  them,  eith 
spect   to   climate,    lodj 
general  kind  and  libei 
I  have  not  been  able  to  visit  them  since  they 
but  my  next  Report  will  be  from  my  own  iuspection. 


▲11  the  Portuguese  on  both 
these  estates  are  veiy  delicate 
up  to  this  date.  Some  of 
them  are  still  '  occasionally 
attacked  with  fever.  None 
have,  as  yet,  done  any  work 
on  either  estate. 


W.  J.  Brittain,  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  Distri( 


A  Return  of  Portuguese  Emigrants  who  have  Died  in  District  M,  between  Slst  October  and  30lh  November,  ] 


Name  of 

Location  at  the  time  of 
Peath. 

Name  of  Deceased. 

Sup- 
posed 
Age. 

Vessel  in 

which  the 

Decea<4ed 

came  to  the 

Colony. 

Disease  of  which  the 

deceased  Died,  or  Cause 

of  Death. 

Remarks. 

Plantation— 

Elisa  and  Mary    •     • 

Rosa  de  Je«us    •  .  •  .  •    • 

5 

Not     known, 

Prolapsus  ani  and  extreme 

This  child  was  so  ver] 

but  they  were 

weakness. 

wh^n  She  left  the 

brought  here 

• 

that    she  would    a 

in  the  steamer 

betfn  taken  had  not 

Lady     Flora 

tor  declared  a  chang 

HoitiMfft,  by 

her  only  rbftn^e  of  r 

Mr.  A.  Mac- 

donald,    pro. 

prietor  Plan- 

tation  Ever- 

Skeldon    •    •     •     • 

None. 

ton. 

W.  J.  Brittain,  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  Distric 


Monthly  Return  of  Portuguese  Emigrants  in  District  E,  this  1st  December,  1841. 


Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Mortality 

in  the 
last  Month. 

General  SUte  of  Uieir  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wag< 

Location* 

1 

1 

1 
1 

a 

i 

o 

a 

^ 

3 

Plantation — 

Meten  Meersorg   .     • 
Uitvlugt    .... 
Vrees  en  Hoop     .     • 
Edinburgh.     .     •     • 
Cornelia  Ida  •     •     • 

Hague       .     .     •     • 
Nouvelle  Flandres      • 

Best    •    •     •     •     • 

2 
25 
34 
18 
13 

20 
11 

9 

6 
23 
28 
12 
14 

17 
10 

12 

10 
29 
32 
11 
23 

52 
14 

23 

2 

25 
32 
18 
11 

20 
10 

6 

4 
18 
23 

9 
12 

15 
3 

10 

6 

18 

6 

. . 
6 

28 
7 

11 

i 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
1 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

•  * 

Very  good. 

Sickly. 

Sickly. 

Good  as  yet. 

Good ;  only  2  in  hospital  con- 
valescent. 

Very  good. 

Have  been  and  continue  very 
sickly. 

Has    been    good  during  last 
month. 

All  these  immigrants  are 
same  wages  as  are  give 
other  labourers  on  the  es 
cording  to  the  quantity  an 
of  the  work  performed.   / 
Meersorg  the  lodgings  i 
goodt  and  there  is  an  < 
hospital.    The  only  ob}< 
the  lodgings  at  Uitvlugt 
the  rooms  aie  too  sma 
houses  at   Vrees  en   H 

Monthly  Return  of  Sierra  Leone  Emigprants  in  District  Q,  this  1st  December,  1841. 

better,  but  there  is  no  ho 
sick  nurse.    The  manag 
ever,  is  fitting  up  a  cot^ 
hospital.     Mauy   of  the 
gurse  there  have  been  a  ( 
able   time    in  the   col^ 
£<iinl)urgh  the  PortugoJ 
only  b^n  a  few  days,    ij 

Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Mortality 

in  the 
last  Month. 

General  Slate  of  their  Health. 

Locatkm*    ' 

1 

i 

i 

1 

i 

i 

i 

^ 

i 

3 

ings  are  very  indifferea 
immigrants  have    been 
very  good  houses  at  La 
the  manager,  who  is  also 
of  Edinburgh,  but  ded 

Plantation — 

Meten  Meersorg  •    . 

11 

.  • 

•  • 

11 

«• 

•  • 

.  • 

.  • 

• « 

Excellent;  no  deaths  and  no 
sickness. 

This  necessary  alteration  is  abo 
dres  and  Best  the  accommods 

them.  AtComelUIdal 
are  large  and  airy.    Ai 
the  lodgings  are  good, 
ground  floors  are  nut 
nt  to  be  made.    At  Nout • 
dons  are  good.    No  bed^ 
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A  Return  of  Portuguese  Emigraiits  who  have  Died  in  District  E,  between  lit  November  and  Ist  December,  1841. 


Name 

Location  at  the  time 
of  Death. 

Name  of  Deceased. 

Sup- 
posed 
Agt. 

of  Vessel  in 

which 
the  Deceased 

came  to 
the  Colony. 

Disease  of 

which  the  deceased  Died, 

or  Cause  of  Death. 

Remarks. 

Plantation — 

Uitvlugt    •     •     •     • 

Francisco  Vieyra      .     . 

40 

Unknown  • 

Fever. 

With  exception  of  Vrees  en 

>  >        •     •     •     • 

Maria  de  Jesus  •     •     • 

18 

»y          • 

Congestive  fever    (in   cold 
stage  of  intermittent). 

Hoop  all  the  extates  have 
good  hospitals  and  attentive 

Vrees  en  Hoop     •     • 

IsabeUa  de  Siloe.     .     • 

34 

99              * 

General  debility. 

nurses.     The    chief    cause 

9  9                          •         • 

Maria  Francisca      •     • 

32 

9  9              • 

Disease  unknown. 

of  death  among  these  immi« 

NouTelle  Flandres     • 

Antonia  Maria   •     •     • 

22 

99              • 

Chronic     dysentery,     with 

grants  is  the  immoderate 
indulgence    in    fruits,    fre- 

which she  arrived. 

Best 

Manoel  Terceira.     .     . 

40 

>>              • 

Fever.    Moribund  in  his  cot- 
tage before  manager  was 
informed    of    his    illness. 
Doctor  immediately  called 
to  see  him.    Lived  only  a 

quently  unripe,  and  in  the 
sugar-cane. 

few  hours  after. 

J.  O.  LocKHART  Mure,  S.  J.  P.,  District  E. 


Monthly  Return  of  Portuguese  Emigrants  in  District  I,  County  Berbice,  let  December,  1841. 


Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Mortality 

in  the 
la«t  Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c 

Location. 

1 

1 

a 
S2 

1 

i 

1 

s 

3 

i 

2 

Plantation  Profit  is  the  only 
estate    in    this    district 
where  Portuguese  emi- 
grants are  located. 

12 

14 

3 

12 

13 

3 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

Tet  sickly. 

Good  lodgings,  rent  free,  wages 
33}  cents,  fur  7^  hours'  labour, 
which  can  be  ])erformed  in  4 
hours' steady  work.  Thexe  people 
are  well  taken  care  of,  and  every 
attention  paid  to  their  comforts. 
The  locality  is  most  salulrioui, 
and,  when  a  little  more  seasoned 
to  the  climate,  there  is  every 
probability  of  their  doing  well. 

A.  Van  Ryck  de  Groot,  S.  J.  P. 


Monthly  Return  of  Portugese  Emigrants  in  District  G,  this  1st  December,  1841. 


Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Mortality 

in  the 

last  Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

• 

Location. 

i 

1 

1 

i 

i 

1 

U 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c 

Plantation — 

Ondemuming  •     •     • 

Spring  Garden     •    • 

14 

8 

10 
3 

19 

1 

14 

8 

10 

2 

8 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

Convalescent,  and  all  doing  a 
Uttle  work.    The  infant  died 
from  debility. 

Has  been  very  good.    I  think 
this  is  to  be  accounted  for. 
These  people  had  been  some 
months  in  the  colony  previous 
to  their  location  on  ttus  estate. 

The  wages,  as  usual,  from  4  to  10 
dollars  per  month.  Lodgings 
very  good;  and  when  I  asked 
them  if  they  were  happy,  an- 
swered, very  happy  now  they 
were  well. 

The  houses  are  very  good.  Wages, 
on  an  average  earned  8  dollars 
per  month;  and  hving  myself 
on  this  estate,  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  more  closely  ob- 
serving their  cheerful  and  happy 
situation. 

A.  M.  Lyons,  S.  M.,  District  G. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

Monthly  Return  of  Portuguese  Emigrants  in  DistricC  G,  this  1st  December,  1841. 


Location. 


Total 
Number. 


^ 


At  Work. 


Mortality 

in  the 
last  Month. 


General  State  of  their  Health. 


Remarka  at  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c 


Plantation — 
Good  Intent 


10 


These  labourers  are  still  sickly. 
The  man  that  died  last  month 
wa&  from  protracted  debility. 


Aurora* 


13 


14 


19 


Very  sickly  the  last  month. 
The  loss  of  labour  that  has 
occurred  has  proceeded  from 
two  causes  ;  the  first,  from 
being  in  too  debilitated  a 
state;  secondly,  from  not  get- 
ting weekly  allowance  inde- 
pendent of  their  wages;  which 
allowance  for  the  first  month, 
including  various  articles  given 
to  them,  amounted  to  303  dol- 
lars. Three  men  aud  two 
women  have  left  the  estate. 


The  wages  when  they  are  at  work 
are  at  the  same  rate  as  other 
field  labourers,  from  4  to  8  dollars 
per  month,  with  allowances  of 
9alt  fish,  rice,  &c.  They  are  well 
lodged  in  a  commodioos  house 
formerly  occupied  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Watt,  parish  of  St  Mark'N, 
erected  on  brick  pillars  seven  feet 
high,  with  a  gallery  in  front. 

The  wages  earned  in  jobbing  work 
has  been  as  high  as  67  cents  per 
day,  and  the  field  work  the  same 
as  the  other  labourers,  from  4  to 
10  dollars  per  month.  The  houses 
are  all  new,  and  are  excellent. 


A.  M.  Lyons,  S.  M.,  District  G. 


Monthly  Return  of  Portuguese  Emigrants  in  District  F,  this  1st  December,  1841. 


XiocatioQ. 


Total 
Number. 


At  Work. 


Mortality 

in  the 

last  Month. 


General  State  of  their  Health. 


Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c. 


Plantation — 
Meerzorg 


Caledouia  •     •     • 


NewBendorff. 


11 


20 


Maria  Joanna. 


Success  • 


Betrieve    • 


11 


11 


11 


16 


10 


22 


17 


10       8 


11 


10 


The  Portuguese  upon  this  es- 
tate are  at  present  enjoying 
very  good  health. 


These  emimfots  are  enjoying 
good  health.  1  man,  3  wo- 
men, and  3  childten,  sick  on 
the  1st  December,  1841. 

These  emigrants  are  very 
sickly.  5  men,  3  women, 
and  1  child,  ace  at  pnaent  in 
a  dangerous  state. 


Hie  emigrants  upon  this  estate 
are  healthy.  3  women  sick 
en  1st  December. 


1  man,  1  woman,  and  1  child, 
are  sick;  the  rest  are  healthy. 


The  emigrants  upon  this  estate 
are  healthy. 


These  emigrants  are  now  bcated 
in  a  good  cottage,  and  are  pro- 
vided with  beds,  tables,  and 
benches.  When  at  work  their 
monthly  wages  average  50  cents, 
per  diem. 

These  people  are  accommodated 
in  good  cottages,  supplied  with 
beds,  tables,  and  benches,  and, 
when  at  work,  frequently  earn 
16  dollars  per  month. 

These  Portuguese  are  accommo- 
dated in  good  cottages,  provided 
with  beds.  Those  that  are  at 
work  frequently  earn  a  dollar  a 
da^.  The  great  mortality  upon 
thu  estate,  as  well  as  the  sick- 
ness, is  partly  attributable  to  an 
over  anxiety  in  the  labourer  to 
work  for  more  than  his  strength 
would  permit.  The  want  of  a 
good  hospital  has  also  been  much 
felt  by  these  emigranta. 

These  Portuguese,  who  have  lately 
located  themselves  upon  this  eiK 
tate,  are  accommodated  in  goud 
cottages.  The  manager,  at  the 
stipendiary  magistrates  request, 
is  making  beds,  tables,  and 
benches,  for  them.  When  at 
work  they  earn  fhnn  2  goildeTft 
to  a  dollar  a  day. 

These  emigrants  are  accommo> 
dated  iu  a  very  good  cottage, 
supplied  with  ieds,  tables,  and 
benches.  The  wages  vary  from 
2  guilders  to  1  dollar  per  diem. 

Part  of  these  emigrants  are  accom- 
modated in  a  cottage,  and  part 
in  the  hospital.  A  cottage  for 
the  reception  of  those  now  in 
hespitfll  will  be  ready  in  a  few 
days.  These  people  arrived  upon 
this  esUte  on  the  28th  November 
last 
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MoalUy  Retarn  q(  Portuguese  Emigmnts  in  Dlfttrict  F,  Ac — cmtimied. 


Location. 


Total 
Number. 


a 


At  Work. 


^ 


Mortality 

in  the 

last  Month. 


General  State  of  their  Haidih. 


Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c. 


Plantation — 
Zelaadia 


EndeaTOOT      •     • 


10 


10 


10 


Sarah 


13 


13 


4 


Arthmrille      •     • 


Belle  Plaine   .     . 


Friendship      •     •     • 


uieuuviin  •     •     • 


Elisabeth  Ana 


10 


18 


20 


12 


11 


29 


17 


19 


10 


These  emirraats  are  at  present 
healthy. 


These  emigrants  are  very  sickly. 
5  men,  6  women,  and  6  children 
are  in  a  dangerous  state. 


A  few  of  these  emigrants  have 
been  sickly  during  the  month 
of  November,  but  are  at  pre- 
sent convalescent.  3  men,  1 
woman,  and  3  children  sick 
on  Ist  December,  184L 

These  emigrants  are  healthy. 


These  emigrants  are  at  preseat 
very  sickly.  6  men,  6  women, 
and  1  child,  are  in  a  danger- 
ous state. 

3  women  sick  upon  thb  estate; 
the  rest  are  healthy. 


These  emigrants  are  very 
healthy.  1  sick  on  1st  De- 
cember, 1841. 


These  emigrants  have  been 
very  sickly  during  the  |)ast 
montb.  4  are  at  present  in  a 
dangerous  state. 


The  accommodatioa  upon  this  es- 
tate is  good.  The  wages  they 
receive  vary  from  10  to  12  dollare 
a  month. 

These  emigrants  are  accommo- 
dated in  indifferent  cottages, 
supplied  with  beds,  tables,  and 
benches.  Those  that  are  at  work 
earn  from  10  to  12  dollars  per 
month. 

These  people  are  aeoommodated 
in  go<>d  cottages,  supplied  with 
beds,  tables,  and  benches.  When 
at  work  they  earn  from  2  guilders 
to  a  dollar  a  day 

These  emigrants  are  accommo- 
dated in  an  hospital.  They  ex- 
press themvelves  satisfied  witii 
their  location.  Their  wages  vary 
from  10  to  14  dollars  per  month. 

The  accommodation  upon  this 
estate  is  very  good.  Those  that 
are  at  work  earn  from  10  to  12 
dollars  per  month. 

These  emigrants  are  accommo- 
dated in  rooms  below  the  over- 
seer's house.  Those  at  work  earn 
from  2  guilders  to  a  dollar  per 
day. 

These  people  are  locatea  in  good 
cottsges,  supplied  with  beds, 
tables,  and  benches.  They  earn 
from  10  bitts  to  1  dollar  per 
diem. 

The  accommodation  upon  this 
estate  is  very  indifferent.  The 
houses  are  supplied  with  a  bed- 
stead only.  The  manager  of  the 
estate  informed  the  stipendiary 
magistrate  that  the  estate  coidd 
not  afford  to  provide  them  with 
either  tables,  benches,  or  an^ 
other  minor  comforts.  The  sti- 
pendiary magistrate  directed  the 
interpreter  to  inform  these  emi- 
grants that  he  would  get  em- 
ployment for  them  wInto  better 
accommodation  would  be  pro- 
cured. They  informed  the  sti- 
pendiary magistrate,  that  as  long 
as  they  continued  to  receive  their 
wages  regularly,  they  would  be 
satisfied  with  their  present  loca- 
tion. The  wages  they  receive 
vary  from  12  to  14  dollusa 
month. 


(Signed) 


Waltk*  Howard  Ware,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 
Monthly  Return  of  Portugfoese  Etnt^rantt  in  DiMriet  H»  this  Ist  Decemter,  1B4L 


Total 
Number. 


Location. 


^ 


^ 


At  Work. 


Mortality 

in  the 

last  Month. 


"^ 


General  State  of  their  Health. 


Bemarka  aa  to  Wages, 
Lodgingtyftc 


Plantation — 

TAynmouth  Manor 


Mainstay  •     •     •  • 

AnnA  Rf  gina  •     •  • 

Richmond*     •     •  • 

La  BtUe  Alliance*  • 


Bpaiia 

Windsor  Castle    •     • 


Better  Sueceita 


16 


10 


Pretty  good. 
Indifferent  . 

Middling    • 

Ditto  *     < 

Pretty  good* 

Ditto  •     • 

Good     *     * 

Very  good   • 
ludifferent  . 

Good      •     « 


Men  ahout  bui^diogs  earn  a^Krat 
6  bitts,  women  4,  children  2  to  3* 
AU  lodged  in  new  cottages. 

Wages  same  as  above.  Little 
vork  has  been  done  h^  ibeam 
people  (four  excepted)  dunng  last 
month.  All  are  about  to  quit  the 
estate  for  change  of  air,  and  from 
other  motives.  No  complaint 
made  by  any  of  them. 

Paid  as  elsewhere*  I/>d^ed  in 
estate's  hospital  by  their  own 
choice,  1  man  and  his  wife  ex- 
cepted, who  are  in  cottages. 

Wages  as  above*  All  lodged  in 
estate^s  hospital.  2  or  3  bed- 
steads ;  no  tables  or  benches. 

Paid  as  above.  Lodged  in  hos- 
pital out-buildings  and  cottiges* 

All  lodged  in  cottages,  2  excepted* 
Wages  as  elsewhere. 

Lodged  in  cottages,  apparently 
comfortable. 

Lodged  in  a  large  cottage. 

All  in  cottages,  lower  floors  not 
boarded.  Tables,  benchev,  and 
bedsteads  promised. 

Provisions  found.  Wages  same 
as  other  people  of  the  esitate. 
Feur  families  lodged  ia  aegsa 
houses,  remainder  in  three  rooms 
of  the  hospital. 


A  Return  of  Portugruese  Emigrants  who  have  Died  in  District  H»  between  Ist  and  30th  November,  1841. 


Location  at  the  Time  of 
Death. 


Name  of  Deceased. 


Sup- 
posed 
Age. 


Name  of 
Vessel  in 
which  the 
Decea<ied 
came  to  the 
Colony. 


Disease  of  which  the 

deceased  Died,  or  Cause 

of  Death. 


Remarks* 


Plantation — 

La  Belle  Alliance* 


Windsor  Castle 


Richmond  . 


Mainstay  •     • 
AimaR«giua  • 


Maria  Rosa  • 

Antonio  Sues 
Juan  Marcus 
Matthias  •     . 
Maria  Marcus 
Jaeioto    .     • 

Joakina   •     • 
Felicia  de  Jesus 


20 

15 

20 

35 

9 

9 


22 
20 


Not  known 


JViUtam  Tea 
(American 

Ship.) 
Unknown  • 


Fit    during     convaletcence 

from  iever. 

Dropsy  subsequent  to  fever. 
Fever. 

, ,      and  Debility. 


Childbed. 
Dropsy. 


(Sig^ned) 


J.  A.  Allen,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


No.  4. 
MoifTftLT  Rettim  of  Stem  Leone  Emigrants  in  Town  Division,  District  C  (on  Estates),  this  1st  December,  1841. 


Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Mortality 

in  the 
last  Munth. 

General  SUte  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
I^gings,  &c. 

Location. 

a 

1 

i 
a 

i 

s 

i 

1 

i 

2 

Plantation— 

Thomas     •     •     •     . 

Betair 

14 

7 

7 
4 

6 
2 

14 

7 

6 

4 

•  • 

.  • 

•  • 

•• 

Very  good 

Good.    The  state  of  health  of 
the  two  children  noticed  in 
last  mouth's  return  has  im- 
proved. 

40  to  48  cents  for  a  task  in  the 
fields.  56  cents  per  day  when 
empbyed  ia  the  manufacture  of 

Nearly  as  above  both  with  respect 
to  wages  and  lodging. 

K.  Ueyland,  S.  M. 
Digitized  by  vnOOQlC 
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Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

MorUlity 

in  the 
last  Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c. 

Location* 

s 

o 

1 

1 

i 

e 

1 

^ 

Q 

Plantation — 
Montrose  . 
Le  Resoavenir 
Chatteau-Margo  . 
Cnining*8  Lodge  . 
Turkejen  .     .     . 
Industry    .      .     i 
O^le     .... 

25 
7 

19 
1 

13 
1 

21 

4 
3 
8 
3 
7 
1 
8 

1 
1 
4 
•  • 
2 
3 
5 

85 

7 
19 

1 
13 

I 
21 

^    4 
3 

7 
3 

7 
I 
6 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

2 
2 

•  • 

Veiygcod 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 

All  these  emisrantt  continue  to 
enjoy  excellent  health  and  to 
give  great  satisfaction  to  their 
employers.  They  all  perform 
the  ordinary  tasks,  and,  in  some 
cases,  extra  labour,  and  are  paid 
in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of 
work  done.  In  course  of  last 
month  16  men,  4  women,  and 
4  children,  removed  themselves 
from  plantation  Cumdng't  Lodge 
k>  other  estates,  the  greater  part 
of  them  to  plantation  Chatteau- 
Margo.  No  influence  whatever 
appears  to  have  beea  used  by  any 
party  to  induce  them  to  make 
this    change;    the  reason  they 

<'  that  they  could  perform  the 
task  in  Chatteau-Margo  with 
more  ease,  and  in  a  shorter  time 
than  they  eould  do  on  Cuming's 
Lodge."  With  this  exception, 
and  a  few  individual  removals, 
the  Sierra  Leone  emi^^rante  have 
remained  very  steadily  on  the 
estates  upon  which  they  were 
originally  located  in  this  district. 

(A  true  Return.) 
Don.  Maclennan,  S.  M. 


Monthly  Ketum  of  Sterra  Leone  Emigrants  in  District  C  (Upper  Division),  this  1st  December,  1641. 


Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

MortaUty 

in  the 
last  Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c 

Location. 

1 

i 

Children. 
Men. 

i 

1 

1 

i 

2 

Plantation- 
Peter's  Hall    •     .     . 
Rome  and  Houston   • 

13 

4 

5 

1 

3 

13 

•  • 

5 

4 

I 
1 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 

•• 

Oil  both  these  estates  these 
emi^^nts    enjoy  very   good 
health  and  appear  happy  and 
contented. 

They  earn  from  one-third  to  half 
a  dollar  per  day  for  an  easy  day's 
labour ;  they  are  very  comfortably 
lodged,  agree  very  well  with  the 
other  labourers  on  the  estate,  and 
make  no  complaints. 

ThoS.  C0LEJI4W,  S.  M. 


Monthly  Retam  of  Sierra  Leone  Emigrants  in  District  A  (Lower  Section),  this  Ist  December,  1841. 


Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Mortality 

in  the 
last  Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 

Location. 

1 

■1 

i 

IS 

g 

^ 

i 

i 

1 

c 

d 

'.2 

Plantation — 

Eiunore     •     •     •     • 

Greenfield.    «    •     • 

13 

I 

3 

2 

13 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Very  good  • 

Very  good  .••••• 

Earn  from  1  guilder  to  6  bitts, 

and  work  very  steadily. 
Has  earned  during  past  month  6 

bitts  per  day. 

J.  MacLeod,  S.  M. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


168  .  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

Monthly  Return  of  Sierra  lieone  E|nigrants  in  District  A  (Upper  Diviaon),  this  Ist  Deoeiober,  1841. 


Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Mortality 

in  the 
last  Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c. 

'  Location. 

a 

s 

1 

i 

a 

c 
B 
i 

IS 

a 

Of 

1 

1 

Plantation— 

Helmut      .     »     .     • 

14 

1 

3 

14 

L 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Veiygood 

The  wages  of  the  men  are  50 
cents  per  diem;  that  of  the 
women  a  guilder ;  and  of  the 
children  2  litts.  They  are  ex- 
tremely well  lodged,  and  hare 

George  Ball,  S.  M. 


Monthly  Return  of  Sierra  Leone  Emigrants  in  District  F,  this  1st  December  1841. 


Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Mortality 

in  the 

last  Month. 

General  State  of  tlieir  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c. 

Location. 

i 

o 

1 

a 

i 

B 

o 

1 

',2 

a 

a 

1 

o 

i 

2 

Plantation- 
Bank  Hall      .     .     • 

Maryville  .... 

1 
3 

2 

•  • 

1 
3 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

.  • 

•• 

*  • 

These  emigrants  are  enjoying 
excellent  health.  ^ 

These     emigrants    are     very 
healthy. 

These  emigrants  have  a  cottaf^e, 
supplied  with  beds,  bedding, 
tables,  and  benches.  Their 
monthly  wages  generally  amount 
to  14  dollars. 

These  people  are  employed  on 
board  the  estate's  schooner. 
They  receive  12  dollars  a  month, 
and  are  found  in  provisions. 

Walter  Howard  Ware,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Monthly  Return  of  Sierra  Leone  Emigrants  in  District  G.,  this  1st  December  1841. 


Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Mortality 

in  the 
last  Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c. 

Location. 

1 

i 

a 
2 

a 

1 

i 

1 

c 
S 

■1 

HoffVanAorist  •     • 
Batseba*8  Lnst     .     . 
Huist  Dieren  •     •     • 

7 

6 

10 

3 

G 
5 

11 

8 
4 

7 
6 
7 

3 

4 

4 

10 
7 
4 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

*  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Very  good;  a  few  have  com- 
plained a  little.    At  present 
all  in  good  health. 

The   general    state    of   their 
health  is  very  good. 

Very  good ;  a  few  complained 
a  bttle.    At  present  all  in  fine 
health. 

From  3  to  7  dollars  per  month ; 
and  it  beiu};  their  first  month. 

With  regard  to  houses,  they  have 
been  located  with  the  estate's 
people  at  present,  by  their  own 
wish.  They  speak  very  little 
English. 

Wages  from  4  to  6  dollars  per 
month,  located  in  the  new  cot- 
tages ;  and  the  children  with  the 
head  people  of  the  estote.  Not 
one  of  these  Africans  can  speak 
a  word  of  Bnglish,  and  the  want 
of  a  proper  person  to  act  as  in- 
terpreter is  very  much  required. 

Piom  3  to  7  dollars  per  month, 
with  allowances,  located  with 
the  estate's  people.  These  Afri- 
cans  speak  very  tittle  Bngliab, 
and  also  require  an  interpreter. 

A.  M.  Lyons,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 
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Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

MorUUty 

in  the 

last  Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings^  &c. 

Location. 

a 
1 

1 

0 

1 

s 

1 

Plantation — 

Sofhinberg     •     .     . 

Hamburgh      •     •     • 

14 
19 

5 

1 

9 

•  • 

12 
19 

•  • 
1 

3 

•  • 

I 

•; 

•  • 

•  • 

Healthy.    The  man  that  died 
cahie  on  the  estate  in  a  de- 
clining state  of  heahh ;  was 
attended   by    three    medical 
men,  and  died  from  debility, 
arising  from  ft  white  swelling 
in  the  leg. 

Their  health  it  Tery  good  •     . 

Men,  on  the  average,  earn  8  dol- 
lars per  month;  children,  4  dol- 
lars ;  besides  the  uvual  allowance 
(on  this  estate)  of  2  lbs.  of  salt- 
fish,  and  7  lbs.  of  rice,  weekly. 
The  -women  have  retired  from 
field  labour.  The  houses  are 
very  good,  equal  to  any  in  the 
colony. 

Wages,  from  11  to  13  dollars  per 
month,  with  a  weekly  allowance 
of  3  lbs.  of  salt-fish,  and  10  lbs. 
of  rice.    Their  houses  are  ex- 

they  told  me  was  wanting,  as 
they  were  very  happy,  not  having 
their  wives  with  them.  This,  of 
course,  I  could  not  supply. 

A.  M.  Lyons,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Monthly  Return  of  Sierra  Leone  Emigrants  in  District  H,  this  1st  December  1841. 

Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Mortality 

in  the 

last  Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Rt-marki  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c. 

Location. 

. 

•o 

(3 

a 

Cj 

d 

(3 

1 

ri 

S 

. 

a 

•^ 

1 

6 

1 

^ 

-.5 

a 

o 

Plantation— 

Reliance    •     •     •     • 

14 

2 

1 

10 

2 

.  • 

•• 

•  • 

.  • 

Very  good 

Well  lodged  in  cottages;  earn 
about  5  bits  daily.  One  maii 
join«fd  last  month,  from  Lima. 

Lima 

13 

7 

2 

11 

4 

•• 

•• 

•  . 

•• 

Ditto 

Lodged  in  cottages;  men  earn 
about,  2J^  dollars  weekly,  and 
women  2(lollHr8.     One  man  left 

for    Reliance.      One    man,    one 

woman,   and  one  child,  left  for 

Walton  Hall. 

Walton  HaU  .     .     . 

7 

4 

1 

7 

4 

.  • 

•  . 

Ditto 

Lodged  partly  in  cottages,  partly 
in  sick- house;  average  amount 
of  wa^s  earned,  when  at  work, 
5  bitts  daily.  One  man,  one 
woman,  one  child,  joined  from 
Lima  last  month. 

J  A.  Allen,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


No.  5. 
Monthly  Return  of  Liberated  Africans  in  District  C,  this  1st  December,  1841. 


Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Mortality 

in  the 

last  Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c 

Location. 

i 

g 

d 

o 

c 

1 

S 

^ 

i 

s 

6 

Plantation — 

Peter's  Hall    .     .     . 

2 

9 

10 

2 

8 

9 

•  . 

•  . 

•• 

These  people  enjoy  very  good 
health,  and    seem  perfectly 
contented  and  happy. 

They  earn  from  one-third  to  half 
a  dollar  per  diem,  and  are  ex- 
ceedingly well  lodged:  theyhav» 
made  no  complaints  to  roe  what- 
ever,  and  agree  very  well  with 
the  other  people  on  the  estate. 

Thomas  Coleman,  S.  J.  P. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

Monthly  Return  of  Captured  Africans  in  District  L.this  1st  December,  1841. 


Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

MortaUty 

in  the 

last  Month. 

General  State  of  th^  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c. 

Location. 

1 

1 

2 

A 
V 

• 
a 

o 

5c 

2 

s 

a 

o 

d 

Plantatioo— 

Hanover    •     •     •     • 

MaR^traito    •     .     . 

Mara 

4 
3 

7 

1 
3 
1 

5 

4 
2 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Good. 
Good. 
Good, 

Not  yet  put  to  work.    Lodgings 
very  good.    Scotch  church  and 
school  in  the  immediate  neigh* 
bourhood. 

Not  yet  pot  to  work.    Lodginn 
very  good.     A  tehodl   on  the 
estate,  under  the  management  of 
Mr.  Inglis. 

Not  yet  put  to  work.    Lodgings 
very  good.     A  school  on    the 
estate,  mider  Mr.  Witttei  Biml- 
lers. 

These  Africans  arrived  in  the  Lady  Rowena  from  Rio  Janeiro,  and  were 
located  on  the  estates  on  the  2nd  of  November,  1841.    They  are  all  quite 
young  people;  Peuelope  Fullerton  and  Petemella  FuUerton  of  Ikia  R^traite 
are  the  oldest;  the  first  named  26  years,  aad  the  last  30  years  of  age;  the 
remainder  are  from  about  20  years  and  under. 

Charles  Whin  field.  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Monthly  Return  of  Captured  Africans  in  District  K,  this  1st  December,  1841. 


Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

MortaUty 

in  the 
last  Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c. 

Location. 

s 

1 

1 

a 

1 

1 

1 

d 

i 

i 

2 

Plantation- 

Blairmount     »    •    • 

Balthyock.     •     .     . 
Providence      •     •     • 

Everton      .     •     .     . 
Friends      •     •     •     • 
New  Forest    •     •     • 

4 

4 
8 

r> 

5 

1 

4 

3 
9 

4 
5 
3 

7 

10 
18 

10 
32 
15 

4 

4 
8 

6 
5 
1 

4 

3 
9 

4 
5 
3 

6 

10 
13 

10 
32 
15 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Good. 

Good. 
Good. 

Good. 
Good. 
Good. 

The  Africans  located  upon  estates 
in  my  district  are  comfortably 
housed  and  are  well  cared  for,  and 
are  paid  the  same  wages  as  the 
other  labourers,  in  proportion  to 
the  quantity  of  work  performed 
by  them. 

Every  day  tends  to  confirm  me  in 
my  opinion  that  these  are  the 
people  best  adaf>ted  to  the  cU- 

(A  true  Return). 

Witness  my  hand  this  1st  December,  1841, 

C.  H.  Strutt,  Stipendiary  Magistrate, 
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A  Return  of  Ci^tured  Africans,  who  have  fiied  in  Distriict  K,  between  Ist  Npveaiber  and  let  December,  ]841. 


Location  at  the  time  of 
Death. 

Name  of  Deceased. 

Sup- 
posed 
Age. 

Wame 
ofVeeselin 

which 
the  Deceased 

came  to 
the  Colony. 

Disease  of  which  the 

deceased  Diedi 
or  Cause  of  Death. 

Remarks. 

PlaDtation— 

NewFoiMt     •    •    • 

Diana      •••••• 

12 

The  steamer 
Fmezttela 
from    Rio 
Janeiro. 

Inward  wasting,  or  atrophy* 

Every  attention  was  paid  to 
this   };irl,  but  the  medical 
attendant  foresaw  fkur  some 
days  that  she  could  not  re- 
cover. 

(A  true  Report). 
Witness  my  hand  this  1st  December,  1841, 
C.  H.  Strutt,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Monthly  Return  of  Captured  Africans  in  District  M,  this  1st  December,  1841. 


Total 
Kumber. 

At  Work. 

MorUnty 

in  the 

last  Month. 

General  state  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c. 

Location. 

1 

% 

i 

1 

1 

§ 

1 

St 

a 

2 

6 

Plantation— 

Prospect    •     •     •     . 

Smithson*s  Place  •     • 

CttMfield   .       a      .      . 

Ron  Hall  .... 
Golastone  Hall     ..    . 
Reliance    •     •     •     . 

Alhion 

1 

2 
9 

4 
3 
2 

1 

3 

•  • 

4 
4 

• . 

8 

6 
13 

14 
4 
8 

10 
14 
10 

8 

1 

2 

9 

4 
3 
2 

3 
5 

7 

1 

3 

•  • 

4 

4 

• . 

• . 
3 
4 

5 

8 

5 
13 

14 

4 
8 

9 

13 

9 

8 

.  a 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

.  • 

•  • 

•  a 

•  a 

1 

The    (i^neral    state   of   their 
health  is  good. 

One  infant.    Good. 
Good. 

Good. 
Good. 
Good. 

One  child  sickly.    Good. 
One  infant.    Good. 
One  man  and  one  woman  ar- 
rived this  month  sickly.  Good. 
Goud. 

Their  lodging  is  good ;  their  com- 
forts are  attended  to;  and  wages 
are  paid  to  them  in  the  same 
ratio  as  to  the  other  estates*  la- 
bourers. 

Qua  TBo/m  camfi  this  nnonth  fcom 
another  estate. 

All  these  Africans  appear  to  be 
very  happy,  and  give  great  satis- 
faction to  their  empluyers  on  the 
diflbrent  estates. 

Mary's  Hope  .     .     . 
Eliza  and  Mary    .     . 

Skeldon     .     •     •     . 

3 
5 

7 

3 
5 

5 

Difference  in  this  Month's  Return  from  the  last  Month's. 


Location. 


Plantation — 

Incrta$e, 
Albion  •     •     • 
Canefield  .     . 
Eliza  and  Mary 
Skeldon     a     . 

DecrtoMt, 
CaneBeld  •     . 


I 


W.  J.  Brittain,  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  DiHtrict  M. 


A  Return  of  Captured  Africans  who  have  Died  in  District  M,  between  1st  November  and  1st  December,  1841. 

Location  at  the  time  of 
Death. 

Name  of  Deceased. 

Sup- 
posed 
Age. 

Name  of 

Vessel  in 
which  the 

Deceased 
came  to  the 

Colony. 

Disease  of  which  the 

Deceased  Died,  or  Cause 

of  Death. 

Remarks. 

Plantation^ 

Canefield  .    .    .    . 

Skeldon     •     •     •     • 

Joseph  Lake      •     •     •     a 
Quamina  Redwar     •     a     . 

9 
12 

Dua»  Faviera 

The  Lady 
Rowena, 

He  was  ailing  ever  since  his 
arrival  in  June  last,  sup- 
posed by  the  doctor  to  be 
of  a  chronic  affection  of  the 
chest. 

Drowned 

The   utmost  care  was  taken 
of  the  boy  from  the  day  of 
his  arrival  until  his  death. 

An  inquest  was  held  on  the 
body  of  the   child,  and  a 
verdict  of  manslaughter  waa 
returned.    The  party  is  now 
in  jail  awaiting  his  trial* 

W.  J.  Brittain,   Stipendiary  Magistrate,  District  M. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 
MOMTHX.T  ftetarn  of  Captured  Arricans  in  Distriet  B,  tlua  1st  December,  1841. 


Location. 

Total 
Number. 

AlWork. 

Mortelitf 
in  the 

Geaeral  State  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  ae  to  Wages, 
Lodgiogi,  Ac. 

i 

1 

1 

d 
^ 

1 

• 

J 

1 

5 

Cuming**  Lodge  •     • 

SUCOMS       •      •      •      » 

•  • 
1 

6 
12 

14 
6 

•  • 
1 

6 
11 

7 
3 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Very  good  .....     . 

Ditto. 

On  Cuming's  Lodge  the  captured 
Africans  are  lod^d  with  old  es- 
tate's people,  and  are  very  kindlv 
treated.  They  are  supplied  mOi 
food  by  the  proprietor.  QnSuc- 
cess,  only  a  few  of  them  have,  as 
yet,  been  lodged  with  the  estate 
people,  the  rest  are  lodged  in 
two  apartments  in  the  sick-house, 
and  supplied  with  food,  &c.,  and 
with  a  male  and  female  attend- 
ant, by  the  estate.  Oo  both  es- 
tates they  do  light  work  about 
the  buildings ;  but  no  task,  or  any 
particular  quantity  of  work  is  re- 
quired of  them,  and  the  value  of 
sudi  labour  as  they  perform  is  ap- 
plied in  buying  clothes  for  them. 
Their  health  is  good,  and  they 
appear  cheerful,  and  in  excellent 
spirits. 

(A  true  Return). 
Don.  Maclbitnan,  Stipendfaiy  Magistrate. 


MoNTHLt  Return  of  Captured  Africans  in 

District  H,  this  Ist  December  1841. 

Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

MorUEty 

in  the  last 

Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c. 

Location. 

d 

1 
i 

3 

i 

a 

1 

i 

2 

1 

S 

s 

6 

Plantation — 

Reliance     .     •     •     . 

Riohmoud  •     .     •     • 

5 

7 

5 
4 

9 
9 

b 

7 

e  • 

2 

8 
8 

•  . 

.  • 

Good 

Good 

These  people  get  the  same  wa^ 
as  others  on  Uie  estate,  accordmg 
to    the   work   performed.     The 
women  were  not  at  work  on  the 

the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 
Five  men,  one  woman,  and  her 
four    children,     are    lodged    in 
cottages,   the   rest  are    divided 
amonj^st   the   roost    respectable 
families  on  the  estate,  the  heads 
of  which  receive  the  wages  and 
expend  it  for  the  benefit  of  those 
coQceraed.     The  Africans  were 
found  in  provisions  during  the 
1st  month  (November).    Cloth- 
ing was  issued  to  them  when  they 
arrived  on  the  estate,  fur  which 
no  charge  will  be  made.  Grounds 
wUl  be  allotted  when  they  are 
prepared  to  cultivate  them, 
^■eoe  Ainooss  nee  loogecl   as  st 
Reliance,  and  paid  in  hke  man- 
ner. The  only  relationship  among 
them  is  two  brothers    and  one 
woman  with  her  child.    Clothing 
has  been  issued,  which  is  to  be 
paid  for  hereafter  by  iovtalments. 
Provision       grounds,       already 
planted,  have  been  given.    Food 
was  given  gratis  for  the  month  of 
November.    The  conduct  of  the 
captured  Africans  on  Richmond 
anid  Reliance  is  represented  as 
industrious  and  onlerly. 

J.  A.  Allen,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 
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Totil 
Nomber. 

At  Work. 

MorUUty 

in  the 
last  Month. 

General  SUte  of  fMr  Health. 

Remarki  aa  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c 

Location. 

1 

i 

'Ja 

1 

1 

i 

1 

• 

1 

1 

Cotton-Tree    .     •     . 
WoodliyPark     .     . 

9 

2 

6 

•  • 

3 
10 

9 
2 

6 

2 
4 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Very  good 

Ditto 

Good  lodgings,  fed  and  clothed, 

and  paid  wages  in  proportion  to 

work  done. 
Idem,  fed  and  clothed,  and  paid 

wages  in  proportion  to  work  done. 

These  people  axe  as  happy  as  can 

be. 

11 

6 

13 

11 

6 

6 

A.  Van  Rtce  de  Groot,  Slip.  Mag. 


MoNTHLT  Retvrn  of  Rio  Janeiro  Emif  ranta  in  District  D,  this  1st  December,  1841. 


Total 
JNumber. 

At  Work. 

Mortality 

in  the 
last  Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c. 

Location. 

1 

^ 

Q 

1 

1 

•1 

1 

s 

1 

d 

3 

Plantation — 

Vrieden  Hoop.     •     • 

17 

9 

7 

•  • 

•  • 

•  . 

1 

Generally  good.     The   woman 
died  from  debility,  being  ill 
when  landed  from  the  ship. 

The  lodgings  for  these  Africans 

are     an    extensive    and    lately 

erected  range  of  cottages  capable 

of   containing    fifty  people.    A 

be  days  on  which  they  work  (which 

ory),  and  the  usual  allowance  given 

to  them,  deducting  a  fair  sum  for 

[>een  given  to  them  at  the  expense 

liey  appear  happy  and  contented, 

d  about  the  buildings.    Great  care 

^0  them. 

book  is  kept  aa  a  register  of  t 
is  very  continuous  and  Hatisfac 
to  other  labourers  will  be  pai^ 
their  diet,  which  is,  and  hae  1 
of  the  proprietors  hitherto.    *! 
and  have  been  chiefly  employe 
and  attention  has  been  shewn 

W.  J.  Sandiford,  Slip.  Mag. 


Sir, 


Canje  Creek,  29th  November,  1841. 

I  HEREWITH  enclose  the  returns  of  captured  Africans,  which  I  should  have  transmitted 
early  in  this  month,  had  I  not  been  delayed  in  obtaining  them  by  the  very  unexpected  im- 
pediments 1  met  with  in  travelling  through  the  Courentyne  quarter  of  this  district,  both  from 
the  very  bad  condition  of  the  roads,  and  the  impossibility  at  times  of  obtaining  the  means  of 
travelling  by  sea.  I  was  from  these  causes  three  weeks  later  in  returning  to  the  Canje  than 
I  had  every  reason  to  calculate  upon,  even  taking  into  account  the  time  employed  in  taking 
the  census  of  population. 

I  shall,  however,  take  due  care  that  no  such  delays  shall  ever  in  future  occur,  or  that  His 
Excellency  shall  have  cause  to  complain  of  my  Returns  not  being  forwarded  in  due  time* 
The  Returns  of  this  month  will  be  forwarded  in  a  few  days. 

I  have,  &c. 
(A  true  Copy.)  W.  J.  Brittain,  S.J.P. 

W.  B.  WoLSELET,  Assistant  Government  Secretary. 

Monthly  Return  of  Captured  Africans  in  District  M,  this  1st  November,  1841. 


Total  Number. 

At  Vfork. 

Mortality  in 
the  last  Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Location. 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

d 
3 

g 

a 

0 

d 

i 

Remarks  as  to  \\  ages. 
Lodgings,  &c. 

PJantation — 

Prospect    .     •    .     , 

Smithsott's  Place  •     . 
Canefield  .... 

Rose  Hall.     .     .     . 
Reliance    .... 
Goldston  Hall      .      . 
Mary's  Hope .     .     . 
Bliaa  and  Mary    .     . 
Skeldon      .... 

1 

2 

8 

4 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 

1 

3 

4 

'4 
3 
3 
4 

8 

6 
14 

14 
8 
4 

14 
5 
3 

1 

2 

8 

4 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 

1 
3 

4 

'4 
3 
3 

4 

8 

5 
14 

14 
8 
4 

13 
5 
3 

.  • 

•  • 

.  • 

General  state  of  health  good. 
One  is  an  infant. 

One  Infant. 

Their  lodging  is  good.  Their 
comforts  are  attended  to. 
Wages  paid  to  them  for  what- 
ever work  they  do  in  the  same 
ratio  as  to  the  other  labourers. 

All  these  Africans,  chiefly  cbil- 
dven,  are  remarkably  healthy. 
They  apfieai  to  be  happy,  and 
cheerfully  perform  auy  work 
which  they  are  put  to. 

W.  .1   Rrittain,  Stioendiarv  Masristrate,  Dibtrict  M. 
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174  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

BRITISH  GUIANA  A  Return  of  Captured  Afiricans  who  have  Died  in  District "M.,  between  11th  May  and  1st  Nov.,  1841. 


No.  67. 


PkuiUtioii— 


Smitofon'f  Place. 
Canefleld. 
Rose  Hall. 


Reliance. 
Goldston  Hall. 
Mary's  Hope. 
Sliia  and  Mary. 
Sk'eldon. 


None  of  the  Captured  Africans,  located  on  any  of  these  estates,  in  this  District,  have*  died  between  llth  May  and 

Ist  November,  1841. 

W.  J.  Brittain,  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  District  M. 


(No.  8.)  No.  67. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley. 
My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  Jan.  8,  1842. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  the  return  of  produce 
shipped  from  this  Colony  in  the  last  quarter  of  1841,  in  which  there  is  a  small 
increase ;  but,  on  the  whole  year,  there  is  a  falling  off  to  the  amount  of  6,509 
hogsheads,  as  per  general  return  for  the  year  1841. 

1  have,  &c. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley.  (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Return  of  the  Quantity  of  Colonial  Produce  Exported  from  this  Colony  in  the  Year  1841,  as  com- 
pared with  the  Year  1840. 


1840 
1841 

Sugar. 

Bum. 

Mobuises. 

Coffee. 

Cotton. 

Hof^sheads. 

Puncheons. 

Casks. 

Pounds. 

Balet. 

Demerara  and  Essequibo 
Berbice    •••••. 

33,686 
7,022 

12,605 
2,594 

14,103 
1,896 

1,531,350 
1,806,760 

271 
60 

40,708 

15,199 

15,999 

3,338,100 

331 

Demerara  and  Essequibo      . 
Berbice 

27,804 
6,395 

9,102 
2,016 

13,952 
2,227 

568,920 
519,750 

160 
10 

•  • 

•  • 

34,199 

11,118 

16,179 

1,088,670 

170 

Increase. 
Decrease 

6i509 

4^681 

180 

•• 

2,249,430 

161 

Custom  House,  Demerara, 
Jan.  6,  1842. 


Chas.  Robinson,  Collector, 


Colonial  Produce  Shipped  from  this  Colony  in  the  4th  Quarter  of  1841,  as  compared  with  the 
Quantity  of  the  corresponding  Quaiter  of  1840. 


1840 
1841 

Sugar. 

Rum. 

Molasses. 

Coffee. 

Cotton. 

Hogsheads. 

Puncheons. 

Casks. 

Pounds. 

Bales. 

Demerara,  4th  Quarter    .     • 
Berbice              , , 

10,690 
2,464 

2,734 
633 

5,640 
1,229 

193,950 
713,850 

56 

NU. 

13,1.54 

3,367 

6,869 

907,800 

56 

Demerara,  4th  Quarter    .     • 
Berbice              , , 

11,552 
1,862 

3,066 
647 

4,809 

688 

177,450 
72,900 

49 

Nil. 

13,414 

3,713 

5,497 

250,350 

49 

Increase . 
Decrease 

260 

346 

1,372 

657,450 

•  • 
7 
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(No.  13.)  No.  68. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley. 

My  Lord»  Government  flouse,  Demerara,  Jan.  20th,  1842. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  the  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trates* returns,  with  suoimary  by  Mr.  Wolseley,  for  the  month  of  December, 
1841 ;  they  are  proofs  of  the  harmony  then  existing  between  labourers  and 
their  employers. 

The  Right  Hon.  I^rd  Stanley.  (Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  68. 
EFtroMB  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates'  Records  of  Complaints  for  December,  1841. 


Magistrates. 


J.  Macleod  •  • 
T.  Coleman  . 
J.  O.  L.  Mure 
A.  V.  R.  de  Groot 
C.  R.  Whinfield  . 
W.  J.  Brittain  » 
A.  M.  Lyons  •     • 


J.  A.  Allen 


G.  Ball     .     , 


D.  Madennan 


W.  H  Ware 


W.  J.  Sandiford 


C.  H.  Strutt 


J.  O.  L.  Mure 
(November.) 


K.  Heyland 


Number 
of  Case*. 


80 


Nature  of  Ofibnces. 


Complaints  preferred  by  journey- 
men carpenters  against  master 
carpenters,  to  obtain  payment  for 
work  performed. 

Wood-cutter,  v,  wood-cutter,  for 
the  hire  of  a  boat. 

1  Apprentice  carpenter-boy,  v.  his 
master,  for  threatening  to  desert 
him. 

6  Complaints  between  carpenters 
and  masons,  for  the  recovery  of 
wages. 

1  Boatman,  v,  boat-captain,  ditto, 
ditto. 

1  Washerwoman,  r.  store-keeper, 
ditto,  ditto. 

i  Labourer,  v.  task-gang-manager, 
ditto,  ditto. 

4  Plantation-labourers  against  ma- 
nager of  estate,  for  the*  recovery 
of  wages. 

Between  carpenters,  for  the  ad- 
justment of  an  account 

2  Plantation-labourers  against  ma- 
nager, for  the  recovery  of  wages. 

1  Journeyman    bricklayer   against 
master  bricklayer,  ditto,  ditto. 
Journeyman     carpenter    against 
master  carpenter,  ditto,  ditto. 

3  Plantation-labourers  against  ma- 
nagers of  estates,  for  the  recovery 
of  wages. 

Clergyman,  v.  domestic  servant, 
for  a  breach  of  contract  of  service. 

3  Journeymen,!;,  master  carpenters, 
for  the  recovery  of  wages. 
Plantation-labourers  against  ma- 
nagers, for  the  recovery  of  wages. 
Journeyman  against  master  car- 
penter, to  obtain  payment  for 
work. 

1  Carpenter,  v.  painter,  ditto,  ditto. 

1  Manager  of  an  estate  against  2 
labourers,  for  cruelly  burning  a 
mule. 

1  Complaint  preferred  by  5  country 
labourers  against  a  fellow-la- 
bourer, to  whom  they  had  hired 
themselves  as  a  task-gang,  to 
obtain  payment  for  work  per- 
formed, 

1  Between  2  carpenters,  for  an  ad- 
justment of  accounts. 

Disputed  wages  accounts  between 
master  and  journeymen  artificers, 
domestics  and  their  employers, 
boatmen,  and  street-porters. 


How  Disposed  of. 


Ditto 


ditto. 


BRITISH  GUIANA 


No.  68. 


Claims  admitted  and  payment  made. 


Complainant  too  ill  to  prosecute ; 

defendant  not  to  be  fbnnd. 
Amicably  settled* 


'Readily  adjusted. 


3  Amicably  adjusted ;  1  complainant 
did  not  appear. 

Withdrawn. 

Claims  incorrectly  stated ;  amended ; 
and  then,  judgment  for  com- 
plainants. 

Account  adjusted  and  settled. 


Judgment  for  the  amounts  claimed, 
with  suitable  compensation  for  lost 
time. 

Sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  8  dollars ; 
in  default,  to  ten  daysMmprisonment. 

Payment  ordered,  with  suitable  com- 
pensation for  lost  time. 

Claims  adjusted,  and  awards  made 
accordingly. 

Defects  to  be  remedied,  and  then 
work  to  be  paid  for. 

Claim  admitted,  and  paid. 
Sentenced  to  14  days'  imprisonment. 


Judgment  in  favour  of  complainants, 
and  warrant  issued  to  levy  upon 
the  property  of  the  accused. 


But  partially  settled,  owing  to  the  loss 
of  a  '*  Good,"  or  note  of  hand. 

21  Dismissed;  1  amicably  settled ;  1 
discharged,  with  reprimand;  I 
withdrawn;  56,  judgment  for 
complainants. 


End.  in  No.  68. 


W.  B.  Wolseley,  Circuit  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 
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176  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

BRITISH  GUIANA  SuMMART  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates*  Records  of  Complaints  for  the  MontJi  of  De- 
•—  ,  cember^  1841. 

Messrs.  Stipendiary  Justices  Macleod,  Coleman^  Mure,De  Groot,  Whinfield,  and  Brittauiy 
report  to  have  had  no  complaints  between  masters  and  servants  preferred  before  them  in  the 
month  of  December. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Lyons'  record  contains  4  cases ;  2  are  complaints  preferred  by 
journeymen  carpenters  against  master  carpenters,  to  obtain  payment  for  work  performed  ;  in 
both  of  which  the  claims  were  admitted^  and  payment  made :  1  is  a  claim  preferrcad  by  oee 
wood-cutter  against  another^  for  the  hire  of  a  boat ;  the  complainant  being  too  ill  to  appear 
before  the  magistrate,  and  the  defendant  not  to  be  found,  the  case  stands  over.  The  last  is  » 
complaint  preferred  by  an  apprentice  carpenter-boy,  charging  his  master  with  ''  deserting  him, 
and  saying  he  had  no  further  use  for  him  f '  which  was  amicably  setded. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Allen's  record  contains  9  cases  of  complaints  for  the  recovery  of 
wages,  though  not  one  between  planter  and  labourer.  In  6  of  the  cases  the  complainants  and 
defendants  are  carpenters  and  masons;  in  1«  boatman  and  boat-captain;  in  another^  a  wash- 
erwoman against  a  storekeeper;  and«  in  the  remaining  case,  a  labourer  against  a  task-gang- 
manager.  In  all  of  which  the  claims  were  settled  without  difficulty ;  the  magistrate  making 
the  following  note  in  his  record: — ** A  memorandum,  addressed  to  parties  complained  o^ 
generally  procures  a  settlement  of  the  claim,  without  the  necessity  of  ulterior  proceedings.'' 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  BalFs  record  contains  5  cases,  which  are  likewise  for  the  recoTery 
of  wages.  In  4  the  complainants  were  plantation-labourers,  and  the  defendant  the  maoii^r 
of  the  estate  on  which  they  were  employed  ;  3  were  amicably  adjusted  through  the  ii^rvention 
of  the  magistrate,  without  any  other  proceedings ;  and,  in  the  fourth,  the  complainant  did  not 
appear  to  follow  up  his  demand.  The  last  case  is  between  two  carpenters^  which  waa  with- 
drawn at  the  request  of  the  complainant.  The  magistrate  remarks,  at  the  foot  of  this  record, 
that  he  had  been  applied  to  by  two  labourers  to  obtain  compensation  for  them  for  houses  they 
had  built  on  the  estate  to  which  they  had  formerly  been  attached ;  these  cases  remain  over  for 
investigation. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Maclennan's  record  contains  4  cases ;  of  which  2  are  complaints 
preferred  by  plantation-labourers  against  their  manager;  1  by  a  journeyman  bricklayer 
against  a  master  bricklayer ;  and  the  other  by  a  jouneyman  carpenter  against  a  master  car- 
penter; all  for  the  recovery  of  wages.  In  the  first  case  the  claim  was  proved  to  be  incorrect, 
and  judgment  given  for  the  sum  actually  due ;  in  the  second,  the  amount  claimed  was  sent 
to  the  complainant  by  the  constable  who  served  the  summons  upon  the  party  in  default;  and, 
in  the  other  2  cases,  accounts  were  adjusted,  and  awards  made  accordingly. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Ware's  record  contains  7  cases;  in  3  of  which  the  complainants 
were  plantation-labourers  charging  their  employers  with  non-payment  of  wages.  In  all  these 
cases  judgment  was  given  for  the  amounts  claimed,  with  suitable  compensation  for  the  time 
lost  in  attending  before  the  magistrate.  1  is  a  complaint  preferred  by  a  clergyman  against  a 
domestic  servant  for  a  breach  of  contract  of  service,  which  resulted  in  the  accused  being  sent 
to  gaol  for  ten  days,  in  default  of  the  payment  of  a  penalty  of  8  dollars,  or  one  month's  wages. 
In  the  remaining  3  cases,  for  the  recovery  of  wages  between  journeymen  and  master  car- 
penters, the  amounts  claimed  were  ordered  to  be  paid,  and  suitable  compensation  awarded  to 
the  plaintiffs  for  the  time  lost  in  preferring  their  complaints. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Sandiford's  record  contains  4  cases  for  the  recovery  of  wages;  3  of 
which  are  complaints  preferred  by  plantation-labourers  against  their  employers.  In  2, 
judgment  was  given  for  the  amounts  claimed ;  in  the  other,  the  complainant  made  his  ap- 
pearance *'  quite  drunk,"  and  failed  to  prove  that  there  was  more  than  one  day's  labour  owing 
to  him;  which  was  forthwith  paid  by  his  employer.  The  remaining  case  was  a  complaint 
preferred  by  a  jouneyman  carpenter  against  a  master  carpenter,  in  which  it  was  proved  that 
the  work  for  which  payment  was  claimed  had  not  been  executed  in  a  proper  manner  ;  the  com- 
plainant was  consequently  recommernled  to  remedy  the  defects,  the  defendant  having  no  other 
objection  against  the  claim. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Strutt's  record  contains  2  cases;  the  first  is  a  complaint  preferred 
by  a  carpenter  against  a  painter,  to  obtain  payment  for  work  performed;  the  claim  was 
admitted,  and  the  amount  paid  into  court.  The  second  is  a  complaint  preferred  by  the 
manager  of  an  estate  against  two  labourers,  charging  them  with  having  wantonly,  cruelly,  and 
maliciously,  burnt  a  mule  entrusted  to  their  care,  by  setting  fire  to  a  bundle  of  dry  plantain- 
leaves,  and  holding  it  under  the  mule's  belly,  whereby  the  animal  was  seriously  burnt,  and,  in 
all  probability,  will  not  survive  the  injury.  The  accused  had  no  other  excuse  to  make,  than 
that  the  mule  was  obstinate,  and  that  they  had  adopted  the  same  method  of  coercion  as  they 
had  seen  practised  in  the  time  of  slavery  by  the  foreman  of  the  estate.  They  were  each  sen- 
tenced to  14  days'  imprisonment,  with  hard  labour,  in  New  Amsterdam  gaol. 

Mr.  Stipendiary  Justice  Mure's  record,  for  the  month  of  November,  which  was  not  trans- 
mitted in  time  to  be  forwarded  with  the  other  records,  owing  to  delay  in  carrying  into  effect 
a  levy-warrant,  contains  2  cases  of  complaints  for  the  recovery  of  wages.     In  the  first,  the 

Elaintiffs  were  country  labourers,  who  had  hired  themselves  to  another  labourer  to  work  under 
im,  as  a  task  or  jobbing-gang.  The  employer  admitted  their  claims,  but  said  he  had  no 
money  to  pay  them.  Whereupon  a  warrant  to  levy  upon  his  property  was  issued ;  upon 
which  no  return  has  as  yet  been  made  by  the  [>olice.  The  other  complaint  was  between  two 
carpenters,  which  was  but.  partly  adjusted,  owing  to  the  loss  of  a  ''  Good,"  of  money  value,  on 
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porters ;  ki  no  instance  presenting  anything  unusual,  or  calling  for  observation.     Of  the  80  

cases,  21  were  dismissed ;  1  amicably  settled ;  1  discharged,  with  reprimand ;  1  withdrawn  ; 
and  in  56  judgment  was  given  for  the  complainants. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

W.  B.  WoLSELEY,  Circuit  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


(No.  14.)  No.  69. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley- 
My  L*ord,  Govemraent  House,  Demerara,  January  20th,  1842. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Stipendiary  No.  69. 

Magistrate  Maclennan,  reporting  the  purchase  of  Plantation  Plaisance,  on  the  

east  sea-coast,  Demerara,  about  five  or  six  miles  distant  from  George  Town, 
by  sixty-five  labourers,  for  the  sum  of  thirty-nine  thousand  dollars,  of  which 
fifteen  thousand  have  been  paid  down.  The  remainder  is  to  be  paid  by  instal- 
ments of  6,  12,  and  18  months'  date. 

Permit  me  to  congratulate  your  Lordship  on  this  additional  proof  of  the 
progressive  advance  in  the  condition  of  the  lately  emancipated  labourers  of 
British  Guiana. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley,  (Signed)         HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.  kc.  &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  69. 


Stipendiary  Magistrates*  Office,  District  B, 
Sir,  East  Coast,  18th  January,  1842. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  the  plantation  estate  *^  Plaisance"  on  this  coast  has  Kncl.  in  No.  69. 
been  purchased  from  Mr.  Christiani,  by  labourers,  for  39,000  dollars,  including  dwelling-house 
and  all  other  buildings,  and  also  including  three  mules,  three  carts  and  harness,  two  horses, 
and  ten  head  of  black  cattle.  The  sum  of  15,000  dollars  has  been  paid  down,  and  the  balance 
of  24,000  dollars  is  payable  by  three  equal  instalments,  at  6, 12, -and  18  months  from  the  date 
of  sale;  the  two  last  instalments  to  bear  interest,  it  being  optional  to  the  purchasers  to 
anticipate  said  terms  of  payment  to  s^ave  the  interest. 

Only  65  persons  have  as  yet  joined  in  the  purchase ;  that  is,  that  have  contributed  to  the 
sum  already  paid,  but  100  is  the  number  fixed  upon  among  themselves — thereby  dividing  the 
interest  in  the  estate  into  100  shares  of  390  dollars  each;  and  a  clause  binding  (he  seller  to 
grant  a  transport  in  favour  of  subscribers  to  this  amount,  has  been  introduced  into  the  minute 
of  sale.  The  transport  to  be  granted  on  payment  of  the  first  instalment  (6  months  hence), 
until  which  time  the  seller  is  to  occupy,  rent  free,  the  dwelling-house,  offices,  and  grazings  in 
front  The  purchase,  as  it  now  stands,  is  considered  a  very  favourable  one  for  the  labourers ; 
but  such  was  their  anxiety  (caused,  as  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  by  the  misunderstanding 
existing  between  them  and  their  employers  relative  to  reduction  of  wages,  &c.  on  estates),  to 
have  the  place,  or  some  such  property,  that  they  actually  concluded  a  bargain  with  Mr. 
Christiani  for  the  back  lands  of  the  estate,  on  very  disadvantageous  terms,  before  I  had  been 
consulted.  On  my  suggestion,  however,  Mr.  Christiani  at  once  passed  from  that  partial  sale, 
and  sold  the  whole  estate  to  them,  with  an  extension  of  the  terms  of  payment. 

From  the  character  of  the  purchasers,  who  are  all  from  the  immediate  adjoining  estates, 
and  personally  known  to  me,  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  will  turn  the  purchase  to  good 
account,  and  have  the  whole  price  paid  within  12  months. 

I  have,  &c. 
(True  Copy.)  (Signed)  D.  Maclennak, 

H.  E.  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary.  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


(No.  16.)  No.  70. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Grovernor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley. 

My  Lord,  Goveroment  House,  Demerara,  January  20,  1842. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  the  return  of  emigrants  No.  7o. 

who  have  arrived  in  British  Guiana  during  the  year  1841,  according  to  instruc- 
tions received  in  Circular  of  29th  May  last. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley,  (Signed)        HENRY  LIGHT. 

&c.  &c.  fee. 
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Whence 

14  Years 

and 
upwards. 

Bei 
7u 

Emij^rating. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

Madeira  •     • 

1,323 

1,170 

458 

West      India 
Islands.     • . 

1,692 

638 

IIG 

Sierra  Leone. 

277 

94 

6 

Riode  Janeijo 

88 

57 

84 

f 

Landed  at  the 

Port  of  8 

»»          I 

fication  of  whom  m  m 

1 

232  males,  and  147  fen 

Total .     • 

1                        ' 
3,380 

1,959 

664 

6 

No.  71. 


No.  1. 

-- 

No.  2. 
No.  3. 

No.  4. 

(No.  17.) 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCR 
Government  H 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to 
December  last,  of  the  state 
emigrants,  and  Portuguese. 

One  Coolie  died  at  Anna 
good. 

The  absentees  reported,  i 
to  have  been  contented ;  an< 
have  sought  employment  e 
estate,  though  with  their  owi 

The  Portuguese  return  p 
industrious  and  quiet  people 
largely,  but  they  are  so  dirt; 
selves,  either  in  sickness  or 
repelling  disease.  Their  ab 
remarkable,  and  maternal  fi 
exist.  I  have  seen  myself,  in 
under  slight  symptoms  of  f 
their  own  convenience  in  I 
attendants  have  been  const£ 
almost  without  exception — f 
patients  into  the  Hospital. 

This  however  may  be  add 
resist  the  climate,  soon  adop 
women,  whom  I  remember, 
new-comers,  are  decked  out 
their  husbands  and  their  coi 
beaver  hats,  in  full  enjoymen 
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No.  70. 

Passage  was  granted  by  the  Colonial  Legislature  of  British  Guiana. 


Number  of 
Domestic  Servants. 

Number 
of  Mechanics 

engaged 

in  erecting 

Buildings,  or 

in  obtaining 

or  preparing 

Building 
Materials. 

Number 

of 

Tradesmen 

preparing 

or 

selling 

Articles  of 

Food. 

Number  of 

Tradespeople 

engaged  in 

making  articles 

of  Clothing. 

Number  of 

other 

Mechanics, 

&c  not 

included 
in  the 

foregoing 

Cduams. 

Amount 
per  Head 

of 

Emigrant 

Tax. 

Gross 
Amount 

of 
Emigrant 

Tax 

received 

during  the 

Year. 

Remarks. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

1 

^ 

195 

•  • 
Captu 
withoi 
lar  tn 

283 

red  Afi 
Lit  any  p 
ide  ore 

•  • 
478 

•  • 
ricaos, 
irticu- 
alling. 

•  • 
234 

25 

•  • 

J        •  • 

100 
20 

•• 

a  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
83 
50  Boatmen 

a  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

In  the  computation  of  agri- 
coltural    labourers,  adults 
only  have  been  taken  into 
account,  although  there  are 
many  of  those  between  the 
ages  of  7  and    14  years 
who  are  yery  useful,  and 
perform   various  sorts    of 
light  work  on  estates. 

195 

283 

478 

259 

120 

.  • 

•  • 

•  • 

133 

•  • 

•  • 

James  Hackett, 

Agent  General  for  Immigration^ 

British  Guiana, 

January  19, 1842. 


Enclosure  in  No.  71. 
Monthly  Report  respecting  Hill  Coolies  iu  British  Guiana,  1st  January,  1842. 


Number  on 

Kstute. 

Absentees* 
Names. 

Number  of 

Days 

Absent 

Deaths 

since  last  Repoit, 

Names  and 

Dates. 

Number  of  Sick  on 

31st  ultnno,  and  General 

State  of  Heakh. 

Particulars  and  Result 

Lecatien. 

1 

i 

1 

of  any  Complaint 

preferred  in  the  course  of 

the  past  Month. 

i 

6 

Plantations- 

Belle  Vue.     *     •     • 

56 

I 

•  • 

Joidiye  Sing 
on  leave  for 
instruction. 

Sinoe 

7th  June, 

1839. 

Suchea,  10th  Dec 

1841. 
Child,  16Ui  Dec. 

1841. 

21rSUt6  of  health  good 

None. 

Wales 

49 

2 

3 

Pnckeioii  • 

Sunker*     . 
Cadabor    • 
Buldee.     . 
Lubyn  •     • 
Uddord     . 
Anoop  .     • 

Garino*     • 
Jeebun.     • 

Since  last 
retiim. 

9  9 

99 

Since27th 
Dec.  1841. 

y  9 

None      •     •     • 

10.    Ditto  •     •     •     • 

Ditto. 

Fritdeetem     •    •     . 

22 

•  • 

•  • 

Poasada     . 
Torronli     • 

Dec.  1st 

«  9 

None     .     •     • 

10.    Ditto  •    •    •     « 

Ditto. 

Anna  Regina .     .     • 

40 

3 

6 

•• 

Goopv,  12th  Dec. 

4.    Ditto  •     •     •     • 

Ditto. 

Highbniy .     .     •     • 

92 

7 

10 

•  • 

.  • 

•  • 

9.    Ditto  .     .     •     • 

Ditto. 

Waterloo   .     •     •     • 

38 

.  • 

•  • 

Rarojan     • 
Fuckera     . 

118 
80 

None      .     •     . 

13.    Ditto  •     •     •     . 

Ditto. 

(Correct  from  the  Returns.) 
W.  B.  WoLSBLiEY.  Assistant  Government  Secretary. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

No.  2. 
Monthly  Return  of  Captured  Africans  in  District  B,  this  Ist  January,  1842, 


Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Mortality 

in  the 
last  Month. 

GmmaX  State  pf  their  Health. 

Remsrks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &C. 

Location. 

g 

1 

•5 

3 

i 

4 

5 

^ 

i 

Plantation — 

SucC6tli        •       «       •       • 

Gaming*!  Lodge  •     • 

1 

•  • 

12 
6 

6 
14 

1 

•  • 

10 
6 

4 
14 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
•  •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Verygood 

These  captured  Africans  are  well 
lodged  and  kindly  treated  in  the 
manner  stated  in  my  former  Re- 
port, and  are  now  paid  in  money 
for  their  labour,  according  to  tlie 
amount  of  work  pertbrmed,  and 
at  the  same  rate  as  the  like 
Creoles  of  the  estates. 

Don.  Maclbnnan,  S.  M.,  District  B. 


Monthly  Return  of  Captured  Africans,  Emigrants  in  District  D,  this  1st  January,  1842. 


Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Mortality 

in  the 
last  Mouth. 

Genaral  State  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
I^giDgM,  &C. 

a 

1 

1 

i 

^ 

M 

U 

B 
1 

Plantation— 

Vrede  en  Hoop     .     . 

16 

8 

7 

16 

6 

•  • 

•  • 

•  . 

- 

Verygood 

Lodgings  in  a  new  range  of  cot- 
ta^.  Wages  from  2  to  3  bitU 
per  day.  Their  occupation  has 
hitherto  been  light  work,  and 
they  hafe  been  permitted  to  ab- 
sent themselves  frequently  for 
the  purpose  ofgraduallv  acquaint- 
ing them  with  their  duties,  and 
insuring  their  health.  They  have 
hitherto  been  victualled  at  the 
expense  of  the  proprietors,  and 
the  daily  amount  of  their  labour 
has  been  carried  to  their  credit  io 
a  book  kept  for  that  purpuee,  and 
at  soon  as  thoy  are  snfllcieiitly 
informed  of  their  situation,  the 
amount  of  their  pay  will  be  given 

sum  per  diem  for  their  daily 
rations. 

W.  J.  Sandiford,  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  District  D. 


Monthly  Return  of  Captured  Africans,  Emigrants  in  District  G,  this  Ist  January,  1842. 


Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Mortality. 

in  the 
last  Mouth. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Location. 

i 

1 

1 

s 

i 

i 

1 

'O 

Remarks  as  to  Wa^^f  s, 
Lodgings.  6kc. 

PUntation— 

Hoff  Van  Aurick  .     .* 

Huirti  Dysen  .     •     • 

r 

10 

3 
5 

4 

7 
7 

3 
4 

10 
4 

•• 

■  • 

Vrry  good — all  in  good  health. 

Tliey  have   enjoyed  excellent 
heilth. 

1 
From  3  to  7  dollars  per  month. 

the  estate's  people,  and  appear  to 
be  very  happy  and  comibrUble.  , 
The  wages'  from  3  to  8  doUars, 
with  an  allowance  of  3  lbs.  of 
salt-fish  weekly,  with  rice.  These 
people    are  located  with  the  es- 
tate's people ;  have  not  worked  eo 
well  m  the  field  as  in  the  build- 
ings, but  the  work  is  done  better, 
although  only  one  quarter  is  per- 
formed.   I  can  account  for  this 
defidencv  only  by  their  not  being 
used  to  the  hoe,  as  they  remain 
in  the  field  after  the  Creoles  of 
this  country  have  finished  their 
tfuk,  and  it  will  require  some 
time    before  they  can  compete 
with  them. 

A.  M,  Lyons,  S.  J.  P.,  District  G. 
Digitized  by  vnOOQlC 
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Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Kottiflnr 

inth« 
last  Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgbgt,&c. 

LocalioD. 

1 

1 

s 

8 

^ 

i 

J 

i 

i 

Plantation^ 
Batseba'v  Luft     •     •     • 

6 

6 

8 

6 

4 

7 

. . 

•  • 

•• 

Very  good,  being  quite  ftce 
from.  an|r  ailment  wbatefeik 

Wages  from  4  to  6  d4aUi»  ftr 
month.     Located  with  Urn  ee- 

and  contented. 

A.  M.  Lton8»  S.  J,  P.,  Distrki  O. 


MqhoUsT  Retvra  of  Captured  African  Emigrants  in  District  H,  this  Ist  January,  1842.  * 

Tbtal 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Ift>rtalit7 

in  the 

last  Month. 

^^^^^^  o^^^*  4^^^  U^J^^ 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  6cc 

e 

i 

i 

1 

^ 

U 

1 

1 

1 

U 

Reliance    •     •     •     • 
BitliBM>n» »     •     »     • 

5 
7 

5 
4 

9 
9 

5 
7 

5 

4 

8 
9 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

■  • 

Obod     ........ 

Good.     One    woman    sickly 
(dropsical). 

These  Africans  contfarae  to  be 
treated,  lodged,  and  paid,  as  de- 
•nribed  last  m— th,  They  haw 
not  yet  commenced  to  culti? ate 
prof  ision  grounds.  No  aimng^* 
meat  has  yet  been  made  foi  tMir 
mental  improvement 

These  Africans  are  paid  and 
lodged  as  reported  last  month. 
They  are  reported  to  receive  1 
bunch,  of  plantains  each  weekly ; 
aud  that  an  arnwfsment  hat 
been  made  for  their  instruction 
by  the  parish  schoolmaster  (of 
one  hour  in  the  evening),  to 
commence  iomiediately. 

J.  AxLKH,  Stipp  M^strate,  District  Mp 


MovTHLT  Beturn  of  Captured  Africans,  Emigrants  in  District  I,  this  1st  January,  1842. 


Total 
NoBber. 

AllWaek 

in  the 
last  Month. 

Qnecal  8Me  el  their  HiMdtlw 

Resnarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c. 

Location. 

a 

i 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

Cotton  Tree    •     •     • 

Woodley  Park     .     . 

wateneo 

Hope  and  Kiperiment 

No.  17.     .... 

FbttUa 

Profil 

Waisnov  .     .     •    • 

•  • 

5. 

1 
1 

9 

•  • 

•  »• 

• . 

6 

1 

•  « 
•• 

3 

1 

.  • 

3 

.  •• 

•  « 

Good. 
Good. 
Good. 

Good  lodgb|^,  fed  and  clothed, 
Idem. 
Idem. 

These  captured  Africans  appear  to 
be  very  happy  in  their  preeent 

Total     •     . 

8 

5 

11 

8 

3 

4 

•  . 

•  • 

•  • 

A.  ViN  RiQK  n  Glu)OT^  Stip.- Mafn^trate. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 


MoNTBLT  Return  of  Captured  Arricans  in  District  K,  under  Charge  of  Charles  Henry  Strutt,  S.  J.  P.,  this  let  January, 

184S. 


Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Mwl^ity 

in  the 
last  Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c. 

Location, 

1 

1 

i 

•a 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i 

1 

Plantation— 

Blairmoont     •     •     • 
Balthyock.     •     •     . 

Providence      •     •     • 
Everton     •     •     •     • 
Friends      •     •     •     . 
New  Forest     •     •     . 
Lochaber  •     •     •     • 

7 

1 

8 
6 
5 

1 
5 

7 
2 

9 
6 
3 
3 

1 

11 

8 

18 
10 
32 
15 
7 

7 

1 

8 
6 
5 
1 
5 

7 

1 

9 
6 
3 
3 

1 

10 
8 

13 
10 
32 
15 
6 

•  ' 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Good. 

Good.  A  woman  named  Sally 
Johnston  very  ill  with  dropsy, 
and  removed  to  Colonial  Hos- 
pital by  me. 

Good! 
Good. 
Good. 
Good. 

The  Africans  located  upon  estates 
in  my  district  are  all  comfortably 
housed  and  well  cared  for,  and  are 
paid  wages  the  same  as  tiie  other 
labourers,  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  work  performed  by 
them. 

As  a  body  these  people  continue 
remarkably  healthy,  and  improve 
daily  in  habits  of  industry  and 
civilisation. 

(A  true  Report.) 


Witness  my  hand,  Charlbs  Hsi^rt  Strutt,  S.  M. 


Monthly  Return  of  Captured  Africans,  Emigrants  in  District  L,  this  Ist  January,  1842. 


Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Mortality 

in  the  last 

Month. 

General  SUte  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c. 

Location. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

d 

^ 

1 

Plantation— 

Hanover    •     •     .     • 

MaR^iaite    «     .     • 
Msta 

4 
3 

7 

1 
3 

1 

5 
4 

2 

•  a 

•  • 

\ 

•. 

Good     ..••...• 
Good 

Good 

Not  yet  put  to  full  work,  they  are 
remunerated  according  to  the 
quantity  of  labour  executed.  Ther 
are  well  taken  care  of,  and  their 
lodgtm  are  very  good.  Church 
and  school  close  at  hand. 

Not  yet  pnt  to  fiill  work,  they  are 
remonerated  according  to  the 
quantity  of  labour  executed,  they 
are  well  taken  care  of,  and  their 
lodgings  are  very  good.  A  school 
on  the  estate,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Mr.  Inglis. 

Not  yet  put  to  full  work,  they  are 
remunereti^d  according  to  the 
quantity  of  labour  executed,  they 
are  well  tiken  care  of,  and  their 
lodgings  are  very  good.  A  school 
on  the  esUte,  under  Mr.  William 
Boullers. 

Charles  R.  Whinpield,  Sheriff,  Stipendiary  Magistrates'  District  L. 
Monthly  Return  of  Captured  Africans,  in  District  M,  this  1st  January,  1842. 


Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Mortality 

in  the  last 

Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c. 

Location. 

1 

& 

1 

a 

i 

$ 

1 

Plantation- 
Prospect    •    •     .     • 

Smithson's  PUce  •     • 
Canefield  •     •     •     • 
Rose  Hall.     •     .     • 
Reliance    •     •     •     • 

Goldstone  Hall    •     . 
Albion .     •     •     •     « 
Mary's  Hope  •     •     • 
Klisa  and  Mary   •     . 

Skildon     •     •     •     • 

1 

1 
9 
4 
2 

3 

3 

•  • 
5 

7 

1 

2 

•  • 
4 

•  • 

4 

3 
5 

5 

8 

5 
13 
14 

8 

4 
10 
14 
11 

7 

1 

1 
9 
4 
2 

3 

. . 
3 
4 

7 

1 

2 
4 

4 

*3 
5 

5 

8 

5 
13 
14 

8 

4 

9 

13 

10 

7 

•  • 

•  a 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

General  state  of  their  health 
good 

One  child  rather  sickly. 
One  infant  ditto. 
One  infant  ditto,  one  man  deli- 
cate, recovering  from  dysentery. 

Their  lodging  is  good,  their  com- 
forts are  attended  to,  and  wages 
are.  paid  .to  them  in  the  same  ratio 

All  these  Africans  appear  happy 
and  contented,  and  give  general 
satisfaction* 

Difference  in  this  month's  return  from  the  last  ;^ne  man,  with  his  wife  and  child,  left  Plantation  Smithson's  Place,  and  went  to  Plantation 
Lockhaber, 

W.  J,  Brittain,  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  District  M. 
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Captorsd  ArmCANS,  January  1, 1842. 


Prawnt  I/KftHoD. 

Nuuiber. 

Murtatttylut  Month. 

District   B  . 

39 

None. 

,,       D  . 

31 

,,       G  . 

30 

,>       H  . 

39 

.,        I    . 

24 

„       K  . 

165 

,,       L  . 

30 

,,      M  . 

153 

There  has  scarcely  been  any  lickness  among  these  people  since  their  arrival,  and  the  mortality  has  been 
confined  to  those  cases  which  were  received  in  a  hopeless  state  from  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

N.  B.  The  climate  is  too  hot  for  Indian  rubber. 


MoNTULT  Return  of  Sierra  Leone  Emigrants  in  District  A,  (Upper  Division^  this  Ist  January,  1842. 


Tbtal 
Nnmbtr. 

At  Work. 

Mortality 

intba 
last  Month. 

General  State  of  theb  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 

Location. 

J 

^ 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

a 

Plantation — 

Helena.     .     •     •     • 

14 

3 

2 

14 

2 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Veiygood 

They  are  extremely  well  lodged, 
and  the^r  waffBs  are— men  50 
cents,  women  33,  ehiUrea  17. 

Georgb  Hall,  Stipendiary  M'agistrate. 


MoKTHLT  Return  of  Sierra  Leone  Emigrants  in  District  A,  (Lower  Section,)  this  Ist  January,  1842. 


Total 
Numhcr. 

At  Work. 

MorUlity 

in  the 
last  Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wa);e«, 
Lodgings,  &c. 

Location. 

s 

i 
1 

j 

i 

1 

1 

8 

1 

1 

O 

Plantation- 
Greenfield       .     .     • 
Knmoxe     •     .     •     . 

1 
11 

3 

•  • 
2 

1 
11 

•  • 

•  . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Very  good  .«•••• 
Ditto 

From  33  to  50  cents. 
Earn  from  33  to  50  cents.    Lodg- 
ings  excellent ;  work  steadily. 

J.  MacLbod,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Monthly  Return  of  Sierra  Leone  Emigrants  in  District  B^  this  1st  January,  184Z 


Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Mortality 

in  the 
last  Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c. 

Location, 

a 
1 

1 

1 

1 

^ 

6 

m 

i 

i 

i 

Plantation— 

Montrosa  •     •     < 
LaResouvenir      . 
Chattean-mai|;o 
Cuming's  Lodge  . 
Turkeyen  •     • 
Indnstxy   •     •     * 
Ogle    ...     . 

25 
6 

14 

23 
4 
1 

18 

4 
3 

4 
9 
4 

1 
8 

1 
1 
4 
2 

•  • 
3 
5 

25 
6 
14 
23 
.  4 
1 
18 

4 
3 

4 
6 

4 

1 
8 

•  • 
1 

•  • 

•• 

2 

•  • 

Very  good. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

All  the  emigrants  continue  in  the 
enjoyment  of  good  health,  and  in 
giving  satisfaction  to  their  em- 
ployers; they  are  well  lodged, 
ana  paid  according  tothe  amount 
of  labour  performed,  and  earn  as 
nroch  as  the  other  estates*  la^ 
houren.  They  became  more  un> 
ietded  on  some  estates,  during 
the  last  month  than  they  had 
hitherto  been,  and  have  expressed 
great  dissatisfaction  at  the  pro- 
posed general  reduction  of  wacres. 
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184  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

Monthly  Return  of  African  (Sierra  Leone)  Emigrants  on  Estates  in  Town  Division,  District  C,  this  Ist  January,  1842. 


PUDtation^- 
Thomas 


Belair 


Total 
Number. 


14 


11 


Ai  VT^fSU 


14 


U 


lAortaHty 

hrthe 

last  Month. 


Oelieial  State  of  their  Health. 


Ooo4 


H«aithy 


Remarki  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgingi,  &c. 


Wages  from  five  to  lix  bitts  per 
day ;  average  eaminga  ten* 
dollara  per  month  Ibr  each  Is- 
bourer.  Lodgiogg  uoeoKep- 
tionable. 

Wages  at  above.    Lodgiogi  good. 


K.  Hetland,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


MO'iTi'RLi  Return  of  Sierra  Leone  Eniigrauts  in  District  B,  tnn'  ist  JasRHn^,  1843. 


Tu«al 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Mortality 

in  the 

last  Munth. 

Osneral  State  ef  their  Htekh. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c 

Location. 

i 

1 

i 

a 

1 

2 

2 
IB 

1 

VluAtXi<in 

Jietso  M tfti  ron  • 

11 

•  • 

•  • 

10 

•  • 

•  • 

• . 

•  • 

Excellent 

They  are  paid  at  the  same  rate  as 
the  other  labourers  on  the  e»tat«;, 
and  their  lodgings  are  goud.  One 
man  has  not  worked  during  the 
last  month,  but  has  not  been 
sick. 

J.  (X  Jdvmmk^T  MoAB,  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  District  £. 


Monthly  Return  of  Sierra  Leone  Emigrants  in  District  F,  tbisrlst  January,  1842. 


*       Totnl 
Number. 

At  Work. 

MorUUty 

in  the 
last  Month. 

General  Stale  of  their  HeaBh. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
J-odginge,&c 

1 

Location* 

• 

s 

8' 
1. 

1 

i 

il 

•  • 

•  • 

a 

1 

Plantation— 

Ifaryrille  •     •     •     » 

1 

2 

■  •  • 

1 

2 

I 

•  • 

•  . 

•  • 

These  emigmts  are  hesKby    • 

in  a   comfortable    cottage,   and 
they  earn  generally  twelve  dollars 
per  month. 
Employed  as  bostmen;  wages  ten 
dollars  per  month,  and  found  in 
provisions. 

Walter  Howard  Ware,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Monthly  Return  of  Sierra  Leone  Emigrants  in  District  G,  this  Ist  January,  1842 


Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Mortality    ^ 

in  the 
IseSmetith. 

General  State  of  their  HeaHh. 

Locstion. 

3 

fe 

a 
£ 

2 

i 

1 

J- 

8 

s 

a 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  it  c 

Plsatat>e»-- 

Hesiburi^      »    .     . 

Sopbienbuig  •    •     » 

1% 

14 

1 

5 

9 

19 
12 

1 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Very  good,  having  been  quite 
fras  uom  any  siduiess. 

Very  good,  not  having  cspe- 
riencM  any  indisposition. 

with  a  weekly  allowance  of  3  lbs. 
offish  and  10  lbs.  of  rice. 

Their  houses  are  excellent. 

W^ages  eight  dollars  per  month,  the 
women  have  retired  from  flsH- 
Ubour.  Children  four  dollars, 
with  2  lbs.  of  salt  fish  and  Tibs, 
of  rice. 

On  aU  the  sststes  where  Africans 
are  located  allowances  will  cease 
on  the  1st  Jannaiy,  1842. 

Their  houses  sre  excellent. 

A..  Lyons,  S.  J.  P.,  District  G. 


Monthly  Return  of  Sierra  Jjeooe  finigmnts  in  Diibrict  H>  thiB  Itt  Jmuary,  1842. 


Total 
Nomber. 

At  Work. 

MortaUtjr 

in  the 
lant  Month. 

General^ite  of  their  Bei^tlu 

Locitioiw 

1 

^ 

rif 

1 

1 

1 

i 

d 

^ 

d 
S 

2 

Remarlu  as  to  Wage*, 
Lodgingti  ^ 

PUnUtion— 

Reliance    .    •     .     . 

Lima 

Walton  Hall   .     .     « 

14 

13 

7 

2 

6 
5 

1 

2 
1 

10 

7 

7 

3 
5 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 

•• 

• . 

•  • 

Good 

Ditto 

Ditto      •....•.. 

No  chanee  whatever  has  taken 
place  wi&  reeard  to  the  condition 
of  tlufse  people  as  reported  during 
the  last  two  months* 

Ditto. 

Dittii. 

Ja.  Allen,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


No.  3. 
SiBRRA  LiEONS  Emigrants,  January  lat,  1842. 


Present  Location. 

Number. 

Mortality  hut  Month. 

District  Upper             A  . 

18 

None. 

>  9 

Lower             A  . 

in 

>>'» 

B  . 

140 

TewnteotknX;  . 

-48 

River     ,,       C  . 

,  , 

E  . 

11 

F  . 

« 

♦•1 

G  . 

48 

99 

H  . 

fil 

There  has  scarcely  been  any  sickness  among  these  emigrants  since  their  ^arrival.    The  above  are  on 
plantations ;  any  that  may  be  employed  in  the  towns  and  villages  are  mot  included. 


No.  4. 


Monthly  Return  of  Portuguese  Emigrants  in  District  A,  (Upper  Division,)  this  1st  January,  1842. 


ToUl 
Numher. 

At  Work,    i 

MorUlity 

intha 
last  Month. 

General  State  of  their  {Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
1-odgings,  &c. 

Location. 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

IE 

1 

1 

i 

Plantation — 

Cane  Grove     •     •     • 

Melville     .     .     .    -« 

Supply 

Fellowship      .     .     . 

15 

I 
7 

8 

1 
4 

r 

• 

2 
3 

8 

1 
6 

6 

1 
4 

1 

•»• 

1 

2 
1 

None  are  at  present  danger- 
ously ill,  but  more  than  half 
their  nnrober  are  siekly  and 
unable  to  woek. 

These    people    are    perfeetly 
healthy,  having   beoi  some 
years  in  the  colony. 

Their  health  is  good  at  present, 
bnt  there  has  been  one  death 
since  they  came  to  the  eatate,. 
that  of  a  woman  who  arrived 
in  a  sickly  eondition. 

f 

Their  lodgings  are  ffood,  and  w%ges 
high;  namely,  50  cents,  to  the 
men,  33  to  the  womftn».aiid  16 
to  children. 

These  are  no  Portuguese  now  on 
this  estate,  the  few  that  remained 
having  been  sent  to  the  hoepftal 
at  Georgetown,  with  the^  excep- 
tion of  one  who  was  too  ill  to  be 
vemoved  and  who  has  since  died. 

Wages  the  same  as  above. 

These  people  have  just  arrived  at 
Fellowship,  having  come  from 
Plantation  Profit  in  Berbice, 
where  they  had  been  located  since 
last  September,  at  which  time 
they  emigrated  to  the  colony. 

They  are  tolerably  well  lodged, 
their  wages  the  same  as  en  the 
other  estate,  and  they  seem  very 
well  satisfied  with  their  treatment. 

George  Ball,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 


Monthly  Return  of  Portuguese  EmigraoU  in  District  B,  this  1st  January,  1842. 


Nomber. 

At  Work. 

MoiialitT 

iatbfl 
UstMonUi. 

General  Stat9  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodging^i  &c. 

Location. 

I 

J 

rs 

6 

i 

1 

i 

a 

s 

Plantaiioo — ^" 

Success      •     •     •     • 

... 

LusiKnan  .,    •     •     • 
Annandale      •     «     • 

14 

8 
6 

8 

7 
9 

6 

4 
6 

7 

5 

5 

3 

n 

3, 

3 

2 

2! 

! 

i, 

1 

t 

•  • 

Their  general  slate  of  health 
upon  thia  estate,  is  good,  with 
the  eieeption  of  occasional 
attacks  af  intermittent  fiaver, 
aad  coaiequent  debility. 

During  |>art  qf -last  month,  ia- 
termitttnt  ftrer  and  ooasa- 
qnent  deb^ity)  ptei ailed  to  a 
great  #itent  on  both  theee 
estatefti  but  disappeaied  to- 
wsrda  ne  clpseoftae  month ; 

'  and  only  one  on  Xusigaan, 
aod  tub  on  >AjiD4ndaU,  were 
in  hosf  ital,  ^d  ib  both  cas#s 
the  palienta  weri  in  a  coa- 
valeseebt  state.  The  yello^ 
ferer  h^  di«appeared  amonlg 
them.  ,        ; 

The  wages  of  the  Fortugusfe  on 
these  three  estates,  are  the  same 
as  the  other  labourers,  regulated 
by  the  amoont  of  workYerfonned. 

Their  lodgings  and  general  treat- 
ment are  yety  gocid,.^d  every 
attention  has  been  pxi^l  to  them 
in  sickness.'  Many  of  ^em  hate 
left  Annanda)a  aod  l4i;^ignan,  in 
consequence  of  chaoging  their 
wages  from  a  Uxed  sum  per 
month  (7  dollaia  to  men,  and  6 
to  women,)  and  finding  them  in 
food,  to  cash  payments  on  the 
isame  scale  as  the  other  labourers, 
and  leaving  them  to  find  them- 
seWes.  Those  who  went  away, 
left  in  good  health. 

Don.  MicLB|f naU,  Stipendiary!  Magistrate,  District  B. 


Monthly  Return  of  Portuguese  Emigrants  oa  Estates  in  Town  Ditision,  District  C,  this  Ist  January,  1842. 


."    ':    '.   '   . ' 

''Total 
Number. 

•    — 

At  Work. 

Mortality 
-    in.tbfi... 
last  Month. 

GeufioI^IJ^oltheir  Health- 

Hemarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings  ftc. 

1 

Location. 

,. -S 

i 

i 

'i 

i 

"b"" 

T 

1 

1 

1 

Plantation- 
La  Penitence  •     •     • 

90 

81 

r 

115 

60 

10 

8 

3 

1 

u 

Not  gooft ;  measles  and  dysen- 
tery preiraleht. 

I^om  one-third  of  a  dollar  to  two- 
^  thirds.    Lodgings  good. 

K.  HsfrLAitD,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. , 


MoNTBLY  Return  of  Pbrtaguete  Emi^nts  in  District  t),  this  l$t  Jsinuat7,  1842 


Xocation. 


Total 
Number, 


4 


At  Work. 


I 


Mortality 

inth0 

last  Moath. 


Geoeral  State  jof  their  Hfealth, 

i 


Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c. 


Plantation—* 

Vradf  an.Hoap    •    • 


Po2»deBQin »    *   /to 
SohopB  Ord    •     • 


Tsfflaght^    »    #    • 


31 


47 


19 


12 


23 


2€ 


38 


21 


15 


19 


M 


46 


aa 


12 


19 


2a 


T 


Good 


Sickly • 

Generally  good,  but  subject  to 
sores  and  nlcars. 


21 


28 


23 


15 


^^ 


5?2   119  ^80 


S5 


59 


28 


Pretty  good 


46 


Rather  sickly,  havii^  recently 
arrived  andTsftfibriiig  from  de«; 
bilily  and  me^as. 

Gett^  batter. 


25 


The  average  of  wa^et  About  12 
dollara  per  month  for  adulta. 
Lodg^ingM  in  a  commodious  coffee 
lodge  fitted  up  into  compart- 
ments. 

Wages  as  usual. 

The  immigrants  on  this  estate  have 
not  been  industrious  this  mouth, 
little  sugar-making  having  taken 
place,  and  they  show  «  reluc- 
tance to  field  labour.  Lodgings 
as  per  last  Retom. 

The  immigrants  on  this  estate 
have  been  working  fairly  and 
chiefly  engaged  in  field'  labour; 
wages,  one  guilder  per  task. 
Lod^ngs  aa  per  last  Return. 

L<^dgmgs  in  cottages.  These  im- 
migrants having  lately  arrived 
in  the  colony,  have  as  yet  not 
performed  any  field  l^bear. 


WL  J.  SANi>iPoaD,  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  District  p. 
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Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Mortality 

in  the 

Utt  Mouth. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Reofiarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c. 

Location. 

1 

i 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

PUnUtion— 

B«t>t    ,     ^     .     ,     . 

Nouvelle  Flandre .     • 

Windsor  Foreit    ,     . 
Hague  .«..•» 
Coraelia  Ida   •     •     » 
Kdiiibiirgh*     •     •     • 
Vrees  en  Hoop     •     • 
Vitvlugt    •     .     .     • 
Metea  Meeiiorg  .     » 

'10 

10 

5 
19 
15 
21 
32 
21 
18 

14 

10 

3 
16 
14 
12 
24 
19 
30 

21 
11 

50 
21 
14 
24 
37 
38 

10 

7 

4 
15 
12 
18 
28 
21 
14 

10 

4 

3 

7 

11 

6 

14 
19 
16 

7 

7 

•  • 

20 

7 

4 

7 

21 

18 

•  • 
1 

•  • 

2 

• . 
5 
2 

• . 

1 

. . 

1 
1 

'2 
3 

.  • 
•  • 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

3 
2 
5 

Indifferent,   seferal   cases  of 

8mall-(M>x. 
LeM  sickly  than  in  the  preoe- 

iling  mouth. 
Goo^. 
Very  sickly. 

Indifferent. 
Very  sickly. 
Sickly. 
Ditto. 

The  same  rate  of  wages  is  paid 
to  the  Portuguese  as  to  the  other 
labourers.  The  lodgiogs,  except 
at  Plantation  Edinburgh,  are 
good.  The  emigrants  at  Edin- 
burgh have  been  ofier^  good 
houses  at  Leonora,  but  they  pre- 
fer the  former  estate.  At  Vrees  en 
Hoop  there  is  no  proper  hospital 
or  sick  nurse.  A  cottage  hat 
lately  been  used  as  an  hospital. 
The  accommodation  however  is 
not  sufficient.  Better  accommo- 
dation for  the  sick,  and  an  expe- 
rienced sick  nurse  are  promised. 
No  bedsteads  have  yet  been  given 
to  the  Portuguese,  The  greater 
uart  of  the  PortMyiete  at  Meten 
Meerzorg  arrived  on  that  estate 
during  the  last  month,  and  many 
of  them,  particularly  the  children, 
in  a  very  unhealthy  state. 

J.  O.  LocKHART  Mure,  S.  J.  P.,  District  E. 


Monthly  Return  of  Portugese  Emigrants  in  District  F,  this  1st  January,  1842. 

* 

Total 

Mortality 

' 

dumber. 

At  Work. 

in  the 

lairt  Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Bern  arks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c. 

Location. 

i 

d 

d 

rf 

d 

4 

g 

cS 

J 

2 

i 

B 

3 

i 

S: 

6 

ll 

^ 

S 

^ 

0 

Plantation — 

Endeavour.     .     »    ^ 

9 

9 

8 

. . 

• . 

3 

•  • 

•» » 

These  emigrants  still  continue 
very  sickly. 

These  emigrants  are  accommoila 
ted  in  cottag«>a,  which  are  supplied 
with  beds«  bedding,  tables,  and 
l)enches.  Those  that  did  work 
duriug  the  past  month,  earned  7 
dullarsi. 

Zealandia  .... 

3 

2 

1 

3 

•  • 

. . 

1 

•  • 

t 

The  emigrants  upon  this  estate 
are  healthy. 

These  emigrants  are  accommoda* 
ted  in  a  good  cottage.  Those  at 
wurk,  earn  from  10  to  12  dollars 

Elisabeth  Anne    •     • 

9 

5 

6 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

The  emigrants  upon  this  estate 

per  month. 
The  accommodation  upon  this  es« 
tate  is  very  indifferent.     These 

ness,  have  earned  but  little  wages 
last  month. 

BuQcmk     •    «    •     • 

4 

3 

3 

4 

2 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

.  • 

These    emigrants     are    Tery 
healthy. 

The  accommodation  npon  this  es- 
Ute,  is  very  good.  Those  at  work, 
earned  from  10  to  12  dollars  per 
month. 

Enterprise*     •     •     • 

8 

2 

•  • 

0 

1 

• . 

. . 

•  • 

•  • 

These  emigrants  are  healthy. 

Tljese  emigrants  are  accommoda- 
ted in  a  superior  cottagi>,  supplied 
with  beds,  bedding,  tables,  and 
benches.  Those  at  work  re- 
ceived 10  dollars  last  month. 

Blenheim  •    .•     .     • 

20 

14 

29 

9 

•  • 

3 

1 

.. 

1 

A  great  numb0r  of  these  emi- 

These emigrants  have  very  good 
cottajjfes,    supplied    with    beds. 

grants  are  at  present  lain  up 

with  fever  and  ulcer*. 

bedding,  tables,  and  benches. 
Those  at  work  earn  from  10  to 
12  dollars  per  month. 

Betriere     »    •     #    ». 

11 

6 

12 

8 

3 

6 

.. 

2 

A  few  of  these  emigrants  are 
at  present  sickly. 

These  emigrants  are  still  accom- 
modated in  the  Estate's  Hospi- 
tal, the  cottages  not  yet  being 
reatdy  for  their  reception.  Tho^tt 
aA  work  earn  firum  8  to  10  dollars 
per  month. 

Friendship      •     •     « 

4 

3 

5 

4 

1 

•  • 

.  • 

.  • 

.. 

These  emigrants  are  healthy. 

The  accommodation  'Qpon  4hi« 
estate  at  present  is  good.    Those 

at  work  earn  from  8  to  10  dollars 

ner  month. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 
MoBiBLT  Betora  of  Portneiu&e  StDigr&uts  In  District  F,  this  1st  JaaOiOT,  1842. 


Total 

HortaHtj 

Number. 

At  Work, 

intlie 

last  Month. 

Gtneral  State  of  Hieir  Hoalth. 

Locmtioo. 

i 

^ 

1 

(3 

^ 

i 

2 

1 

i 

i 

Remarks  as  to  Wages> 
Lodgings,  &C. 

Pkmtatioii*— 

Oiletaaa.     .     .     . 

10 

e 

13 

7 

4 

5 

•  * 

1 

•  • 

A  few  of  fheie  eraiffnokB  have 
been  mtk\ir  <huing  tie  past 
monthi  but  the  majority  of 
them  are  in  gpod  heaUh* 

These  people  are  accommodated 
in  good  cottages,  supplied  with 
beds,     bedding,      tables,  >  and 
benches.     Those  at  work  gene- 
rally earn  from  S  to  10  dollars 

lK09IOfg     a           •           •          • 

14 

91 

10 

7 

8 

6 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

Some  of  {he«  emigrant*  hare 
been  aiddy  during  tie  paat 

per  month. 

These  emigrants  are  partly  accom- 
modated  in  a  large  cottage,  and 
parti V  in  a  building  used  as  an 
^EetatVs    Hospital.       Those    at 

month,  but  they  aie  new  cou- 

valeacent. 

work  earn  ttom  8  to  IB  dollars 

MiLria  Johamui    •     • 

I» 

10 

8 

7 

6 

4 

•  • 

1 

2; 

These  iemigfants   have   been 
very  sickly^  duribg  the  past 
i^onthi 

per  month. 
These  people  are  accommodated 
in  cottages,  supplied  with  beds, 
bedding,    tables,    and   benches. 
Those  at  work  earn  from  8  to  10 
dollars  per  month. 

Svodonr  •     •     •     • 

15 

9 

33 

6 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 
• 

THese  emig^nts    have    been 
very  sickly  duripg  the  pi^ 
months  and  Home  of  tHem  are 
at  presiut   in   A  dangerouf 

These    emigrants    are   accommo- 
dated in  good  cottages.    Those 
at  work  earn  from  tea  to  twelve 
dollars  per  month.    The'morta<> 

state. 

lity  and  sickness  upon  this  estate 
has  been  greater  tliau  upon  any 
other  in  the  district,  though  the 
emigrants  express  themselves  sa- 
tisfied with  their  treatment.  The 
want  of  a  good  hospital  has  been 

wa«s  vary  from  eight  to  tenr 

Sarah 

2 

3 

7 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

The  young  children  of  the  Por- 
tuguese emigrants  have  been 
very  sickly  during  the  past 

These    emigrants    are  accommo- 
dated   in    good    cottages.    The 
wages  they  receive   vary    from 
eight  to  ten  dollars  per  month. 

month,  but  the  adults  have 

been  healthy. 

Mootfann  •     *     .     • 

12 

5 

4 

11 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

These     emigrants    are    very 
healthy. 

These  people  are  accommodated 
in  good   cottaj;es.     The  wages 
they  receive  vary    from  ten  to 

twelve  dollars  per  month. 

Walter  Howard  Ware,  StipenlliaYy  Magistrate. 


Monthly  Return  of  Portuguese  Emigrants  in  District  G,  this  1st  January,  1842. 


Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

MortalUy 

in  the 

last  Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Bemarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c. 

Locatieo. 

1 

8 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Q 

1 

s 

1 

i 

Pkotatkni— 

Ondemuring  •     •     • 

AufOta       •     •     •     • 

Good  Intent    •     •     • 
Spring  Grove  •     .     . 

14 

•  • 

•  • 
6 

3 

2 

*• 
2 

14 

6 

8 

1 

9 

•  • 
6 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

9 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
1 

1 
I 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

This  woman  died  from  prema^ 
ture  confinement.  Their 
health  during  the  last  month 
has  not  been  so  good  as  the 
previous;  great  eebility  and 
weakness. 

Very  b«id ;  twelve  men  have 
left  the  estate  ;  eleven  women 
and  thirteen  cfaildren  are  gone 
to  George  Town. 

Left  to  the  care  of  the  ma- 
nagtr»  being  left  destitute  ef 
fiarents. 

Very  good  generally^;  one 
death  from  great  debility. 

three      to     ei^ht    dollars     per 
month.     Lodgings  rery  good. 

WeH lodged;  healthnysHnated. 

Lodged  comfortably  and  wcjl  si- 
tuatedi 

Wages  ten   dollars   per  month. 
Good  houses,  and  appear   com- 
fortably situated. 

A.  M.  Lyons,  Stiptndiary  Magistrate,  District  G. 
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Monthly  Return  of  FEtrtugucae  Emigrr^att  in  Diatrict  H|  ll^s  1st  Jaoyary,  1842, 


189: 


Tetal 
Nufaber. 

At  Work. 

lIoriaHty 
inttae 

G^smal  St«ta  of  their  Health. 

Kemarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodging  &c. 

Loication. 

1 

^ 

1 

0 

1 

1 

i 

f 

o 

i 

Plantation— 

Taynmouth  Manor     . 
M^stay  •     .     •     • 
Anna  Retina .     .     . 
Richmond.     •     •     • 
La  Belle  Alliance      • 
Lima    •     .     .     •     • 

Sparta 

Windsor  Castle    .     . 
Better  Success     .     . 

21 
8 
4 

15 
3 

15 
3 

22 
9 

11 
8 
2 

13 
2 

10 
2 

16 

10 

5 

10 

9 

7 

3 

8 

4 

17 

21 

14 

4 
2 
7 

•  • 
5 

•  • 
7 
9 

9 

2 

4 

« . 
0 

'i 
s 

2 
3 
3 

4 

.  • 

•  • 

2 

11 

i 
1 

1 

•  • 
1 

« • 

•  • 

•  • 

Good 

MiddUng. 
Ditto. 
Pretty  good. 
Indiflbrent. 
Good. 
Middling. 
Indifiereat. 
Good. 

The  lodgings  and  wages  of  the 
Portuguese  immigrastt  to  Slst 
December    inclusive,  continued 
the  same  as  reported  on  the  1st 
of  last  month.     Those  located 
on  IVynmouth  Manor  and  Better 
Success,  receive  an  allowance  of 

OQ  the  said  estates  they  are  re- 
presented as  doing  well. 

All  the  Portuguese  located  on 
Affiance  left  for  Georgetown,  or 
other  estates,  early  last  month. 

The  mater  number  have  likewise 
led  La  Belle  Alliance. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  Portu- 
guese, tnruugh  indolence  or  in- 
ability, do  little  work ;  and  they 
and  their  employers  seem  eooally 
dissatisfied  with  each  other. 

Ja.  Allbn,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Monthly  Return  of  Portuguese  Emigrants  in  District  J,  this  1st  January,  1842. 


Total 
Number. 

At  Work. 

Mortality 

in  the 
last  Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &€. 

TtftfatifMii 

s 

1 

i 
2 

6 

t 

d 

d 

d 

1 

The  only  Portuguese 
Emigrants    in    this 

ai  Plantation  Profit. 

3 

5 

2 

2 

3 

2 

1 

•  • 

•• 

Sickly. 

Good  lodging  found,  and  odd  in 
proportion  to  the  work  performed. 

A.  Van  Ryck  de  Groot,  Stipendiary  Ma^^istrate,  District  I. 


Monthly  Return  of  Portuguese  Emigrants  in  District  M,  this  Ist  Janu^ry^  1842. 


Total 

Number. 

At  Work. 

MortaUty. 

IB  the 
last  Month. 

General  State  of  their  Health. 

Remarks  as  to  Wages, 
Lodgings,  &c. 

LoTAtion. 

1 

1 

d 

1 
§ 

1 

n 

M 

d 

i 

1 

1 

PUaiatioo— 

Eliza  and  Mary    .     • 
Skeldon     •     •     •     . 

7 
8 

2 
4 

8 

•  • 

•  * 

•  • 

•• 

•  • 

1 

'i 

.• 

Ftom  their  appearance  and  the 
dpiniou  of  the  doctor,  the 
health  of  the  Portuguese  on 
both  these  estates  is  improving 
considerably. 

None  of  them,  however,  have 
as  ^t  done  any  woik  worth 

The  utmost  care  is  taken  of  them, 
they  want  for  nothing  that  can 
contribute  to  their  recovciy. 

W.  J.  Brittain,  Stipendiary  Magistrate^  District  M. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  - 


Maqeira.  Emigrants,  1st  Jatjiurj,  1842. 


Piment  Location. 

Number, 

Mortality  in  the  lart  . 
Month. 

District^  tpper         'A". 

•  . ; 

50 

'^    '     '      '  "4 

,  i      Lower              A 

'  ^0  Return 

No  Return 

B      . 

67 

6 

,»       Town  Section   C 

286 

15 

,,      River       ,,        C 

No  Return 

No  Betiim 

D    :. 

,   431 

'25   " 

£       . 

MX 

^2 

■'    F-     ., 

399 

^  30    . 

,.                                G       . 

56 

4 

'     H       » 

258 

9 

'     •; 

10 

1 

K     .! 

None  in  Dislrict 

None  ill  Distrtot. 

L      . 

DitlJD 

Ditto 

M      . 

ts 

81 

" ;  2 

No.:  at  present  in  Rural  Distric 

2,t)99' 

128 

In  Colonial  Hospitat,  from  iBtl  | 

30 

ta  3ist  December  «     •     4 

n 

Total  ^     • 

1                                          '• 
t 

151 

■A-Rei'Urn  of  Portuguese  Eml{;raut»  who  tmv(!  T)\^il  In  titfe  COlonlMirosi5TlaT/Deihera*ra,Troin'l8TJiSuary  to 

"        1st  December,  1641. 


Location  at  the  time  of 
being  seised  with  Sickness. 


Name  of  Deceased* 


Sup- 
pusec^ 
Age.' 


Name  of 
""Vessei'Tn 
which  the 

came  to  the 
.<3ei*>py. 


Disease  of 

fUlhich  the  deceased  Died^ 

or  C«use  of  Death. 


KCTBarktt 


Hahaic 


Plantation  Lima     *     • 

Plantation  Hurstelliog 
Georgetown  t     •     •     • 


PlanUtion  Best      • 

Georgetown*  •  • 
Plantation  Houston 

Geof^feliiHit/'''.  ^^^  M 

99  •        •        • 

Maria's  Lodge  .  • 
Plantation  Houston 
Maria's  Lodge  *  » 
Georgetown      •     • 


On  board    • 


Plantation  La  Penitence 
yy      Malgrotout 


Georgetown.     •     • 
Plantation  La  Penitence 
Georgetown  •     »     . 


On  board  .  •  v« 
Georgetown  •  [  . 
On  board :<y*-.  *  '"• 
Georgetown  •  • 
Plantation  Reinfield 
y^      CanegroYe 


^v 


Joha  Francis 


Maniuel  Ferara   •     •  • 

I 

JuaelilihJB"^  T  " "  •  "•'  "• 

Fraii:i»'B#**^fcr^  •  • 

Manfuel  Rodrigos      »■  \ 

Marii  Dycarulf ;  '  4  \ 

JuaDlGonsalve^' ;     *  « 


A  Pcirtiigfuese  li^rtiku  -"(iiniiU 

unknown). 
Marik  Zeukima  •     .»     •  .  i' 

T     .■::■:..:■■■ 

•fV4n):isco  •''•'  i  '  ;    '.     i 
^kin  De^WHt^ffi'    -"  ;;     . 

1 
Maria  Jolial  •     •     •     •     . 
Manuel  Thalis'^V  -  V-  4  '  \ 
Thes^orio  Silvery     •     •     . 


Leopildina    •     •     •     •     • 

Mantjel  Gomes  •  »'*'*• 
Fran^iMJb;  ^' .■  i^'"i^''V"U' 
J  uan  VH^a  i'  a"  • '  .  '  • 
Drocirdila     •     •     •    \  '.  . 

Jokinii  De  Meiila'  4  •     V 

Augu^  Antonio  •  •  -  •     • 

Juan  l^ernandes  •  •  '•"  '•' 

Manqel  Dandra  •  •  .'"  'f" 

Antoiio  Dobiigo  «  *  i"  '\ 

Mariii  Dusant  «  ^  •  ,  • 
Josepti  Deponte  •'  '•  •  '  • 
JohnlDaFruetas     •     •     • 

Antsmutl2j?a»l2diaa..  b..^. 

Manual  De  SilTas-  ^  ,  »  • 
Francisco  Gomes  •  «  • 
J!MArU,'Fraticisfed«  /^  '^  . 
Joseph  Gonsalves  •  •  • 
Francisco  Gomes  De  Rama 
Claudr&a  Jesus  •     •     •     • 


45 


47 

ft 
14 

}^ 

i.  4 


Mai  d*estomac 


f..r.i 


iTell^w  fever « 


■i 

26 

ir 

5 

21 

26 
16 


Sh.  Enter prit€ 


,Si^.JKti^eifphfe 
Sh.  Enterpritf 


RoihilFcfnr  mranfUe  "lever 
(Moribund).  .    ,  ^   . 

Yellow  fever, 
t^achutic  slou^hIn^l)ir8ter  ^ 

Convutsiods  (MpHbund). 
Ulceration  of  the  culuti  •     • 


tellofw  fevtr  (MoribunjJJ.'  ^ 
Sloughing sori    •'  •     ^'  % 

Telloiwievtef '  ' "      */• 

J:     !".     ■     .     .-':>    .'•/ 

',       ^j'     "      (Moribund^ . 
jthausion  from  feVer    '•     • 


loribund 


H 


./ 


^eUojw  fevfer.  '     ' 

, , '     "  (Moribund^^ 

M^aslei   •     •     •  ,  .■     • ,   • 


f»»,       •••••• 

Yallowrevtr.        *     "     " 
Neglected  eye  disease  (loss 

of  eyes).      '     '  .. 
Dlarrhcfta (last  stage)  .»     • 
Yellow  fevtJr.   •  '      ^ 


yaffi«»lla  (negl#€tod)t. 
Yellow  fever. 
Measles. 
Yellow  fever. 

Remittent  bilioiit  tever  • 


20th  July.— No  deaths  up  to 
this  date.    Aj^  old^wQod^ 
cult^r,  cpi^iiutjip^  fenjilmi . 
doWn. 
August. — Came  to  town  in 
_  ^tfe^  hsiOUk . 


Se^teniber,  -^  Slarvpd,    and 
emaciaiedft 

Starved:    adsaitted    in    a 
wretched  aud  deplonbU 

,  ..•  itata.;.    .'  . 

SjBnt  in  a  vai^.W.  state  pf 
'    • '  health ;   emaciatei^  1 494i, 
▼ery  low. .      ,     , 

.  Ock»ber.— ^Lefl  with.,  jp^i^ur- 
I  roriuguese,  at  6  ^rn.  on 
America  Stelling,  where 
,lhfy  were  ezpo«^d  to  the  Kuo 
and  starving  nntild  p.m.' 
^*fton  St^ng,T,^h,,lM|fr 
; ,  mother  for  12  houfi^  .|  ^ 


\ 


4^dmitted  la  the  verv.Jasi 
,  stage;     (^aclatfd     to 
,  skeletodu;4U9;Uo»a« 
November. 


Starved  to  skeietons* 


Wretched,  starved,  and  half 
dead  when  admitted. 
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A  Return  of  Portupiese  Immi'iifrants  who  have  Diecl  in  t!ie  Colonial  Hospital,  Demerara^  &c.— con/tnu^. 


liOcatiuo  at  the  time  of 
being  seized  with  Sickness. 


Name  of  Deceased. 


Sup- 
posed 
Age. 


Name 
of  Vessel  in 

which 
the  Deqeased 

came  to 
the  Colony* 


-Diteaseof 

which  the  Deceased  Di^d, 

et  Catiae  of  DdiMli. 


Remarks. 


Capuey  •     «     .     •     • 
Plantation  La  Penitence 
On  board    •     •     •    • 


Georgetown      •     •     • 

Plantation  Gane|p*ove  • 

, ,       Houston     • 

yy       Farm     •     • 

,,       Best      .     . 
,,        Schoonoid  . 
, ,       La  Penitence 
,,       Providence. 
Georgetown     «     •     • 

Plantation  Annadale  • 


Maria  Jetifr  r.  •  •  < 
Antouio  Rodriguez  •  , 
Donnac^ntento    •     •     , 

Manuel  Da  Court  •  , 
Manuel  Juan  •  •  . 
Juan  Ci^dera  Da  Silva  . 


FlbxeutihaJMiaBv    ' 
Jose  Rodcigafez  • 
Christopher  Marks 
Antonio  Gomez  • 
Cerardo  D'OIiveni 


Maria  Coirea. 


Georgetown 


•     •     • 


Capuey 

PlantationNoovelle  Fland  res 
,  •      Ranfield*     * 


AnnaJesuhs 

Juan  DK)U«ara  -•--  •  •  . 
Antonio  Ghmzalves  •  •  • 
Antonio  Ribeiro  •  .  •  , 
Manuel  De  Cayrish  •  •  . 
MaiiriG»«ei  t-— r--v" 
RosaDaJasus   •     •     •     . 


40, 

38 

9* 

months 

•«' 

.5 

3P 

,16 

'li2  • 

40 

3i 

40 

20  ' 
mimths 

7 
months 

19 

24 

23 

18 
8 


Sh.  EnterPrite 


19 


Abortus.  . , .   '  j 

Yellc^  fever  (dying). 
Measles. 

Tello^  fever. 
Starvation,  and  disnhoda 
Yelloii(  fever. 

»*  (dying)      • 

9i 

>i 

9  f 

Convulsions. 

Diarrhea,  and  8tarv^ti(^n< 

Yellow  feveh'   -^^  • 


Measlen. 


All  but  dead  on  admission. 

Died  2  hours  after  admit* 
sioof 


^^^m^^m^^^mm^^i^^^f^m'^^i'^ff^'^^^'    i   ■  !   i  l>     P 


There  have'been  admitted^  ftom  the  1st' January  to  1st  l3ec^mber,  559  Portuguese,  of  whom  55  died ;  giving  a  per  centage  of  9*66. 
.^.  .^^ - • «^ •  -  H»  At  ILoQUf  MiD-^^  Kooidtiii  Siiiy>n> 


A  Return  of  Portuguese  Emigrants  who  have  Died  in  the  Colonial  Hospital,  Demerara,  from  1st  to  Slst  December,  1841. 


Locatito  at  tfte  tim'e  of  ' 
beMig»'f«ited  withSidcneM. 


iName  of  Deceased. 


Sup4 
pose4 
Age. 


Nanitt  of  ; 
Vesssel  in  i 
which  the 
Deceased  ! 
came  to  thej 
Colony,   j 


Disease  of 

whkh  the  Deceased  Died, 

or  Cauite  of  Death. 


<1  r     I 


-fir^ 


Remarks. 


«.M/ 


Greorgetown       •     •     • 
Plantation  Ruiemveld  • 

,,       SchoonOrd 
Lequan  Island  .     •  ''•  ' 
Plantation  Sephoop  Oid 

> ,        Ahii'^dale  • 


Maria*s  Lodg6. 
Cane  Grove     • 


Gcoi^g^eloihi 


Malgretoht. 


Plantation  Vreed  ep  Poop 
Geor^etfl^nv  *  ^  •  " .  *  ;     . 


Plantitilotf  Bbiiifoir    '• 

Georgetown  ^    - .     »  '    ; 

Plantation  Leonora      • 

..       Providence* 


Carlotta  Jesues  .  « 
Rosa  Da  (^onceicao . 
JuanNdu^  .  •  « 
Joai^  Antonio  «  • 
Fran|:isco  Da  Silva. , 
Antonio  Gomez  •     « 

Maiif  Jokina    .»  >, 

Jokii^a  Govia      •'  . 

Manuel  Marques  « 

'Maria  Goilsalves  « 

Manpel  D'Olivera  , 

Jiian,Feriara»     »  « 

Pedr^  Marqueaz.  « 

Paulo  Marqueaz.  « 

Phll^ioRosa  »,  . 
jesitita'  Marquis  • 

llarif  Joseph '^   •'    « 

l^erp^ttta       •     •'  . 

Manuel  Ponta     •  « 

Benta  Maria.     ^  % 

Annai  Gronsalve&  •  '• 


Georgetpwn.     »     .     . 

Plantkf^ii  Rui^vetd . 
ty      ■  Ileohora 
,,       *PttWiditoc6. 


9* 
99 
99 


Zorg  •  *  • 
Little  Piampnd 
Leonork  .  ' . 
Houstoa    •     • 


Anna  De  Freitas  • 
Maoiel  D*01ifeim  » 
Maria  Marquis  • '  • ' 
EliaAdielili  •*  *  • 
Antonio  •  •'•'•' 
Juan  Ferara  « .  •  .  • 
Maria  Jesues '  .' '  • 
'^hoqsa  De  Camar^  . 
Blanael  Dobrio  ^    • 


50 

IS 


I 

4 

I 

44 

28 
15 
months 
1 
vear 
"23 

1? 

32 

20 

30 
20 

25 

■I 

modfhs 


Debility,  worvckB,M94f«mf^ 
YellQw  fever.  ,  ^.  ....    , 

Ditto. 

Ananrca,  from  fev^r^.  ,,,■  r 
Measles,  dying  state., .  ,  ;     . » 
Diarrhoea,  convalescent  from 
yellow  fever. 

P«biiitjr,frp«^,«WW»  >-*.  ...M 
l>ittc|. 

Measlefu    ^     ,      ,   ..,..-....^.\ 
Debility  from  ferer. 
Ditto^  and  starvation. 
lisBn^optisis ;  half-st^rved,, ( 
Moribund  when  tvl^qi^^tefL  <  • 
Yellow  fever. 

iSztrekii|Be^aciati9iu.  ,.    (    . 

bitto^  '     ''       ' 

Aaerties';  verj'hai  sores.' 

Yellow  fever.  ,  ;;  „.,  •)  .  . 
F«ver&  |^ri3gnanc;(Ahortif3« 
0iarrhaia;^eztren)e  ^e\(i^r 

,,  from  fever. 

M^itibund  ;  abuse  of  ^t^QBUSl. 
Bliick  vomit;  ias^fitagl^    <i 
Ydlow  fever.  ^     ^   „>.■...■   >. 
Black  vomft.         '  i.  .  f  -  .  ! 
Bxhaiibtioiil  *  J,    ,  ,,"  - 

Ydtow  fuver.  "     \,.^ 
Ditto.         '     * 
Ditto.  ^       - 

DtfbJUty  from  feyer..;     ^  ,. 


■•   ! 


,      :u.u.;.A;  :   ..'i.:..^  • 


JApkM  in  the  last.«|«9§.tff , 


J '  • .  •  > 


•'';>! 


There  have  been  admitted  from  let  t%  $lti  DeeWfcber,,l«»«»t^rtMgfie«,  of  whom  30  died^  ghrin^  k  per  cettt^ge  of  16*87; 

.    .       .  V   ..  \  i -^  !  .    B.  A.  JEdaQH^  JMLJ^.^  Resident  Surgeoiw 
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BRiTisHwnAifA  (No.  21.)  No.  72. 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley,  dated 
Government  House,  Demerara,  January  24lh,  1842. 

No.  72.  I  HAVB  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship*8  Despatch, 

^«4K  No.  37,  date  16th  December.     (Pace  103.) 

In  reply  to  the  concluding paragraphof  that  Despatch,!  would  drawyourLordship'fi 
attention  to  the  fact  mentioned  by  me  in  my  Despatch,  No.  82,  date  15th  July, 
(page  31,)  that  the  planters  in  the  year  1340,  thought  only  of  taking  advantage  of 
the  high  prices  of  sugar,  and  did  not  attend  to  the  cultivation  for  succeeding  crops. 
In  1841,  the  early  part  of  the.  year  was  employed  in  doing  tliat  which  was  neglectefll 
in  the  previous  year,  consequently  less  sugar  was  made  in  the  three  first  quarters 
than  in  the  preceding  year,  during  the  same  periods;  the  quarter  ending  Slst 
December,  1841,  showed  an  increase,  though  on  the  whole  year  there  has  been 
No.  8.8th  January,  undoubtedly  a  large  decrease,  upwards  of  6,000.  hogsheads. 

^^^ — , —      I  have  never  looked  for  more  than  40,000  hogsheads  annually,  being  the  £cdl 

Page  174,  proportion  to  be  expected  from  the  present  strength  of  the  labouring  population, 
free  from  coercion,  and  not  disposed  to  do  extra  work,  as  in  the  period  of  appren* 
ticeship,  when  the  labourers  were  induced  by  high  moDej  payments  to  give  more 

work  to  the  estates  than  the  tariff  of  labour  prescribed.  

The  produce  from  Berbice  is  larger  in  1841  than  in  1840 ;  and  on  many  estates 
in  the  two  remaining  counties,  on  which  equal  attention  had  been  paid  to  the  cul^ 
tivation  as  to  the  manufacture  of  sugar,  there  has  been  littie  or  no  diminution. 

I  may  mention  Rome  and  Houston,  and  the  estates  of  Sir  Michael  MacTurk  as 
the  first  presented  to  my  recollection. 

During  1841  so  much  attention  had  been  paid  to  the  cultivation  of  the  cane- 
fields,  and  the  labourers  had  worked  so  continuously,  as  in  some  degree  to  satisfy 
the  planters,  that  though  there  might  be  a  diminution  of  crop  in  1841,  yet  the 
prospects  for  1842  were  very  favourable  ;  what  the  result  may  be  from  the  late 
disagreement  between  the  labourers  and  their  employers,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
anticipate ;  three  weeks'  cessation  from  labour  at  a  most  favourable  season  of  the 
year  must  undoubtedly  risk  the  amount  of  crop  propoiiionaliy. 

The  complaints  made  of  ill  done  and  slovenly  work  are  general ;  the  cultivation 
of  the  sugar  cane  requires  great  attention  to  weeding,  draining,  and  replanting, 
where  the  <4d  plants  does  not  send  forth  fresh  shoots.  Neglect  of  this  will  always 
affect  the  crop,  and  a  cane  piece  is  more  or  less  productive,  according  to  the  pre- 
ciseness  of  the  necessary  labour. 

Planters  who  were  arraid  of  losing  hands  on  their  estate,  even  though  idle  ones, 
because  other  planters  would  readily  receive  them,  encouraged  even  the  industrious 
to  be  negligent  in  their  work ;  the  crops  have  suffered  in  consequence  ;  the  cause 
has  been  confessed  in  those  meetings  of  the  planters  which  have  been  reported  in 
my  Despatch,  No.  166,  date  4th  December. 

^  I  do  not  assume  more  than  25,000  effective  labourers  in  the  province  at  a  large 
computation.  Idle  as  the  labourers  have  been  considered  by  their  employers,  this 
even  with  the  diminished  crop  of  the  last  year  gives  more  than  one  hogshead  and  a 
third  per  head — as  much  as  ordinary  results  have  been  computed  by  practical  and 
experienced  planters. 

While  I  regret  equally  with  your  Lordship  the  decrease  in  the  quantity  of 
sugar  exported  from  this  province  in  the  past  year,  I  see  no  reason  for  supposing 
any  progressive  decrease  will  occur,  the  moment  mutual  confidence  is  restored 
between  the  planters  and  the  labourers. 


(No.  22.)  No.  73. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Light  to  Lord  Stanley. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Demerara,  January  24th,  1842. 

No.  73.  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  Despatch 

No.  39,  dated  27th  December.     (Page  110.) 

JHy  despatches,  acknowledged  by  your  Lordship,  have  been  followed  by  other 
statements  relative  to  the  Portuguese  from  Madeira.  My  Despatch,  No.  157,  date 
22nd  November,  (page  125,)  will  have  reported  to  your  Lordship  that  it  was 
determined,  that  emigration  from  Madeira  should  cease  after  the  first  March — 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFFAIRS  OF  BRITISH  GUIANA.  193 

the  earliest  period  that  could  be  fixed,  so  as  to  prevent  interference  with  arrange-  BBITISH  euiANA 
ments  that  might  have  been,  made  by  the  agent  at  Madeira. 

I  trust  that  my  determination  to  stop  emigration  from  that  quarter  will  receive 
your  Lordship's  approval. 

I  regret,  for  the  sake  of  the  colony,  that  the  climate  is  so  unfavourable  to  the 
Portuguese,  though  the  temperature  is  not,  perhaps,  higher  than  in  their  native 
island.  In  health,  they  are  a  most  industrious,  hard  woridng,  and  hitherto  most 
honest  and  submissive  race. 

Those  who  remain  in  town  as  shopkeepers  and  hucksters,  though  often  sickly, 
are  useful;  tbey  accumulate  money  by  small  gains  and  great  economy,  and  many 
of  them  will  acquire  comparative  wealth,  which  of  course  will  not  remain  in  this 
cokmy. 

Your  Lordship  will  have  seen  in  the  estimate  for  the  year  1842,  that  a  blank  Despatch  i75.  isth 
had  been  left  there,  on  the  application  of  Bishop  Clancy,  for  four  additional    l^ec«niber,  i84i. 
Roman  Catholic  priests ;  but  from  the  temper  of  the  non-official  section  of  the 
Court  of  Policy,  I  do  not  expect  that  any  sum  will  be  voted  in  Combined  Court. 
This  is  not  just,  and  would  have  been  good  reason  for  the  Portuguese  Government 
opposing  emigration  from  Madeira  had  it  been  advisable  to  continue  it. 

In  allusion  to  the  treatment  of  the  Portuguese  on  their  passage  from  Madeira, 
in  the  schooner  Rienzi,  as  probably  affecting  their  health,  I  reier  your  Lordship 
to  my  Despatch,  No.  83,  date  6th  July,  where  I  stated  the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  fact.  The  captain,  a  subject  of  the  United  States,  was  fined  100  dollars 
and  imprisoned  14  days ;  this,  with  the  law  expenses  and  the  loss  of  40  dollars 
a-day  demui-rage,  would  probably  be  a  lesson  to  him  for  an  imprudence  resulting 
from  unnecessary  fears  which,  happily  for  him,  as  well  as  for  the  emigrants,  were 
not  attended  during  the  voyage  with  any  fatal  results,  however  much  those  fears 
may  have  led  to  unfavourable  termination  of  disease  after  the  emigrants  landed. 

Your  Lordship  will  have  read  in  my  Despatch,  "  Separate,'*  date  7th  December, 
that  my  attention  has  been  turned  to  the  subject  of  hospitals :  some  arrangement 
on  their  account  must  be  made,  which  I  tru^t  will  put  an  end  to  the  uncertainty 
now  existing.  One  of  the  most  feasible,  if  district  or  estates'  hospitals  cannot  be 
regulated  by  ordinance,  has,  I  understand,  been  adopted  by  the  Honourable  John 
Croal,  by  mutual  agreement  between  himself  and  labourers.  He  gives  a  house  for 
a  hospital,  and  finds  medicines  and  medical  attendance,  the  labourers  on  their  part 
agreeing  to  establish  a  fund  under  management  of  certain  of  their  body,  who  are 
to  reffulate  and  find  the  diet  for  the  patients,  under  prescription  of  the  medical 
attendant,  from  that  fund.  It  is  a  fair  arrangement,  provided  it  can  be  applied 
generally. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  HENRY  LIGHT. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley, 
&c,         &c.         &c. 
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SCHEDULE. 


Na 


L  Lieut,-GoT.  Macphail  to  Lord  J.  Rassell 


2.  Lieut.-Gov.  Macphail  to  Lord  J.  Russell 


d.  Lieut.-Gov.  Macphail  to  Lord  J.  Russell 


4.  Lieut.-Gov.  Macphail  to  Lord  Stanley 


5.  Lieut.-Gov.  Macphail  to  Lord  Stanley 


Date. 

1841. 

March  2 


SUBJECT. 


Page 


TraDsmittiug  Reports  for  the 
mouths  of  October,  Novem- 
ber, and  December,  fur- 
nished by  Stipendiary  Ma- 
eridtKate 

May  29  .  Transmitting  Returns  and  Re- 
ports of  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trates to  April  .  • 

August  26  Transmitting  Returns  and  Re- 
ports of  Stipendary  Magb- 
trates,  to  June  inclusive   . 

Nov.  13  •  Transmitting  Returns  and 
Reports  of  Stipendiary 
Magistrates  to  September ; 
Abstract  Returns  of  Cases ; 
and  Answers  to  Lord 
Glenelg's  four  Queries 

Nov.  25  .  Transmitting  Copies  of  An- 
tigua Blue  Book  for  1841. 
— Statement  of  the  Appro- 
priation of  Legislative  Grant 
for  Relief  of  Poor  • 


14 


23 


37 
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RKLATIYX   TO 


A  N  T  I  G  U  A. 


(No.  6.)  No.  L  ANTIGUA. 

ExTBACT  of  a  DESPATCH  froin.Lieuteiiaiit*^6ovenior  Macph  ail,  Axlministering  ^^^ 

:tbe  Gemenl  Cbvefwuent  of  the  tljteiwmrA  Iskouk^  to  Lend  John  JIwsbll. 

Govenunent  House,  Antigua,  March  2,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  faerenrrith  for  your  Lonkhtp-'s  information  the  >^^^ 

Reports  for  the  months  of  October,  'November^  and  December,  furnished  by  the 
Stipendiary  Magistrates  for  Antigua. 


Enclosure  I,  in  No.  1. 

Sir,  St  Jobi's,  Anttgua,  13th  January,  1841. 

hi  laying  bafiare  .your  TjtoalUnty.iay  report  a».a  stipendiary  magistrate   in   this  End.  1,  in  No.  1. 
island  for  th&  three  mootlis -ending  on  the  31st  \iltimo,  1  have  mueh  satismction  in  being 
enabled  to  continue  the  favourable  account  of  the  general  state  of  matters  within  my  district, 
"Tffaich  has- heretofore  characterised  my  periodical  reports,  since  I  have  been  honoured  with 
the  appointment 

In  fact,  the  course  of  events  has  varied  so  Uttle  from  that  of  the  preceding  terms,  that  it  is 
not  easy  to  offer  any  observations  which  shall  convey  new  information  to  your  Excellency ; 
and  I  would  advert  in  particular  to  the  last  report,  which  I  had  the  honour  to  submit,  as  being 
almost  entirely  applicable  to  the  later  period  of  which  I  am  now  to  treat. 

The  general  conduct  of  the  labourers  during  the  last  three  months  has  afforded  no  ground 
of  exception,  that  I  am  aware  of,  to  the  former  reports  on  this  point ;  noris  there  any  want  of 
good  feeling  between  the  employers  .and  their  labourers. 

There  is  no  variation  calling  for  particular  notice  in  the  hours  of  labour^  nor  in  the  amount 
•of  wages  given  ;  where  the  peasantry  undertake  job-work  it  is  not  uncommon  for  them  to 
work  both  earlier  and  later  than  the  recognised  working  hours  of  the  contract  labourer.  I 
have  been  told  of  their  continuing  their  exertions  by  moonlight ;  and  1  have  myself  seen  them 
cheerfully  labouring  without  regard  to  weather. 

No  instances  of  renting  out  estates'  cottages  have  come  to  my  knowledge ;  but  the  indepen- 
dent villages  are  increasiog,  and  the  system  is  gradually  and  steadily  extemUng  itself. 

Ample  as  may  appear  to  be  the  means  of  instruction  within  tne  reach  of  the  labouring 
population  of  the  island,  I  am  quite  of  opinion  that  there  is  great  room  for  their  extension 
with  advantage  to  all  parties ;  and  I  have  been  gratified  to  learn  that  there  is  a  prospect  of 
chapel-schoob  being  erected,  in  what  may  be  fairly  termed  the  *'  model  village  "  of  "  Liberia,* 
and  also  in  a  more  recent  settlement  named  **  Spring-hill,"'  on  the  western  borders  of 
Falmouth  Bay. 

I  have  been  infiormed  that  Mr.  Sheppard,  of  Di^gading  Nook,  has  eontinued  to  cultivate  the 
mulberry  and  to  rear  silkworms  with  great  success ;  tnit  unfortunately  it  is  not  easy  to  see, 
from  the  want  of  capital,  how  the  persevering  efforts  of  this  individual,  are  to  be  turned  to 
pcactical  account. 

I  am  happy  to  be  enabled  to  report  that  but  few  instances  .of  emigration,  as  compared  with 
the  preceding  quarter,  have  taken  place. 

I  append  to  this  report  the  usnal  returns,  and  analyus  of  cases,  which  have  come  before  me 
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ANTIGUA.       thai  there  is  less  disposition  than  heretofore  to  annoy  and  harass  the  labourers,  because  from 
—  some  cause  or  other  they  may  have  preferred  to  seek  employment  elsewhere,  than  where  their 

immediate  connexions  may  chance  to  reside. 

I  regret  to  have  to  mention  that  the  provision  crops  of  the  peasantry  have  been  seriously 
affected  by  the  ravages  of  a  worm ;  thus  counteracting  to  a  certain  extent  the  benefit  derived 
from  the  late  plentiful  falls  of  rain. 

It  would  be  highly  desirable  that  some  more  effectual  means  were  adopted  to  check  the 
illicit  traffic,  which  there  is  no  doubt  is  carried  on  more  or  less  directly  with  the  foreign  islands 
in  these  seas;  as  the  outbays  and  creeks  of  the  island,  more  particularly  on  the  south-eastern 
and  south-western  coasts,  are  the  principal  points  of  debarkation.  It  cannot  be  questioned  that 
the  peasantry  in  the  neighbourhood  may  be  contaminated,  and  habits  of  disorder,  recklessness, 
and  disregard  of  the  laws  acquired  by  the  facilities  which  at  present  exist  for  joining  in,  and 
the  specious  temptations  which  surround  enterprises  of,  this  character. 

The  abundant  rains  and  akemate  sunshine  with. which  the  is^land  has  been  favoured,  have 
proved  highly  beneficial  as  well  to  the  prospects  for  the  future  as  to  the  crop  on  the  ground. 

The  asylum  for  juvenile  offenders  has  been  put  into  active  operation,  and  with  good  effect ; 
but  it  must  speedily  become  manifest  that  the  extreme  term  for  which  the  magistrates  are 
authorized  to  commit  children  thereto,  is  utterly  inadequate  to  the  production  of  any  lasting 
benefit  to  the  character  or  disposition  of  the  individuals  subjected  to  its  discipline. 

I  have  great  satisfaction  in  reporting  that  the  5th  of  November,  and  the  Christmas  holidays, 
both  passed  over  in  the  most  orderly  manner,  and  without  adding,  in  I  believe  a  single  instance, 
to  the  ordinary  routine  of  cases  brought  before  us. 

I  have  for  some  time  had  in  course  of  collection  by  the  Inspector  of  Police  at  English 
Harbour  materials  for  the  compilation  of  a  census  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  St.  I^ul ; 
I  have  to  regret,  however,  that  various  circumstances  have  combined  to  retard  their  com- 
pletion, and  at  present  render  it  extremely  doubtful  whether  the  design  can  be  accomplished 
even  on  the  limited  scale  which  I  had  contemplated. 

I  again  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  suggest  the  importance  of  obtaining  accurate 
information  on  the  subject  of  the  "  ten  acre  "  lots  in  this  parish ;  of  which  there  is  no  doubt 
that  a  considerable  portion  has  reverted  to  the  public,  and  might  be  readily  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Crown  or  the  local  legislature. 

I  have,  &c.. 


His  Excellency  Major  John  Macphail, 
&c.  &C.  &c. 


(Signed)  William  Walker, 

J.  P.,  and  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


ANALYSIS  OF  CASES. 

CottT. 

Difm. 

TOTAU 

Sept 
1S40. 

Offences  against  Police  Act,  including  '^Riotous  and  dis 
orderly  Conduct/*  **  Abusive  Language,"  "Carters  ridinf 
on  their  Carts,**  "  Persons  furiously  Riding,"  &c.  Ac. 

Assaults  and  Batteries       .             .             .             • 

Felonies  (committed  for  Trial)      • 

Breach  of  Contract           . 

Portens  and  Jobbers          .             • 

Vagrancy              ..... 

CaUle  Trespass    ..... 

83 

16 

12 

7 

11 

0 

2 

0 

51 

13 

17 

10 

5 

14 

6 

1 

84 
29 
29 
17 
16 
14 
8 
1 

94 

40 

14 

4ft. 
2 
4 

13 

81 

117 

198 

223 

Average  No.  of  Cases  per  Month     •     .     66 
Ditto  in  September  Qtmrter  •     ...     74 
At  Buckley's  there  were  only  Five  Cases  during  the  December  Quarter. 


End.  2,  in  No.  1. 


Enclosure  2>  in  No.  I. 

Sir,  Antigua,  22nd  Jan.,  1841. 

The  termination  of  the  year  presents  a  favourable  opportunity  for  my  reporting  to  your 
Excellency  the  observations  I  have  made  respecting  the  agricultural  prospects  of  those  districts 
in  which  I  have  performed  the  duties  of  a  magistrate.  .  .  .     , 

The  crop  of  last  year  was  very  good,  and  notwithstanding  the  drought,  which  greatly  checked 
the  growth  of  the  canes  early  this  season,  there  is  no  reason  at  present  to  anticipate  any  con- 
siderable falling  off  in  the  ensuing  crop,  especially  when  the  canes  have  been  well  manured 
and  properly  attended  to.  The  nature,  however,  of  the  soil  is  so  variable,  that  what  is  con- 
sidered favourable  weather  in  one  district  is  quite  the  reverse  in  other  parts,  and  it  is  very 
difficult  to  arrive  at  a  just  estimate  of  the  future  prospects  of  the  island. 

The  usual  festivities  at  this  seacx>n  of  the  year  amongst  the  labouring  classes  appear  to  have 
been  kept  within  moderate  bounds,  and  the  peasantry  are  now  pursuing  their  avocations  with- 
out having  (as  in  former  years)  demanded  an  increase  of  wages. 
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Emigration!  which  I  understand  has  taken  place  to  considerable  extent  in  the  adjacent 
islands,  has  not  prevailed  within  my  circuits  so  as  to  create  uneasftiess  in  the  minds  of  the 

Elanters,  and  I  am  happy  to  report,  that  several  small  parcels  of  land  are  being  diaposed-of 
y  sale  to  the  negroes^  for  building;  this,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  best  possibj^  measure  to 
prevent  emigration,  and  as  many  gentlemen  have  lately  altered  their  views  upon  this  subject, 
there  is  reason  to  hope  that  the  example  given  will  be  generally  adopted.  The  price  paid  for 
a  jrfot  of  ground,  48  feet  by  42,  is  thirty  doHars,  or  about  £120  sterling  per  acre.  £600  cur- 
rency was  offered  for  three  acres,  and  refused,  the  proprietor  being  aole  to  dispose  of  it  to 
greater  advantage  in  small  allotments;  these  enormous  prices  will,  of  coiirse,  decrease  as 
competition  offers. 

By  the  returns  for  the  quarter  ending  the  31st  of  December,  your  Excellency  will  perceive  a 
small  increai^  in  the  number  of  convictions,  but  no  ofiences  of  a  grave  nature  have  been  brought 
unde  my  noticer.  Petty  thefts  are,  I  fear,  numerous ;  and  from  the  expense  and  trouble  of 
prosecuting  at  the  sessions,  many  are  compromised  or  altogether  overlooked.  Two  youn^ 
negroes  were  lately  brought  before  me  for  stealing  yams,  the  value  in  each  case  did  not  exceed 
sixpence  sterling;  and  had  the  prosecution  not  b^n  withdrawn,  they  roust  have  been  com- 
mitted tojail  until  the  March  sessions. 

Depredations  of  this  description,  if  allowed  to  go  unpunished,  will  doubtless  lead  to  the 
commission  of  crimes  of  greater  magnitude ;  and  as  tne  certainty  of  punishment  is  admitted  to 
have  greater  effect  than  the  qtiantity  inflicted,  I  would  ventiM  to  sbgge^t  atf  a  remedy, 
that  a  summary  jurisdiction  in  such  cases  be  vested  in  the  hands  of  two  or  more 
magistrates. 

1  abstain  from  .offering  an  opinion  on  the  moral  condition  of  the  peasantry,  as  regards  their 
marriage  contracts,  religious  duties,  &c,  these  matters  I  know  to  be  well  looked  into  by  the 
clergy  of  the  Established  Churchy  who  are  ably  assisted  by  the  zealous  co-operation  of  the 
Wesleyan  and  Moravian  Mis»ons.  I  am,  however,  sorry  to  observe  a  very  irreguUtr  attend- 
ance at  Divine  service  in  the  parish  Church,  and  which  I  attribute  in  some  measure  to  the 
dances  on  Saturday  evening,  that  are  sometimes  kept  up  in  my  neighbourhood  to  a  very 
late  hour. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)^  L.  GiiiEME,  S.  J.  P, 

His  Excellency, 
The  {lieutenant-Governor, 
Leeward  Islands. 


ANTIGUA. 


(A.) 

Police  Opvicb,  Enolish  HAaaoua. 

Kamwrof  ftiauiiB  uliu  liai t  bttu  ejected,  ^wm  1st  daj  of  Oetobwr  to  31tt  day  of  December*  1840. 

NiL 


Names  <if  Persons  committed  as  idle  and  disorderly,  from  the  1st  day  of  October  to  3lst  day  of 

December,  1840. 


Names  of  Pieraoiit 

committed    as    idle 

and  disorderly 

Persons. 


None, 


Johnny  < 


Names  of  Persons 
committed  as  Rogues 

and  Vagabonds, 

and  as  incorrigible 

Rogues. 


John  Antigua  < 


Date  of  every 
such  Conviction. 


November  3 


November  17 


Names  of  the  Informer, 

and  the  ground  on 

which  the  Conviction 

proceeded. 


The  Assistant  Inspec- 
tor t»f  Poliee.  For 
being  found  wan- 
deriog  abroad,  hav- 
ing no  visible  means 
of  subsistence. 

The  Assistant  Inspec- 
tor. — ^  Defendant  a 
minor,  entirely  ne- 
glected, and  having 
no  occupation,  was 
sent  to  the  Juvenile 
Ofienders  Asylum. 


The  length  of  Time 

for  which  they 

were  to  continue  in 

force. 


Ten  days*  hard 
labour,  in  ihe. 
House  of  Cor- 
rection. 


Three  months  in 
the  Juvenile 
Offenders  Asy- 
lum. 


Names  of  Persons  who  have  entered  into  contracts  of  service,  from  1st  day  of  October  to  31  st  day  of 

December,  1840. 

Nil. 
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PAFimS  RELATIVE- TO  THE 


'ANTUniA.       NaUM  of  PtaooM.'nho  have  beta  pannhed  hr  th*  .neoiperfonnMce  of  Any  ooatnct  «f  ^  servlee,  from 
—  1st  day  of  OeUlbet  to  31st  day  of  Deaembcr,  1S40. 


'  Names  of  Penoni 
•gainst  whom  we  hvm 

or  made  any  Order  for 

Date 

of  such 

Greonds 
on  which  such 

Names  of  Persons 

at  whose 

Informatioa 

Nature  and  Anaont 
fof'itke 

iDfliottDr  PoBishmeDt, 

Sentence  or 
Older. 

Saotence  or  Order   ' 
proceeded. 

Instance 
sQch  Sentence  or 

of  My  CoD^aok  of 
Service. 

Oide»  was  made. 

John  Davfs  •  •  •   • 

«7     Oct., 

WitiiholdBng 'Wages 

WiUiam  Johnston 

Defendant  ordered 

1840. 

And     Godlirty 
Webster. 

to  pay  *wagts 
claimed,  Ss.  M., 
andoBice-ISws. 

Jacob  Mills  .  .   .  . 

aNov.„  . 

.Breach  of  contract, 
in  quitting  work 
without  due  no- 
tice. 

David  Cramstoun 

Defendant  to -work 
the  30  days  4>f 
notice* 

Eleanor 

9  f 

Ditto,  in  absenting 

Rev.     Nathaniel 

Defendant  to  forfeit 

herself     without 

Gilbert. 

six  days'  wages  to 

leave. 

estate,  and  to  pay 
fee. 

Rpbert ..,,.. 

10  —      . 

Ditto*    ncgliyt    of 
duty    as     eaUle 
keefwr. 

Henry  Ea  Gale.  . 

oneweek'swBges. 

William  Thomaa  •  • 

27 a 

Ditto,    by    disobe* 
dienee  of  orders. 

;Ditl0a> 

Ditto,    dimo. 

WOliamEaksLedtAtt 

15  Dec.,  a 

Ditlo,by  wiOkhold- 
ing  wages. 

Edward  Sanniel  . 

Defendant .  edkred 
to  pay  wages, 
7s.  6d. 

Gandaee  Francis  •  . 

>» 

Neglect  of  duty  .   • 

WiUiam  Crawford 

Defendant  to  pay 
office-fee. 

David  Cranstoun .  • 

>> 

Withholding  wages 

Jacob  Mills.  .   . 

Defendant  to  pay 
wageir  forthwkb. 

Ann,    Sarah,    and 

9  > 

Breach  of  contract  * 

Michael  O'Reilly 

Each  defendant  to 

Susannah. 

forfeit  10  days* 
wages  to  estate. 

John 

99 

Ditto,  in  neglecting 
his«MUnary<luty 

Henry  E.  Gale.  « 

Defendant  to  forfeit 
four  days'  wages. 

(Signed) 


WujjAM  Walker,  J.  P.,  and  Stipendary  Magistrate. 
G;  Black,  J.  P. 


Names  of  Persons  Convicted  in  the  Parish  of  Sunt  Mary,  as  idle  and  disorderly  Persons,  or  as 
Rogrues,  or  as  Vagabonds,  or  as  incorrigible  Rogues,  from  1st  to  3 1st  October,  1840. 

Nil. 


Names  of  Persons  who  hare  entered  into  Contract  of  Services  in  the  PaHsh  of  Saint  Mary,  hetween 

Ist  and  3l8t  October,  1840. 

Nil. 


Names  of  Persons  who  liave  been  Punished  in  the  Parish  of  Saint  Mary,  for  Non-performance  of 
any  Contract  of  Services^  between  1st  and  31st  October,  1840. 


.      Date.  I 

Names. 

Offences. 

At  whose  Instance. 

Amount  and  Nature  of 
Punishment. 

Ist 
3rd 

5  > 

Hester 

Francis  Criehton    • 
Joanna    «   «   •    .   . 

Breach  of  Contract 

♦Ditto 

Ditto 

Wm.  Hamilton  .    . 
Edward  G.  Bryan  . 
Samuel  Tucker  •   . 

10  days*  hard  labour. 
Fined  £10. 
Ditto  ll«.3<f.  to  es- 
tate and  fee. 

(Signed) 


D.  Davby. 
L.  GaiiMB. 


*  This  is  an  erroneous  entry :  the  oflfence  not  being  the  non-performance  of  a  contract  of  service, 
which  is  not  punishable  by  fine ;  but  an  ofience  against  a  clause  of  the  Colonial  Act  which  prohibits 
the  hiring  by  one  person  of  a  labourer  who  is  at  the  time  under  contract  of  service  to  another.  The 
magistrates  have  no  power  to  mitigate  the  penalty. 
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Names  of  Penoos  who  have  been  Punuhed  in  the  Burvh  of  Saint  Mary,  for  Non-perfbrmanoa  of  a»f  '      ANHODAI  ' 
Contract  of  Servieesr  between  1st  and  SOth  November,  1840.  — ~- 


Date. 

Names. 

Offenoef. 

At  whoae  Idstance. 

Amount  and  N'ature  of  Punlshmentt. 

7th. 

Jas.Qoodwia  • 

BreachofX^ontract 

Robt.  Joseph  .    . 

and  ibe. 

14th. 

Jos.  Wesston  . 

DiUo 

'Jof.  Hkmtev'  .   . 

AdmonialMtfl;  feeireoMtted. 

Stinifai.   ... 

Ditto  ..... 

Di4te.  .    .   .    .   . 

D^ta%   .   .   .    .ditto. 

»  %  ' 

Enc     .   .  .    . 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto ditto. 

Sarah  .... 

Ditto  ..... 

Jas.  Qoodwia  . . . 

.Ordered  to  ium  to  work,  or  to 
bet«jected  oa  ^Ist  iMt. 

Elten-.    .   .    . 

Ditto  ..... 

Dftto^w   .... 

Ditto,  ditto. 

BlftdbnBt.   .  .. 

Dittoi 

Ditto* 

,  Foffidi  3  »d|iy9  of  .estaW;'  fet« 

Letty   .... 

Ditto  ..... 

Ditto  ..... 

Ditto  6  days  .    •  ditto. 

Kitty    .... 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto  6  days,    .ditto. 

MargtETCt    .    • 

Dftto' 

Ditto  .    ...    .    . 

Ditto^d^s  .    .  ditto;* 

J  -  ^ 

Joaneh.  .... 

Ditto 

Diito  ...... 

Dittos  6  days  .   .  ditto. 

Mary  Aim  •   . 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto  5  days  .    .  ditto. 

Peggy    .  .  . 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ordered  to  be  ejected  on  I6th 
inst. 

Names  of  Persons  who  have  entered  into  Contract  of  8^hrtieea  in  the  Parish  of  Saint  Mary,  between 

Ist  and  SOth  November,  1840. 

Nil 


NameR  of  Pecsoas^  Convicted  in  the  Parish  of  Saint  Mary,  as  idle  and  disorderly  Persons,  or  as 
Rogves^  or  as  Vagabonds,  or  as  incorrigible  Rognes,  from  1st  to  SOth  Nbvember,  1840. 


Nil. 


(Signed) 


D.  DitVEY, 

L»  Grjsme. 


Naiaeff  of  Persons  wlio  have  beeft  punished  in  the  Pkciah  of  Saint  Mary,  for  Nonpperfbrmance  of 
any  Contract  of  Senricear  between  1st  andS^lst  December,  1840. 

Nil. 


Names  of  IVrsons  who  have  entered  into  Contract  of  Serviees  in:ithfiIHiri8h  of  Saint  Mary^  between 

Ist  and  81st  December,  1840.^ 


Date. 

Name. 

Extent  of  Services. 

Ntime-of  Estate. 

18th.    . 

Daniel 

Twelve  Mbnthd  .  • 

York's 

John  Ramsay. . 

Names  of  Persons  Convicted  in  the  Parish  of  Suint  Mary,  as  idl^  and  disorderiy  PerscNis,  or  as 
Rogues,  or  as  Vagabonds,  or  as  Incorrigible  Rogoes,  Irom  1st  to  Slst  December,  1840. 


Date. 

Name. 

Oifenoas  and-  gcomid.  of 
Conviction. 

Extent  of  Pnoisfameat. 

NaneK>r  Complainant. 

19th  . 

Geo.  Collins    .    .   . 

Vagrant,   found  in 
the  woods  and  n<y  < 
means  of  snbsisi-  - 
ing'  himself. 

Ode  month's   hard 
labonr.' 

Kenn  B.  Osborn. 

(Signed)  D.  Davey, 

L.  GlLBMI. 
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No.  2. 


Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  lieut^-Govemor  Macphail,  Administering  the 
General  Government  of  the  Leewai-d  Islands,  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

Government  House,  Antigua,  29th  May,  184L 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  Reports  and  Returns  of 
the  Stipendiary  Magistrates  in  this  island  to  the  month  of  April  last 

As  re^rds  the  conduct  of  the  labourers  of  the  agricultural  class,  inthdr  reIat]<Mtt 
with  their  employers;  these  Reports^wiU  be  found,  I  conceive,  very  satisfactory. 
There  has  not  been  any  disinclination  to  labour  al  rates  of  wages  which  have  been 
freely  offered,  and  under  the  recent,  state  of.  the  produce  n^ark^t  could  be  well 
afforded ;  nor  do  I  believe  that,  where  judicious  and  conciliatory  management  ^las 
been  adopted,  there  has  been  generally  any  difficulty  in  securing  continuous  and 
effective  labour. 

There  are  many  points  in  the  character  and  habits  of  the  peasantry  advert^  to 
in  these  Reports,  which  it  would  be  most  desirable  to  see  improved ;  but  they  are 
not  so  much  subjects  for  legislative  coercion  and  restraint,  as  for  the  less  authoritative, 
but  more  efficient  process  of  education  and  religious  instruction. 


End.  1.  in  No.  2.  '   Enclosure  1,  in  No.  2. 

Sir,  St.  John's,  Antigua,  20th  May,  1841. 

I  DO  myself  the  honour  of  submitting  to  your  Excellency,  for  the  information  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  an  Abstract  Return  of  the  cases  heard  before  Mr.  Justice 
Black  and  myself  at  the  Police  Station,  English  Harbour,  for  the  months  of  January  and 
February,  March  and  April,  last  past. 

Ihe  general  conduct  of  the  labourers  within  the  district  in  which  I  act,  so  far  as  regards 
their  relations  with  their  employers,  may  be  fairly  estimated  by  the  number  of  individual 
cases  brought  before  us  for  breacnes  of  contract ;  these  amount  in  the  four  months  to  thirty-six, 
out  of  a  very  extensive  population :  but  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  whole  of  these  do  not 
apply  to  the  agricultural  class. 

There  has  been  among  the  estates'  labourers  an  increased  tendency — ^though  not  to  a  great 
extent — ^to  absenting  themselves  from  labour  without  permission,  or  even  explanation  or  ex- 
cuse ;  and  1  am  not  prepared  to  account  for  this  otherwise  than  by  attributing  it  to  the  way- 
wardness or  capriciousness  of  character  by  which  very  many  of  these  people  are  distinguished. 
Some  seemed  to  have  considered  it  sufficient  to  ask  K>r  a  week  or  whatever  period  they  might 
desire,  and  without  even  waiting  for  a  reply  have  taken  the  time  to  themselves ;  others  did 
not  observe  even  this  ceremony — and  in  but  few  instances  was  anything  like  a  sufficient 
ground  adduced  for  desiring  leave.  Cases  have  also  occurred  wherein  the  parties  had  actu- 
ally employed  themselves  while  thus  absent  on  other  estates.  These,  with  disputes  as  to 
•  wages,  appear  to  me  to  be  the  most  prominent  features  calling  for  notice  under  the  head  of 

the  relations  of  employers  and  labourers.  It  is  just  to  add,  that  the  dry  weather  which  has 
again  prevailed  at  the  very  critical  season  subsequent  to  the  date  of  my  last  Report,  may  have 
had  its  shai*e  in  increasing  die  desire  to  check  those  irregularities  in  the  discharge  of  ordinarv 
and  allotted  work,  which,  being  perhaps  in  a  more  favourable  season  of  less  importance,  would 
be  allowed  to  pass  without  coming  under  the  cognizance  of  the  magistrate. 

But  a  still  more  serious  subject  of  comment  is  aflforded  by  the  numerous  cases  of  a  descrip- 
tion to  which  I  have  formerly  had  occasion  to  advert,  namely,  riots  and  disturbances  amon^ 
the  labourers  thentiselves,  most  frequently  on  Sundays,  and  commonly  proceeding  from  jea- 
lousy, or  from  disputes  occurring  during  the  preceding  week.  In  the  course  of  these  contests 
matters  usually  proceed  from  the  unmeasured  use  of  language^  so  disgusting  that  it  would  not 
be  credited  unless  heard  repeated  on  oath,,  to  struggling,  blows  and  wounds,  necessitating  the 
interference  of  the  rural  constables,  and  creating  alarm  and  confusion  on  the  whole  estate. 
In  other  instances  these  or  similar  scenes  arise  from  a  resort  now  becoming  too  general,  to  the 
dances  which  are  continually  being  held  on  various  estates  in  the  neighbourhood  of  English 
Harbour,  and  where  the  refase  of  its  society,  there  is  too  much  reason  to  believe,  are  freely 
admitted.  Hence  some  of  the  complaints  of  trespass  under  the  XlVth  Clause  of  the  Act 
against  Malicious  Injuries  to  Property,  which  will  be  found  inserted  in  the ,  Return.  I  know 
that  the  ministers  of  religion  sincerely  deprecate  this  state  of  things,  and  do  all  in  their  power 
to  counteract  it ;  and,  in  fact,  we  derive  no  small  support  in  the  exercise  of  our  authority  from 
being  enabled  to  rely  on  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  many  excellent  persons  of  that  pro- 
fession who  have  charge  of  congregations  within  the  district.  To  the  persevering  efforts  made 
in  tlje  cause  of  religious  instruction,  we  can  alone  look  for  the  so-much-needed  improvement 
of  the  character  of  the  peasantry  in  the  respect  above  noted ;  and  tlierefore,  as  regards  the 
adult  race,  I  am  not  sanguine :  but  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  moral  training  now  bestowed 
upon  the  young  will  tend  to  rescue  them  from  the  liability  to  such  a  charge.  Perhaps  I 
ought  to  remark  that  the  parties  brought  before  us  for  offences  of  the  above  description,  are 
not  unfrequently  vouched  for  by  the  managers  as  among  the  best  and  most  effective  labourers 
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upon  the  estate ;  and,  with  rare  exceptions,  they  manifest  contrition  for  their  bivlis,  and 
behave  respectfully  when  before  us. 

The  children  of  the  labourers  would  be,  I  am  assured,  readily  employed  upon  the  estates  e 
but  there  yet  exists  a  degree  of  disinclination  on  the  part  of  parents  to  this  species  of  em- 
ployment for  their  offspring,  which  will  doubtless  give  way  in  proportion  to  the  weakening 
of  the  old  aasociation  connected .  with  field  labour*  The  Juvenile  Offenders'  Asylum  is  a 
sufficient  proof  of  the  advantage  of  training  boys  to  agricultural  employment ;  the  few  therein 
contained  are  eagerly  sought  after;  they  are  constantly  engaged,  and  apparently  delight  in 
their  allotted  work;  clean,  healthy,  and  cheerful  in  their  appearance,  it  is  cd^vious  that 
Rociety  and  themselves  are  alike  benefited  by  the  arrangement,  which  leads  us  to  regret 
that  there  should  be  not  more  of  the  numl^  scattered  throughout  the  country,  deriving  the 
advantages  of  this  institution ;  and  that  it.  shpuld  be  in  the  power  of  the  magistrates  to  confine 
them  there  but  for  three  months,  a  period  so  brief  that  they  are  thrown  agam  upon  the  world 
at  the  very  moment  as  it  were  when  impressions  for  good  may  be  just  taking  possession  of 
their  minus. 

But  few  labourers  have  emigrated  since  the  commencement  of  the  year;  and  these  at  dis-* 
fant  intervals  :  nothing  like  combination  or  an  indiscriminate  desire  to  emigrate  having  been 
at  all  manifested. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  sittings  at  English  Harbour,  I  have  attended  at  Buckley^ 
whenever  there  have  been  complaints  to  be  heard  ;  but  those  which  have  occurred  present 
no  circumstance  of  sufficient  importance  to  render  it  necessary  to  add  to  the  foregoing  obser- 
vations. 

In  respect  of  the  other  topics  of  enquiry,  to  which  these  reports  are  directed  to  have  re- 
ference, I  am  not  prepared  to  state  any  thing  differing  from  the  information  contained  in  my 
pre\iou8  reports. 

I  beg  to  forward  herewith  the  usual  answers  to  the  four  queries  circulated  by  Lord  Glenelg 
in  relation  to  the  administration  of  the  Contract  and  Vagrant  Acts,  for  the  respective  montfa^ 
to  which  this  report  applies. 

1  have,  &c 


iWxmuA. 


(Signed) 


William  Walker, 

J.  P.,  and  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Abstract  Return  of  Convictions  and  Cases  Dismissed  before  William  Walker  and 

George  Black,  Esqrs.— 1841. 

Natuiis  and  Dbsoriptxom  of  Ovfknces. 

January. 

February. 

March. 

April. 

^ 

i 

i 

i 

J 

Total. 
Conv. 

1 

1 

> 

i 
.9 

1 

Assault  and  Battery 

Police  Act,  inclading  furiously  and  iinproperly  Ridiogr^ 
and  Driving;  Carters  riding  on  Carts;  Carts  noti 
properly  marked  ;  Affrays  and  Nuisances  unsuit-f 
able  for  the  public  StreeU  or  Highways       .         J 

Malicious  Injury  to  Property,  Xll.  Clause 
Ditto        .         .        .        XIY,      „      TrespMS  . 

Contract  Act 

Larceny  Act,  including  Fraud,  Embezzlement,  and) 
unlawful  Detention  of  Property           .         .         .  j 

Juvenile  Offenders*  Asylum  Act     •        •         •         . 

Fire  Arms'  Licence  Ace         •        •         •        *        • 

Vagrant  Act 

Malicious  Injury  to  the  Person       •         •         •         • 

Nuisance,  by  obstructing  the  Highway  (bound  over) 
to  Sessions) j 

Cattle  Trespass  Act,  No.  97 

3 

16 

5 
'3 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

12 

18 

3 

•  • 

15 

34 

8 
4 

2 
10 

4 

•  • 
5 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

5 
15 

3 

•  • 
2 

4 

•  • 

•  • 
3 

7 
25 

7 

•  • 
7 

4 

•  • 
2 

3 

3 
3 

2 

*9 
•  • 

1 

1 
2 

12 
14 

•  • 

•  • 
2 

6 

•  • 

1 

15 

17 

2 

ii 

6 
1 

2 
2 

13 

•  • 

6 
32 

1 

3 

1 

5 
1 

10 

39 

8 
4 

14 

6 

1 

Average  of  Four  Months,  66^ 

89 

43 

72 

23  1  32 

55 

21 

35 

56 

33 

49 

82 

Sir, 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  2. 

Antigua,  April  17, 1841. 

I  HAVE  nothing  worthy  of  particular  notice  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  respecting  the  End  2,  in  No  2. 
conduct  of  the  agricultural  labourers  since  my  last  Report ;  at  present  all  hands  are  busily 
occupied  in  taking  off  the  crop^  which  from  the  continued  severe  drought  will>  I  fear,  &11  ocm- 
siderably  short  of  that  of  last  year. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  the  Quarterly  Police  Returns,  in  consequence  of  the  police 
8erjeant*s  sickness,  but  hope  to  forward  them  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  week. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  L.  QfUEUZ. 

'His  Excellency  Major  Macphail, 

Administering  the  Govemm^t^  Leeward  Islands. 
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ANTIGUA.  Enclosure  3,  in  No.  2. 

End.  3,  in  No.  2.  (A.) 

Antigua  Policb  Officx,  Enqlish  Harbour. 
Names  of  Persons  wlio  hare  Wen  ejected,  from  Ist  to  3lsi  day  of  January^  )84L 

Nil. 


Names  of  Persons  who  hare  been  committed  as  idle  and  disorderty,  from  Ist  to  Slsl  day  ef 

January,  1841. 

NiU 


Names  of  Persons  who  have  entered  into  contracts  of  service,  from  Ist  to  Slai  day  of  January,  184I, 

Nil. 


Names  of  Persons  who  have  been  punished  for  the  non -performance  of  any  contract  of  service, 
from  1st  to  3lst  day  of  January,  1841. 


NameB  of  PersoQa 

against  vbom  we  have 

prooouDced  Seotence, 

or  made  Order  for 

inflicting  any  Panishment 

for  the  Non-performance 

of  Contract  or  Service. 


Mifthft4*l      • 

Precilla      • 
John  Coppy 


•     •     • 


Date  of  such 

Sentence  or 

Order. 


5th  January 

12th  January 
12th  January 


Grounds 

on  which  audi 

Sentence  or  Order 

proceeded. 


Neglect  of  duty  as 
cattle-keeper. 


Neglect  of  duty  . 
Neglect  of  duly  . 


Names  of  Persons 
whom  Information 

or  Instance  such 

Sentence  «v  Onbe 

was  made. 


John  p.  Cranstoun 

Rowland  S.  Ffrye 
Rowland  S.  Ffirye 


Nature  and 

Amount  of  the 

Fuaibmciii 

awarded. 


One  month's  bar4 
labour  in  the 
House  of  Cor- 
rection. 

Forfeit  ten  daya' 
wages 

Forfeit  three  days* 
labour 


(Signed)  G.  Black,  J.  P. 

William  Walker,  J.  P.,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Names  of  Persons  who  have  been  ejected,  from  1st  to  28ih  dajt  of  Febtnary,  1841. 

Nil. 


Names  of  Persons  who  have  been  committed  as  idle  and  disorderly,  from  1st  to  28th  day  of 

February,  1841. 


Names  of  Persons 

committed 

IS  Idle  and  Disordtrly 

Persons. 


Names  of  Persons 

committed 

as  Rogues  and  Vagabonds 

and  as 

hioorrigtble  Rogues. 


Jane  Jeremiah  •   • 
Thomas  Ligbtfoot « 


Date 

of  every  such 

Conviction. 


2nd  February 
2nd  February 


Names  of  the  Informer, 

and  the  ground  on 

which  the  Conviction 

proceeded. 


The  Assistant  In- 
spector ef  Police. 

The  Assistant  In- 
spector of  Police. 

Habitual  Wanderers 
withoot  visible  m^ans 
of  subsistence,  and 
beinj;  unable  to  give 
good  accounts  of  them- 
selves. 


The  length  of  Time 

for  which 
thej  were  to  con  tin  ae 

in  force. 


One  calendar  month 

hard  labour. 
Ditto,  ditto. 


Names  of  Persons  who  have  entered  into  contracts  of  service,  from  1st  to  28th  day^of  February,  1841. 

Ntt.  
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Names  of  Peraons  who  fa«ve  been  puoiahed  for  Uw  noa-perfonnMce  of  waf  contmct  of  service, 
from  1st  to  28th  day  of  February,  1841. 


AimOUA 


Names  of  Persons 

a^iDst  whom  we  have 

proDMiaccd  SeoldDce^ 

or  made  Order  for 

inflictiDg  any  Ponishment 

for  the  MoD-performance 

of  Contract  or  Service. 

Date  of  sacb 

Sentence  or 

Order. 

Giomida 

on  which  such 

Sentence  or  Order 

proceeded. 

Names  of  Persons 

wboas  loforasatioa 

or  Instance  such 

Sentence  or  Order 

was  made. 

Nature  and 

Amount  of  the 

Punishment 

awarded. 

Raehael     #    •     »     . 

John  Sheppard     •     • 

Eleanor      «     •     •     • 
'William  Henry     •     • 

Jo^tUXtL  •        •        •        •        4 

SdFebmary 

9th  February 

15th  Febnmry 
23rd  February 

23d  February 

Abeefiting  iMmlf 
without  leave. 

Wilfiil  neglect  of 
duty    as    cattle 
keeper. 

Neglect  of  duty    . 

Breach  of  Contract 
Neglect  of  duty  * 

Rowkml  8.  Ffrye 

William  Clayton  • 

William  Clayton  • 

John  Figure   11a 
fisherman. 

John  Hudson  »     . 

Forfeit  ten  days' 
wages;  fee  remit- 
ted. 

Ditto  three  days' 
vrages,  ditto. 

Pay  office  fees,  and 

reprimandedL 
Ordered  to  return 

and  work  out  30 

days'  notice. 
Forfeit  three  days' 

wages  ;iesnmii- 

ted. 

Names  of  Pen 

(Signed)             G.  Black,  J.  P. 

William  Walkbr,  J.  P.,  Stipe 

odary  Magistrate, 
ch.  1841. 

ions  who  have  been  ejected,  from  1st 
Nil. 

to  31st  day  of  Mar 

Namoi  of  Persoiit  who  have  been  committed  as  idle  and  disorderiy,  from  1st  to  the  31st  day  of 

March,  1841. 

NaaM  oi  Peraons 

cMnmittttd 

aa  Idle  and  Disorderly 

Persona. 

Names  of  Persons 
committed 

and  as 

Incorrigible  Rogues. 

Date 

of  avery  foch 

Conviction. 

Name  of  the  Informer, 

and  the  ground  on 

which  the  Conviction 

proceeded. 

The  length  of  Time 

Ibt  which 
they  were  to  coatinae 

in  force. 

Sam.  Cooper,  R.&V. 

premises  of  the 
pose,  via.}  wttli 

9th  March  • 

» informer  for  an  a 
tbeviawoftteolinj 

John  Boden  .    . 
Being  found  oti  the 
dmitted  unlawful  por- 
^  certain  pioa  boards. 

Two     calendar 
months. 

,  Names  of  Persons  who  have  entered  into  cc 

Names  of  Personi  who  have  been  punished 

1st  to  31s 

^ntracts  of  service 
Nil. 

8,  from  1st  to  31st  day  of  March,  1841. 

^rmaiice  of  any  contract,  of  service,  from 
841. 

for  the  noii-perf< 
t  day  of  March,  1 

Names  of  Persons 

against  whom  we  have 

proooanced  Sentence, 

or  made  Order  for 

inflicting  any  Punishment 

for  the  Non-performance 

of  Contract  or  Service. 

Date  of  such 

Sentence  or 

Order. 

Gromids 

on  which  such 

Sentence  or  Order 

proceeded. 

Namas  of  Persons 

whom  Information 

or  Instance  such 

Sentence  or  Order 

was  made. 

Nature  and 

Amount  of  the 

Punishment 

awarded. 

Joseph  Nanton      •     • 
David  Benjamin    •     « 
Maria    •     «     •     •     • 

2nd  March    . 

9th  March  • 

23rd  March. 

23d  March  . 

30th  Marc     . 
30th  March  . 

9th  March  • 

Neglect  of  duty  * 

Withholding  four 
days*    wages, 
7$,  lOid. 

David  M.  Hoy    . 

James  George    • 

John  Hudson     . 

John  Hudson     . 

George  S.  Bladen 
George  S.  Bladen 

John  P.  O'Reilly 

Forfeit  three  days' 
wages,  and  pay 
fees  48.  6d. 

Ordered  to  pay 
wages  forthwith. 

Forfeit  four  days' 
wages,  fee  i-emit- 
ted. 

Forfeit  seven  days* 
wages,  fee  remit- 
ted. 

Reprimanded,  fee 
remitted. 

Each  forfeit  four 
days'  wages,  fees 
remitted. 

Forleit  seven  days' 
wages,  fee  remit- 
ted. 

Margaret    •     •     •     • 

William  Mack       «     . 

Emanuel  Gordon,  Har- 
riet, and  Fanny. 

EKzabeth  .     .     •     . 

i 

A 

i 

N 
N( 

AV 

1 

rom  work  with- 
out leave, 
bsenting  herself 
from  work  with- 
out leave, 
egleet  of  duty  . 

fglectofduty  • 

>sence     without 
eave. 

(Signed)  G.  Black,  J.  P. 

William  Walker,  J.  P.,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 
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Names  of  Persons  vho  have  been  ejected*  fTom  let  to  SOth  day  of  April*  1841. 

Nfl. 


Names  of  Persons  who  have  been  committed  as  idle  and  disorderly,  from  let  to  30th  day  of 

April,  1841. 

Nil. 


Names  of  Persons  who  have  entered  into  contracts  of  service,  from  1st  to  80tb  day  of  Aprils  1S41. 


Names  of  Persons  who  have  been  punished  for  the  non-performance  of  any  contract  of  service, 

from  1st  to  SOth  day  of  April,  1841. 


NaoiM  of  ^tiOM 

against  whom  we  hove 

pronounced  Sentence, 

or  made  Order  for 

inflicting  any  Punish  men  t 

for  the  Non-performance 

of  Contract  or  Service. 


Mary  Ann,  Phoebe,  Ba- 
sheba,  and  Catherine. 

Tom  Gloud      •     •     . 


Joshua 


Adam  and  Sue  •    •     • 
Benjamin  Ralph    •     • 

Phffibe   •    •     «     «  .. 
Subella  •    .     •     •     • 

Ned 

Samuel  •    •      •     «     • 


Date  of  such 

'  Sentence  or 

Order. 


6th  April. 
13th  April 
13th  April 

20th  April 
27th  April 

26tkAprU 
26th  April 
27th  April 
27th  April 


Grounds 
•«  on  wbi^rh  ***i*h 
Sentence  or  Order 
proceeded. 


Neglect    of    duty 
as  labourers  un- 
*  dcr  contract. 
Breach  of  contract 


Absentbg  himself 
fipom  work  with- 
out leave. 

Neglect  of  duty  < 


Neglect  of  duty 

A  serious  offeoco  in 
iipproperly    using,  a 
valuable  horse  of  his 
master's. 
Breaehofcootvaet 


Breach  of  contract 


Breach  of  contract 


Knowingly  em- 
ploying labourers 
while  under  con- 
tract to  Matthew's 
Estate. 


Names  of  Persons 

whom  Information 

or  Instance  such* 

Sentence  or  Order 

was  made. 


Henry  Edw.  Gale 


John  Hudson 


James  Salmon 


George  S.  Bladen 


Captain  Burt,  R. 
Eng. 


John  Dun  Crane- 
toun. 

John  Dun  Crans- 
toun. 

Thomas  Tanner  . 


Thomas  Tanner  • 


Nature  and 

Amo^jnt  Qf  ttie 

TuniKhment 

awanled. 


Each  forfeit  six 
days*  wages,  and 
pay  office  fees. 

Forfeit  seven  days' 
wages,  and  pay 
office  fees. 

Committed  to  the 
House  of  Conec- 
tion  for  ten  days 
hard  labour. 

Forfeit  14  days* 
wages  and  pay 
office  fees  each. 

House  of  Correc- 
tion for  1  month 
hard  labour. 

Forfeit  six  days' 
wages,  and  pay 
fees. 

Forfeit  ten  days' 
wages,  and  pay 
fees. 

House  of  Correc- 
tion for  thirty 
days. 

Fined  £lO;  the 
penalty  fixed  by 
theAct,  and  which 
does  not  vest  the 
Magistrates  with 

.  any  discretionary 
power  to  mitigate 
the  sentence. 


(Signed) 


G.  Black,  J.  P. 

WiLUAM  Walker,  J.  P.  and  Stipendiary  Magistrate, 


Enclosure  4,  in  No.  2.  ... 

End.  4,  in  No.  2.  Names  of  Persons  who  have  entered.into  contracts  of  Services  in  the  Parish  pf  Saint  Mary, 

between  1st  January  and  3l8t,  1S41. 

Nil. 


Names  of  Persons  Convicted  in  the  Parish  of  Saint  Mary  under  Vagrant  Act,  from 

1st  January  to  31st,  1841. 

Nil. 
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Names  of  Persons  who  have  been  Punished  in  the  Parish  of  Saint  Mary  for  Non-Perfonnance  of  any       ANTIGUA. 
Contract  of  Services,  between  1st  and  Slst  January,  1841.  


Date. 

Names. 

OffiDcef. 

At  vboM  Instance. 

Nature  of  Punishment 

S8rd.  . 

Pwil    •     •     . 

Anthony    •     . 
John  Glasgow 

Bitach  of  contract    « 

Ditto  •     .     •      • 
Ditto  .     •     •      • 

William  Kelly     . 

Ditto  .     •      . 
Ditto  .     .      . 

Abate  3  days'  wages  to  estate, 

and  office  fee. 
Admonished  and  paying  office  fee. 

»f                  7  9                  »> 

Names  of  Persons  Convicted  in  the  Parish  of  Saint  Mary  under  Vagrant  Act, 
from  Ist  ta  28th  February,  1841. 


Nil 


(Signed) 


D.  Davey. 
L.  Grjbme. 


Names  of  Persons  who  have  been  Punished  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Mary,  for  NoB-performance  on  any 
Contract  of  Services,  between  1st  and  28th  February,  1841. 


Date. 

Names. 

Offences. 

At  whose  Instance. 

Natareof  ^uqisbment. 

«tfa  . 

James  Goodwin. 

Refusing  to  pay  wages 

Edward,  labourer 

Ordered  to  pay  Ss.  9d.,  and  fee 
remitted. 

9  > 

'    Ditto      .     . 

Ditto     •     .     .     . 

Susannah       •     • 

Ditto    .     Ss.     .     .    ditto. 

y  9 

Ditto      •     . 

Ditto      .... 

Sally  Dow     .     . 

Ditto    .     4s.6d.     .    ditto. 

>> 

Jane     •     • 

Breach  of  contract     • 

Samuel  Tuoker    . 

Ditto  .  twelve  days'  wages 
for  loss  of  services. 

11th  . 

Little  Samy     . 

Ditto      .... 

Ditto    •     .     • 

Fined  4«.  Sd.^  and  office  fees 
As.  6d. 

Names  of  Persons  who  have  entered  into  Contract  of  Services  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Mary,  between 

1st  and  20th  February,  1841. 


Nil. 


(Signed) 


D.  Davey. 
L.  Grjsme. 


Names  of  Ptavons  who  have  been  Punished  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Mary,  for  Non-performance  on  any 
Contract  of  Services,  between  Ist  and  Slst  March,  1841. 


Date. 

Names. 

Offences. 

At  whose  Instance. 

Nature  of  Punishment 

6th   . 

Will      .      .      . 

Breach  of  contract     . 

Kean  B.  Osbom  . 

Ordered  to  abate  7«.  6rf.  for 
five  days'  loss  of  time,  and 
office  fees. 

t  » 

Fanny .     .      . 

Ditto      .... 

Ditto    .     .      . 

Ordered  to  go  to  work  on  Mon* 
day  next,  or  to  quit  said  es- 
tate.    Fees  remitted. 

20th  . 

Thomas     .      . 

Ditto      .... 

Samuel  Tucker    . 

Ejected  from    estate   without 

fee. 
Ordered  to  balance  of  Is.  Sd. 

9  9 

Joseph  Hunter 

Ditto     .... 

Paul,  labourer 

to  labourer,  and  fee  remitted. 

9  9 

Paul     .     .      . 

Ditto      .... 

Joseph  Hunter    • 

Ordered  to  abate  St.  from  his 
wages.    Fee  remitted. 

9  9 

John  Spencer  . 

Ditto     .... 

Ditto    .      •     . 

Admonished  not  to  repeat  the 
offence.     Fee  remitted. 

9  9 

Mingo  .     . 

Ditto      .... 

Ditto    .     .      . 

Ditto                 ditto. 

9  9 

James  .      . 

Ditto      .... 

Ditto    .     .     . 

Ditto                 ditto. 

>> 

Hannibal   .      • 

Ditto      .... 

Ditto    .     .     . 

Ditto                 ditto. 

9  9 

George  Collins 

Ditto      .... 

Ditto    .     .     . 

Ditto                 ditto. 

9  9 

Gatty  .     .     . 

Ditto      .... 

Ditto    .     .     . 

Ditto                 ditto. 

9  9 

Ritta    .     .     . 

Ditto      .... 

Ditto    .      .     . 

Ditto                ditto. 

Names  of  Persons  who  have  entered  into  Contract  of  Services  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Mary,  between 

1st  and  Slst  March,  1841. 

Nil. 


Names  of  Persons  Convicted  in  the  Parish  of  Saint  Mary  under  Vagrant  Act,  from  1st  to 

31st  March,  1841. 

Nil. 

(Signed)  D.  Davey. 

L.  Grjbme. 
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14  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

ANTIGUA.        (N0.2OO  N<Ka 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieut.-Goveraor  Macphail,  Administering  the 
General  Government  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  to  Lord  John  Russell* 

Government  House,  Antigua,  August  26»  184L 

I  DO  myself  the  honour  cf  eDclosing  to  your  Lordship  herewith  the  Reports 
and  Returns  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates  in  this  Island  to  the^month  of  June  in- 
clusive. 


Enclosttre  1,  in  No.  3. 

Sir,  St.  John's,  Antigua,  July  24,  184L 

End.  1,  in  No.  3.  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  Excellency,  for  the  information  of  the  Right 

Honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  my  Keport  as  a  stipendiary  magistrate  of 
this  island,  for  the  months  of  May  and  June. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  Report,  have  been  furnished,  in  common  with  other  stipendiary 
magistrates,  with  an  additional  series  of  Heads  of  Enquiry,  circulated  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  to  which  our  attention  is  more  especially  to  be  directed  in  our  future  observations :  with 
the  exception  however  of  the  last,  the  subjects  of  these  have  always  occupied  a  prominent  place 
in  my  Reports,  and  probably  in  those  of  other  magistrates  under  this  Government,  having  beeu 
comprised  ia  a  aeries  of  ^ue^ons  circulated  lay  Sir  William  Colebrooke,  preparatory  to  Uie 
termination  of  the  apfiventiceship  in  1838.  1  advert  to  tliis  chiefly  as  explanatory  why  I 
shsdl  lie  unable  to  submit  en  the  present  occasioa  much  that  will  be  new,  or  that  will  vary  from 
the  statements  periodicaity  ftimished  cm  fimner  occasions.  It  may  nevertheless  be  useful,  and 
expedient  to  exhibit  a  brief  summary  of  the  in^ressioim  at  which  i  have  arrived  in  vespect  to 
the  particufeirs  adfrerted  to  in  the  recently  circulated  queries. 

His  Excellency  Major  John  Macphail, 
Lieutenant-Grovemor,  Administering  the  General  Government, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


FtrsL^^^enervLX  chctraeier  and  condition  of  the  peasantry ;  noticing  any  changes  observable^ 
since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship,  in  their  manners,  habits,  or  tastes,  in  the  rate  of 
mortality,,  or  in  the  nature  and  freqnenty  of  offences. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  apprenticeship  never  existed  here  as  an  intemiediate  or  transition  stage, 
from  slavery  to  freedom ;  and  not  barmg  resided  in  the  West  Indies  previeii«ly  ta  cmnncipnliBn,  I 
am  not  qualified,  from  personal  observation,  to  draw  a  contrast  between  the  past  and  present  condition 
and  character  of  the  peasantry;  fortunately,  however,  in  this  island  this  is  of  less  moment,  both 
because  the  system  of  management  during  slavery,  being  smh  as  fitted  the  labourers  in  a  peculiar 
manner  for  the  reception  at  once  of  unrestricted  freedom,  necessarily  infers  the  probability  of  a  Ins 
remarkable  change  being  produced  in  them  than  in  others,  and  because,  from  the  abundant  sources 
of  information  on  this  point  which  are  open,  and  the  facility  with  which  they  are  accessible,  but  little 
dlfiBculty  can  be  experienced  in  coming  to  a  correct  conclusion.  Perhaps  no  more  striking  proof  can 
be  adduced  of  the  ready  adaptation  of  the  labouring  population  of  Antigna  to  a  state  directly  the 
reverse  of  that  in  which  firom  birth  they  had  existed,  the  one  being  a  state  of  coercion,  the  other  com- 
paratively of  licence,  than  the  simple  fact  that,  in  one  moment,  30,000  slaves  became  free  without 
the  smallest  tendency  to  popular  outbreak — without  the  occurrence  of  any  indiridual  instance  of  tur- 
bulence or  outrage :  and  more  than  this,  that  seven  years  have  now  elapsed,  exhibidng  the  same 
tranquil  course  of  conduct  on  their  part  as  a  body,  while  the  safe  keeping  of  the  peace  of  the  country 
has  been  entrusted  to  a  police  force  of  24  men,  and  a  body  of  perhaps  of  250  rural  const* Ues  them- 
selves, in  nearly  every  instance  estates  labourers,  and  for  the  last  three  years  there  has  not  even  been 
a  single  company  of  militia  in  existence. 

Civilization,  however,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  is  with  them  but  in  progress  yet ;  and  it  ought  not 
therefore  to  surprise  us  if  the  debasing  effects  of  their  former  servile  condition  are  still  in  operation, 
to  prove  that  caution,  patience,  and  zealous  watehfuhiess,  are  as  now  necessary  on  the  part  of  all  who 
are  in  authority  over  them,  in  order  to  conduct  the  great  and  unparalleled  experiment  of  which  they 
were  the  chief  objects  to  a  successful  issue.  Nor  can  it  be  said  with  truth,  that  the  infiuenee  of  the 
relations  created  by  slavery  has  altogether  ceased,  or  has  been  effectually  eradicated  from  the  breasts 
of  those  who  then  exercised  almost  exclusive  power,  but  who  are  now  themselves  equally  subservient 
to  the  law  with  the  former  serfs.  Yet,  in  this  respect,  much  praise  is  justly  to  be  ascribed  to  the  class  of 
which  I  speak  ;  for  whatever  may  be  said  of  hidtvidnal  instances  to  the  contrary,  they  have  in  genetnl 
manifested  a  ready  and  cheerful  willingness  to  meet  and  fail  in  with  the  requirements  of  the  neir 
order  of  things,  not  less  consislenrwith  sound  policy  than  creditable  to  their  personal  feelings  of  jus- 
tice and  humanity. 

While  very  many  of  the  labourers  have,  in  the  period  which  has  elapsed  since  their  emancipation, 
exerted  themselves  in  the  most  praiseworthy  manner  to  improve  their  condition,  both  morally  and 
physically,  others  who  have  paid  equal  attention  to  (he  latter  branch  are  yet  addicted  to  the  besotted 
and  mischievous  superstitions  of  which  the  origin  is  to  be  traced  to  the  benighted  regions  of  Africa. 
It  is  scarcely  credible,  adverting  to  the  extent  and  general  success  of  the  exertions  of  the  ministers  of 
religion  of  all  the  denominations  existing  in  the  island,  that  the  practice  of  obeah  should  be  still  pre- 
valent ;  and  it  13  not  to  be  conceived,  except  by  actual  observation,  how  fearful  is  the  dread  inspired 
by  the  suspicion  or  belief  that  this  art  has  been  pat  in  operation  against  any  individual.    No 
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reasoning  however  sonnd,  no  ar^ments  bonrever  plain,  have  the  smallest  effect ;  and  unless  the        ANTIGUA* 

malific  influence  be  supposed  to  be  counteracted  by  similar  agency,  the  victim  pines  and  wastes  away,  — •^— 

a  prey  to  undefined  terror  and  exaggerated  apprehension.  60  serioos,  indeed,  have  been  the  dTects  of 

this  snpersCftkm,  that  fbrmerly  the  practisers  were  liable  to  the  puBiflimeiit  of  death,  m  Imr  open  to  so 

nMch  perversion,  and  so  futile  in  checking  the  evil  it  attempted  to  core,  that  it  is  matter  of  surprise 

it  fltoald  have  so  long  remaiaed  a  part  Si  the  West  Indian  codes.     As  in  England,  however,  with 

respect  to  witchcraft,  so  here  in  regard  to  obeah,  a  more  just  appreeiatton  of  tke  subject  at  length 

prevails,  and  the  detected  **  obeah  doctor'*  would  now  make  his  appearanoe  amongst  the  other  dasses 

of  **  ragnes  and  vagttbond^'  who  prey  on  the  eonimunity,  instead  of  earning  their  livelihood  by  bonest 

means.  The  subject  is  after  all  not  without  its  difficulties :  by  inflicting  the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law 

on  practisers  of  obeah,  those  subjected  to  the  influence  of  the  class  were  only  eonflrmed  in  their  belief 

that  supernatural  powers  were  really  possessed  by  them,  of  which  they  could  be  only  deprived  by 

death.    On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  easy  to  effect  the  detection  of  any  of  these  parties  under  the 

present  state  of  the  law,  for  the  terror  which  they  inspire  prevents  others  from  bearing  testimony  to 

their  arts,  dreading  the  consequences  of  their  revengelcrl  feeiiigs  when  released  from  confinement. 

E^icatioa  alone,  therefore,  would  seem  to  be  the  means  peculiarly  fitted  for  the  improvement  of  the 

negroes  in  this  as  in  many  other  respects. 

The  custom  of  **  waking**  Ute  dead,  is  another  apparent  relic  ef  ancient  auperstitioB  still  oommon, 
liiofigh  prohably  nsore  from  the  facilities  which  such  meetings  afford  to  intemperanoe  and  debauchery, 
than  from  any  associations  of  a  religious  character.  They  constitute  a  fniitful  source  of  quarrels  with 
their  usual  accompaniments,  and  are  the  constant  and  deserved  themes  of  reprobation  by  the  ministers 
of  the  Gospel  and  the  magistracy. 

I  have  had  occasion  heretofore  to  advert  to  the  common  habit  of  using  obscene  and  disgusting 
language  on  the  smallest  provocalion  or  excitement,  a  vice  not  confined  to  the  very  ignorant  or  noto- 
riously depraved,  but  which  is  but  too  often  also  heard  from  the  lips  of  those  boasting  of  the  posses- 
sion of  "  church  privileges."  There  is  also  a  prevalent  and  lamentable  disregard  of  truth,  and 
mutual  recriminations  on  this  point,  and  interchanged  accuaations  of  peijary,  which  scaivcAy  fail  lo 
maifc  every  day's  judicial  proceedings,  bat  too  painfully  attest  the  little  emi^dencc  whioh  they  repose 
in  each  other's  faith.  In  the  word  of  a  white  person,  however,  they  readily  truiA,  and  iAm  will  have  a 
natural  tendency  to  raise  the  -standard  of  veracity  amongst  themselves. 

Since  emancipation,  the  cause  ef  morality  and  dvilization  has  received  powerful  support  froos  the 
people  being  generally  led  to  form  fixed  connexions ;  but  this  has  been  nevertheless  subjected  to 
certain  drawbacks,  in  consequence  of  the  previously  degraded  state  of  the  female  sex,  which  unfitted 
them  for  a  right  perception  of  domestic  duties,  and  because  seme  who  had  duriiig  skurery  beea  anked 
by  a  religious  ceremony  by  the  ministers  of  the  Moravian  and  Wesleyaa  eoogregatioiia  found  on  the 
abro^ion  of  slavery,  that  such  a  tie  had  no  legal  force  er  binding  efficacy,  and  availed  themselves  of 
this  facility  to  form  other  connexions.  In  order,  however,  to  discourage  this  disreputable  eondaet  as 
mudi  as  possible,  the  ministers  of  the  Estabfi^ed  Church,  by  whom  alone  since  the  eanncipadon, 
marriages  could  be  legally  solemnized,  resolved  in  no  case  to  marry  to  another  party  either  a  man 
or  a  woman  who  had  been  previously  living  together  as  man  and  wife  under  ttie  sanctioB  above 
described.  In  the  nine  years  preceding  freedom,  die  whole  number  of  manriages  ef  slaves  eoUmmjed 
by  the  ministers  of  the  ESstablished  Church  did  not  exceed  1,150 ;  in  addition  to  ihese,  hoiaever,  weie 
those  unions  by  the  Moravian  and  Wesleyan  ministers,  which  became  legaUy  null  on  the  1st  of 
August,  1834.     Since  that  period,  the  whole  number  of  marriages  celebrated  is  as  under: — 


18S4. 

18S6. 

1836. 

1887.  • 

1SS8. 

1839. 

1840. 

202 

476 

329 

246 

316 

468 

554 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  contrast  this  table  with  the  numbers  for  the  six  preceding  years, 
namely — 

1828.      1S29.     18S0.      1831,     1832.     1833. 

29       27       46       44       56       89 

Of  these,  the  greater  part  are  estates'  labourers,  and  although  there  is  much  reason  to  fear  that  many 
have  entered  the  marriage  state  without  due  reflection,  and  that  many  prove  unfaithful  to  their  vows, 
there  are,  on  the  other  hand,  very  many  who  are  living  well  together,  and  by  the  consistency  of  whose 
example  it  may  be  anticipated  that  much  good  will  be  done  in  their  several  spheres.  Exclusion  from 
cburdi  privileges*  and  forfeiture  of  the  benefits  of  their  friendly  sodeties,  are  found  to  be  efficacious 
instruments  in  the  hands  of  the  clergy  for  repressing  a  tendency  to  irregular  habits. 

It  is  believed  by  those  competeat  to  form  an  opinion,  that  female  prostitution  has  not  increased 
since  emancipation ;  and  if  this  be  so,  it  may  be  fairly  assumed,  that  the  reverse  is  the  case.  I  am 
inclined  to  consider  that  this  statement  is  correct,  because  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  great  improvement 
has  taken  place  in  the  habits  and  morals  of  the  class  from  which  encouragement  to  such  a  vice  was 
BMSt  naturaiiy  to  be  expected. 

Attendaocaa  at  the  various  places  of  worship  on  the  part  of  the  people  in  general,  is  regular  and 
increasing:  but  it  is  not  so  much  from  this  habit,  as  from  the  daily  and  persevering  c Sorts  of  the 
ministers  of  religion  in  private,  that  effect  .upon  the  character  of  the  people  is  to  be  looked  for.  By 
far  the  larger  portion  of  the  labouring  population  are  members  of  the  Moravian  church. 

It  will  be  readily  concluded,  from  what  precedes,  that  excepting  petty  thefls,  abusive  language,  and 
assaults,  the  vices  and  failings  of  the  peasantry  or  labouring  classes,  are  not  of  a  description  to  which 
positive  laws  would  apply,  but  that  the  cure  or  aoaelioration  of  them  must  be  lefl  to  time,  and  to  the 
infiuence  of  those  unobtrusive  but  efficient  means^  of  which  the  diffusion  of  sound  religious  instruction 
and  the  gradual  acquisition  of  a  permanent  interest  in  the  soil,  are  perhaps  the  readiest  examples;  for 
by  them  the  character  of  the  people  cannot  fail  to  be  elevated  and  purified :  those  who  possess  pr^ 
perty  themselves,  will  learn  to  respect  that  of  others,  and  the  precepts  of  religion  when  understood 
and  cherished  as  the  guide  of  life,  will  of  necessity  teach  forbearance,  charity,  and  good-will. 

The  character  of  the  people  is  marked  by  an  absence  of  instances  of  great  crimes,  a  violation  of 
thoae  natural  and  primary  laws  which  are  implanted  in  the  human  breast  by  the  Deity,  and  operate 
as  it  were  instinctively  to  point  out  to  man  what  he  is  to  follow,  and  what  to  avoid.  Cases  distin- 
guished by  aggravated  violence,  are  for  the  most  pari  traceable  to  the  immediate  impulse  of  passion, 
rather  than  to  the  dictates  of  deliberate  revenge;  and  it  may  be  worth  while  to  observe  particularly, 
that  infanticide  never  was  prevalent  here,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  nO  instance  of  it  whatever  has 
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ANTIGUA.        occurred  for  many  years.    Jo  the  time  of  slavery,  indeed,  the  circumstances  must  have  been  other* 

wise :  I  have  traced  in  the  records,  and  have  been  told  of  cases  of  murder  by  open  assault  or  by  secret 

poisonings,  of  arson,  and  of  highway  robbery,  but  such  are  now  not  to  be  found  in  the  calendar  of  con- 
victions. Yet  there  was  lately  one  instance  of  an  attempt  to  poison  an  overseer,  by  a  labourer,  which 
failed  of  such  an  issue  from  defectiveness  of  legal  proof,  rather  than  from  any  room  for  doubt  as  to  the 
prisoner's  guilt  That  great  advantage  has  been  derived  to  the  community  in  respect  of  the  dimimi- 
tion  of  grave  offences  firom  emancipation,  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt,  since  the  relation  between 
master  and  slave  of  necessity  furnished  the  latter  with  ample  time  for  nourishing  his  revenge,  what* 
ever  might  have  been  the  origin,  as  well  as  the  most  available  opportunities  for  giving  it  effect  Oa 
the  contrary,  if  from  any  cause  dislike  accrues  between  the  servant  and  his  employer,  separation  it 
easv ;  the  one  selects  another  labourer  or  domestic,  the  other  seeks  a  new  master,  and  the  source  of 
diflerence  is  forgotten. 

The  peasantry  are  not  addicted  ^to  intemperance :  they  appear  to  me  to  be  an  astute  as  well  as 
sensitive  race  :  they  manifest  the  possession  of  the  former  quality  in  their  dealings  with,  each  other 
as  with  their  employers,  and  they  generally  refuse  to  enter  into  a  bargain,  however  appaiently  attrac- 
tive, if  they  are  in  any  doubt  as  to  its  turning  out  profitably ;  while  on  the  other  hand,  they  are  not  a 
little  indignant  if  they  find  that  they  have  miscalculated  the  result  and  yet  may  be  compelled  to  per- 
form their  contract.  In  most  of  such  cases  however  which  have  come  before  me  and  my  colieagae, 
they  have  given  way  to  our  remonstrances  and  reasonings,  and  instead  of  suffering  the  punishment 
which  awaited  them  for  a  breach  of  their  engagenient,  they  have  consented  to  fulfil  it^  because  we 
advised  them  to  do  so.  It  is  perhaps  not  very  wise  of  parties  to  insist  on  pushing  matters  to  this 
extremity  with  their  labourers,  for  although  they  may  be  once  so  caught  in  the  meshes  of  the  law,  it 
would  not  be  easy  to  induce  them  to  ran  a  similar  risk  with  the  same  employer.  They  manifest  also 
generally  all  tho  deference  which  can  be  fairly  expected  towards  their  superiors,  but  they  attach  great 
value  to  the  exhibition  of  proper  feelings  towards  themselves :  for  my  own  part  I  have  always  found 
them,  speaking  of  course  of  the  mass,  and  particularly  of  the  peasantry,  respectful  and  obliging,  and 
I  have  heard  others  remark  on  their  superiority  in  these  respects  to  the  same  grade  of  the  community 
in  other  islands.  There  is  also  a  visible  difference  between  their  manner  and  that  of  the  majority  of 
labourers  in  town,  who  with  a  certain  degree  of  independence  in  their  position,  acquire  the  habits 
common  to  their  class,  appearing  careless  to  please,  and  impatient  of  control ;  any  furUier  remarks  on 
the  habits  and  tastes  of  the  peasantry,  will  be  perhaps  more  appropriately  reserved  for  the  answer  to 
the  sixth  query. 

With  respect  to  the  rate  of  mortality,  nothing  can  be  offered  that  will  be  at  all  satisfactory,  because 
no  census  has  been  taken  since  1821,  and  because  although  the  Registers  of  Burials  have  been  doubt- 
less kept  for  some  years  past  with  all  the  accuracy  attainable  by  the  respective  ministers,  yet  local 
circumstances  as  well  as  former  habits  render  it  probable  that  burials  both  of  in&nts  and  of  aged 
persons  have  taken  place,  which  have  not  come  to  their  knowledge,  so  that  no  deduction  entitled  to 
entire  confidence  can  be  drawn  firom  the  data  in  my  possession.  Neither  is  there  any  uniformity  of 
opinion  as  to  the  increase  or  diminution  of  the  population  since  1834,  the  most  opposite  views  being 
entertained  on  this  subject  I  subjoin,  however,  a  Table  of  Burials  from  1887  to  1840  inclusive, 
extracted  from  the  Blue  Books  of  those  years,  and  which  comprehends  the  Returns  of  the  Moravians 
and  Wesleyans,  as  well  as  of  the  Church  of  England  : — 

1837.  1838.  1889.  1840. 


823 


683 


759 


931 


It  may  be  proper  to  observe  that,  in  1837  and  1839,  yellow  fever  prevailed  in  the  island,  but  less  so  in 
the  latter  than  in  the  former  year. 

On  the  head  of  increase  or  diminution  of  offences,  it  might  be  sufficient  to  state  what  has  been 
repeatedly  advanced  on  former  occasions,  and  what  I  have  always  heard  consistently  maintained  by 
those  qualified  to  give  an  opinion,  that  they  have  really  decreased  since  emancipation,  although  from 
the  abolition  of  all  domestic  jurisdiction,  if  such  a  term  may  be  permitted,  and  the  consequent  bringing 
under  the  notice  of  the  magistrates  every  offence,  however  trifling,  it  might  be  supposed  that  the 
reverse  was  the  case.  On  the  1st  of  July,  there  were  in  the  House  of  Correction  altogether  53  pri- 
soners, including  those  under  sentence  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  and  those  committed  under 
summary  jurisdiction.  Of  this  number  27  were  for  breaches  of  contract,  for  malicious  injuries  to  pro- 
perty, and  for  vagrancy.  As  this  date  immediately  followed  the  Court  of  Sessions  lor  June,  a  more 
favourable  period  might  have  been  selected  to  illustrate  this  position,  but  this  will  sufficiently  prove 
that  neither  the  proportion  nor  nature  of  offences  are  very  serious,  when  the  population  of  the  island^ 
at  the  lowest  estimate,  is  rated  at  30,000,  and  is  probably  much  more. 

I  beg  to  insert  in  this  place  my  usual  abstract  of  offences  heard  at  the  English  Harbour  police 
station,  before  Mr.  Justice  Black  and  myself,  for  the  months  of  May  and  June,  remarking  at  the  same 
time  that  I  have  also  attended  at  Buckley's,  as  occasion  might  require. 


May. 

June. 

Contract  Act     •••••• 

Police  Act 

Felony  (committed  for  trial)    .... 

Assault  and  Battery      •           •            .           .           . 
Trespass,  (XIV.  clause)           .           .           .           . 

Mutiny  Act       •.,.•• 
Malicious  Injury  to  Property  (XII.  and  XV.  clauses) 
Cattle  Trespass 
Vagrancy          ...... 

Bound  over  to  keep  the  Peace  . 

Convict 
3 
10 
1 
9 
2 
2 

b 

.  • 

Dismiss. 

6 
15 

1 

8 

5 

0 
•  • 

1 

. . 
0 

Total. 

9 
25 

2 
12 

7 

2 

•  • 

1 

•  • 
1 

59 

Gonrict 
8 
5 
8 

8 
2 

• « 
2 

*i 

0 

Dismiss. 
11 
16 

0 

8 

1 
. . 

0 
•  • 

0 

0 

Total. 
19 
21 

8 
11 

8 
• . 

2 

•  • 
1 

3 

68 

Average  of  these  two  months  61,  being  rather  less  than  that  of  the  corresponding  months  last  year. 
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I  also  fmriunA  hera^iHlh  th«  umiftl  replies  to  the  f<nir  qaeries  dreulated  by  Lord  OIene1g«  and  which        ANTIGUA:. 

will  Buffidentiy  fllnstrate  tbe-nattne  of  tiie  oomplaints  under  the  Acts  for  regulating  contracts  between  

employeiB  and  kboorers. 

I  do  not  know  l)iat  the  condition  of  the  peasantry  conld  be  in  any  essential  respect  better  than  it  is« 
ifweezeejf^tlieunoertaiii  tennre  on  which  the  estatesMaboarers  hold  their  domiciles,  but  this  it  an  evil 
rapidly  giving  v^y  before  the  force  of  circumstances.  The  day's  work'is  calculated  at  nine  hours^  and 
they  have  on  some  estates  one  day  in  the  week,  on  others  one  in  the  fortnight,  besides  Sunday,  for. 
their  own  use;  ^bo^gh  not  granted  to  them  by  law,  and  if  tbey  prefer  working  for  hire  on  that  day, 
extra  pay  it  granted  to  them.  They  have  residence,  with  ground  for  cultivation,  medical  attendance 
of  the  highest  character,  the  privilege  of  collecting  grass,  and,  in  many  cases,  brushwood,  and  of 
graiihering  fntit  on  those  estates  which  pbssess  any  trees ;  also  vf  rearing  feathered  stodc,  swhie  and 
sheep,  and  also  goats  to  any  extent,  all  without  reference  to  the  rate  of  daily  wfiges,  so'that  calculating 
the  average  daily  vrages  of  an  adult  labourer  at  only  nine*pence  sterling,  (and  as  they  are  open  to 
empfoyment  by  the  job,  they  can  earn  much  more  in  the  same  tiin«)>  ^^d  supposing  him  to  woric  five 
days  in  the  week,  the  annual  earnings  of  an  able-bodied  family,  consisting  of  a  husband,  wife,  and  two 
children  capable  of  taking  the  share  usually  alfotted  to  their  class,  cannot  be  fairly  estiniated  at  less 
than  My  pounds  sterling  per  annum,  and  as  they  pay  neither  rent  nor  taxes,  and  in  case  of  sickness 
or  accident,  may  have,  and  certainly  ought  to  have,  the  Friendly  Society  to  fkll  back  upon  their  phy- 
sical condition  eannot  be  pronounced  other  than  satisfactory,  and  such  as  must  have  a  tendency  to 
increase  populatfon.  The  subjoined  memorandiun  of  the  prices  usually  paid  for  articles  brought  by 
the  peasantry  to  the  town  markets  for  sale  may  not  be  without  use ;  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the 
prices  msked  are  often  higher. 

s.    d,  s.     d, 

sterling. 


s.    d. 

8. 

d. 

Turkeyst  eaeh 

• 

• 

6    0 

to 

12 

0 

Ducks,  eaeh 

•           • 

• 

2    9 

to 

3 

0 

Fowls  (Capons),  each 

. 

• 

2     0 

to 

2 

6 

Small  Chickens,  each 

•           • 

• 

1     0 

to 

1 

6 

Guinea  Birds,  each 

• 

• 

2     8 

to 

3 

0 

l^gg^y  e%bt  or  nine  for     . 

•           • 

• 

I     0 

Milk,  per  quart     . 

• 

• 

0     5 

Chrass,  per  bundle,  no  fixed 

weight 
To  which  may 

• 

be  added 

0     3 

to 

0 

& 

Beef  and  Pdrk  (oative)  per 

lb.    . 

• 

0     8 

American  Beef 

>f        •           • 

, 

0  11 

Mutton  (native) 

M                •                       • 

• 

0  11 

to 

1 

0 

Fish 

>»                • 

• 

0     5 

Second, — Relations  between  the  peasantry  and  the  proprietors,  adverting  especially  to  the 

condition  of  tenancy  on  estates,  to  the  progress  of  the  laboiuers  in  establishing  themselves 

as  freeholders,,  to  the  rising  up  of  new  hamlets  and  villages,  and  the  effect  which  these 

changes  are  supposed  to  have  upon  the  supply  of  labour  for  the  cultivation  of  the  staple 

produce  of  the  colony. 

There  has  been  lately  introduced  on  one  or  two  estates  within  my  district  a  system  of  renting  out 

the  cottages  to  labourers,  allowing  them  of  course  to  work  where  they  please,  and  by  a  sort  of  tacit 

understanding  waiving  in  such  cases  the  operation  of  the  Contract  Act  altogether,  although  paying 

them  weekly  when  working  on  the  estate  at  a  specified  rate  of  daily  wages.     Such  a  tenancy  is  clearly 

not  summarily  determinable  by  the  mere  will  of  the  landlord ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  the  latter  has 

no  remedy  against  a  tenant  in  arrear,  except  by  seizing  his  furniture.    I  do  not  think,  therefore,  that 

such  a  system  will  be  ultimately  found  beneficial  to  either  party:  it  does  not  possess  the  indisputable 

feature  of  conferring  on  the  labourer  a  fixed  interest  in  the  soi^  affording  the  most  powerful  incentive 

to  industry,  respect  for  the  laws,  and  keeping  families  together  in  the  place  of  their  birth. 

New  villages  are  rising  up  in  every  direction :  it  is  found  to  be  by  far  the  most  eligible  mode  of 
disposing  of  the  less  fertile  portions  of  estates,  which,  by  being  cultivated  in  small  portions  and  by 
spade  (or  rather  by  hoe),  husbandry  may  thus  yield  more  profitable  returns  than  otherwise.  The 
nouses  building  on  these  locations  are  of  a  very  superior  descr^)tion,  being  generally  built  of  stone 
and  shingled,  much  improving  the  general  appearance  of  the  country.  These  communities  being 
chiefly  composed  of  labourers,  it  is  obvioUs  that  according  to  the  strict  legal  definition  of  the  term 
they  are  acquiring  freeholds  to  a  large  extent;  but  the  rights  attached  to  that  character  being  limited 
in  this  island  by  statute  to  the  possession  of  ten  acres  of  land,  or  a  rental  of  £20  per  annum,  and 
by  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  as  regards  the  possession  of  the  elective  franchise,  still 
further  in  towns,  to  the  possession  of  a  building  measuring  thirty  feet  by  fifteen,  they  have  no  influence 
as  freeholders  in  the  community.  Most  of  these  persons  continue  to  work  on  the  estates,  either  as 
artisans  or  field  labourers,  and  many  become  possessed  of  a  horse  and  cart,  which  they  let  on  hire 
as  carriers,  eir  tor  any  other  service  onerrag  suitaUe  returns.  These  changes  have  probably  anected  ' 
the  nature  rather  than  the  quantity  of  labour  supplied  for  the  cultivation  of  the  staple  products  of 
the  colony.  It  is  obvious  that  in  proportion  as  the  job  or  task  work  system  prevails,  there  will  be  a 
less  continuous  and  sustained  system  (d  labour  aflbrded ;  because  such  persons  as  undertake  these 
tasks  will  confine  themselves  to  those  which  yield  the  krgest  profit :  hence  certain  descriptions  of 
work  will  be  less  regularly  performed;  and  so  far  as  I  am  enabled  to  judge,  this  seems  to  be  the 
principal  ground  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  employers.  Without  a  certain  number  of  contract 
labourers,  who  are  liable  to  do  any  work  whatever  upon  the  estate,  either  by  daily  pay  or  by  job, 
whk:h  is  generally  left  to  their  option,  it  would  be  difficult  to  get  some  indispensable  operations 
performed,  except  at  a  rate  of  remuneration  entirely  disproportionate  to  the  quantity  of  labour  applied. 
This  no  doubt  creates  an  unsatisfied  feeling  in  the  minds  of  the  estates*  labourers^  who  are  obliged  - 
to  take  whatever  is  apportioned  to  them,  whether  it  yield  a  gpreater  or  a  lesser  amount  of  remuneration. 
But  it  must  eventually  work  its  own  cure;  for  the  peasantry  will  not  be  slow  to  learn  that  one 
description  of  work  is  as  indispensable  as  the  other,  and  that  wages  depend  not  merely  on  the  amount 
of  work  done,  but  upon  the  rate  of  profit  derived  by  the  owner  of  the  soil  from  the  produce  of  that 
work,  and  upon  the  degree  of  competition  which  may  exist  in  the  market  for  employment. 

'  l!%i^d—^evr  institutions,  siich  as  churches,  schools,  savings'  banks,  benefit  societies, 
&c.,  &c. 
The  augmented  attendance  of  the  people  at  the  several  places  of  worship,  to  which  they  are  respec- 
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i^CnCVA.        ^^7  attached;  has  rendered  it  Aeeesnry  i»  uakB  tiwaxomiM  tSaHMiSn  tbeir  wfneiainHattoo,    Atnew 
^— —  ohapel  has  been  erected  kr  the  eeatral  part  tif  the  iiliiiidi«n  Abe  bonada  of  four  paaihei,  to  «hicfaift^ 

separate  ecclesiastical  district  has  been  assigned^  and  which  has  been  libcraUy*  endoiwed  by  the 
Legisbtore.  A  ne^  dkurch  ie  fredmg  at  ^riieiR/fiirAbe  p>rM;inf:fit.f  Peter,  .anpewatended. by  jm 
architect-  engaged  tin  Englaiid  ibr >  the  iporpoae.  'The:  paiiah  ehomtijef  St  JMmi.  hes  ^bten  feceatly 
enlarged  by  means  of  addkkmal  gdlnitSyAnd  one  of  ihe  dbpeU'Of^eaeeMftbeitllo^eeeifreeQne 
oonsiderable  extension. 

Ihe  Wesleyan  Methodist  •Mmonary-^Seciety  heve  ^eradad  in  Ae  .'Aovn  «f  fit  Jfihat:4|,pWo,  hut 
■eat  and  substaBtiad  edifiee'as  aebapel,<wht<di  is  of  gMSt^extant^iancLeapableef  bolduig.»ra$t  nunber 
of  pevBona. 

-The  MoravSartChuth  hmye  bttih  ajieat,  and^eFea  el^gaat  edi6ee»4itiBQ.gieaft  djatmet  iromlbB 
district  ohapel  gbeve  noticed,  in  Iheeenlfie  of  ^island  ;HaSdefioihir«ftihe  nQtthefn4lietcict. 

Schools  are  attached  to  the  <irfaBie  ^of  .^eee  getabliilimen^i ;  bemdee  nvhioh  are 'many  otben  ail 
o?er  the  i6lMid;buti  have  merely. adverted  in  4bis  plaee'ioeooltTae*^ve.beenffeeantlyfonnd  tagmwite. 
The  total  oranber  4)f  sobools  in  the  isfauid,tBdiaife  .of  finnday-ediotibr  «nay.be  eatm^^  at  upiwaeds 
of  nxty,  -«4iiGh  are  attended  by  more  than  five  ihonwad  ehiiwiu 

A  boilding  is'  erecting.  <m  the  rising  'geemid,  wagiediBlcly  i/tof  tlift4*enetwaid  aiSLMui^  for  .a 
PreB)>yteriiLn  ohnroh.  Itis  ndtoMbtng  nfid  pvogreas;  <aadit4a9:Ibdie«e«iq[uke>«aeertain  at^preseirt 
in  what  manner  the  ftmds  necessary  ibr  lits  endownsntiaie'tobe  peoiided, 'when  the  building  itsdif 
shall  have  been  oompteted. 

Each  of  the  religioas  bodies  estabiished  in  the  iaftand  haveiaae  or.  mote '  Friendly  Societies  m 
connexion  with  it,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  respective  ministeta.  Tb^yare  of^great  and 
essential  service  to  those  who  have  been  made  sufiiciently  alive  to  their  advantages  to  become 
members ;  bnt  it  k  mudh  to  be  desired  that  their  benefits  should  be  still  more  extensively  appreciated, 
and  that  the  system  should  be  aided  in  its  operations  by  a  Savings'  Bank,  awder  Ihe  authority  of 
legislative  enactment,  providing  for  the  due  responsibility  of  its  managament.  There  beii|g  no  poor 
law  in  this  island,  defining  the  classes  entitled  to  relief,  or  prescribing  the  BUUHMrui  which  it  shall  be 
administered,  or  the  amount  to  'which  it  shall  be  limited,  is  it  obvious,  that  with  the .  increasing 
prevalence  of  what  is  termed  independent  location,  there  might  betn  Aimeaof  aaudden  reverse  (^ 
prosperity,  as  firom  continued  drought,  or  the  wiUidrawal,  from  any  cause^  of  capital  from  i agricultural 
pursuits,  a  corresponding  increase  of  the  public  burthens,  or,  at  all  e«eiits«  of  individual  distffss,  unless 
such  persons  were  enabled  to  fall  bade  upon  their  previoas  earnings  for  support  while  awaiting  a 
*  favorable  change  of  circumstances,  or  preparing  to  adopt  aonie<ioihareonsseiOf  life*     Itis  right  to 

remark  in  this  place,  that,  by  the  Emancipation  Act,  the  slaves,  who,  on  the  1st  of  August,'  1834,  were 
incapable  of  earning  their  own  existence  were  made  chargeable  to  the  estatei^iafid  that  those  who 
have  become  infirm  or  destitute  since  that  period  have  been  considered  entitled  to  parochial  relief. 

The  admirable  institution  in  St.  John's,  originally  established  to  afford  a  daily  meal  to  a  few  poor 
persons  residing  in  ^e  neighbonrhodd,  but  wiiich  has  extended  its  plan  and  accommodations  until  it 
has  become  the  infirmary,  alms-houses,  and  lazaretto  Ibr  the  poor  of  the  whole  island,  in  addition  to 
its  primary  and  more  confined  object,  continues  to  flourish  under  the  zealous  and  ardent  care  of  the 
excellent  and  estimable  rector  Of  the  parish.  Strangers  have  never  been  refused  the  benefit  of  admis- 
sion to  this  asylum  when  their  necessities  have  required  its  aid ;  and  it  is,  I  believe,  in  contemplation 
to  erect,  if  possible,  a  ward  for  the  exctusive  reception  of  sick  and  destttnte  seamen  and  tHhers  wh(^ 
may  temporarily  be  left  without  resources  in  the  island.  The  paroehial  poor  placed  in  *  this  asylum 
are  maintained  by  a  weekly  payment  firom  their  respective  parishes,  and  seamen,  if  belonging  to  any 
vessel  consigned  to  the  port,  are  paid  for  by  the  representative  of  the  owners.  The  deficieney  is  made 
up  by  voluntary  subscriptions,  which  have  been  sustained  and  increased  with  an  alacrity  highly  cre- 
ditable to  the  community,  besides  many  valuable  donatkms  from  parties  resident  in  Great  Britain,  and 
the  building  expenses  have  been,  to  a  great  extent,  defirayed,  as  the  site  was  granted  by  the  loeal 
legislature. 

An  attempt  has  been  recently  made  to  establish  an  asyhim  for  femtde  orphan  children,  bnt  I  fear  it 
has  not  hitherto  met  with  the  success  its  benevolent  promoters  antidpated,  more  in  consequence  of  a 
disinclination  on  the  part  of  its  contemplated  objects  to  avail  themselves  of  its  benefits  than  from  any 
deficiency  of  means.  An  institution  of  this  nature,  exehisivdy  in  connexion  wKh  the  Wesleyan  Metho* 
dist  Society,  has  been  for  some  years  in  existence. 

Fourth. — State  and  prospects  of  cultivation,  untieing  the  s^ppiy  of  labour  and  the  rate  of  wages : 
the  produce  of  the  last  crop  and  the  promise  of  the  next--Hhe  weather,  &c. 

The  state  of  cnltivation  is,  I  apprehend,  as  satisfactory  as  could  be  fahrly  anticipated,  though  many 
proprietors  or  managers,  of  course,  complain  of  the  insufficient  quantity  or  defective  quality  of  the 
work  rendered  by  their  labours;  but  agricuHurists  all  over  the^eorid,  and  in  all  times,  are  notoriously 
difficult  to  be  pleased.  I  believe  that  as  much,  nay,  more  land,  is  opened  for  the  cnltivation  of  the 
staple  product  now,  as  was  the  case  in  time  of  slavery,  and  will  continue  to  be  so,  as  kmg  as  the  ci^n- 
tal  employed  meets  with  an  adequate  return.  It  cannot,  I  thiilik,  be  asserted,  that  crops  are  not  taken 
off  owing  to  a  deficiency  of  labour,  for  it  is  always  to  be  had,  if  a  proportionate  price  can  be  given  for 
it«  It  is  commonly  insisled  on  that  there  is  an  ample  sto6k  of  labourers  in  the  island  for  all  its  wairts ; 
and  in  a  certain  sense  this  is  undonbtedly  true :  bnt  inasmuch  as  no  species  of  labour  can  be  compul- 
sory, it  depends  upon  the  inclination  of  the  individual  whether  he 'Will  or  w^l  not  apply  himself  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  staples.  Hence  there  is  a  competition  for  labour  instead  of  a  competition  for  em- 
ployment, and  the  price  of  labour  has  consequently  advanced  about  50  per  cent,  on  the  average.  Not- 
withstanding this,  however,  looking  at  the  dead  weight  from  which  the  planter  was  retieved  by  ^ 
abolition  ofslavery,  and  that,  if  he  pays  higher  wages,  he  employs  fewer  people  than  he  was  then 
burthcned  with,  there  is  no  doubt  that  estates  arc  conducted  at  much  less  expense,  and  certainly  vrith 
less  trouble  than  under  the  old  system. 

The  introduction  of  so  great  a  change  in  the  social  economy  of  the  working  classes,  as  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  estates'  cottages,  or  at  any  late  occupying  them  only  on  the  conation  of  rent,  will  of 
necessity  lend  to  keep  up  the  rate  of  wages,  for  rent  is  an  item  of  expenditure  hitherto  unknown  to  the 
labourer,  and  the  principle  has  been  fully  recognised  in  the  practice  of  paying  jobbers  at  a  higher  rate 
than  resident  labourers.  On  the  other  hand,  it  becomes  a  question  of  deep  moment,  how  fiir  the 
profits  of  sugar  cultivation  will  support  an  uniform  Vise  in  the  rate  of  wages.  It  may  be  urged,  as  it 
has  often  been,  that  this  rate  is  not  too  high :  certainiy  it  is  not,  and  every  well-wisher  to  the  country 
would  gladly  see  it  doubled,  if  based  upon  the  corresponding  profits  of  the  owner  of  the  soil.  But  it 
must  not  be  ibrgotten  that,  in  this  island  at  least,  the  returns  of  the  production  of  sugar,  although 
enormous  as  compared  with  the  profits  on  other  species  of  cultivation  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  if 
we  except  rice,  opium,  and  perhaps  a  very  few  others,  are  unstable  and  fluctuating.    A  good  crop  may 
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b^'yielded'Whmi  themapkef  is dipwgfl4»  aadv  on  tiM^Mtntvy, high. pimi  nay  be  quoted  wkeu  the 
planter  can  bM  gem  Wk  iiior««inpty  hogslMada  tluiii«6dl  oms. 

If  $9  not  etsy,  eSMt'Sn  fact  I  ant  qiutt  uinibki*t9  give- a. detailed  aeeoont  of  the  expense  of  ghmiog; 
asd  inamtftet«riiig>ti  hogehead  of  et^ivv'^iUs  pe«il)ly^rmoik  every- difierentestal^  in  the  islaiic^ 
and  eren  on  the  same  estate  in  suceessive  years;  but  from  data  to  whidi  1  have  haiitaoeess^  and  ob 
HfkUSti,  flnM)  the  eblmefer%iid  poekfovof  Ite^ndlir^^  mkmm  thej  wsie  fuvushed,  I, can  place 
every  reliance,  it  is  satisAwtorily-show*,  t]uil>  under  the  present  eyslnn  of  plosiatioii  management,  and 
if9th  the  il^esent  )rati»  of  wages,  the  Id w  tiiUoi«ites»-priee-^i4»ck  sngav  oogkt  to  bdng,  per  owt^  io  remu- 
nonite  the  piaat»r,  i»^l#.  6djnmlkuf^  wiueh  mmf  'be.  tiiMi^Ufided,  24i.  aimikng  for  duty,  7$.  6di.  foe. 
fteiglitv  commission,  insomaee!^  anti'otlMBr  cfaisges,  leamgdOt.  slerting'for  the  pcodaoer,  to' yield  fats 
profit  and  ce^feriiis  etpendilwe.'  If  themlbre  wages  aw  tabe  roamtakwd  at  their  ezisliBgrleycl;,  m  ikft> 
face  of  thk conspetilioa  to W%Mi<tlio BMiADWeslIttdivplaatev ianow exposed^ it  weuid  eeem  that  oner 
of  tw6  IhingB  mitstf  be  efibeted,  either  the  hone'dslg^  wmmt  be  rednoed,  or  asme  other  raoie  economical 
metlkod  of  cnllJivatitig  end  tuasmliistmiuy  the  staples  Must  be  had  rsoomae  to,  otherwise  the  lets  pre<<^ 
dUctive sbiii^  wflTftM  begftttniipf aad'thea  thoos estates  wfanfa are  enonmbefed imth heavy obHgatioBS,- 
and  of  which  the  proprietors  haive  &D'eoBinKUul'Of  eapHal^  wii  be  withdnnnL>  altogether  fwm:  siigw 
cultivation,  learrog-onfy  tJh^unewBMnbetedeadtweahliy  csfiitalist  to.  carry  on  the  production'. oC  the^ 
fldtaples  by  means  of  a  monopoiy  of  labourv*  whieb  his  wnfttisgtd  sseaas  enables  bisui  to  secnm. 

A  new  f^tnre  iti  the  rami  teouowy  of  thr  csantfy  as  beeoniiBg  weil  worthy  of  notice,  namely,  that 
patches  of  cane  are  grown  in  the  whole  to  a  gresit  exteat^  by  thehalders  of  small  aHotraents,  in  other 
words,  by  the  mMhtuiies  and  IdbiMDrers^ho  •bsrve  quitted  their  reskJences  on  estates  to  dwdl  on  their 
own  land,  rbefieve  that  hHherto  this  prodostr  is  chkiy  disposed  of  by  sale  ui>  the .  market  It  ia 
possible  that  some  may  be  soh)  for  griodhig  to*  the  neighboaring  eelates^  bc^  I  am  not  aware  of  the 
fact  EventuaTlyhoweTer  this  may  be  fomd'ths'inore  profitable  apprepriation  of  it,  but  it  is  not  to- 
be  supposed  that  such  a  plan- wmdd  bo  nhhoately  beaeficiaL  to  the  small  occiqpier,  beeanae  having  no 
extent  of  land  to  enable  him  ^O' allow  one  part  to  lie  fallow  while  another  is  in  crop,  and  being,  uaae* 
customed  in  general  to  appreciate  the  vakie  of  ■wmre  or  other  dressing;  he  must  either  relimpiish 
cane  planUng,  or  speedily  exhaust  the  soil.  If  the  villagers  were  instructed  and  enabled  to  adopt  a 
proper  system  of  cirltSVatiOn,  I  iMmk  it  not  unlihely  that  a.  large  addition  might  be  made  to  the  qoati- 
uty  of  produce  annually  yielded^  beeaass'it  doeo  not  seees  to*  be  any  aove  necessary  that  every  na« 
who  grows  a  few  acres  of  canes  showtd  ataO'HnaafactBre  sugar,  than  that  every  farmer  mast  be  hio 
own  miller.  « 

Besides  canes,  I  fUKre  obaeind  larger qaaatitiea  I  think  than  oeaal  of  Indian. com  and  asn^HKiot; 
in  the  grounds  of  the  viHagers,  also  yaass,  sweet  potatoes^  eddoes,  &c  &c  &&  Tona  les  aoois  has 
been  also  introduced,  but  not  as  yet  cnkhated  to  any  great  exUnt 

As  a  further  illustration  of  the  uncertainty  of  sugar  cultivation,  it  may  be  observed,  relying  on  the 
same  authority  as  before,  that  the  diflhreaee  betweenthe  combined  effect  of  a  good  crop  with  good 
prices  on  the  one  hand,  and  a  bad  crop:  and  bad  priees  on  the  other^  is  almost  incredible:  in  the 
former  case,  an  estate  of  the  average  extent  in*  dds  Island  may  clear  the  proprietor  from  4000/.  to 
^000/.  sterling;  in  the  latter,  it  may  briBg>  him  in  debt  from  lOOOi.  ta 2000^  sterling:.  Hence  the 
difficulty  of  appTymg'  general  mles  of  judgment  to  sach  a  peculiar  state  of  things. 
'  That  the  vahie  of  landed  property  in  Slis  island  has  not  deteriorated  since  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
is  generally  admitted.  An  estate  of  368tK:FBS  was  recently  sold  at  the  reputed  sum  of  I5,000t  ster- 
ling, to  a  gentleman  already  largely  interested  in  the  soil,  and  it  was  coasklered  a  very  low  price.  It 
is  quite  possible  that  it  may  refund  him  the  purchase  money  in.  fae  yws,  allowing  one  bod  seasoa 
to  intervene. 

It  is  out  of  the  question  at  this  moment  to  oiet  any  qpimon  in  regard  to  the  fiivoorable  results  of 
the  ensuing,  crop.  This  is  in  fact  the  most  critical  ooeasioo  for  the  plnter,  and  the  island  tbroaghoot 
its  extent  requires  abundant  and  heavy  rains.  Fortunately  showen  have  been  frequent,  and  have 
prevented  the  plants  from  becomrag  abeohitely  parched^  but  as  yet  the  crop  is  by  no  meana  sale* 
The  weather  has  been  for  many  montha  hot  and  dry ;  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  remarkably  so-, 
and  the  deficiency  of  rain  last  year  tsaused- the  erop  which-  has  been  just  taken  off  to- fall  much  below 
what  was  anticipated.  The  subjoined  Return  of  Exports  of  the  staples  of  the  idand,  with  their 
declared  values,  since  the  yeer-1886,  wfll  sufficiently  prave  that  there  cannot  have  been,  any  withhoUU 
ing  of  labour  to  affisct  the  results  of  cultivation  :^- 
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Year. 

Sugar. 

Molasses. 

Rdm. 

AiTOw^root. 

PieMffTca. 

T«M. 

1836 

9167  hhds. 

858  trs. 
1523-brls. 

£f84^2J& 

5457'pun8. 
852  casks. 

£29;529 

117  casks. 
i£507    10 

313  pkgs. 
£241 

27  pkgs. 
£21 

£165420  10 

1837 
(Year  of 
drought) 

3,662  bhds. 
456  trs. 
549  brls. 

£45,930 

29§9'pune. 

1 

£9727 

188:  puns. 
£1345 

lis  pkgs. 
£69 

25pl.gs. 
£62 

£60.733    0 

1868 

14,661  hhda. 
158i  trs. 
2122  brls. 

£300,125 

1(^528  puns. 
'£67,010 

254  p^os.. 
£2958 

509  pkgs. 
£524 

72  pkgs. 

f 

£»4      j     £37ei7©l     0 

1839 

14,678  hhds. 
1059  trs. 
1764  brls. 

£875,4^ 

8709  puns. 
1192  casks. 

£54,324 

486  puns. 
327  hhds. 

£6047 

707  pkgs, 
£870 

71  pkgii. 
£210 

£3364)01     0 

1840 

13,090  hhds. 
1229  trs. 
2269  brls. 

£344,071 

7937  puns. 
489  casks. 

£89,151 

722  puns. 
£4212 

285  pkgs. 
£425 

58  pkgs. 
£75 

£437,934    0 
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20  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

AHmCrUA.  The  mean  annual  temperature  of  the  iriand  had  t)een'calcalate4  by  Dr.  Hamilton  at  77*8.    The 

*— ^  mean  of  six  months  from  November  to  June  at  75'4»  and  that  of  the  six  jnoatha  from  May  to 

December  at  SO'ltBS,    The  coldest  months  are  December,  75*5,  and  February,  71*71 ;  the  hottest 

months,  July,  86*8,  and  August,  80,  showing  avariation  of  temperature  of  15*1  between  the  coldest 

and  hottest  month. 

Fifth. — Improvements  and  discoveries,  as,  for  instance,  any  new  machine  by  which  labour 
is  saved;  any  improved  method  of  cultivation;  any  new  manufactures,  &c. 

On  this  head  I  regret  there  is  but  little  to  say.  Under  a  system  of  slavery  when  the  number  of 
disposable  hands  on  an  estate  was  generally  much  greater  than  its  actual  necessities  required,  there 
was  of  course  little  inducement  to  invent  or  adopt  means  for  the  saving  of  labour ;  and  although  the 
case  is  now  widely  different,  since  none  are  kept  on  pay  who  do  not  work,  the  plantation  system  is 
very  deficient  in  the  economical  arrangement  and  distribution  of  its  streng^.  The  light  iron  plough 
ie  in  general  use  on  those  estates  where  the  land  is  sufficiently  level  to  admit  of  its  application ;  but 
with  this  exception,  I  am  hardly  aware  of  any  feature  of  improvement  worthy  of  remark.  The  same 
description  of  hoe  is  now  in  use  as  before;  but  although  it  appears  to  an  European  a  clumsy  and 
unwieldy  implement,  requiring  great  muscular  exertion,  the  peasantry  would  not  easilv  be  induced  to 
relinquish  its  use.  The  contrast  between  the  style  of  performing  agrycultun^l  labour  here  and  that  of 
a  British  farm,  is  too  striking  to  pass  unnoticed  by  the  most  superficial  observer.  If  it  be  required 
to  load  a  cart  with  mould,  for  example,  in  England,  the  spade  w<Nild  be  employed,  and  the  cart  would 
be  speedily  loaded  by  what  may  ba  called  a  direct  transbr  of  the  material;  but  here  the  labourer 
scrapes  with  his  hoe  a  small  quantity  into  a  round  shallow  basket,  which  he  places  'on  his  head,  then 
stoadily  marches  to  the  cart  and  deposits  his  burthen,  then  returns  for  another.  Whether  the  distance 
be  great  or  small,  the  labourer  carries  his  load  upon  his  head,  whatever  be  its  nature ;  and  I  have 
more  than  once  heard  an  anecdote  related  oi  a  benevolent  proprietor  residing  in  England,  who,  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  labour  of  his  people,  sent  out  for  their  use  a  quantity  of  wheelbarrows,  which 
were  no  sooner  in  their  possession,  than  instead  of  being  employed  in  the  ordinary  mode,  they  were 
placed  on  their  heads,  and  great  amusement  afforded  to  them  from  whirling  the  wheel,  which  was 
suspended  before  their  faces. 

The  steam-engine,  which  has  been  introduced  on  a  large  number  of  estates,  enables  the  manufactures 
to  be  more  steadily  proceeded  with ;  but  I  have  been  told  that  its  effects  in  the  expression  of  the  juice 
from  the  cane  are  by  no  means  equal  to  those  of  the  windmill  when  urged  by  a  fine  breeze. 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  introduce  improvements  in  the  process  of  boiling  the  sugar,  and  in 
the  distillation  of  rum ;  but  the  promoters  have  not  succeeded  in  inducing  any  managers  to  adopt 
the  methods  they  have  advocated.  The  process  of  desiccating  the  sugar«caae,  and  exporting  it  in  that 
state  for  conversion  into  sugar,  has  also  attracted  attention,  but  not  I  believe  to  any  practical  effect  in 
this  island. 

I  am  not  aware  of  the  recent  adoption  of  any  improvement  in  the  culture  of  the  sugar-cane,  but  I 
think  that  more  attention  is  now  paid  to  the  manuring  of  the  land  than  was  formerly  the  case. 
Sixth. — State  of  internal  traffic,  noticing  the  sort  of  goods  which  are  most  in  demand. 
'  The  internal  traffic  of  the  colony  may  be  defined,  so  far  as  regards  natural  products,  to  consist  in 
the  raising  of  the  various  kinds  of  vegetable  and  animal  stock  for  consumption,  and  in  the  class  of 
manufactures  to  be  confined  to  the  making  of  hats,  baskets,  fish-pots,  a  course  kind  of  earthenware, 
the  polishing  of  petrifactions,  &c,  &c.,  while  on  the  other  hand  it  is  constituted  of  almost  every  con- 
ceivable variety  of  British  and  Foreign  goods  imported  to  meet  the  demand.  I  have  unfortunately 
not  at  hand  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  amount  of  annual  imports  previously  to  1834;  but  it  is 
certain  that  since  that  time  a  great  and  manifest  augmentetion  has  taken  place  in  the  commercial 
business  of  the  island,  caused  by  the  large  circulation  of  money  amongst  the  people,  and  the  creation 
of  new  wants  and  a  higher  degree  of  social  ambition  on  their  parts. 

It  was  my  iutentk>n  to  have  annexed  to  this  part  of  my  report  some  tables  extracted  from  official 
sources,  showing  the  comparative  amounts  of  British  and  Foreign  goods  imported  for  some  years 
past,  also  a  comparative  table  of  quantities  of  the  principal  articles  of  consumption  for  the  same 
period ;  but  as  I  find  that  some  of  my  materials  are  not  complete  for  1840,  and  I  am  fearfiil  of 
delaying  any  longer  the  transmission  of  this  Report,  I  shall  hope  to  be  fiivoured  with  your  Excellency's 
permission  to  forward  the  stetements  hereafter,  in  the  shape  of  an  i^pendix.  In  the  mean  time, 
however,  I  am  enabled  by  the  kindness  of  some  friends  conducting  wholesale  and  retail  stores  in 
town,  to  afford  some  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  articles  principally  in  demand  by  the  Negroes,  and  of 
the  extent  to  which  their  purchases  for  cash  amount  in  some  months.of  the  year.  Christmas  continues 
to  be  the  season  when  they  buy  with' the  greatest  avidity;  but  throughout  the  year,  to  use  the  language 
of  my  informants,  the  Negroes  are  *'  their  best  customers''  for  every  article  imported,  with  the  exception 
of  liquors. 

Bonnets  are  now  much  more  in  fashion  for  the  females  than  the  round  hats  formerly  worn,  though 
the  latter  still  prevail  in  the  rural  districts ;  but  it  is  remarkable  that  there  has  for  some  time  been  a 
large  and  increasing  demand  for  children's  shoes.  No  article  is  imported,  however  rich  in  quality  or 
expensive  in  price,  which  this  class  of  people  will  not  buy,  if  they  have  the  means;  and  at  weddings, 
dances,  and  other  importent  occasrons  of  the  like  nature,  they  are  even  extravagantly  attired.  From  the 
coarse  fabrics  of  Dundee  to  the  finest  Brussels  lace,  and  the  richest  silks  of  France  or  Spitalfields,  all 
goods  find  customers  at  the  established  prices,  and  therefore  little  if  anything  can  be  correctly  said  now 
to  be  imported  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  labourers.  I  extract  the  following  items  from  an  order 
sent  home  by  an  importer,  to  be  furnished  by  the  first  Christmas  ships : — ^*  Osnaburghs,  varbus  sorte 
of  dowlas,  Hollands  striped,  linen  checks,  Irish  linen,  cotton  fabrics  of  all  kinds,  furniture  checks, 
power-loom  shirtings,  cotton  for  ditto,  drills,  handkerchiefs — silk  and  cotton,  regatta  stripes  for  shirts, 
prinU,  muslin  dresses,  Gros-de-Naples,  satins,  hosiery  of  all  descriptions,  Leghorn  hats  and  bonnets, 
umbrellas,  ready-made  clothing,  haberdashery,"  &c.  &c.  I  add  from  another  source  this  illustrative 
remark : — *^  I  find  fit)m  a  calculation  just  made,  that  the  annual  demand  in  my  store  for  Osnaburghs 
alone,  retailed  by  the  yard  (not  by  the  piece),  is  equal  to  from  16,000  to  18,000  yards.  The  various 
description  of  drills,  broad-cloths^  Madras  or  imitetion  handkerchiefs,  challi  and  muslin  dresses,  gauze 
and  other  handkerchiefs,  ribbons,  laces,  muslin' collars,  cotton  and  silk  hosiery,  parasols,  umbrellas, 
perfumery,  &c.,  are  in  constant  demand  by  the  labourers  ;  hams,  cheese,  porter,  and  wine,  are  also 
regularly  purchased  by  them,  more  especially  at  Christmas.*'  In  the  artk:le  of  provisions  their  tastes 
have  been  decidedly  improved,  and  the  preference  is  now  given  to  rice,  wheat  flour,  bread  and  pork, 
over  corn  meal,  farina,  and  salt-fish. 
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Amount  of  Cuh  ^es. 

.    A. 

B. 

£     s.   d. 

£      f. 

d. 

For  December,  1887     . 

780    9    8 

1001     1 

3 

Januajpy,     1838     . 

934  17     0 

855     4 

3 

June,             „ 

892     1  11 

566  16 

0 

July,             „ 

680     1  11 

797    9 

0 

December,      „ 

701     2     0 

1271     2 

3 

January,     1839     • 

954    6     6 

616     8 

4 

June,             „ 

680  17    6 

910  10 

5 

July,            V 

em  17    6 

756     4 

9 

577  12    8 

583  18 

5 

January,     1840     . 

872     3    6 

691  10 

11 

June,              „ 

350     1     8 

768  14 

0 

July,              „ 

871  10  10 

1005  16 

4 

December,      „ 

780    8     1 

1408    7 

0 

January,     1841     • 

591     7     7 

1372     S 

4 

June,              „       . 

649     8    0 

920  12 

9 

July,              „       , 

800    0     0 

1187  11 

5 

ANTIOUA. 


N.B. — ^These  amounts  are  of  course  in  currency,  but  may  be  readily  reduced  into  sterling  by 
dividing  them  by  9,  and  multiplying  the  quotient  by  5. 

The  stores  from  whose  books  I  have  derived  the  above  information  are  doing  a  fair  rate  of  busi- 
nesr,  but  there  are  others  considered  to  be  above  them  in  this  respect,  and  therefore  these  quotations 
are  not  likely  to  mislead  as  to  the  actual  value  of  the  trade  carried  on  with  the  labourers.  There  are 
at  least  twenty  stores  of  the  same  description,  and,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three,  they  are  situated 
in  the  same  street,  being  the  principal  entrance  into,  and  greatest  thoroughfare  of  the  town. 

In  conclusion,  I  mav  be  permitted  to  observe,  that  the  results  of  emancipation  in  Antigua  cannot, 
as  I  conceive,  be  considered  up  to  the  present  time  to  disappoint  any  reasonable  expectations,  but 
rather  to  exceed  them.  I  know  not  any  who  would  willingly,  were  it  practicable,  revert  to  the  system 
of  slavery.  I  know  not  any  community  where  grave  ofiences  are  more  rare,  or  where  there  is  a  popu- 
lation less  disposed  to  resistance  to  the  laws  and  authorities. 

The  defects  of  their  character  appear  to  me  to  be  intimately  connected  with  the  associations  engen- 
dered by  their  servile  state,  and  therefore,  that  we  ought  not  to  be  sanguine  in  our  anticipations  of  any 
sadden  or  remarkable  elevation  of  their  moral  condition.  Great  danger  would,  I  apprehend,  be  in- 
curred by  leaving  them  in  this  point  of  view  too  soon  to  themselves,  and  hence  I  should  earnestly 
deprecate  any  withdrawal  of  that  eminently  useful  aid  which  has  been  bestowed  upon  them  in  the  shape 
of  religious  and  educational  training.  The  greater  the  influence  exercised  upon  them  by  their  present 
pastors,  the  better  for  themselves  and  the  community — the  more  difiused  the  blessings  of  education, 
such  as  is  now  held  out  to  themselves  and  their  children — the  firmer  ground  shall  we  have  for  calcu- 
lating on  the  certain  improvement  of  the  generation  now  rising  up,  to  take  their  places  shortly  in  the 
active  business  of  life,  and  in  their  just  appreciation  of  their  relations  in  society.  It  must  be  ever 
borne  in  mind,  that  the  interests  of  the  proprietor  of  the  soil  and  of  the  cultivation  of  it,  of  the 
employer  and  the  employed,  are  now  at  all  events  closely  linked  together,  and  that  on  the  feelings 
with  which  they  respectively  regard  each  other,  will  mainly  depend,  under  Providence,  the  issue  of  the 
momentous  change  in  their  several  positions,  which  as  yet  is  scarcely  beyond  the  infency  ofits  progress. 

I  have,  Ac, 
^  (Signed)  William  Walker, 

J.  P.  and  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


Enclosure  2,  ia  No.  3. 
Sir,  Antigua,  10th  July,  1841.       EncL  2,  in  No.  Z. 

The  quarterly  Police  Returns  for  the  Valley  division  will  he  transmitted  to  your  Police  Returns. 
Excellency  as  soon  as  they  can  be  completed,  in  the  mean  time  I  have  only  to  observe  that 
the  number  and  character  of  offences  are  pretty  nearly  similar  to  those  of  the  preceding 
quarter. 

In  adverting  to  the  additional  queries  forwarded  by  the  Right  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  State, 
it  is  necessary  with  reference  to  No.  1  to  remind  your  Excellency,  that  no  apprenticeship 
so  called  ever  existed  in  Antigua^  the  transition  from  slavery  to  a  perfect  state  of  freedom 
was  effected  at  once ;  and  any  remarks  on  the  change  in  the  habits  of  the  Nogro  population 
ouffht  in  my  humble  opinion  to  take  date,  as  far  as  this  colony  is  concerned,  from  the  year 

Having  only  arrived  in  the  island  late  in  the  year  1839,  I  cannot  form  an  opinion  of  any 
change  in  the  habits  and  morality  of  the  peasantry  from  an  earlier  period;  but  since  that  time 
I  think  I  may  with  safety  say  that  a  progressive,  although  gradual,  improvement  is  apparent 
in  their  general  condition  and  appearance. 

With  reference  to  the  second  query  there  can  be  but  little  doubt,  that  their  **  tastes*'  are 
strongly  in  favour  of  fine  clothes  and  dress,  nor  is  this  predilection  by  any  means  confined  to 
females ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  their  wages  are  lavished  in  so  unprofitable 
and  expensive  a  manner.  At  weddings^  christenings  and  at  Divine  service,  I  have  seen  field 
labourers  dressed  in  superfine  cloth  coats,  trousers  and  vests  of  the  latest  patterns  and 
highest  cost^  which  in  England  would  expose  persons  in  the  same  station  and  rank  of  life 
to  the  derision  of  their  associates,  for  adopting  a  style  of  apparel  so  unsuited  to  their  condition; 
nor  can  I  make  a  favourable  report  that  "taste"  for  comfort  within  doors,  bears  by  any 
means  a  corresponding  ratio  to  this  refinement  in  dress,  as  I  observe  little  or  no  improvement, 
in  either  their  cottages  or  gardens,  the  latter  of  which  are  seldom  cultivated  ;  and  this  na- 
turally leads  me  to  observe  on  the  occupancy  of  the  labourer,  and  to  the  progress  of  free 
villages. 
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ANTIGUA.  The  present  uncertain  tenure  by  which  the  Negro  holds  his  cbrelling  is,  I  doubt  not^  the 

-^—  great  bar  to  every  thing  approaching  to  imjutivement  wiAm  doora^  and  abo  destroys  the 

stimulus  which  otnerwiae  might  be  called  into  action,  in  the  cultivatioa  of  vegetables  for 
the  uses  of  a  family ;  and  until  the  country  gentlemen  grant  freeholds,  or  lease  their  cottages 
for  a  term  of  years,  I  see  but  little  prospect  of  any  improvement  in  this  respect.  In  a  former 
Report  I  noticed  the  rise  of  a!ffee  viUage,  others  are  now  in  progress,  and,  as  I  then  anticipated, 
the  price  of  land  for  these  purposes  has  considerably  fallen;  but  to  ensure  any  beneficial 
results  to  the  agriculturists,  the  formation  of  these  settlements  oug)it  to  be  simultaneous  and 
general  throughout  the  country. 

There  are  no  savings*  banks,  nor  do  1  think  they  can  succeed  unless  the  Home  Govern- 
ment, or  the  Colony  become  security  for  the  money  invested :  benefit  societies  are  pretty 
generally  established,  under  the  guidance  of  the  clergy. 

Antigua  has  always  been  not^  for  its  superior  cultivation ;  the  plough'  is  used  invariably 
in  soils  which  admit  of  it,  and  carts  and  wheelbarrows  are  now  always  employed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  economizing  labour. 

Wages  are  extremely  high ;  and  should  the  prices  of  su^r  give  way,  many  of  the  small 
estates,  unless  in  the  hanils  of  large  capitalists,  must  be  abandoned. 

There  is  always  a  good  demand  for  labour,  but  the  supply  iafiilly  adequate  to  meet  it; 
and  although  in  som^  parts  of  the  island  emigration  has  existed  to  a  cousideraMs  extent, 
I  feel  assured  that  Antigua  contains  a  lar^e  sarplus  p<^ulation  for  agricultural  purposes. 

As  this  may  be  the  last  Report  I  shall  have  the  honour  to  make  in  my  capacity  of 
Stfpendiary  Magistrate  for  this  iabud,  I  thnnk  it  only  doe  to  the  planter  to  acquaint  j^rur 
Excellency  that  no  instance  of  anything  like  oppresoon  has  Sadlen  withm  my  notkse ;  asaaults 
by  the  managers  and  directors  are  of  very  rare  ocennrence :  neiAer  has  any  *'  breach  of  con« 
tract"  by  the  undue  detention  of  wages  on  the  part  of  the  employer,  been  adjucKeated  by  me, 
except  on  grounds  of  dilute  which  have  fairfy  admitted  of  a  reference  to  magisterial 
atithority. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  L.  GrjEMB> 

Majorv  and  Stipendiary  MagBteale. 
His  ExeeUeney  Major  M^acphail, 
Administering*  General  Government,  Leewwd  Idhmds. 


(A) 
Antigua  Police  Office,  Enolish  Harbour. 
Names  of  Pkrsons  who  have  been  ejected,  iiDm  1st  to  Slsfe  day  of  May,  1841. 

Nil 


Names  of  Persons  committed  as  icUe  and  disorderly,  foom  1st  to  9ist  day  of  May«  1841. 

Nil. 


Names  of  Persons  who  have  entered  into  Contract  of  Service,  from  Ist  to  Slst  day  of  May,  1841. 

Nil. 


Names  of  Persoas  who  have  been  Punisked  for  the  Nonoperformanoe  of  any  CoDtiaet  of  Sendee,  from 

the  1st  to  31st  day  of  May,  1841. 

Names  of  Persons 

agaiei*  wbemw«  Jhwc 

ptanounflwi  Sentence, 
or  made  Order  for 
ioflietmg  of  any  Ihm-^ 
isbMcnt  for  the  Nm»- 

Date  oC  sadi    p  GioundK  en  vhick 

Name*  •§  PersoM.  wham 

Nature  anAAanoat 

ScatMcaoc     ,  such  Sentence  or  Order 

luformation  or  Instaace  such 

of  the  FunuhflienI 

Order. 

proceeded. 

Sentence  or  Order  was  made. 

awarded. 

pecfonaance  of 

Contract  or  Service. 

Jane 

18th  May. 

Ahsentiog  berstlf 
wkhout  leave. 

Thdtnaa  Joaefifa  aefriok! 

FocfekaeYBttdByi? 
wages^and  |wy> 
fee& 

Catherine  •  •   •    . 

25th    ,,    . 

Neglect  of  duly. 

Henry  Edward  Gall.   . 

ForfieU  m  days 
wages,  and  p^y 
fees. 

Ben  Richards  .    . 

.    •     , ,    •    . 

Gross  neglect  of 
dnly  as  cattfe 
keeper,  thereby 
causing  deatii 

John  Duer  Cranstoun  . 

Imprisonment  in 
the  kloose  of 
ComBctfon,witlt 
hard  labour,  fer 

1       of  a  catfl 

i 

fourteen  days. 

(Signed)  G.  Black,  J.  P. 

William  Walkbr,  J.  P.,  and  Stipendary  Magistrate. 
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Names  of  Persons  who  have 


ejected,  ^firatm  Ist  to  30tb  day  of  June,  1841. 
Nil. 


AMTIGVA. 


Names  of  Tenons  committed  as  idle  and  disorderly,  fn>m'  1st  to  1^6th  day  aiJwMJ  1841. 


ooimnittad 
aiiateydDiiiHirty 

NaMi    of    taMM 

committed  mm 

RogoeBaiidVagaboiids, 

aid. as 
.looMrigihlafio^oM. 

Dtte 

Of  evfii'jf  sncii 
OmribIm. 

Names  cl  Che  Ibfonner, 

andlhrgroimd 

OB  «ydi>1iie>OM«aclkm 

preoaaded. 

The  leogtti  of  Time 

forwhidi 
Asyvuvaie  to  caaliBaa 

.iaiorce. 

GraoeVrofit  .    . 

2ikl  June  . . 

The  Assistant  Inspector 

ofPoliee. 
(Common,  prostitute.) 

Tlhree    calendar 
months. 

Names  of  Persons  who  have  entered  into  Contract  of  Service,  from  Ifit  to  30th  day  of  Jane,  1841. 

Nil. 


Names  of  Persons  who  have  been  Punished  for  Non-performance  of  any  Contract  of  Service,  from 

Ist  to  80th  day  of  June.  1841. 


^aoMoT  PMaons 

f^gainst  vhom  we  haive 

pronounced  Sentence 

Grounds  on  which 

Names  of  Persons 

or  made 

Dirte 

auab 

wWm 

NuteandAoMMMt 

Order  for  inflictiBg  any* 

of  such  Sentence 

Sentence  or  Order 

Information  or  Instance 

of  the               ) 

Ponishmeot  for 

or  Order. 

ftfoceeded.    . 

sueb  Sentence  or  Order 

Punishment  awarded. 

iSbe  Non-performanoeof 

was  made. 

Coatraotorflerviee. 

Joei  Ranther.   .   . 

lathJoae 

HI  behaviour  in  the 
field. 

David  CraMtoon . . 

F^ribH  14  days'  wngtB. 

Mary  Abb   and 

>  9 

Neglect  of  duty  at 

Henry  £.  Gale 

Each  pfcy  oflBoe  &es. 

Bathsheba. 

the  mill. 

Phffibe 

Dittos  ditto. 

Ditto 

Forfeit  6  days'  w^geg, 
and  pay  fees. 

Frederick.    .    .    . 

>  > 

^  Breach  of  contract, 
leaving    whhout 

Edward  Becket  . . . 

Tteprimanded,  and  or- 
dered to  return  to  his 

notice. 

■vrork. 

Lettice  and  Rose. 

>  9 

Neglect    of   duty, 
in^  elsewhere. 

David  Cranstoun  . . 

Forfeit  each  6  days' 
'wages,  and  pay  fees. 

Hester.   .   .   . 

>  » 

!  fifeuui  Of  contract, 
neglect  of    diHy 
and  iosubovdina* 
lion. 

JohnD.GraiiBtoan. 

Forfeit  6  days' wages, 
and  pay  fees. 

{Sgned)  G.  B&acx,  J.  P. 

WnxiAM  Wjllkbr,  J.^  P.,  asd  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


(No.  .28.) 


No,  4. 


Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieut.-Govemor  Macphail,  Administering  the 
General  Govenmient  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  to  Lord  Stanley. 

Government  Honse,  Antigua,  13th  November,  1841. 

I  HAVE  die  hoBonr  to  forward  herewith  the  Reports  of  the  stipendiary  magis- 
trates in  this  island  for  the  quarter  ended  on  the  30th  September  last,  accom- 
panied by  the  usual  abstract  returns  of  cases,  and  the  answers  to  Lord  Glenelg's 
jbur  queries. 


No.  4. 
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ANTIGUA.  Enclosure  1,  in  No.  4. 

Sir,  .    St  John's,  Antigua,  23rd  Ocjtobw,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  my  Report  for  the  quarter  ended  on 
the  30th  ultimo. 

Haying  in  my  last  Report  entered  at  considerable  length  into  a  consideration  ot  the  several 
topics  to  which  the  attention  of  the  stipendary  magistrates  in  this  government  has  been  more 
spcifically  directed,  it  will  be  obvious  that  after  so  short  an  interval  there  can  be  but  little  of 
change  or  novelty  to  call  for  extended  remark. 

The  most  important  subject /v^diich  occurs  to  me  to  notice,  in  the  first  'instance,  is  the  for- 
mation of  District  Agricultural  Associations,  composed  of  the  proprietors,  attorneys  and  man- 
agers of  the  respective  estates,  who  feeling  the  inconveniences  and  diflSculties  arising  out  of  the 
q)eration  bf  two  diflferent  systems  of  labour  at  the  same  time,  namely,  that  of  job  or  task  \tork, 
and  that  of  dculy  pay,  at  len^  came  to  a  determination  to  abolish  the  existing  diitinelioa 
b^een  estates'  labourers  and  the  jobbing  or  <*  independent  '*  gangs,  and,  without  reference 
to  the  additional  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  former,  to  place  the  whole  on  the  same  footing  in 
regard  to  work  and  pay. 

It  is  apparent  that  tins  plan,  if  sucsessful,  would  tend  to  establish  the  prindpU  of  t^sk-work 
generally,  and  consequently  to  diminish  the  grounds  on  which  the  controlling  provisions  of 
the  Contract  Act  are  nad  recourse  to :  but  in  order  to  eflfect  this,  it  must  be  indispensable  .that 
the  scale  of  labour  to  be  adopted  as  bearing  a  fixed  proportion  to  the  rate  of  wages  to  be  p^^ 
should  be  equitable,  just  and  moderate  in  its  construction. 

I  have  been  mformed  that  at  the  meetings,  at  which  the  scales  m  question  were  framed  aiid 
adopted,  the  opinions  of  intelligent  and  ex^rienced  labourers  were  obtained  and  acted  upon  in 
determining  the  average  quantity  which  might  be  reasonably  assigned  as  the  day's  work  of  ^an 
ordinary  sAle  and  effective  labourer;  the  day  being  calculated  as  hitherto  at  nine  *  working 
hours.  For  this  I  understand  each  manager  will  make  the  best  bargain  he  can  in  regard.to 
the  wages  to  be  given,  there  being  no  wish  to  attempt  fixing  a  certain  rate  by  which  all  should 
be  bound,  whether  employers  or  labourers.  On  some  of  tne  estates  in  my  district  I  am  told 
that  the  pay  offered  for  a  day's  work,  according  to  the  scale,  is  three  bits,  or  one  shilling'  ster- 
ling ;  and  as  at  present  the  rate  of  pay  per  diem  to  estates'  labourers  does  not  exceed  two 
bits,  they  can,  it  may  be  fairly  presumed,  earn  easily  what  they  have  been  accustonied 
to  receive  in  this  shape,  and  as  nauch  more  as  they  may  be  inclined  to  exert  themselves  to 
obtain.  -    ■  t 

Such  is,  I  believe,  a  fair  statement  of  the  principle  of  the  new  arrangement ;  and  I  must  say 
that,  on  the  most  mature  reflection,  I  cannot  discover  anything  inconsistent  with  justice  in  its 
theory.     How  fer  it  may  be  found  to  work  well,  is  altogether  another  question. 

The  origin  of  jobbing  gangs,  and  of  working  by  contract  for  specific  tasks,  may  be  traced 
to  the  fruitful  and  ever  active  sources  of  mutual  dissatisfaction  between  the  employer  and  the 
labourer,  arising  from  the  absence  of  a  legal  definition  of  a  day's  work,  and  the  consequcint 
impracticability  of  any  satisfactory  decision  being  arrived  at  by  a-  magistrate,  in  cases  wb^ 
it  was  alleged  that  a  &ir  quantity  of  work  had  not  been  rendered  for  the  wages  expected.  It 
was  easy  therefore  for  an  idle  or  ill-disposed  labourer  to  perform  a  very  inadequate  shond  of 
labour,  and  yet  to  maintain  his  right  to  bis  daily  pay.  Moreover,  in  this  way  injustice  \fts 
unavoidably  done  to  the  industrious  and  deserving  labourer,  who/  howeveir  he  might  exert 
himself,  was  entitled  to  no  more  than  he  who  had  loitered  carelessly  and  indifferently  through 
his  task. 

The  remedy  for  this  evil  presented  itself  in  engaging  a  certain  number  of  persons  to  execute 
a  given  piece  of  work  for  a  stipulated  and  fixed  price ;  and  if  I  am  not  mistaken  the  parties 
thus  employed  were  originally  always  persons  not  under  contract  to  any  particular,  estate,  but 
of  late  the  estates'  labourers  have  been  generally  treated  with  in  the  same  way,  when  willing, 
on  the  estates  to  which  they  are  respectively  attached.  The  jobbing  gangs,  however,  from  a 
natural  desire  to  get  through  their  contract  and  to  pocket  their  pay  as  quickly  as  possible, 
frequently  performing  their  work  in  a  slovenly  and  unsatisfactory  manner ;  and  it  has  been 
oflen  asserted  before  me  by  estates'  labourers,  that  they  have  had  to  go  over  the  work  done  by 
the  '^  independents.**  This  of  course  was  productive  of  jealousy,  and  led  to  bickerings ;  and 
aeain,  instances  were  not  rare  of  labourers  under  contract,  tempted  by  the  higher  wages  of  the 
jobbers,  feigning  sickness,  and  being  afterwards  detected,  even  on  the  adjoining  estate,  at 
work  in  one  of  these  gangs. 

The  application  therefore  of  the  principle  of  establishing  a  certain  proportion  between  the 
quantity  of  work  done,  and  the  amount  of  pay  to  be  claimed,  seems  as  1  before  observed  to  be 
quite  equitable,  provided  that  the  proportion  so  established  be  a  fair  and  just  one ;  it  embraces 
all  alike,  and  so  far  will  tend  to  counteract  the  influence  of  higher  gains  in  withdrawing  the 
peasantry  from  the  estates  where  they  may  have  resided,  undisturbed  and  in  comfort. 

Yet  I  cannot  but  apprehend  that  the  experiment  may  have  been  deferred  too  lone ;  the 
peasantry  are  a  sensitive,  and  as  regards  their  own  interests  a  suspicious  race ;  and  they 
regard  accordingly  any  attempt  at  innovation  or  change,  which  bears  the  appearance  of 
imposing  unusual  restrictions ;  and  it  may  be  long  before  they  thoroughly  comprehend  that 
any  benefit  can  be  derived  to  them  from  the  adoption  of  such  a  system.  I  have  been  assured 
that  considerable  uneasiness  prevails  upon  the  subject  amongst  the  estates'  peasantry  in  my 

*  According  to  the  definition  given  in  the  Regulations,  the  hours  of  labour  must  of  course  vary 
with  the  season  of  the  year.  On  the  Ist  of  June,  for  example,  the  sun  rises  at  5  25  a.m.  and  sets  at 
6  29  p.m.,  which  would  give  ten  and  a-half  working  hours.  On  the  1st  of  December,  again,  the 
sun  rises  at  6  25  a.ni.  and  sets,  at  5  25  p.m.,  which  would  give  only  eight  and  a-half  working  hours. 
The  average  length  of  a  day's  work,  therefore,  will  be  found  practically  to  be  what  is  stated  above. 
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district,  and  in  fact  the  entire  strength  of  one  estate  attended  before  Mr.  Black  and  myself  to        ANTIGUA. 

prefer  a  complaint  arising  out  of  the  procedings  of  the  Windward  Agricultural  Association^  and  — ^ 

they  had  by  some  means  become  impressed  with  the  notion  that  some  new  law  had  been 

passed  abolishing  ^^  day-work  "  altogether.     We  explained  to  them,  however,  that  the  old  law 

was  alone  4n  force,  and  that  all  they  had  to  do  was  to  perform  a  fair  day*s  work  for.  their 

day*s  pay ;  so  long  as  that  was  the  plan  upon  which  they  were  working.     We  have  not  since 

heard  of  any  dispute,  and  therefore  trust  that  the  matter  was  thus  satisfactorily  arranged.     It 

was  proposed  to  read  over  to  them,  in  our  presence,  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  Association  ; 

but  to  this  we  decidedly  objected,  as  it  would  have  manifestly  tended  to  impress  them  with 

the  belief,  that  this  document  had  some  sanction  of  authority,  instead  of  leaving  them  at  liberty 

to  reject  or  to  adhere  to  its  conditions. 

I  have  not  heard  that  any  similar  manifisstaticm  of  feeling  has  been  exhibited  in  the 
other  districts.  Another  influence  which  may  be  adverted  to  as  possibly  calculated  to  aiiect 
the  ends  of  these  associations  is  the  non-accession  to  their  ranks  of  some,  however  few,  owners 
or  persons  in  charge  of  properties,  or  the  withdrawal  of  some  who  may  find  it  more  to  their 
interest  not  to  be  confined  within  the  limits  of  its  regulations ;  in  either  of  these  cases,  the 
fabric  must  be  pronounced  weak,  and  liable  to  fail,  for  to  be  successful  the  employers  must 
be  uoaaimous* 

Had  the  objects  and  proceedings  of  the  Agricultural  Associations  been  limited  to  what  has 
been  above  explained^  I  should  have  held  that  they  had  fallen  short  of  the  extent  to  which 
they  miffht  be  carried  with  the  certain  prospect  of  great  practical  utility ;  but  I  am  happy  to 
be  enabled  to  add  that  one  of  them,  the  Northern,  has  avowed  its  intention  of  embracing  other 
and  equally  important  subjects  of  attention  in  its  range  of  operations ;  embodying  in  short  the 
idea  of  '*  Agricultural  or  Cottage  Grardening  Association,*'  which  it  occurred  to  me  to  record 

in  some  of  my  early  Reports  as  likely  to  prove  beneficial  to  the  island;  the  resolutions  of  the 

Association  to  this  effect  are  herewith  enclosed.  fj^y 

I  have  the  honour  to  annex  copies  of  the  regulations  of  the  several  Associations,  and  it  will 
be  remarked  that  although  these  are  similar,  yet  that  there  is  some  variety  in  the  scales  of  the 
number  of  labourers  allotted  to  a  task,  these  being  fi*amed  of  course  with  reference  to  the  local 
peculiarities  of  the  different  districts,  in  some  of  which  the  ground  is  much  more  easily  tilled  C^*) 

than  in  others. 

I  regret  to  have  to  state  that  the  produce  of  the  crop  for  the  year  ended  on  the  30th  ultimo 
jfell  far  short  of  that  of  the  preceding  year ;  owing  to  natural  causes  adverted  to  in  former 
Reports ;  it  did  not  I  believe  exceed  10,000  hogsheads  of  sugar.  The  crop  now  in  the  ground 
has  been  also  exposed  to  great  risk  owing  to  the  long  continued  drought ;  but  it  may  1  trust 
be  looked  upon  as  now  warranting  sanguine  expectation  of  a  heavy  return  when  gathered. 
The  rains  commenced  in  the  early  part  of  September^  and  although  not  then  of  long  con- 
tinuance, have  been  succeeded  by  frequent  and  refreshing  showers,  which  have  given  and  pre- 
served to  the  islsmd  a  verdant  and  cheerful  aspect ;  the  heat  however  has  been  unusually 
intense  even  to  the  present  time. 

The  island  ffenerally  has  been  extremely  healthy  during  the  year:  the  crews  of  Her 
Majesty^s  vessels  lately  visiting  Englbh  Harbour  have  suffer^  severely  from  fever,  but  not  in 
all  cases  of  a  local  character. 

In  connexion  with  the  subject  of  internal  traffic  I  have  the  honour  to  annex  the  tables  '  (C.) 

alluded  to  under  this  head  in  my  last  Report,  one  exhibiting  a  table  of  about  fifty  of  the  chief 
articles  of  import  from  British  North  America,  the  United  States,  and  British  and  Foreign  West 
Indies,  showing  the  quantities  for  each  year  from  1835  to  1840  inclusive.  I  have  unfortunately 
had  no  means  of  including  British  merchandise  and  manufactures,  no  record  of  them  being 
accessible  in  the  island.  In  the  other  table  however  will  be  found  a  statement  of  the  official  value 
of  imports  and  exports  for  each  year  of  the  same  period,  to  which  I  have  added  from  materials 
obligingly  furnished  to  me  by  the  island  Treasurer,  a  note  of  the  invoice  value  of  British 
goods  imported  in  the  same  time  on  which  the.2j^  per  cent  local  duty  has  been  paid.  I  believe 
that  a  small  proportion  of  these  amounts,  is  also  included  in  the  Custom  Hoiise  Beturn,  but 
I  am  unable  to  distinguish  it  with  accuracy. 

A  note  of  exports  of  some  few  articles  of  colonial  produce  is  also  added,  which  will  prove 
how  little  attention  is  paid  to  any  culture  but  that  of  sugar.  (E.) 

The  fluctuations  of  the  course  of  exchange  with  Great  Britain  during  the  above  specified 
period  are  as  under  — 

per  £100 


18S5 

£220    to    225 

1836 

215 

235 

188Y 

215 

2251^ 

18SS 

216 

220 

1889 

220 

227* 

1840 

220 

222* 

The  par  of  exchange  is  225  currency  for  £100  sterling. 

The  above  Retiuns  have  been  chiefly  compiled  from  the  (^cial  blue  books. 

In  conclusion  I  have  further  the  honour  to  annex  the  usual  abstract  Returns  of  cases  heard 
before  myself  and  Mr.  Justice  Black  at  English  Harbour,  and  our  replies  to  the  four  ques- 
tions circulated  by  Lord  Glenelg.  As  the  number  of  adjudications  under  the  Contract  Act  is 
rather  larger  than  usual,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  three  are  cases  of  labourers'  wages 
withheld  by  managers  ;  two  are  not  cases  of  agricultural  labourers ;  and  that  in  two  instances 
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ANTIGUA.        there  are  five  cases  from  the  same  estate,  the  prineipal  cause  of  oomplaint  has  been  repeated 

absence  without  permission. 

(Signed)  I  have,  &c. 

William  Walker, 

J.  P.,  and  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


(A.) 

Antigua  Northern  Agricultural  Association. 

At  a  Meeting  held  at  Langfbrd's,  October  15, 1841,  the  following  rules  were  adopted : 

1.  That  this  Association  shall  consist  of  a  President,  Vice-President,  Treasurer^  Secretary,  and 
Stewards,  to  be  chosen  by  ballot ;  three  of  the  officers  to  form  a  quorum  to  arrange  business. 

2.  That  the  objects  of  thi^  Association  are  to  promote  the  science  of  agriculture,  and  encourage  the 
zeal  and  industry  of  all  classes  connected  therewith ;  first,  by  afibrding  the  opportunity  for  discussing 
such  methods  as  may  best  promote  improvement  in  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  the  sugar  cane, 
and  other  tropical  productions,  with  the  least  manual  labour ;  and,  secondly,  by  establishing  such  a 
system  of  rewards  as  may  be  most  conducive  to  those  objects. 

8.  That  the  subscription  of  each  member,  being  a  proprietor,  shall  be  ten  dollars  for  each  estate; 
a  small  proprietor,  or  an  attorney,  five  dollars,  and  a  manager  two  dollars  ;  subscriptions  to  be  paid 
to  the  Treasurer  on  the  Ist  of  January,  commencing  in  IS4&, 

4.  That  the  days  of  general  meeting  of  this  Association  be  the  first  Monday  in  January,  April, 
July,  and  October ;  and  that  particular  meetings  be  caUed  at  the  discretion  of  the  President,  on  the 
application  of  any  two  members,  three  days'  notice  being  given  thereof. 

5.  That  the  fine  for  non-attendance  at  the  general  or  special  meetings  be  one  dollar ;  asd  in 
default  of  payment  within  the  quarter,  the  defaulter  shall  cease  to  be  a  member,  unless  in  caee  of 
illness  or  public  business,  when  an  appeal  must  be  made  to  the  President. 

6.  No  manager  allowed  to  compete  for  any  prize  who  is  not  a  member  of  the  Association ;  nor  any 
other  person  whose  employer  is  not  a  member. 

7.  These  rules  shall  not  be  altered  or  amended  without  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  m^nbers  of 
the  Association. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  officers  of  the  Association  :^ 

President Hon.  Geo.  Sayaob  Martin. 

Vice-Prettdent  ....  Hon.  Bbrtil  £.  Jarvis. 

Treasurer Francis  B.  Ottlbt,  Esq. 

Secretary. ......  .  .Samuel  Bourne,  Esq. 

Prizes  will  be  given  to  managers  who  make  the  largest  quantity,  and  best  quality,  of  sugar;  rear 
the  largest  number  of  stock,  &&,  Ac 
To  chief-overseers  who  keep  the  books  in  the  most  correct  and  intelligent  manner,  &a 

To  labourers,  for  industry;  pkraghmen,  for  good  work;  stock-keepers,  for  attention;  and 
mothers  who  have  large  fomilies  employed  in  agriculture. 

Those  gentlemen  of  the  district  who  were  not  present  at  the  meeting,  and  who  wish  to  become 
members  of  the  Association^  are  requested  to  notify  the  same  to  the  Secretary,  at  the  store  of  D.  B. 
CJarling,  Esq.,  St.  John's. 


(B.) 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  South  and  West  Agricultural  District  Association,  held  at  Buckley's  on  Monday, 
6th  September,  1841,  the  following  gentlemen  being  present — ^viz. : 

M.  H.  Daniel,  B.  E.  Jarvis,  O.  S.  Martin,  R.  E.  Williams,  J.  Athil),  W.  E.  Ledeatt,  Thomas 
Doyle,  Edward  Beckett,  Samuel  Bourne,  Paul  Austin,  E.  Lipscombe»  J.  J.  Roden*  James  Salmon, 
F.  Watson,  D.  Cranstoun. 

Hon.  R.  E.  Williams  was  requested  to  take  the  chair.' 

It  was  then  unanimously  resolved  that  the  annexed  scale  of  labour  be  adopted,  it  being  calculated 
to  insure  on  the  one  hand  equitable  remuneration  to  an  average  labourer  for  his  toil,  and  on  the  oCher 
a  fair  portion  of  work  to  the  plantation. 

That  the  portion  ~of  work  assigned  to  each  labourer  by  the  scale  be  considered  as,  a  defined  ^' day's 
work,"  the  day  to  consist  of  all  the  hours  between  sun-rise  and  sun-set,  less  only  the  usual  half  hour 
to  breakfast  and  two  hours  at  noon  to  dinner. 

That  the  same  rate  of  wages  be  paid  to  all  labourers  for  the  same  portion  of  work  without  refer- 
ence to  their  place  of  domicile. 

That  all  wages  be  paid  in  money  only.  No  rura^  to  be  distributed ;  but  industrious  and  deserving 
labourers  may  be  presented  with  a  portion  of  sweets  not  exceeding  a  quart  in  a  week. 

That  no  superintendent  of  job  gang  be  employed.  Job  gangs  are  to  be  worked  under  all  the 
arrangements  of  the  estate  on  which  they  are  employed,  and  no  other. 

That  a  standing  committee  of  the  Association  consisting  of  a  resident  in  each  division  of  the  district 
comprehended  within  its  limits  be  appointed  by  the  chairman. 

That  all  persons  are  invited  to  communicate  any  deviations  from  the  rules  of  the  Association  to 
such  resident  committee  man  who  will  enquire  into  the  fact,  and  if  need  be  request  the  chairman  of 
the  Association  to  call  a  general  meeting. 

That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  printed  and  circulated  for  the  information  of  all  con- 
cerned. 

R.  E.  Williams,  Chairman. 
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SCALE  REFERRED  TO. 

T>in^  and  stac1[ing  frasb  at  convenient  distances  from  land 

which  has  naade  two  nhds.  per  acre  or  more 
Rolling  trash  off  rattoon   land   prepamtory  to  boling  or 

ploughing      ........ 

Stumping  up  fresh  stools      .  .  .  '        . 

Holing  3^  feet  square  holes  (six  inches  deep)  in  unploughed 

land,  in  the  flat  parts 
Do.  do.  on  hill  sides  where  the  land  is  light 

Holing  where  the  land  has  been  previously  ploughed  and 

fallowed  .  .  .  . '        .  • '        . 

Cross  holing  on  light  land  that  has  been  previously  holed 

with  the  hoe 

Do.  do.  on  stiff  land  do.     do.       . ' 

Do.  do.  on  land  ploughed  and  banked  with  the 

plough  ........ 

Weeding  ordinary  fallow  land         .  .  . '        •  • 

Do.  foul  do.      .  .  .  . 

Do.  very  foul  do. 

Stripping,  dropping  and  planting  (one  plant)  land  clean» 

but  to  be  brushed  all  over  ..... 

Do.  do.  2  plants 

First  weeding  and  supplying  .  .  .  • ' 

Subsequent  weedin^s  ..•••• 

Weeding  rattoons,  turning  trash  and  supplying 
Dropping  out  manure  in  a  two  dog  basket,  well  filled,  heaps* 

being  conveniently  placed  .  .  .  .  . 

Each  person  can  dir  mould  and  load  8  carts  (not  exceeding 

a  ton  weight  eac^,  in  a  day       ..... 
I'he  same  ojf  manure  •         •         •         •         • 
Carting  15  loads  not  exceeding  half  a  mile  and  more  if 

shorter  distaace 
15f.  9d.  per  acre  for  pkyughing  when  havd  and  dry,  4  yoke 

plough 
18f.  6dL  when  moiti  aad  soft,  dvndad  betwetn  ploughi 

and  drivers 


Number  of  Labour- 
ers required  to  per- 
form uie  Work  on 
an  Acre  of  Land  in 
a  Day. 


Number  of  3^  feet 
SquareHolet  which 
each  Labourer  can 
work  in  a  Day. 


ANTIQUA. 


300  Baskets 
each  person. 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Northern  Agricultural  District  Association,  held  at  Liangibrd's  esute  on  Wed 
ueaday,  8th  September,  1841,  the  iblk>wing  gentlonen  being  preseai — ^vix. : 

M.  H.  Daniel,  B.  E.  Jarvis,  G.  Bispham,  J.  H.  Baker,  F.  B.  Ottley,  O.  Nugent,  T.  Morrison, 
Samuel  Williams,  Joseph  Quin,  J.  S.  Martin,  Robert  Brown,  R.  W.  Nanlon,  G.  S.  Martin,  J. 
Howel),  James  Sidmon,  F.  Biftpham. 

Hon.  B.  E.  Jarvis  was  requested  to  take  the  chair. 

It  was  then  unanimously  resolved  that  the  annexed  scale  of  labour  be  adopted,  it  being  calculated 
to  insure  on  the  one  hand  equitable  remuneratioD  to  an  average  labourer  for  his  toil,  and  on  the  other 
a  fair  portion  of  work  to  the  plantation. 

That  the  portien  ef  work  assigned  to  each  labourer  by  the  scale  be  considered  as  a  defined  **  day's 
work,"  the  day  to  consist  of  all  the  hours  between  sun-rise  and  sun-set,  less  only  the  usual  half  hour 
to  breakfast  and  two  hours  at  noon  to  dinner. 

That  the  same  rale  of  wages  be  paid  to  all  labourers  for  the  same  portion  of  work  without  reference 
to  their  pkee  of  domicile. 

That  all  wages  be  paid  in  money  only.  No  rum  to  be  distributed ;  but  industrious  and  deserving 
labourers  may  be  presented  with  a  portion  of  sweets  not  exceeding  a  quart  in  a  week. 

That  no  superintendent  of  job  gang  be  eaiployed.  Job  gangs  are  to  be  worked  mder  all  the 
arrangements  of  the  estate  on  which  they  are  eniployed,  and  no  other. 

That  a  standing  commHtee  of  the  Association,  consisting  of  a  resident  in  each  division  of  the  dis- 
trict comprehended  withhi  its  fimito,  be  appomied  by  the  chairman. 

That  all  persons  are  invited  to  communicate  any  deviations  from  the  rules  of  the  Association  to 
such  resident  committee-man  who  will  enquire  into  the  fact,  and,  if  need  be,  request  the  ch&irman  of 
the  Association  to  call  a  genera]  meeting. 

That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  printed  mad  ctfculaled  hr  the  information  of  ail 
concerned. 

B.  £•  Jarvis,  Chairman. 
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SCALE.  REFERED  TO. 

For  tying  up  trash  and  stacking  it  in  heaps,  at  convenient 
distances,  upon  land  from  which  canes  have  hecn  cut  to 
make  two  hhds.  sugar  per  acre  or  more         .         .         • 

Roll  trash  off  land  preparatory  to  holing  or  ploughing 

Stumping  up  fresh  stools 

Holing  3^  feet  square  holes,  light  land,  six  inches  deep 

Stiff  land      do.      do , 

Holing  land  previously  ploughed    • 

Cross  holing  light  land  unploughed         •         •         •         • 

Do.       do.    stiff     da     do.  •         .         •         •         • 

Do.       do.  Banked  only  with  plough 

Ordinary  weeding  in  fallow  lands  •         •         •         •         • 

Do.  do.  if  foul 

Do.  do.  if  very  foul         '.  • ' 

Stripping,  dropping  and  planting  (one  plant)  scraping  land 
all  over  it  being  clean       ...••• 

Weeding  and  supplying  young  canes  the  first  time  very 
carefully        •         •         .         •         •         • '       • 

Subsequent  weedings  .  .         .  •         • '        • '        • 

Scraping  over  surface  where  there  are  very  few  weeds  and 
wim  4aFa      v     •  -^   •    -  •-*       «         •         •.  .      «  • 

Supplying  and  dressing  ratfoons     •  •         •         * 

Dropping  out  dung  in  a  two  dog  basket,  heaps  being  con- 
veniently placed       ....•• 

Each  person  can  dig  mould  and  load  eight  carts  in  a  day, 
not  exceeding  a  ton  weight  each         •         •         ..         • 

The  same  of  manure  &c.  &c       • 

Each  cart  can  carry  out  15  loads  of  mould  or  dung  a  dayt 
the  distance  of  half  a  mile,  and  more  if  shorter 


Number  of  lAbonrers 
rec|uired  to  perfarni 
the  Work  on  an  Acre 
of  Land  in  a  Day. 


Number  of  3|  feit 
•quare  Holes  which 
each  LAboarer  can 
work  in  a  Day. 


0M 

2,6«6 

1,015 

198 

150 

198 

895 

899 

389 

1,992 

ooo 

444 

790 

666 
1,185 

1.777 
1,292 


300  Baskets  a  day 
each  person. 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Windward  Agricultural  District  Association,  held  at  Vernon's  Estate,  on  Monday 
SOtli  August,  1841,  the  following  gentlemen  being  present,  vif . : — 

M.  H.  Daniel,  F.  F.  Brown,  G.  Savage  Martin,  Q.  W.  Ottley,  Q.  W.  Ledeatt,  D.  Cranstoun,  E. 
Lipscombe,  Joseph  Lavicount,  Samuel  Bourne,  O.  Nugent,  J.  Bennett,  T.  Morrison,  James  Salmon, 
F.  B.  OUley,  G.  Bispham,  James  Sheriff,  S.  A.  Turner,  W.  Allen. 

Col.  Hon.  F.  F.  Brown  was  requested  to  take  the  chair. 

It  was  then  unanimously  resolved  that  the  annexed  scale  of  labour  be  adopted,  it  being  calculated 
to  insure,  on  the  cme  hand,  equitable  remuneration  to  an  average  labourer  fbr  hb  toil,  and  on  the 
other,  a  fair  portion  of  work  to  the  plantation. 

That  the  portion  of  work  assigned  to  each  labourer  by  the  scale  be  considered  as  a  defined  **  day's 
work,"  the  day  to  consist  of  all  the  hours  between  sun-rise  and  sun-iet,  less  only  the  usual  half  hour 
to  breakfast,  and  two  hours  at  noon  to  dinner. 

That  the  same  rate  of  wages  be  paid  to  all  labourers  for  the  same  portion  of  vrork,  without  reference 
to  their  place  of  domicile. 

That  all  wages  be  paid  in  money  only.  No  rum  to  be  distributed;  but  industrious  and  deserving 
labourers  may  be  presented  with  a  portion  of  sweets,  not  exceeding  a  quart  in  a  week« 

That  no  superintendent  of  job  gang  be  employed.  Job  gangs  are  to  be  worked  under  all  the 
arrangements  of  the  estate  on  which  they  are  employed,  and  no  other. 

That  a  standing  committee  of  the  Association,  consisting  of  a  resident  in  each  division  of  the  district 
comprehended  within  its  limits,  be  appointed  by  the  chairman* 

That  all  persons  are  invited  to  communicate  any  deviations  from  the  rules  of  the  Association  to 
such  resident  committee-man,  who  will  enquire  into  the  fact ;  and,  if  need  be,  request  the  chainnan 
of  the  Association  to  call  a  general  meeting. 

That  the  proceedingrs  of  this  meeting  be  printed,  and  circulated  for  the  information  of  all 
concerned. 

F.  F.  BRowN,<Chairman. 


SCALE  REFERRED  TO. 


For  tying  up  and  stacking  trash  in  heaps,  at  convenient 
distances,  upon  land  which  has  made  two  hhds.  of  sugar 
per  acre,  or  more     .•••... 

Roll  trash  off  rat  toon  land,  preparatory  to  holing  or  ploughing 

Stumping  up  fresh  stools       ...... 

Holing  S^  square  holes  in  light  land  not  ploughed  six  inches 


Number  of  Labour- 
ers required  to 
perform  the  Work 
on  an  Acre  of  Land 
in  a  Pay. 


H 
to  clear  an  acre. 
H  per  acre. 
Z^  per  do. 


Number  of  3^  feet 
Square  Holes  which 
each  Labourer  can 
work  in  a  Dttj. 


666 

2,666 
1,015 
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SCALE  REFERRED  TO. 

(ofniimud,) 


Ordinary  weeding  in  fallow  lands 

Weeding  in  landa  which  are  foul    .   .     • 

Do,  do.  very  fowl  •         .         .         . 

Siripping,<  dropping,  and  planting  (one  plant)*  scraping  land 

all  over,  it  lining  cl^an       .        - 

Weeding  »nd  supplying  first  time  very  carefully 
Do.  .  do.  not  fonl,  and  light  weeding 

Subsequent  weedings  .         .         •         .         •         . 

Scraping  «fver  surface  where  very  few  weeds  are,  with  care  . 
Supplying  «)d  dressing  rattoons  •  •'  •  •  • 
Drooping  ©ut  Manure  in  a  two  dog  basket,  well  filled,  and 

heaps  Oduveniently  placed  .         •         »         • 

Each  person  can  dig  monld  and  load  eight  carts  in  a  day, 

not  exaeeding  a  ton  weight  each         •         •         •         • 
Do.  do.  manure 

Carting  dung  or  mould,  according  to  distance,  1 5  loads  for 

each  oirt»  at  the  distance  of  half  a  mile— or  to  travel  15 

miles  per  day  .         •         .         • ;        »         * 


Number  of  Laboar- 
ers  reqaired  to 
perform  the  Work 
00  an  Acre  of  Land 
in  a  ]>ay. 


Number  of  3^  feet 
SqaareHolet  which 

'  each  Labourer  can 
work  ina  Day. 


AKTIGUA. 


2* 

1,292 

H 

666 

..      g 

444   ',  • 

■4*- 

790 

H 

666 

4 

888' 

$i 

9J>9 

2 

1,777 

.2* 

1,292 

12 

300  baskets  to  each 

.        .          :    .        .        . 

°    persou.    300. 

•  r 


!  .  I 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  tHE 


(C.) 
Return  of  the  chief  Articles  of  Import  from  British  North  America,  the  United  States,  and  British 


IMPORTS. 


1835. 


1836. 


1837. 


Ale 

Beer    .     .      . 

Beef  and  Pork 


Butter  and  Lard  . 


156  casks      .     •     •     . 

11*27  br1s.594jhrl8.*     ! 

10    casks,  322^  firkins, 
477  kegs 


20  brls.  11  casks         •      •      . 

18  buskets 

515  brls.  253  hf.-brls.  153  kils 


A  cask,  72  barrels 


B  474  firkins,  143  hf.-arkins, 
L  178  kegs,  15  jars. 


Beans 
Bread 

Bricks 
Barley 
Corn   • 


39  brls.      .      .      . 
247  brls.  50  hf.-brls. 


5  trs.  852  brls.  206  hf.-brls.  1  firkm, 

13  kih,  632  cwt. 
157  firkins,  16  hf.-firkins,  588  kegs, 

50  hf.-kegs,  100  lbs. ;  Lard,  3  jars, 

13  firkins,  177  kegs. 
18  puns.  10  brl.  170  bags      .      .     . 
243  brls.  108  hf.-brls.  92  kgs.  281  bgs. 


Corn  Meal 
Cheese 

Candles     • 
Chairs 

Coffee        .      .      . 
Cocoa 

Cocoa  Nuts     . 
Cigars 

Cider  .  .  .  . 
Cattle  .  .  . 
Cologne  Water  . 
Essences  and  Per- 
fumery 
Fish,  Dried     .      • 


Fish,  Pickled  . 
Fish,  Smoked 
Flour  .      .      . 

> ,    Rye 

Farine 

Hoops 

Horses 

Hard  Wood     . 

Hams 

Hats    .      .      . 

Lumber    . 

Mules 

Onions 


Oats     . 
Olive  Oil 
Potatoes 


Peas    . 

Porter 
Pork    . 
Rice    . 


Refined  Sugar 
Raisins 


Spirits 

Shingles 
Staves 
Salt     . 
Soap    • 
Snuff  . 


Tobacco,  Manufac- 
tured    . 
, ,      Leaf 

Wine   .     •      .      . 
Tarns  ,     •     .     • 


6000  .     .      •     . 
8318  bus.  318  brls. 


1462  puns.  1844  brls. 
2925  lbs  .... 


959  boxes 
160  .  . 
93  brls.  . 
6  trs. 


398  puns.  2779  brls.  5077  bags, 

1000  ears. 
433  puns.  234  brls.     .      .      . 
408  cases,   2   casks,  8   brls. 

3296  lbs. 

851  boxes 

64 

56  brls.  70  bags    .... 
61  brls 


17  brls.  14  kegs,  100  jugs      .      .      . 
281  brls.  2704  bags,  20,285  bus.      . 

2162  puns.  5334  brls 

51    casks,   225  boxes,  368  cheeses, 

5757  H)s. 

370  boxes 

13 


105  hf.-brls.  17  bags,  3  casks,  2  boxes. 
19  brls.  1  box,  70  bags,  600  lbs.  .  . 
13,500 


7000, 195  cases. 
2  brls.      .      .     . 
146  head        .      . 


897  hhds.  3703  brls.  127 
boxes,  21  drums. 


357  boxes 

96  brls 

271  head 

75  boxes 

1  box,  4  baskets,  7  trunks 

3396   brls.    33  hf.-brls.   297 
casks. 


12,081  brls.  10024  ditto 


15,500     .... 

49 

756  ps 

5  cwt.  2  qr.  14  lbs.  . 
4  cases,  214  dozen  • 
2,832.358  ft.       .      . 

70 

2540  brls.      .      .      . 


419  brls. 


85  tons,  302  trs.  828  bgs. 
50  brls. 


9937  galls.  91  dimigians, 

58  cans,  15  casks 
3,713,325      .      .     .      . 

753,246 

947  bus.  394  brls.     .      . 


4  boxes 

97  boxes,  36  jars 

35  hhds.  18  bales      .     . 

92  tuns,   164  cases,  64 
casks,  5  baskets. 

210  dozen,  2  brls.     .      . 


120  brls. 


Cod  fish  33  hhds.  381  casks^ 

20  boxes,  650  qtls. 
8936  brls.  1154  hf.-brls.   .      . 
118  brls 


37,332        .      .      . 
14        .... 
1299  ps.     .      .      . 
57  brls.  59  cwt.  2  qr. 
9  pkgs.  11,964  loose 
1,309,430  ft.    .      . 

39 

1100  bunches 


2  brls.  150  bush 

30  boxes,  47  bsks.  8  demigians 

13  hhds.  490  brls.  549  ham- 
pers. 

20  hhds.  187  brls.  754  bus. 
310  bags. 

76  hhds.  22  hf.-hhds.       .      . 

779  brls.  231  hf.-brls.       .     . 

71  trs.  211  bags    .... 


228  boxes,  10  hf. -boxes    •      . 
3  puns.  Rum,  10,354  galls.    . 


6,671,509        .      .      .      .      . 

233,107 

778  brls 

56  boxes    

2  boxes,  58  botts.  115  jars 

17  kegs,  1  cask,  1 5  trees. 

31  hhds.  10  brls.  57  boxes      . 

6  hhds.  7  pipes,  85  tuns,  677 
cases,  61  casks,  832  galls.  6 
baskets. 

12  990  lbs 


225  boxes,  12  hf.-boxes,  2  kgs.  10 brls. 

72  brls.  83  boxes 

387  head 

14  boxes 

2  trunks,  2  boxes      •        .... 

55  drums,  709  casks,  602  hhds.  226 
.    trs.  2314  qtls.  319  brls.  419  boxes, 

30  hf.-boxes. 
2903  brls.  56  hf.-brls.  232  kils   .      . 


50  boxes 


7718  brls.  100  hf.-brls 

316  brls 

15  hf.-brls.  32  bags 

6950 

246 

118-2  ps 

vide  beef,  &c 

20  and  4  brls.  409  dozen,  1  package 

2,887,955  ft 

43 


6  crates,   20  boxes,  5200  bunches, 
10,000  lbs. 

90  puns.  827  bags,  50  brls.    .      .     . 
1  box,  38  baskets,  1  jar    .      .     . 
405    brls.    2    boxes,    559   hampers, 

400  bus. 
81  puns.  503  brls.  20  hf.-brls.  729 

bag^,  2543  bus. 

12  casks 

vide  beef,  &c 

166  trs.  103  hf.-trs.  12  brls.  334  bags, 

350  lbs. 

13  puns.  1  brl 

7  brls.  363  qr.-boxes,  1  cask,  14  jars, 
8  kegs,  1  cwt. 

1  cask,  6180  galls 


2,957,150 

205,010 

517  brls.  940  bus.  .  . 
188  boxes,  2  kegs  .  . 
8  boxes,  149  jars,  33  botts. 


3^  kegs,  17  jars 


49  hhds.  96  bales,  18  trs.  10  brls.  15 

bags,  5  kegs,  25  lbs. 
65  tuns,  3  pipes,  15  hhds.  35  qr.-casks, 

2  brls.  118  cases,  7  demigians,  18 

baskets,  1346  galls. 
1   pun.  7  casks,  79  brls.    15  bags, 

1131  cwt.  ^^  ^ 
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(C.) 
and  Foreign  West  Indies*  showing  the  quantities  for  each  year,  from  1835  to  1840  inclusive. 


1888. 


1839. 


1840. 


83  casks 

18hds. 

208brl8. 


1120  kegs;  lard,  334  kegs 


821  brls. 


60,000 

529  kegs     . 

4d  pitns.  310  brls.  1237  bags,  30,480 

bus. 
2351  puns.  4348  brls. ..... 

10  hampers,  1401  and  5900  lbs.   ,     . 


26  brs.  20  half  brls. 

3  brls. 

(and  bams)  24971  cwt.  612  brls.  17 

trs.  6  hams. 
3  puns.  537  kegs,  37  hf.-kegs ;  lard, 
45  kegs. 

7  brls.  151  bus. 

50  puns.  1230  brls.  284  hf.-brls,  85 
qr.-brls.  388  boxes,  308  kegs. 

16,000 .      .     . 

97  brls.  200  kegs,  7  jugs. 

2007  bags,  26,260  bus.  28  pims. 

1892  puns.  7869  brls.      .     . 

796  boxes,  5877  lbs.  ...  . 


1933  boxes 
85    .      .      . 


54  brls 

10  brls.  56  bags 

12,498 

14  brls.  270  boxes 

82  brls.  12  cases 

487  head . 

86  packages 

10  trunks,  8  boxes,  38  padcages  . 

1380  casks,  334  boxes,  352  qtls.  45 
drums. 


2809  brls.  25  kils 


1072  boxes 

229. 

59  brls.  3  bags. 

61  lbs.  15  bs^,  2  cwt. 

14^480 

267  cases,  20  lbs.  3400  loose  •     .     . 
20  cases,  66  brls. 

821  head 

74  boxes,  1  basket,  6  boxes    •     •  I   . 
4  trunks,  1  basket,  I  box. 

1383  hhds.  124  trs.  225  brls.   1435 
boxes,  34  qtls.  235  drums 

1248  brls.  20  hf.-brls.  93  kegs,  18 

hf.-brls. 
153  boxes. 


10,041  brls,  654  ditto 
25  brls.        .      .      . 

7  brls 

13,050,  500  bdls.   . 
360 


764  ps.  8974  ft.      .      . 
9  brls.  500  and  274  cwt. 

14,124 

2,871,636  ft.     .      .      . 

149 

15,063  bunches      .      . 


15,035  brls.  315  bei-bris. 

364  brls. 

7  brls.  3  bags. 

50  bdls.  30,086     .      . 

148. 

1171  ps 


20  puns.  355  bags»  502  bus.    •     .  . 

53  baskets,  16.  boxes    •     .      •      •  . 

16  hhds.  799  hrls.  319  hampers   .  . 

2  hhds.  50  brls.  156  bags^  209  bus.  . 


3  cases,  7057  loose     •*..•. 

1,665,687  ft. 

252. 

4350  bunches,  19^567  lbs«  60  brls. 

5000  ropes. 
53  hhds.  437  bags,  400  bus.  50  brls. 
34  baskets^  55  boxes,  17  boU.  27  jogs 
22   bags,   1746  brls.  788  hampers, 

845  bus. 
2260  bus.  492  baga,  224  brU.     .     . 


L91  hhds.  .  . 
1175  brls.  .  . 
133  trs.  740  bags 


31  hhds. 


3  puns. 

80  baskets,  172  boxes 


36  brls.  2132  bagv  144  trs.  95  h£-tra. 

2  puns.  6  loaves,  1  cwt.  1  qc  24  lb.    . 
189  boxes 


19,741  galls. 


17,687  galls. 


1,932.174 

1,174.513   ....... 

80  tons,  1684  brls 

698  boxes 

244  jars,    1  barl.   6  cases,  1  basket, 

224  lbs. 
58  kegs,  36  boxes 

63  hhds.  45  bales,  35  boxes    . 

ir3  hhds.  122  qr.-casks,  14  pipes, 
308  cases,  1  brl.  4  demigians,  52 
hf.-tuns. 

400  lbs 


2,487,265 

798,958 

306  brls.  120  bus. 

51  boxes.  36  cakes       ..... 

206  Jars,  1  case,  128  bott.  76  lbs.      . 

1  cask,  1  case,  1  chest,  3  kegs,  50 

boxes. 
45  hhds.  75  brls.  1  box 

22  casks,  55  cases,  99  tuns,  238  galls. 


4  brls. . 


581  casks. 

142$  firkins;  lard,  180  kegs. 


164  bos. 
1752  casks. 


45,000. 


1-232  puns.  4363  brls.  11,479  bus. 
25,000  lbs. 

1660  boxes. 


2700. 
475  boxes. 

698  head. 
25a  bottles. 


3395  casks. 
2749  casks. 

7542  brls. 

5289. 

1880  ps. 
130  casks. 
3943. 
3,096,623  ft. 


192  casks. 

970  b«s. 
30  baskets. 
2496  brls. 

1822  bags. 

41  hhds. 
2988  casks. 

323&bags. 

35  puns. 
434  boxes. 

2903  galls. 

2,525,817. 
191,134. 

194  boxes. 
115  bottles. 

101  boxes. 

70  hhds. 

46  tuns,  1426  galls. 

772  bags. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


32 


PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 


ANTlGUA. 


(D). 

Abstract  Retorm  of  the  Annual  Amounts  of  Imports  and  Exports,  and  of  Tonnage,  Inwards  and 

Outwards,  for  each  of  the  Six  Years  ending  with  December  1840. 


Imports. 

ExroBTs. 

ToNNAOa. 

Year. 

Foieigo,  &c. 

British. 

TOTAU 

Chiefly  to  Grett  Britain. 

Ih.            Oat. 

1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 
1839 
1840 

£        s.    d. 

138,985     2    2 

94,010  18    6 

85,130  17     8 

85,589     1     2 

123,927  18     5 

110,603  12     2 

155,310 
148,634 
152,984 
142,704 
184,554 
161,584 

£              t. 

294,295    2 
242,644  18 
238,114  17 
228,293     1 
308,481  18 
272,187  12 

d. 
2 
6 
6 
2 
5 
2 

£          9.     d. 
198,269  19     1 
201,591  12    6 
99,423  13     3 
895,172  12     3 
867,980     3     4 
401,952    4     6 

84,061     83,325 
27,945     28,952 
27,180    25,689 
33,310     35,610 
37,902    37,880 
37,609     37,376 

£          *.     d. 
Average  of  Six  Years    264,002  18    4 

£         8.    d. 
Average  of  Six  Tears    277,398    7    5 

(E.) 

MfeMORiNDiTM  of  Quantities  of  Arrow  (Root,  Tamarinds,  and  Yams  exported  in  each  of  the  Six 

Years,  ending  with  December  1840. 


1835. 

1836. 

1837. 

1838. 

1839. 

1840. 

Arrow  Root. 

700  casks,  290  boxes, 
49  kegs,  58  barrels 

98  casks, 
573  boxes 

17  brls.,  106  boxes, 
520  Ibi. 

424  boxes, 
109  barrels 

479  boxes,  50jl 
brls.,  90  kegs 

482  pkgs. 

Tamarinds. 

26  kegs,  3  jars,  4  bar- 
rels, 77  boxes 

32  kegs,  1 
brl.  5  jars 

10  brls.  83  kegs,  79 
jars  60  lbs. 

31  jars, 
70  kegs 

16  brls.  121 
kegs,  82  jars 

No  Return 

Yams. 

13  barrels 

1  Irs.  2  brls. 

24brls.  20cwt. 

21  barrels 

4barrds 

NoRetum 

End.  2,  in  No.  4.  Enclosure  2,  in  No.  4. 

Sir,  St.  John's,  7th  October  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  my  periodical  Reports  for  the 
quarter  ending  on  the  Ist  of  October. 

His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  I  have^  &c. 

Administering  the  Greneral  Govermneut,         (Signed)  John  Gray, 

&c.  &c  &c.  Stipendiary  Justice. 

St  John's,  Antigua,  1st  October,  1841. 

Answers  to  the  Questions  contained  in  the  Circular  Despatch  of  his  Excellency  Major  MacfAiail, 

dated  14th  June,  1841. 

Firgt. — General  Character  and  Condition  of  the  Peasantry. 

The  peasantry  are  in  general  orderly  and  submissive  to  the  laws,  and  although  we  cannot  boast  of 
an  entire  exemption  from  crimes  of  an  aggravated  nature,  such,  when  compared  with  the  extent  of 
our  population,  are  not  of  frequent  occurrence. 

The  calendar  of  persons  for  trial  at  the  Quarterly  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  and  Grand  Sessions  of 
the  Peace,  which  is  now  sitting,  contains  thirty -three  cases :  two  of  these  have  been  tried,  and  the 
parties  have  been  convicted,  one  a  young  man  who  had  carnal  knowledge  of  an  infant  between  nine 
and  ten  years  old ;  and  the  other  an  elderly  man,  who  attempted  to  commit  a  rape  on  the  body  of  a 
woman  who  is  blind  and  bed-ridden :  the  offenders  have  been  sentenced  to  two  years'  imprisonment  in 
the  House  of  Correction,  with  hard  labour,  and  the  younger  delinquent  will  pass  one  month  of  each 
year  in  solitary  confinement  The  calendar  also  contains  three  cases  of  malicious  stabbing,  an  offence 
which  I  am  sorry  to  perceive  has  become  more  common  than  it  formerly  was :  in  these,  as  in  former 
instances  of  the  same  description,  the  parties  appear  not  to  have  been  guilty  of  a  premeditated  crime, 
but  to  have  acted  under  the  momentary  impulse  of  ungovemed  passion. 

I  cannot  close  my  remarks  under  this  head  without  adverting  to  the  recent  attempt  to  burn  the 
house  of  Mr.  Walter,  a  store-keeper  and  extensive  baker  in  this  town :  I  have  examined  the  premises, 
and  am  convinced  that  it  was  the  aet  of  an  incendiary,  but  the  perpetrator  is  as  yet  undiscovered. 

Second, — Relations  between  the  Peasantry  and  the  Proprietors. 

In  the  district  to  which  my  duties  are  more  immediately  confined,  the  valley  and  old  road,  the 
greater  part  of  the  peasantry  are  domiciled  on  estates  as  labourers  under  a  general  hiring :  they  can 
earn  with  ease  from  three  shillings  and  four  pence  to  four  shillings  sterling  per  week,  and  raise  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  sheep,  goats,  swine,  and  feathered  stock  :  of  the  remainder,  some  reside  in  cot- 
tages erected  on  land  which  they  have  either  bought  or  leased,  and  others  appear  to  have  no  fixed 
place  of  residence  but  sojourn  with  their  friends  and  relatives.  Many  of  those  who  are  termed  ^*  Inde- 
pendents "  are  comprised  in  this  class.  These  individuals  are  employed,  as  occasion  may  require,  on 
estates  which  have  not  a  resident  peasantry  adequate  to  their  cultivation,  and  are  consequently  to  a 
great  extent  migratory. 

Very  few  of  the  second  class  are  permanently  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  the  staple  production  of 
the  colony,  and  those  who  are  not  tradesmen  or  mechanics  depend  principally  on  the  produce  of  their 
grounds :  when  these  means  of  subsistence  fail,  or  are  exhaustCMi,  some  recur  to  kibour  in  the  field  as  a 
subsidiary  mode  of  supporting  themselves. 

To  cut  wood  for  fuel  and  to  prepare  charcoal  appears  to  be  a  favourite  occupation  with  many  of 
these  individuals,  and  would  be  a  laudable  «)ne  if  the  parties  dealing  in  these  articles  came  honesUy 
into  the  ppssessbn  of  them,  but  this  unfortunately  can  seldom,  if  ever,  be  the  case  afier  the  first 
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clearing  of  their  land ;  and  those  proprietors  who  have  woods  or  coppices  on  their  estates,  are  subject 
to  serious  inconvenience  by  the  destruction  of  their  trees. 

Most  of  the  peasantry  who  do  not  reside  on  estates  own  the  fee-simple  of  their  tenements,  but  the 
possession  of  ten  acres  of  land  in  the  country,  or  of  a  house  in  a  town  assessed  at  twenty  pounds  cur- 
rency per  annum,  is  the  minimum  of  property  that  confers  the  privilege&of  a  freeholder,  and  very  few 
have  been  able  to  effect  a  purchase  to  this  extent. 

No  census  of  the  population  having:  been  taken  since  the  abolition  of  slavery,  I  cannot  say  whether 
there  has  been  an  increase  or  a  decrease  in  the  rate  of  mortality  during  the  last  seven  years. 

Third, — New  Institutions,  as  Churches,  Schools,  Savings'  Banks,  Benefit  Societies,  &c. 

The  only  new  institution  in  progress  in  this  district  is  an  enlarged  school  in  connexion  with  the 
Established  Church.    Friendly  societies  exist  in  every  parish,  but  there  are  no  savings'  banks. 

Fourth. — State  and  Prospects  of  Cultivation. 

Want  of  continuous  labour  is  still  a  subject  of  complaint,  and  the  want  will  be  more  severely  felt  at 
no  very  distant  period  if  the  parents  of  the  rising  generation  do  not  train  their  children  to  agricultural 
pursuits  more  generally  than  they  now  do. 

Notwithstanding  what  I  have  said,  I  believe  it  to  be  the  fact  that  the  cane  is  cultivated  as  exten- 
sively now  as  it  was  under  a  state  of  slavery  ;  but  to  efiect  this  object  the  planter  has  been  compelled 
to  abandon,  almost  entirely,  the  cultivation  of  provisions,  and  that  portion  of  his  estate  which  formerly 
was  appropriated  to  an  intermediate  or  rotation  crop  of  yams,  eddoes,  potatoes,  or  corn,  now  lies  an 
unproductive  fallow.  ,  ... 

The  crop  of  the  last  year  was  below  the  average,  and  did  not  exceed  ten  thousand  hogsheads,  nor 
is  the  next  likely  to  be  larger,  the  canes  having  suffered  severely  from  drought  during  the  months  of 
August  and  September. 

It  may  be  proper  for  me  here  to  mention  that  Agricultural  Associations  have  been  formed  in  seve- 
-raf  parts  of  the  island,  with  the  view  of  defining  what  quantity  of  work  shall  in  future  be  deemed  a 
**  day's  labour,''  and  that  it  is  proposed  that  the  scale  adopted  at  Barbados  during  the  apprentice- 
ship shall  form  the  basis  of  the  plan.    The  details  of  the  plan,  however,  are  not  matured,  and  I 
apprehend  that  the  contemplated  measure  will  prove  a  failure. 

Fifth. — Improvements  and  Discoveries. 
I  cannot  instance  any  modem  improvement  in  the  system  of  cultivation,  or  the  introduction  of  any 
new  machinery  or  new  manufocture. 

Sixth.— Si^ie  of  internal  traffic 

The  internal  traffic  of  the  island,  with  a  few  exceptions  not  worth  noticing,  is  confined  to  the  sale  or 
barter  of  fresh  meat,  (ish,  poultry,  milk,  fruit,  and  vegetables,  every  article  of  consumption,  beyond 
these,  as  well  as  every  article  of  clothing,  being  imported. 

The  peasant  rarely  consumes  the  stock,  or  much  of  the  provisions  that  he  raises,  but  generally 
converts  them  into  money,  and  purchases  salted  meat,  wheaten  flour,  peas,  rice,  or  Indian  meal :  malt 
liquor  is  becoming  a  fiivourite  beverage  with  this  class  of  persons,  and  wines  of  an  expensive  descrip- 
tion are  not  unfrequently  produced  at  their  marriages  and  funerals ;  on  occasions  of  festivity,  particu- 
larly at  wedding-feasts  and  balls,  the  females  are  dressed  in  the  most  extravagant  attire,  but  usually 
they,  as  well  as  the  men,  are  frugal  in  their  habits  and  abstemious  in  their  diet 

The  increased  circulation  of  money,  consequent  on  the  wages  of  the  laboureis  being  paid  in  cash, 
has  led  to  an  increased  demand  for  goods  of  British  manufacture ;  and  in  addition  to  articles  of  a 
coarser  description^  which  are  adapted  for  daily  wear,  broad  cloths,  silks,  muslins,  and  trinkets,  are  in 
constant  requisition  :  in  selecting  these  items  of  his  invoice,  the  merchant  can  have  no  safer  guide  than 
the  London  fashions  for  the  season,  even,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  although  his  sales  should  be  con- 
fined to  the  recently  emancipated  peasant. 

In  concluding  this  Report,  I  must  observe  that  the  improved  condition  of  our  social  system  has 
affected  the  quantity  rather  than  the  quality  of  our  imports,  and  that  any  alteration  which  may  have 
taken  place  in  this  respect  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  enlarged  consumption  of  those  articles  of  comfort 
and  of  luxury  which,  while  slavery  existed,  were  beyond  the  means  of  the  labourer. 

(Signed)  John  Gray, 
Stipendiary  Justice. 


ANTIGUA. 


Antigua  Police  Office,  English  Harbour. 
Names  of  Persons  who  have  been  ejected,  from  1st  day  of  July  to  the  SOth  day  of  September,  1841. 

Nil. 


Names  of  Persons  committed  as  idle  and  disorderly,  from  1st  day  of  July  to  the  30th  day  of 
September,  1841. 


2^aineft  of  Persoos 

committed  as 

Idle  and   Disorderly 

Pemoits. 


Names  of  Persont 

committed  as 

Rogues  and  Vagabonds 

and  as 
incorrigible  Rogues. 


Jessy  Anderson 


Date 

of  every  such 
conviction. 


31st  August  . 


Names  of  the  Informer, 

and  the 

grounds  on  which 

the  Conviction  proceeded. 


Kesiah  Johnson   .... 
Wandering   abroad,  and 
behaving  in  a  riotous  and  disorderly  manner. 

Thomas  Lightfoot. .  1  7th  September.  I  Assistant  Inspector  of  Police, 
and  John  Antigua.  |  '  |      Wandering   abroad,    not 

having  any  vnible  means  of  subsistence,  and  not 
giving  any  good  account  of  themselves. 

Dorcas   •  •  •   •  •   .  I  14th  September  {Assistant  Inspector  of  Police. 
I  I    Wandering    abroad,    not 

having  any  visble  means  of  subsistence,  and  not 
giving  any  good  account  of  himself. 

Grace     .   •   •  •  •   .i  2 1st  September  I  Assistant  Inspector  ofPolice. 
I  I     Wandering   abroad,    not 

having  any  visible  means  of  subsistence,  and  not 
giving  any  good  account  of  herself. 


The  length  of  Time 

for  which 

they  were  to  continue 

in  force. 


Fourteen  days'  hard  labour 
in  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection. 

One  month  aach  hard 
labour  in  the  House  of 
Correction. 

Committed  to  the  House  of 
Correction  for  3  months, 
without  hard  labour,  being 

in  a  general  state  of  disease. 

Committed  to  the  House 
of  Correction  for  one 
month,  with  hard  labour. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 


ANTIGUA.         Names  of  Penons  who  b«?e  ewUfed  into  any  Cootraci  of  S^rviot,  ftoai  Iti  Say  of  July  lo  the  SOth 
day  of  September,  1841. 

Nil 


Names  of  Persons  who  have  been  pnnished  for  the  Non-performance  of  any  Contract  of  Senriee,* 
from  Ist  day  of  July  to  the  30th  day  of  September^  1841. 


Names  of  Penont 

apuDfl  wIkwi  1   bare 
proDotinced  Sentenee,  or 

Dateoftvdi 

Gionadt  on  which 

Namoi  of  Persons  whom 

Information  or  Initance 

•nch  Sentenea  or  Ordar 

was  made. 

Natare  and  Amoant 

made  Order  for  ioflic- 

Sentence  or  Order. 

swm  Sentenoe 

of  the  PoniahaMBk 

tion  of  aD]r  Puoishment 
for  tlie  NoD-performaBce 

or  Order  proceeded. 

awarded. 

of  Contract  or  Serrice. 

Primas 

6th  July      . 

Neglect  of  duty    . 

James  Sfdmon 

Forfeit    10    days' 

Dennis . 

20th  July      . 

n           f9           >» 

CudgoeBlue  . 

wages. 
99           •        •> 

John  Patrick,    aUas 

Badge 

20th  July     • 

«»♦•»? 

George  Gale   • 

«             9, 

Henry  Edward 

20th  July      . 

Misdemeanor 

George  Gale  . 

n             S         n 

Edward 

20th  July      . 

n           f*           n 

George  CkJe  . 

99                 4             « 

Bob,  alias  Bob  Ro- 

berts 

20th  July      . 

»•»»»♦ 

Geoige  Gale  . 

Reported  and  dis- 
missed. 

Edward  Beckesh     . 

27th  July      . 

Withhddhig  wages 

EUsabethCole 

Ordered    to     pay 

wages  forthwith. 

Thomas  Wilson 

27th  July      . 

n           n           9* 

Mark     . 

9*       9,     lOt.     ,, 

Thomas  Wilson 

27th  July      . 

1>                 t9                 9f 

William 

99      9»     12x.    M 

Wellington 

27th  July      . 

Misdemeanor 

John  Roden    • 

Forfeit  ten  days' 
wages. 

Joe  Ony 

«7thJuly      . 

M                99                >» 

John  Roden  . 

Committed  to  hard 
labour    for    ten 
days,    House    of 
Correction. 

Sam 

27th  July      . 

»»           >»            n 

John  Roden  • 

Return  to  his  wock, 
and  give  one 
month^  notice  to 

Rutby  . 

27th  July      . 

Breach  of  contract 

Amelia  Bnxl    . 

quit. 
Committed  to  hard 
labour     for      14 
days.    House   of 
Correction. 

Jacob    •          . 

10th  Ang^t. 

Misdemeanor 

George  S.  Bladen     • 

CommiUed  to  hard 
labour  for  ten 
days,   House    of 

• 

Correction. 

Louisa  Williams 

10th  August. 

Breach  of  contract 

Phoebe  Lovell 

Defendant  repri- 
manded, and  or- 
dered to  return  to 
her  work. 

JohnLmris    • 

ICth  August. 

O                 99                 t» 

Thomas  C.  Walter    . 

19                  99                    t» 

Natty   • 

24th  August. 

Neglect  of  duty    . 

George  Gale  . 

Forfeit  fourteen 
days'  wages. 

Eleanor  and  Rachiel 

7th  September 

Breach  of  contract 

James  Salmon 

Reprimanded,  and 
ordered  to  return 
to  the  estate. 

Sophia  . 

31  St  August . 

Neglect  of  duty     . 

Thos.  Joseph  Derrick 

Forfeit  three  days' 

Betsey  Charles 

31st  August  . 

Misdemeanor 

John  Hudson . 

w^ges. 

9»                 ^                  99 

William  Grant 

Slst  August  . 

Breach  of  contract 

JohnRodan    . 

«9                 1^                 9» 

John  Georgre. 

7th  September 

»                f»                 99 

David  Craastoun 

Reprimanded,  and 
ordered  to  return 

to  estate. 

Edward  Mason 

7th  September 

Neglect  of  duty    • 

99               99                99 

99                t9                »9 

Peggy  Brown, 

7th  September 

99               '9»                  99 

9*                99               »9 

Forfeit  fifteen  days 

Joe  Guy 

7th  September 

Breach  of  contract 

John  Roden   ^ 

Wages. 

Reprimanded,  and 
to  work. 

Catherine 

I4th  September 

»•                 99                  99 

John  Hudson  . 

Dismissed      firom 
esUte. 

Jc^Muina 

UthSeptembei 

•9                 99                   99 

f          M          n           • 

Forfeit  six  days' 
wages. 
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ANTI6CA.— 'Bucklky'8  Names  of  Persons  who  have  been  po^lBhed  for  the  Non-performance  of  any 
Contract  of  Service,  for  the  Quarter  ended  SOth  September. 


ANTIGUA. 


Names  of  Penoat 
agaiDst  whom  I  hare 
pronoQDced  Sentence, 
or  made  Order  for 
infliction  of  unj 
Paniihmeot  for  Non- 
performance oi 
Contract  of  Servioea. 


1.  John  . 

2.  Philemon.  • 

8.  Emanuel  •  . 

4.  Simon      •  • 


5.*Edw.  G.  Bryan 


6.  Francois . 


Date  of 

such 

Sentence  or 

Order. 


17  July 


4  Sept 


Grounds  on  which  such 
Sentence  proceeded. 


Ill-usage  of  cattle 
entrusted  to  his 
care,  and  by  neg- 
lect occasioning 
thedeathofanox 

Ill-usage  of  an  ass 


Absence       without 

leave 
Ditto  for  thirty-one 

days. 


Withholding  wages 
due. 

Quitting  estate  before 
his  notice  had  ex- 
pired 


Names  of  Penons 

at  whose 

Information  or  Instance 

such 
Sentence  or  Order  was 


Nature  and 
Amount  of  the  Punish- 
ment awarded. 


Samuel  Gore,  lessee 
of  Bath  Lodge 
Estate 


Ditto. 

Ditto 
Ditto 


Samuel  Barter  . 
Samuel  Gore 


One  month's  impri- 
sonment in  the 
House  of  Correc- 
tion, with  hard 
labour. 

To  forfeit  to  the  es- 
tate fourteen  days* 
wag^s. 

Reprimanded  and 
ordered  to  pay  fee. 
Fourteen  days'  impri- 
sonment in  the 
House  of  Correc- 
tion,  with  hard 
labour. 

Defendant  agreed  to 
pay  wages  claimed. 

Oitiered  to  return 
and  work  the  two 
days  required. 


WUJ.IAM  Walkss,  J.  P.,  abd  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 

Note. — ^Answer  to  Question,  No.  1.  Any  Ejectments? — ^Nil. 
Ditto,       ditto,  —   2.  Any  Vagrants?— Nil. 

Ditto,       ditto,  —    8.  Any  special  Contracts  ? — ^Nil. 

W.  Walker,  J.  P. 


Amtioua,  1841. — Quarterly  Abstract  of  Cases  heard  at  the  Police  Office,  English   Harbour, 
before  William  Walker,  J.  P.,  and  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  and  George  Black,  J.  P. 


JULT. 

August, 

Sbptbmber. 

OflTence. 

Conv. 

DUm. 

TOTAX.. 

Cony. 

Diam. 

TOTAL. 

Coot. 

Ditm. 

Total. 

Fraud 

Police  Act    . 

Trespass  of  Persons 

Assault  and  Battery 

Breach  of  cfontract 

Trespass  of  Cattle 

Mai.  Injury  to  Property 

Larceny 

Vagrancy     . 

Felony 

Shooting  Licence  Act 

Bound  over  to  the  Peace 

2 
2 

7 

13 
3 

5 

1 

1 

•  • 
>  .  • 

3 

10 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

12 
2 

13 

14 
3 
6 
2 

•  • 

1 

. . 
2 

•  • 
4 
1 
7 
7 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 
13 
1 
6 
5 

'  I 

S 

1 

IT 
2 

13 
12 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

9 

•  • 

7 

•  • 

•  • 

8 

7 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
3 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

• . 
1 
1 
1 

•  • 

3 

« • 
2 

7 

•  • 

1 

• » 
6 
1 
1 

I 

58 

62 

22 

Monthly  Average  of  Cases,  47. 

N«  B.  The  small  number  of  Cases  heard  in  September  may  be  accounted  for  by  reason  of  there 
having  been  no  Cases  brought  forward  at  two  successive  sittings,  the  larger  portion  of  the 
parties  being  engaged  in  town  at  the  Sessions. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 


ANTIGUA.        Quarterly  Abstract  of  Gases  heard, at  Backley's,  before  William  Walker,  J.  P.  and  Stipendiary 
—  Magistrate,  and  David  Cranstoun,  J.  P. 


July. 

August. 

SsPTElfBBR. 

OFFENCE. 

ConT. 

Dism. 

Total. 

Conv. 

Diim. 

Total. 

CODV. 

Dism. 

TOTAL. 

Breach  of  Contract 

2 

5 

7 

4 

•  • 

4 

Assault  and  Battery 

1 

•   • 

1 

2 

•  • 

2 

Larceny 

•• 

•• 

•  • 

2 

•• 

2 

Fraud 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

Bound  over  to  the  Peace 

••" 

•• 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

4 

9 

•      • 

13 

W.  Walker,  J.  P.  and  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


St.  John,  Antigua,  1st  October,  1841. 

Names  of  persons  who  under  any  order  made  by  me,  singly  or  jointly,  will  have  been  ejected 
during  the  preceding  quarter  from  any  land  or  buildings  in  virtue  of  powers  in  nie 
vested  by  any  law  now  in  force  in  this  colony. 

Nil. 
Names  of  all  persons  convicted  during  the  preceding  quarter  by  me  singly,  or  jointly  with  any 
other  magistrate,  as  rogues  and  vagabonds,  or  as  incorrigible  rogues ;  and  the  date  of  every  such 
conviction,  the  name  of  the  informer,  the  ground  on  which  the  conviction  proceeded,  and  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  punishment. 

Uh  September^  1841. — ^William  Hamilton,  Complainant ; — Maria  Tibner,  Defendant. 
The  defendant,  who  is  a  common  prostitute,  having  been  committed  before  me  of  having  used 
very  obscene  language,  under  the  windows  of  Mr.  Hamilton's  house,  and  in  the  presence  of  his  wife 
and  family,  was  sentenced  to  ten  days'  imprisonment  in  the  house  of  correction  with  bard  labour. 

Third — ^Names  of  all  persons  who,  during  the  preceding  quarters,  with  my  concurrence  or  sanction, 
have  entered  into  any  contract  for  service. 

Nil. 

Fourth — ^Names  of  all  persons  against  whom  I  have  pronounced  any  sentence,  or  made  any  order 
during  the  preceding  quarter,  authorizing  the  infliction  of  any  punishment  for  the  non-performance 
of  any  contract  for  service,  stating  the  date  of  such  order  or  sentence,  the  grounds  on  which  such 
order  or  sentence  proceeded,  the  name  of  the  person  on  the  information,  or  at  the  instance  of  whom 
the  same  was  made,  and  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  punishment  awarded  in  each  case. 

l9thAugustf  1841. — John  Bell,  Complainant; — ^Violet,  Defendant 

The  defendant,  a  labourer  under  a  general  hiring,  was  convicted  before  me  of  having  absented 
herself  from  her  work  for  two  days  without  any  lawful  cause,  and  was  sentenced  to  forfeit  three  days' 
wages,  and  to  pay  the  costs,  four  shillings  and  six  pence. 

19^  August,  1841. — William  Hamilton,  Complainant; — Meddy,  Defendant. 

The  defendant,  a  labourer,  under  a  general  hiring,  was  convicted  before  me  of  having  absented  him- 
self from  his  work  for  ten  days  without  any  lawful  cause,  and^was  sentenced,  to  forfeit  ten  days'  wages 
and  to  pay  the  costs. 

19/A  August,  1841. — Joseph  Hunter,  Complainant; — Gatty,  Defendant. 

The  defendant,  a  labourer  under  a  general  hiring,  was  convicted  before  me  of  having  absented  her- 
self from  her  work  for  one  day  without  any  lawful  cause,  and  was  sentenced  to  forfeit  one. day's  wages 
and  to  pay  the  costs. 

2Sth  August,  1841, — ^William  Gore,  Complainant ; — Purden,  Defendant. 

The  defendant,  a  domestic  servant,  having  been  convicted  before  me  of  having  neglected  his  duty 
on  several  occasions,  and  in  one  instance  of  having  peremptorily  refused  to  attend  his  master  who  was 
coming  into  this  town  on  business,  was  sentenced  to  seven  day's  imprisonment  in  the  house  of  cor- 
rection with  hard  labour. 

4th  September,  1841. — ^William  Edwards,  Complainant ; — Frederic,  Defendant 

The  defendant,  who  had  charge  of  the  herd  of  cattle  on  the  estate  of  which  the  complainant  is  the 
manager,  permitted  them  to  stray  into  a  field  of  young  canes,  and  was  sentenced  to  forfeit  eighteen 
shillings  of  his  wages,  the  amount  of  the  injury  occasioued  by  his  neglect,  with  costs. 

4th September,  1841. — Charles  Barnard,  Complainant;  —  Pitt  Defendant 

The  defendant  a  labourer  imder  a  general  hiring,  having  absented  himself  for  three  days  and  a  half 
from  his  work  without  any  lawful  cause,  was  sentenced  to  forfeit  three  days  and  a  half  day's  wages, 
five  shillings  and  three-pence. 

4th  September^  1841. — Charles  Barnard,  Complainant;  —  Pit,  Defendant. 

The  defendant,  who  had  charge  of  the  head  of  cattle  on  the  complainant's  estate,  permitted  them  to 
stray  into  a  field  of  young  canes,  and  was  sentenced  to  forfeit  thirty-six  shilliDgs  of  his  wages,  the 
amountof  the  injury  occasioned  by  his  neglect 

As  the  united  penalties  in  these  two  cases  formed  a  large  sum,  to  be  paid  by  a  person  in  the  defend- 
ant's sphere  of  life,  the  costs  were  remitted. 
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ISth  September,  1841. — John  Bell,  Complainant;  —  Abby,  Defendant. 

The  defendant,  a  labourer  under  a  general  hiring,  having  absented  herself  from  her  work  for  two 
days,  was  sentenced  to  forfeit  two  days  wages,  and  to  pay  the  costs. 

(Signed)  John  Gray,  Stipendiary  Justice. 

It  may  be  right  for  me  to  mention  that  the  whole  of  the  above  fine?  and  costs  are  calculated  in  cur- 
rency at  the  rate  of  225  exchange,  or  nine  shillings  currency  to  four  shillings  sterling. 

(Signed)  J.  Gray. 


ANTIGUA. 


(No.  112.)  No.  5. 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieut.-Govemor  Macphail,  Administering  the 
Government  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  to  Lord  Stanley. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Antigua,  25th  November,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  herewith  the  original  and 
duplicate  copies  of  the  Antigua  Blue  Book  for  1841,  in  reference  to  the  contents 
of  which  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  remarks,  premising,  that  from  the 
very  recent  date  of  my  Report  upon  the  Blue  Book  for  1840,  those  remarks  will  of 
necessity  be  on  the  present  occasion  comprised  in  a  much  smaller  compass ;  and 
moreover,  that,  from  the  record  for  1841,  embracing  a  diflPerent  annual  period  to 
those  which  i>receded  it,  and  thus  comprising  a  portion  of  1840,  no  comparison 

can  be  accurately  instituted  between  it  and  the  Blue  Book  for  the  latter  year. 

*  m  m  *  *  *  * 

It  is  right  to  explain  that  the  fact  of  the  colony  having  yet  so  large  a  balance 
in  its  favour,  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  continued  productiveness  of  the  Par- 
liamentary Import  Duties  exceeding  as  they  have  done  any  previous  year,  and 
to  the  receipt  from  the  Customs'  Department  of  upwards  of  £1000  sterling, 
arrears  of  surplus  tonnage  duty,  which  under  some  misapprehension  had  been 
retained  and  sent  to  England  instead  of  having  been  paid  over  as  they  accrued  to 
the  Colonial  Treasury. 

I  subjoin  a  statement  of  the  appropriation  of  the  Legislative  Grant  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor  to  those  for  1839  and  1840,  contained  in  my  last  Report. 


No.  5. 


1841. 


St.  John's 
St  Mary 
St.  Peter 
St.  Philip 
St.  George 
*St.  Paul 


Legislative 
Grant 


£   *.  d. 

1331  8  9 

123  6  0 

148  18  9 

180  1  6 

98  12  6 

367  12  6 

^  ■ 

2250  0  0 


Poor. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1271 

16 

Hi 

140 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

129 

4 

9 

72 

5 

0 

Medical 
AttendaDce. 


£  s.  d. 

75  0  0 

15  0  0 

25  0  0 


Total. 


£     s.    d. 
1346  16  Hi 
155  0  0 

85  0  0 
129  4  9 

72  5  0 


*  The  Return  for  this  Parish  does  not  distinguish  the  items  of  disbursements. 


Out  of  the  public  works  in  progress,  a  large  proportion  are  of  a  reli^ous  and 
educational  character,  and  owe  their  origin  to  the  liberality  of  the  Lord  Bishop  of 
the  diocese  in  appropriating  for  the  purpose  the  requisite  funds  from  contribu- 
tions at  his  disposal.  Besides  those  enumerated  in  the  Return,  the  foundations 
of  a  chapel-school  have  been  laid  at  the  village  of  Augusta,  adjoining  the  ori- 
ginal Independent  settlement  of  Liberta ;  and  to  these  might  have  been  added  the 
erection  of  a  Central  Normal  School  by  the  trustees  of  Lady  Mico's  charity,  at  an 
estimated  outlay  of  £5000  sterling,  but  from  the  operation  of  causes  with  which  I 
am  not  acquainted,  preventing  the  assignment  of  a  piece  of  waste  public  land  for 
the  site  pf  the  building. 

In  touching  upon  the  Returns  of  the  amounts  of  Imports  and  Exports,  it 
becomes  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  present  Returns  are  made  for  a  pe- 
riod differing  from  former  Returns,  viz.  from  30th  September,  1840,  to  30th 
September,  1841.  The  total  value  of  goods  termed  "  enumerated,"  on  which 
duties  are  levied  bjr  the  customs  in  virtue  of  Acts  of  tie  Imperial  Parliament,  is 
given  for  the  year  1841  at  £91,120  11 «.  6c]?.  sterling,  being  an  apparent  decrease 
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ANTIGUA.  of  £19,483,  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  while  few  vessels — ^indeed  scarcely 
any  from  Europe — ^arrive  during  the  /hurricane  months,  the  season  immediately 
preceding  the  date  to  which  the  present  Return  is  made  up,  the  supplies  received 
during  October,  November,  and  jDecember,  are  usually  very  considerable,  both 
as  to  quantity  and  value.  Aeain  the  Treasury  Return,  from  which  alone  can 
be  gathered  any  idea  of  the  vsdue  of  British  goiods  (not  paying  the  Parliamentary 
duties)  exhibits  £161,744  as  the  amount  of  invoice  values  of  the  goods  upon 
which  the  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  duty  has  been  paid  in  the  course  of  they  ear- 
almost  the  same  as  that  for  1840,  which  was  £161,584. 

The  exports  of  1841  fell  for  short  owing  to  the  unfavourable  season  and,  the 
falling  of  prices  in  the  home  market,  both  in  quantity  and  value  of  those  of 
1840.  The  amount  is  recorded  at  £288,379,  leaving  an  apparent  decrease  to  the 
extent  of  £113,573. 

As  much  interest  and  anxiety  are  naturally,  and  at  the  present  time  peculiarly 
felt,  as  to  the  probable  yielding  of  the  sugar  crop  now  in  the  ground,  it  may  lie 
right  for  me  to  state  mv  belief  that  hopes  are  entertained  of  its  proving  consider- 
ably larger  than  that  of  1841,  although  the  rains  have  been  neither  so  general 

nor  so  abundant  as  altog^her  to  vanish  the  fears  of  the  planters  on  that  bead. 

«  *  *  *  «  » 

I  have,  &:c., 

(Signed)  JOHN  MACPHAIL, 

Lieut  *Grovemor,  Administering  the  Greneral  Government. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 
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SCHEDULE. 


No. 

1.  Lieut.-GoTenior  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  to  Lord 
John  Russell. 


Date. 
1841 
Feb.  4 


SUBJECT. 


Page. 


2.  Lieut-GoTemor  Sir  Heury  MacLeod  to  Lord    April  29 

John  Russell. 

3.  Lieut.-(joYemor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  to  Lord     May  20 

John  Russell. 


4.  Lord  John  Russell  to  Lieut.-Governor  Sir    July  14 

Henry  MacLeod. 

5.  Lieut. -Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  to  Lord 

John  Russell. 

V 


Transmit!  inf^  Returns  by  Sti- 
pendiary Magistrates  for  the 
Quarter  ending  Slst  Decem- 
ber, 1840 

Transmitting  ditto  ditto.  Quarter 
ending  Slst  March,  1841 

Transmitting  information  of 
Arrival  of  Immigrants  from 
Sierra  Leone,  and  Observa- 
tions thereon 

Reply  to  the  above  Despatch    • 


May  28 


6.  Lieut-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  to  Lord 

John  Russell. 

7.  Lord  John  Russell  to  Lieut.-Governor  Sir 

Henry  MacLeod. 

8.  Lieut.-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  to  Lord 

John  Russell 

9.  Lieut-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod,  to  Lord 

John  Russell. 

10.  Lieut. -Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  to  Lord 

John  Russell. 

11.  Lord  Stanley  to  Lieut-Governor  Sir  Henry 

MacLeocl. 

12.  Lieut.-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  to  Lord 

John  Russell. 

13.  Lieut.-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  to  Lord 

John  Russell. 

14.  Lord  Stanley  to  Lieut- Governor  iSir  Henry 

MacLeod. 

15.  Lieut-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  to  Lord 

John  Russell. 


16.  Lord  Stanley  to  Lieut-Governor  Sir  Henry 

MacLeod. 

17.  Lieut.-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  to  Lord 

Stanley. 

18.  Lord  Stanley  to  Lieut.-Governor  Sir  Henry 

MacLeod. 

19.  Lieut-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  to  Lord 

Stanley. 

20.  Lieut-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  to  Lord 

Stanley. 


Submitting  appointment  of 
Emigration  Agent  at  Sierra 
Leone  for  approval 

June  25  .  Enclosing  Resolutions  adopted 
at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabit- 
ants respecting  Immigration 

August  30    Reply  to  the  above  Despatch    . 

July  3  •  Transmitting  Returns  by  Sti- 
pendiary Mairistrates,  Quar- 
ter ending  30Ui  June,  1841  . 

July  6  .  Enclosing  Half-yearly  Report 
from  Stipendiary  Magistrates 

August  3  .  On  the  subject  of  Emigration 
from  Sierra  Leone 

October  9     Reply  to  the  above  Despatch    . 

August  17  'Comsianicattog  Instructions  for 
Emigration  Agent  at  Sierra 
Leone       •         .         •         • 

August  28  On  the  terms  offered  to  La- 
bourers Emigrating  from 
Sierra  Leone 

Nov.  18  .  Reply  to  Despatches,  17th  and 
28th  August 

August  20   Transmitting  Copy  of  Evidence 
taken   by  Sub- committee  of 
Agricultural    and    Immigra- 
tion Society        •  .  .62 

Dec.  27     .  Reply  to  the  above  Despatch    •   105 

Dec.  6      .  On  the  propriety  of  appointing 
an  Emigration  Agent  at  Rio 
1842  de  Janeiro  .  .  .112 

Feb.  18    .   Reply  to  the  above  Despatch    .  112 


41 
44 


47 
49 


49 


50 
51 


51 

54 

59 
60 


60 


61 


61 


1841 
Nov.  5 


Nov.  29 


21.  Lord  Stanley  to  Lieut-Governor  Sir  Henry 

MacLeod. 

22.  Lieut-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  to  Lord 

Stanley. 

23.  Lieut-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  to  Iiord 

Stanley.  . 

24.  Lieut.-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  to  Lord 

Stanley. 

25.  Lord  Stanley  to  Lieut-Governor  Sir  Henry 

MacLeod. 


1842 
Feb.  1 

1841 
Dec.  31 

1842 

Jan.  18 


Jan.  27     . 
March  22 


Transmitting  Returns  by  Sti- 
pendiary Magistrates,  Quarter 
ending  30th  September, 

Submitting  Suggestion  of  Agri- 
cultural and  Immigration  So- 
ciety, as  to  purchasing  a  Ship 
for  conveyance  of  Immigrants 
from  Sierra  Leone 

Reply  to  the  above  Despatch     . 

On  the  Revenue,  Expenditure, 
Establishments,  &c.,  of  the 
Colony      .... 

Transmitting  Returns  by  Sti- 
pendiary Magistrates,  Quarter 
ending  31st  Dec.  1841 

Reply  to  Despatch  of  18th  Nov. 
1841,  as  to  Labourers  Emi- 
grating from  Sierra  Leone 

Reply  to  Despatch  of  27th 
January    •  .  •  . 


113 


116 
117 


118 


119 


121 


121 
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(No.  6.)  No.  1. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Sir  Henry  Macleod  to      TRINIDAD. 

Lord  John  Russell.  — 

My  Lord,  Government-house,  Trinidad,  4th  February,  1841. 

I   HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to   your  Lordship,  pursuant  to  Lord  No.  i. 

Glenelg's  circular  despatch  of  1st  October,  1838,  the  returns  of  Questions  and 
Answers  fonvarded  by  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates  of  this  colony,  for  the  quarter 
ending  the  3lst  December,  1840, 

I  have  &c. 
(Signed)     H.  MACLEOD,  Lieut.- Governor. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  1. 
QUESTIONS. 


1.  Enumerate  the  names  of  the  persons  who,  under  any  order  made  by  you,  either  singly  or  Enclosure  in  No.  1. 
jointly  with  any  .other  maj^istrate,  had  been  ejected  from  any  land  or  buildingrs,  in  virtue  of  the  powers 

in  you  vested  by  any  law  in  force  in  this  colony ;  specifying  the  extent  of  any  such  land,  and  the 
estimated  value  of  any  such  land  or  buildings,  with  the  situation  thereof  respectively ;  the  names  of 
the  parties  at  whose  instance  every  such  order  was  made ;  the  date  of  every  such  order ;  and  the 
grounds  on  which  it  proceeded. 

2.  Enumerate  the  names  of  all  persons  convicted  by  you,  singly,  or  by  you  jointly  with  any  other 
justice  of  the  peace,  as  idle  and  disorderly  persons,  or  as  rogues  and  vagabonds,  or  as  incorrigible 
rogues,  and  the  date  of  every  such  conviction,  the  name  of  Uie  informer,  the  ground  on  which  the 
conviction  proceeded,  and  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  punishment 

8.  Enumerate  the  names  of  all  persons  who  with  your  concurrence  or  sanction  have  entered  into 
any  contracts  for  service,  specifying  the  date  of  such  contracts,  the  names  of  the  parties  between  whom 
they  were  made,  the  length  of  time  for  which  they  were  to  continue  in  force,  and  the  nature  and 
amount  of  the  services  to  be  rendered,  and  of  the  remuneration  for  such  services. 

4.  Enumerate  the  names  of  all  persons  against  whom  you  have  pronounced  any  sentence,  or  made 
any  order  authorizing  the  infliction  of  any  punishment  for  the  non- performance  of  any  contract  of 
service,  stating  the  date  of  any  such  sentence  or  order,  the  ground  on  which  each  such  sentence  or 
order  proceeded,  the  name  of  the  person  on  the  information  or  at  the  instance  of  whom  the  same  was 
made,  and  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  punishment  awarded  in  each  case. 

The  first  of  these  returns  is  to  be  dated  on  the  first  of  August,  1838,  and  eaeh  succeeding  return  from  the  day  next 
following  the  date  of  the  return  immediately  preceding  it. 


ANSWERS. 

Western  District  of  Police,  Trinidad,  Quarter  of  St.  Ann's,  October  31st,  1840. 

Nil. 
November  1st,  1840.  J.  H.  Murray,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


Western  District  of  Police,  Trinidad,  Quarter  of  St.  Ann's,  November  30th,  1840. 

Nil. 
December  1st,  1840.  J.  H.  Murray,  Stipendiary  Justice. 
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TRINIDAD.  District  of  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad,  October,  1840. 

Nil. 
October,  1640.  John  Joseph  Cadiz,  Stipendiary  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


District  of  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad,  November,  1840. 

Nil. 

November,  1840.  John  Joseph  Cadiz,  Stipendiary  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


District  of  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad,  December,  1840. 
Nil. 

December,  1840.  John  Joseph  Cadiz,  Stipendiary  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


District  of  St.  Joseph,  Trinidad,  October  Slst,  1840. 

Nil. 

October  Slst,  1840.  Joseph  Aug.  Giuseppi,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  St.  Joseph,  Trinidad,  November  80th,  1840. 

Nil. 

November  80th,  1840,  Joseph  Aug.  Giuseppi,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  St  Joseph,  Trinidad,  December  81st,  1840. 

Nil. 
December  Slst,  1840.  Joseph  Aug.  Giuseppi,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  Tacariqua,  Trinidad,  October,  1840. 

Nil. 
October,  1840.  William  Gray,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  Tacariqua,  Trinidad,  November,  184d. 

Nil. 
November,  1840.  '      William  Gray,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  Tacariqua,  Trinidad,  December,  1940. 

Nil. 
December,  1840.  William  Gray,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


Eastern  District,  Trinidad,  October,  1840. 

Nil. 

Mayaro,  Ist  November,  1840.  John  Scott,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


Eastern  District,  Trinidad,  November,  1840. 

Nil. 

Mayaro,  1st  December,  1840.  John  Scott,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


Eastern  District,  Trinidad,  December,  1840. 

Nil. 
Mayaro,  Ist  January,  1841.  John  Scott,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFFAIRS  OP  TRINIDAD.  43 

TIUNIDAD. 
Dktiict  of  Carapichaima,  Trinidad,  Ist  NoTember,  1840.  

Nil.    ^ 

Carapichaima,  1st  November,  1840.  P.  R.  Rousseau,  Acting  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  Carapichaima,  Trinidad,  from  the  Ist  to  the  30th  November,  1840« 

Nil. 
(A  true  Return.)  P.  R.  Rousseau,  Acting  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  Carapichaima^  Trinidad,  from  Ist  to  31st  December,  1840. 

Nil. 
(A  true  Return.)  And.  David,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  North  Naparima,  Trinidad,  from  Ist  to  31st  October,  1840. 

Nil. 
3l8t  October,  1840.  Charles  Fred.  Knox,  Stip.  J.  P.,  N.  N.  D. 


District  of  North  Naparima,  Trinidad,  from  1st  to  30th  November,  1840. 

Nil. 
30th  November,  1840.  Charles  Fred.  Knox  Stip.  J  P,  N.  N.  D. 


D'strict  of  North  Naparima,  Trinidad,  from  Ist  to  31st  December,  1840. 

Nil. 
31st  December,  1840.  Charles  Fred.  Knox,  Stip.  J.  P.,^N.  N.  D. 


District  of  South  Naparima,  Trinidad,  31st- October,  1840. 

Nji. 

31st  October,  1840.  Benito  G.  Fernandez,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  South  Naparima,  Trinidad,  30th  November,  1840. 

Nil. 
30th  November,  1840.  Benito  G.  Fernandez,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  South  Naparima,  Trinidad,  31st  December,  1840. 

Nil. 
3 1st  December,  1840.  Benito  G.  Fernandez,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


Southern  District  of  Trinidad,  31st  October,  1840. 

Nil. 
3lst  October,  1840.  Henry  Farlet,  S.  J.  P.,  S.  D. 


Southern  District  of  Trinidad,  30th  November,  1840. 

Nil. 
30lh  November,  1840.  Henry  Farley,  S.  J.  P.,  S.  D. 

Souibcrn  District  of  Trinidad,  31st  December,  1840. 
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Enclosure  in  No.  2. 


No.  2. 


(No.  37.)  No.  2. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  to 

Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Government-house,  Trinidad,  29th  April,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship,  pursuant  to  Lord 
Glenelg's  circular  despatch  of  1st  October,  1838,  the  returns  of  Questions  and 
Answers  forwarded  by  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates  of  this  colony,  for  the  quarter 
ending  the  31st  March  last. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  H.  MACLEOD,  Lieut.-Govemor. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  2. 

QUESTIONS. 

1.  Enumerate  the  names  of  the  persons  ivho,  under  any  order  made  by  you  either  singly  or  jointly 
with  any  other  magistrate,  had  been  ejected  from  any  land  or  buildings,  in  virtue  of  the  powers  in  yoa 
vested  by  any  law  in  force  in  this  colony ;  specifying  the  extent  of  any  such  land,  and  the  estimated 
value  of  any  such  land  or  buildings,  with  the  situation  thereof  respectively ;  the  names  of  the  parties 
at  whose  instance  every  such  order  was  made;  the  date  of  every  such  order;  and  the  grounds  on 
which  it  proceeded. 

2.  Enumerate  the  names  of  nil  persons  convicted  by  you,  singly,  or  by  you  ^jointly  with  any  other 
justice  of  the  peace,  as  idle  and  disorderly  persons,  or  as  rogues  and  vagabonds,  or  as  incorrigible 
rogues,  and  the  date  of  every  such  conviction,  the  name  of  the  informer,  the  ground  on  which  the 
conviction  proceeded,  and  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  punishment. 

8.  Enumerate  the  names  of  all  persons  who  with  your  concurrence  or  sanction  have  entered  into 
any  contracts  for  service,  specifying  the  date  of  such  contracts,  the  names  of  the  parties  between  whom 
they  were  made,  the  length  of  time  for  which  they  were  to  continue  in  force,  and  the  nature  and 
amount  of  the  services  to  be  rendered,  and  the  remuneration  for  such  services. 

4.  Enumerate  the  names  of  all  persons  against  whom  you  have  pronounced  any  sentence,  or  made 
any  order  authorizing  the  infliction  of  any  punishment  for  the  non-performance  of  any  contract  of 
service,  stating  the  date  of  any  such  science  or  order,  the  ground  on  which  each  such  sentence  or 
order  proceeded,  the  name  of  the  person  on  the  information  or  at  the  instance  of  whom  the  same  was 
made,  and  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  punishment  awarded  in  each  case. 

The  first  of  these  returns  is  to  be  dated  on  the  Ist  of  Aagoit,  1838,  and  each  succeeding  return  from  the  day  next 
following  the  date  of  the  return  immediately  preceding  it. 


January,  1841. 


ANSWERS. 

District  of  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad,  January,  1841. 

Nil. 

John  Joseph  Cadiz,  Police  Magistrate. 


February,  1841. 


District  of  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad,  February,  1841. 

Nil. 

John  Joseph  Cadiz,  Police  Magistrate. 


District  of  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad,  March,  1841. 
1,  Nil. 

2.  John  Baptiste,  convicted  by  John  Joseph  Cadiz,  Esq.,  on  the  17th  day  of  March,  1841,  of  being 
a  rogue  and  a  vagabond,  on  the  information  on  oath  of  Michael  Bang,  a  seijeant  of  police;  for  that 
he,  the  said  John  Baptiste,  on  the  17th  day  of  March,  1841,  at  Port  of  Spain,  and  within  the  lan^l 
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District  of  Carapichaima,  Trinidad,  from  }st  to  dlst  January,  1841.  TRINIDAD. 

Nil.  

January,  184 L  '  Andrew  David,  Stipendiary  Justice. 

District  of  Carapichaima,  Trinidad,  from  Ist  to  28th  February,  1841. 

Nil. 
February,  1841.  A ndrsw  Dayid,  Stipendiary  Justice. 

District  of  Carapichaima,  Trinidad,  from  Ist  to  31st  March,  1841. 

Nil. 
March,  184L  Andrew  David,  Stipendiary  Justice. 

Eastern  District,  Trinidad,  Febniary  1st,  1841. 

NU. 
February  ist,  1841.  John  Scott,  Stipendiary  JuiUce. 

Eastern  District,  Trinidad,  March  1st,  1841. 

Nil. 
March  1st,  1641.  John  Scott,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


Eastern  District,  Trinidad,  April  1st,  1841. 

Nil. 
April  1st,  1841.  John  Scott,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  Tacarigua,  Trinidad,  January,  1841. 

Nil. 
January,  1841.  Wm.  Gray,  Stipendiary  Justice. 

District  of  Tacarigua,  Trinidad,  February,  1841. 
1,  2,  3.  Nil. 

4.  Sterrit  entered  into  a  verbal  contract  with  William  Power,  manager  of  Paradise  Estate,  to  super- 
intend the  carts  of  the  Paradise  Estate,  at  the  rate  of  13  dollars  and  40  cents  per  month.  That  on 
the  7lh  day  of  the  month  of  January  last  past,  the  said  William  Power  received  a  letter  from  the 
proprietor  of  the  said  Paradise  Estate  (O.  W.  Span,  Esq.)  to  send  to  town  a  certain  number  of 
carts  to  receive  the  baj2:gage  of  the  said  O.  W.  Span  ;  that  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  January,  the 
manager  (Wm.  Power)  sent  six  carts  to  town  under  the  superintendence  of  Sterrit,  with  directions 
fipom  him  (Wm.  Power)  to  make  inquiry  at  the  counting-bouse  of  Messrs.  Gray,  Losh  and  Co., 
where  the  baggage  of  the  proprietor  (O.  W.  Span)  was  to  be  found.  Sterrit  wholly  neglected  and 
refused  to  take  out  to  the  Paradise  Estate  the  baggage  of  the  said  O.  W.  Span  ;  the  whole  of  the 
carts  quitted  town  soon  ader  seven  o'clock,  a.m.,  without  executiog  the  manager's  order.  Com- 
plainant, William  Power.  The  said  Sterrit  convicted  on  the  4th  day  of  February,  1841,  and 
sentenced  to  pay  the  sum'  of  13  dollars  and  40  cents,  being  the  amount  of  onemonth's  wages,  as  a 
pecuniary  penalty  for  the  benefit  of  his  employer. 

February,  1841.  Wm.  Gray,  Stipendiary  Justice. 

District  of  Tacarigua,  Trinidad,  March,  1841. 
1,  2,  3,  Nil. 

4.  Warwick  entered  into  a  verbal  contract  with  John  Agard,  manager  of  the  Waterloo  Estate, 
the  property  of  Robert  Bushe,  Esq.,  to  carry  canes  to  the  mill  of  said  Waterloo  Estate,  at  the  rate  of 
6^.  currency  per  diem.  That  on  the  24th  day  of  February,  1841,  about  the  hour  of  four  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  defendant  refused  to  carry  canes  to  the  mill,  stating  that  the  other  labourers  were  fools 
to  go  on  with  their  work ;  and  in  consequence  of  defendant's  refusing  to  carry  canes  to  the  mill,  the 
gang  who  were  feeding  the  mill  with  canes  went  away,  and  in  consequence  of  defendant's  conduct 
the  mill  was  stopped  on  that  day.  Defendant  found  guilty  on  the  Ist  day  of  March,  1841.  Sentence — 
To  pay  the  sum  of  nine  dollars,  being  the  amount  of  fitleen  davs' labour,  as  a  pecuniary  penalty  for  the 
benefit  of  his  employer.     Complainant,  John  Agard. 

Caleb  Quildom  and  John  Charles,  entered  into  a  contract  (verbal)  with  Lionel  Lee,  part  proprietor 
of  the  Orange  Grove  Estate,  in  wheeling  m(^ass  from  the  mill  to  the  mogass-house,  at  the  rate  of 
*6f.  currency  per  diem ;  that  on  the  15th  day  of  March,  1841,  the  chain  of  the  mogass  carrier  got 
deranged ;  that  defendants  were  ordered  to  clear  away  the  m'og^s,  in  order  that  the  chain  might  be 
repaired;  they  (defendants)  wholly  refused,  and  neglected  to  do  as  ordered.  In  consequence  of  such 
neglect  on  the  parts  of  defendants,  the  mill  was  stopped  for  the  space  of  three  hours,  and  a  great  loss 
incurred  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors.  Complainant,  Lionel  Lee.  Defendants  found  guilty  on  the 
22nd  day  of  March,  1841.  Sentence — ^To  pay  the  sun  of  nine  dollars  each,  being  the  amount  of 
fifleen  days'  labour,  as  a  pecuniary  penalty  for  the  benefit  of  their  employer. 

Hiliare  entered  into  a  verbal  contract  with  Lionel  Lee,  part  proprietor  of  the  Orange  Grove  Rstate, 
as  foreman,  at  the  rate  of  6^.  currency  per  diem.  That  on  the  16th  day  of  March,  1841,  one  Bailey, 
engineer  on  said  Orange  Grove  Elstate,  led  Hiliare  (defendant)  in  charge  of  the  engine-fire,  and  went 
to  his  house  for  the  purpose  of  taking  his  dinner ;  the  steam  of  said  engine  was  .up  when  Bailey  left 
the  defendant  in  charge  of  the  engine-fire;  that  on  his  (Bailey*s)  return,  he  found,  the  steam  of  the 
engine  down,  and  defendant  asleep,  and  in  consequence  of  such  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  defendant 
the  engine  stopped.  Complainant,  Lionel  Lee.  Defendant  found  guilty  on  the  22nd  day  of  March, 
1841.  Sentence — ^To  pay  the  sum  of  nine  dollars,  being  the  amount  of  fifteen  days*  labour,  as  a 
pecuniary  jienalty  for  the  benefit  of  his  employer. 

March,  1841.  Wm.  Gkat,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


46  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

TRINIDAD.  District  of  St.  Joseph,  Trinidad,  Slst  January,  1841. 

Nil. 
dlst  January,  1841.  Jos.  Auo.  Giusbppi,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  St  Joseph,  Trinidad,  1st  March,  184L 

Nil. 
1st  March,  1841.  Jos.  Aug.  Giusbppi,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  St.  Joseph,  Trinidad,  31st  March,  1841. 

Nil. 
Slst  March,  1841.  Jo8«  Auo.  Giusbppi,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  South  Naparima,  Trinidad,  Slst  January,  1841. 

Nil. 
Slst  January,  1841.  Benito  G.  Fernandez,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  South  Naparima,  Trinidad,  28th  February,  1841.. 

Nil. 
38th  February,  1841.  Benito  G.  Fernandez,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  South  Naparima,  Trinidad,  SI  st  March,  1841. 

Nil. 
Slst  Msirch,  1841.  ^  Benito  G.  Fernandez,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


Southern  District  of  Trinidad,  Ist  February,  1841. 

Nil. 
Ist  February,  1841.  Hy.  Farley,  S.  J.  P.,  Sou.  Dis. 


^  Southern  District  of  Trinidad,  1st  March,  1841. 

Nil. 
1st  March,  1841.  Hy.  Farley,  S.  J.  P.,  Sou.  Dis. 


Southern  District  of  Trinidad,  1st  April,  1841. 

Nil 
1st  April,  1841.  Hy.  Farley,  S.  J.  P.,  Sou.  Dis. 


District  of  North  Naparima,  Trinidad,  from  1st  to  Slst  January,  1841. 

Nil. 
Slst  January,  1841.  Charles  Fred.  Knox,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  North  Naparima,  Trinidad,  from  1st  to  28th  February,  1841. 

Nil. 
28th  February,  1841.  Charles  Fred.  Knox,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  North  Naparima,  Trinidad,  from  Ist  to  Slst  March,  1841. 

Nil. 
Slst  March,  1841.  Charles  Fred.  Knox,  Stipendiary  Justice. 
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Western  District  of  Police,  Trinidad,  Quarter  of  St.  Ann's,  31st  January,  1S41.  TRINIDAD. 

Nil.  "^ 

Ist  February,  1841.  J.  H.  Murray,  Stipendiary  Justice,  West.  Dist. 


Western  District  of  Police,  Trinidad,  Quarter  of  St.  Ann's,  28th  February,  1841. 

Nil. 
Ist  March,  1841.  J.  H.  Murray,  Stipendiary  Justice,  West.  Dist 


Western  District  of  Police,  Trinidad,  Quarter  of  St.  Ann's,  31st  March,  1841. 

Nil. 
Ist  April,  1841.  J.  H.  Murray,  Stipendiary  Justice  West  Dist. 


(No.  45.)  No.  3. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod,  to 

lx)rd  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Trinidad,  20th  May,  1841. 

I  HASTEN  to  inform  your  Lordship  of  the  arrival  of  181  immigrants  from  no.3. 

Sierra  Leone. 

As  there  has  been  much  diversity  of  opinion  on  the  question  of  African  emigra- 
tion, I  have  considered  that  you  would  wish  to  be  put  in  possession  of  the  earliest 

information  connected  with  this,  our  first  attempt  at  pro(»iring  labourers  from  that 

country ;  and  I  herewith  transmit  certain  documentary  proceedings  relative  thereto, 
as  the  mode  best  calculated  to  give  your  Lordship  a  true  view  of  the  subject. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  these  people  arrived  in  good  health  after  a  passage  of 
twenty-eight  days,  and  I  was  rejoiced  to  find  them  much  more  advanced  in  every 
way  than  I  had  expected,  all  speaking  good  English,  and  many  able  to  read  and 
write. 

This  is  to  be  traced  to  the  Church  Missionary  and  Methodist  Societies,  ani 
reflects  the  highest  credit  on  the  exertions  of  these  bodies* 

I  have  seldom  met  persons  more  alive  to  their  own  interests,  but  I  have  recom- 
mended them  to  hire  themselves  in  bodies  of  eight  or  ten;  for,  besides  thus 
diminishing  the  feeling  of  strangeness,  always  more  or  less  felt  in  a  new  country, 
it  gives  them  a  sort  of  mutual  protection.  I  have  also,  as  far  as  consistent  with 
their  free  will,  given  the  preference  to  estates  in  the  districts  nearest  to  the  seat  of 
Government. 

Sixteen  of  these  immigrants  are  Kroomen,  vastly  superior  in  appearance  and 
bearing  to  the  other  races.  They  generally  confine  their  labour  to  the  shipping, 
but  the  high  wages  and  other  advantages  on  the  estates  have  tempted  even  these  to 
take  that  employment ;  but  I  do  not  look  to  their  remaining  at  that  work,  and  their 
return  to  their  usual  occupation  will  be  of  great  value  to  the  shipping  ports. 

We  must  not  look  to  these  people  as  settlers,  but,  if  tHis  island  answers  their 
expectations  they  tell  me  great  numbers  of  their  countrymen  will  come.  They 
perfectly  understand  the  facility  afforded  to  them  of  returning  to  their  native 
country  by  working  their  passage  vid  England,  and  they  are  all,  I  believe,  expert 
seamen.     We  shall  thus  establish  a  constant  communication  with  Africa. 

I  enclose  a  statement  of  the  terms  upon  which  these  immigrants  have  agreed  on,  

but  your  Lordship  will  understand  that  they  are  perfectly  free  agents,  and  may 
leave  their  employers  whenever  they  choose. 

As  this  is  an  experiment  which  I  always  advocated,  I  shall  naturally  be  most 
anxious  on  the  subject,  and  your  Lordship  may  depend  upon  the  fullest  information 
on  all  things  connected  with  it  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  should  be  made 
acquainted  with. 

I  have,  &c., 

(Signed)         H.  MACLEOD,  Lieut.-Governor. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

H 
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Enclosure  in  No.  3. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  His  Excellency  Sir  John  Jeremie,  Kt.,  Governor  of  Sierra  Leone, 
to  the  Managers  of  the  respective  Districts. 

Sir,  Freetown,  18th  March,  1841. 

Two  gentlemen  of  great  respectability  have  arrived  in  this  colony  with  a  view  of 
enabling  such  portions  of  its  population  as  choose  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity,  to 
proceed,  principally  as  agricultural  labourers,  to  the  West  Indies. 

And  as  this  is  .a  matter  of  much  importance,  it  appears  to  me  desirable  you  should  be  in- 
structed not  in  any  way  to  interfere  with  their  proceedings,  which  you  are  neither  to  encourage 
nor  discourage. 

The  people  are  free  to  go,  or  to  remain,  exactly  as  they  see  fit;  at  the  same  time,  if  any 
fears  you  consider  unreal,  or  if  any  hopes  you  consider  delusive,  are  held  out  to  the  population 
of  your  district,  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me. 

I  am,  &c., 

(Signed)  J.  Jeremib. 

The  Managers  of  the  respective  Districts, 
Sierra  Leone. 


Notice  to  Emigrants  to  the  Island  of  Trinidad. 

In  addition  to  being  furnished  with  a  house  and  provision  grounds,  they  will  receive 
for  each  task  half  a  dollar  in  money,  an  allowance  of  half  a  pound  of  fish  per  task,  and  a  stnaU 
allowance  of  rum,  or  of  money  in  lieu  thereof^  for  each  task,  two  of  which  are  frequently  per- 
formed in  one  day. 

18th  March,  1841.  W.  Hamilton. 


Proclamation. 

By  His  Excellency  Sir  John  Jbrbmie,  Kt.,  Captain-Greneral  and  Oovemor*in-Qyef  of  the 
Colony  of  Sierra  Leone,  ajRd  its  Dependencies,  between  the  20th  degree  of  North,  and  the 
20th  degree  of  South  Latitude,  Vice-Admiral,  Chancellor  and  Ordinary  of  the  same,  &c. 

JoffY^  Jeremib,  the  Governor,  being  required  to  substitute  by  Proelunation,  for  the 
articles  of  food  and  provision  specified  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the  5  amd  6  years  of 
the  reign  of  His  late  Majesty  King  William  the  4th,  for ''  Regulating  the  carriage  of  Passengers 
iu  Merchant  Vessels,"  such  other  articles  of  food  and  provisions  as  shall  be  equivalent  for  the 
same,  having  regard  to  the  average  duration  of  the  voyage,  and  to  the  number  of  the  pas- 
sengers to  be  conveyed  in  any  such  ship,  in  such  manner  that  the  proportion  prescribed  in  the 
said  recited  Act,  between  the  probable  number  of  days  to  be  occupied  by  the  voyage,  and  the 
number  of  days  during  which  provbion  is  made  for  the  subsistence  of  the  pasaoigers,  shall  be 
duly  preserved. 

The  Governor  now  proclaims  that  the  following  scale  for  Victualling  Adult  Emigrants  from 
Sierra  Leone,  shall  be  established,  for  that  set  forth  in  the  before  recited  Act,  viz. — 

1  Quart  Rice,  or  3  lbs.  Yams,  or  Cocoas,  or  1  lb.  Biscuit, 
i  lb.  Salt  Pork,  or  Salt  Fish,  or  Herrings. 

2  Gills  Palm  Oil. 
i  Gill  Salt. 

li  Gallon  Water. 
For  Children,  in  the  proportions  settled-by  the  Act. 

And  it  is  Ordered,  that  on  board  each  and  every  ship  carrying  African  Emtgranls,  there 
shall  be  a  provision  of  at  least  1  lb.  of  Yams,  or  Cocoas,  per  day,  for  each  and  every. Adult 
Passenger. 

And  it  is  also  Ordered,  that  the  passage  from  Sierra  Leone,  and  from  the  Gambia  to 
Jamaica,  or  any  other  of  Her  Majesty's  Possessions  in  the  West  Indies,  shall  be  considered 
likely  to  endure  Eight  Weeks,  and  from  any  part  of  the  Qold  Coast,  Eteven  Weeks. 

Given  at  Government* House,  this  Thirtieth  Day  of  March,  in  the  Year  6f  Our  Loid  One 
Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Forty >one,  and  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign  the  Fourth. 

By  His  Excellency's  command, 

N.  W.  Macdonald,  Colonial  Secretary. 
God  Save  the  Queen ! 

Statement  of  the  Terms  on  which  the  Immigrants  from  Sierra  Leone  have  been  engaged. 

For  each  task,  half  a  dollar^  or  2^.  Id.  sterling,  with  an  allowance  of  half  a  pound  of 
salt-fish,  pork,  or  beef,  for  each  task,  with  a  certain  quantity  of  flour,  rice,  biscuit,  or  other 
farinaceous  food. 

House,  slated,  tiled,  or  shingled,  and  floored. 
As  much  land  as  they  may  choose  to  cultivate  for  a  ^rden. 

And  medical  attendance  and  medicines,  in  case  of  sickness,  free  of  charge  or  deduction. 

Thomas  F.  Johnston, 

Agent  General  of  Immigrants. 
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The  Right  Hon.  Lerdi  John  Russell, 


TRINIDAD. 


(No.  127.)  No.  4.  — 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Russell  to  Lieutenant-Governor 

Sir  Hbnry  MacLeod, 

Sir,  Downing-street,  14th  July,  1841. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch,  No.  46,  of  20th  ^^  ^ 

May,  reporting  the  arrival  in  Trinidad  of  181  immigrants  from  Sierra  Leone, 
and  the  measm'es  you  have  adopted  for  obtaining  them  employment ;  your  judicious 
conduct  on  this  occasion  meets  my  entire  approval. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  RUSSELL. 

Lietrti-Governor  Sir  Henry  Macleod, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  48.)  No.  5. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  to 

Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Trinidad,  28th  May,  1841. 

A  deputation  from  the  Agricultural  Society  waited  on  me  some  daj^  No.  5. 

ago  to  request  that  I  would  appoint  Mr.  Hamilton,  who  has  recently  arrived  here 
with  the  settlers  from  Sierra  Leone,  Emigration  Agent  for  Trinidad  at  that  place. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  this  colony,  as  we  have  to  compete  with 
others  of  larger  resources,  to  have  an  active  and  intelligent  person  in  that  capacity, 
and  I  have  named  Mr.  Hamilton  to  that  situation^  on  a  salary  of  £500  sterling 
per  annum,  subject,  of  course,  to  your  Lordship's  approval. 

But  there  are  parts  of  Mr.  Hamilton's  letter  which  your  Lordship  would,  I  am 

sure,  wish  to  be  made  acquainted  with,  in  order  that  the  Governor  of  Sierra 
Leone  should  likewise  be  put  in  possession  of  the  fact  that  it  is  contemplated,  it 
would  appear,  to  carry  this  emigration  beyond  the  limits  of  his  settlement. 

This  however,  under  His  Excellency's  surveillance,  may,  perhaps,  be  productive 
of  great  good,  as  establishing  a  communication  with  the  adjacent  tribes.     I  beg 

your  Lordship  will  be  good  enough  to  cause  Sir  John  Jeremie  to  be  informed  also 

that  I  adopt  the  terms  offered  in  Mr.  Hamilton's  notice,  dated  the  18th  of  March ; 
b«t  that  I  request  it  may  be  distinctly  understood  that  the  house  and  provision- 
grounds  are  part  of  the  wages,  and  not  a  distinct  gift.  It  is  quite  fair  that  these 
people,  leaving  their  own  homes,  should  be  fully  aware  that  no  land  is  granted 
to  them,  but  that  they  become  labourers  for  hire  on  terms  highly  advantageous, 
certainly,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view. 

I  hope  the  true  statement  of  what  people  are  to  expect,  will  not  cause  the  island 
to  benefit  less  at  the  beginning  of  this  emigration  than  the  other  colonics,  but  I  am 
told  that  some  of  the  immigrants  were  under  the  impression  that  land  would  be 
granted  to  them  in  the  West  Indies.  I  am  sure  your  Lordship  will  see  my  only 
motive  in  correcting  this  idea,  is,  that  while  I  am  bound  to  move  in  any  thing  that 
can  prosper  this  fine  island,  I'  am  likewise  called  on  to  protect  the  ignorant  ftom 
being  tempted  to  leave  their  present  abode  on  false  promises  and  expectations  that 
cannrt  be  realized. 

Your  Lordship  may  be  assured  of  the  utmost  exertion  being  made  to  cause 
every  thing  to  be  fulfilled  that  has  been  held'  out  to  those  who  may  come,  and  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  in  none  of  Her  Majesty's  colonies, .  have  the 
ri^ts  and  privileges  of  the  labouring,  population  been  more  respected  by  the  per- 
sons employing, them,  than  in  Trinidad. 

I  have,  &c 

(Signed)  Hi  MACLEOD,  Lieut.-Goremof. 
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TIUKIDAD.  Enclosure  in  No.  5. 

Sir,  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad,  24th  May,  1841. 

Enclosure  in  No,  5.  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  22nd  instant,  forwarding  a  resolution  of  the  Agricultural 

Society,  *'That  Mr.  Hamilton  be  requested  to  accept  the  situation  of  Emigration  Agent  for 
this  colony  at  Sierra  Leone,  provided  His  Excellency  the  Governor  consents  to  make  the 
appointment,  and  annex  thereto  a  suitable  salary ;  and  that  Mr.  Hamilton  be  further  requested 
to  inform  the  Committee,  in  writing,  through  the  Secretary,  what  remuneration  he  would 
expect  to  receive  for  eflSciently  discharging  the  duties  of  such  office." 

I  have  to  request  you  will  express  to  the  Committee  that  I  feel  highly  honoured  at  being 

•  considered  worthy  of  being  offered  the  appointment  of  Emigration  Agent  at  Sierra  Leone,  an 

appointment  involving  interests  of  such  magnitude  and  importance  to  this  colony,  and  I  beg 

you  will  assure  the  Committee  that  I  shall  be  proud  and  happy  to  accept  such  situation, 

should  His  Excellency  the  Governor  consent  to  make  the  appointment. 

With  respect  to  the  remuneration  which  should  attach  to  such  appointment,  I  beg  to  submit 
the  following  considerations  for  the  information  of  the  Committee. 

It  would  be  desirable  that  the  Society's  agent  at  Sierra  Leone  should  be  placed  on  sudi  a 
footing  as  would  allow  him  to  devote  his  time  and  attention  to  the  interests  of  the  colony  entirely, 
and  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  pecuniary  considerations,  with  a  salary  which  woida  give  him 
some  weight  in  the  colony  generally,  and  particularly  with  the  Alicarlie  and  neighbouring 
chiefs  on  the  Ro  Kelle,  and  in  the  Timmanee  and  Sherbro  countries,  if  the  Committee  coincide 
in  the  opinion  of  the  desirableness  of  an  internal  emigration. 

In  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  emigration,  the  agent  would  find  it  desirable  to  visit  the 
several  settlements  on  the  coast ;  to  keep  a  horse,  and  a  boat,  to  visit  the  villages  and  sea 
districts  of  the  colony,  as  well  as  the  adjacent  rivers. 

Having  been  at  Sierra  Leone  in  the  receipt  of  £400  per  annum,  with  a  house  allowed  me, 
I  abandoned  these  to  avail  myself  of  the  opportunities  which  that  colony  offers  for  improving 
my  circumstances ;  seeing  that  any  person  engaged  in  the  business  of  the  colony,  acting  mm 
ordinary  prudence  and  activity,  would  find  no  difficulty  in  placing  himself  in  the  receipt  of 
£1000  per  annum. 

.Although  the  last  subject  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  Committee,  unquestionably 
the  first  in  importance,  the  risk  of  life  and  the  certainty  of  sickness  (to  judge  from  the  expe- 
rience of  former  residence),  together  with  the  deprivation  of  all  family  associations,  would 
suggest  the  necessity  of  looking  for  a  liberal  remuneration. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  beg  to  observe  that  a  prudent,  not  to  say  an  imperative  consi- 
deration for  personal  circumstances,  would  not  warrant  my  banishing  myself  to  Sierra  Leone 
under  £1000  per  annum. 

I  have,  &c. 

John  Losh,  Esq.  W.  Hamilton. 

&c.  &c.  &c 


Notice  to  Emigrants  to  the  Island  of  Trinidad. 

Ik  addition  to  being  furnished  with  a  house  and  provision  grounds,  they  will  reod\'e  for 
each  task  half  a  dollar  in  money,  an  allowance  of  half  a  pound  of  fish  per  task,  and  a  small 
allowance  of  rum,  or  of  money  in  lieu  thereof,  for  each  task,  two  of  which  are  frequently 
performed  in  one  day. 

18th  March,  1841.  (Signed)  W.  Hamilton. 


(No.  59.)  No.  6. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Sir  Henry  Macleod  to 

Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Trinidad,  25th  June,  1841. 

^^•^'  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  certain  resolutions  adopted  at  a  numerous 

meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony. 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  my  official  support  and  recommendation  in 
their  favour  is  asked  for  in  the  4th  resolution.  There  is  only  one  remark  I  feel 
called  on  to  make,  and  that  is  as  to  the  capability  of  the  island  to  produce  sugar. 

Upon  this,  I  should  observe,  that  the  soil  is  inexhaustible,  and  with  sufficient 
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Enclosure  in  No.  6.  TftlNIDAD. 

.Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad,  22nd  June,  1841. 

1.  Resolved, — ^That  to  expend  thousands  with  one  hand  in  attempting  to  repress  the  Enclosure  in  No.  6. 
traffic  in  Slaves  with  an  armed  force,  whilst  with  the  other  we  are  to  open  the  door  of  tlie 
home-market  of  Great  Britain  for  the  consumption  of  the  produce  of  their  labour— thus  di- 
rectly encouraging  the  traffic  we  profess  our  determination  to  abolish,  by  enhancing  the  profit 

of  the  slave-owner — ^is  a  line  of  policy  unintelligible  to  West  Indian  Colonists,  and  one  which, 
if  persevered  in,  cannot  but  impair  the  confidence  they  would  ever  wish  to  entertain  in  the 
wisdom  and  justice  of  the  councils  of  the  mother  country. 

2.  Resolved, — ^That  the  plea  of  necessity  for  the  introduction  of  su^ar  raised  by  the  com-  « 
pulsory  labour  of  slaves  into  home  consumption  is  unfounded ;  as  the  island  of  Trinidad  alone, 

from  its  extent  and  fertility,  is  capable,  with  a  sufficient  labouring  population,  of  producing 
more  sugar  than  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  can  consume,  and  at  a  cheaper  rate  by  free 
labour  than  it  can  be  raised  in  Cuba  and  Brazil,  where  slavery  prevails ;  provided  the  restric- 
tions which  now  impede  the  free  current  of  immigration  be  removed,  and  an  adequate  protect- 
ing duty  be  continued  to  the  British  grower,  until  such  time  as  he  can  procure  and  render 
available  such  labour. 

3.  Resolved, — ^That  this  desirable  object,  by  which  the  institutions  of  slavery  would  be 
gradually  but  peaceably  undermined  in  every  part  of  the  world,  could  be  effected  in  a  short 
period  of  time,  by  only  granting  to  the  inhabitants  of  Trinidad  the  benefit  of  the  principles 
which  govern  the  just  distribution  of  free  labour,  which  are  clearly  consistent  with  the  strictest 
rules  of  Christian  philanthropy,  and  which  were  solemnly  proclaimed  as  binding  upon  the 
nation  and  government  when  they  divested  West  Indian  colonists  of  property  created  by  law, 
and  abolished  institutions  which  for  centuries  had  been  encouraged  and  suppoi-ted  by  our . 
national  power  and  resources. 

4.  Resolved, — ^That  the  following  gentlemen,  viz.,  the  Honourables  W.  H.  Burnley,  Henry 
Murray,  John  Losh,  and  Henry  Scott ;  George  Ramsay,  Robert  Guppy,  Robert  Bushe, 
Robert  Dennistoun,  St.  Luce  Philip,  M.D,,  P.  J.  Swift,  and  W.  G.  Knox,  Esquires,  be 
deputed  to  wait  upon  his  Excellency  the  Governor  with  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  now  passed, 
respectfully  to  request  him  to  forward  them  immediately  to  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  and  to  solicit  his  Excellency's  official  support  and  recommendation  in  their 
favour. 

Passed  at  a  public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  held  in  l^ort  of  Spain, 

(Signed)  William  H.  Burnley,  Chairman. 


(No.  140.)  No.  7. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Russell  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Sir 

Henry  MacLeod. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  30th  August,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch^  No.  69,  of  the  25th  June,  enclosing  reso-  No.  r.. 

lutions  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  inhabitants  at  Trinidad. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  learn  from  one  of  these  resolutions,  confirmed  by  your  own 
opinion,  that  the  island  is  capable  of  producing  sugar  to  such  an  extent. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  have  done  much  to  remove  impediments  to  the  intro- 
duction of  free  labour  into  the  West  Indies ;  by  which  means,  as  the  resolution 
affirms,  the  cultivation  of  sugar  may  be  carried  on  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  where 
slavery  prevails. 

I  have  &CC 
(Signed)         '  J.  RUSSELL. 
Lieut.-Govemor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  64.)  No.  8. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  to 

Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Trinidad,  3rd  July,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  the  retui-ns  of  Questions  and  No.  8. 

Answers  forwarded  by  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates  of  this  colony,  for  the  quarter 
ended  the  30th  June,  1841,  pursuant  to  Lord  Glenelg's  circular  despatch  of  Ist 
October,  1838. 

I  have  Slc 
(Signed)  H  MACLEOD,  Lieut..GovenK)r. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.        &c.        &c. 
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Enclosure  in  No.  8. 
QUESTIONS. 


Enclosure  in  No.  8.  I*  Enumerate  the  nmmes  of  the  persons  who,  underany  order  made  by  you  ekher  sinj^ty  or  jointly 
with  any  other  magistrate,  bad  been  ejected  from  any  land  or  buildings,  in  virtue  o£  the  powers  in 
yott  vested  by  any  law  in  force  in  this  Colony ;  specifying  the  extent  of  any  such  land  and  the  estimated 
value  of  any  8«ch  land  or  binldings,  with  the  situation  thereof  respectively ;  the  names  of  the  patties 
at  whose  instance  every  such  order  was  made ;  the  date  of  every  such  carder ;  and  the  grounds  on  whloh 
it  proceeded. 

2.  Enumerate  the  names  of  all  persons  convicted  by  you,  singly,  or  by  you  jointly  with  any  other 
justice  of  the  peace,  as  idle  aud  disorderly  persons,  or  as  rogues  and  vagabonds,  or  as  incorrigible 
rogues,  and  the  date  of  every  such  conviction,  the  name  of  the  informer,  the  ground  on  which  the 
conviction  proceeded,  and  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  punishment 

3.  Enumerate  the  names  of  all  persons  who  with  your  concurrence  or  sanction  have  entered  into 
any  contracts  for  service,  specifying  the  date  of  such  contracts,  the  names  of  the  parties  between  whom 
they  were  made,  the  length  of  time  for  which  they  were  to  continue  in  force,  and  the  natm«  and 
amount  of  the  services  to  be  rendered,  aud  of  the  remuneration  for  such  services. 

4.  Enumerate  the*  names  of  all  persons  against  whom  you  have  pronounced  any  sentence^  or  made 
any  orckr  anthorizing  the  inffiction  of  any  punishment  for  the  non>-performance  of  any  coolract  of 
service,  stating  the  date  of  any  such  sentence  or  order,  the  ground  on  which  each  such  sentenceor  order 
proceeded,  the  name  of  the  person  on  the  information  or  ai  the  instance  of  whom  the  same  was  madev 
and  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  punishment  awarded  in  each  case. 

The  first  of  these  retnns  is  to  be  dated  on.  the  1st  of  August,  1838,  and  each  saeceeding  retain  from  the  day  nest 
following  the  date  of  the  return  immediately  preceding  it. 


ANSWERS. 

Southern  District,  Trinidad,  Cedros,  Ist  May,  1841. 

Nil. 
1st  May,  1841.  Henry  Farley,  S:  J.  P. 


Southern  Distriet,  Trinidad,  Cedroe,  1st  June,  1841. 

Nil. 
Ist  June,  1841.  Henry  Farley,  S.  J.  P. 


District  of  North  Naparima,  Trinidad,  from  1st  to  30th  April,  1841. 

Nil. 
"SOth  April,  1841.  Charles  Fred.  Knox,  S.  J.  P.,  N.  N.  D. 


Disteict  of  North  Raparlma,  Trinidad,  fron»  1st  t»dlsfc  Mayi  1841. 

Nil. 
»l6t  May,  1841.  Crari^  Fwed.  Knox^  S.  Ji  R,  N.  N.  P. 


District  of  North  Naparima,  Trinidad,  from  Ist  to  30th  June,  1841. 

Nil. 
30th  June,  1841.  Charles  Fred.  Knox,  S.  J.  D. 


District  of  South  Naparima,  Trinidad,  30th  April,  1841. 

Nil. 

30th  April,  1841.  Benito  G.  Fernandez,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  South  Naparima,  Trinidad,  Slst  May,  1841. 

Nil. 
Slst'May^  184L  Benito  G.  Fernandez,  Stipendiary^ Jnstice. 


District  of  South  Naparima,  Trinidady  aoth  June,  1841. 

NiK 
30th  June,  1841.  Benito  G.  Fernandez,  StipfMrikry  JiMkiofc 
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Distrlctof  Cara.pichMn»,Trmidaa,  from  Ist  to  Slst  M^,  1841.  TRINIDckD. 

1.  Jeanne  Julienne  Brousselle,  otherwise  called  Madame  Gilles  Brousselle,  convicted  before  me,  on  

the  infoTination,  on  oath,  of  Toussaint  Rostant,  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Roads  for  this  district, 
acting  under  the  authority  granted  to  him  by  His  £IzeeT!ency  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  on  the  behalf 
of  the  Surveyor-General,  of  having,  without  probable  claim  or  pretence  of  title,  entered  upon,  and 
taken  possession  of,  five  quarrtfes  of  land,  in  the  quarter  of  Couva,  the  property  of  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen,  within  one  year  next  before  the  day  of  the  preferring  the  said  information.  Ordered,  on  the 
7th  May,  1841,  to  deliver  up  to  the  said  Toussaint  Rostant,  acting  under  the  authority  and  on  the 
behalf  aforesaid,  in  fifteen  days,  the  quiet  and  peaceable  possession  of  the  said  five  quarn^es  of  land  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen. 

2,  3,4,  Nil. 

(A  true  return.)  And.  David,  Stipendiary  Justicei 

District  of  Carapichaima,  Trinidad,  from  1st  to  dOth  June,  1841. 

Nil. 
(A  true  return.)  And.  David,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


Eastern  District  of  Police,  Trinidad,  1st  April,  1841. 

Nil. 

1st  April,  1841.  P.  R.  Rousseau,  Bttf>e]idkry  Justtee. 

Eastern  District  of  Police,  Trinidad,  1st  May,  1841. 

Nil. 
1st  May,  1841.  P.'R.  Robssbau,  Stipendiary  Justice. 

Eastern  District  of  Police,  Trinidad,  1st  June,  1841. 

Nil. 

1st  June,  1841.  P.  R.  Rousseau,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of -Tacarigua,  Trinidad,  April,  1841. 

Nil. 
15th  May,  1841.  Jos.  Aug.  Giusbppi,  Stipeadimry  Juitioe. 


District  of  Tacarigua,  Trinidad,  May,  1841. 

Nil. 

May,  1841.  Jos.  Aug.  Giuseppi,  Stipendiary  Justice. 

District  of  Tacarigua,  Trinidad,  June,  1841. 

Nil. 

June,  1841.  Jos.  Aug.  Giuseppi,  Stipendiary  Justice.. 


District  of  St  Joseph,  Trinidad,  90th  April,  1841. 

Nil. 

30th  April,  1841.  ..  Jos.  Aug.  Giuaspn,  Stipendiary  Jastice. 

District  of  St.  Joseph's,  Trinrdad,  Slst  May,  1841. 

Nil. 

31st  May,  1841.  Jos.  Aug.  Giuseppi,  Stipendiary  Justice. 

District  of  St.  Joseph,  Trinidad,  30th  June,  1841. 

Nil. 

30th  June,  1841.  Jos.  Aug.  Giuskvpi,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


Western  District  of  Police,  Trinidad,  Quarter  of  St.  Ami'F,  «Oth  April,  1841. 

Nil. 
.1st  May,  1841.  J.  H.  Muraay,  Stipendiary  Justice. 

Western  Distriet  of  Poltee,  Trimklad,  Quarter  of  St.  Ami's,  61st  May,  1841. 

■Nil. 
June  1st,  1841.  J.  H.  MuRitAY,  Stipendiary  Justice. 

Western  District  of  Police,  Trinidad,  Quarter  offit..Aiin^a,'Mtii^Me,.1841. 

Wl. 
1st  July,  1841.  J.  H.  Murray,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 
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TRINIDAD.  District  of  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad,  l«t  May,  1841. 

Nil. 

1st  May,  1841.  John  JosEPfe  Cadiz,  Stipendiary  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


District  of  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad,  1st  June,  1841. 

Nil. 

1st  June,  1841.  John  Joseph  Cadiz,  Stipendiary  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


District  of  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad,  30th  June,  1841. 

Nil. 

30th  June,  1841.  John  Joseph  Cadiz,  Police  Magistrate,  and  S.  J.  P. 


(No.  69.)  No.  9. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  to 

Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Trinidad,  6fh  July,  1841. 

j^  g  I  ENCLOSE  the  first  half-yearly  Report  from  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates, 

according  to  the  new  form,  received  on  the  4th  of  June  last ;  and  I  consider  them 
altogether  made  with  impartiality  and  intelligence. 

1.  Your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  all  the  magistrates  agree  in  the  improvement 
of  the  character  and  condition  of  the  people,  but  admit  that  the  allowance  of  spirits 
as  part  of  the  wages  is  a  ffreat  drawback  to  their  more  rapid  advance. 

2.  The  system  of  small  freehold  is  fast  extending,  and  although  in  one  district 
the  magistrate  seems  to  think  this  has  withdrawn  some  hands  from  the  cultivation 
of  sugar,  yet  I  must  remark,  that  they  are  usefully  employed  in  supplying  the  town 
of  San  Fernando  with  very  necessary  articles ;  and  it  is  most  satisiactoiy  to  obserrc 
that,  although  ceasing  one  employment,  they  have  not  remained  in  idleness,  but 
have  assumed  another,  that  they  most  likely  have  found  more  profitable. 

3.  In  some  instances,  the  magistrates  seem  merely  to  have  enumerated  the 
number  of  churches  and  schools,  without  defining  those  just  built;  several  of  each 
are,  however,  in  progress  in  different  parts  of  the  island,  the  Colonial  Government 

,   defraying  half  the  cost. 

4.  The  crop  this  year  is  a  good  average,  and  from  the  number  of  immigrants 
arrived,  and  the  favourable  weather  for  the  growing  crop,  the  next  bids  fair  to  be 
a  very  much  larger  one. 

5.  Nil. 

6.  The  internal  traffic  is  increased  to  a  very  great  extent,  principally  carried  on 
by  hucksters,  and  in  small  retail  shops.  The  best  idea  to  give  of  this  will  be  by 
comparing  the  amount  of  revenue  arising  from  imports  for  the  past,  with  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

In  1839,  the  amount  was     ...    £  8,521 
In  1840,        „        „  ...       11,443 

I  conceive  that  the  questions,  to  which  I  have  above  alluded,  refer  entirely  to  the 
state  of  the  peasantry,  and  as  there  seem  to  be  only  two  points  of  complaint  against 
the  labourer— one  for  inebriety,  and  the  other  a  roving  habit,  I  need  but  make  the 
following  remarks  thereon. 

The  first  is  thought  to  be  from  a  pernicious  system  of  giving  a  large  allowance 
of  rum  ;  the  second,  wliich  is  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  immigrants  from  the 
other  islands,  is  supposed  to  be  from  a  certainty  of  obtaining  employment  eveiy- 
where.     Both  of  these  arise  from  the  very  great  competition  for  labour. 

My  own  conviction  is,  that  they  can  only  be  cured  by  substituting  money  for 
allowances,  and  by  giving  the  labourer  some  interest  in  the  soil  by  establishing 
villages  and  hamlets  (which  are  already  begun),  and  by  the  adoption  of  the  system 
of  rent ;  for  it  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  the  shghtest  attachment  to  locality  can 
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tions  of  coin  are  made  use  of  by  the  magistrates  in  noticing  the  rate  of  the  wages      TRINIDAD, 
paid,  in  their  several  districts,  yet  the  amount  of  wages  throughout  the  colony  is  — 

2#.  Id.  sterling  for  each  task,  with  certain  allowances,  such  as  house,  grounds,  salt 
provisions,  and  rum. 

T   |1A  VP     SO 

(Signed)  H.  MACLkoD,  Lieut.-Governor. 

Tne  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  9. 
QUESTIONS. 


1.  General  character  and  condition  of  the  peasantry. — Noticing  any  changes  observable  since  the  dis-  Enclosure  in  No.  9. 
solution  of  the  apprenticeship,  in  their  manners,  habits,  or  tastes;  in  the  rate  of  mortality;  or  in  the 

nature  and  firequency  of  offences. 

2.  Relations  between  the  peasantry  and  the  proprietors. — Adverting  especially  to  the  conditions  of 
tenaQpy  on  estates ;  to  the  progress  of  the  labourers  in  establishing  themselves  as  freeholders ; — to  the 
rising  up  of  new  hamlets  and  villages ; — and  the  effect  which  these  changes  are  supposed  to  have 
upon  the  supply  of  labour  for  the  cultivation  of  the  staple  produce  of  the  colony. 

8.  New  institutions : — as  churches,  schools,  savings'  banks,  benefit  societies,  &c. 

4.  State  and  prospects  of  cultivation : — ^noticing  the  supply  of  labour  and  the  rate  of  wages;  the 
produce  of  the  last  crop,  and  the  promise  of  the  next ;  the  weather.  &c. 

5.  Improvements  and  discoveries :  as  for  instance,  any  new  machine  by  which  labour  is  saved ;  any 
improved  method  of  cultivation;  any  new  manufacture,  &c. 

6.  State  of  internal  traffic: — ^noticing  the  sort  of  goods  which  are  most  in  demand. 


ANSWERS. 

District  of  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad,  30th  June,  1841. 

1.  The  general  character  of  the  lately  emancipated  peasantry,  in  the  district  of  Port  of  Spain,  is 
good.  Their  condition  is  very  perceptibly  improved,  as  are  their  manners,  habits,  and  tastes,  much 
altered  for  the  better.  They  have  a  greater  command  of  money,  are  industriously  disposed ;  dress 
infinitely  better,  and  allow  themselves  in  a  greater  variety  of  good  fare ;  their  social  meetings  are  con- 
ducted with  greater  order,  decency,  and  quietness.  The  rate  of  mortality,  I  should  say,  has  diminished 
among  them,  and  would  be  considerably  less  did  they  justly  appreciate  the  value  of  medical  care  and 
attendance  in  the  earlier  stages  of  their  illness.  During  the  first  year  of  absolute  freedom,  I  mean 
aAer  the  abolition  of  the  apprenticeship,  in  August,  1838,  there  were  numerous  complaints  of  petty 
thefts,  assaults  and  batteries,  and  drunkenness,  but  I  am  now  happy  to  say,  that  complaints  of  this 
kind  have  been  reduced  to  perhaps  less  than  50  per  cent  They  have  become  more  steady,  and  fixed 
to  particular  pursuits,  and  they  are  comparatively  seldom  brought  before  me  for  drunkenness. 

2.  There  are  no  estates  in  the  district  over  which  I  preside,  which  only  embraces  the  town  of  Port 
of  Spain  and  its  suburbs;  a  near  calculation  of  its  population  will  probably  amount  to  about  fifteen 
thousand  soujs,  (the  last  census  was  taken  in  1839  under  my  superintendence,  and  it  then  amounted 
to  upwards  of  thirteen  thousand)  ;  a  great  number  of  the  peasantry  have  purchased  small  tracts  of 
land  or  building  lots,  in  the  suburbs  of  the  town,  and  have  erected  houses  thereupon,  upon  an  average 
of  the  value  of  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  most  of  which  they  occupy  themselves, 
whilst  some  hire  them  out  on  rent.  Most  of  these  people  are  employed  in  town  as  carters,  servants, 
hucksters,  car  penters,  masons,  and  in  cultivating  guinea-grass,  for  which  they  meet  ready  sale  every 
day.  During  crop-time  many  of  these  people  go  into  the  rural  districts,  and  employ  themselves  on 
estates,  where  they  receive  a  better  rate  of  pay,  not  only  as  mechanics,  but  as  labourers.  This  accounts 
for  the  scarcity  of  domestics  in  Port  of  Spain,  and  of  depending  upon  those  who  offer  themselves  as 
such.  A  new  town  or  village,  to  the  westward  of  Port  of  Spain,  and  included  within  its  suburbs,  has 
lately  been  formed.  It  is  rapidly  increasing  in  new  houses,  principally  owned  by  persons  whom  I 
have  formerly  known  as  slaves  and  apprentices.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  this  establishment  is 
the  means  of  affording  ready  labouring  hands  to  the  adjacent  estates,  especially  during  crop  season. 

8.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  new  institutions  established  within  the  present  half-year. 

4.  This  query  does  not  apply  to  the  Port  of  Spain  district. 

5.  Idem. 

6.  The  labourers  of  the  rural  districts  bring  into  the  town-market  ground  provisions  and  poultry, 
for  which  they  meet  ready  sale  ;  and  in  return,  they  purchase  dry  goods  and  provisions.  There  is  no 
particular  sort  of  goods  in  demand.  The  principal  supply  of  plantains,  corn,  and  poultry,  is  derived 
from  the  Spanish  main. 

30th  June,  1841.  John  Josbph  Cadiz,  Police  Magistrate  &  S.  J.  P. 


Western  District  of  Trinidad,  ending  30th  June,  1841. 

1.  The  peasantry  are  quiet  and  orderly,  labouring  at  the  leisure  just  sufficient  to  maintain  them- 
selves ;  no  complaining  either  against  the  government  or  prices  of  provisions,  but  being  comfortable 
and  contented.  Offences  of  a  grave  nature  far  less  frequent,  and  advancing  in  morality  proportionate 
to  their  instructions;  nevertheless  all  drink  too  much  rum,  though  a  few  only  exhibit  its  ill  effects; 
and  that  class  employed  as  servants  much  addicted  to  pilfering  and  stealing. 

2.  None  further  than  this,  that  the  labourers  are  allowed  to  inhabit  the  houses  on  the  estates, 
receiving  salt  fish  and  rum,  and  the  ordinary  wages  whilst  they  work  for  such  estate  exclusively,  but 
no  longer.     It  does  not  appear  that  the  labourers  establish  themselves  as  freeholders  on  any  of  the 
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TRINIDAD.       sagar  estates,  except  on  thotse  that  are  abandoned,  or  sold  in  lots.    Many  of  the  labourers  have 
—  freeholds,  on  one  particularly,  in  this  district,  called  Green  Hill  Estate,  where  there  are  between  80  and 

100  freeholds,  forming  a  village  called  Bowen's  village.  On  almost  all  Ihe  coffee  and  cocoa  estates 
there  are  freeholds;  indeed  the  Western  District,  including  the  Hills,  is  studded  with  such  freeholders 
and  lessees  for  terms  of  5  or  7  years,  the  lessees  paying  low  rents,  and  sharing  the  produce  with  the 
proprietors. 

3.  One  Methodist  chapel  at  Bowen's  village,  and  a  Roman  Catholic  chapel  at  Cocorite.  One  new 
Mico  Charity-school  in  the  western  part  of  the  district,  and  two  in  the  eastern. 

4.  Good,  and  most  particularly  promising  this  year ;  all  the  estates  in  the  western  district,  with  the 
exception  of  one  or  two,  tolerably  well  supplied  with  labourers;  those  near  Port  of  Spain  more  than 
sufficiently.  The  produce  of  the  last  crop  amounted  to  1000  hhds.  The  rate  of  wages  4x.,  5s.,  and 
6s.  currency,  with  salt  fish  and  rum. 

5.  Nil. 

6.  All  carried  on  by  hucksters,  who  carry  trays  into  the  country  with  salt  provisions,  oil,  and  dry 
goods,  such  as  muslins,  checks,  handkerchief,  ^c,  exchanging  them  for  coffee  or  other  produce  of 
the  country  generally,  and  for  money  when  it  is  to  be  had.  Muslins,  checks,  and  ready-made  clothes 
seem  most  in  demand. 

J.  H.  Murray,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  St  Joseph,  Trinidad,  SOth  June,  1841. 

1.  In  the  district  the  character  of  the  peasantry  is  generally  good,  and  the  peasanta  strive  to  make 
their  condition  respectable.  A  great  improvement  has  taken  place  in  then*  manners  and  taste ;  their 
habits  are  extravagant,  denying  themselves  nothing:.  Immediately  aAer  the  dissolotioo  of  the 
Apprenticeship,  there  were  many  broils  and  quarrels,  and  aaaanUs  conunitted  opon  each  other, 
occasioned  by  drunkenness.  Such  and  other  petty  oflfences  are  new  not  common,  and  coital  Crimea 
are  very  rare.  The  rate  of  mortality  is  not  so  great,  and  they  are  more  healthy.  There  would  be 
still  greater  improvements  in  their  habits  and  health,  if  the  practice  of  supplyiiig  them  with  sack  a 
large  quantity  of  rum  upon  estates  were  discontinued  (as  many  of  their  sicloM^ses  are  oecaaioned  by 
making  use  to  excess  of  strong  liquors),  and  if  also  a  strict  law  against  gambling  were  established, 
as  this  is  the  prevailing  passion  of  the  more  idle  characters. 

2.  As  yet  the  condition  upon  which  the  peasantry  locate  themselves  upon  estates  as  labourers 
thereon,  are,  that  they  are  to  receive  wages  at  a  certain  rate  per  day,  to  be  supplied  by  the  proprietors 
with  lodsrings,  and  a  piece  of  land  to  cultivate ,  for  which  they  have  to  pay  do  rent.  The  number  of 
freeholders  among  the  peasantry  is  increasing  fast ;  many  are  proprietors  of  small  tracts  of  land,  upon 
which  are  built  small  houses.  There  are  no  regular  villages  built,  bat  there  are  many  clusters  of 
hamlets,  rising  along  the  public  road  and  its  vicinity,  built  upon  these  tracts  of  land  so  psrchased  by 
them.  Other  hamlets  are  built  upon  lots  of  land  rented  by  the  peasantry,  in  cases  where  they  cannot 
get  land  to  purchase,  or  their  means  will  not  aHow  them.  The  estates  in  the  neighbourhood  of  these 
hamlets  are  supplied  with  the  labour  of  these  peasants  in  the  eiUtivation  of  the  staple  prodooe  of 
the  colony. 

3.  In  this  district  there  are  no  new  institutions.  The  same  cbnrehes  and  schools  eiisted  before  the 
dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship.  The  benefit  societies  that  exist  now,  existed  since  the  time  of 
slavery ;  these  consist  of  a  certain  number  of  persons,  who  pay  weekly  or  monthly,  a  certain  som  for 
the  maintenance  and  support  of  the  sick,  and  for  the  burial  of  the  dead.  They  appoint  as  their  head, 
one  of  themselves,  whose  orders,  by  their  regulations,  they  are  bound  to  obey  in  matters  connected 
with  their  societies. 

4.  The  supply  of  labour  is  adequate  to  the  present  cultivation  upon  sugar  estates.  The  rate  of 
wages  is  from  (ifly  to  sixty  cents  per  day  upon  sugar  plantations ;  fifty  cents  if  the  peasant  is  located 
upon  the  estate,  and  sixty  cents  if  not  located  thereon,  vrith  a  ration  of  salt  ink  and  rum  to  each, 
weekly.  Upon  cocoa  plantations  the  wages  are  from  thirty-five  to  fifty  cents  fer  day ;  it  daf^nda 
tipon  the  quantity  of  work  stipulated  per  task.  The  dry  weather  having  lasted  until  the  27th  of  this 
month,  the  sugar-planter  has  had  an  opportunity  of  cutting  all  his  canes ;  but  the  heavy  raina  of  164^ 
have  occasioned  a  short  crop  in  this  district.  The  occasional  showers  during  the  hat  two  months 
have  been  very  beneficial  to  the  sugar  cultivation,  and  the  prospects  of  the  nest  crop  are  good. 

5.  Nil. 

6.  The  internal  traffic  of  the  district  is  brisker  since  the  dissolution  of  the  appreiKiceship^  iheve 
being  more  money  in  circulation.  Dry  goods,  salt  provisions,  nwH  liquors,  wine,  oil,  Sce^  are  oHMre 
in  demand. 

Josh.  Aug.  Gtiusxffi,  Stipendiary  Justice. 

District  of  Tacairigua,  Trinidad,  SOth  June,  1841. 

1.  The  general  character  of  the  peasantry  in  this  District  is  good,  and  they  are  improving  in  their 
condition  daily  ;  their  manners  and  taste  since  the  dissolution  of  the  appreeticeship  are  better ;  their 
habits  will  no  doubt  improve  when  they  have  adequate  instmction.  Marriages  are  more  frequent, 
and  Sunday  revels  are  on  the  decrease ;  the  mortality  is  small  with  respect  to  the  old  people  of  the 
country ;  some  lives  are  lost  from  casualties  and  the  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits^  Capital  crimes  aie 
not  common  ;  a  few  cases  of  petty  thefts  and  assaults  constitute  the  chief  ofiences ;  the  latter  generally 
occasioned  in  drunken  broils. 

2.  There  are  no  cases  of  tenancy  upon  estates ;  the  labourers  are  establishing  themselves  fast  as 
freeholders  by  purchasing  tracts  of  land  upon  which  they  build  houses;  many  have  established 
themselves  as  such  along  the  public  road,  from  the  Turnpike-gate  of  Tacarigua,  to  the  Mission  of 
Arima,  and  many  clusters  of  hamlets  have  arisen  along  that  road  since  last  year ;  the  quantity  of 
land  so  purchased  by  them  being  very  limited,  and  the  spare  time  during  the  day  after  they  have 
performed  their  task  upon  the  neighbonring  estate,  being  more  than  adequate  to  cultivate  the  same, 
these  neighbouring  estates  have  not  been  deprived  of  the  labour  of  these  freeholders ;  but  on  the 
contrary  feel  the  same  benefit  from  them,  as  if  they  were  located  thereon.  Many  proprietors  feeling 
persuaded  that  it  would  be  to  their  great  advantage  to  have  peasants  settled  in  thehr  vicinity  as  free- 
holders, have  offered  land  for  sale  in  the  most  inviting  part  of  their  properties,  and  there  are  many 
application^  as  purchasers. 
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3.  A  church  is  about  to  be  buttt  in  the  Quarter  of  TacM-igua,  to  which  the  peasantry  liave  largely       TRINIDAD* 

subscribed,  some  as  high   as   12  and  16  dollars  ;  there  is  a  Friendly  Society  established  in  that  ^ . 

quarter,  under  the  guidance  of  the  resident  minister ;  there  are  two  schools  in  this  district,  one  in 

Tacarigua,  and  in  the  other  in  Arima ;  there  are  also  Benefit  Societies    in  this  district,  under  the 
guidance  of  persons  named  by  the  peasantry  themselves  and  of  their  own  condition. 

4.  The  state  and  prospects  of  cultivation  are  improving ;  upon  some  estates  the  labour  is  adequate 
to  the  cultivation  ;  upon  others  many  more  labourers  would  be  employed,  if  found,  and  therefore  the 
cultivations  upon  these  estates  are  restricted ;  the  rate  of  wages  upon  sugar  plantations  are  froia 
five  to  six  bitts  per  day,  with  rations  of  salt  fish  and  rum.  Strangers  receive  five  cents  more  per  day 
for  six  months  after  they  have  located  themselves  upon  the  estates,  (the  time  allowed  them  to  form 
their  gardens).  The  crop  of  last  year  was  very  short  in  consequence  of  the  gpreat  want  of  labour,  and 
the  very  rainy  season ;  Uie  crop  of  next  year  cannot  be  more  promising,  as  the  weather  has  been 
very  favorable. 

5.  The  only  new  machine  by  which  labour  is  saved  is  the  magasa  carrier,  which  has  been  adopted 
upon  some  estates  in  this  district,  and  which  is  adapted  to  the  steam-engine. 

6.  The  traffic  of  this  district  consists  chiefly  of  spirits,  malt  liquors,  salt  provisions,  crockery-ware» 
commestibles  of  all  sorts,  and  dry  goods ;  there  are,  however,  no  large  stores  in  this  district,  but 
many  small  dealers  in  these  articles. 

Jos,  Aug.  Giusbppi,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  Carapichaima,  Trinidad,  from  1st  January  to  30th  June,  1841. 

1.  Immediately  on  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship,  and  for  about  a  year  afterwards,  the 
labourers  were  very  unsettled  in  their  habits,  working  very  desultorily,  passing  most  of  their  time  in 
dancing  and  drinking,  and  going  from  estate  to  estate.  A  slow,  but  very  perceptible,  change  for  the 
better  has  since  taken  place  in  their  manners,  habits,  and  tastes,  particularly  since  immigrants  from 
the  old  islands  and  from  the  United  States  of  America,  commenced  to  arrive  in  numbers.  In  those 
quarters  of  this  district,  where  there  are  places  of  religious  worship,  their  attendance  at  Divine  service 
is  very  regular.  As  far  as  my  own  personal  observation  goes,  mortality  is  not  remarkably  great 
among  them,  not  as  great,  on  an  average,  as  durin^c  the  apprenticeship.  The  offences  most  common 
with  them  are  assaults  and  batteries,  and  cases  of  cutting  and  wounding ;  petty  thefts,  and  stealing 
in  the  dwelling-house  occasionally  occur,  burglaries  rarely.  Two  cases  of  arson  have  been  brought 
before  me,  several  fires  have  taken  place,  some  of  which  were  suspected  to  have  been  put  maliciously, 
but  no  positive  proof  could  be  obtained.  During  the  years  1838  and  1839,  the  cases  of  assault  and 
battery,  and  of  cutting  and  wounding  were  very  frequent ;  they  are  less  so  now,  but  the  change  for 
the  better  on  this  point  is  not  so  great  as  should  be  expected.  These  assaults  generally  take  place 
in  drunken  broils,  that  arise  in  dances  and  wakes,  and  which  the  evil  practice  of  giving  allowances 
of  run >, 'besides  high  money  wages,  tends  in  a  great  degree  to  encourage. 

2.  The  labourers  in  this  district  are  mere  tenants  at  will,  paying  no  rent  either  for  the  houses  they 
occupy,  or  for  the  land  they  are  allowed  to  cultivate  for  provision  grounds.  The  demand  for  labour 
being  very  great,  and  the  supply  inadequate,  the  labourers  by  this  very  bad  system,  are  rendered 
quite  independent  of  their  employers,  working  when  they  please,  and  in  many  instances  commanding 
the  rate  of  wages.  They  do  not  fear  being  ejected,  because  they  are  sure  that  on  leaving  one  estate 
they  will  immediately  be  received  on  the  neighbouring  estate,  on  the  same,  if  not  on  better  terms. 
The  proprietors,  on  the  other  hand,  being  well  aware  of  this,  do  not  recur  to  the  process  of  ejectment. 
The  following  case  will  illustrate  this  : — The  attorney  of  an  estate  being  dissatisfied  with  two 
labourers,  who  remained  in  their  houses  and  would  not  work  for  the  estate,  ordered  them  to  quit, 
but  being  apprehensive  that  he  would  be  resisted  by  force,  he  applied  to  me  for  a  constable  to  prevent 
a  breach  of  the  peace  from  being  committed ;  the  constable  went  to  the  estate,  the  parties  were 
peaceably  ejected,  but  their  effects  had  no  sooner  been  carted  to  the  public  road,  than  a  cart  from  the 
next  estate  was  loaded  with  them,  and  along  with  the  labourers  they  were  conveyed  away.  Another 
bad  effect  produced  by  this  system  is,  that  the  labourers,  being  sensible  that  they  have  no  property  in 
the  land,  and  that  they  may  be  ousted  from  the  estates  on  which  they  are  employed  at  a  very  short 
notice,  do  not  cultivate  the  provision  grounds  allowed  them  on  as  lai^e  a  scale  as  formerly.  Hence 
a  general  scarcity  of  the  country  provisions  in  the  district.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  immigration,  if  it 
continues  to  fiow  steadily  in,  will  in  some  measure  remedy  these  evils ;  but  a  general  rent  system 
established  on  an  equitable  basis  would  place  the  relationn  between  the  peasantry  and  the  proprietors 
on  a  sound  and  healthy  footing.  There  are  no  new  hamlets  or  villages  in  this  district.  Some  of 
the  more  intelligent  of  the  labourers  are  wishful  of  becoming  fireeholders,  and  one  or  two  proprietors 
are  disposed  to  sell  out  parcels  of  huid,  but  nothing  has  as  yet  been  effected  in  this  way. 

3.  One  Protestant  church,  one  Protestant  chapel  school,  one  Roman  Catholic  church,  one  Wes* 
leyan  Methodist  chapel,  five  free  schools,  three  benefit  societies  for  mutual  aid  and  support,  one  in 
connexion  with  the  Protestant  church  at  Couva,  one  in  connexion  vrith  the  Protestant  chapel  school 
at  Chaguanaa^and  one  in  connexion  with  the  Roman  Catholic  church  at  Couva;  no  savings'  banks. 

4.  The  supply  of  labour  is  not  sufficient,  and  the  general  complaint  is,  that  Uie  labour  procured  is 
irregular ;  the  rate  of  wages  varies  from  30,  40,  50,  to  60  cents  a-day ;  on  two  or  three  estates  as 
much  as  70  cents  per  day  are  gfiven,  and  on  some  the  labourers  are  paid  by  the  task,  and  get  fiY)m 
40  to  50  cents  a  task,  two  and  sometimes,  but  rarely,  three  of  which  are  performed  in  one  day. 
An  American  immigrant  has  done  as  many  as  six  tasks  in  the  day.  Besides  these  money  wages,  an 
allowance  of  rum  and  salt  fish  is  given,  and  on  some  estates  flour  and  salt  pork  are  allowed  in 
addition.  The  produce  of  the  crop  from  1st  January  to  date,  is  as  follows: — 6,885,512  lbs.  of  sugar; 
176,132  gallons  of  molasses ;  73,125  gallons  of  rum;  38,380  lbs.  of  cocoa;  and  6,900  lbs.  of  coffee. 
The  promise  of  next  crop  in  general  is  favourable,  the  weather  has  been  very  good. 

5.  On  three  estates  in  this  district  the  magass  carrier  has  been  introduced ;  on  one  of  them  four 
hands  are  saved  daily,  in  consequence  of  the  use  of  this  machine. 

6.  Great  internal  traffic  carried  on,  mostly  by  hucksters,  many  of  whom  were  apprenticed  labourers. 
The  sort  of  goods  most  in  demand  are  stuffs  for  clothing,  such  as  calicoes,  linen,  platillas,  harn, 
colomred  handkerchiefs,  ready*made  clothes,  and  hats,  &c. ;  flour,  pork,  mackareU  porter,  wine,  brandy, 
gin,  and  likewise  tobacco  and  pipes  are  also  in  great  demuid. 

And.  David,  Stipendiary  Justice. 
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1.  Their  condition  generally  is  much  improved;  they  now  command  all  the  necessaries,  very  many 
of  the  comforts,  and  not  a  few  of  the  little  luxuries  of  their  class  of  life ;  there  has  been  also  a  greni 
improvement  in  their  morals;  marriages  have  greatly  increased,  and  they  evince  a  g^reat  desire  for  the 
education  of  their  children.  On  some  estates  wine  and  malt  liquor  have  been  substituted  for  rum. 
Amusements  are  much  more  frequent,  such  as  dancing,  &c.  A  very  great  change  has  taken  place  in 
their  choice  of  food — now  preferring  fresh  to  salt  provisions ;  and  there  is  also  a  great  change  in  their 
dress,  for  the  better.  It  is  impossible  to  state  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  the  rate  of  mortality,  from 
the  want  of  statistical  returns,  but  it  is  evident  to  every  observer  that  it  has  considerably  decreased 
since  the  expiration  of  apprenticeship. 

2.  The  peasantry,  generally  speaking,  are  gpranted  many  indulgences,  and  are  with  some  exceptions, 
well  treated  by  their  ^employers,  otherwise  they  could  not  be  retained  on  the  estates,  as  they  are  under 
no  contracts  and  are  at  liberty  to  leave  the  estates  whenever  their  interest  or  caprice  induces  them  to 
remove;  and  such  is  the  demand  for  labour,  that  they  readily  find  employment  for  high  wages, 
wherever  they  go.  They  are  allowed  gratuitously  a  cottage  containing  two  rooms,  and  are  generally 
permitted  to  cultivate  as  much  land  in  ground  provisions  for  their  own  benefit  as  they  choose ;  and 
are  expected  in  return  for  this,  to  work  for  wages,  six  days  during  crop  and  five  out  of  crop.  Near  the 
town  of  San  Fernando,  the  proprietors  of  the  Vista  Bella  estate  and  others,  have  leased  small 
portions  of  land  to  labourers,  which  are  taken  up  very  rapidly.  There  is  also  a  place  about  one  mile 
from  the  same  town,  termed  tlie  Coffee,  which  is  fast  rising  to  a  village,  and  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  these  settlements  must  have  in  some  measure  diminished  the  supply  of  labour  for  the 
production  of  the  staple  produce  of  those  parts  of  the  district,  as  the  general  occupation  of  these 
settlers  is  the  cultivation  of  guinea-grass  and  vegetables,  which  are  sold  at  very  high  prices.  Many 
also  have  established  small  retail  shops. 

3.  Several  churches,  chapels,  and  schools,  have  been  established  in  the  district.  In  the  town  of 
San  Fernando  there  are  three  places  of  public  worship—^  church  of  the  established  religion,  a 
Roman  Catholic  church,  and  a  Wesleyan  chapel.  There  are  in  the  district  eight  schools,  six  of  which 
are  in  connexion  with  the  Established  Church,  viz.^  one  in  San  Fernando,  two  in  North  Naparima,  and 
three  in  Savana  Grande  ;  there  are  also  two  under  the  direction  of  the  ministers  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church — one  in  San  Fernando,  and  the  other  at  the  Mission  of  Savana  Grande.  In  all  these 
schools  instruction  is  gratuitous,  and  the  expense  is  defrayed  partly  by  the  colonial  government, 
partly  by  private  contributions.  There  are  no  saving's  banks.  A  benefit  society  has  been  established 
in  San  Fernando  for  the  relief  of  indigent  sick. 

4.  The  cultivation  is  in  a  good  state,  but  the  prospects  of  improving  or.  increasing  it  are  very 
limited,  as  there  is  a  general  want  of  labour  notwithstanding  the  wages  given  to  every  labourer,  being 
for  each  task  (generally  performed  in  five  hours)  50  cents  (2«.  Id,  sterling),  half-a-pound  of  cod-fish, 
and  sometimes  a  gill  of  rum ;  and  to  carters,  boilermen,  and  firemen,  sixty  cents  (2^.  6d,  sterling) 
and  the  same  allowances.  The  last  crop  produced  was  from  3700  to  4000  hogsheads  of  sugar,  and 
about  one  puncheon  of  molasses  to  every  two  hogsheads  of  sugar.  Rum  (including  that  produced  by 
distilleries  not  on  estates)  about  500  puncheons  were  made  last  crop.  There  is  every  reason  to 
expect  that  the  next  crop  will  exceed  that  of  this  year — the  increase  will  probably  be  about  400 
hogsheads  of  sugar,  and  molasses  in  proportion.    The  weather  has  been  exceedingly  favourable. 

b.  There  have  been  no  improvements  or  discoveries  by  which  labour  can  be  saved,  nor  have  any 
new  methods  of  cultivation  or  new  manu&ctures  been  introduced. 

6.  Traffic  in  dry  goods  lately  has  risen  to  an  extraordinary  height,  particularly  in  the  town  of  San 
Fernando.  The  goods  most  in  demand  are  cotton  and  linen  goods,  and  wearing  apparel  of  the  best 
quality.  A  great  trade  is  also  carried  on  in  fowling-pieces,  gunpowder,  &c.,  which  are  in  very  general 
use  among  the  labourers. 

1st  July,  1841.  Charles  Fred.  Knox,  Stipendiary  J.  P.,  N.  N.  D. 


Eastern  District,  Trinidad,  30th  June,  1841. 

1.  During  the  short  period  that  1  have  held  this  office,  I  have  noticed  the  character  of  the  pea- 
santry in  general  to  be  peaceable  and  religiously  inclined,  but  more  particularly  the  Tinidadians^  that 
is,  the  old  inhabitants ;  they  are  of  good  manners,  regular  habits,  and  evince  much  taste  as  regards 
their  dress  on  holidays.  The  daily  increase  of  immigrants  in  this  district  has  naturally  rendered  ground 
provisions  scarce  and  dear ;  the  old  inhabitants  possessing  already  provisions  ground  have  been  in- 
duced, from  this  circumstance,  to  cultivate  this  year  more  of  that  commodity  than  usual  to  supply  the 
increased  demand ;  and  while  thus  occupied  they  have,  it  is  evident,  relaxed,  in  some  degree,  their 
labour  on  Jthe  sugar  estates.  This  district  is  considered  healthy  for  the  peasantry ;  deaths  scarcely 
occur  but  from  accident  or  old  age ;  petty  civil  actions,  and  trivial  cases  of  assault  and  b^ittery,  I  may 
say,  form  all  the  complaints  1  have  heard  here ;  of  the  lattter  only  in  one  case  the  fine  imposed 
amounted  to  10  dollars,  the  others  did  not  exceed  4. 

2.  Confidence  appears  to  be  increasing  between  the  peasantry  and  the  proprietors;  however,  the 
former  are  still  tenants  on  the  estates  .at  pleasure,  paying  no  rent,  and  liable  to  be  ejected  witbonC 
sufficient  notice.  Were  the  proprietors  to  put  houses  on  tlie  very  spots  allotted  for  their  tenants' 
provision-ground,  and  a  rent  fixed  for  both,  to  be  paid  by  the  occupier  in  cash,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
such  a  system  would  have  a  good  effect.  Several  large  tracts  of  land  being  private  property,  and  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  sugar  estates,  have  been  bought  up  in  lots  by  this  class  of  men,  and  immediately 
the  land  put  into  cultivation,  and  cottages  built  tliereon  without  delay.  These  changes  consequently 
cause  a  scarcity  of  labour  for  the  cultivation  of  the  staple  produce  of  the  colony. 

S.  One  Roman  Catholic  church  is  now  being  erected  at  Mayaro,  and  a  school  in  progress  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Duffy. 

4.  The  state  of  the  ci^tivation  here  cannot  be  called  prosperous  for  want  of  labour.  Wages  are 
paid  by  the  task  of  4000  square  feet,  at  40  to  50  cents,  with  fish  and  rum ;  this  price  I  consider  equi- 
valent to  60  or  70  cents  in  other  quarters,  owing  to  the  facility  with  which  this  light  soil  is  worked. 
Crop  not  yet  over,  the  season  permitting  to  make  sugar  here  in  the  fall  of  the  year.    It  is,  however. 
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expected,  that  the  next  crop  will  not  be  leM  than  the  present,  although  the  weather  has  been  excess       TRINIDAD, 
sively  dry  this  year.  

5.  Nil. 

6.  Shops  are  being  opened  in  different  parts,  ^parently  with  success.  Dry  goods  of  all  descrip- 
tions, principally  cottons. 

80th  June,  1841.  J.  R.  Roussbau,  Stipendiary  Justice. 

District  of  South  Naparima,  Trinidad,  26th  June,  1841. 

1.  The  general  character  and  condition  of  the  peasantry  is  promising ;  they  are  improving  in  their 
tastes,  and  become  exceedingly  fond  of  dress. 

The  mortality  is  not  more  than  one  per  cent.     Crime  has  decreased :  the  general  offences  committed 
are  common  assaults ;  and  that  not  to  a  great  extent,  considering  the  large  population  of  this  district. 
Thefl  is  very  seldom  committed. 

2.  The  relation  between  the  peasantry  and  the  proprietors  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be.  Great  dif- 
ference of  opinion  prevails.  The  former  are  so  impressed  with  the  idea  that  they  are  entitled  to  the 
houses  gratuitous,  notwithstanding  they  may  not  work  all  the  week  ;  which,  in  some  cases,  the  latter 
IS  not  disposed  to  admit ;  and  it  frequently  happens  that  house-rent  is  sued  for.  There  are  no  free- 
holders' villages  or  hamlets  in  the  district;  therefore  no  drawback  upon  labour  for  the  staple  produce. 

3.  There  is  one  church,  one  chapel-school,  and  ^ree  schools,  in  the  district ;  but  no  banks  or 
benefit  societies.  " 

4.  The  state  and  prospects  of  cultivation  arc  very  promising.  No  want  of  labour  for  the  present 
cultivation.  Wages  are  five  shillings  currency  per  task,  with  some  allowances.  The  produce  of  last 
crop,  on  an  average,  is  between  seven  and  eight  thousand  hogsheads.  The  weather  has  been  particu- 
larly favourable,  both  for  the  last  and  following  crop. 

5.  No  new  machinery  by  which  labour  is  saved ;  also  no  improved  method  of  cultivation,  or  new 
manufacture. 

6.  The  internal  traffic  is  very  considerable ;  chiefly  in  dry  goods. 

26th  June,  1841.  Benito  Gonzalez  Fernandez,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


(No.  77.)  No.  10. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod,  to 

Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Trinidad,  3rd  August,  1841. 

I  PERCEIVE  in  your  Lordship's  despatch  to  Sir  John  Jeremie,  No.  24,  No.  lo. 

dated  the  20th  March  last,  on  the  subject  of  Emigration,  that  although  your 
Lordship  considers  it  advisable  that  he  should  chiefly  regulate  himself  by  me  laws 
of  those  colonies  to  which  the  emigrants  are  to  proceed,  yet  that  you  do  not 
prescribe  this  as  an  inflexible  rule.  1  should  trust,  therefore,  that  your  Lordship 
would  be  pleased  to  extend  to  this  colony  the  indulgence  granted  to  the  Legislature 
of  Jamaica,  that  the  number  of  female  emigrants,  as  regards  the  males,  should  be 
in  the  proportion  of  one-third. 

I  do  not  recommend  that  this  ratio  should  be  observed  with  respect  to  the 
emigrants  from  the  West  India  Colonies,  but  would  confine  it  principally  to  the 
coast  of  Africa  and  America. 

A  strong  reason  for  advising  it  in  the  former  case,  is  that  on  the  late  arrival  of 
immigrants  from  Sierra  Leone,  the  Kroomen  on  being  told  previous  to  their 
embarkation,  that  their  passages  would  not  be  paid  for  by  the  Government,  unless 
an  equal  number  of  females  accompanied  them,  actually  persuaded  women  of  the 
very  lowest  character  and  not  of  their  own  tribe,  to  embark  with  them. 

As  regards  the  labourers  from  America,  who  generally  wish  to  emigrate  in 
families,  very  great  difficulties  present  themselves  on  account  of  the  proportion  of 
males  exceeding  the  number  allowed  by  our  ordinance. 

If  your  Lordship  should  be  pleased  to  give  to  this  island  the  same  advantages 
that  Jamaica  enjoys  by  the  regulation  as  to  the  proportion  of  the  sexes,  I  should 
solicit  that  the  Order  in  Council  relative  to  Immigration  into  Trinidad,  may  be  so 
far  altered  as  to  meet  the  request  I  have  made. 

I  have,  &c., 

(Signed)  H.  MACLEOD,  Lieut-Governor. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 
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No.  11. 


Order  in  Council. 
6th  Oct 


End.  in  No.  II. 


(No.  10.)  No.  11. 

Copy    of  a   DESPATCH   from  Lord    Stanley   to    Lieutenant-Governor  Sir 

Henry  MacLeod. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  9th  October,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch  No.  77,  of  the  3rd  August,  recommending 
that  the  Island  of  Trinidad  should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  Jamaica, 
in  regard  to  the  proportion  of  sexes  to  be  maintained  in  the  introduction  of 
emigrants  into  the  colony,  viz.^  that  the  number  of  female  emigrants  as  regards  the 
males  should  be  in  the  proportion  of  one-third. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  an  Order  of  Her  Majesty  in  Council, 
modifying  to  this  extent  the  previous  Order  of  the  30th  September,  1839. 

I  have,  &c., 

(Signed)         STANLEY. 
Lieut.- Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  1 1. 

Order  in  Council  for  the  Protection  of  Persons  Immigrating  to  the  Island  of  Trinidad. 

At  the  Court  at  Windsor,  the  6lh  day  of  October,  1841, 

Present, — ^The  Queen's  Most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council. 

Whereas,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine,  an  Order  was  made  by  Her  Majesty  in  Council,  confirming  and  allowing,  with  certain 
exceptions,  and  subject  to  certain  rules  and  qualifications,  an  Ordinance  enacted,  on  the  nine- 
teenth day  of  April  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  by  the  acting  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Trinidad,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council  and  Government 
thereof,  for  the  encouragement  of  immigration,  and  for  the  protection  of  persons  immi- 
grating into  that  colony : 

And  whereas  it  is  thereby>  amongst  other  things,  ordered,  that  the  Governor  or  Lieuteoaat 
Governor  of  the  colony  aforesaid  shall  not  give  effect  to  the  above  recited  Ordinance,  in  so  far 
as  it  encourages  inunigration,  unless  it  be  under  such  circumstances  and  with  such  precautions 
as  shall  ensure  an  equality  in*numbers  between  the  male  and  female  immigrants  annually 
introduced  under  its  provisions  : 

And  whereas  it  hatn  appeared  to  Her  Majesty,  with  the  advice  of  Her  Privy  Council,  expe- 
dient to  revoke  the  provision  last  aforesaid  of  the  said  recited  Order : 

It  is,  therefore,  hereby  ordered  by  Her  Majesty,  by  and  wiih  the  advice  of  Her  Privy 
Council,  that  the  provisions  last  aforesaid  of  the  said  recited  Order  in  Council,  of  the  thirtieth 
day  of  September  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  revoked : 

And  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  or  lieutenant 
Governor  of  Trinadad,  after  the  passing  of  this  present  Order,  to  give  effect  to  the  above 
recited  Ordinance,  in  so  far  as  it  encourages  immigration,  provided  that  in  every  case  where 
immigrants  are  imported,  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  recited  Ordinance,  one-third,  at 
least,  of  such  immigrants  shall  consist  of  females : 

And  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Stanley,  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  is  to  give  the  necessary  directions  herein  accordingly. 

Wm.  L.  Bathurst. 

(No.  82.)  No.  12. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  to 

Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Trinidad,  17th  August,  1841. 

No.  12.  I  HAD  the  honour,  on  the  28th  May  last,  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  I 

had  appointed  Mr.  Hamilton,  Elmigration  Agent  for  this  island  at  Sierra  Leone ; 
and  I  at  the  same  time  stated  that  I  adopted  the  terms  offered  by  that  gentleman 
in  his  notice  to  persons  desirous  of  emigrating  to  Trinidad. 

Circumstances  have  since  arisen  that  have  caused  a  considerable  alteration  in 
the  terms  above-mentioned,  and  those  now  offered  are,  house  and  provision  grounds, 
with  from  1*.  Sd.  to  2*.  Id.  sterling  for  each  task ;  the  allowances  of  salt  fish, 
flour,  spirits,  &c.,  having  been  discontinued. 

As  the  communication  with  the  agent  may  not  be  so  certain,  I  should  wish  the 
earliest  intimation  of  these  alterations  to  be  given  to  the  authorities  at  Sierra 
Leone,  in  order  that  persons  may  not  emigrate  to  Trinidad  under  false  expectations. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  MACLEOD,  Lieut. -Governor. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 
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(No.  86.)  No.  13.  TRINIDAD. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH   from  Lieutenant-Governor   Sir  Henry   MacLeod 

to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Trinidad,  28th  August,  1841. 

I  RECEIVED  from  your  Lordship  a  despatch  No.  27,  of  the  9th  June,  1840,  ^'^-  ^3. 

directing  me  to  forward  any  information  relative  to  the  advantages  held  out  by  the  Desprtdvl  9?^^ 
Island  of  Trinidad  to  emigrants  from  Sierra  Leone,  to  which  your  Lordship  will  i84o,t?iVfeDespatch 
have  received  my  answer  under  date  the  21st  July  last  year.  "^Pa^ereXttS 

By  the  last  packet  I  informed  your  Lordship  that  certain  alterations  had  taken  the^'wesTMidlesl 
place  in  the  terms  oflFered  to  labourers,  and  at  the  same  time  I  requested  that  the  i^4i/'  British  Gui- 
proper  authorities  of  Sierra  Leone  should  be  made  acquainted  with  these  changes.    ^"^*  ^^^^  ^^^' 

Upon  further  consideration,  and  however  much  the  welfare  of  this  colony  must  For  Sir  H.  Mac 
depend  on  obtaining  a  large  body  of  immigrants,  I  cannot  consent  to  be  thought  21^8^  *  Ju^^^^fs^o', 
for  one  moment  to  hold  out  advantages  that  may  not  be  realized.  vide  "  Papers  rela- 

Your  Lordship  is  aware  that  a  certain  number  of  labourers  arrived  here  from  dj^^^^igi^^B^J'lr 
Sierra  Leone.     They  brought  with  them  a  printed  paper  signed  by  Mr*  Hamilton,  Guiana,"  p.  272. 
the  Emigration  Agent,  setting  forth  the  advantages  to  be  derived  by  emigrating  to 
Trinidad.    These  terms,  as  I  have  acquainted  your  Lordship,  have  been  altered  by 
the  curtailment  of  all  allowances,  of  which  these  people  naturally  complain. 

It  will  be  evident  that  the  rate  of  wages  must  vary  according  to  the  market  for 
produce^  and  although  this  idand  will  iJways  be  capable  of  giving  at  the  highest 
rate,  yet,  in  the  unsettled  state  of  the  sugar  duties,  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  to  what 
further  extent  reductions  may  take  place. 

I  would  therefore  request  permission  to  revise  that  part  of  my  letter  to  your 
Lordship,  wherein  I  name  a  particular  sum  as  wages,  and  to  amend  it  by  stating 
that  to  be  the  amount  at  present  givren,  but,  as  I  have  already  observed,  although 
this  island  will  always  give  the  highest  rate  of  wages,  yet  persons  coming  here 
must  be  subject  to  the  vicissitudes  in  the  market  prices  of  Colonial  produce. 

I  have,  &c., 

(Signed)         H.  MACLEOD,  Lieut.-Govemor. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


IStli  Nov. 


(No.  17.)  No.  14. 

Copy  of  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Stanley  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Sir  Henry 

Macleod. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  18th  November,  1841. 

I  have  received  your  despatches,  Nos.  82  and  86,  of  the  17th  and  28th  No.  u. 

August,  the  ft)rmer  reporting  that  circumstances  had  rendered  it  necessary  to  deviate 
considerably  from  the  terms  originally  held  out  to  immigrants  proceeding  from 
Sierra  Leone  to  Trinidad ;  the  latter,  that  owing  to  the  fluctuations  in  the  value  of 
labour  in  that  island,  it  wHi  be  impracticable  to  give  any  guarantee  as  to  the  rate 
of  wages  to  be  received  by  immigrants  on  their  arrival  in  the  colony. 

I  regret,  that  so  «oon  after  the  establishment  of  emigration  to  the  West  Indies 
from  Sierra  Leone,  it  should  have  been  found  necessary,  in  the  case  of  Trinidad, 
to  depart  from  the  original  terms  held  out  to  the  immigrants,  and  that  the  impos- 
sibihty  of  defining  the  rate  of  wages  to  be  received  by  them  had  not  been  foreseen 
from  the  beginning.  This  want  of  greater  precaution  is  unfortunate,  and  may 
throw  great  discredit  on  the  emigration. 

You  have  not  stated  what  will  be  the  condition  of  those  labourers  who  may  have 
gone  from  Sierra  Leone  on  the  faith  of  the  original  terms — ^that  is,  all  who  shall  have 
embarked  previous  to  the  notice  respecting  the  alteration  of  the  terms  reaching 
Sierra  Leone. 

With  respect  to  those  labourers,  any  such  reductions  must  be  regarded  as  a  breach 
of  faith,  and  I  must  look  to  you  to  enforce  the  fulfilment  in  their  case,  of  the  original 
terms ;  or  to  ensure  to  them  advantages  equivalent  to  those,  on  the  faith  of  which, 
they  left  Sierra  Leone. 
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No.  14.    llthNov. 


PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 


I  transmit  to  you  the  copy  of  a  despatch  which  I  have  addressed  to  the  officer 
administering  the  government  of  Sierra  Leone,  stating  the  course  to  be  taken  in 
future  in  issuing  notices  for  the  information  of  those  who  may  be  desirous  of 
emigrating. 

It  will  oe  desirable  that  you  should  cause  periodical  returns  of  the  rate  of  wages 
in  Trinidad,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  agent  in  Sierra  Leone,  acting  on  behalf  of  me 
island,  which  he  may  promulgate  as  received  from  time  to  time. 

I  have,  &c. 

Ideut-Govemor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod.  STANLEY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


End,  in  No.  14. 

Sir  H.  MacLeod. 

No.  86— 28th  Aug. 

1841. 


Enclosure  in  No.  14* 

Sir,  Downing-streety  11th  November,  1841. 

Beferrino  to  my  despatch.  No.  13>  of  the  10th  ultimo,  I  transmit  to  you  herewith  a 
copy  of  a  further  communication,  which  has  been  received  from  the  Governor  of  Trinidad, 
statinfir  the  reasons  which  will  render  it  impossible  to  fulfil  the  expectations  held  out  by  Mr. 
Hamilton  to  those  labourers  whom  he  has  assisted  in  emigrating  to  Trinidad. 

You  will  instruct  Mr.  Hamilton  and  the  agents  of  other  West  Indian  colonies  which  import 
emigrants  from  Sierra  Leone^  that  they  must  hold  themselves  forbidden  from  entering  into 
any  specific  engagement  or  promise  as  to  the  future  rate  of  wages  to  be  assigned  to  those  per- 
sons, and  that  they  are  required  to  confine  themselves  to  an  exact  and  unexa^^erated  state- 
ment of  the  rate  of  wages  which  may  have  prevailed  at  the  latest  period  for  wnich  they  may 
be  in  possession  of  authentic  accounts. 

You  will  further  take  measures  on  your  part  for  causing  every  emigrant  from  the  colony  to 
be  informed  that  the  rate  of  wages  in  the  West  Indies  is  liable  to  fluctuations  which  it  is 
impossible  to  calculate  beforehand,  and  that  he  must  take  his  chance  of  such  fluctuations 
without  any  guarantee  against  the  depreciation  of  the  value  of  his  labour. 

I  am,  &c. 

Officer  administering  Government  of  Sierra  Leone.  (Signed)  Stanley. 


No.  15. 


(No.  85.) 


No.  15. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod,  to 

Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Trinidad,  August  20th,  1841. 

A  DEPUTATION  from  the  Agricultural  and  Immigration  Society,  has  waited 
on  me  with  a  Copy  of  the  evidence  taken  beforfi  a  sub-committee  of  that  Society, 
with  a  request  that  I  should  transmit  it  to  your  Lordship,  which  I  now  have  the 
honour  to  do. 

I  have,  &c., 

rSigned)  H.  MACLEOD,  Lieut-Governor. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 
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Correspondence. 

Sir,  Richmond  Street,  8th  March,  1841. 

At  a  numerous  Meeting  of  the  '*  Agricultural  and  Immigration  "  Society  of  Trinidad, 
held  on  the  11th  of  February  last,  after  some  preliminary  discussion  as  to  the  necessity  and 
advantage  of  furnishing  information  to  the  public  in  Great  Britain  with  respect  to  the  actual 
state  of  agricultural  affairs  in  this  Colony,  and  more  particularly  as  to  the  real  amount  of 
wages  paid  to  labourers,  the  Meeting  came  to  the  following  resolution : — 

•'  That  a  Sub-Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  and  report  respecting  the  state  of  the 
*'  agricultural  interests  of  the  Colony  since  the  abolition  of  apprenticeship  in  August,  1838, 
*'  their  present  condition  and  future  prospects,  and  to  recommend  such  measures  as  they  may 
*'  think  conducive  to  the  general  prosperity." 

As  no  representation  relative  to  these  subjects  can  be  expected  to  carry  with  it  the  weight 
and  authority  desired,  unless  supported  by  the  best  testimony  which  can  be  procured  in  the 
Colony,  I  beg  respectfully  to  request  your  Excellency's  assistance  in  inducing  the  Clergy, 
Magistracy,  and  Public  Officers  in  general,  to  afford  the  Sub-Committee  the  information  they 
may  require,  whether  in  the  shape  of  written  or  verbal  evidence. 

I  beg  the  liberty  of  further  stating  to  your  Excellency,  that  I  have  now  passed  above  one  month 
in  the  Colony,  since  my  return  from  Europe  and  the  United  States,  and  clearly  perceive  from  the 
best  observations  and  inquiries  I  have  been  enabled  to  make,  that  the  most  injurious  conse- 
quences will  ensue  to  the  labouring  classes,  unless  the  present  system  of  gratuitous  allowances, 
in  the  shape  of  houses,  provisions,  and  spirits,  is  put  an  end  to.  In  consequence  of  paying  no 
rent  for  his  house,  the  labourer  feels  that  he  has  no  right  of  permanent  residence  in  it ;  he  . 
views  it  only  as  a  temporary  shelter,  not  as  a  fixed  home ;  and  as  he  finds  that  he  can  change 
it  whenever  he  pleases,  and  obtain  another  elsewhere  on  the  same  easy  terms,  he  acquires 
restless  habits,  feels  independent  of  the  good-will  of  his  employer,  and  entirely  neglects  the 
cultivation  of  vegetables,  or  the  raising  of  small  stock,  notwithstanding  their  present  exor- 
bitant price,  and  the  abundance  of  spare  time  at  his  disposal.  By  the  adoption  of  a  moderate 
charge  for  rent,  adequate  only  to  the  cost  of  the  house  and  land  provided  for  him,  he  will 
probably  begin  to  attach  some  value  to  a  residence  for  which  he  pays  a  consideration,  and 
will  gradually  see  the  advantage  of  making  himself  permanently  settled  and  comfortable. 

The  distribution  also  of  salt  provisions,  flour,  rice,  &c.,  tends  to  create  unthrifty  habits. 
The  labourer  receives  them,  not  in  proportion  to  his  wants,  or  the  extent  of  his  family,  but  in 
proportion  to  the  labour  he  may  perform.  He  frequently  may  receive  more  than  he  actually 
requires ;  but  if  the  surplus  does  not  constitute  an  object  of  easy  and  ready  sale,  it  will,  of 
course,  be  wastefully  disposed  of.  By  suppressing  all  allowances,  and  charging  a  moderate 
rent  for  his  house,  a  higher  rate  of  money  wages  could  and  would  be  cheerfully  paid  by  the 
proprietor.  The  labourer  then  would  be  rewarded  exactly  in  proportion  to  his  industry,  and 
would  purchase  only  the  quantity  and  quality  of  every  article  he  might  desire. 

But  of  all  the  allowances  granted,  that  of  rum  is  the  most  intolerable  in  its  accompanying 
circumstances,  and  the  most  alarming  in  its  future  consequences,  and,  unless  immediately 
checked,  will  be  productive  of  the  most  serious  evils  to  the  whole  community. 

As  the  commutation  which  I  have  suggested  requires  the  substitution  of  an  increased 
money  rate  of  wages  in  lieu  of  the  allowances  specified,  your  Excellency  will  readily  perceive 
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TRINIDAD.       the  diflRculties  which  qppose  themselves  to  its  bring  elfected  by  any  effort  of  the  proprietors 

alone.     Independently  of  the  distrust,  which  for  a  series  of  years  past  has  been  systematically 

infused  into  the  minds  of  the  labourers  of  these  Colonies  (by  those  who  have  assumed  to 
themselves  exchisively  the  title  of  the  friends  of  the  negro)  as  to  the  motives  and  objects  of 
every  effort  of  the  planters,  which  constitutes  at  the  present  moment  a  great  and  unfortunate 
barrier  to  the  improvement  of  t)ur  free-labour  system,  by  any  exertions  of  the  latter,  it  is 
clearly  advantageous,  that  a  third  and  disinterested  party  should  intervene  between  them  and 
the  tabouripg  class,  for  the  satisfactory  adjustment  of  this  question.  And  when  it  is  further 
considered,.that  the  change  proposed  vriU  appear  to  many  to  involve  in  some  degree  the 
abandonment  of  old  habits  of  vicious  indulgence,  it  will  require,  I  fear,  the  united  influence  of 
the  Executive,  the  Clergy,  and  the  Magistracy,  ultimately  to  effect  it ;  at  the  same  time,  it  is 
equally  evident,  that  the  longer  the  attempt  is  deferred,  the  greater  will  be  the  difficulty  in 
accompUshing  it. 

Having  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  thus  to  point  out  to  your  Excellency  the  evils  which  appear  to 
me  to  escist,  I  haVe  now  only  to  assure  you,  that  the  members  of  the  Society  are  prepared, 
cordially  and  vigorously,  to  assist,  by  every  means  in  their  power,  in  the  promotion  of  any 
measures  which  the  Colonial  Grovernment  may  think  best  adapted  for  their  suppression. 

I  have,  &G. 

William  H.  Burnley, 
Chairman  of  the  Agricultural  and  Imotiigration  Society. 
His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Macleod, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Sir,  Government  House,  18th  March,  1841. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Governor  to  acknpwlpdge  the  receipt.of  your  letter  of  the  8th 
instant,  containing  a  resolution  of  the  Agricultural  and  Immigration  Society  of  Trinidad,  and 
requesting  His  Excellency's  assistance  in  desiring  the  different  Public  Officers  to  afford  the 
information  the  Sub-Coriimittee  may  require,  in  order  that  the  actual  state  of  agricultural 
affairs  in  this  Colony,  and  more  particularly  as  to  the  real  amount  of  wages  paid  to  the 
labourers,  should  be  furnished  to  the  British  public. 

His  Excellency  is  most  happy  to  comply  with  this  request,  and  has  directed  the  Public 
Officers  to  give  the  fullest  information  in  their'power,  but  recommends,  in  order  to  insure  the 
most  impartial  reply,  that  the  questions  intended  to  be  put  should  be  sent  through  this  office. 

You  proceed  to  remark  on  the  injurious  consequences  likely  to  ensue  from  the  present 
mode  of  paying  part  of  the  wages  of  labour  in  kind — that  is,  the  allowance  of  bouses,  grounds, 
provisions,  and  spirits. 

From  the  moment  of  the  abolition  of  slavery.  His  Excellency  always  viewed  this  as.  an 
unsound  practice ;  but  in  his  endeavours  to  obtain  an  alteration  of  the  system,  he  was  told  tJaat 
the  people  had  been  so  long  in  the  habit  of  living  in  the  houses,  as  their  own  property,  that 
any  thing  in  the  shape  of  rent  would  produce  discontent. 

With  regard  to  the  allowance  of  provisions  and  rum,  His  Excellency  apprehends  they  are 
given  only  in  this  Colony  and  British  Guiana,  at  least,  to  any  amount,  but  coincides  most 
perfectly  with  you  in  the  view  taken  of  this  subject,  which  His  Excellency  is  glad  to  find  you 
state  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Society. 

The  allowance  of  rum,  particularly,  has  been  universally  represented  to  the  Governor  as 
demoralizing  in  the  extreme^  and  in  a  conversation  which  His  Excellency  lately  had  with 
three  gentlemen  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  who  came  here  from  Baltimore,  the  necessity  of 
doing  away  with  it  was  strongly  urged  by  them. 

These  gentlemen  came  here  in  consequence  of  the  discrepancy  of  the  accounts  published  in 
the  Unit^  States,  and  for  the  purpose  of  judging  for  themselves  of  the  state  of  this  Colony 
and  of  the  American  Immigrants,  and  dwtinctly  stated  that  this  was  the  only  thing  they 
had  to  find  fault  with,  for  in  every  other  particular  they  were  bound  to  give  their  unqualified 
approbation. 

Strongly  impressed,  however,  as  the  Governor  is  with  the  necessity  of  a  change  in  this  part 
of  the  system,  there  are  very  great  difficulties  attending  it,  which  will  be  unnecessary  to  state 
here,  but  for  which  the  employer  alone  can  find  a  remedy ;  for  His  Excellency  would  depre- 
cate any  attempt  at  legislative  enactment  as  regards  rates  or  modes  of  labour — this  must  be 
left  to  find  its  own  level. 

I  have,  &c 

(Signed)  Arthue' White,  Colonial  Secretary. 

The  Hon.  W.  H.  Burnley. 


Sir,  P<Mrt  of  Spain,  23rd  March,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  1 8th  instant, 
and  beg  you  to  present  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  the  thanks  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Agricultural  and  Immigration  Society,  for  his  ready  attention  to  their  wishes,  in  directing  the 
Public  Officers  to  furnish  the  fullest  information  in  their  power  on  all  subjects  relating  to  the 
inouiry  they  are  about  to  institute. 

His  Excellency's  recommendations  the  Committee  will  always  be  disposed  to  follow ;  but  ill 
the  present  instance  they  beg  respectfully  to  observe,  that  to  firaipe  beforehand  written  ques« 
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tioiis  to  be  sent  through  your  office,  would  require  on  their  part  a  previous  knowle(&e  of  the       TRINIDAD., 
subject  to  be  investigated^  far  more  perfect  than  they  can  as  yet  pretend  to  possess.     It  was  in  — r, 

fiftct  a  sense  of  their  ignorance  on  various  points  intimately  connected  with  the  future  improve- 
ment and  welfare  of  the  Colony^  which  partly  dictated  the  necessity  of  commencing  an  inquiry 
for  the  purpose  of  enlightening  themselves  and  the  public  upon  the  subject;  and  under  aU 
circumstances  a  large  proportion^  possibly  a  majority  of  the  questions  whieb  may  be  put  to 
a  witness  will  naturally  be  suggestcKi  by  the  tenor  of  his  replies.  I  beg  to  remark^  that  the 
request  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  8di  instant,  to  His  Excellency  tlie  Governor,  was  limited 
to  his  inducing  the  Public  Officers  to  afford  the  requisite  information^  and  tfa^^  Committee 
look  tor  nothing  more  than  such  an  expression  of  his  opinion  in  favour  of  the  inquiry  insti- 
tuted, as  mav  induce  those  gentlemen  readily  to  furnish  all  the  documentary  and  personal 
evidence  in  their  power.  Their  attendance  before  the  Conmiittee  will,  of  course,  be  voluntary ; 
they  will  be  free  to  decline  answering  any  questions  they  please,  and  during  any  stage  of  the 
inquiry  will  be  admitted  to  explain  or  qualify  any  previous  portions  of  their  evidence,  should 
they  deem  it  necessary.  If  His  Excellency  desire  it,  the  Committee  will  furnish  you,  besides, 
with  copies  of  the  whole,  as  &st  as  the  same  is  proceeded  in ;  enabling,  by  these  means,  any 
Officer  of  the  Government  to  tender  such  further  information  as  a  correct  and  impartial  judg- 
ment of  the  whole  subject  may  af^ar  to  require.  Under  this  arrangement  the  Committee 
respectfully  hope  that  His  Excellency  will  have  no  objection  to  the  attendance  of  any  of  the 
Public  Officers  invited,  and  to  their  giving  their  evidence  in  the  usual  mode  which  prevails 
in  all  inquiries  conducted  by  Committees  in  Great  Britain. 

'Hie  Committee  never  entertained  the  slightest  doubt  of  His  Excellency's  entire  concur- 
rence in  their  view  of  the  injurious  consequences  to  all  parties,  and  more  particularly  to  the 
labouring  class,  arising  out  of  the  present  practice  of  paying  part  of  the  wages  of  labour  in 
house-rent,  grounds,  provisions,  and  spirits ;  but  they  observe  with  regret  that  he  thinks  the 
employer  alone  can  provide  a  remedy  for  the  evil  complained  of.  AUow  me  to  assure  you 
that  this  subject  was  previously  considered  by  the  Committee  with  much  attention,  and  it  was  ' 
only  the  conviction  of  our  inability  to  apply  a  remedy  without  the  assistance  of  the  Govern- 
ment^  which  prescribed  the  necessity  of  laying  the  whole  matter  before  His  Excellency  for 
consideration. 

In  my  last  communication  I  pointed  out  the  difficulty  of  such  an  undertaking,  in  conse- 
Quence  of  the  distrust  unhappily  infused  into  the  minds  of  the  labourers  throughout  the  West 
India  Colonies,  with  respect  to  the  motives  of  their  employers ;  and  I  now  beg  the  liberty  of 
adding,  that  a  serious  impediment  to  any  combined  effort  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors  in 
this  Island  has  been  created  by  the  peculiar  form  of  our  Government,  which,  thoroughly  and 
completely  centralized  as  it  is,  has  long  deprived  the  inhabitants  of  the  habit  of  co-operation, 
and  at  the  same  time  has  naturally  generated  an  opinion,  that  whatever  the  Executive  will  not 
take  the  lead  in  promoting,  it  is  not  disposed  to  encourage.  And  when  in  addition  to  this 
difficulty  it  is  further  considered  that  someHTew  individuals  are  to  be  found  in  every  community 
actuated  by  the  views  of  personal  interest  alone,  without  regard  to  moral  considerations,  who 
would  immediately  reap  great  pecuniary  advantage  at  the  expense  of  the  more  conscientious 
portion  of  the  community,  by  privately  evading  all  the  necessary  measures  proposed,  the  Com- 
mittee cannot  flatter  themselves  with  the  expectation  that  any  remedy  can  be  successfully 
applied  to  the  evils  complained  of,  without  the  direct  aid  and  intervention  of  the  Government. 

The  Committee  equally  deprecate  with  His  Excellency  any  attempt  to  regulate  rates  or 
modes  of  labour  by  legislative  enactments,— an  idea  which  they  have  never  entertained,  and 
which  they  would  be  the  last  to  advocate ;  but  at  the  same  time  they  believe  that  the  delivery 
of  goods  and  spirits,  in  lieu  of  money,  for  payment  of  wages,  usually  denominated  the  truck 
system,  may  be  put  down  here  as  it  was  in  Great  Britain  by  legislative  enactments, — although 
this  marked  diflference  exists  in  the  two  cases,  that  in  the  latter  country  the  measure  was 
effected  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the  employers,  the  great  majority  of  whom  in  'this 
Colony  would,  on  the  contrary,  heartily  concur  in  its  adoption;  whilst  the  principal  obstacle 
to  be  met  with  here  would  arise  from  the  discontent  and  hostility  of  the  labourers,  which  the 
employers  alone,  and  unassisted  by  the  Government,  would  never  dare  to  encounter. 

The  Committee  entirely  agree  with  His  Excellency  in  opinion,  that  the  injurious  system 
complained  of  prevails  only  m  Trinidad  and  Guiana,  and  not  in  the  other  British  Colonies — 
a  distinction  which  clearly  proves  that  it  arises  from  no  fault  of  the  proprietors,  whose  inte- 
rests in  this  respect  are  the  same  throughout  the  West  Indies,  but  from  other  causes  over 
which  they  have  no  control.  In  Barbados,  Antigua,  and  elsewhere,  a  dense  population  creates 
a  competition  (amongst  the  labourers  for  employment),  which  renders  them  in  some  degree 
dependent  upon  the  good-will  and  influence  of  the  proprietors ;  whilst  in  this  Colony  a  totally 
opposite  state  of  society  prevails.  This  difference,  from  whence  all  our  present  evils  flow,  is 
mainly  to  be  attributed  to  the  legislation  of  the  Mother-Country,  which,  for  a  series  of  years, 
opposed  the  transfer  of  labour  from  one  Colony  to  another,  and  prevented  its  seeking  its  natural 
level.  In  some  places,  therefore,  it  is  abundant ;  whilst  in  Trinidad  and  Guiana  it  is  so 
scarce  as  to  enable  the  labourer  to  dictate  liis  own  terms,  which,  instead  of  ultimately  proving 
beneficial,  is  now  exhibiting  such  demoralizing  results  as  to  fill  the  reflecting  portion  of  the 
community  with  alarm. 

The  Committee  respectfully  observe,  that  this  evil  might  have  been  obviated,  if  at  the  aboli- 
tion of  apprenticeship  Governmept  had  abandoned  the  restrictions  which  prevented  labour 
from  seeking  its  natural  level,  and  had  permitted  immigration  into  this  Colony  from  all  parts 
of  the  worm.  It  would  have  created  a  wholesome  competition  for  employment  among  the 
labourers,  and  have  given  to  proprietors  the  power  of  adopting  measures  calculated  to  check 
the  idleness,  extravagance,  and  immorality  which  at  present  so  fearfully  prevail.     But  as  this 

K  2  , 


Digitized  by 


Google 


66  PAPERS  RELATIViE  TO  THE 

TRINIDAD.       course  was,  unhappily,  resisted,  the  only  palliative  remaining  (for  it  can  never  effect  a  cure 
— ^  whilst  wages  continue  so  high)  is  to  endeavour,  by  the  united  efforts  of  the  Colonial  Govern- 

ment and  the  pro{Hietors,  to  substitute  a  nooney  rate  of  wages  in  lieu  of  payments  in  kind— 
a  measure  notoriously  so  unpalatable  to  the  labourers,  that  the  Committee  are  satisfied  it  will 
never  be  accepted,  or  even  patiently  listened  to  if  proposed  by  the  proprietors  alone,  who,  in 
many  respects,  are  now  divested  of  all  power  and  influence. 

The  Committee  are  indeed  gratified  to  hear  that  intelligent  and  pious  foreigners,  who  have 
recently  visited  us  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  state  and  condition  of  our  immigrants^ 
have  expressed  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  their  unqualified  approbation  of  all  they  have 
seen,  excepting  only  the  distribution  of  rum,  which  constitutes  the  most  aggravated  feature  of 
the  evil  of  which  the  Committee  now  complain.  This  testimony  it  is  hoped  will  destroy  the 
misrepresentations  so  scandalously  inventea  and  industriously  circulated  elsewhere,  respecting 
the  treatment  and  condition  of  our  immigrants,  and  cannot  fail,  the  Committee  feel  assured,  of 
giving  an  additional  stimulus  to  our  exertions  to  put  down  a  practice,  which  they  admit  to  be 
the  only  fault  to  be  found  in  the  free  labour  system  established  in  this  Colony. 

I  have  respectfully  to  request,  on  the  part  of  the  Committee,  that  you  will  lay  this  oonuuu- 
nication  before  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Hon.  Arthur  White.  William  H.  Burnlet. 


(Copy.) 

My  dear  Sir,  13th  April,  1841 . 

Permu  me  to  bring  to  your  recollection  a  document  which  I  lately  transmitted  through 
you  for  His  Excellency  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Agricultural  Society. 

As  His  Excellency  has  been  for  some  time  absent  from  town,  it  may  have  escaped  his  obser- 
vation.    I  am  going  down  to  Naparima  for  a  week  or  more. 

Yours,  &c. 

The  Hon.  Arthur  White.  (Signed)  John  Losh, 

Secretary  to  the  Agricultural  Society. 


My  dear  Sir,  Government  House,  April  13,  184L 

I  PUT  the  letter  before  the  Governor^  and  he  has  now  before  him  your  note  to  me,  but 
he  is  jnuch  engaged  preparing  for  the  packets 

His  Excellency,  however,  says  that  the  case  does  not  appear  in  any  new  light  before  him ; 
and  although  he  does  not  object  to  any  public  officer  being  examined,  he  cannot  permit  the 
stipendiary  magistrates  to  be  brought  out  of  their  districts  to  attend  a  committee  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Society. 

There  are  one  or  two  close  to  Port  of  Spain,  who  he  imagines  could  always  be  found  without 
interfering  in  their  duties. 

I  am,  &c. 

The  Hon.  John  Losh,  &c.  &c.  ^  (Signed)  Arthur  White. 


Sir,  24th  April,  1841. 

Your  note  of  the  13th  instant  was  laid  before  the  committee  of  the  Agricultural 
Society,  and  I  have  been  directed  to  inquire  whether  the  same  is  to  be  considered  as  a  defini- 
tive reply  to  the  Chairman's  communication  to  you  of  the  23rd  March  last. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Hon.  Arthur  White.  (Signed)  John  Losh. 


Sir,  Government  House,  26th  April,  1841. 

Mr.  Losh  having  addressed  a  note  to  me  on  the  24th  instant,  I  referred  it  to  the 
Governor,  and  I  am  directed  to  say  that  His  Excellency  having  received  your  letter  as  ex- 
planatory of  a  former  one,  had  not  intended  to  reply  to  it.  It  would  be  needless  for  His 
Excellency  to  enter  into  the  contents  of  the  letter  now  before  him,  as  the  case  does  not  appear 
to  him  to  be  placed  in  any  new  point  of  view ;  but  I  am  desired  to  assure  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Agricultural  Society  that  the  allowance  of  rum,  which  by  all  is  confessed  to  produce  such 
lamentable  consequences,  has  much  fixed  the  Governor's  attention,  and  continues  to  be  matter 
of  consideration  how  this  evil  may  be  abated,  without  such  interference  as  might  cause,  as  you 
observe,  the  discontent  and  hostility  of  the  labouring  population. 

I  am,  &c. 

The  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Burnley,  (Signed)  Arthur  White,  Colonial  Secretary. 

Chairman  of  the  Agricultural  Society,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BY  THE  SUB-COMMTTTEE  OP  THE 
AGRICULTURAL  AND  IMMIGRATION  SOCIETY. 


TRINIDAD. 


Monday,  82ad  March,  1841. 

Union  Hall  Estate^  South  Naparima. 

The  Honourable  W.  H.  Burnley  in  the  Chair. 

St  Luce  Pfdlipj  Esquire,  called  in  and  examined. 

1.  Have  you  been  long  resident  in  Trinidad  ? — I  was  born  in  the  colony,  but  educated  in  Europe, 
If  here  I  have  passed  at  two  different  periods,  14  years. 

2.  What  is  your  profession,  and  how  do  you  employ  yourself  in  the  colony  ? — I  am  a  doctor  of 
medicine,  but  practise  only  among  my  friends,  and  chiefly  employ  myself  as  a  sugar  planter,  being 
part  proprietor,  with  my  family,  of  three  sugar  estates. 

3.  You  are  then  well  acquainted  with  the  state  of  affairs  in  this  colony,  social  and  agricultural  ? — 
Yes,  generally ;  but  in  all  matters  of  agricultural  detail,  my  manager,  Frederick  Maxwell,  who  was 
originally  a  slaire,  but  liberated  by  our  family  for  his  good  conduct,  and  subsequently  promoted  to  his 
present  situation,  can  give  the  committee  better  information  than  myself. 

4.  Are  the  expenses  attending  the  cultivation  of  a  sugar  estate  greater  now  than  previous  to  eman- 
cipation ? — Much  greater,  and  have  been  continually  and  regularly  increasing  to  the  present  period. 

5.  Has  not  your  revenue  increased  in  proportion  inconsequence  of  the  great  rise  in  sugai^-in  1840, 
for  instance,  as  compared  to  1838  and  1839? — By  no  means:  it  was  decidedly  less  in  1840,  from  the 
greater  increase  of  expenses  and  rise  in  wages. 

6.  Do  you  consider,  then,  that  a  further  rise  in  the  sugar  market>  would  only  raise  the  price  of 
wages,  and  be  of  little  benefit  to  the  planter? — Decidedly  so,  unless  a  larger  population  of  labourers 
were  introduced. 

7.  Has  there  not  been  a  considerable  immigration  of  labourers  since  emancipation  ? — ^Yes,  and  to 
an  extent  which  I  believe  many  are  not  aware  of;  for  a  number  of  labourers  arrive  from  other  colonies 
direct  to  San  Fernando,*  whose  passages  are  not  paid  by  the  colonial  government,  but  by  the  planters 
receiving  them ;  and  I  have  myself  expended  in  this  way  300  to  400  dollars. 

8.  What  proportion  of  immig^nts  have  you  working  upon  your  estates  ? — Above  one-half. 

9.  Are  the  number  of  labourers  upon  your  estate  doubled  then  since  the  abolition  of  apprenticeship  ? 
—Not  quite,  as  some  of  my  apprentices  have  settled  in  town,  or  on  lands  of  their  own,  and  some  have 
gone  to  other  estates. 

10.  As  you  state  the  number  of  labourers  upon  your  estate  to  be  nearly  doubled,  the  committee 
wish  to  know  whether  your  crops  have  increased  in  the  same  proportion? — Certainly  not  upon  my 
estates,  and  generally,  1  believe,  there  has  been  a  great  decrease  throughout  the  district.  Many  cane 
pieces  are  now  over-grovrn  with  brushwood,  which  were  previously  in  cultivation. 

11.  To  what  do  you  ascribe  this  circumstance  ? — To  the  irregular  work  of  the  labourers,  who,  upon 
an  average,  work  only  three  or  four  days  in  the  week,  in  consequence  of  the  high  wages  they  receive. 

12.  Possibly  they  find  it  more  advantageous  to  employ  their  time  in  raising  poultry,  pigs,  and  vege- 
tables ? — Some  few  may,  but  in  general  it  is  not  the  case,  for  all  those  articles  are  now  scarcer  and 
dearer  than  I  ever  recollect  at  any  former  period. 

13.  Do  you  charge  any  rent  to  the  labourers  on  your  estate  for  their  houses  and  grounds  ? — None 
atalL 

14.  Do  those,  then,  who  work  only  occasionally,  enjoy  in  this  respect  the  same  advantages  as  those 
whose  labour  is  regular  and  continuous? — Exactly  the  same. 

15.  What  is  your  motive  for  continuing  a  practice  apparently  so  unjust  ? — It  is  the  universal  prac- 
tice, and  I  cannot  attempt  a  change,  until  my  neighbours  are  determined  to  do  the  same. 

16.  Are  you  not  one  of  the  road  commissioners  in  this  quarter? — Not  in  this,  but  in  the  quarter  of 
North  Naparima. 

17.  Has  there  been  greater  difficulty  in  repairing  the  public  roads  since  emancipation  ? — ^Infinitely 
greater.  Until  the  arrival  of  the  Americans,  we  could  find  no  parties  willing  to  contract  for  the  repairs, 
and  they  charge  a  most  extravagant  rate  for  all  they  do. 

18.  What  prevented  other  parties  then  firom  entering  into  these  profitable  contracts? — I  cannot 
exactly  say,  but  it  is  the  fact.  Probably  it  was  considered  too  dangerous,  as  no  man  can  depend 
always  upon  getting  labourers,  or  retaining  them,  at  a  reasonable  price,  whilst  the  Americans  depend 
upon  each  other,  and  do  the  work  in  partnership. 

19.  Have  you  had  any  opportunities  of  judging  of  the  health  of  the  immigrants  since  their  arrival 
in  the  colony  ? — Yes,  generally. 

20.  Have  any  of  them  suffered  materially  from  sickness  or  mortality? — ^None;  even  among  the 
Americans,  who  I  consider  more  liable,  as  coming  from  a  northern  climate,  there  have  been  very  few 
deaths,  only  occasional  sickness,  and  they  will  soon  be  accustomed  to  the  climate. 

21.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  health  of  the  liberated  Africans  who  arrived  in  the  island  five 
years  ago  ? — I  received  18  of  ihem  upon  my  estate,  who  were  landed  in  a  very  emaciated  condition  ; 
but  all,  with  the  exception  of  one  woman  who  died  of  consumption,  soon  recovered,  and  are  now  in  the 
most  perfect  health. 

22.  Have  you  never  heard  then  of  cases  among  them  of  mal  destomac  and  dirt-eating,  which  occurred 
so  frequently  and  fatally  among  Africans,  previous  to  the  abolition  of  the  slave-trade? — Never.  I 
believe  those  diseases  to  have  ^en  intimately  connected  with  mental  despondency,  to  which  freemen 
will  rarely  if  ever  be  liable. 

23.  Are  the  labourers  generally  quiet  and  orderly  throughout  the  district  ? — Generally  so ;  I  mean 
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TRINIDAD.  S5.  In  the  event  of  a  fall  in  the  rate  of  wages,  is  it  not  to  be  apprehended  that  there  will  be  some 

— —  risk  of  robbery  to  a  greater  extent ;  in  which  4»ise,  how  fiir  do  you  consider  the-  existing  police  of  the 

quarter  adequate  to  repress  ofienders  and  keep  the  peace  ? — ^There  would  be  Certainly  much  greater 

risk,  as,  ii>  fact,  there  is  no  resident  magistrate  or  police  in  the  quarter,  and  I  should  be  under  great 

alarm  as  to  the  consequences,  if  the  labouring  classes  were  not  as  well  off  as  they  are  at  present 


Mr.  Frederick  Maxwell  called  in  and  couimined, 

26.  What  is  your  occupation  and  empk>yment? — I  am  manager  of  the  Philippme  Estate,  in  South 
Naparima,  which  I  have  conducted  for  seven  years.  At  five  years  of  age  I. was  brought  by  Mr.  Philip 
from  the  Island  of  Grenada,  and  worked  upon  the  Concord  Estate,  belonging  to  the  family,  until  I 
was  liberated. 

27.  Do  you  consider  the  condition  of  the  labouring  class  to  be  much  improved  since  emancipation  ? 
— They  are,  certainly,  much  better  pleased  with  their  present  condition  than  they  were  formerly. 

28.  What  wages  do  you  pay  at  present  ? — Sixty  cents  per  day,  generally,  (2«.  6d.  stg.)  to  the  people 
working  about  the  mill  and  boiling-house ;  the  same  to  the  cart- men,  with  one  cooked  niea(,  two  or 
three  glasses  of  rum,  and  half  a  pound  of  dried  cod-fish. 

29.  At  what  hours  do  you  commence  and  end  work  ? — ^The  engine  mill  is  put  about  at  5  in  the 
morning,  at  1 1  or  12  we  stop  for  one  hour,  and  generally,  finish  at  half-past  5. 

80.  How  many  days  do  you  work  in  the  week  ? — ^In  general,  six  days. 

31.  Do  the  labourers,  then,  work  steadily  six  days  in  the  week?— Oh,  no  !  not  more  than  tbree  or 
four  generally;  some  work  on  one  day,  some  on  another. 

82.  How  much  do  you  pay  for  weeding  canes  ? — Fifty  cents  (2«.  M,  stg.)  for  a  square  of  60  feet 
when  the  canes  are  foul,  but  70  or  80  feet  when  in  better  order,  with  half  a  pound  of  fish  and  one 
glass  of  rum. 

83.  From  your  own  practical  experience,  can  you  say  whether  two  of  these  tasks  can  be  done  in  a 
day  by  an  ordinary  well-disposed  labourer,  without  fatiguing  himself? — Two  can  easily  be  done. 
fi*om  6  in  the  morning  by  1 1  o'clock.  I  have  two  women  on  the  estate  who  do  three  tasks  per  day 
with  ease. 

34.  Do  many  of  them  perform  two  tasks  per  day  ? — ^Very  few ;  many  do  only  three  or  four  in  the 
week,  and  some  not  more  than  one. 

35.  What  is  the  cause  of  their  doing  so  little  work,  as  it  appears  to  be  so  eamly  performed? — > 
They  are  idle  and  lazy — prefer  living  upon  their  more  industrious  friends,  and  the  canes  of  the 
estate. 

36.  Do  jou  lose  much  from  the  plunder  ofcanes  ?— A  great  deal,  without  our  being  able  to  prevent 
it ;  when  we  detect  them  we  sometimes  stop  their  wages,  but  this  frequently  occasions  them  to  leave 
the  estate  and  work  elsewhere ;  but  we  cannot  afford  to  lose  the  time  necessary  for  carrying  them 
before  the  magistrate. 

37.  How  much  can  a  labourer  save  per  week,  who  works  industriously? — He  can  easily  save  six  or 
even  dollars  per  week,  if  he  will  work  steadily.    The  two  women  of  whom  I  spoke  save  as  much. 

38.  Can  this  he  done  at  all  seasons  of  the  year  ? — ^By  field  Work,  at  any  time — probably  easier  out 
of  crop  than  in. 

39.  What  do  the  women  of  whom  you  spoke  intend  to  do  with  their  money  ? — ^I  believe  they  intend 
to  buy  a  small  piece  of  land;  but  the  greater  number  squander  what  they  make  in  drinking, 
gambling,  and  dissipation. 

40.  Do  you  consider  them  to  be  improving,  or  getting  worse,  in  these  respects  ? — ^Deddedly  getting 
worse,  as  wages  increase.  The  other  day,  in  consequence  of  the  drunkenness  of  one  of  my  firemen,  J 
was  obliged  to  make  fire  for  two  hours  myself. 

41.  Would  it  be  possible  to  persuade  any  of  the  labourers  to  sign  an  agreement  to  work  six  days  in 
succession,  steadily,  upon  an  estate  ? — I  should  not  dare  to  attempt  it  My  only  security  now  for 
working  throughout  the  week  is,  that  if  one  man  will  not  work  another  will ;  and  we  have  double  the 
jiumber  upon  the  estate  necessary  to  do  the  work  performed. 

42.  Comparing  the  work  of  the  natives  and  the  different  classes  of  immigrants  together,  which  do 
you  prefer  ?— That  of  the  natives  decidedly,  they  understand  it  better. 

42?*.  Have  you  tried  the  liberated  Afi-icans  ? — We  have  three  on  the  estate,  they  work  extremely  well. 
One  of  the  women  I  mentioned  is  an  African  ;  she  is  my  god-daughter,  and  I  have  now  100  dollars 
l>elon^ng  to  her  in  my  hands. 

43.  Would  you  be  pleased  to  see  a  greater  number  of  these  Africans  arrive  ? — ^I  should  prefer 
them  much  to  the  labourers  from  the  old  islands,  as  I  think  they  are  disposed  to  settle  down  more 
steadily. 

44.  Would  you  not  apprehend  that  from  vrant  of  education  they  might  be  turbulent,  commit 
breaches  of  the  peace  and  acts  of  violence? — Not  if  distributed  generally  amongst  the  natives* 
and  not  allowed  to  settle  too  much  by  themselves,  particularly  if  they  brought  their  wives  with  them. 

45.  Do  you  think  that  if  any  great  number  of  immigrants  were  to  arrive,  we  could  find  employment 
for  them  all  ? — If  they  were  to  arrive  in  thousands  we  could  employ  them.  At  Philippine,  where  we 
have  80  or  90  labotirers  resident  now,  we  could  employ  300  more  to-morrow. 

46.  In  what  way  would  you  employ  them  ? — I  cannot  at  this  moment  weed  any  plant  canes,  or 
haul  the  trash  from  the  ratoons,  for  want  of  hands,  and  they  are  suffering  much  in  consequence.  My 
present  stock  of  canes  would  yield  one  third  more  sugar  if  properly  cultivated.  I  would  then  put  in 
more  cane-pieces,  as  our  engine  is  quite  powerfiil  enough  for  a  much  larger  crop. 

47.  What  is  the  size  of  the  estate? — 140  quarr<^es,  of  which  only  100  are  in  cultivation.  {Three 
acres  and  one-Jiflk  to  a  quarrh.) 

48.  Do  you  find  that  the  raising  of  provisions  and  small  stock  has  increased  since  emancipation  ? 
» It  has  fallen  off  much  ;  they  are  so  scarce  now  as  hardly  to  be  procured. 

49.  By  whom  were  they  raised  before,  and  why  do  they  not  continue  the  practice  ? — They  were 
raised  by  the  slaves  and  apprentices ;  but  they  get  now  such  high  wages  that  they  are  careless,  and 
many  vrho  might  be  disposed  to  do  so  find  that  they  lose  by  plunder  and  depredation. 

50.  Cannot  you  protect  provision  grounds  from  plunder? — ^You  cannot  find  watchmen  to  protect 
them  at  any  price.  They  do  not  like  to  remain  apart  from  the  others,  and  very  probably  would  steal 
themselves. 

51.  What  do  you  consider  to  be  the  cause  of  labourers  removing  so  frequently  from  one  estate  to 
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anolher  ?<— They  do  not  like  their  work  to  be  doeely  looked  aAer,  and  remove  to  another  estate,  where       7RINII)A9< 
they  think  they  will  be  allowed  to  do  it  more  quickly  and  tuperficiaUy.  *»^*- 

52.  Have  you  much  trouble,  tbeo,  in  Ipokini^  a^er  the  work  of  the  labourers?— A  great  deal.  The 
work  is  infinitely  worse  than  it  was  in  time  of  slavery. 

58.  If  wages  were  to  fall  one*half,  do  you  think  that  the  labourer  would  suffer  materially  in  conse- 
quence ? — ^No,  it  would  only  oblige  theai  to  work  better;  and  they  would  be  much  happier  and  better 
off  than  they  are  now,  wasting  tlMlr  time  in  idleness  and  dissipatbn. 


Wednesday,  24th  March,  1841. 

Urmn  Hail  Esiaie^  SquUl  Napantna. 

The  Honourable  W.  H.  BvaNLBT  in  the  Chair. 

Doctor  Meikleham  called  in  and  examined. 

54.  The  committee  understand  you  are  a  medical  practitioner  in  the  town  of  San  Fernando.  How 
long  have  you  resided  there,  and  what  is  the  extent  of  your  practice  ? — ^22  years ;  and  my  practice 
comprehends  the  quarters  of , North  and  South  Naparima,  Savanna  Grande,  and  part  of  Pointe-4- 
Pierre^ 

55.  Have  you  had  any  practice  amongst  the  immigrants  who  have  arrived  here  sinoe  emancipa- 
tion ? — A  great^deal. 

56.  What  is  your  opinion  of  their  state  of  health,  and  capability  of  standing  ^e  climate  as 
labourers  ? — All  those  of  African  descent  stand  the  climate  well. 

57.  Do  you  include  the  labourers  from  the  United  States  of  America? — I  particularly  allude  to 
them.  They  are  only  liable  to  a  seasoning  fever,  af)er  which  they  keep  their  health  well ;  but  they 
are  particularly  careless  of  themselves,  and  liable  to  despondency  when  sick. 

58.  In  what  way  are  they  careless  ? — In  exposing  themselves.  Afler  work  they  will  recline  on  the 
ground,  and  in  eating  canes  and  unripe  fruit. 

59.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  liberated  Africans  ? — ^The  same  as  the  Americans.  They  are  all 
liable  to  a  seasoning  fever  at  first. 

60.  You  can  have  no  recollection  of  the  period  when  slaves  were  introduced,  but  from  your  stody 
and  reading  you  are  aware  that  they  were  subject  to  a  variety  of  diseases,  from  which  great  mortality 
ensued  ;  might  not  the  same  consequences  again  occur  if  Africans  were  introduced  in  large  numbers  ? — 
I  do  not  think  sa  Formerly  they  were  bound  to  a  particular  spot,  and  were  compelled  to  work  against 
their  inclination  ;  now  they  can  do  as  they  please,  and  go  where  they  please. 

61.  What  is  your  opinion  with  respect  to  Europeans  as  labourers  in  this  climate? — ^They  are  not 
adapted  for  field  labour,  and  should  never  be  so  employed  ;  but  may  be  made  useful  as  sfbck-keepers, 
carters,  and  tradesmen. 

62.  As  your  business  leads  you  much  over  the  country,  can  you  inform  the  Committee  whether 
any  individuals*are  settling  upon  the  Crown  lands? — I  am  told  that  many  have  settled  about  Pointe-k- 
Pierre,  and  that  the  planters  there  are  complaining  much  of  it,  but  of  my  own  knowledge,  I  am. not 
acquainted  with  the  fact. 

63.  Amongst  the  labourers  you  have  attended,  do  many  of  them  reside  upon  the  lauds  they  have^ 
purchased? — A  great  number. 

64.  Of  what  class  are  they  generally? — ^They  are  principally  those  who  were  formerly  slaves  upon, 
the  estates  ;  very  few  immigrants  have  yet  purchased  lands. 

65.  How  do  they  principally  employ  themselves? — ^They  cultivate  their  own  land,  and  occasionally 
work  out. 

66.  Have  these  purchases  of  land  been  made  principally  since  emancipation  ? — In  most  cases. 

67.  The  Committee  have  been  told  that  provisions  and  small  stock  are  now  scarcer  and  dearer  than 
at  any  former  period.  How  do  you  account  for  this,  if  so  many  have  lately  purchased,  and  now  cul- 
tivate land  on  their  own  account  ? — ^They  cultivate  generally  for  their  own  consumption,  and  sell  little 
in  the  market. 

68.  By  whom  was  the  country  formeriy  supplied  with  provisions  ? — By  the  slaves. 

69.  But  as  the  majority  of  these  persons,  although  now  free,  are  in  possession  of  the  same  grounds,. 
'  what  is  the  cause  of  the  diminished  supply  ? — From  cultivation  having  been  generally  neglected  by 

them  throughout  these  quarters. 

70.  But  is  it  not  generally  understood  that  they  live  much  more  expensively  than  formerly,  and  how" 
is  this  increased  expense  supported  ? — I  suppose  they  find  it  easier  to  gain  money  by  working  occa- 
sionally upon  sugar  estates. 

71.  Then  you  are  of  opinion  that  the  high  wages  they  receive  has  induced  them  to  neglect  the  cuf- 
tivation  of  provisions  for  sale?— Decidedly  so. 

72.  Under  such  circumstances,  with  a  large  consumption  and  high  price  for  provisions,  would  it  not 
be  highly  advantageous  for  small  farmers  to  establish  themselves  for  the  production  of  these  articles  ? 
— I  should  think  so ;  but  I  have  observed  no  where  any  such  attempt. 

73.  How  is  the  town  of  San  Fernando  in  which  you  reside  supplied  with  provisions  ? — With  corn, 
cassava,  plantains,  poultry,  and  pigs  from  the  Spanish  Main  principally ;  and  with  yams  from  the 
island  of  Grenada. 

74.  Is  the  supply,  then,  from  the  country  around  inconsiderable? — Extremely  so  j  a  great  many  of 
the  smaller  class  of  vegetables  are  brought  from  Port  of  Spain  by  the  steamer,  and  small  crafL 

75.  Has  the  population  of  San  Fernando  increased  lately  ? — I  think  it  has  trebled  in  the  town  and 
vicinity  since  emancipation. 

76.  Is  this  population  generally  orderly  and  peaceable  ? — ^Tolerably  so  ;  something  better  than  it 
was  two  years  ago,  when  it  was  much  the  reverse, 

77.  To  what  do  you  ascribe  the  latter  improvement? — To  the  activity  and  firmness  of  our  present 
resident  magistrate  in  San  Fernando. 

78.  Are  manv  offences  against  property  or  person  committed  ? — Petty  thefts  are  very  numerous. 
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TRtNn>^U>«  79.  How  far  do  yoa  consider  tlie  present  Police  force  adequate  to  the  repression  of  any  distorliance 

•■^^  or  breach  of  the  peace^  should  it  occur  ? — Possibly  the  Police  force  in  San  Fernando,  consisting  of  a 

Serjeant  and  seven  men,  may  he  sufficient  for  that  town,  as  there  is  a  military  post  in  the  vicinity,  but 
certainly  not  for  the  country  around. 

80.  Is  there  then  no  Police  force  stationed  in  the  country? — There  is  a  station  on  the  Umon  Stall 
estate,  but  there  is  seldom  a  constable  in  attendance  in  the  day  time,  and  never  one  at  night;  and 
there  is  another  station  at  Savanna  Grande,  where  there  is  always  one  serjeant  and  one  constable  in 
attendance. 

81.  What  is  the  population  of  the  quarters  to  which  this  force  is  expected  to  afford  protecdonf^ 
It  is  the  whole  force  for  North  and  South  Naparima  and  Savanna  Grande,  the  population  of  which 
may  consist  of  12,000  souls,  but  I  have  never  seen  any  census  since  1834. 

82.  Are  tliere  not  many  special  constables  who  can  be  called  on  upon  an  emergency  ? — ^Tbere  used 
to  be  two  on  each  estate,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  none  have  been  sworn  in,  according  to  law, 
since  December  last. 

83.  From  your  extensive  practice  throughout  the  country  you  are  no  doubt  well  acquainted  with  the 
state  of  the  roads ;  in  what  condition  are  they  now,  compared  to  what  they  were  formerly  ? — Very  bad 
indeed ;  they  have  been  gradually  getting  worse  and  wgrse  for  the  laist  three' years. 

84.  To  what  cause  do  you  ascribe  this  circumstance? — I  speak  as  to  the  fact.  As  to  the  cause  it 
is  probably  owing  to  the  change  of  system,  and  to  the  difficulty  of  procuring  labour  upon  the  roads 
since  emancipation. 

85.  From  your  general  acquaintance  with  the  proprietors  of  estates,  are  you  of  opinion  that  agri- 
culture is  in  general  in  a  state  of  prosperity  in  the  three  quarters  on  which  you  practise  ? — ^I  think  it 
is  improving. 

86.  Do  you  think  it  is  profitable  ?— From  all  I  have  heard  and  have  reason  to  believe,  I  think  that 
very  few  estates,  after  meeting  their  expenses,  have  paid  ordinary  interest  of  money,  in  consequence 
of  their  enormous  expenses  in  wages  of  labour,  building  of  cottages,  and  in  the  increased  cost  of  every 
article  required  upon  an  estate,  with  the  exception  of  the  home  supplies. 

87.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  opening  of  San  Fernando  as  a  Port  of  Entry  for  foreign  vessels 
will  be  generally  advantageous  ? — I  think  it  will  be  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  all  classes  throughout 
the  district. 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Muklkauser  called  in  and  examined. 

88.  What  is  your  profession,  and  how  long  have  you  been  resident  in  the  colony  ? — ^I  am  a  cler* 
gyman  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  have  had  for  the  last  five  years  spiritual  charge  of  the  district 
of  San  Fernando,  which  includes  North  and  South  Naparima,  Pointe-k-Pierre,.  and  the  whole  of  the 
southern  part  of  the  island  from  Oropouche  to  Pointe  Icaque. 

89.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  general  state  of  the  labouring  classes  since  the  abolition  of  appren- 
ticeship ? — I  think  their  state  is  generally  improving,  both  physically  and  morally ;  but  unfortunately 
they  receive  too  much  rum  from  the  planters,  which  frequently  renders  tbeui  unable  to  attend  Divine 
service,  and  indifferent  to  improving  their  minds. 

90.  Are  you  aware  of  any  means  by  which  this  evil  practice  could  be  repressed  ?  Is  there  no  tem- 
perance society  established  in  the  quarter  ? — There  is  none  established  as  yet ;  a  great  difficulty  arisea 
from  the  population  being  collected  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  who  are  as  yet  not  settled  or  star 
tionary,  and  I  think  the  most  efficient  means  at  the  present  moment,  would  be  to  render  it  illegal  to 
distribute  rum  amongst  the  labourers,  which  I  consider  the  greatest  obstacle  to  their  moral  improve- 
ment. With  respect  to  marriage,  their  improvement  has  been  very  great ;  in  1836, 1  united  only  one 
couple — in  1837,  three — ^in  18&,  seven — in  1839,  fifteen — and  in  1840,  twenty-nine. 

91.  Do  you  think  they  are  generally  impressed  with  a  due  sense  of  the  duties  and  obligatk>ns  of  a 
married  state? — I  think  so,  for  with  one  exception,  all  are  now  living  happily  together. 

92.  Do  you  think  that  the  industry  of  the  labourers  has  generally  improved  since  emancipation  ? — 
I  can  only  speak  as  to  the  estates  which  fall  under  my  ministry,  and  I  think  they  are  improving  in 
industry,  although  there  is  certainly  a  great  opening  for  further  improvement  ip  this  respect. 

93.  Can  you  point  out  to  the  Committee  any  measures  which  will  tend,  in  your  estimation,  to  their 
further  improvement  ? — ^I  think  it  would  be  very  advantageous  if  the  practice  of  paying  the  people  on 
Sundays,  which  I  know  exists  in  many  cases,  were  entirely  done  away  with,  as  it  frequently  interferes 
with  their  attendance  on  Divine  service. 

94.  Are  you  aware  of  any  other  improvement  by  the  planters  which  you  can  suggest? — I  recollect 
only  one — that  of  discontinuing  to  cart  produce  on  the  Sunday,  but  which,  I  am  ready  to  admit,  is 
much  less  frequent  than  it  was  formerly. 

95.  In  general,  what  are  the  circumstances  and  condition  of  the  labouring  class  which  compose 
your  flock — are  any  of  them  in  want,  or  in  a  state  of  destitution  ? — ^Their  circumstances  are  very  com- 
fortable, and  I  know  that  many  of  them  are  saving  money. 

96.  Is  that  the  case  generally  with  all  the  immigrants  ? — Generally.  Every  man  who  is  willing  to 
work  can  find  employment  at  good  wages.  Many  of  the  young  immigrants  are  too  fond  of  play  and 
carousing,  and  neglect,  in  consequence,  their  religious  duties  as  well  as  their  work  ;  and  I  have  much 
trouble  in  impressing  moral  duties  upon  them. 

97.  But  in  consequence  of  this  neglect  of  work,  are  you  aware  of  any  of  them  being  in  a  state  of 
want  or  starvation  ? — ^None.     The  high  wages  they  receive  when  they  do  work,  prevents  that. 

98.  Are  you  at  all  aware  of  any  suffering  from  sickness  or  mortality  amongst  the  immigrants  of 
your  flock  ?— No,  not  more  than  amongst  the  natives. 

99.  Are  their  children  well  provided  with  schools  in  this  colony  ? — ^Yes.  In  proportion  to  the  popu- 
lation, I  may  say  as  well  provided  as  in  any  island  in  the  West  Indies.  But  many  difficulties  occur 
from  the  population  being  so  thinly  scattered  over  the  country. 

100.  You  are  then  of  opinion  that  if  the  population  were  more  dense,  it  would  be  more  conducive 
to  their  moral  and  religious  improvement  ? — Decidedly  so,  if  the  religious  establishments  and  means 
of  instruction  were  increased  in  the  same  proportion  :  at  the  present  moment,  any  number  of  immi- 
grants arriving  in  North  and  South  Naparima,  and  Savanna  Grande,  would  find  within  a  reasonable 
distance,  churches  and  chapel  schools  in  which  Divine  service  is  performed  every  Sunday  regularly. 

101.  Have  you  met  with^any  backwardness  amongst  the  proprietors  to  assist  in  promoting  these 
objects  ?    Generally  speaking,    I  have  met  with  great  support.    Land  has  in  all  cases  been  g^ven 
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^aiuUously ;  labour,  in  manj  instances,  particularly  in  the  cartage  of  materials,  and  the  pecuniary       TRINt0All^« 
subscriptions  have  been  very  liberal  to  the  church  at  San  Fernando.  -~ 

102.  Have  you  any  liberated  Africans  attached  to  your  church  ?— A  few. 

103.  If  any  more  should  arrive,  what  would  be  the  best  measures,  in  your  opinion,  to  adopt? — It 
is  my  opinion  that  on  arrival,  they  should  be  generally  divided,  and  mixed  among  the  inhabitants, 
where  they  could  be  regularly  visited  and  instructed  by  a  minister. 

104.  Is  there  any  hospital  established  in  San  Fernando  for  the  use  of  this  district  ? — ^There  is  none» 
which  is  a  great  deficiency,  for  there  is  none  nearer  than  Port  of  Spain ;  and  frequently  the  captains 
of  Droghers  and  the  Steamer  will  not  take  them  up  when  extremely  sick,  as  it  would  deter  other  pas- 
sengers from  embarking.  I  have  been  obliged  to  pay  as  high  as  seven  dollars  to  get  a  sick  person 
conveyed  to  town. 

105.  Would  it  not  be  possible  in  this  populous  district,  to  establish  an  hospital  by  voluntary  sub- 
scriptions?— I  do  not  think  it  could  be  done  by  voluntary  subscriptions  alone;  they  might  come  in  aid 
of  a  government  estabh'shment,  and  there  are  really  so  many  urgent  cases  of  distress,  arising  firom 
accidents,  that  it  would  be  most  desirable  to  have  one  established. 

106.  As  by  your  statement  the  labouring  classes  make  money  with  so  much  facility,  would  it  not  be 
advantageous  to  establish  a  benefit  society  amongst  them,  for  their  protection  in  sickness  ? — I  have  a 
benefit  society,  but  it  only  embraces  assistance  in  old  age,  nourishment  and  attendance  in  sickness, 
and  in  case  of  death,  funeral  expenses;  and  three  dollars  afforded  to  married  lying-in- women ;  but  it 
does  not  afford  medical  treatment,  as  the  funds  are  not  sufficient. 

107.  Do  you  generally  find  the  labourers  disposed  to  subscribe  to  this  fund  ?— Not  generally.  The 
whole  number  does  not  exceed  120  to  130.  When  in  gt)od  health  they  are  not  disposed  to  pay  for 
future  sickness,  which,  they  imagine,  will  never  occur.  But  it  is  a  matter  so  essential,  that  every  effort 
will  be  made  to  increase  the  society  for  the  future. 


Thursday,  6th  May,  1841. 

Paradise  Estate,  Tacarigua. 

The  Honourable  W.  H.  Burnley,  in  the  Chair. 

The  Rev.  /.  H.  Hamilton  called  in  and  examined. 

108.  The  Committee  are  informed  that  your  are  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England.  How  long 
have  you  resided  in  the  colony,  and  what  districts  are  included  in  your  spiritual  charge? — ^Nearly 
four  years.     St.  Joseph's,  Tacarigua,  Arouca,  and  Arima,  are  all  under  my  charge. 

109.  What  do  you  consider  to  be  the  population  of  these  districts,  and  what  proporti<ni  of  them 
are  attached  to  your  flock  ? — I  really  know  of  no  correct  data  on  which  to  form  an  estimate.  The 
population  has  increased  since  emancipation,  and  is  increasing  every  day.  Three  laige  villages  have 
sprung  up  on  the  line  of  road  to  Arima,  and  settlers  are  establishing  themselves  everywhere.  The 
number  attending  the  ministry  of  the  Church  of  England  may  amount  to  about  1500  adults. 

1 10.  What  accommodation  do  you  possess  in  these  districts  in  the  shape  of  churches  and  schools  ? 
-—One  school-house  in  Tacarigua,  erected  by  private  subscription,  amounting  to  636/.  sterling,  towards 
which  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  furnished  150/.  sterling,  capable  of  containing  250  persons,  and 
which  is  on  Sundays  used  as  a  place  of  Divine  worship.  In  the  town  of  St.  Joseph's,  an  old  barrack- 
room  serves  as  a  school-room  and  place  of  Divine  worship  on  Sunday ;  and  in  the  village  of  Arima, 
the  police  station  serves  for  similar  purposes. 

111.  Do  you  consider  these  accommodations  to  be  sufficient  ?— -Certainly  I  do  not. 

112.  What  do  you  find  to  be  the  state  of  morality  amongst  the  labouring  classes? — Generally 
speaking  their  moral  and  religious  state  is  at  a  very  low  ebb  indeed,  but  a  gradual  improvement  is 
taking  place. 

113.  In  what  partkHilar  points  do  you  find  this  improvement? — In  a  more  steady  attendance  at 
Divine  service,  and  less  desecration  of  the  Sabbath  in  dancing  and  other  riotous  amusements :  increas- 
ing marriages,  and  the  abandonment  of  many  superstitious  and  improper  customs. 

114.  Do  you  think  that  they  have  latterly  improved  in  industry,  frugality,  and  sobriety? — Consider- 
ing their  recent  emancipation,  and  the  benighted  state  in  which  it  found  them,  added  to  the  very  high 
rate  of  wages  they  receive,  I  think  there  is  more  industry  amongst  them  than  we  could  reasonably 
have  anticipated.  With  regard  to  their  sobriety,  the  large  quantity  of  rum  gratuitously  distributed  on 
the  estates,  presents  a  temptation  to  inebriety  which  they  cannot  resist ;  and  I  certainly  cannot  say 
that  they  are  frugal,  being  very  extravagant  in  their  dress,  and  squander  much  money  in  amusements 
and  luxuries. 

115.  Then  you  do  not  consider  that  they  have  improved  in  these  respects  since  emancipation? — 
Quite  the  reverse.  The  high  wages  they  receive,  and  their  few  necessary  wants,  supply  too  ample 
means  for  temptation. 

1 16.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  any  real  solid  improvement  in  religious  morality  can  accompany  such 
a  state  of  society? — It  certainly  renders  it  more  difficult,  but  as  their  opportunities  of  religious  im- 
provements are  now  increased,  I  have  every  hope,  when  the  evils  alluded  to  meet  the  attention  of 
Government,  that  these  difficulties  will  be  gradually  removed. 

117.  You  have  stated  that  one  great  cause  of  their  inebriety  arises  firom  the  quantity  of  rum  distri- 
buted gratuitously  by  the  planters.  Have  you  endeavoured  to  inculcate  upon  your  parishioners  the 
propriety  of  giving  up  this  demoralizing  practice  ? — Frequently. 

1 18.  tVhat  answer  has  been  made  to  your  representations  ?  Do  they  hold  out  any  hope  or  expectation 
of  the  practice  being  shortly  abandoned  ? — ^The  planters  have  invariably  admitted  that  the  practice 
is  demoralizing  and  pernicious,  but  complain  of  a  want  of  unanimity  in  endeavouring  to  put  it  down. 

119.  But  do  you  consider  it  a  valid  objection  that  an  individual  should  not  abandon  a  bad  practice 
because  his  neighbour  refuses  to  reform  also? — I  do  not  consider  it  a  good  objection,  but  under  exist- 
ing circumstances  an  individual  might  sufier  most  materially,  in  fact  he  might  lose  many  of  his 
labourers,  by  attempting  such  a  reform  alone. 

120.  Then  you  think  that  the  difficulty  in  the  way  of  reform  lies  more  with  the  labouring  population 
than  with  the  planters? — I  do  not  consider  that  the  labourers  as  a  body  would  object  to  the  withdrawal 
of  the  allowance  of  rum,  whether  effected  through  a  Government  order  or  otherwise,  provided  they 
received  an  equivalent  in  money. 

121.  What  then  are  the  Committee  to  understand  to  be  the  existing  circumstances  which  you  stated 
in  a  former  reply,  would  prevent  a  planter  from  attempting  this  reform  lest  he  should  incur  the  risk 
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rotWPMJK       of  ]o»Dg  his  Jabourers?— ^Tlie  existing  circmnstaaces  to  which  I  alludtd  are  fbundsd  upon  a  pauciif' 
*~**"  of  labourers,  and  the  competition  for  their  acrvices  tends  to  the  contiQuance  of  the  evil,lbr  the  plaDlei» 

are  unable  to  suppress  the  practice  unless  they  act  with  unanimity. 

132.  You  are  then  of  opinion  that  if  some  of  the  planters  withdraw  the  allowancie  of  nvn,  whilst 
others  continued  it,  that  the  latter  would  base  greater  advamUges  in  the  market  ibr  labour  ? — I  cob^ 
aider  that  the  measure  must  be  universal  and  unanimous  to  succeed. 

123.  Has  any  tempexance  society  been  formed  in  these  districts  ?-*^ot  to  my  knowledge. 

124.  As  the  Committee  know  that  the  Agricultural  Society  as  a  body  have  racommended  to  hia 
Excellency  the  Governor  to  establish  a  money-rate  in  lieu  of  the  allowance  of  mm  now  given,  and  aa 
you  seem  of  opinion  that  the  labourers  would  agree  to  the  commutation,  might  not  gi^at  facilities  U> 
the  change  be  afforded  by  establishing  a  temperance  society  in  these  districts? — Gradual  good  inoigbt 
Ksult  therefrom^  but  from  the  large  quantity  of  spirits  delivectd,  gieat  difGoul^  would  attend  the 
measure. 

125.  Does  not  the  greatest  of  the  evil  suggest  the  necessity  of  immediaielf  adopting  a  meascare 
which  would  tend,  although  only  slowly  and  gpradually,  to  remove  it?-^From  the  low  state  of  their 
moral  and  religious  character,  and  the  little  t^st  to  be  placed  in  any  temperance  pledge  that  might  be 
given  by  the  labourei:s,  wUh  the  facility  of  evading  it  and  the  temptation  so  to  do»  1  think  that  very 
uttle  good  would  result  from  the  adoption  of  a  temperance  society. 

126.  What  is  the  general  condition  of  the  labouring  class  composing  your  flock  ?  Are  they  ever  i» 
wiant  of  employment,  or  of  the  means  of  procuring  a  comfortable  subsistence  ? — ^They  aie  never  m 
want  of  employment,  and  are  in  a  state  of  great  prosperity ;  and  they  have  a  great  command-of  money^ 
as  evinced  in  the  expenses  they  incur  in  dress  and  domestic  comforts. 

127.  Do  they  pay  readily  for  the  schooling  of  their  children  ?-^The  charge  imposed  is  hfdf  a  bit 
(2^(f.  sterling)  per  week  for  each  child,  to  which  they  were  much  opposed  at  first. 

128.  Have  you  many  immigrants  under  your  spiritual  charge  ? — Several  from  the  Leeward  Islands^ 
and  some  from  the  United  States  of  America. 

129.  Do  they  enjoy  the  same  advantages  as  the  itativesin  finding  constant  employment  and  making 
money  ? — Equally  Uie  same,  besides  some  extra  allowances  for  the  first  six  months  after  their  arrival^ 
to  afford  them  time  to  establish  gardens. 

130.  The  Committee  understand  from  your  former  replies,  that  a  large  number  of  labouring  immi- 
grants have  arrived  since  emancipation  in  these  districts,  and  you  say  that  they  are  encouraged  to 
cultivate  gardens.  Have  they,  to  your  knowledge,  assisted  in  any  way  to  reduce  the  price  of  small 
atock  and  garden  6tufl%  by  their  labour? — ^No,  they  have  not;  on  the  contrary,  I  (Amik  that  poultry 
and  vegetables  are  now  higher  in  price  than  ever  they  were. 

131.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  labourers  have  generally  a  great  deal  of  leisure  time  which 
might  be  devoted  to  the  raising  of  these  articles?^— Yee,  they  have,  as  I  generally  meet  them  in  my 
pastoral  visits  to  the  estates,  returning  from  their  daily  labour  out  of  crop  season,  between  eleven  an^ 
twelve  o'clock  in  the  moaning,  having  the  remainder  cHfthe  day  to  themselves. 

132.  If  provisions  and  vegetables  are  then  so  scarce,  and  prices  so  high,  to  what  eircamstanee  d^ 
you  ascribe  their  not  furnishing  a  better  supply  to  the  market?— They  generally  consume  thenisehea 
the  poultry  and  vegetables  they  raise,  and  their  wages  are  so  ample,  that  they  find  no  necessity  for 
any  further  exertion. 

133.  Do  yon  believe  that  they  are  generally  fhmisbed  upon  estates  miHk  as  nracfa  ground  as  tfwy 
may  vHsh  to  cultivate? — ^To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  there  is  no  limit  to  the  extent  of  the  ground 
tbey  may  wish  to  cultivate  in  these  districts. 

134.  Would  labourers,  either  native  or  immigrant,  find  any  difficulty  in  purchasing  lands  if  they  ate 
so  disposed  ? — I  know  of  no  difficulty,  and  in  many  cases  they  have  already  purchased  extensively. 
Host  estates  have  more  land  uncultivated  than  they  have  in  use,  which  the  proprietors,  I  beMeve, 
woukl  readily  sell. 

135.  Have  immigrants  suffered  severely  from  sickness  or  mortality? — The  Europeans  have,  but 
those  of  African  descent  are  Kable  generally  to  a  seasoning  fever  only,  and  as  far  aa  I  ean  asecKain^ 
the  mortality  is  net  greater  than  amongst  the  natives. 

136.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  they  hare  genendly  improved  their  eon^ion  by  migrating  to 
dds  island  ? — ^They  have  certainly  bettered  their  condition  by  finding  higher  rates  of  wages,  and  un- 
limited employment. 

187.  Do  you  think  that  the  natire  labourers  have  In  any  way  been  injured,  or  thenr  drcBmslaoees 
deteriorated  by  the  introdue^n  of  so  many  immigrants  ?— Their  temporal  cendition  has  been  by  no 

'  means  injured,  and  I  think  that  the  introduction  of  the  immigrants  firora  the  United  States  of  Anerfea 
and  the  old  islands,  will  tend,  by  the  better  example  they  have  shown,  to  improve  their  moral  eonduet ; 
and  as  many  of  the  existing  evils  in  our  rural  population  arise  from  the  great  demand  for  labouren^ 
the  consequent  contpetition  for  their  services  amongst  the  proprietors,  and  the  various  indulgences 
afforded  to  the  former,  f  cannot  but  think  that  these  evils  have  been  in  some  degree  lessened  by  the 
number  of  immigrants  introduced. 

188.  To  what  do  yon  ascribe  the  moral  supeiiority  you  have  observed  amongst  the  old  islands  la- 
bourers, as  compaered  to  our  own  ? — From  a  residence  for  many  yearn  in  most  of  the  Leeward  Islands* 
I  ascribe  it  to  more  attention  having  been  paid  to  their  moral  and  religious  instruction,  both  ra  early 
years  and  afler  life,  and  from  the  means  of  religious  Instruetion  bemg^  easily  accessible  to  all  classes. 

189.  Are  you  of  opinion  then  that  this  Colony  does  not  furnish  ti^  same  facUities  fbr  religious  in- 
s^ction  as  the  old  islands?—  I  do  net  think  it  does. 

140.  Will  you  state  your  reasons  for  coming  to  this  condusian  ?— 'In  the  extensive  districts  of  which 
I  am  minister,  there  was,  at  the  period  of  my  anival,  only  one  smaH  school  hi  the  town  of  St.  Joseph's, 
and  in  the  populous  quarter  of  Tacarigua  there  was  neither  school-house  nor  obwrch.  Altkoiigh  by 
the  liberality  of  the  proprietary  body  and  others,  aided  by  the  bishop  of  the  dioeese,  we  have  since 
erected  a  large  and  commodious  school-house,  we  still  require  a  ehureh,  fbr  which  I  have  already  re- 
ceived very  liberal  subscriptions  from  the  proprietors  and  several  hundreds  of  the  labourers,  and  want 
only  aid  from  the  Qovemment  to  enable  me  to  commence  it.  And  I  must  also  aM  from  my  ministe- 
rial experience  in  the  old  colonies,  that  they  present,  in  consequence  cfi  their  dense  population  and 
limited  size,  faeilities  fbr  imparting  instruction,  which  the  scattered  population  of  this  large  island  ean- 
not  at  present  afford. 

141.  In  what  way  does  onr  scattered  population  present  obstacles  to  religious  instruction? — Prom 
the  great  distance  between  the  different  settlements  rendering  a  coamtimieatiefi  with  the  resideat 
popu^tioa  extremely  difficult)  and  in  some  seasons  almost  impossible;  and,  as  an  instance,  i  may 
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state  that  I  have  recently  visited  the  setllMieiiis  of  the  disbaiidad  black  soldiers  at  M anzanilla,  at  the       Tyifmw^T^: 
request  of  the  bishop,  and  although  X  am  the  nearest  Protestant  minister,  and  might  effect  a  little  -^j 

good  by  occasional  visits,  I  find  that  I  should  be  unable  to  pay  them  that  close  attention  which 
their  spiritual  wants  require,  solety  from  the  difficuUies  arising  fVt)m  the  distance  and  the  bad  state  of 
the  roads. 

142.  The  Committee  beg  to  know  whether  yoii  are  in  any  way  interested' in  the  profits  of  sugar  cul- 
tivation ? — I  am  not  in  any  imf. 

143.  Your  aMwaaents,  thrn«  with  respect  to  the  conduct  and  morels  of  the  labouring  popiiUtfan, 
restilt  solely  from  your  intenoourae;  with  them  in  your  ministerial  capacity  ?-«<-Con(ipletely  sow 

144.  With  respect  to  the  domestics  of  your  household,  has  their  conduct  improved  siooe  emaocipa* 
tiouv  or  not  ?— I  have  found  unnm  good,  and  seme  quite  the  reverse. 

144.  Has  the  rate  of  wages  for  dooMstics  inereaeed  ?— 1  am  obliged  to  pay  very  high  wages ;  I  pey 
a  roan  servant  twelve  dollars  a  nemh,  and  a  female  servant  lea  dollars. 

146v  Do  you  coalraQt  for  their  services  by  the  year  or  the  month  ?^*^y  the  month. 

147.  Do  you  require  in  all  cases  certificates  of  character  previously  lo  taking  them  into  yonv 
service? — I  regret  to  lay  thai  enclk  certifiaatee  ana,  generally  epeaking,  neither  given  nor  required  in 
this  colony. 

148.  Do  yoo  not  coneider  tUa  to  be  a  neoeBSi^y  pivoaution  ?•"-!  do ;  but  sueh  is  the  scarcity  of  dkh- 
mestic  servants,  that  necessity  obliges  us  to  take  those  whose  characters  will  not  always  stand  tha  test 
of  rigid  inqniry. 

149.  Can  you  depend  ufion  tiMir  remaining  steadily  in  yoar  service  for  any  length  of  time  7-^Tbaf 
consider  themselves  boimd  for  only  one  month,  and  might  be  disposed  to  remain  steadily  in  your 
service,  but  io  crop  sBaaon-are  tempted  to  resort  to  the  estates  by  the  high  wages  given,  and  quit  youv 
service. 

156,  Why  do  yon  not  then  ugage  tbeir  services  by  the  year  ?-<-iBeeau8e  Ihey  will  not  enter  into  any 
such  contract. 

1^1.  Are  you  then  liable  to  be  left  occasionally  Without  any  domesltcs  ?*^That  haaoocorred  to  me 
onoe,  lately,  with  respect  to  femak  nrvants. 

15^  Indepeadeotly  oS  the  gtalnitoM  distribution  of  mm  of  which  yoo  have  complained,  are  yoi> 
aware  of  any  other  pvooeodings  of  the  pianilen  nnAMronrable  to  the  mend  in»provement  of  the  labour^ 
ere^^l  h«ve  reason  to  believe  that  the  payment  of  wages  on  Sunday  continues  in  seme  iitttanees. 

153.  The  Committee  hove  been  iofcrmed  thai  in  soma  parts  of  the  isUnd  cartage  of  produce  otttbe 
Soaday  has  not  altogether  ceased ;  hava  yo«  obeerved  any  such  practioe  in  your  distriete  ?'^1  have 
seen  it  done  very  rarely^  a«d  I  hawe'  reason  to>  believe  not  by  any  portioi^  of  the  Protostant  inhft* 
bitante. 

154.  You  have  stated  that  yo«  recently  visilad,  aA  therequeet  of  the  bisbopi  the  setdements  of  the 
black  disbanded  soldiers  to  the  eastward  ;  in  what  condition  do  they  appear,  as  comfiared  to  the  aet^* 
tlements  and  viUages  io  tiiesadietriots?— ^Socne  o^  their  hoasefi  are  very  good,  but  the  generality  of 
them  very  iirfwior  ^  and  with  regard  to  dres  and  exterior  appearanoe,  they  are  much  behind  the  agri* 
cokural  labourers  ia  the  sugar  Sstriets. 

155.  Do  they  exhibit  neat  cnlfeivatioB^  showing  an  a|^pearance  of  abundance  around  them  d-^-^Some 
few  had  tolerable  gardens,  but  the  hooses  of  the  nsi^ority  are  surrounded  with  brushwood^  without  any 
si^ns  of  cultivation ;  their  provision  groonds  are  planted,  I  understand,  at  a  distance. 

156.  What  do  you  compote  ta  be  the  distance  between  the  nearest  and  furthest  settlemeat  ?— «J 
consider  it  to  be  fifteen  miles  firom  La  Sieve  io  Mamsanilia. 

157.  Do  they  keep  the  line  of  road  in  good  order? — A  distance  of  nine  miles  firon  Terrure  to 
Mount  Calabash  waa  alraost  impassable  at  my  visit,  from  bed  bridges,  fallen  trees,  and  mud,  although 
it  was  in  the  middle  of  the  dry  season;  the  remainder,  from  the  nature  of  the  soil  and  the  locality, 
forms  a  tolerable  bridle  road. 

156.  Do  they  seem  in  a  prosperoos  state,  as  if  in  possession  of  abundant  means  ?-*-They  seem  to  be 
in  possession  of  abundance  of  provieioDa,  but  they  complained  to  me  of  the  great  difficulty  o^  convertings 
them  into  money ;  that  oeoasionaUy  their  yams  rotted  on  their  hands  from  their  inability  to  find  a 
market  for  them> 

159.  What  distance  then  do  yon  compute  their  settlements  to  be  from  the  market  of  Jacarigna, 
where  articles  of  this  description  are  represented  to  be  so  scarce  and  dear? — A  distance  of  about  25 
roiies,  rendtrmg  it  impossible  fbr  any  profi^ble  piurpose  to  convey  their  proinsions  to  this  market. 

160.  What  is  apparently  their  moral  and  rdigiuns  condition  ? — I  am  sorry  to  say  that  their  moral 
and  religious  state  is  most  deplorable.  From  the  entire  want,  fbr  a  long  series  of  years,  of  clerical 
instruction,  even  the  outward  form  of  Christianity  has  almost  disappeared  amongst  them ;  indeed,  me* 
laocholy  to  relate,  many  of  them  have  relapsed  into  the  errors  of  MahometaniBm,  under  the  guidance  of 
three  M andingo  prieste  established  amongst  them.  One  of  the  number  can  write,  and  has  copied  por*- 
tions  of  the  Koran,  whkh  he  reads  to  his  asaembled  follqwers,  and  to  whom  they  seem  to  look  up  with 
the  greatest  reverence.  It  is  necessary  to  observe,  that  these  men,  when  in  the  British  avmy,  were 
instructed  by  the  military  chapkuna  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Established  Church,  and,  but  fbr  their 
removal  to  so  isolated  a  pasition,  a  cooseqaent  privation  of  all  means  of  confirming  them  in  the  faith 
of  our  holy  religioa,  might  at  this  day  have  been  good  ChrisUaoe. 

161.  What  remedy  would  you  recommend  for  this  evil?-*-On  this  subject  I  have  already  addressed 
his  Bxcelleaey  the  €k>vernor  and  the  Bishop  of  the  Dioosse,  and  suggested  the  necessity  of  a  resident 
clergyman,  efficient  schoolmaster,  and  a  regular  medu^l  practitioner,  as  they  have  no  phyau^an  Within 
thirty  miles  of  them^ ;  and  if  this  cannot  be  effected,  I  certainly  think  it  will  be  eiq>edient  to  remove 
them  Io  a  more  settled  and  civiliaed  district,  where  these  wants  can  be  supplied. 

162.  Do  you  think  that  the  settlers,  themselves  would  be  disposed  to  adopt  the  latter  alternative  ?-<- 
The  two  propositions  were  made  tome  by  the  people  themselves  ;  and  firom  what  I  saw  and  heard  as  to 
the  difficulty  of  oonveying  their  pioduee  to  a  nsarket^  I  think  they  would  rather  incline  to  the  latter 
alternative.  The  government  has  certainly  done  every  thing  in  its  power  to  obviate  the  difficulty,  by 
sending  a  vessel  ocoasbnidly  to  ovry  the  prodooe  of  their  gardens  to  Port  of  Spain ;  but  from  the 
length,  difficulty,  knd  danger  of  the  voyage*  the  whole  armngement  is  liable  to  frequent  dls- 
apf>ointment.l 

163.  Have  you  had  any  intentourse  with  the  liberated  Africans  landed  here  about  five  years  ago  ? 
—Very  liUle. 

164.  Do  you  think  Uiat  the  introduction  of  any  additional  number  of  these  people  from  Sierra 
Leone,  or  elsei^iere,  would  be  attended  wkk  any  iooonvenient  or  disadvantagnouB  results ?r*I  do  not. 
see  that  any  disadvantage  could  arise  from  it. 
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mNn>in>.  Saturday,  Sth  May,  1841. 

■■*-  Port  cf  Spain. 

The  Honourable  W.  H.  Buanlet  in  the  Chair. 

Richard  S.  Darlings  Esquire,  called  in  and  examined. 

165.  How  long  haTe  yon  resided  in  this  colony  ?— Between  nine  and  ten  years. 

166.  In  what  capacity  or  profession  ? — I  first  acted  as  Planting  Attorney  for  Joseph  Wilson,  Son, 
and  Co.,  of  Dublin.  I  am  now  in  general  mercantile  business,  and  act  as  attorney  for  seven  estates  in 
difl^rent  parts  of  the  island. 

167.  As  you  were  here  during  slavery  and  apprenticeship,  please  to  state  whether  the  expenses  of 
cultivation  have  much  increased  since  emancipation  ?•«— The  expenses  of  cultivation  have  nearly 
doubled;  the  cash  wages  alone,  whhout  allowances,  being  nearly  one-half  of  the  whole  expenditore. 

168.  At  what  rate  were  wages  fixed  immediately  after  emancipation  ? — At  80  cents,  (i5dL  sterling) 
with  some  allowances  per  task. 

'  169.  What  do  yon  mean  by  a  task  ?— A  certain  amount  of  labour  wluoh  we  agreed  to  take  ia  lieu 
of  a  day's  work. 

'  170.  Did  it  constitute  in  fact  a  good  day's  work  ? — ^Not  at  all ;  it  was  frequently  and  oasily  per- 
Ibrmed  in  four  hours. 

171.  What  was  the  cause  of  the  planters  selecting  this  small  poKion,  instead  of  requiring  a  good 
day's  labour? — The  planter  did  not  select  or  fix  it.  He  found  this  small  task  already  established  as 
a  day's  labour.  The  slaves  had  been  for  years  endeavouring  to  do  as  little  work  as  possible,  mnd 
trying  to  conceal  their  power  and  capability,  in  which  they  were  uniformly  supported  by  the  Protector 
of  Slaves  and  Stipendiary  Magistrates. 

179.  Are  you  then  of  opinion  that  habits  of  industry  amongst  the  negroes  were  injured  by  the  or- 
dinances for  melioration  of  slavery  ?'— They  certainly  encouraged  the  desire  wiiich  every  man  naturally 
has,  of  doing  as  little  work  as  possible. 

173.  Yon  state  that  the  labour  market  opened  after  emancipation  at  a  fixed  price  per  task.  Can  all 
work  on  a  sugar  estate  be  done  by  the  task? — Not  ail.  It  is  principally  confined  to  weeding,  trench- 
ing, and  all  out-of-crop-work  in  general.  In  time  of  crop  it  is  limited  to  cutting  caoea,  carting  aad 
crooking  them  to  the  mill ;  but  in  all  cases,  whether  by  task  or  the  day's  work,  you  are  obliged  to 
stipulate  what  the  day*8  work  should  be,  to  insure  a  reasonable  quantity  being  p^ormed. 

174.  In  hiring  labourers  by  the  day  for  work  in  the  mill  and  boiling  house,  at  what  hour  do  they 
turn  out  in  the  morning? — It  is  very  difficult  to  get  the  work  fiurly  comtMnoed  before  seven  tn  the 
morning,  and  generally  it  ends  between  five  and  six.  Great  loss  ensues  firom  the  present  mode  of 
proceeding,  particularly  in  this  island,  where  the  dry  weather,  in  which  the  crop  is  made,  is  more 
limited  in  time  than  in  the  old  islands. 

175.  Would  it  not  be  possible  to  save  the  crops  in  our  short  dry  season,  by  hiring  additional  lundb 
to  work  in  the  mill  and  boiling-house  after  half-past  five  and  six  o'clock  in  the.  evening  for  extra 
wages  ?-— Quite  out  of  the  question.  With  our  present  limited  population,  it  is  difficult  to  induce 
them  to  work  steadily  during  the  hours  which  they  themselves  have  selected. 

176.  You  are  not  then  always  sure  of  their  working  during  the  hours  you  have  mentioned  ?-*^ever ; 
it  depends  entirely  upon  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  labourers.  You  cannot  tell  on  Saturday  night 
whe^er  your  mill  can  be  put  about  on  Monday  or  not ;  and  nothing  insures  its  being  done  on  a^y 
day,  but  having  more  labourers  settled  on  the  estate  than  is  necessary  to  do  the  work.  They  do,  hi 
fact,  as  they  please.  On  the  Hermitage  Estate,  a  week  or  two  since,  we  stopped  the  mill  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  the  canes  weeded,  but  they  all  refused  to  weed,  and  after  attempting  it  for  a  week, 
we  were  obliged  to  desist  and  recommence  grinding  canes  again. 

1 77.  Why  do  you  not  attempt  to  make  fixed  contracts  with  your  labourers,  before  a  magistrate,  to 
work  for  the  crop  season,  or  even  a  month  or  a  week  ? — ^They  invariably  refiisc  to  enter  into  any  con- 
tracts, and  can  always  find  employment  whenever  they  please  without  it.  They  even  frequently 
throw  up  their  work  after  it  is  commenced,  from  the  most  capricious  motives.  I  have  known  a  carter, 
directed  to  take  canes  firom  a  particular  part  of  the  field,  which  being  cut  earliest  were  liable  to  be- 
come sour,  declare  that  he  would  not  be  dictated  to,  and  leave  his  cart  in  the  field.  They  frequently 
refiife  to  work  unless  allowed  to  take  some  favourite  animal  in  preference.  On  Retrench  Estate,  in 
South  Naparima,  which  in  general  is  as  well  supplied  with  labour  as  those  around  it,  some  feast  or 
holiday,  about  a  month  since,  attracted  the  Spanish  peons,  who  usually  cut  our  canes,  and  the  whole 
manufoctory  would  have  been  stopped  if  other  labourers  were  not  procured  to  supply  their  places. 
The  manager  had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  inducing  the  labourers  previously  engaged  to  weed,  to  cut 
canes  in  their  stead,  and  then  only  under  the  condition  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  cut  what  piece 
they  pleased  on  the  estate,  and  he  was  obliged  to  consent  to  their  cutting  a  piece  which  had  been 
reserved  in  the  proper  routine  of  the  work  until  a  later  period,  by  which  our  whole  plans  are  mate- 
rially deranged. 

178.  In  Sie  cases  alluded  to,  cannot  you  obtain  redress  by  application  to  a  magistrate? — In  the 
case  of  the  Retrench  Estate,  which  is  in  South  Naparima,  the  proprietors  in  general  consider  it  to  be 
useless  to  apply  for  redress  to  the  stipendiary  magistrate  appointed  to  act  in  that  district.  In  the  first 
place,  he  does  not  understand  the  language  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  quarter,  who  almost  without  ex- 
ception, speak  French  and  Ekiglish,  whitet  he  is  a  native  of  Spain ;  and,  in  general,  very  little  con- 
fidence is  placed  in  his  judgment.  But  even  in  other  districts,  where  no  objection  to  the  magistrate 
exists,  so  much  uncertainty  prevails  as  to  the  result — so  much  loss  of  time  by  attendance  of  managers 
and  witnesses,  with  a  great  risk  of  much  unpopularity  attaching  to  the  former,  interfering  with  his 
future  exertions  to  procure  labour — thatit  is  in  general  found  advisable  to  pass  over  even  more  heinous 
oSonoes  than  I  have  enumerated.  Even  when  I  have  represented  to  the  managers  that  it  would  never 
answer  to  pass  over  all  ofi^nces,  and  that  it  would  be  better  to  select  some  one  culprit  as  an  example, 
we  have  found,  af^er  goin^  to  the  expense  of  citing  the  party,  that  it  operated  only  as  a  notice  for  him 
to  abscond,  taking  with  him  such  tools  belonging  to  the  estate  as  happened  to  be  in  hi^  possession. 

179.  Have  they,  then,  no  fixed  property  of  their  own  upon  the  estate  to  preveot  sudi  practices?— 
Very  few  have.  The  great  majority  are  in  an  unsettled  state,  having  no  fixed  residence,  moving 
about  from  estate  to  estate,  which  accounts  for  the  difficulty  which  I  understand  exists  in  the  way  of 
making  out  a  census  of  the  population*  which  cannot  be  correctly  effiscted  unless  the  whole  afe  num- 
bered on  one  fixed  day.  Even  then  it  woidd  be  imperfect,  as  you  cannot  ascertain  what  number 
inay  have  taken  up  their  lodgings  in  the  labourers'  houses  during  the  preceding;  night,  and  no  true 
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informatHm  can  be  extracted  from  the  laboarert  tliemselvea  on  the  sabject.   There  are  a  certain  number      TRINIBAP* 
of  the  old  estates'  people  of  a  diffnrent  character,  who  possess  some  property;  many  of  them  own  ^wmr 

and  keep  horses  upon  the  estate,  and  this  class  of  persons  is  generally  well  behaved. 

180.  Do  you  consider,  then,  our  native  labourers  more  settled  in  their  habits  than  the  immigrants  ? — 
Much  more  so.  I  will  make  this  distinction  in  favour  of  the  Americans,  that  they  do  not  move  from 
mere  caprice  as  the  others  do,  but  from  a  wish  to  undertake  more  profitable  employments;  and  I  think 
they  will,  ultimately,  as  many  have  already  done,  abandon  daily  labour  on  estates  and  become  con- 
tvactort  for  job-work,  and  act  as  middle-men. 

Are  yon  acquainted  with  the  liberated  Africans  as  labourers  ?— I  have  employed  a  great  number 
of  them,  and,  generally  speaking,  prefer  them  as  labourers  to  the  old  island  immigrants.  They  are 
steadiM'  workers  and  more  hardy  in  the  field. 

182.  Has  there  been  a  considerable  immigration  of  labourers  into  the  colony  since  emancipation  ? — 
Veryoomlderable,  and  it  seems  to  become  more  steady  and  regular  every  day. 

188»  You  stated  in  one  of  your  former  replies  that  wages  had  been  fixed  at  the  period  of  emancipa- 
tion at  30  cents  (U.  8d.  sterling)  for  the  task.  Have  they  fallen  since,  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  immigrants  arriving  ? — Instead  of  falling  they  have  been  gradually  rising,  and  are  now  at  a  higher 
point  than  they  have  ever  been  before. 

184.  How  do  you  account  lor  this  very  extraordinary  anomaly  ? — ^To  the  continued  competition  for 
labourers  amongst  the  planters,  coupled  with  the  gradual  rise  in  the  price  of  sugar  during  the  same 
period.  And  it  must  also  be  home  in  mind,  that  although  the  number  of  immigrants  has  been  great, 
the  number  of  day  labourers  has  by  no  means  increasedjn  the  same  proportion ;  in  fact  the  higl^  the 
wages,  the  less  is  the  necessity  of  working  steadily. 

186.  Why,  then,  have  not  the  proprietors  in  the  colony  combined  to  keep  down  the  rate  of  wages 
to  its  original  standard  ? — It  was  partially  attempted,  but  entirely  £ailed«  as  there  was  found  to  be  uo 
steady  or  honest  co-operation ;  and  I  may  add  as  another  reason  lor  increased  wages,  that  great  num- 
beta  of  labourers  are  continually  settling  on  lands  they  have  purchased,  and  a  very  great  number  upon 
lands  belonging  to  other  persons  or  to  the  Crown. 

186.  If  squatting  is  then  carried  on  to  so  great  an  extent,  why  do  not  the  planters,  who  are  so 
mnefa  interested  in  the  matter,  take  measures  to  prevent  it? — ^It  cannot  be  prevented  under  the  present 
ordinance  from  its  inherent  defects,  and  never  will  be  under  any  ordinance,  unless  an  estecutive  officer 
is  appointed  by  Government  to  enforce  it  I  know  at  this  moment  of  a  case  in  which  the  squatters 
are  well  known  to  the  adjacent  proprietors,  but  lest  they  should  lose  the  few  days*  labour  which  they 
•ecasionally  afibrd,  they  are  not  disposed  to  take  steps  which  might  lead  to  their  ejectment,  although 
they  are  continually  complaining  of  the  circumstance. 

187.  You  have  stated  that  wages  have  been  increasing  in  proportion  to  the  rise  in  the  sugar  market. 
Has  not,  then,  the  profits  of  cultivation  been  greater  in  1840,  during  the  extreme  high  prices  of 

\ugar,  than  in  1888  and  1889  ? — Certainly  not.  I  rather  think  much  less ;  many  estates,  I  am  sure, 
mist  have  incurred  a  great  loss ;  but  the  expenses  of  an  estate  are  not  solely  dependent  upon  the  rate 
of  wages;  they  have  latterly  been  materially  increased  by  the  growing  carelessness  of  the  labourers, 
the  inegulanty  of  their  work«  and  their  reckless  disregard  of  the  stock  and  utensils.  I  paid,  at  first, 
the  mule-boys  and  carters  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  loads  of  canes  they  brought  to  the  mill ;  but 
this^  in  most  instances,  I  have  been  obliged  to  renounce  to  save  the  cattle  from  being  over-driven. 
Great  loss  also  arises  from  the  labourers  taking  our  canes  to  any  extent  ihey  please  for  themselves  and 
pigs,  which  the  manager  is  obliged  to  wink  at;  without  adverting  to  the  fires  which  are  continually 
ooenrring  from  their  carelessness,  by  which  the  heaviest  losses  are  sustained. 


Monday,  24th  May,  1841. 

Part  of  Spain, 

The  Honourable  W.  H.  Burnlby  in  the  Chair. 

W.  Hamilton^  Esquire,  called  in  and  examined. 

188.  The  Committee  understand  that  you  have  recently  arrived  in  this  colony  with  a  large  number 
of  liberated  African  labourers  from  Sierra  Leone:  be  so  good  as  to  explain  the  circumstances  under 
which  this  voyage  was  undertaken  ? — In  consequence  of  a  communication  from  the  Governor  of  Sierra 
Leone  to  Lord  John  Russell,  stating  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  liberated  Africans  to  emigrate  to  Tri- 
nidad, I  was  applied  toby  several  gentlemen  in  London  connected  with  the  latter  colony  who,  having 
heard  that  I  had  resided  upwards  of  three  years  in  Sierra  Leone,  consulted  with  me  as  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  people  to  emigrate,  and  in  such  case  whether  I  would  superintend  the  expedition.  Being 
convinced  of  the  practicability  of  the  plan,  and  of  the  advantages  it  held  out  to  Africa,  as  well  as  to 
the  West  Indies,  I  undertook  the  management  of  the  first  attempt,  and  having  obtained  the  consent  of 
the  colonial  minister,  embarked  in  the  Elizabeth  and  Jane^  a  vessel  engaged  for  the  purpose,  and 
arrived  in  Sierra  Leone,  afler  a  passage  of  30  days,  on  the  16th  March,  and  reported  my  arrival  to* 
Sir  John  Jeremie,  the  Governor,  and  acquainted  his  Excellency  with  the  object  of  my  visit  to  the 
colony. 

189.  Did  Sir  John  Jeremie  appear  to  be  aware  of  the  object  of  your  voyage  previous  to  your  arrival?' 
— He  was  aware  of  it,  and  stated  the  same  to  me. 

190.  What  orders  and  instructions  did  he  give  in  consequence? — He  stated  that  he  would  not  inter- 
fere in  any  way  with  the  disposition  of  the  people  with  respect  to  emigration,  but  leave  them  to  pur- 
sue their  own  inclinations  entirely,  which  he  acted  upon  throughout,  and  two  days  afler  my  arrival 
issued  a  circular  to  the  managers  of  the  different  villages,  directing  them  to  act  upon  the  same 
principle. 

191.  Did  you  in  effect  meet  with  any  dtiliculty  or  obstruction  from  any  of  the  subordmate  authori- 
ties of  the  colony  to  the  objects  of  your  mission  ? — Not  the  slightest;  but  my  operations  were  con- 
fined to  Freetown,  where  I  met  with  no  obstruction  on  the  part  of  the  authorities.  I  found  some  rumours 
afloat,  that  the  people  on  arrival  in  the  West  Indies  would  be  sold  into  slavery,  the  source  of  which  I 
could  not  trace. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


76  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

nUNIDiilX       true  acaoiuit  of  the  stiite  of  ajBUrs  ia  the  Wtsi  Indies ;  «Bd  afttr  Mne  shrewd  and  olos^  MUfUneeheA 
*m^m  been  made  ai  that  saoroe,  I  found  thai  I  had  aa  wmmf  appUoaata  m  the  Eivtabelk  ^  Joftd  emU 

carry. 

194.  Whao  you*  say  thai  no  abstmctiona  weve  thfomi  in  yowr  fvay,  do  yaa  mean  thatyoa  bad.no 
lovmalities  to  coMply  with,  or  fees  to  pay,  prios  to  the  eanbarkatiea  o4' the  eaMgraats  ?— By  a»eoloiiial 
law,  persons  intendin{]^  to  leara  the  cokmy  are  compeUed  to  poet  up  their  names  tea  days  pteWoiMlgr 
in  the  SecielBry's  office,  and  lake  out  a  passport,  fas  wfaick  a  fee  (>f  2$*  6d.  starling  m  aharysd;  huk 
his  Excellency  Sir  John  Jeremie,  when  made  acquainted  with  the  ctroamstattce,  eiquessad  hia  inlertiam 
to  iwodcHy  or  lemove  this  reflation. 

)d&.  Were  you  furnished  with  a  copy  of  owr  Tnnidad  Immigration  Ofdtnanea  peeviona  tm  jom^ 
leaving  London  ? — Yes,  I  was. 

196.  Weve  yoa  goiKrned  by  this  Ordinance  with  respect  to  the  number  of  pa8sa^:erB»  and* the  stores 
and  provisions  required  to  be  ombariLed  for  their  use  dmring  the  voyage  ?--^  intended  andeaq^eetad 
to  have  acted  under  the  regulalbns  of  this  Ordiaanoe,  but  foimd  thai  I  was  required  in  Siena  Ijoone 
to  act  under  aa  Ordinance  promulgated  by  Sir  John  Jeremie,  which,  from  the  extended  soaleof  aUaai^ 
ance  with  respect  to  water,  entailed  a  great  cstpense  in  the  additional  parahaae  of  casks. 

197.  Whst  is  the  difference  in  the  atlowance^of  water  required  under  the,  twa  Gt4iaaacea.?-^TIia 
difference  is  S-lOths  of  a  gallon  per  day  itt  the  Sierra  Leone  Ordtnance;  but  in  addition,  the  paasage 
is  rated  at  eight  weeks  instead  of  six,  allowed  by  the  Trinidad  regMkiioii. 

198.  What  was  the  length  of  your  passage  ?—Withia  tieenty-iitne  dagra  fsam  eaotMokatiaii  tm 
coming  to  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  Port  of  Spain. 

199.  Do  you  not  consider  this  a  very  short  passage,  and  much  less  than  aar  aireiaga  one  ?-^  der 
not.  The  whole  distance  is  dbout  thtee  thousand  miles,  and  we  had  light  airs  and  oalma  abonlten 
days  on  the  coast ;  aad  I  fiwrty  coaeider  thirty  days  to  be  a  certain  average  passage* 

d(K).  The  Committee  obeerve  by  parliamentary  papers  laid  before  the  Boiua  of  Losda  in  I79ii,  rm^ 
lative  to  the  starve  trade^  that  the  average  length  of  passages  was  considered  at  that  tinfte  to  be  Aftf-anai 
days  ? — ^This  might  have  been  an  average  passage,  taking  all  the  ports  and  places  nearer  the  BaeteBi 
wheaee  slaves  were  brought,  but  eonodering  the  position  of  Sierra  Leone,  with  a  trade  wind: regu- 
larly bbwing  across  the  atlantK,  I  am  decidedly  of  opinkm,  which  in  soose  respects  I  may  be^ooMidarail 
as  competent  to  give,  having  sailed  twenty  years  in  the  royal  navy,  that  thirty  days  from  Sierra  Lcma 
to  Trinidad  is  a  fair  average  passage. 

20 1.  You  had  then  a  large  surplus  of  vrater  and  provisions  on  hand  when  yoa  Mrrived?^-Yes,  I  had, 
but  the  provisHHis  were  very  saleable.  The  loss  arose  principally  from  the  overstock  of  water  whicb 
took  up  much  room  on  board,  and  required  an  extra  number  of  caska,  upon  which  thcat  haa  T 
great  loss. 

202.  Did  Sir  John  Jeremie's  ordinance  difier  from  the  Inunigration  Act  of  Trinidad  with  i 
to  the  number  of  passengers,  and  the  equal  proportion  of  the  seaes,  which  the  latter  prescribes?" 
John  Jeremie's  ordinance  was,  in  fact,  aa  adoption  of  the  British  Passeagem'  Act  (save  and  axeept-tlMi 
allowance  of  food  aad  water),  which  Act  agrees  with  that  of  Trinidad  with  reapeot  to  the  proper liott 
of  the  number  of  passengers  to  the  tonnage,  but  eontaiaa  no  reatnetion  aa  t[>  the  equa^  pro^iortian*«f 
the  sexes.  But  His  Excellency  stated  that  he  had  no  objection  to  my  taking  three  BMdea  trntwo 
females,  which  I  could  not  venture  to  act  upon,  having  been  instructed  in  London  to  adheae  atriotly  to 
the  Trinidad  Ordinance. 

203.  But  it  appears  that  Sir  John  Jeremie  would  not  allow  you  to  act  under  the  Triaidad  Oidiiiatica 
with  respect  to  the  allowance  of  water  aad  provisM>n  ?— ^rtaialy  not,  and  I  coold  not  have  sailaA 
without  complying  with  his  regulations. 

204.  You  then  in  fact  were  bound  by  the  most  stringent  and  unfavourable  regulations  which  were 
to  be  found  in  both  ordinances  ? — Certainly.  I  was  obliged  to  follow  the  Sierra  Lieone  Ordinance  with 
respect  to  the  extra  quantity  of  water,  and  have  started  here  at  least  one-half  of  what  I  took  on  board ; 
and  I  was  also  obliged  to  follow  the  Trinidad  Ordinance  with  respect  to  the  equal  proportion  of  the 
sexes,  when  Sir  John  Jeremie  would  have  allowed  me  to  take  three  men  to  two  women,  which  is  the 
proportion  fixed  by  the  Jamaiea  Afit« 

205u  In  this  respect,  therefore,  Jamaica  enjoys  at  the  present  moment  a  privilege  of  which  Trinidad 
is  deprived  ?---Certainly,  in  respect  to  the  proportion  of  the  sexes,  it  does. 

206.  What  do  you  consider  to  be  the  population  of  Sierra  Leone  ? — Near  50,000,  in  which  I  include 
the  population  of  the  whole  colony. 

207.  Is  not  this  a  smaller  number  than  the  whole  of  the  liberated  Africans  who  have  been  landed 
from  time  to  time  in  the  colony? — Certainly,  for  from  a  document  now  in  my  possession  the  number 
landed  from  1808  to  1833,  amounted,  even  at  that  distant  period,  to  44,000,  and  since  then  I  know 
that  during  only  two  successive  years  as  many  as  15,000  more  were  landed,  but  in  the  last  case  I  speak 
from  memory. 

208.  To  what  cause  do  you  ascribe  this  decrease  in  the  population  ? — ^To  the  difference  in  the  pro- 
portion of  the  sexes  landed  from  the  captured  slave  ships,  and  to  the  immense  number  of  deaths  during 
the  fir^t  six  months  after  their  arrival. 

209.  Have  you  good  authority  for  this  statement? — I  examined  this  subject  fully  when  chief  clerk 
in  the  captured  negro  department  at  Sierra  Leone,  which  office  I  filled  for  ^teen  months,  and  had 
free  access  to  all  the  documents. 

210.  Could  the  Elizabeth  Sf  Jane  have  brought  any  cargo  from  Sierra  Leone  besides  her  passen- 
gers ? — I  asked  the  captain  this  question  at  sea^  and  he  told  me  he  could  have  carried  about  250  tons 
of  cargo  in  addition. 

211.  What  was  her  tonnage  ?— 336  tons. 

212.  What  articles  could  be  exported  advantageously  from  Sierra  Leone  to  Trinidad,  so  as  to  give 
a  vessel  carrying  passengers,  additional  profit  in  freight  ? — Planks,  scantling,  and  shingles,  decidedly, 
v^hich  articles  I  understand  are  in  great  demand  in  this  colony,  and  bear  a  high  price.  Rice  also  would 
answer  well,  as  it  is  frequently  to  he  purchased  at  Sierra  Leone  at  7/.  sterling  a  ton.  I  mean  red  rice. 
I  am  not  aware  of  any  other  articles  which  would  answer  for  the  market  of  this  colony. 

213.  What  timber  do  you  allude  to,  and  at  what  price  could  it  be  furnished  per  thousand  feet?— • 
Brimstone,  white  wismore,  and  cedar,  which  can  be  furnished  at  25  to  30  dollars  per  thousand  feet. 

214.  Are  these  durable  woods  capable  of  standing  in  the  ground  for  any  length  of  time  without 
perishing? — Brimstone  is  a  hard  and  durable  wood,  but  not  so  durable  as  teak,  and  that  would  be  in- 
finitely higher  in  price. 

215.  How  long  have  you  now  been  in  the  colony,  and  what  opportunity  have  you  had  of  seeing  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFFAIRS  6p  TRINIDAD.  77 

iraffioos  dieWwito  in  it? — ^I  have  been  15  dbys  ia  tbe  colony,  during  wMoh  period  1  h»ve  made  it  my       XHINIDA9* 
My  to  waoii  every  district  exeept  Cbagvaaas,  in  wkkh  the  Sierra  I^qdo  labourers  «re  loeated.  — — 

216.  What  was  their  state  of  health  during  the  middle  passage? — A  few  of -then*  according  (o  the 
dooiorVctpbi4,«itSMFod  frona  iaiaaiiiiatory  iever,  shortly  ailer  embarking,  arising  from  ehaage  of -diet 
•8  io  qaanAity  mid  i|yali4y,  from  which  they  aoas  vecoiieved,<aiid  the  doctor*s  principal  duty  alWwarda 
was  to  attead'toaome  old  soree  and  uleers^  which  aeveral  had  been  lahollri^g  under  for  a  kmg  time 
pve^Msly  to  their  cvsiiBg  on  boaid,  and  the  whole  landed  m  esceUent  health,  excepting  an  inftkot 
wider  twelve  months  old,  who  died  three  days  before  our  arrival  from  some  pMlmanary  affN^Uon. 

217.  Did  ihey  aeen  happy  aad  oonlented  during  the  pa6sage»as  ii  under  no  appreheaaiona  with 
inspect  to  their  U/Hnte  eooditioo  ? — They  appeared  quite  happy  and  coAteated,  and  the  stories  whkdi 
had  been  circulated  in  Sierra  Leone  as  to  my  intention  to  sell  them  into  slavery  was  frequently  a>&ub|edt 
«f  joke  emongat  then  during  the  voyage. 

218.  As  since  your  arrival  you  have  had  oppovtunities  of  visiting  the  several  estates  on  wWoh  tlMf 
art  settled,  please  tostale  their  present  feelings  and  impiessions  ?-*-!  have  seen  the  greater  part  of  them ; 
BMst  of  ihem  havetlianked  me  for  bringing  them  to  a  good  country,  and  have  asked  me  to  send  their 
fneods  from  Siena  Leone  to  join  them.  In  no  case  have  I  heard  a  single  expressioB  of  disappoint asent 
aoMcpt  lirom  a  few  ansons  And  earpenters,  who  said  they  canld  do  better  in  Sierra  Leone. 

919*  ls4t  j^trthie  that  they  could  do  better  as  masons  and  carpenters  at  Sierra  Leone,  as  they  re^ 
dily  earn  here  one  dollar  per  day  for  their  work  ? — ^Those  I  allude  to  were  complaining  cather  of  their 
not  finding -employmeBt  at  their  trades,  than  of  the  amount  of  wages.  They  were  working  as  labouvem 
in  the  cane  pieees ;  but  oven  these  requested  me  to  send  their  friends  from  Sierra  Leone  to  join  them, 
nod  on  my  suggesting  that  as  they  ware  dissatisfied,  Uiey  had  better  retucn  and  join  their  friends  theee^ 
they  seem  by  «o  means  disposed  to  accede  to  my  recommendation. 

gSO.  Adre  you  youmelf  now  seriously  of  opinion,  from  what  you  have  seen  and  witnessed,  thatdtese 
people  have  gaeady  improved  their  oondition  by  ooming  to  this  colony? — Not  a  question  of  it;  and 
I  leel  the  greatest  gratification  M  ha^og  been  instrumental  in  ceafenring  so  great  a  benefit  on  «# 
auny  i^  my  fellofv«c«efltnres.  In  the  finit  place,  the  rate  of  wages  at  Sierra  Leone  does  not  ezoead 
four-pence  per  day,  and  at  this  rate  there  is  a  great  scarcity  of  empleyment  As  assistant  surveyoiv 
wfaitk  office  1  Med  for  aw  monthsi  I  have  fipequently  turned  away  from  200  to  300  nen  aolidting  om- 
ployment  at  that  rate.  I  am  now  talking  of  Free  Town,  but  in  Uie  villages  and  sea  districts,  I  am  a| 
n  loss  lo  oonceive  what  employment  can  be  Ibund  for  the  population. 

221.  How  then  do  they  earn  the  means  of  subsiBtence  ?-— By  rearing  some  pigs  and  poi]dtry. 

892.  HsM  they  any  market  to  which  they  can  convey  these  curticles  ?--^In  the  sea  districts  they 
have  a  very  limited  market  in  the  supply  of  the  schools,  but  affording  a  poor  resouice  to  so  largo  a 
papulation.  Free  Town,  the  capital,  aflhrds  a  good  market,  to  which  the  residents  within  tea  to  twelve 
■ies  around  bring  their  produce  in  basketa  upon  their  heads,  and  return  the  saaie  day. 

"fidS.  Do  tliey  raise  no  exportaUe  arUcles  ? — A  amall  quantity  of  ginger,  aorowHroot,  and  pa{^per»  I 
have  heard  of  nothing  ekie. 

dKM.  What'do  yon  eonsider  to  be  the  quality  of  soil  in  Sierra  Leone  as  compared  with  tint  of  Tri* 
nidad  ? — ^They  may  be  classed  in  the  iwo  extremes :  one  as  inferior  as  it  can  be,  and  the  other  amongst 
the  riehest  I  ha»e  ever  seen. 

225.  Have  any  of  the  emigraats.you  bnHight  oal  remarked  upon  this  diiiBrenee  when  you  last  saw 
tben  ?--<-They  iraraediately  pointed  out  to  me  the  difference  between  the  canes  here  and  at  Sierra 
Leene,  wheie  a  lew  are  biought  into  tk^  market  to  suck,  ^ieh  in  dmsion  they  likened  to  their  little 
finger,  as  compared  to  those  of  this  country. 

226.  Did  Ihey  find  any  difficulty  in  getting  into  immediate  employment  on  arrival  ? — Quite  the 
ccmtavy ;  anch  was  the  competition  to  obtain  &ir  aervkvs,  tbat  they  weie  immedialely  aware  of  the 
increased  independence  of  their  position.     I  even  observed  it  in  their  bearing  to  n»ysel£ 

227.  What  number  of  labourem  do  you  tbink  cenld  be  procured  from  Sierra  Leone? — ^Ten  tboniand 
ooidd  be  immediately  remotod  with  the  greatest  advantage  to  themselves,  and  to  those  they  would 
lenne  behind. 

22&  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  ascertaining  n^at  wages  the  labourers  you  brenght  with  yon 
been  cttrning  sinee  their  arrival  ? — All  had  performed  one  task,  by  which  they  earned  half  a 
doiar,  besides  an  allowanoe  of  salt  cod-fish  and  flour;  a  few  had  pecfimoied  two  taslU  per  day,  and 
wAnHi  tiiey  are  better  aoqnaiiHed  with  tiie  cane  cultivation,  they  will  cetAainly  do  ad  much  as  the  native 
labourers. 

221^.  But  if  inHnediately  on  arrival  here,  and  before  they  are  accustoased  to  the  inork,  they  can 
easHy  earn  half  a  dollar  a  day  besides  an  allowanee  of  prov^ions,  whilst  the  maximum  rate  of  wages  at 
Sierra  Leone  is  oidy  4d.  per  day,  would  it  not  be  advantageous  to  the  wbole  population  of  tiiat  colony 
to  remove  hither  ?-«Oertainly,  if  wages  continued  at  Sierra  Leone  at  the  same  rate  of  depression ;  but 
I  should  hope  by  the  remowl  of  10,000  to  this  cokmy,  that  wages  would  rise  there  and  create  in- 
ewaatd  activity  and  prosperity  ia  the  whole  community,  for  I  have  always  observed  that  a  low  rate  of 
tsages  is  a  isonoomitant  of  poverty  and  distress. 

280t.  But  if  you  think  that  only  10,000  labourers  can  be  spared  from  Sierra  Leone,  this  number 
vouU  constitute  a  firaetion  only  of  the  supply  required  by  Trinidad,  Giuisna,  and  Jamaica.  Are  yon 
assaroof  amy  other  sourees  from  which  labourers  can  be  proonred  on  the  coast  ?^By  proposing  the 
lesMwal  of  10|000  only  in  the  fii^t  instance,  I  anticipate  from  the  rise  of  wages  at  Sierra  Leone  a 
stujuni  ef  innnigration  from  the  interior,  so  that  notwithstanding  a  continued  and  regular  emigration 
of  labonrets  from  tbenoe  to  the  West  Indies,  I  have  every  expectation  that  the  population  of  Sierra 
Leooe  wonld  gmduaUy  increase. 

28L  Pmy  intfovm  the  Goaamittee  how  many  Kroomen  you  brought  with  you  in  the  Elizabeth  tf 
Janty  and  what  employment  they  have  found  in  this  cokwy  ? — There  were  sixteen  of  them,  and  thaj 
are  all  working  on  plantations. 

282.  The  Q>ntiiBttee  were  under  an  impression  that  this  class  of  people  would  only  work  on  ship- 
board,  or  on  the  aea-shore.  How  do  you  aeoaunt  for  this  cireumstanice  ?— I  eonsider  their  present 
employment  as  only  temporary,  and  that  they  will  ultimately  resume  their  favourite  oocupatioa  on 
shipboard. 

28S.  Did  they  make  any  campkuut  to  you  of  being  obliged  to  enter  into  agricultural  empleyments  ?  > 

Not  the  least.    They  seemed  as  well  satisfied  as  the  others,  and  I  can  only  account  for  what  has  sur- 
prised myself,  by  supposing  that  it  arises  from  their  bein<r  farnisbed  with  houses  gratis. 

234.  Do  you  think  that  any  consklerahle  number  of  Kroomen  can  be  procured  firom  Sierra  Leene 


Digitized  by 


Google 


78  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

TRINIDAD        ^  elsewhere  on  tbe  coast,  if  this  colony  continues  to  hold  out  prospects  sufficiently  attractiTe  to  them  ? 
u— «-  — ^Yes ;  I  am  assured  by  ^e  Kroomen,  who  ai«  now  hem,  timt  many  of  their  eDuntvymett  woaM  ooomT 

if  made  acquainted  with  tbe  advantages  of  Triniditd.  .    *     .  .     i 

235.  But  hofT  18  the  <lifficuhy  respecting  the  equality  of  the  sexes  to  be  got  ^ver  if  tiM  firemnen;  m 
is  generally  represeated,  never  oatry  Ibeir.fiinMlies  with  tticn  ^As  they  are  a  "stoat*  inie'lookiBg^rttet 
of  fellows,  tbcQr  will  have  no  diffieutty  when  they  know  the  regulation .^UMlet  which  tfteirp— ngiif  nhine 
can  be  paid,  in  inducing  a  sufficient  nmaber  of  woaMn  in  &%  neighbourboodof  Sienra' Leone*  toiOi- 
company  them  to  TrkuduL  .  •  ^  !    r   .^    .     ^      , 

236.  Aie  the  Kioomen  a  munecDas  raee  of  people  ?-*-!  believse  to^    i  knowr  ttKre*  is  « law%hieli. 
prohibits  loo  great  a  Buf^ber  of  tbem  ffom  selfltng  in  Sierra  Leone,  to*  psevent  their  ihiowfng'^tbe  tt-   • 
berated  Africans  out  of  employment.  

237.  Then  in  feet  the  emptoymtni  we  can  iViraish  to  the  people  of  ^Serra-LtoBefaeve,  will  naC' only 
benefit  tliem,  but  other  trtb^ of  nadreAfricain  on  the  cmMt?-'**Certainiy  it  wbi^ 

238.  Do  the  Rjnoomen  you  haire  brought  seem  anuooa  to  know  whether  there' will  be  aayoppbvi   .  ' 
tunity  by  which  they  may  retnnif.  should  they  deshie  it,  to  Afidea  ^-*^hey  \wm  expressed  <irieanifety- 
upon  the  subject^  for  they  era  iV^U  aware  that  when  they  wish  to  return  they  bavt' only  la  ^enleV'aB.  • 
seamen  on  board  of  ships,  and  find  their  w«y  homeby  way  of  England.    Aa  to  the  Ubevaled  Afrioaiis^ 
they  seem  at  present  only  anxioua  tohaYe  their  friends  and  ifelatiyes  broaght  to  Trinidad ;  ^but  IWak 

it  woald  be  politic  and  liberal  to  Ornish  a  vesael  occaaiaoaUy  if  any  of  thenr  should  .wish- to  vetarm'  * 
I  am  assured  that  na  great  number  would  feel  disposed  to  avail  tfc^mselves  *of  the  appevtunity,  fbr«    * 
before  I  left  Sieira  Le^e  I  pled^ged  myself  publicly  to  pay  the^passages  ^  stk  pensons^back  tovepmi 
as  to  the  actual  8(ate  of  affairs  in  Trinidad ;  and  I  find  on  reoently  applying  to  them^  that 'not '  sir 
persons  are  disposed  to  return,  unless  they  are  paid  '[RriBidad  wages  during  their  absBBoe*' 

239.  Do  yoM  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  pvoearing  labourers  horn  other  parte  of  tlM    •  . 
coast  from  whence  slaves  are  now  brought  to  foreign  ooioaies  ?^^i  do  not  profess  to  be  well  acquatntad 
with  other  part4  of  Africa  besides  Sierra  Leone;  but  I  am  of  opiaioa  that,  excepting  theKrodman, 
few  of  the  natives  are  perfectly  free. and  indepeitdent,  and  their  removal  tould  never  be  effieotbd  iwUk^ 
out  first  purchasing  the  consent  of  their  native  chiefs* 

240.  Where  would  be  the  objectioa  to  such  an  arrangement?-^  should  coneider  sneb  an  aneanga- 
ment  virtually  slave-deal ing«  .  /     > ;     . 

241.  You  do  not  imagine,  then,  that  after  paying  their  chiefe  to  allow  them  to  take  a»  free  paaeaga 
to  Trinidad,  they  would  be  made  slaves  on  their  arrival  here  ?— ^Certainly  not« 

242.  In  what  respect,  then,  do  you  consider  that  this  would  be  virtually  slava-deahng^-^ItwiMild 
not  be  a  voluntary  act  on  the  part  of  the  emigrants*  v.     <  : 

243.  But  could  it  not  be  easily  made  a  voluntary  act  by  inducing  some  of  the  KroouMtt  ikomhmoe 
to  iostnict  the  natives  in  the  dififet«nce  between  being  forced  tn  irons  on  board  a  slaver  bound,  to  the 
Brazils  or  Cuba,  there  to  be  worked  as  slaves  for  the  rest  of  their  lives,  or  taking^  the  pleasant  padsaga 
you  have  described  in  the  Eiizabetk  and  Jcme,  on  board  a  British  vessel  to  a  Bntiah  ^okuiy,  where     . 
they  would  be  employed  as  fireemen  at  hi^  wages  ?*-^I  do  not  think  ihal  persons  under sueh  eiroum"  . 
stances  can  emigrate  voluntarily*.  ,.    .   .'  !....'': 

244.  The  Committee  cannot  understand  why  they  should  not  emigrate  voluntarily,  if  thorougUy ' 
persuaded  that  their  condition  in  life  would  be  iacakdlably  bcnafited  by  ^fe  change^   -Does  riot 'a  . 
slave  frequently  abscond  from  his  master,  in  spite  of  all  the  neks  atteadiug^ich  a  step  |i.and<why  • 
should  not  a  native  of  Africa  desire  to  quit  his  bondage  at  home  and  heeome  a  ha|^y  freemaA  in^a    . 
British  colony? — ^The  case  of  tbe  slave  and  thy  suppmed-emigiunt  are  not  parallel  caies.'  ^      ,  '     ^    . 

245.  In  one  respeot,  certainly,  the  cases  are  not  parallel,  as  the  rouaway  skive  incurs  tfetnoidous ' 
risks  by  endeavounng  to  escape  from  bondage,  whilst  the  supposed  emigrant  would  iaour  none  bfi 
quitting  Africa  with  the  consent  of  his  chief;  but  ^re  }hey  not  bodi  slaves  in  the  first  instance,  and 

so  far«  in  the  most  material  poiat,  placed  in  similar  circumstaaoes?— J  must  admit  that  ia  places  where     ' 
slaves  are  purchased  the  cases  are  parallel;  hut  I  have  tbe  strongest  objectianto  such  a  pooceediofr^ 

246.  You  have  admitted  the  supposed  emigrants  to  be  at  present  in  a  state  of  slavery,  that  l£^  .• 
would  immediately  gain  their  freedom  and  be  carried  to  a  colony  w^ieb  holds  otitavfo  to  thaiiztft 
man  of  Sierra.  Leone,  the  greatest  iadueemeata  tot  the  improveaaeat  of  his  condition.  W^iat,  then,-, 
would  be  your  particular  olbjection  to  such  a  mode  of  proceeding  P-^-^I  think  that  a  nation •whiebhai 
made  such  great  sacrifices  for  the  aboUtk>n  of  slavery  should  not  tolerate  any  proceediag'  whieb  bears 
the  slightest  or  most  distant  appearance  of  slave-dealing.  ■  —    ., 

247.  The  Committee  consent  to  admit  that  this  iney  ea  fbr  wear  tbe  appearance,  of  slave-deelingi 
inasmuch  as  |i  slave  may  be  said  to  be  sold  when  his  dud'  gives  up  his  power  to  ret^. him  in  shivery 
for  a  money  consideratk)o ;  but  no  slave  would  be  purchased^  as  his  fiveedam  woaidtmanediately  fiiUow* 
You  are  well  aware  that  when  Europeans  were  captjjred  and  enslaved  by  Barbery  ceasaimw  thmn 
friends  and  coup  try  men  frequently  purchaaed  thair  freedom  fimm  tbe.  African  chief  ^  by  >whom  itbey.  *:: 
were  held  in  possession.     Would  you  press  your  last  objection  so  far  as  to«fay  that.th«l  waaanhak    -fA 
proper,  mode  of  proceeding,  as  wearing  t^  appearance  of  alav»dealifig;;aBd  if  not^in.wbat  respeat  : 
would  the  proceedjing  first  alluded  jto  by  the  Committee  diyfer  from  it  ?-r^4^ertainly  oaMot  s^ythnt    : '- 
it  w^  an  improper  mode  of  prooeeding  to  purehf^ie  £umpeaacaptjves  out  of^  slavery  ;iUid,aai an  .  '^ 
abstract  question,  I  cannot  say  that  a  difference  ia  colour  oaormake  any  diferenoe4n  thK  mode  of  .pror    .  ^ 
ceediug;  but  after  reflecting  further  upon  the  natHreof  thei)ueitiQB  pat  to  MCy  i  beg  taeay  that  I     - 
am  of  opinion  that  if  enslaved  Africans  can  be  made  to  compntbend  and  aapremte  the  .advaatagea  t     - 
of  their  removal  to  the  West  Indies,  it  wonJd  be  quite  immaterial  whether  the  caasent.of  Ibeir-ahltfii .  /:«.- 
was  purchased  by  treaty,  presents,  or  any  other  consid^ation,  but  these  uafaftttoate.  beiiiga  aie.  so    lu  > 
degraded  and  so  low  in, the  sca^  of  intelligence,  to  judge  from  thoae. laBded^-aA  Sier«a I^Qone^  thit  it 
would  be  hopeless  to  1qq)c  for  any  such  oooviotion,  not  to  mention  the  OHscbief  which  would  reault.  i  rf 
from  setting  such  an  exai^ple  to  foreign^  nations.  .,    .    ■  ^  .        .>..,.>,/•. 

248.  The  question,  as  orjgiually  put  by  the  Committee^ presupposes  that  these  ArricansyroaJd. be  lit 
made  to  comprebend  the  advantages  they  would  gain  by  a  removal  from  A/riea» and  wouldreinbark  ;.!' 
voluntarily? — In  this  case  I  can  see  no  objection,  bat  I  do-not.think  ibe^.woald  bamade  t^icom^'  "tt 
prehend.it.  .  --  .        .      ,  »      .  i        . 

249.  Do  you  then  consider  the  intellectual  condition  of  the  natives  of  Africa  to  be  so  k>w  that  thejr.',  i. 
cannot  be  made  to  comprehend  the  difference  between  the  comforts  and  discomforts  of  this  life,  between 
slavery  and  freedom — an  opinion  which  the  ComqaiUecao^ld  never  have  formed,  judging  by  their 
own  experieiv^e  of  the  thousand  liberated  Africans  landed  in  this  island  five  years  ago,  who  appear 
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to  be  as  acute  aiid  intelligent  with  respect  to  their  personal  interests  as  any  labourers  in  the  island.        TRINIi>AD« 

And  are  you  also  of  opinion  that  the  African  recruits  who  enter  every  year  into  our  W.  I.  regiments  

are  aot  niade  id  vnderstaiid  beforehand  that  by  enlisting  they  wiH  at  least  improre  their  condition — 
do  you  reaUy  beUcre  that  they  are  not  made  to  comprehend  this,  and  that  they  do  not,  in  fact»  Tolon* 
teer  into  the  service  ?-^I  don't  think  they  have  any  opmion  about  it«  but  are  passively  guided  by  their 
countrymen  who  are  the  recntiting  seijeants;  but,  upon  refleetkm,  I  am  disposed  to  confine  my  ob- 
jection to  what  I  before  stated  as  to  the  mischief  which  might  result  from  setting  such  an  example. 

250.  What  is  the  nature  of  (he  mischief  which  you  apprehend  might  result? — I  think  that  foreigners 
might  pretend  to  follow  our  example  and  embark  a  number  of  Africans  as  emigrants  for  the  Brazils 
and  Cuba  and  make  slaves  of  them  on  their  arrival. 

2&1.  Certainly  our  cmisets  couki  not  stop  foreign  vessels  carrying  Africans  under  the  same  regu- 
lations as  our  immigrant  ships ;  but  do  you  think  it  will  be  sate  for  the  sTave-dealers  to  transport  them 
in  that  unguarded  mode,  when  it  becomes  known  to  the  natives  that  they  are  to  be  ultimately  sold  into 
slavery ;  or  do  yoo  think  they  can  afford  to  carry  them  as  cheaply  under  such  regulations  as  they  do 
at  pmeut?*^!  do  not  apprehend  that  these  considerations  wouid  be  suflScient  to  deter  them,  and  the 
objection  still  continues  that  they  wouki  be  enslaved  on  landing. 

252.  Tou  are  no  doubt  aware  that  Sir  Thomas  Buxton  estimates  that  oncfourth  at  least  of  the 
slaves  now  embarked  on  the  coast  of  Africa  perish  in  the  middle  passage,  and  that  of  the  remainder 
one«fifth  die  afterwards  on  shore  from  the  misery  they  have  endured  by  being  crammed  almost  to 
suffocation  in  the  holds  of  the  ships  during  the  voyage.  Now,  even  admitting  what  you  have  asserted, 
that  foreigners  would  immediately  folk>w  our  example  and  convey  their  slaves  as  emigrants,  would 
Qot  the  avoidance  of  the  horrors  of  the  middle  passage,  and  the  saving  of  thousands  of  lives,  prove, 
instead  of  a  mischief,  a  great  gain  to  humanity  ? — I  admit  it  would  be  an  advantajge  on  the  score  of 
humanity,  but  still  de^precate  the  proceeding  as  a  continuance  of  the  slave-trade. 

258.  But  if  it  could  be  proved  to  your  satisfaction  that  this  would  be  the  quickest  and  most  effi- 
cacious mode  of  putting  an  end  to  the  slave-trade,  would  your  objectbns  to  the  proceeding  still  con- 
tinue ? — If  such  a  thing  could  be  proved,  certainly  not. 

254.  Do  you  entertain  any  doubt,  from  what  you  have  observed  since  your  arrival,  of  the  correctness 
of  the  opinion  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  that  our  soil  is  as  fertile  as  that  of  the  Brazils  or 
Cuba,  or  of  any  oUm^  part  of  the  world  ?— 1^  admit  that  it  appears  extremely  fertile,  and  I  am  not 
disposed  to  doubt  the  (pinion  of  those  best  capable  of  judging,  although  I  cannot  answer  the  ques- 
tion from  my  own  experience. 

255.  What  do  you  consider  would  be  the  expense  of  removing  an  African  to  this  colony  under  our 
Immigration  Ordinance,  including  the  purchase  of  the  consent  of  his  chief  to  his  departure  ? — Pre- 
suming that  his  consent  to  make  him  a  free  man  could  not  be  purchased  for  less  than  the  sum  he  now 
obtains  for  disposing  of  him  as  a  slave,  this  would  amount  to  the  30  dollars,  which,  added  to  30  for 
his  passage,  vrould  make  60  dollars  the  whole  cost  of  bringing  a  labourer  to  this  colony. 

256.  ^n  you  state  to  the  Committee  the  amount  paid  by  a  planter  in  the  Brazils  or  Cuba  for  the 
purchase  of  an  African  slave  ? — Sir  Thomas  Buxton's  work  states  that  a  slave  sells  in  Cuba  for  350 
dollars. 

257*  But  to  this  sum  of  350  dollars  must  you  not  add  the  20  per  cent,  which  is  stated  in  the  same 
work  to  be  the  lowest  estimate  of  the  loss  in  seasoning,  making  the  real  cost  to  the  planter  420  dol- 
lars ?— <]lertainly  this  must  be  added. 

258.  Taking  it,  then,  for  granted  that  our  soils  are  of  equal  fertility,  do  you  imagine  that  the  planter 
of  Cuba  or  Brazil  could  compete  with  the  planter  in  Trinidad  in  the  cultivaUon  of  sugar,  when  the 
former  is  obliged  to  pay  420  dollars  for  a  labourer  whom  we  could  procure  for  60  dollars,  without 
adverting  to  the  great  additk>nal  cost  of  keeping  up  a  slave  population  by  large  annual  supplies, 
whilst  our  free  popiilation  would  not  only  support  itself  but  be  augmented  by  a  natural  increase  ? — 
Supposing  your  soil  to  be  equally  fertile  with  theirs,  the  advantage  would  no  doubt  be  greatly  on 
your  side. 

259.  If,  then,  we  could  raise  sugar  cheaper  than  the  planter  of  these  colonies,  and  had  ready  access 
to  the  same  supply  of  labour,  should  we  not  speedily  drive  them  out  of  every  sugar  market  ? — ^The 
conclusion  is,  I  Uiink,  a  natural  consequence. 

260.  Do  you  believe  that  they  would  continue  to  import  slaves  from  Africa  when  they  ceased  to 
make  a  profit  by  it?— <!^ertainly  not. 

261.  The  slave  trade  would  then  be  totally  extinguished,  would  it  not? — ^The  slave  trade  would 
certainly  be  abolished,  but  the  very  discussion  involves  a  revolting  discussion  regarding  human  flesh. 

262.  In  deciding  upon  the  merits  of  any  proceeding,  do  you  judge  of  it  by  the  language  held,  and 
the  tone  used  in  its  discussion,  or  by  the  nature  of  the  ultimate  results  it  is  intended  to  produce? — 
No  results,  however  desirable,  can  be  justified  if  arrived  at  by  the  sacrifice  of  feelings  which  should 
be  cherished  by  human  nature. 

269.  The  Committee  cannot  understand  how  your  answer  applies  to  the  discussion  which  this  ex- 
amination has  led  to.  It  appears  by  your  own  admission  that  the  only  practical  changes  which  the 
plan  supposed  of  purchasing  the  consent  of  the  Afirican  chieftains  to  the  emigration  of  their  native 
subjects  would  lead  to,  would  be  the  avoidance  of  the  horrors  of  the  middle  passage  in  the  first  in- 
stance, and  the  early  abolition  of  the  slave-trade  aflerwards.  Can  you,  on  reflection,  discover  any 
sacrifice  of  feeling  to  be  cherished  by  human  nature  which  would  he  required  under  such  circum- 
stances ?-^I  am  ready  to  admit  that  my  objections  may  partake  more  of  sentiment  than  of  reason, 
but  I  cannot  give  any  other  reply  to  the  Committee. 

264.  Is  it  your  intention  to  remain  any  time  in  this  colony  ? — It  was  my  original  inteution  to  have 
remained  here  some  time,  in  order  to  judge  of  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  emigrants  I  brought 
over,  and  of  the  desirableness  or  otherwise  of  recommending  a  turther  emigration.  But  I  already 
find  that  the  people  are  so  well  off,  that  I  can  be  of  no  service  to  them ;  and  being  fully  convinced  of 
the  great  advantages  which  the  people  of  Sierra  Leone  will  derive  from  removing  to  Trinidad,  it  is 
my  intention  to  proceed  immediately  to  recommend  the  same  in  London. 

265.  Is  there  any  other  matter  upon  which  you  wish  to  inform  the  Committee  ?—*I  am  not  aware 
of  anything  else  I  wish  to  say. 
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^™^^^^-  Wednesday,  26th  May,  1 841 . 

Fort  of  Spain. 
The  Honourable  W.  H.  Burnlut  in  the  Chair. 

Richard  S.  Darling^  Esq.,  again  called  in  and  examined* 

266.  In  a  former  answer  you  stated  that  our  native  labourers  were  more  steady  and  more  to  be 
depended  upon  than  the  immigrants.  The  Committee  have  been  told  by  ctergymen  of  the  Established 
Church  that  they  find  the  labourers  from  the  old  islands  more  moral  and  better  behaved  than  oar 
natives — how  do  you  account  for  this  diflference  of  opinion  ? — ^I  do  not  agree  with  them  in  opinion, 
and  only  attribute  it  to  their  congregations  consisting  in  a  great  degree  of  immigrants  from  the  old 
islands,  whilst  our  native  labourers  are  principally  Catholics.  If  I  am  to  judge  of  their  morality  by 
their  honesty  and  steadiness  to  their  engagements,  I  can  certainly  give  them  no  preference  to  the 
latter. 

267.  As  some  of  the  estates  under  your  administration  are  in  Tacarigua  and  some  in  Naparima, 
can  you  explain  why  carting  produce  on  the  Sunday  is  more  prevalent  in  the  latter  district  than  in  the 
former  ? — ^It  arises  from  the  diflference  in  the  soil,  and  the  materials  of  which  the  toads  are  made.  la 
Naparima  they  are  rendered  impassable  by  a  very  small  quantity  of  rain,  rendering  it  imperative  to 
get  the  crop  shipped  before  the  heavy  rains  set  in,  which  is  not  the  case  in  Tacarigua. 

268.  When  a  labourer  applies  to  you  for  employment,  do  you  ever  inquire  into  his  moral  character, 
or  his  reasons  for  quitting  his  former  service? — Not  unless  it  is  to  fill  some  confidential  employment, 
such  as  overlooker.  Ordinary  labourers  are  too  much  in  demand  to  allow  us  to  scrutinize  their 
character. 

^    269.  Have  you  a  general  acquaintance  with  other  sugar  colonies  besides  Trinidad  ? — ^Very  slight. 

270.  Can  you  give  any  opinion  as  to  the  fertility  of  our  soil  compared  with  that  of  Culwi  or  the 
Brazils? — I  have  never  been  in  those  places,  but  I  know  what  our  soil  is  capable  of  producing,  and 
judging  of  the  results,  I  am  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  soil  in  any  part  of  the  world  equal  to  the 
black  sugar  soil  of  South  Naparima. 

271.  Have  you  made  or  seen  any  calculations  as  to  the  quantity  of  sugar  which  can  be  produced 
annually  by  the  labour  of  one  man  on  that  soil  ? — I  have  made  the  calculation,  and  am  certain  that 
a  steady  labourer  can  cultivate  a  suffibiency  of  land  to  make  anifually  from  15  to 20  hogsheads;  an 
extra  number  of  labourers  would  be  required  to  take  off  the  crop. 

272.  Can  you  name  the  estates  on  which  any  such  results  have  been  produced? — Ob  the  St.  Charles 
and  Tarouba  estates,  during  a  period  of  slavery.  Their  aggregate  crops  in  1836  exceeded  500  hogs- 
heads, although  the  strength  of  both  gangs  did  not  exceed  85  ;  additional  hands  to  the  extent  of  30 
were  employed  in  cutting  canes  during  the  crop. 

273.  But  this  would  only  2i:ive  an  average  of  6  hogsheads  to  each  individual,  instead  of  15  to  20 
as  before  stated  ? — In  that  calculation  I  alluded  only  to  what  could  be  done  by  a  single  able-bodied 
man  devoting  the  whole  of  his  labouring  hours  to  the  cultivation  of  the  cane.  Of  course  in  a  gang 
of  slaves  the  greater  number  cannot  be  equally  eflScient ;  and  many  of  them  are  necessarily  emj^oyed 
in  the  care  of  the  stock,  making  roads  and  fences,  and  the  various  other  em^doyments  required  on  a 
sugar  estate. 

274.  What  then  is  the  average  amount  of  sugar  you  would  expect  firom  a  fi*ee  population  established 
on  an  estate  ? — If  they  were  compelled  by  necessity  to  work  as  regularly  as  labourers  in  most  parts  of 
Europe,  I  should  expect  a  larger  result  than  during  slavery,  when  a  man  was  only  obliged  to  perform 
a  small  task.  At  that  time  the  average  was  six  hogsheads  per  head  ;  but  I  am  satisfied  that  with  fair, 
regular,  and  continuous  labour,  it  might  be  brought  to  ten. 

275.  Are  you  supposing  that  the  females  are  to  work  as  steadily  as  in  a  period  of  slavery,  and  would 
you  calculate  upon  this  as  a  probable  result  ? — I  find  in  general  that  the  women  work  much  OMre 
steadily  now  than  I  expected,  and  I  am  not  disposed  to  make  any  material  deduction  on  that  account. 
But  I  beg  to  explain  that  in  the  numbers  given  as  composing  the  gai^  of  the  5<.  CAar/er  and  Tarauba 
estates,  all  the  children  under  six  years  of  age  were  excluded,  as  by  the  Act  of  £!mancipatk>n,  passed 
in  1834,  they  formed  no  part  of  the  gang;  but  if  the  question  relem  to  what  might  be  expected  from 
an  agricultural  population  settled  in  South  Naparima,  including  all  ages  and  conditions,  I  should  not 
be  dif^posed  to  rate  the  average  higher  than  three  to  four  hogsheads  per  head. 

276.  Do  you  believe  then  that  our  export  of  sugar  could  be  increased  30,000  hogsheads  annually 
by  the  introduction  of  only  10,000  African  labourers? — Certainly.  A  force  to  diat  extent  would  be 
fully  adequate  to  an  increased  crop  of  30,000  hogsheads,  after  the  lapse  of  a  sufficient  time. 

277.  Have  you  any  calculation  by  you  of  the  quantity  of  land  in  the  island  capable  of  cultivation  ? 
— -I  have  now  in  my  possession  a  statement  which  I  received  from  Mr.  Basanta,  the  late  Surveyor- 
General,  on  whose  information  I  had  the  greatest  reliance,  which  gives  the  f<dh)wing  results  :— 

The  surface  of  the  island,  as  calculated  by  Captain  Columbine  in  his  inrvey  in 

in  1803,  amounts  to  2,400  square  miles  or 1,536,000  Acres 

Of  which  Mr.  Basanta  considered  that  four-fifths  were  fit  for  cultivation,  or     1,228,800    „   . 

And  two-thirds  fit  for  the  cultivation  of  sugar,  or    . •     1,024^000     „ 

2^8.  With  respect  to  locality  and  accessibility,  do  you  think  that  any  serious  difliculties  would 
oppose  the  bringing  of  this  million  of  acres  into  cultivation  ?— Very  Rttle  of  the  interior  is  known 
except  to  surveyors  and  a  few  enterprising  individuals,  but  from  an  inspection  of  the  map,  no  part  is 
more  distant  from  the  sea-board  than  twenty  miles.  And  from  what  is  easily  to  be  seen  from  the 
heights,  and  by  observing  the  course  of  the  rivers,  I  think  there  would  be  no  serlooa  difficnlty  to  the 
formation  of  ^ood  roads,  if  sufficient  labour,  skill,  and  capital  were  applied  to  their  construction. 

279.  But  do  you  not  find  that  in  proportion  to  the  fertility  of  the  soil  is  the  difficulty  of  making 
roads  in  this  colony,  which  is  the  reason  that  the  cultivation  of  sugar  has  extended  14  miles  into  the 
interior  on  the  northern  districts  of  the  island,  whilst  in  the  deep  rich  soil  of  South  Naparima,  where 
the  returns  are  so  much  greater,  the  cultivation  has  not  extended  beyond  five  or  six  miles.  And 
would  not  the  making  of  20  miles  of  road  in  the  latter  district  present  an  insuperable  difficulty  ? — 
Twenty  miles  of  an  ordinary  road  in  that  district  could  never  be  eflected,  as  no  material  for 
macadamizing  is  to  be  found ;  but  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  forming  a  rail-road  on  the  American 
plan,  as  the  interior  is  full  of  the  finest  description  of  durable  woods. 

280.  Are  you  in  possession  of  any  cakulation  showing  the  expense  of  such  an  undertaking? — I  have 
the  plan  of  an  American  rail-road,  composed  of  sleepers  and  runners  of  wood,  ooveced  with 
longitudinal  flat  iron  rails ;  the  whole  constructed  in  the  simplest  and  cheapest  mode  possible.     I 
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have  made  an  estimate  of  the  oost  in  this  eoantry,  aubstltulin^  our  hai'd  wood  for  Americaki  timber,       TBINII>A1I 
and  I  make  the  cost  of  laying  down  the  same  ttpoa  a  lerel  about  5,000  dollars  per  mile.  <— . 

281.  But  this  does  not  include  the  cuttings  and  fillings  up  of  earth  to  form  a  level? — Certainly 
not,  and  I  am  quite  unable  to  form  any  such  estimate. 

282.  But  supposing  the  cost  amounted  to  30,000  dolhus  pe^  mile,  (which,  considering  that  the 
whole  of  the  land  required  could  be  procured  without  purdutte»  and  every  other  material,  with  the 
exception  of  the  iron,  found  on  the  spot,  is  probably  not  too  low  an  estimate) — ^would  it  not  be 
cheaper  for  an  individual  commencing  a  new  sugar  estate  in  those  districts  to  pay  one-fourth  of  that 
amount,  (which  would  be  his  proportion  if  he  had  half  a  mile  of  frontage  to  his  estate,  and  the  road 
constituted  a  boundary  between  opposite  properties),  rather  than  proceed  on  the  present  ruinous  plan, 
■D  destruotive  to  amimal  life,  of  oonvi^ying  his  produce  over  roads  at  most  times  bad,  and  above  half 
the  year  impoasaUe  for  earts  ?-^  certainly  would  for  any  estate  situated  above  two  miles  in  the 
interior;  but  without  ntore  capita],  enterprize,  and  science  than  this  cokmy  now  possesses,  we  can 
faardJy  hope  to  see  such  a  work  executed. 

283.  But  if  it  holds  out  a  pro^et  of  gneat  profit  to  all  parties,  do  you  see  any  difficulty  in  such  a 
work  being  executed  either  Vy  the  colonial  government,  or  by  a  company  of  capitalists  in  Great 
Britain.?  Look  at  the  map,  and  suppose  the  be^  natural  level  to  be  followed  into  the  interior  from  the 
fiea« board,  no  matter  where  it  may  lead ;  or  take  for  instance  that  extensive  natural  basin  which  is 
drained  through  the  Lagoon  of  Siparia,  to  the  west,  into  the  Gulph  of  Pariu,  and  by  the  waters  of  the 
Ortoire,  to  the  eastward,  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean — which  is  40  miles  in  length,  and  10  to  15  inbreudth, 
consisting  of  the  richest  soil  in  the  colony — would  not  the  lands  situated  on  each  side  of  a  rail-road 
running  directly  through  it,  be  bought  up  with  avidity  at  a  price  which  would  soon  pay  the  whole 
expenses  of  the  nndertaklog  ? — ^It  certainly  would,  provided  we  are  furnished  with  a  sufficient  number 
of  labourers  to  bring  those  lands  into  cultivation,  which  from  my  own  experience  and  the  best 
information  I  have  received,  are  amongst  the  richest  in  the  colony. 

284.  You  are  of  opinion,  then,  that  the  lands  of  South  Naparima  which  are  included  in  that  basin, 
are  amongst  the  richest  in  the  island  ? — They  are  the  richest  and  the  best  for  the  cultivation  of  sugar 
of  any  land  we  have  at  present  in  cultivation* 

285.  With  a  sufficiency  of  labour  and  proper  cultivation,  how  much  sugar  do  you  estimate  they  wiU 
produce  per  acre  ? — I  consider  that  5,000/.  per  acre  is  not  an  uncommon  return  for  good  soil  in  South 
Naparima,  without  manure,  and  only  two  weedings. 

286.  For  what  length  of  time  will  the  lands  yield  without  replanting? — Cane  pieces  have  been 
pointed  out  to  me  which  have  been  forty  yean  in  cultivation,  and  are  still  perfectly  good ;  but  the 
greater  part  of  the  South  Naparima  estates  have  been  settled  within  the  last  twenty  years. 

287.  But  hare  they  not  been  frequently  replanted  during  that  period? — I  understand  not;  and 
•hom  what  I  have  observed,  they  never  require  neplanling,  unless  ruined  by  the  trespass  of  stpc^,  or 
other  neglect 

288.  From  the  ridmess,  then,  and  extent  of  our  sugar  soil,  do  you  believe  that  this  island  is  capable 
of  fiirnishing  a  sufficiency  of  sugar  lor  the  consnnption  of  Great  Britain  ? — I  believe  that  it  is  capable 
of  doing  much  more,  and  as  cheaply  as  in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  provided  we  are  furnished  with 
labour  on  equal  terms. 

289.  You  have  in  your  former  examination  informed  the  committee  as  to  the  rates  of  wages 
origmally  fixed  after  emancipation  ;  please  to  state  the  present  actual  rates  ? — At  present  the  rate  paid 
in  South  Naparima  since  the  oommencement  of  crop  for  weeding  is,  50  cents  (2^.  2d,  sterling)  per 
task,  but  we  hope  to  get  it  down  to  40  cents  again  after  crop  is  over,  which  was  the  rate  we  paid  before. 

290.  How  many  tasks  can  a  labourer  perform  per  day,  with  only  fair  and  reasonable  exertion  ? — 
Two  tasks  per  day  is  frequency,  tboiB^  not  steadily,  p^ribnned  with  ease.  Thxee  tasks  are  very 
generally  pecfimned  by  the  Americansb  not  because  they  ^ue  more  able,  but  are  more  anxious  to 
amass  money. 

291.  What  allowances  are  given  in  addition  to  the  50  cents  per  task  for  weeding  ? — Half  a  pound 
of  cod-fish,  and  one  or  two  glasses  of  jrom  per  task. 

292.  ]>o  they  get  a  house  and  gprounds  also  free  of  all  charge  ? — Yes;  and  medicine  and  medical 
attendance  in  NiqMuima  are  generally  given,  although  it  is  not  the  case  in  Tacarigua. 

293.  What  do  you  estimate  the  value  of  these  allowances  to  be  ? — ^Tbe  fish  and  xum  are  worth  10 
cents  (5d.  stg.)  per  task ;  the  house,  ground,  and  medical  attendance  may  be  fairly  calculated  at  not 
leas  than  oae  deUar  per  uttek. 

294.  Then  you  consider  that  an  ordinary  labourer  can  every  day,  if  he  pleases,  by  performing  twp 
tasks  of  weeding,  earn  ane  deUar  and  20  cents  (bs,  stg.)  without  adverting  to  the  value  of  the  house, 
grounds,  and  m^ical  attendance? — He  can  do  so  very  easily. 

295.  Please  to  iaiann  the  eommittee  as  to  the  rate  of  wages  in  crop  season  ? — For  ordinary  labour 
about  the  mill  and  boiliog^-house  50  to  60  cents  (2s.  fid.  stg.),  with  an  increase  of  allowance  in  the 
shape  of  pork,  flour,  and  hiseiiit,  whieh  aie  given  to  the  people  employed  in  the  following  proportions ; 
twobiscuitsper  day  lotfae1boiler*men,  firemeq,  magoas  and  cane-carriers,  carters,  and  crook-boys, 
with  2  lbs.  of  posk,  and  two  quarts  of  flour  to  the  head  men  per  week. 

296.  At  how  much  do  you  estimate  the  value  of  these  alk>wances? — ^The  value  of  the  whole, 
including  fish  and  rum,  is  not  less  than  20  cents  (lOd.  stg.)  per  day. 

297.  It  seems  then  that  in  crop  season  it  is  difficult  to  earn  in  the  manufactory  more  than  80  cents 
(3s.  4d.  stg.)  per  day,  whilst  the  field  labonrers  can  earn  one  dollar  and  20  oeuts  (5^.  stg*).  What  i^ 
the  cause  of  a  difference  which  prevails  in  no  other  part  of  the  world  where  agricultural  labourers  are 
paid  higher  for  harvest  wark  than  any  other? — It  is  upon  the  whole  lighter  and  more  agreeable  work 
than  field  labour ;  and  as  many  of  the  town  people  and  hucksters  are  at  that  season  candidates  for  the 
employment,  we  have  a  greater  oompetition  than  for  field  labour ;  but  on  account  of  tlus  difi*erence  ia 
wages,  many  of  the  best  labourers  are  very  unwilling  to  take  their  turn  about  the  works. 

298.  Do  you  find  that  wages  for  the  same  descciption  of  labour  vary  much  in  different  districts  7 — 
A  great  deal. 

299.  To  what  csise  do  you  ascribe  it  ?— To  sooie  distiucts  being  more  unpopular,  as  being  more 
distant  from  town,  or  other  trivial  and  accidental  causes;  for  in  all  cases  wages  are  so  high,  and  it  is 
so  easy  to  obtain  more  than  a  man's  wants  require,  that  labourers  are  not  induced  by  an  increase  of 
wages  to  change  their  favourite  residence.  ^ 

800.  Upon  what  sum  do  you  think  a  labourer  can  live  oomibrtably  and  creditably  for  a  week  in  this 
colony  ? — It  is  difficult  to  get  the  native  labourers  to  state  how  they  live,  but  from  strangers  I  have 
ascectatfied  that  20  to  .80  cents  (15^44g.)  for  farinaceoua  ioud,  in  addition  to  their  allowance  of  fish, 
will  support  them  comfortably  for  a  week. 
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^       — —  dollars  (4/.  Ss.  4d.  Big.)  a-inMitli?-*^Thef  ean  do  it,  Mrtahily,  W  tli^y 'pletfse.  •        *        - 


Wedafl6day»  IMA  Jime,  1S4L 

Orange  Orove  Estate,  DikticfofTacarigva.^ 
The  Honourable  W.  H.JSurnusil  m  the  chair. 


Josef  h  Anthony  Gtuseppi^Esqmret  cdlled  \n  . 

dOB.  The«oininktee  utidevttasd  that  you  dre  Stipendikry  Magistrate  fat  the  district  of  St:  Joseph'8. 
— Ptay  what  is  the  extent  of  the  district  in  which  yoiir  act  ?~^The  St.  Joseph's  district  Consists  of  the 
<<]uartersof  Oimatonero*  Aricagua,  St  Joseph^s,  and' the  valleys  of  Santa  Criiz  and  Maraccas;  and 
.  Binoe  the  deiLth  of  Capt  Gray,  my  jurisdiction  has  been  extended  over  the  district  of  Ttoiri^ua,  which 
oonprises  the- quarters  of-  Tacarigiia,  AroiKa,  Arima,  Guanapo,  Aripo,  and  Caroni,  with  the  valfey  of 
Caura  and  the  settlement  of  disbanded  soldiers  as  far  to  the  westwani  as  La  Ceiva. 

808.  What  -do  you  oompote  to  be  the' whole  distance  in  milei^  frotn  one  extremity  to  the  other  of 
-the  districts  under  your  charge  ?-^From  east  to  west  the  rdad  is  in  a  direct  line  nearly  30  miles  ^  but 
taking  in  addition  the  different  lines  of  road  from  north  to  sonth,  leading  to  the  various  places  where  I 
may  be  called  upon  officially  to  act,  it  is  necessary  to  add  sixty-three  miles  more. 
'  804.  Are  Uie  roads  good  and  passable  tbr  carriages  throughout  these  distances,  and  are  all  the 
rivers  well  bridged  over  ?*-^TI>e  roads  are  good  at  pre^Ut,  and  fit  for  carriages  ah  the  Hue  to  the 
castwai^  as  far  as  Aripo ;  but  with  the  exception  of  th^  valleys  of  Santa  Cruz  and  IMaraccas,  all  the 
•  north  and  south  lines  consist  only  of  bridle  roads ;  and  there  are  no  bridges  over  the  rivers. 

305.  Are  they  not  liable  to  frequent  and  heavy  floods,  in  the  rainy  s^son,  by  Whi<^  travellei's  are 
•subjected  to  raiteh  risk  and  detention  ?-^They  are  liable  td  b^  detilined  occasionally  two  or  three  hours 
on  the  banks  of  a  river.  .        i 

S06i  How  long  have  you  acted  as  Stipendiary  Justice  ?^-Frbm  the  first  estahll^hment  of  the  nuul 
police  in  August,  1838. 

307.  Have  yoo  any  assistant  justice  to  relieve  you  occasionally  in  the  perfhtmance  of  ymir  duties? 
•— I  am  the  only  Stipendiary  Justice,  but  there  are  three  Justices  of  the  Peace  selected  froto  amongst 
the  proprietors  in  Ihe  district  oflVicaTigtia,  and  two  in  that  6f  St.  Joseph's. 

♦  80S.  Can  these  justices  of  the  peace  act  independently  of  yourself  ?-^Tn  some  'cases,  such  as  the 
holdiqg  of  inquests,  preserving  the  peace,  and  partially  under  the  road  ordinance ;  but  no  courts  either 
civil  or  erinnnal,  can  be  held  without  my  presence.        ^ 

80^^  Do  any  other  duties  devolve  upon  you  but  those  enunrerat^  under  the  Rural  Police  Act?— -I 
have  certain  duties  to  perform  under  the  road  ordinance. 

810.  Have  yon  not  the  crown  lands  under  your  charged ?-^They  are  hot  under  my  charge;  any 
Irespaas  on  the  crown  lands  can  be  tried  and  dealt  ivith  in  my  court  upon  infbrmation  being  first  laid 
'before  m6«  .,..-.      ■'■ .        .      .  •  ■     i  .    • 

311.  Under  whose  charge  are  the  crown  lands  in  your  district  plac^?-— ^I  should. thii^k  the 
Surveyor*GeneraL 

312.  You  could  not  then  legally  and  officially  interfere  to  prevent  any  invasion  df  the  crown  lands^ 
before  regular  inftmnalion  being  lodged  against  th^  party^'trespassinj^?«^Kd,-^the  infottnlition  must 
be  first  laid  by  one  of  the  road  commissioners.  ^^ 

318.  Have  any  informations  been  laM  before  you  in  this  ihatte^?-^Not  on^  ;  atid  I  do  not  betieye 
there  is  much  treapasMQg  ott  theerown  lands  in  the  district  of  St' Josefph*^.' 

314.  Pray  what  is  tbe^amountof  the' population  in  the  two  districts  tinder  your  cTiat'ge?— f  cannot 
say,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  any  census  has  been  published  since  I  have  acted  as  $tijpendiary 
-  magiatrttte.  •      —  -  **  '  ^ 

;     316.  Has  fioAing  then  been  doue  under  the  oitdinance  of  N6vembef,  183&^n  whicli' returns  of  the 
'  population  are  dire<^  to  be  made  annoally  to  the  stipendiary  nragi^tM^  f — ^The  returns  'which  were 
made.to  me  in  December,  1839,  and  Nov^-mher,  1840, 1  remitted,  as  diri^ted  by  the  ordinance,  to  the 
^Commissary  of  Population,  and  have  not  heard  of  them  since. 

.  ;  316*  Do  you  not  know  then  from  those  retiirits  the  amoont  of  the  popolafioti  in  you^  districts  ? — I 
iforwarded  them  immediately  to  the  commissary  of  population.  Biit  I  am  convlnced'thattbose  returns 
did  not  give  a  true  statement  of  the  actual  population;  as  the  platHers  oAly  returned  fh6  labourers 
sealed  upon  their  estates,  winn  probably  doalile  that  ntimber  Were^  working  ^ith  theih  in  a  precarious 
jand  occasional  way^  ^         .  .     .  ;  .?     .  j  >  ^     ^ 

317.  Can  you  then  form  no  guess  of  the  populatidn  in  fh^  t«re  districts  ?-^I  cannbt^  particularly 
in  that  of  Taeadgua^  where  so  niari]^  immigrantB  have  lately  established  thiSMstives. 
'    818.  How  many  police  stations  are  there  ?-^Poar.    On^  in  Ihfe  town  .of  St.  Jbseph's,  one  m  the 
valley  of  Santft  Cruz,  the  thirdin  Aroaca,  and  the  fourth  in  the  Tillage  tf  Arihia. 

*  81  IK  How  oflen  do  you  hoU  your  courts  at  these  stiltkmsP'^Oi^  Mondays  and  Fridays  at  ^t 
Joseph's,  on  Tuesdays  in  the  valley  of  Santa  Cruz,  on  Wednesday  in  Arouca,  and  on  Thursday  at 
Arima.  *  '   '  ■-,•■■:::■-■  '"•'!," 

'  8^  Are  the  oiuses  brought  befbre  you  namieftitis^-^^The'pi^tty  civil  actions  l^n^e 

cases  ok'  assault,  but  rarely  of  a  nature  so  serious  ats  to  reqirire  to  be  sent  before  the  Court  of  Criminal 
Prosecutions,  in  fact  only  one  of  that  description  *  hits  occurrred  since  my  first  uppofniment.  t  am 
now  speakmg  of  the  district  of  St;  Joseph^  having  tmly  been  teeehtly  lippointed  to  that  of  Tacarigua. 
321.  Do  you  think  that  this  arises  from  the  general  gtKNl  condtiet  and 'orderly  behaviour  ^>f  the 
labourers,  or^om  a  ^indinatioa  oii  the  part  c^  the  Inhiibitatits  to  go  before  the  C6brt  ?— In  the 
district  of  St.  Josei^h's,  I  thtok  it  results  from  more  orderly  conduct  iamong^t  the  labourers ;  immediV 
ately  after  my  appointment  they  were  very  riotofis'and  disorderly,  And  many  cases*  of  assault  occure^, 
iJthough  not  so  serious  as  to  require  to  be  sent  before  the  Court  of  Criminal  Prosecutions  ;  the  culprfb^ 
were  hcfivily  fined,  that  is,  within  the  limits  of  40  d<»lliirs,  which  I*  think  has  had  the  effect  of  pre- 
venting their  subsequent  recurrence.  I       • 

^  822.  Are  you  authorised  to  infKet  boHi  fltie  and  impifidCHita^ht  fbroffehced? — Imprisbnmen't  Only  in 
de&ult  of  payment  of  fine. 

:  8^8.  What  proportion  of  offenders  amongst  the  labouring  pt)puTation  is  comihitted  io' jail  in  default 
of  means  of  payment  ?«^Not  one  in  ten. 
824.  Are  the  cases  of  petty  theft  brought  before  yotf  hutn€ttms;?*-^N<jne'ltr6  brought  hefiirc  nie. 
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,  b(^pa]U8ej0ur  j^ib  funiifib  na  pvoper  ateomiMdadon  for  priMHieTS  btfore  trial ;  and  these  caaerare  all       litrktbAD. 
sent  for  trial  to  Port  of  Spain  before  the  Court  of  Crimiiial  Proseoutiocia.  f  ^-» 

325.  In  all  cases  then  of  petty  theft,  ev^n  foL.a  bunch  of  plantains,  in  the  most  distant  parts  of 
your  districts,  are  all  parties,  principals  and  witnesses,  compelled  to  attend,  in  spite  of  rivers,  floods, 
and  expenses,  in  Port  of  Spain,  before  jufltice  can  be  ittvokea't)r  redress  obtained? — ^Yes. 

326.  Are  you  not  of  opiniop  (bat  thkaerious.inconveiueiice  m9«t  frequently  deter  parties  from 
prosecuting,  and  that  offenders  go  consequently  unpiinisbed  ?-r-l  i\^vak  it  does. 

327.  The  subjects  you  have  metitioued  as  coming  before  you  appear  then  only  to  involve  cases  of  debt 
and  assault,  and  disturbance  of  the  peace,  but  under  the  oirdinanee  for  the  enforcement  of  contracts  of 
service  between  employers  and  labourers,  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  these  matters  is  given  to  your 
tribunal.  ,  Are  these  cases  numerous  ?-^Tbey  are  very  rare,  is  foct  my  duty  m  this  ies(^ct  has  been 
principally  confined  to  explaining  to  the  labourers  their.dwliea. 

328.  Have  you  had  any  comfUaiiits  against  employers  on  any  other  score?— No  suit  has  ever  been 
brought  in  my  court  by  a  labourer  against  an  employer*  Complaints  have  occasionally  been  made  to 
me  unofficially^  wbicb  after  a  proper  represf  ntaiiou  to  the  proprietor  were  amicably  settled  betfineen 
the  parties. 

329.  Po  you  believe  the  proprietora  possess  directly  or  indirectly  any  pofwer,  influence,  or  means  of 
^ preventipg  cases  of  ii^ustice  towards  labpuff rs  from  being  brought  btffore  yoa?*-'I  ^  not  think  they 
*^  possess  any ; — the  labourers  know  thai  they  are  independent,  are  well  aware  of  their  rights,  and  how 

they  can  procure  redress, 

330.  You  believe  then  that  real  solid  and  substantial  justice  and  protection  of  their  righta  is  afforded 
to  all  the  labouring  classes  in  the  distxict  under  your  charge?—^!  am  certain  of  it. 

331.  What  is  the  strength  of  your  police  force  in  the  two  distncts  ?-^There  are  six  policemei»  at 
present  in  the  $t  Jp^epb's  district  with  two  chief  constables ;  and  in  Tacarigua  there  are  only  three 
policemen  and  two  constables. 

332.  Is  this  the  full  force  allowed  under  the  Act?— The  police  force  in  St.  Joseph's  should  besex'en 
policemen,  and  I  believe  the  same  number  in  Tacarigua. 

333.  Do  you  consider  thia  force  adequate  to  the  services  they  have  to  perform  P'^-Ib  St  Joseph  s  I 
have  hitherto  found  it  sufficient 

334.  But  .you  are  well  aware  that  since  the  first  establishment  of  this'  force,  the  condition  of  the 
labouring  classes  has  been  most  prosperous ;  employment  has  existed  to  an  unlimited  extent ;  wages 
have  been  continually  rising ;  and  tbe  fiacility  and  regularity  with  wtuCh  yon  admit  heavy  fines  have 
been  paid  in  your  court,  abow  that  tlie  labourers  are  in  no  want  of  pecuniary  means  ;-^bnt  reverse  this 
position,  and  suppose  a  fall  in  wages  aridiag  from  a  depreciation  in  the  valneof  our  etaple  exports,  do 
you  think  your  police  force  is  strong  enough  to  repress  any  tnrbtUeat  or-  riototis  disposition,  if  it 
existed? — The  policemen  nught  not  he  sufficient,  but  in  such  case  the  special  constables  would  be 
brought  in  to  their  aid. 

335.  Are  the  spedalconatables  snfficieAtly  numerous*  and  so  organized,  that  yon  could  on  a  sudden 
emergpBQcy  prevent  a.butcherV  or  .baker's  shop  from  being  pillagiedT-*-*At  the  present  moment  I  could 
not»  but  before  the  reverse  you  describe  takes  place,  a  sufficient  number  of  special  constables  could  be 
appointed  to  preYeojtaigr  act  of  riot. 

336.  From  what  classes  of  persons  are  your  special  constables  to  be  selected  ? — ^Fiom  tradesmen  and 
head-men  onestates^ 

337.  And  you  think  this  class  of  persons  couki  be  depended  upon?-^!  would  place  the  greatest 
reliance  upon  them. 

338.  Are  your  policemen  steut  and  athletio.  folly  oomp^tenl  to  the  duties  they  have  to  perform, — arc 
they  picked  men  as  to  their  phyiucal  strengtb? — They  are  not  picked  men,  for  we  are  obliged  to  get 
the  beat  we  can* — the  service  is  not  popular,  and  the  beat  men  will  not  «Bgaga  in  it ;  they  do  not  like 
to  be  ordered  abotit.  ' 

3.39.  Please  to  read  the  IBth,  19th,  and  20th  clauses  in  the  Rural  Police  Act,  and  say  wbeAer  you 
think  your  police  force^  is  fully,  able  to*  perform  the  whole  of  the  duties  whieh  derolve  upon  tliem 
under  these  clauaes? — \  do  not  think  that  these  duties  are  very  faithfully  pecfonnedv  as  my  force  is  not 
sufficient  for  ^  regular  pa^ ,  of  the  roadSf^Lud  the  polieessen  have  no  indinatiun  to  perform  that  duty 
voluntarily. 

340.  Is  it  part  of  your  ofiBcial  duty  to  make  yourself  generally  aoqUainled  with  the  proceedings  and 
transactions  between  employers  ani^  labourers,  beyond  what  may  oome  ofllidaUj  before  yon  in  your 
courts? — I  do  nut  consider  that  it  is< 

341.  You  are  no  doubt  aware  that  jin  the  lalamlof  Jamaiea  the  etipendiary  magistrates  have  for  a 
long  period  made  regular  returns  to  the  Governor  respecting  rates  of  wages,  mode  and  amoaat  i:^^ 
labour,  occupation  of  houses  and  gnmnds,  treatment  of  labmirers  by  proprietors;  atid  generally  all 
subjects  connected  with  the  working  of  the  free  labour  system.  Has  it  been  part  oifyour  dtity  bithertb 
to  make  similar  returns  to  the  Governor  hert?-^Hitlierto  such  returns  have  never  been  requbed  of 
nie,  but  t  have  lately  been  furnished  with  a  blank  form  from  Goverameni-house,  Erecting  me  tb 
give  answeJi^  e^rerysix  months  to  many  of  the  subjects  you  have  alltided  to,  beginning  at  the  30th  of 
this  mptith.  •        '  •'  ■ 

342i  Wnen  was  this  blank  form  first  sent  to  you  ? — ^I  received  it  only  this  morning.  ' 

343.  The  Committee  observe  that  simultaneously  with  the  appointment  of  the  stipendiary  magistrates, 
ihe'coimnsinduutshipsof  quarters  were  annulled;  have  all  the  duties  and  fonctioas,  d6t  directly  eon^ 
nected  with  the  institutions  of  slavery*  performed  by  those  officers,  dnce  devolved  Upon  thestipeiidary 
magistrates  ? — Their  powers  were  much  more  extensive  than  oors,  and  everything  relating  to  the  roads 
di^volves  now  upon  the  road  commissioaers.  .      .  .    / 

344.  But  there  was  one  very  material  and  necessary  control  given  to  the  commandants  of  quarters 
over  the  very  dangerous  proceeding  of  burning  off  the  bnsh  upon  land  intended  to  be  ptit  fiito  cottiva- 
tion ;  thi^  is  c^rtain4y  a  necessary  agricultural  operation  in  this  island,  but  nnkss  pertbraied  with  due 
caution,  may  be  productive  of  the  greatest  mischief  and  incalculabk)  loss.  Are  planters  now  obliged 
to  obtain  from  you  the  necessary  permission  which  in  such  cases  they  formerly  procuredfrom  the  com* 
mandants ;  and  is  it  part  of  your  duty  to  see  that  the  traces  required  to  br  cut  around  the  work  for 
the  protection  of  the  neighbourhood  are.earefully  and  faitbfoUy  peifonned?«^It  forms  no  pi^rt  of  my 
duty  under  the  Rural  Police  Act,  .    :  ►     .  v        .  *.. 

V  345.  Can  any  person,  then,  at  bis  own  will  and  pleasure  put  fire  lo  any  part  of  bis  estate;  wMhout 
regard  to  the  alarming  risk  which  his  neighbours,  and  in  fact  the  whole  eotfhtry  to  leeward  of  Mm, 
incur  ?— -I  know  of  no  ordinance  to  prevent  himt 
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S4  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

TRINIDAD.  846.  How  many  jails  are  there  in  the  districts  under  ybur  diarge  ?— There  is  cme  jail  in  ^.  Joseph 

— ^  one  in  Arima,  and  a  lock-up  house  in  Arima. 

347.  Are  they  sufficiently  secure  for  the  coftfiw^ment  of  ealprite? — ^I  think  they  are. 

348.  Although  few  cases  between  labourers  and  employers  a:re  broii^  before  yocuyoa  have  lio 
doubt  good  means  of  judging  of  the  industry  of  the  kbouriiig  dasses  ?-rGenemlly  I  have  maay 
o))portunities  of  judging  of  the  conduct  and  proceedings  of  lahomrers. 

349.  What  is  your  opinion  of  their  industry  and  modes  of  working  as  compared  to  labourers  in 
Europe?— 'I  have  generally  obserrtd  that  labourers  in  Europe  work  from  'Sirarise  to  sunset:  here, 
with  a  few  exceptions,  field-work  is  over  before  12  o'clock,  and  frequently  by  ten. 

350.  Do  you  ascribe  this  slack  work  to  inability  of  exertion  ? — ^No ;  I  ascribe  it  to  their  having 
earned  by  that  time  as  mttch  as  they  desire.  They  have  then  -earned  50  cents  (2*.  Id,  stg.)  beddes 
half-a-pound  of  salt  fish  and  an  allowance  of  ram. 

351.  What  isyour  opinion  of  the  present  practice  of  giving  rum  to  the  labourers  Judging  from  the 
nature  of  the  cases  which  came  before  you  in  the  shape  of  assaults  and  batteries? — I  think  it  a -very 
bad  practice,  and  the  great  majority  of  such  cases  which  comes  before  me  result  from  drunken  quanrels. 
The  mischief  is  increasing  every  day;  it  is  now  becoming  more  prevalent  than  formerly  amongst  the 
women,  and  if  the  practice  is  continued  for  two  or  three  years  longer,  it  will  demoralise  the  whole 
labouring  population ;  and  I  have  observed  thHt  the  vice  of  gambling  is  increasing  aiso  every  day. 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  take  the  advice  of  the  Attorney-General  on  the  subject,  who  informed  nae  that 
I  could  not  interfere  with  it  in  private  houses,  although  from  the  nature  of  our  climate,  and  construc- 
tion of  the  houses,  with  ail  the  doors  and  windows  open,  it  is  quite  as  public  as  in  the  streets.  You  can 
hear  the  dollars  clinking,  and  see  the  parties  playing  as  you  pass  aloog,  and  this  occurs  more 
frequently  on  the  Sunday  than  on  any  other  day. 

352.  Are  you  the  owner  of  a  sugar  estate,  or  interested  in  any  agncultural  property  ?— 1  own  no 
sugar  estate  and  am  interested  in  no  other  property. 

353.  Do  you  find  that  competition  amongst  the  proprietors  to  procure  labourers  is  as  great  as  it 
was  immediately  afler  emancipation  ?— I  do  not  think  that  it  is  in  the  St  Joseph's  district.  Some  of 
the  planters  there  have  recently  told  me  that  they  get  as  many  labourers  as  they  require. 

354.  Wages,  you  know,  have  been  gradually  rising  throughout  the  colony  since  emaocipation ; 
have  you  heard  whether  this  increased  stock  of  labour  has  tended  to  reduce  wages  in  the  St.  Joseph's 
district? — I  have  not  heard  that  labour  had  sufficiently  increased  to  reduce  the  high  price  of  labour. 

355.  The  Committee  nndeiBtand  that  you  are  acquainted  with  afiairs  on  the  adjoining  ceotiaent  in 
the  republic  of  Venezuela,  and  wi^  to  know  whether  any  supplies  of  labour  are  reodved  from  that 
quarter? — Yes,  to  a  considerable  extent  in  crop-'ttme;    but  the  labourers  do  not  renaaa  in  the  colony. 

356.  What  is  the  present  rate  of  wages  in  that  country  ?— In  the  interior  very  low,  «ot  exceeding 
five  dollars  a  month  witd  food  ;  but  as  you  approach  Trinidad,  wages  rise  and  axe  ao  high  9b3B  to  <ID 
cents  per  day  (Is.  6d.  stp:.)  on  the  shores  of  the  Gulf. 

957.  But  for  what  description  of  day's  labour  ?  Doea  it  condode  as  with  us  befove  12  o'clock  in  the 
morning? — The  labourers  tliere  generally  work  eight  hours,  which  is  double  Uie  time  taken  in  per- 
forming a  task  here. 

358.  As  wages,  then,  are  so  much  higher,  and  labour  so  much  easier  with  ns,  m  you  of  •ptaioH 
that  the  immigration  from  the  Spanish  Main  is  likely  to  racrewe  ?— ^It  is  inoreasmg  every  year. 

359.  The  Committee  have  .been  told  that  many  families  of  Spanish  labourers  and  Pooiis  are  now 
settled  high  up  the  Caroni  River:  are  these  Peons  and  otiiers  in  similar  recnote  places  well  kuowA  to 
the  colonial  attthorities  ? — A  return  of  all  persons  occupying  land  has  been  required  by  Govenunenl, 
and  I  presume  it  has  been  iveeived  from  time  parties  as  well  as  others. 


Saturday,  19th  June,  1841. 

P<Hi  of  Spam, 

Tlie  Honourable  W.  H.  Burnley,  in  the  Chdn*. 

Samuel  J.  Threscod^  Esquire,  called  in  and  examined. 

3^.  The  Committee  understand  that  you  are  a  native  of  Barbados,  and  have  recently  arrived  from 
that  island.  Have  you  any  practical  acquaintance  with  agricultural  afiairs? — I  have  never  bee|i 
directly  interested  in  agriculture,  but  from  my  long  residence  in  that  island,  I  have  some  general  idea 
of  the  state  of  agricultural  afiairs. 

361.  So  you  know  the  rates  of  wages  in  Barbados  for  agricultural  labourers? — I  do. 

362.  At  what  rate  were  they  fixed  immediately  afler  emancipation  ? — At  two  bits,  or  \0d.  sterling 
per  day,  with  house  and  grounds  free  of  rent 

863.  Has  that  Tate  varied  since  emancipation? — ^The  planters  continue  to  pay  the  same  rate  to  those 
who  reside  on  their  estates,  and  take  the  benefit  of  the  house  and  grounds,  but  other  labourers  not 
possessing  these  advantages  receive  2s.  2d,  or  three  bits  (1^.  3(2). 

364.  Are  there  no  allowances  given  besides,  of  provisions  or  rum  ?— No  provisions  of  any  kind ; 
but  what  is  termed  "  beverage,*'  or  *^  diversion,"  being  a  mixture  of  molasses  and  water  and  rum,  is 
generally  given  to  the  labourers  in  the  field,  and  particularly  in  wet  weather. 

365.  You  do  not,  then,  complain  of  any  excess  in  the  distribution  of  rum  to  the  labourers  by  the 
planters  in  Bardados? — No;  and  they  consider  themselves  entitled  by  night  to  nothing  but  their 
wages. 

366.  You  are  no  doubt  aware  that  this  injurious  practice  is  at  present  exciting  much  attention  and 
alarm  amongst  proprietors  in  this  island.  To  what  cause  do  you  ascribe  so  marked  a  difierence  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  two  colonies  ? — ^I  have  not  given  the  subject  sufficient  attention  to  enable  me  to 
answer  it  satisfactorily. 

367.  Hew  much  time  have  you  spent  in  this  colony? — ^This  is  my  second  visit ;  T  spent  one  month 
here  last  year>  and  have  now  been  here  a  fortnight. 

368.  You  have  then  had  some  opportunity  of  seeing  the  country,  and  of  forming  an  idea  of  the  state 
of  our  agriculture  iP — My  knowledge  has  been  principally  derived  from  the  planters  I  have  met  with  in 
Naparima,  San  Joseph's,  and  Tacarigua. 

369.  Have  you  seen  enough  to  enable  you  to  judge  of  our  cultivation,  and  the  fertility  of  the  soil?-^ 
I  think  I  have.  The  fertility  of  the  island  as  compared  to  that  of  Barbados  is  apparent  to  the  most 
superficial  observer ;  and  I  have  collected  from  the  observations  of  two  intelligent  labourers  sent  over 
by  me  this  year  quite  sufiicieut  to  confirm  my  opinions  on  this  subject. 
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AFFAIRS  OF  TRINIDAD.  85 

870.  Are  you  of  opinioa  that  the  men  yon  allude  to  were  sufficiently  weU  informed  to  enable  them  to         TRINIDAIX 
form  a  eorreet  judgment  ? — They  were  both  head  meD»  perfectly  conversant  in  the  cultivation  and  manu-  r'--' 

facture  of  sugar,  and  one  of  them,  in  consequence  of  his  abilities,  has  since  procured  the  situation  of 
under-manager  in  this  island . 

371.  What  opinion  has  he  expressed  as  to  the  comparative  state,  of  our  soU  and  euitivation? — He 
has  expressed  the  highest  opinion  of  the  fertility  of  the  soil  in  this  i^and,  and  says  that  with  proper 
attention  the  sugar  can  be  made  equal  to  that  of  Barbados,  and  ^  plenty  of  it;"  but  that  the  cultivation 
and  manufacturing  processes  are  most  dirty  and  slovenly ;  and  this  is  so  apparent  that  it  struck  me 
on  my  first  visit,  and  must  be  evident  to  the  most  superficial  observer. 

872.  You  are  then  decidedly  of  opinioi^  that  by  improved  labour  and  improved  processes,  the  land 
at  present  in  cultivation  in  this  island  can  be  made  to  produce  infinitely  more  than  it  now  does,  and 
the  sugar  of  a  superior  quality?—!  have  no  doubt  of  it  firom  what  I  have  seen,  and  from  what  I  have 
heard  from  others  better  informed  on  the  subject. 

378.  Independently,  then,  of  the  great  difference  in  wages  between.  Trinidad  and  Barbadoes,  must 
not  a  labourer  here  have  much  greater  advantages  in  the  fertih'ty  of  the  soil  allotted  to  him  for  his 
garden? — His  labour  ought  certainly  to  be  more  productive  here,  but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the 
great  quantity  of  land  furnished  to  them  gratuitously  induces  a  careless  and  imperfect  cultivation, 
whidi,  in  tlie  end,  is  probably  not  so  kierative  to  them  as  in  Barbados. 

874.  You  think,  then,  that  if  they  were  more  restricted  in  the  quantity  of  land  given  to  them,  thej 
would  reap  greater  benefit  from  it  ? — I  do,  most  decidedly. 

•  875.  The  Committee  h»re  been  given  to  understand  that  you  think  Barbados  could  spare  a  large 
proportion  of  her  labouring  population  with  great  advantage  to  hersdf? — I  am  of  that  opinion,  and 
think  that  15  or  20,00C>  persons  taken  in  famil^  might  be  advantageously  spared  in  that  island. 

876.  Would  not  the  abstraction  of  such  a  number  immediately  raise  the  rates  of  wages? — It  would 
have  that  eflRKct,  and  that  would  be  one  of  the  benefits  I  should  anticipate  from  the  measure,  as  I  con- 
sider the  present  rates  to  be  inadequate  to  the  comfortable  subsistence  of  the  labouring  population, 
which  must  ultimately  lead  to  the  establishment  of  poor-rates,  and  fall  heavier  upon  the  proprietors 
than  any  probable  increase  in  the  rate  of  wages. 

877.  You  do  not  think,  then,  that  the  value  of  estates  would  fall  in  Barbados,  in  the  event  of  wages 
rising? — Possibly  it  might  at  the  commenceRicnt,  bnt  the  effect  could  only  be  temporary.  The 
remaining  population  would  then  obtain  fiill  employment,  woukl  do  the  work  of  the  whole,  and  receive 
the  wages  nowpaki  to  the  whole.  As  regards  the  cost  of  cultivation,  therefore,  I  do  not  think  that  it 
would  be  so  increased  as  to  afieet  the  value  of  property.  Besides,  I  understand  from  practical  men, 
that  a  large  quantity  of  land  in  Barbados,  unfit  for  the  sugar  eane,  is  at  present  kept  under  cultivation 
in  consequence  of  the  low  wages  and  high  price  of  sugar ;  such  land  would  be  more  beneficially 
employed  in  the  raising  of  stock  and  provisions,  and  the  labour  now  employed  upon  it  transferred  to 
the  best  soils.  ■^" 

878.  Are  difficulties  still  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  emigration  of  labourers  from  Barbados  ? — Not 
so  many  as  last  year ;  but  very  improper  restrictions  on  this  natural  right  are  still  continued,  and,  at 
the  present  moment  I  believe  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  quit  the  colony,  however  advan- 
tageous such  a  step  might  be,  but  for  the  influence  and  protection  of  persons  of  a  higher  class  to  a>«sist 
them.  The  law  as  it  exists  is  practk»lly  enforced  with  greater  severity  towards  labourers  than  others ; 
an  individual  of  the  first  class  may  leave  the  island  without  much  inquiry  as  to  the  quality  of  his 
securities,  whilst  i  have  known  many  labourers  required  to  find  substantial  freeholders,  and  were  con- 
sequently unable  to  quit  the  island  until  the  21  days  required  by  law  had  expired,  when  the  vessel  in 
which  they  intended  to  embark  had  departed. 

879.  Do  the  labourers  in  Barbados  work  by  the  day,  or  by  task-work  ? — By  the  day.  They  are 
desirous  of  task-work,  but  the  planters  will  not  consent  to  it. 

880.  In  this  island  a  planter  considers  task-vrork  as  the  most  advantageous  proceeding,  for  a  , 
labourer  never  exerts  himself  unless  he  works  on  his  own  account.     Can  you  explain  why  a  planter 

in  Barbados  adopts  such  a  di liferent  course  ? — Wheu  I  said  that  task-work  was  not  allowed,  I  must 
explain  that  there  is  always  a  certain  quantity  of  work  expected  from  a  labourer,  bat  he  is  not  allowed 
to  get  through  it  as  soon  as  he  can,  which  I  attribute  to  the  superabundance  of  labourers  ;  for  if 
they  were  allowed  to  work  as  much  as  they  pleased,  there  would  not  be  sufficient  employment  for 
them,  and  the  object  oi  the  planter  is  to  find  moderate  daily  employment  for  all  who  are  settled  upon 
his  property. 

diSl.  If,  then,  a  labourer  has  performed  the  amount  of  work  expected  fiY)m  him  early  in  the  day, 
and  the  proprietor  declines  to  fiimish  him  with  more,  is  he  prevented  from  seeking  it  elsewhere  ? — He 
would  not  be  allowed  to  finish  his  work  off  eariy.  He  would  not  be  allowed  to  give  tip  his  work  in 
less  than  nine  hours,  and  must  go  on  leisurely  with  the  rest  of  the  gang. 

382.  Do  labourers,  then,  continue  to  work  in  line  in  the  cane-fields,  as  was  the  eustom  in  times  of 
slavery  ? — ^The  work  is  generally  performed  in  the  same  way  as  it  was  then.  Here,  I  am  aware,  a 
labourer  works  when  he  pleases,  and  is  allowed  to  do  as  many  tasks  as  he  will,  because  yott  are  in 
want  of  labour ;  whilst  in  Barbados  it  is  the  reverse,  and  the  principal  object  of  the  planter  there  is  to 
proportion  out  the  employment  equally  to  all  applicants.  In  factj  the  great  grtevanee  of  the  labouring 
population  at  present  in  Barbadoes  is,  that  they  are  not  allowed  to  do  as  much  work  as  they  can;  and 
are  compelled  to  take  nine  hours  to  do  that  which  they  can  easilv  perform  in  five.  ' 

883.  Have  you  had  many  opportunities  of  conversing  witn  the  Barbadian  laboarers  who  have 
immigrated  to  this  island  ?— I  have  seen  all  who  came  from  thence  this  year,  and  a  few  of  those  who 
arrived  three  years  ago. 

884.  Are  they  satisfied  with  the  step  they  have  taken  iti  coming  to  this  colony  ?-^Very  nmthi  so. 
They  speak  very  favourably  of  the  island,  and  have  only  one  objection  to  make,  whieh  is  the  deep 
state  of  the  roads  after  a  heavy  rain.  They  all  admit  that  their  cireumstances  are  greatly  changed 
for  the  better.  They  make  more  money,  and  are  able  to  save  more.  One  man,  wfth  four  children, 
has  told  me  that  his  wife *s  labour  alone  maintained  the  (kmily,  and  that  he  saved  the  whole  of  his 
wages,  and  this  under  the  disadvantage  of  not  having  yet  established  thet^  provision  grounds,  when 
the  labourers  generally  feel  satisfied  that  they  will  be  able  to  save  the  greater  part  of  their  wages. 

885.  As  th^  no  doubt  communicate  these  opinions  to  their  friends  in  Barbados,  do  you  think  when 
the  present  obstacles  to  immigration  are  removed  that  many  of  them  will  he  disposed  to  come  bere?--" 
I  think  a  great  many  will  come  ;  for  Trinidad  is  decidedly  more  popular  than  Diemerara.  They  (Con- 
sider this  island  more  healthy,  and  the  general  aspect  of  the  country  mOre  cheerfaf.  Some  of  the 
labourers  now  here  have  been  in  Demerara,  and  gave  me  this  opinion. 
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TRINIDAD.  ^6^  ^^^  you  point  out  any  improvement  or  alteration  in  our  present  system  which  may  render 

-i.^  our  island  more  attractive  to  these  labourers  ? — I  think  that  if  you  can  succeed  in  adopting^  the  plau 

recommended  by  your  own  Agricultural  Society— of  paying  the  labourers  wholly  in  money,  and  with- 
drawing all  allowances,  charging  them  only  with  a  fair  and  reasonable  rent  for  their  cottages,  and 
allowing  them  at  the  same  time  to  work  with  whom  they  please — it  would  be  equally  beneficial  to  the 
labourer  and  the  employer,  and  a  great  improvement,  which  could  not  fail  to  render  the  island  greatly 
more  attractive  than  at  present,  at  least  to  the  labouring  population  of  Barbados. 


Wednesday,  30th  June,  1841. 

Port  of  Spain. 

The  Honourable  W.  H.  Burnley  in  the  Chair. 

Frederick  Brown^  Esquire,  called  in  and  examined. 

887.  How  long  have  you  been  resident  in  this  colony  ? — ^A  constant  resident  since  February,  1799. 

388.  What  is  your  profession  ?— A  land  surveyor. 

889.  In  the  course  of  your  business  have  you  seen  many  parts  of  the  island  ?— The  greater  part  of 
the  island. 

390.  Generally  speakings  do  you  consider  the  land  to  be  fertile  ? — ^Very. 

891.  Do  you  consider  the  hilly  and  mountainous  parts  to  be  fertile  as  well  as  the  low  lands?— 
Generally  speaking  they  are  so ;  in  very  few  cases  the  reverse. 

392.  Where  are  the  highest  lands  situate  ?— On  the  northern  ridge,  the  highest  of  which  is  the  peak 
of  Maraccas,  being  2947  feet;  but  this  is  a  particular  peak,  the  general  range  does  not  exceed  1800 
feet,  which  is  approached  by  a  succession  of  lower  ranges,  forming  valleys  between  all,  well  watered, 
and  containing  excellent  land. 

393.  Have  you  made  many  surveys  on  these  heights  ? — I  have  surveyed  a  great  number  of  estates 
in  the  heights  of  the  Valley  of  Caura,  at  the  source  of  the  Tacarigua  river.  The  estate  of  Perien, 
which  I  consider  to  be  2000  feet  high,  consists  of  the  most  fertile  land,  producing  luxuriant  cocoa, 
with  every  indication,  from  the  nature  of  the  vegetation,  of  the  soil  all  around  being  of  the  same 
quality.  I  have  been  upon  the  heights  of  Diego  Martin,  Maraval,  and  La  Ventille,  where  all  the 
land  is  fertile  and  well  settled ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  whole  range  on  the  uorthem  side  of 
the  island  consists  of  fertile  land,  and  is  capable  of  supporting  a  very  large  population. 

394.  Could  sugar  estates  be  established  thereon? — Sugar-canes  would  grow  there  luxuriantly,  but 
with  the  quantity  of  fertile  land  on  the  level  plain  below,  no  one  would  think  of  establishing  a  sugar 
estate  above ;  but  cocoa,  coffee,  cotton,  and  provisions  might  be  raised  there  in  abundance, 

395.  What  other  mountainous  ridges  are  there  in  the  island  ? — There  is  a  southern  and  a  central 
range,  but  they  cannot  be  called  mountainous,  they  are  only  high  hills ;  good  roads  could  be  easily 
traced  throughout,  and  they  consist  of  the  most  fertile  land. 

396.  Do  you  consider  the  whole  island  generally  to  be  capable  of  profitable  cultivation  ? — Moat 
oil  table,  with  very  trifling  exceptions. 

397.  The  Committee  have  been  informed  that  the  late  Surveyor-General  Basanta  estimated  that  one- 
fiflh  of  the  island  was  unfit  for  cultivation,  which  materially  differs  from  your  opinion  in  this  respect? 
— I  have  seen  that  statement,  and  rather  think  that  his  assertion  of  four-fifths  of  the  island  only  beinar 
fit  for  cultivation,  must  have  alluded  to  sugar  cultivation,  which  could  not  be  cultivated  profitably  on 
the  heights,  but  where  every  other  description  of  tropical  produce  could  be  easily  raised.  Mr.  Basanta, 
although  a  most  talented  and  excellent  officer,  was  more  at  home  in  the  official  duties  of  his  bureau 
than  in  the  field,  and  had  much  fewer  opportunities  than  myself  of  knowing  practically  the  surface  of 
the  island.  The  only  part  of  the  island  I  am  acquainted  with  which  is  worthy  of  the  name  of  sterile, 
is  a  small  tract  commencing  to  the  westward  of  Arima,  and  extending  on  the  line  of  road  to  the  eastern 
settlements.  It  bears,  however,  the  most  superior  hardwood  timber,  growing  thick  and  dose,  which 
would  try  the  temper  of  the  best  axe.  But  even  in  this  district,  on  the  banks  of  the  Arima  and  the 
Oropouche  rivers,  some  of  the  most  fertile  lands  and  best  cocoa  estates  in  the  island  are  to  be  found. 
I  am  of  opinion  that  we  have  little  other  hind  which  can  be  called  sterile.  We  are  frequently  apt  to 
apply  this  term,  from  the  extreme  fertility  of  our  lands  generally,  to  soils  of  inferior  quality,  which  in 
other  colonies  would  be  considered  g^ood. 

398.  Is  there  much  valuable  timbier  in  the  colony  P*— An  immense  quantity  of  the  best  description 
of  hardwood ;  the  best  qualities  of  which  are  to  be  found  in  tlie  least  fertile  soils,  as  I  have  just  stated. 
The  miut),  which  grows  from  80  to  100  feet  high,  is  to  be  found  in  great  abundance,  besides  ballata, 
poui»  roble,  with  enormous  cedars,  and  various  others. 

399.  You  say  that  the  best  timber  is  to  be  found  ;in  the  least  fertile  parts,  but  is  it  not  also  to  be 
found  in  the  fine  sugar  district  of  the  Naparimas,  and  in  the  fertile  lands  of  the  extensive  valley  of 
the  Caroni  and  Oropouche  ? — ^Yes,  it  is  to  be  found  in  abundance  all  over  the  island,  of  great  size  and 
beauty,  but  the  hardest  and  most  enduring  are  to  be  foimd,  as  a  matter  of  course,  in  the  least  fertile 
soils,  where  its  growth  is  not  so  rapid. 

400.  What  is  the  cause  of  our  using  so  much  of  the  perishable  timber  of  North  America,  when  we 
have  so  much  of  a  better  quality  in  the  island  ? — It  arises  from  the  want  of  labour  and  population,  and 
probably  of  capital  and  enterprise,  but  I  should  say  principally  from  the  great  expense  of  taking  it 
out  before  roads  are  formed. 

401.  Are  there  any  very  large  grants  of  uncultivated  land  existing  at  present  in  the  colony? — ^None 
that  are  large ;  in  fact  there  are  very  few  on  which  there  is  not  some  cultivation ;  but  of  these  a  more 
correct  statement  can  be  had  in  the  Surveyor-Generars  office. 

402.  There  would  be  no  difficulty,  then,  in  making  roads  throughout  the  island,  from  the  intervention 
of  large  tracts  of  uncultivated  land*  in  the  hands  of  private  individuals  ? — None  at  all ;  the  cultivation 
is  generally  on  the  shores  of  the  gulf,  or  closely  concentrated  in  the  settled  districts ;  the  only  difficulty 
in  making  roads  arises  from  the  fertility  of  the  soil. 
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or  ei^ht  miles,  and,  with  the  exception  of  ihe  North  Naparima  road,  which  runs  along  an  extraordi-       TRINIDAD 

nary  natural  ridge,  the  others  were  badly  traced  originally,  and  have  in  a  great  degree  been  obliged  ' 

to  be  changed  since.  -    - 

405.  Has  your  attention  ever  been  directed  to  the  practicability  of  forming  rail-roads  in  this  Colony  ? 
— It  has,  and  I  am  satisfied  as  a  man  can  be  who  has^  not  made  the  actual  survey,  that  two  main  lilies 
may  be  established,  each  of  them  traversing  the  island,  and  connecting  the  eastern  and  western 
coasts.  The  whole  valley  formed  by  the  southern  range  of  hills  on  one  side,  and  by  the  Montserrat 
and  Tamana  hills  to  the  north,  which  is  drained  by  the  River  Ortoire  to  the  eastward,  and  the  streams 
which  flow  into  the  lagoon  of  Siperia  on  the  west,  iiieUiding  the  district  of  the  two  Naparimas,  and  a 
tract  of  country  apparently  as  fertile  throughout,  of  forty  miles  in  If  pgth,  and  of  considerable  breadth, 
would  form  one  line,  and  might,  I  think,  be  easily  traversed  by  a  rail-road.  Of  the  level  nature  of- 
the  country,  with  the  exception  of  undulations  generally  of  the  same  height,  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
from  the  circumstance  of  the  tide  flowing  up  ilie  Ortoire  for  a  ooaaid^fable  distance,  which  is  a  well* 
ascertained  fact,  although  I  have  not  myself  been  upon  the  spot  to  vouch  for  it  The  lagoon  of  Siperia 
runs  also  a  considerable  diatance  into  the  iBlertor^  showing  ihe  same  description  of  land  on  its 
margin  ;  and  the  head-watersof  both  these  natural  levels  take  their  rise  near  each  other  in  the  centi^ 
of  the  island.  There  is  also  another  valley  of  similar  extent  and  dimensions,  running  parallel  to  it, 
twenty  oUles  distanoe  to  the  north,  lying  between  the  Montserrat  and  Tamana  hills,  and  the  northern 
ridge,  which  is  drained  east  and  west  by  the  rivers  Oropouche  and  Caroni.  Of  the  facility  of  carrying 
a  rail*road  through  the  whole  length  of  this  valley  there  can  be  no  doubt>  as  Colonel  Rutherford,  9f 
the  Royal  Artillery,  surveyed  the  ground  in  1803  and  1804,  and  recommended  the  formation  of  a  canal 
to  connect  the  eastern  and  western  coast  in  this  part  of  the  island.  The  whole  of  the  plans  and  docu- 
ments relating  to  this  subject  are  to  be  found  in  the  Surveyor-General's  office. 

406.  Are  you  of  opinion,  looking  to  efficiency  and  economy,  that  a  rail-road  through  both  the^ 
valleys  would  be  preferable  to  a  canal  or  a  Macadamised  road  ? — Should  the  introduction  of  a  sufficient  . 
labouring  population  in  this  colony  ever  render  it  necessary  to  open  up  these  fertile  valleys  for  culti- 
vation, there  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  superiority  of  a  rail-road  over  every  other  mode  of  commu- 
nication. A  canal  would  be  infinitely  more  expensive,  and  could  only  have  been  suggested  by  . 
Colonel  Rutherford  because  rail-roads  were  then  unknown.  Throughout  the  whole  of  the  two  rail-road 
lines  alluded  to,  a  superabundance  of  durable  wood  could  be  found  on  the  spot,  which  it  would  be 
necessary  to  fell  to  clear  the  ground.  The  whole  of  the  land  is  vested  in  the  Crown,  with  the  trifling 
exception  of  an  estate  or  two  on  the  coast;  and  in  the  latter  case  the  proprietor  would  be  glad  to  make 

a  gift  of  the  land  for  such  an  object.  A  rail-road  would  be  found  in  the  end  infinitely  less  expensive 
than  any  Macadamised  roud;  in  fact  the  latter  would  be  impracticable,  except  with  imported 
materials,  as  not  a  stone  could  be  found  in  either  valley,  whilst  a  rail-road  would  require  no  other 
foreign  material  but  the  iron ;  and  so  the  easiest  natural  levels  would  be  follciwed  throughout,  for 
there  would  be  no  motive  for  tracing  the  line  in  any  particular  direction.  Much  of  the  expense 
incurred  in  making  rail-roads  in  settled  countries,  where  it  is  necessary  to  connect  fixed  given  points 
together,  would  be  avoided.  Of  the  cost  and  expense  attending  the  formation  of  ordinary  roads  in 
tl^se  soils,  we  have  sufficient  evidence  before  us  in  the  Naparimas,  where,  as  they  are,  and  for  half 
the  year  impassable  for  carts,  they  must  have  cost  in  their  formation,  annual  repair,  wear  and  tear  of 
harness  and  carts,  and  murder  of  mules  and  stock,  infinitely  more  than  the  most  expensive  railroad; 
and  the  planters  in  these  districts  would,  I  am  sure,  gladly  make  the  exchange  to-morrow  at  the, 
highest  cost  at  which  a  rail-road  could  be  estimated. 

407.  Lor)king  then  to  the  large  outlay  of  capital  which  must  attend  the  formation  of  a  rail-road,  you  . 
consider  tfiat  in  the  end  it  would  be  a  saving  process? — I  am  fully  of  that  opinion,  for  such  is  the  - 
fertility  of  the  soil,  that,  with  a  sufficient  population,  the  establishment  of  sugar  estates  would  be  close  ^ 
and  concentrated  on  each  side  of  the  line  of  road,  and  the  quantity  of  produce  passing  over  it  would  ^ 
amply  repay  the  cost  of  formation  and  annual  repairs.  It  would  not  of  course  be  necessary  to  make  ,, 
the  whole  line  of  road  at  once,  but  in  portions  only  of  five  and  ten  miles,  and  to  continue  it  on  as  fast 
as  the  crown  lands  were  sold  on  each  side. 

408.  By  whom  and  at  whose  expense  should  the  rail-roads,  in  your  opinion,  be  formed? — It  might  ^ 
be  done  by  a  company,  but  would  probably  be  easier  effected  by  the  goveuineiit,  to  whom  the  laud  and  , 
timber  belong.  By  receiving  repayment  of  the  cost  in  moderate  instalments  from  the  purchasers  of  j 
the  crown  lands  next  a^ioiniug  it,  the  sales  and  settlements  of  estates  would  be  greaily  facilitated,  as 
the  planter  would  then  have  only  to  contend  with  the  ordinary  difficulties  of  a  new  cultivation.  In  . 
fact  it  is  impossible  for  the  interior  of  these  fertile  alluvial  districts  ever  to  be  settled  advantageously 
and  rapidly,  ui^less  a  regular  established  body  of  practised  road-makers  are  employed  for  that  purpose,,^ 
under  practical  and  skilful  superintendence,  whatever  the  nature  or  descripliou  of  the  roads  may  be.  ^ 
They  would  then  be  well  traced  and  well  made  in  the  first  instance,  and  prove  infirtitely  cheaper  to  ' 
the  new  ^^ttler;  who  frequently  sinks  under  this  last  effort,  when  every  other  obstacle  is  overcome,  ' 
but  that  of  conveying  his  crop  to  the  place  of  shipment.  , 

409.  Do  you  think  that  the  existing  surveys  of  private  lands  and  estates,  in  this  colony,  are  in 
general  correctly  made? — Generally,  I  think,  they  are.     Some  few  made,  in  former  ddys,  by  persons  j 
totally  incapable,  and  no.  to  be  depended  upon. 

410.  Would  it  then  be  easy  to  ascertain  the  exact  boundary  line  between  private  jjnd  crown  lands 
throughout  the  colony? — It  would  be  a  very  difficult  task  to  do  it.  The  work  would  be  extremely  , 
tedious,  OS  it  could  only  be  done  in  dry  seasons.  Every  surveyor  has  hitherto  used  (he  needle  ' 
(instead  of  the  theodolite)  in  which  variations  are  to  be  found  ranging  from  the  lowest  to  the  ' 
highest,  equal  to  2  degrees  and  30  minutes.  There  is  then  the  negligence  of  proprietors  to  conten.d 
with,  in  omitting  to  ny^  permanent  boundaries,  and  the  evil  intentions  of  other  parties  who  have.^ 
displaced  them — altogether  creating  difficulties  which  would  take  much  time  and  trouble  to  surmount. 

411.  But  as  it  must  be  essentially  necessary  to  ascertain  the  limits  of  the  crown  lands  before  they  ' 
can  be  disposed  of,  which  must  take  place  whenever  the  uncultivated  lands,  now  in  the  hands  of 
private  individuals,  are  fully  settled  and  cultivated,  what  mode  of  proceeding  would  you  recommend  | 
for  this  purpose? — 1  would  recommend  the  parties  wishing  to  purchase  land,  to  point  out  on  the  plans 
of  the  quarters,  wbkh  are  sufficiently  correct  for  that  purpose,  the  piece  they  have  selected,  and  then 
to  make  a  survey  of  the  same. 
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TRINIDAD.  ^^*  ^^"  y^^  inform  the  conmittee  as  to  the  eonrparalive  expense  of  surreying  iot  tfm  and  other 

i— «  conntries  ? — My  practical  experience  is  limited  to  the  colony  of  Trinidad ;  bv^  I  am  satiftiied,  from 

what  I  have  reud  of  surveys  in  Canada,  the  United  States,  and  Australia,  that  the  expense  of  fnirvey ins: 
here  must  immensely  exeeied  what  it  is  in  those  ootmtries.  Our  woods  are  thickly  grown  up  with 
under-brush  and  vines,  and  yon  can  see  but  a  very  fkw  yards  before  you.  In  America,  I  nnderstand; 
that  a  horseman  can  generally  ride  throui^h  the  woods  in  every  direction.  Here  it  is  impossible ;  the 
country  is  one  entire  wood,  and  you  can,  with  difficulty,  move  through  it  on  fbot,  unless  in  frequented 
paths,  without  a  cutlass  to  clear  the  way  before  you. 

414.  Surveying  is  then  a  difficult  and  laborious  task  in  this  country  ?— It  is  very  moeh  so,  and  a 
man  must  possess  a  very  strong  constitution,  and  be  well  aceustomed  to  the  climate  before  he  can 
practise.     No  European  should  ever  attempt  it  until  he  has  been  some  time  in*  the  colony. 


Wednesday,  7tb  July,  1841. 

FoH  of  SfHun. 

The  Honourble  W.  H.  Burnley,  in  the  Chair. 


The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Smithy  Bishop  of  Agna,  and  Coadjutor  of  the  Diocese  of  the  British  and 

Danish  Islands,  called  in  and  examined. 

415.  The  committee  have  invited  your  lordship's  attendance,  being  aware  that  your  pastoral  duties 
hav:e  afforded  you  the  best  opportunities  of  being  well  aoquaintedwith  the  labouring  population,  both 
before  and  since  the  emancipation  ;  and  they  first  beg  to  know  the  extent  of  the  diocese  of  which  you 
are  coadjutor  ? — ^The  diocese  comprises  Trinidad,  Grenada,  St  Vincent's,  Tobago,  Barbados,  St. 
Lucia,  Dominica,  Montserrat,  Nevis^  St.  Kitt's,  Antigua,  St.  Thomas*  St.  John's,. and  Santa  Cruz« 

416.  And  all  these  islands  you  are  expected  to  visit,  from  time  to  time,,  in  performance  of  your  pas- 
toral duties? — Yes  ;  and  I  have  visited  the  whole  of  them, excepting  Tobago,  Nevis,  Antigua,  and  St. 
John's,  where  the  members  of  my  church  are  very  few.  I  have  felt  obliged  to  devote  the  whole  of  my 
time  hitherto  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  large  congregations  of  Catholics  the  in  other  islands^  in  compliancy 
with  the  instructions  of  the  Bishop  of  Olympus. 

417.  How  long  h&ve  you  been  employed  in  this  diocese  ? — From  1828  I  acted  in  the  capacity  of 
apostolic  missionary,  until  my  consecration  as  Bishop  of  Agna,  in.  1837,  by  grace  of  the  holy  see,  and 
the  sanction  of  the  British  Government. 

418.  You  are  then  well  acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  labouring  population  in  the  British  colonies 
in  your  diocese,  both  before  and  since  emancipation  ? — ^As  well  ab  may  reasonably  be  expected  from  a 
person  filling  my  situation  in  the  church. 

419.  Be  so  good  as  to  state  the  principal  effect  which  emancipation  appears  to  have  had  upon,  the 
■local  conduct  and  deportment  of  the  peasantry  in  the  British  islands. — In  what  I  am  about  to  state, 
and  in  any  answers  I  may  give  to  fiirther  questions,  I  beg  to  be  understood  as  speaking  only  of  the 
members  of  my  own  church :  with  respect  to  them,  I  am  of  opinion  that  emancipation  has  had  the 
Biost  ^vourabk  effects  upon  their  gener^  conduct  and  behaviour,  particularly  in  a  religious  point  of 
¥iew ;  although  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  in  some  parts  of  Trinidad  there  are  great  deductions  to  be 
made  from  this  favourable  statement. 

420.  Then  you  do  not  find  the  improvement  to  be  equally  great  in  all  the  colonies  under  your  juris- 
diction ? — Not  in  the  same  proportion  :  in  Grenada  the  labouring  classes  are  unsettled  and  unsteady, 
rising,  1  believe,  from  the  temptation  of  high  wages  in  this  island;  whilst  in  St.  Lucia  I  think  their 
improvement  in  industry  and  general  moral  conduct  has  been*  the  greatest. 

421.  In  what  particular  points  did  you  observe  this  improvement  ?. — In  the  first  place  they  have 
exhibited  the  greatest  anxiety  to  have  resident  clergymen  and  schools  established  amongst  them,  for 
which  purpose  the  sum  of  17,000  dollars  (3,540/L  sterling)  has  been  subscribed  by  the  labouring  popur 
lation  alone,  not  exceeding  12,000  in  number;  and  during  six  weeks  tliat  I  have  passed  in  tlie  island, 
visiting  nearly  every  estate,  I  did  not  hear  a  single  serious  complaint  from  any  one  planter  against  the 
labourers. 

422.  What  is  the  rate  of  wages  in  St  Lucia? — In  Morcli  last,  when  I  left  the  colony,  wages  were 
at  Is,  9d.  to  Is,  6d,  sterling  per  day,  with  houses  and  gardens  provided  for  the  labourers,  but  no  other 
ailowauces  of  any  description. 

423.  How  was  a  day's  work  fixed  and  regulated  ? — A  day's  work  was  considered  to  be  nine  to 
ten  hours,  exclusive  of  the  time  required  for  meals  \.  and  I  was  credibly  infoumfd  that  the  labourers 
worked  quite  as  well  as  at  any  time  during  slavery  and  apprenticeship. 

424.  Had  you  no  complaints  then  respecting  their  vagrancy — of  their  quitting  one  estate  aller  a 
short  service,  to  work  upon  another,  without  any  apparent  cause  ? — None  whatever. 

425.  Had  you  no  complaints  respecting  drinking  spirituous  liquors  to  excess  ? — None  whatewr. 

426.  To  what  cause  then  do  you  ascribe  such  an  extraordinary  and  marked  difference  with  respect 
to  industry,  settled  habits  and  sobriety,  between  the  labourers  of  St.  Lucia  and  Trinidad  ? — I  think  to 
their  all  speaking  the  same  language  (French),  and  living  generally  under  resident  proprietors,  amongst 
whom  there  is  more  of  courtesy-  and  less  competition  than  apparently  exist  amongst  employers  in  this 
iflJand,  judging  at  least  from  the  evidence  which  has  been  taken. 

427.  Have  you  read  the  evidence  already  taken  by  the  committee  attentively  ? — Yes,  I  have. 

428.  From  the  hiformation  you  have  obtained  since  your  return  to  the  colony,  are  you  then  of 
opinion  that  the  complaints  made  by  the  planter  here  generally  against  the  labourers,  and  more  par- 
ticularly as  to  their  excessive  consumption  of  rum,  are  well  founded  ? — I  fear  they  are ;  and  I  have 
been' so  much  alarmed  by  the  reports  made  to  me  by  the  clergy  of  my  church  established  in  the  rural 
districts,  that  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  visit  the  estates  personally,  with  the  view  of  pointing  out  to  the 
labouring  population  the  evils  which  must  occur  firom  a  perseverance  in  this  pernicious  habit,  which, 
unless  checked,  I  am  satisfied  will  so  demoralize  and  enfeeble  them  before  ten  years  elapse,  that  they 
win  be  unable  to  work  for  their  own  subsistence. 

429.  Do  you  expect  that  your  exhortations  will  have  nwch  effect  ? — I  think  they  will ;  many  of  the 
labourers  have  pledged  themselves  to  me  not  to  ask  for  drams,  and,  up  to  the  present  time,  I  find  they 
have  kept  their  word.  In  one  respect  I  observe  a  manifest  improvement,  as  within  the  last  few  weeks 
87  couples  have,  in  consequence  of  my  exhortations,  consented  to  be  united  together  in  holy  matri- 
mony. 

4S0.  Do  you  think  that  the  proprietors  in  St.  Lucia  are  in  fact  as  much  in  want  of  labour  to  keep 
up  the  cultivation  of  their  estates  as  we  are  in  Trinidad  ? — Having  so  lately  arrived  here,  I  am  not 
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peiionally  inlbmied  sufficiently  ai  to  Die  wants  of  iUs  island  ;  but  in  St.  Lucia,  I  haw«  every  leasoB  to       TOINTOAP. 
believe  that  the  labouring  population  is  sufficient  for  the  actual  iiuUivation,  having  heard  that  several  — 

eslates,  forvierly  Abaadooed,  have  lately  been  brought  ial«  coltivation. 

431.  Has  there  been  any  lai|^  immigratioB  into  St  Lucia  since  «nancipatioa? — I  was  told  that 
about  1500  runaway  slaves  from  Martiaique  had  arrived  there  before,  and  since,  that  period. 

432.  Do  you  think  that  1500  immigrants  alone  wanld  account  for  the  peipulation  of  St.  Lucia  being 
sufficient  for  their  actual  oultivation  ? — No.  I  ascribe  it  to  their  more  regular  working,  and  the 
greater  industry  6f  the  labourers  in  St  Lacia^  aad  to  the  ciroumstance  that  great  iwmbers  of  the  free 
people  settled  ihera,  who  fornserly  lefused  to  VMirk  in  the  field,  have,  since  emancipatioo,  undertaken 
that  description  of  labour. 

433.  Are  you  not  then  of  opinion  that  this  sufficiency  of  labourers  in  St.  Lucia  may  have  been  the 
chief  cause  of  the  want  of  competition  for  their  services  ta  thid  island,  by  which  the  gratuitous  «U9- 
tribiition  of  ptoviskms,  rum,  ftc,  has  been  a^ded,  wages  kept  at  a  reasonable  level,  and  the  industry 
and  sobriety  of  the  population  secured  ?— I  beg,  in  reply,  to  refer  to  ny  answer  to  a  former  question 
(42^  ;  and  to  show  the  extent  to  which  this  leehng  of  courtesy  keeps  down  competition  in  St.  Luda, 
I  was  assured  that,  pnevk>us  to  emancipation,  Uie  runaway  slaves  from  Martinique  were  rarely 
eopkiyed  by  the  planters,  lest  it  should  prove  oBbnsife  to  their  friends  in  that  island. 

484.  l^o  what  cause  do  you  ascribe  the  less  vagrant  habits  of  the  labouring  populatkm  of  St  Lucia, 
as. compared  to  that  of  Trinidad? — ^To  the  circumstaace  of  there  being  fewers  immigrants;  and  to  the 
population  of  the  estates  consisting  generally  of  the  same  families  wlm  were  resident  upon  them  prior 
to  emancipation,  who  continue  to  cultivate  their  provision  grounds,  and  keep  them  in  good  order. 

435.  Are  provisions  and  vegetables  man  abundant  in  St  Lucia  than  in  Trinidad? — I  can  only  say 
that  I  was  told  in  St.  Lucia  tkwt  they  expected  to  raise  a  crop  more  than  sufficient  for  their  own  con* 
snmpiion,  with  a  considerable  snrphts  for  exportation — whilst  here  it  appears,  from  the  evidence 
taken^  that  we  depend  larg:ely  upon  imported  sappUes  foom  the  Spanish  main. 

436.  How  many  clergymen  belonging  to  your  chnrch  are  employed  in  this  island  ?— A  bishop,  a 
ooa<)ji»tor  bishop,  and  16  clergymen. 

437.  To  whaA  districts  are  they  appointed  ?— The  two  bishops  and  four  clergymen  reside  in  Port  of 
Spain.  One  clergyman  in  St  Juan'ii,  one  in  St.  Joseph's,  one  in  Arima,  one  in  Carenage,  one  in 
Toco,  one  in  Mayaro,  one  in  Couva,  one  in  San  Fernando,  one  in  Savanna  Grande,  one  in  Oropouche, 
one  in  La  Brea,  and  one  at  Cedros. 

438.  Have  you  churches  in  each  of  the  districts  you  h&ve  named  ? — ^There  are  churches  or  chapels 
in  all  except  Mayaro,  where  a  church  is  now  building ;  and  at  La  Brea,  I  believe  there  is  a  large 
dwelling-house  occupied  in  a  temporary  way  as  a  place  of  divine  worship.  In  Port  of  Spain  the 
Cathedral  is  a  noble  edifice,  in  aid  of  which  a  chapel  has  been  lately  erected  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
town,  and  two  other  chapels  are  now  building  in  the  rural  parts  of  this  parish.  In  the  principal  towns 
of  St.  Juan's  and  St.  Joseph's  large  and  handsome  churches  were  built  some  years  ago,  and  another 
church,  on  a  very  extensive  scale,  is  now  erecting  in  the  town  of  San  Fernando.  The  church  of 
Arima  was  built  many  years  ago :  it  is  large  and  commodious. 

439.  By  whom  is  your  clergy  paid  ? — fi^  the  Colonial  Government,  except  the  coac^ulor  bishop,  ' 
wiio  gave  up  his  salary  in  1^^  in  favour  of  an  additional  clergyman  appointed  to  Fort  of  Spain, 
which  the  great  increase  in  the  popnlati^  rendered  neoessary. 

440.  Youfind  then  that  the  popalation  of  Port  of  Spain  and  the  vicinity  has  htrgely  ^acivased?^ 
Very  considerably,  judging  from  the  number  of  baptisms,  which  afibrd,  I  oonsider,  very  oorrect  data. 
In  1833  the  number  of  bapttsms  m  the  parish,  which,  in  the  settled  parts,  embraces  a  radius  of 
about  six  miles,  amounted  to  430,  which  have  been  gradually  increasing  np  to  608  in  1840,  and  in  the 
first  six  months  of  the  present  year  amoont  to  386,  or  772  for  the  year;  making  a  difievenee  of  342 
on  the  last  8  >ear8,  or  an  accession  of  80  per  cent,  to  the  population. 

441.  Ha*^e  yon  fonnd  any  difficulty  in  providnig  religious  and  educational  accommodation  for  this 
increased  population  ? — With  respect  to  the  religious  service,  I  have  already  stated  that  I  was  obliged 
to  give  up  my  own  salary  to  provide  an  additional  clergyman  in  1838,  and  1  still  require  another, 
in  oonsequenee  of  the  tucreasing  pepnlation  since  that  period.  In  saying  this,  I  frel  bouHi  to  state 
that  the  assistanoe  granted  by  the  oeloaial  goviemment  has  been  most  liberal ;  and  I  have  reason  to 
hope  thai  the  Honourable  Board  of  Council  will,  on  due  representation  ^  the  case,  provide  snitably  for 
this  increased  popnlalion. 

442.  Have  y4Ni  schoob  established  in  alt  the  twelve  rural  parishes? — Generally ;  but  we  are  ranch 
pressed  far  want  «f  anficient  fands  lo  maintain  and  extei»d  them. 

443.  Do  the  parents  nf  the  childpen  ihem  not  pay  for  their  education? — In  nome  cases  partially,  and 
in  others  not  at  all.  At  present  the  elergy  and  myself  are  waiting  patiently,  and  with  oonidcnce,  te 
the  developement  of  the  comprehensive  system  of  education  recommended  by  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  to  ihe  home  govenunent  for  adoption. 

444.  Are  you  aware  of  the  eaustence  of  any  labouring  population  in  any  part  of  the  woihi 
who  are  so  well  able  to  pay  for  the  education  of  theur  children  as  the  peasantry  of  IVinidad  ?— De- 
cidedly not. 

445.  Would  it  not  then  be  more  advantageous  in  every  moral  point  of  view  to  inculcate  upon  them 
the  necessity  of  e^ncating  their  offspring  at  their  own  expense,  rather  tlnm  vraste  their  means  in  ex- 
travagant lamries  ? — Certainly,  and  so  far  as  we  are  able,  we  are  acting  upon  that  opinion ;  bat  wn 
find  the  greatest  rehictance  on  the  pait  of  most  of  the  parents  to  incur  this  expense.  The  difficulty 
is  however  decreasing,  and  I  am  in  hopes  will  be  ultimately  surmounted.  Whilst,  on  the  8nb|ect  of 
education*  I  beg  to  add  that  I  am  pleased  to  find  that  the  English  language  is  every  day  becoming 
nsore  prevalent;  when  I  arrived  in  1828  iew  of  (he  children  of  tlie  lower  classes  t^ht  English — 
almost  all  speak  English  now,  and  it  is  the  language  taught  in  all  the  schools  under  the  snparin- 
tendenee  of  the  clergy  and  mysdf. 

446.  From  your  observations  or  inquiries,  do  you  think  tiiat  the  immigrants  who  have  arrived  in 
this  colony  are  more  nK>ral  or  better  behaved  than  our  native  labourer^? — ^From  my  own  observa- 
tk>ns,  and  from  what  I  have  heard  from  gentlemen  of  the  highest  respectability,  I  am  decidedly  not 
of  that  opinion,  but  give  the  preference  to  the  natives  of  the  island. 

447.  Of  the  numl^  of  liberated  African  which  were  sent  by  government  to  this  colony  five  or  six 
years  since,  amounting  to  about  one  thousand,  have  you  any  in  your  congregation  ? — By  referring 
to  th€  register  of  baptisms,  I  find  that  274  adults  were  baptized  in  the  town  parish. 

446.  From  your  knowledge  of  them,  are  you  of  opinion  that  any  evil  or  inconvenience  would  arise 
from  the  introduction  of  a  lanre  numb^  of  them  into  the  colony,  to  the  extent  of  five  to  ten  thousand 

N  2-  . 
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TRINIDAD.       annually  ? — Decidedly  not,  if  the  council  of  government  continue  to  act  as  liberally  aft  they  have 
hitherto  done  in  affording  us  aid  and  assistance. 

449.  You  may  have  observed  by  the  evidence  taken,  that  a  Mahometan  place  of  worship  has  been 
establifihed  in  the  Eastern  settlements  of  disbanded  soldiers :  would  you  not  fear  its  extension  if  a 
considerable  population  were  to  arrive  from  Africa? — Decidedly  not ;  I  am  sure  that  if  a  Catholic 
clergyman  were  in  their  immediate  vicinity,  they  would  cease  to  practise  Mahometan  rites. 

450.  Why  then  have  you  not  a  clergyman  in  the  Eastern  settlements? — Because  the  population  is 
so  small  and  scattered,  that  I  could  not  hope  to  obtain  a  salary  for  his  support. 

451.  Are  there  not  many  other  parts  of  the  Island  needing  the  services  of  a  clergyman,  where,  from 
the  paucity  of  the  population,  the  same  want  of  religious  instruction  exists  ? — Yes,  there  are  many. 

452.  The  introduction,  then,  of  an  increased  population  would  afford  additional  facilities  to  the 
moral  improvement  and  religioas  instruction  of  the  inhabitants  now  resident  in  the  colony?— *I  think 
it  would  be  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  them,  both  in  a  spiritual  and  social  point  of  view.  Indepen** 
dently  of  religious  establishments,  which  could  then  be  supported  in  places  now  deprived  of  theas, 
Benefit  societies,  which  are  found  highly  advantageous  in  the  populous  districts,  could  be  extended. 
I  have  twenty  now  established  amongst  the  different  trades  and  labourers,  comprising  2800  members, 
most  of  whom  are  heads  of  families,  who  pay  from  bd,  to  1^ .  8^.  sterling  per  month,  amounting,  in 
the  aggregate,  to  1750/.  per  annum,  from  which  fund  ,they  receive,  when  sick,  subsistence,  medicine, 
and  occasional  medical  attendance;  and  funeral  expenses  in  case  of  death.  These  societies 
could  then  be  extended  to  places  now  deprived  of  them,  solely  from  the  want  of  a  sufficient  popu- 
lation. 

453.  As  it  is  a  matter  of  the  highest  importance  to  humanity  and  Christianity  to  put  down  the 
slave  trade  now  existing,  by  every  possible  means,  and  as  its.  continuance  is  partly  ascribed  to  the 
superior  fertility  of  the  colonies  of  Cuba  und  Porto  Rico,  the  committee  wish  to  know  whether  you 
have  visited  either  of  those  islands  and  can  give  any  information  with  respect  to  the  nature  of  their 
soil  as  compared  with  that  of  Trinidad  ? — I  have  never  visited  Cuba,  but  Lave  passed  four  months  in 
Porto  Rico.  I  do  not  profess  to  be  able  to  judge  as  correctly  of  the  comparative  value  of  soih  as 
an  agriculturist,  but  feeling  a  great  interest  in  this  question,  I  have  made  particular  inquiries  of 
persons  fully  competent  to  judge  from  their  agricultural  knowledge  and  residence  in  both  islands,  and 
from  every  information  I  have  received,  I  feel  assured  that  nopsrt  of  Porto  Rico  is  equal  in  fertility  to 
the  best  sugar  soils  in  Trinidad. 

Wednesday,  14th  July,  1841. 

Port  of  Spain, 

The  Houourable  W.  H.  Burnley,  in  the  Chair. 

Frederick  Brotcn,  Esquire,  again  called  in  and  examined. 

454.  The  committee  understand  that  you  wish  to  amend  some  part  of  your  late  evidence— >in  what 
particular  do  you  wish  to  make  a  change  ? — In  repernsing  it,  it  would  appear  from  one  of  my  an* 
swers  as  if  I  had  never  been  upon  the  river  Ortoire ;  I  meant  only  to  state  that  I  had  never  been  at 
the  highest  point  to  which  th^  tide  water  flows,  but  1  have  made  surveys  in  other  parts  and  lower  down 
nearer  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

Levns  Pantin^  Esquire,  called  in  and  examined, 

455.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  this  colony  ? — ^Twenty-four  years. 

456.  In  what  capacity  or  profession  ? — 1  have  served  twenty-one  years  as  a  public  officer  in  the 
several  departments  of  examiner  of  invoices  and  public  accounts,  and  Colonial  Secietary ;  and  I  have 
been  a  proprietor  of  a  sugar-estate  since  1818,  in  the  quarter  of  Point-d-Pierre,  where*I  own  now 
two  properties. 

457.  Can  you  give  any  information  with  respect  to  squatters,  who,  the  committee  understand,  are 
in  great  numbers  in  that  neighbourhood?  — I  can : — there  is  a  large  establishment  of  them,  I  should 
think  as  many  as  500,  at  a  place  called  Gasparee.  upon  lands  partly  belonging  to  an  abandoned  oc* 
cupancy  known  by  the  name  of  Tarietons,  and  the  remainder  on  crown  lands  immediately  adjoining. 
There  is  another  growing  settlement  two  miles  further  off*,  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  my  estate 
of  Bon  Aventure,  amounting  already  to  about  50  or  60,  and  numerous  detached  settlers  of  the  same 
description  are  scattered  on  the  intermediate  crown  lands,  on  the  line  of  road  leading  from  Concorde 
to  Bon  Aventure,  And  many  of  the  labourers  employed  upon  both  those  estates  have  left  the  houses 
they  occupied  thereon,  and  have  established  their  houses  and  grounds  upon  the  crown  lands  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

458.  Do  the  crown  lands  then  bound  those  two  estates?— Not  the  Concorde;  but  they  are  within^ 
ten  minutes  walk  of  it.    The  j^on  Aventure  is  surrounded  by  crown  lands. 

459.  What  distance  is  the  Bon  Aventure  from  the  shipping  place  ? — Three  miles. 

460.  Are  there  any  estates  to  the  eastward  in  the  interior  ? — None. 

461.  Have  you  ever  denounced  any  of  these  squatters  to  the  Road  Commissioners,  who  are  ap- 
pointed to  act  as  the  deputies  of  the  Surveyor  General? — I  never  have,  and  for  this  simple  rejison  : 
the  cultivation  of  my  two  estates  depends  entirely  upon  the  labourers  aroimd  me.  I  know  that  the 
greater  part  of  my  labourers  on  the  Bon  Aventure  have  their  gardens  on  the  crown  lands.  If  I 
were  to  make  myself  a  marked  man  by  taking  active  steps  to  eject  them,  I  should  inevitably  be 
ruined.  They  do  not  depend  upon  me  for  employment ;  they  can  find  it  any  day  they  please,  on  any 
other  estate  in  the  island  :  but  1  am  entirely  dependent  upon  them  for  labour,  and  cannot  risk  render- 
ing myself  unpopular. 

462.  In  what  class  are  the  persons  appointed  to  act  as  road  commissioners  in  your  district  ?-^They 
are  either  proprietors  or  managers  of  estates. 

463.  Must  not  the  same  personal  interest  then,  which  governs  you,  influence  their  proceedings,  and 

in  a  great  degree  disqualify  them  from  acting  as  efficient  substitutes  for  the  Surveyor  General  ? ^I 

am  convinced  that  they  are  actuated  by  the  same  feelings  as  myself. 

'  464.  Do  you  think  that  these  unauthorized  settler#are  fully  aware  of  the  illegality  of  their  proceed- 
ings ?-— I  can  only  say  that  1  have  invariably  told  them  so.  Not  long  ago  some  of  my  labourers 
observing  me  buying  coffee,  asked  me  why  I  did  not  weed  and  clean  a  small  plantation  of  coffee  on 
crown  land  in  the  neighbourhood.  I  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  state  that  I  did  not  dare 
to  touch  it,  being  assured  that  the  Crown  would  take  possession  the  moment  after  I  had  expended 
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money  and  labour  upon  it.     But  my  caution  had  apparently  no  effect,  for  the  settlements  are  increas*       TRINIDAD, 
ing,  and  they  naturally  think  that  what  has  been  permitted  so  long  cannot  be  contrary  to  law.  .-..^. 

465.  How  long  is  it  since  the  first  squatters  settled  themselves  in  that  neighbourhood  ? — A  few  of 
them  probably  above  twenty  years,  and  I  believe  with  the  permission  of  the  then  commandant ;  for 
in  time  of  slavery  the  government  encouraged  free  settlers,  and  every  officer  under  it  was  naturally 
disposed  to  do  the  same. 

466.  Have  many  have  become  squatters  since  emancipation  ? — ^The  great  majority  of  them. 

467.  Do  they  generally  continue  to  work  as  day  labourers  upon  the  adjoining  estates  ?-»-Tho8e 
near  Bon  Arenture  do  so  irregularly,  but  much  more  sttfadily  than  the  settlers  at  Gasparee,  who  do 
little  or  no  labour  upon  estates  unless  they  are  in  immediate  want  of  money  for  some  particular  pur* 
pose,  or  of  rum,  which  they  carry  up  to  the  settlement  and  sell  to  their  comrades. 

478.  Are  they  principally  persons  who  have  acquired  their  freedom  in  this  island,  or  immigrants  T— * 
I  can  safely  say  there  is  not  an  individual  amongst  them  from  the  other  British  Islands, 

469.  Are  they  generally  orderly  and  well  behaved  ? — I  think  they  are. 

470.  Are  they  injurious  to  the  district  in  any  other  way  than  working  so  little  as  labourers? — They 
have  been  denuding  the  crown  lands  of  their  best  timber  for  years  past,  which  their  vicinity  to  the 
river  Guaracare  enables  them  very  easily  to  do. 

471.  Can  you  personally  vouch  for  this  ? — I  know  it  to  be  a  fact  The  public  road  to  the  shipping 
place  pasises through  my  estate,  and  I  see  it  continually  passing  in  large  quantities.  I  can  safely  say 
that  within  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years  they  have  cleared  every  stick  of  valuable  wood  from  at  least 
150  quarr<^  (480  acres)  of  land.  * 

472.  Do  you  think  the  government  has  been  made  aware  of  this  circumstance  ? — Repeated  repre- 
sentations have  been  made ;  but  it  is  only  within  the  last  month  that  any  steps  have  been  taken  to 
check  it,  when  one  day,  a  large  quantity  was  seized  at  the  shipping  place  of  the  Concorde^  the  half  of 
which  was  stolen  away  on  the  ensuing  night. 

473.  By  whom  ? — I  presume  by  the  parties  who  cut  it. 

474.  Do  you  think  there  are  any  squatters  on  the  crown  lands  in  the  interior  ? — I  should  say  de- 
cidedly not ;  they  prefer  placing  themselves  in  the  neigbourhood  of  the  cultivated  districts  :  at  least  I 
have  never  heard  of  any  being  elsewhere. 

475.  Are  you  well  acquainted  with  the  range  of  the  Montserrat  hills  immediately  behind  your 
estates? — I  am  :  I  have  visited  them  in  various  directions  to  the  summit  of  the  highest. 

476.  What  is  tlie  general  appearance  of  the  land  and  soil  throughout  ? — ^They  are  of  moderate  as- 
cent, and  a  cart-road  might  be  easily  traced  to  their  summit.  The  soil  is  of  the  first  description  of 
black  mould  and  of  great  depth — deeper  I  should  say  than  any  I  have  seen  in  the  island. 

477.  Have  many  estates  been  established  on  these  hills? — i  know  only  of  two  on  the  ascent;  for 
notwithstanding  the  superiority  of  the  soil,  the  labour  and  expense  required  to  make  a  road  has  de^ 
terred  settlers  from  attempting  it. 

478.  How  long  did  you  act  as  colonial  secretary  ? — From  1835  to  1838. 

479.  Do  you  recollect  this  Circular  Despatch  from  the  Colonial  Office  of  the  30th  January,  1836, 
being  received  by  the  governor,  Sir  George  Hill — (the  same  being  handed  to  the  witness)  ? — I  do. 

480.  Pray  what  was  done  by  the  governor  in  consequence  ? — The  despatch  was  published  in  the 
Gazette  by  his  order,  and  instructions  were  issued  to  the  magistrates  to  make  a  return  of  the  names  of 
all  parties  who  might  be  found  squatting  upon  the  crown  lands. 

481.  It  appears  that  in  this  despatch  the  principles  of  the  Wakefield  system,  as  to  the  disposal  of 
the  crown  lands,  are  distinctly  referred  ro,  and  the  governor  is  requested  to  take  the  matter  into  his 
earliest  conderation,  and  to  submit  to  the  colonial  minister  the  arrangements  he  might  recommend 
as  best  cakulated  to  carry  into  effect  in  this  colony  the  views  of  government.  Did  the  governor 
immediately  follow  these  instructions  ? — I  do  not  think  that  he  made  any  communication  on 
the  subject. 

482.  Within  your  recollection  did  he  make  any  inquiry,  or  consult  with  any  members  of  the  legis- 
lative council,  or  other  individuals,  as  to  what  should  be  the  minimum  price  of  crown  lands  within 
this  colony  ? — I  have  no  recollection  that  he  ever  did. 

483.  Did  he  never  consult  with  any  of  the  planters,  and  yourself  amongst  the  number,  or  in  your 
capacity  of  member  of  the  Executive  Council,  in  consequence  of  the  instructions  distinctly  given  in 
this  circular,  to  ascertain  whether  the  holders  of  uncultivated  lands  would  be  disposed  to  make  a  ces- 
sion of  them,  which  at  that  time  might  have  been  effected  at  a  very  trifling  expense,  and  the  great 
majority  of  the  evils  we  are  now  suffering  under  in  consequence  of  a  limited  population  avoided  ? — I 
do  not  believe  he  consulted  anybody  on  the  subject,  and  can  decidedly  say  he  never  consulted  me. 

484.  You  think  then  that  he  did  nothing  but  publish  the  circular,  and  call  for  a  return  of  the  squat- 
ters ? — ^Nothing  more. 

Thursday,  15th  July,  1841. 

Port  of  Spain, 

The  Honourable  W.  H.  Burnlet,  in  the  Chair. 

Horatio  N.  Hvggins,  Esquire,  called  in  and  examined. 

485.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  the  Colony  of  Trinidad  ? — ^Twenty-one  years. 

486.  What  is  your  profession  ? — A  planter;  I  am  sole  proprietor  of  the  Broyite  EsiSiie^  and  own  one- 
half  of  the  Union  Hall  and  Nassau  Estates,  in  the  district  of  Naparima. 

487.  Have  you  not  lately  turned  your  attention  to  the  formation  of  a  public  village  on  one  of  your 
estates?-- 1  have,  in  consequence  of  application  from  several  individuals  to  purchase  lots  of  land  on 
the  Nassau  Estate,  and  about  a  fortnight  ago  put  up  several  lots  at  public  sale  to  ascertain  their 
value  ;  I  have  sold  sixteen,  and  shall  now  proceed  to  sell  the  remainder  by  private  sale. 

488.  What  is  the  size  of  these  lots,  and  at  what  price  were  they  sold  ? — Twelve  lots  fronting  on 
the  public  road,  50  feet  by  100  deep,  sold  at  an  average  of  116  dollars  (24/.  3».  4rf.)  each,  and  the 
lots  immediately  behind  them,  70  feet  by  100,  sold  at  110  dollars,  (22/.  18^.  6d.)  each. 

489.  Is  that  lot  above  1000  dollars  (208/.  6s,  Sd,)  per  acre?— Yes,  it  is. 

490.  Is  there,  then,  such  a  scarcity  of  land  in  South  Naparima,  that  it  should  command  so  high  a 
price  ? — Not  at  all,  I  should  be  glad  to  sell  the  spare  lands  on  the  Bronte  Estate,  which  are  only 
removed  live  miles  higher  up,  at  30  dollars  (6/.  5*.)  per  acre.     But  the  labourers  have  abundance  of 
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TRINIDAD.       mooey,  acd  jpxekr  paying  thk  pcne  for  the  situaiion.    It  b  dose^o  the  shipping  piaoe,  from  ^ 

*""*  they  have  dSMy  .eommunieation  by  water,  with  the  seat  of  government,  and  adjoining  four  cross  roada 

leading  to  the  junrlh  and  south  quarters,  jmd  the  town  of  San  Fernando,  oonsUtutiog  a  conaidamble 
thoroughfare,  where  they  will  always  have  abundanoe  of  news  and  oompany.  Some  of  the  purohaaen 
were  lately  rosident  as  labourers  on  the  Jordan  Mill  Estate,  immediately  adjoining  the  Bronte  lands; 
yet  they  prefer  coming  down  and  paying  an  extra  price  at  the  village. 

491.  Do  you  thmk  they  were  Htinted  in  land,  for  their  gard«:i8  at  Jordan  HiU^  which  might  haNre 
influenced  thehr  removal? — On  the  contrary,  it  is  an  estate  on  which  tbe labourers  are  amply  supplied 
with  land;  it  is  well-known  as  bemg  more  abundantly  stocked  with  provisiens  than  any  other  in  the 
i]iiar(«r ;  and  it  is  partly  .Mvtih  the  money  they  have  .made  out  of  these  grounds,  where  they  were  Bent 
free,  that  they  have  purchased  the  villa^  lota.  The  dit&rence  in  the  situation  is  the  sole  cause  of  the 
diffbrenee  in  ^rioe.  FiAeen  mont]:^  ago,  before  I  had  determined  upon  selling  any  of  ^  Nasmu 
lands,  two  of  .my  own  labourers  purchased  lots  of  Mr.  Duncan  Campbell  near  the  town  of  St.  Fer- 
nando, for  which  they  paid  at  the  rate  of  nearly  2D0O  dollars  (416/.  sterUng)  per  acre. 
.   492.  Are  you  not  one  of  the  Road  Oommiasioners  in  South  Naparima  ?-— I  am. 

493.  Do  you  .find  any  difficulty  in  keeping  your  roads  in  lepair  ? — ^The  greatest. 

494.  From  what  cause? — Partially  from  defects  in  tlie.road  Ordinance,  wbich  prevents  the  Assess- 
OMnts  from  being  .received  in  due  time,  so  that  the  proper  season  for  repairs  has  elapsed  before  die 
money  is  collected  to  pay  for  them  ;  antl,  in  the  next  place,  tJie  extravagant  wages  demanded  by 
labourers  for  woricing  on  the  public  road,  where  they  expect  to  make  from  two  and  a  half  to  thice 
dollars  (12*.  6d.  stg.)  a-day  ;  and  which.  I  liave  every  reason  to  believe,  they  do  make. 

495.  But  is  it  possible  to  keep  up  this  rate  of  wages  on  the  roads,  ^^hen  labourers  on  estates  make 
only  one  dollar  (4*.  2d,  sterling)  pear  day  :  will  not  competition  amongst  them  equalize  the  rates? — 
The  road  work  is  altogether  performed  by  the  American  immigrants,  who  contract  for  it,  not  by  the 
day,  but  by  the  hundred  feet.  Either  our  labourers  are  not  intelligent  enough  to  make  the  neeesaary 
calculations,  or  they  dislike  the  continuous  and  steady  hard  work  which  it  requires.  But  the  chief 
difficulty  in  keeping  Uie  loads  in  order  arises  from  the  nature  of  the  soil,  which  is  deep  and  stiff^  and 
so  tenacious,  that  it  will  occasionally  .pull  off  a  horse's  shoe  when  at  all  loose  in  passing  through  it. 

496.  How  is  it  possible  to  pass  over  a  road  of  this  description  with  a  loaded  curt?— In  the  dry 
season,  when  the  surface  has  been  properly  smoothed,  and'  not  allowed  io  cake  hard  in  mts  and  deep 
holes,  it  makes  lOne  of  the  finest  jroads  possible,  as  it  does  not  easily  pulverize  by  friction ;  but  tfaen 
our  seasons  are  so  precarious,  iliat  the  rains  sometimes  commence  before  the  crop  is  over,  and  most 
frequently,  before  a  ktrge  portion  is  conveyed  to  the  shipping  place ;  and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  have 
a  large  portion  of  it  embargoed  upon  the  estate  until  the  next  year. 

497.  As  a  pllanter,  do  you  think  it  would  be  a  saving  to  you  to  pay  a  high  price  for  a  laihray  over 
such  roads  ? — I  think  the  saving  it  would  cieate  would  ^enable  an  estate  to  pay  inteisest  upon  ten 
thousand  dollars  advantageously,  instead  of  continuing  the  present  systeoii  where  every  expense  in- 
curred must  be  repeated  annually.  But  it  is  impossible  to  cakulate  all  the  expense  and  kiss 
incurred  at  present.  The  greater  part  of  the  crop  must  always  be  carted  io  tlie  shipping  placet  before 
it  is  sufiwiently  drained  of  the  molasses,  lest  the  sudden  setting  in  of  the  rain  shoukl  prevent  it,  by 
which  a  oonsiderale  k)ss  of  molasses  is  incuned;  should  ihe  rain  fall,  it  must  then  be  put  in  bags  on 
the  backs  of  mules,  and  the  empty  bogsheads  filled  at  .the  shipping  place,  whidi  is  a  most  exprastve 
and  troublesome  process.  Frequently,  as  I  have  stated^  it  Iuls  bec^  arrested  upon  the  estate  alto- 
gether, the  roads  becoming  too  deep  for  the  last  process.  In  this  case,  it  deteriorates  much  in  quality 
and  in  quantity,  from  the  dampness  of  the  weather,  before  the  next  shipping  season  arrives.     Last 

'  year  a  great  (quantity  of  sugar  was  locked  up  by  the  bad  weather  on  every  estate  on  the  road ;  ismh' 
teen  hogsheads  which  I  had  at  Bronte  were  reduced  to  ten  when  iiiiaUy  shipped.  There  must  have 
been  eighty  locked  up  at  Jordan  HiU^  which  is  nearer  the  shipping  place,  and  upon  every  hogshead  «o 
detained  there  must  have  been  an  additional  loss  of  at  least  10/.  sterling,  from  the  intermediale  fall 
in  th^  market.  Besides  which,  no  stoies  or  supplies  can,  in  such  seasons,  be  ^t  up  to  the  estates,  aad 
the  fish  required  for  the  subsistence  of  the  negroes  has  to  be  carried  up  on  theirbeads. 

498.  Are  there  no  materials  in  the  neighbourhood*  to  give  a  solid  surfj^oe  to  the  roads? — None 
nearer  than  the  St.  Fernando  hill;  and  that  is  not  stone,  but  a  kind  of  marly  gravel,  and  being  a 
mile  distant  from  the  south  quarter,  the  expense  of  carriage  is  so  great,  that  it  has  been  used  ia  no 
direction  above  a  Jnile  in  length  ^  it  woukl  be  cheaper  to  m^e  a  railroad  than  to  convey  it  niudi 
further. 

499.  What  profit  do  youiezpeot  upon  your  sugar  crop  Ihif*  year  at  {/man  Halll — In  consequence  of 
the  high  wages  and  state  of  the  sugar  market,  1  fear,  ifom  ihe  last  calculatkMi  made,  that  there  ««iU  be 
a  loss ot 'at  kast  1000/.  sterling,  upon  the  preheat  crop.    " 

500.  Why  do  you  continue  the  cultivation  under  such  circumstances?  would  it  not  be  better  to  stop 
one  year,  which  might  tend  to  reduce  the  rate  of  wages? — If  I  were  to  stop,  the  labourers  now  resi- 
dent upon  my  estate  would  repair  to  others,  when  the  proprietors  would  be  so  glad  to  receive  them, 
that  I  could  never  expect  them  to  return  again.  Besides  an  estate  here,  if  allowed  to  run  out  of  culti- 
vation, would  take,  even  with  a  large  command  of  lubour,  two  years  at  least  to  replace  it  in  its 
former  condition,  and  the  expense  of  doing  it  would  be  some  thousand  pounds  sterling.  Looking 
therefore  always  for  an  improvement  in  the  industry  and  behaviour  of  the  people,  from  increased  im*> 
migration,  I  think  it  more  prudent  to  go  on  at  present,  even  at  a  heavy  loss. 


David  Lockhartf  Esquire,  called  in  and  examined. 

501.  What  is  your  calling  or  profession  ? — ^I  am  at  the  head  of  the  Botanical  Crarden,  to  which  I 
was  appointed  by  his  Excellency  Sir  Ralph  Woodford,  in  181S,  immediately  after  my  return  from  the 
expedition  up  the  Congo  or  Zaire  river  in  Africa,  to  which  I  was  attached  as  assistant  botanist  and 
gardener. 

502.  Have  you  been  in  any  other  parts  of  the  world? — Yes,  I  have  been  in  the  province  of 
Venezuela  on  the  Spanish  Main,  in  Cuba,  Jamaica,  the  Bermudas,  and  most  of  the  Windward 
Islands. 

503.  From  your  i»reat  experience  in  soils  and  vegetable  productions,  pray  state  your  opinion  as  to 
the  soils  in  the  different  places  you  have  named,  comparing  them  with  that  of  Trinidad. — Bermuda 
is  a  barren  irock.  The  soil  of  the  Windward  Islands  is  greatly  inferior  to  ours,  and  so  is  Venezuela, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Caraccas,  and  the  valley  of  Aragua.  The  only  place  which  can  bear  any 
comparison  is  Cuba  ;  but  altogether  I  have  seen  nothing  equal  to  Trinidad  in  the  great  variety  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFFAIRS  OF  TRINIDAD.  93 

exceHenoe  of  the  soils  ;  and  pariieulmiy  in  lift  seasoitA^  which,  fVom  its  situation,  exempts  it  from  the       TRINIDAD* 
droughts  to  which  all  the  other  islands,  from  Barbados  to  Guba^  must  be  occasionally  subject,  ■   ..« 

504%  Bot  ae  compared  to  the  land  you  saw  in  AfHca?  — A  large  proportion  of  what  I  saw  there 
was  a  yery  poor  light  sandy  soil.  It  only  began  to  improve*  where  tiie  expedition  stopped,  about  350 
miles  up  the  river ;  but  even  there  it  was  in  no  respect  to  be  compared  with  the  quality  of  the  soil  in 
this  island, 

505.  How  far  do  you  find  this  island  adapted  for  the  growth  of  the  spices  of  the  East? — I  have 
never  been  in  the  East;  but  all  the  experiments  I  have  made  here  have  been  extremely  successful. 
Nutmegs  and  cloves  answer  perfectly  well.  I  have  in  the  garden  about  100  matiu^  nutmeg  trees, 
and  have  taken,  during  this  season,  above  20  pounds  from  one  tree.  'Several  officers  of  rank,  both 
in  the  army  and  navy,  who  have  been  in  the  East,  have  assured  me  that  they  are  equal  to  any  they 
had  seen  there,  and  quite  as  productive.  Some  time  ago  I  forwarded  a  sample  to  the  Society  for 
the  Encouragement  of  Arts  and  Manufactures  in  London,  which  was  sent  to  the  Inspector  of  East 
India  spices  for  examination,  who  reported  upon  them  so  favoarably,  that  the  Society  awarded  me  a 
large  gold  medal  which  has  unfortunately  been  since  stolen  from  me  by  thieves  in  this  island.  An 
equally  favourable  report  has  been  made  upon  the  cloves,  and  both  of  them  could  be  grown  here  in 
any  quantity. 

506.  Have  you  not  a  large  number  of  young  plants,  of  both  descriptions,  always  on  hand  for  dis- 
tribution ? — A  great:  nunri)er. 

507.  Have  you  had  many  applicants  for  them  ? — Not  for  many  years  past;  and  of  those  distributed 
at  an  early  period,  the  greater  part  have  perished  from  neglect. 

508.  To  what  do  you  ascribe  this  circumstance? — ^To  the  paueity  of  populatien.  The  phoiters  are 
alwaya  employed  in  making  sugar  by  wholesale,  and  there  is  no  oottage  population*  as  yet,  by  which  a 
cultivation  of  this  description  could  be  economically  attended  ta 

509.  Have  you  not  pkmts  of  the  Moeha  coffee,  in. the  garden  ?— Thousands  of  them. 

510.  Do  they  dififbr  much  in  growth  and  appearance  from  the  West  India  Coffee  ? — Yea,  there 
is  some  difference  in  the  foliage,  and.  the  gnin  of  the  fruit  is-  nmeh  smaller ;  but  it  yields  very 
abundantly. 

511.  Do  you  think  cmr  soil  well  adapted  for  it?— The  whole  range  of  mountains  to  the  north 
would  suit  it  well,  and  the  summits  probably  the  best. 

512.  Have  you  been  upon  the  loftiest  summits  ?— Yes,  I  have  been  upon  the  highest  parts. 

513.  Is  not  the  range  well  wooded  throughout? — ^A  thicket  of  wood  from  top  to  bottom;  the 
ascent  is  covered  with  palma  and  forest  trees  in  many  places,. from  80  to  100  feet  high,  before  you 
come  to  a  branch. 

514.  There  is  then  an  abundanoeof  good  timber  in  the  island? — An  abundance  of  the  best  descrip- 
tion (^hard  wood  timber  covers  the  ^ole  northern  range. 

515..  Generally  speaking,  would  you  call  the  surface  of  the  island,  level  and  flat? — Very  much  so; 
more  so  than  any  idand  I  have  ever  visited^  I  should  say  that  the  low  lands  and  valleys  amount  to 
three-fourths  of  the  whoie  isbnd. 

516.  Is  mnch  of  it  f^vempy  ? — Not  much' that  I  have  seen,  but  a- great  part  of  the  interior  of  the 
island  must  be  unknown.  Wherever  I  have  been  I  have  found  the  land  of  the  first  quality,  and 
densely  covered  with  the  best  timber. 

517.  Had  yoamany  opportunities  of  seeing,  the  natives  when  up  the  Congo  river  in  Africa?— Yes, 
I  was  nearly  three  months  amongst  them. 

518.  Did  it  appear  a  populous  country,  and  were  the  inhabitants  free  or  slaves  ? — In  the  interior  it 
seemed  populous,  and  they  were  apparently  free.  The  chiefs  were  attended  by  domestic  slaves,  but 
the  rural  population  I  believe  were  free. 

519.  What  cultivation  did  they  follow  ?  —Provisions  entirely  ;  but  they  seemed  indolent,  apparently 
doing  little ;  which  may  have  been  owing  to  the  want  of  a  market  for  their  produce. 

52Q.  Were  they  stout  and  active  ?— Very  much  so ;  a  fine  looking  set  of  people. 

521.  Did  they  seem  well-disposed  and  ready  to  sell  you  provisions?  — They  seemed  a  cheerful, 
good-natured  set,  and  readily  furnislied  us  with  goats,  pigs  and  poultry,  and  every  kind,  of  native 
vegetables,  of  which  there  was  an  abundance. 

522.  Did  you  pay  them  in  money  ? — No,  in  umbrellas^  handkerchiefs^  blankets,  knives^  razors, 
beads,  and  a  great  variety  of  wares  with  which  I  am  little  acquainted. 

523.  What  apparently  was  their  form  of  government  and  state  of  civilization  ?-^They  all  seemed 
nearly  in  a  savage  state.  They  were  kept  in  awe  by  the  Fetish,  who  governed  in  each  village,  which 
was  composed  of  a  number  of  moveable  huts,  made  to  be  carried  off  at.  a  moment's  warning  ;  and  as 
to  dress,  they  were  all  but  naked^ 

524.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  advantageous  to  transfer  a  few  thousands  of  them  to  this 
island  ? — Not  a  doubt  of  it ;  they  seem  a  fine  cheerful  race,  and  with  a  little  pains,  I  believe  could  be 
easily  civilized;  but  where  they  are,  they  are  never  likely  to  do  any  good  for  themselves  or  others. 

525.  Did  you  f)nd  the  slave-trade  carried  on  so  high  up  the  river? — To  a  great  extent.  There  was 
a  Portuguese  factory  below,  about  60  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  to  which  the  slaves  were  sent 
from  the  interior. 

526.  Although,  then,  there  were  few  slaves  in  the  population  around  you,  many  were  brought  down 
from  the  interior?— I  believe  a  great  many  ;  we  met  them  travelling  in  gangs  of  10,  15,  and  20  each, 
as  the  falls  in  the  river  above  prevented  their  coming  by  water. 

527.  Did  the  free  rural  population  around  you  seem  to  be  indignant  or  angry  at  seeing  their 
countrymen  carried  away  to  be  sold  as  slaves?— They  seemed  perfectly  indifferent  about  it,  as  if  it 
were  a  matter  of  every-day  occurrence.     Even  the  slaves  themselves  did  not  seem  to  care  much. 

52B.  Did  they  appear  to  have  suffered  much  by  their  conveyance  from  the  interior  ? — ^Very  little. 
They  seemed  generally  in  good  health. 

Friday,  16th  July,  1841. 

Port  cf  Spain, 

The  Honourable  W.  H.  Burnlby.  in  the  Chair. 
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TRINIDAD.  530-  What  office  do  you  fill  under  the  government  ?— I  am  commissary  of  population  and  suireycr 

^  581.  Can  you  state  the  quantity  of  granted  and  ungranted  lands,  and  the  amount  in  culdvatkm  in 

the  island  ?--Yes,  I  have  brought  a  statement  with  me,  taken  from  the  latest  return  in  my  office. 

(The  witness  here  presented  the  following  statement) 

180  Sugar  Estates,  of  which  104  have  Distilleries. 
21,710  acres  planted  in  Canes. 
6,910     ,,        ,,  Cocoa. 

1,095     ,,       ,.  Coffee. 

6,313     ,,        ,,  Provisions. 

7,237     ,,       ,,  Pasture. 

43,265  Total  in  Cultivation. 

2Q8,379  Acres  granted  in  the  Colony. 
1,079,301     ,,       Ungranted. 


1,287,680  Total  Acres  according  to  Capt.  Columbine. 
1,536,000     , ,       , ,    according  to  Mallet. 


532.  The  committee  observe  two  statements  of  the  quantity  of  land  contained  in  the  colony  drff^ 
ing  from  each  other;  which  do  you  consider  to  be  the  most  correct ?— I  think  Captian  Columbine's 
statement  of  1,287,680  acres  is  the  most  correct. 

533.  Of  this  quantity,  it  appears  that  1,079,301  acres  are  still  in  possession  of  the  Crown,  and  that 
208,379  acres  have  been  granted  to  individuals.  Were  any  of  these  grants  made  in  large  parcels? — 
Very  few  of  the  grants  exceed  5  or  600  acres — the  greater  number  are  of  100  quarr^s  or  320  acres. 
The  largest  grant  is  that  of  Orange  Grove,  in  Tacarigua,  which  consiste  of  about  2,600  acres. 

534.  Are  the  grants  scattered  throughout  the  island  in  different  parts  ? — Principally  along^  the 
maro-in  of  the  gulph— on  the  line  of  the  Caroni  River,  north  and  south  of  it,  and  to  the  eastward 
under  the  northern  range  of  hills,  where  the  nature  of  the  soil  rendered  a  road  more  practicable.  The 
only  closely  settled  district  is  in  the  two  Naparimas,  where  a  rich  vein  of  sugar  soil  commenfces.  Hic 
great  body  of  the  interior  of  the  island,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  northern,  eastern,  and  southern 
coasts,  are  yet  ungranted. 

.  535.  The  committee  observe  that  only  6,313  acres  are  planted  in  provisions.  How  many  indi- 
viduals do  you  think  an  acre  of  ordinary  land  will  support  in  this  colony? — It  is  not  easy  lo 
determine  how  many  it  might  support.  There  are  numerous  small  settlements  of  one  quarr^  each 
(3  acres  and  l-5th),  which  have  greatly  increased  since  emancipation,  and  are  every  day  increasing, 
upon  which  I  have  observed  in  many  instances  above  30  persons  located,  which  would  give  near  10 
persons  to  an  acre ;  but  their  husbandry  is  so  slovenly  and  bad,  that  I  believe  the  land  would  easily 
produce  twice  the  quantity  of  provisions  they  obtain  from  it ;  but  at  present  we  import  a  great  quantity 
of  ground  provisions  from  the  Spanish  Main. 

536.  Is  there  much  uncultivated  land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Port  of  Spain  (the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment J?)— An  immense  quantity ;  there  are  large  tracts  in  the  valleys  of  Diego  Martin,  Maraval,  and 
St.  Ann's,  at  the  Carenage,  La  Ventille,  and  on  the  hills  all  round,  the  whole  of  which  is  well  adapted 
for  coffee  and  provisions  of  every  description. 

537.  There  is  then  no  want  of  land  on  which  small  settlers  can  establish  themselves  by  purchase? 
—Not  the  least  want,  and  they  are  settling  every  where  rapidly.  I  really  believe  they  settle  nearly 
as  fast  as  immigrants  arrive.  It  is  my  opinion  that  few  will  remain  above  a  year  working  as  labourers 
whilst  wages  remain  so  high. 

538.  Can  you  funiish  a  statement  of  the  population  of  the  island  at  different  periods  since  its  ces- 
sion at  the  Peace  of  Amiens? — I  have  it  not  with  me,  but  I  will  send  it  in  to  the  Committee. 

539.  When  was  the  last  census  taken  ?— The  last  which  can  be  called  a  census  was  in  1838  ;  the 
returns  in  1839  and  1840  were  so  defective,  that  it  was  found  impracticable  to  make  up  a  general 
census  from  them. 

540.  To  what  cause  do  you  ascribe  these  inaccuracies  in  the  returns? — ^The  great  difficulty  I 
believe  to  have  arisen  from  the  present  wandering  disposition  of  the  labourers,  by  which  the  popula- 
tion is  found  to  be  so  shifting,  that  it  is  impossible  to  number  them  accurately;  this  was  alleged  to 
be  the  cause  by  the  parties  employed  to  make  op  the  returns,  and  from  my  own  observations  I  believe 
it  to  be  correct. 

541.  Is  there  any  great  difference  in  the  proportion  of  the  two  sexes  in  the  colony  ? — ^The  returns  will 
show  the  difference,  but  I  know  there  is  a  majority  of  females.  I  observe  here  amongst  my  papers  a 
stray  return  of  the  population  of  Port  of  Spain  for  1838,  where,  out  of  the  aggregate  number  of  II  ,699, 
there  appear  to  be  4,912  males  and  6,716  females. 

542.  Do  you  believe  that  a  similar  difference  exists  throughout  the  colony  ?— Not  to  that  amount, 
but  the  females  preponderate. 

543.  In  your  department,  have  you  had  access  to  the  surveys  made  by  Colonel  Rutherford,  of  the 
engineers,  when  acting  here  as  surveyor-general  in  1803  and  1804? — Yes,  I  have. 

544.  What  was  his  principal  work  ? — The  taking  of  the  levels  between  the  Caroni  and  Oropouehe 
rivers,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  canal  to  make  a  line  of  communication  between  the  eastern  and 
western  coasts. 

545.  What  was  the  result  of  the  survey  ? — ^That  the  communication  by  canal  cou^d  be  ensny  made. 

546.  Did  he  take  levels  in  any  other  parts  of  the  island  ? — I  believe  no  where  else. 

547.  Was  any  estimate  made  of  the  expense  of  forming  the  canal  ? — I  believe  none.  Tliere  b 
none  in  the  office. 

549.  Have  the  levels  between  the  Lagoon  of  Siperia  and  the  river  Ortoire  ever  been  taken  ? — 
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551.  Is  the  island  well  wooded  throughout? — Covered  with  lofly  timber  throughout,  excepting 
only  where  settlers  have  cleared  it  away. 

552.  And  this  generally  of  a  good  and  useful  quality  ? — Of  the  best,  but  most  frequently  wasted 
by  the  settlers  from  inability  to  carry  it  to  a  market.  Often  have  I  known  the  Ballata  trees  to  be  cut 
down  merely  for  the  fniit,  which  it  was  otherwise  difficult  to  get  at  from  their  height  and  straitness. 

553.  Have  you  turned  your  attention  at  all  to  the  practicability  of  making  railroads  in  this  island  ? — 
Very  little.  I  have  not  been  in  England  since  railroads  were  established ;  but  as  levels  could  be 
easily  traced,  I  should  not  apprehend  any  difficulty  here  but  want  of  labour  and  capital. 

554.  If  a  good  railroad  were  made  into  the  interior,  would  there  be  any  want  of  the  best  timber 
for  shipment? — There  would  be  abundance  of  it. 

555.  Are  you  not  conservator  of  the  crown  lands? — ^Yes,  as  surveyor-general. 

556.  From  the  returns  in  your  office,  do  there  appear  to  be  many  intruders  on  the  crown  lands  at 
present? — Not  in  my  office,  but  I  know  that  returns  have  been  made,  and  are  making  to  Govern- 
ment 

557.  Have  you  not  reason  to  think  that  there  are  numbers  of  squatters  in  various  parts  of  the 
island  ? — I  have  heard  many  persons  complaining  to  that  effect,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  the  case. 

558.  Were  you  not  a  corregidor  of  the  Indians  for  many  years  ? — ^Yes,  I  was  corregidor  for  seven 
or  eight  years  of  the  Indian  mission  at  Arima,  which  was  originally  founded  by  my  father,  and  of 
which  he  was  corregidor  from  before  the  cession  of  the  island  until  his  death  in  1815. 

559.  Do  they  not  hold  a  tract  of  land  set  apart  for  their  own  use  ? — Yes,  a  tract  of  about  one 
thousand  acres,  granted  to  them  by  the  king  of  Spain,  to  which  Sir  Ralph  Woodford  added  afler- 
wards  320  acres,  in  consequence  of  their  complaining  of  a  want  of  provision  grounds. 

560.  What  has  been  the  average  number  of  luoians  in  that  mission  ? — ^They  never  exceeded  six 
hundred,  and  have  now  fallen  off  to  less  than  half  that  number. 

561.  Have  they  not  always  met  with  the  most  liberal  treatment  from  the  Colonial  Government,  and 
have  laboured  only  for  their  own  benefit  ? — Always ;  they  were  even  exempted  from  taxes  paid  by 
other  free  classes  in  the  community,  and  had  medical  attendance  furnished  to  them  gratis. 

562.  To  what  then  do  you  ascribe  the  gradual  and  rapid  diminution  in  their  number? — Chiefly  to 
the  gradual  mixture  of  the  races.  As  pure  Indians  they  were  compelled  to  remain  at  the  mission, 
and  conform  to  the  regulations;  but  the  children  born  of  Spanish  and  Creole  fathers,  could  not  be  so 
classed,  and  would  nut  submit  to  the  restraint  of  remaining  there. 

563.  Is  the  mission  then  broken  up  ? — Virtually  it  is  so.  No  regulations  are  now  enforced,  and 
those  who  remain  there  follow  orders,  because  they  have  the  benefit  of  the  crops  of  cocoa  belonging 
to  the  mission. 

564.  As  they  appear  to  have  emancipated  themselves  from  the  regulations  of  the  mission,  do  you 
think  they  have  any  legal  claim  to  either  the  cocoa  or  the  land  at  present?  —  I  should  think  not ;  but  it 
is  a  legal  question  which  I  am  not  com|)etent  to  answer. 

ne  following  PopuUUion  Returns  for  the  Colony  of  Trinidad  was  subsequently  received  by  the  Com* 

mittee : — 


TRINIDAD. 


Year  1797 
1802 
1806 
1809 
1819 
1824 


1829 

1831 

1832 

1834  and  1835 

1836  and  1838 


17,718 
28,477 
30,043 
32,095 
39,935 
41,120 


41,020 
39,482 
40,250 
39,045 
39,328 


Ai\er  the  capture  of  the  Island. 
After  the  Cession. 

After  the  abolition  of  the  Slave-trade. 

After  which  year  the  transfer  of  slaves 
from  one  British  colony  to  another 
was  prohibited. 


MALES. 


19,565 
19,779 
19,147 
19,250 


FEMALES. 


19,917 

20,471 
19.898 
20,078 


WtlHam  George  Knox,  Esquire,  called  in  and  examined. 

565.  What  is  your  profession  ? — ^An  English  barrister,  practising  at  the  bar  of  this  island  during 
the  last  ten  years. 

566.  Are  you  interested  in  sugar  estates  in  this  colony  ?  — Not  personally,  but  in  the  years  1838  and 
1839, 1  had  the  charge  and  administration  of  the  properties  of  my  father-in-law,  M.  Biazini,  (during 
his  absence  in  Europe,)  and  also  at  the  present  time. 

567.  Have  you  had  any  occasion  to  observe  the  state  and  habits  of  the  agricultural  labourers  in  this 
colony  ? — Yes,  necessarily  so,  as  having  had  charge  of  those  properties. 

568.  Have  you  paid  any  attention  to  the  injurious  practice  of  squatting  now  existing  ? — ^A  great 
deal,  and  have  made  many  inquiries  of  persons  on  whose  information  I  think  I  can  rely. 

569.  Do  you  understand  it  to  be  extensive  ? — 1  do  not  think  it  is  in  the  interior  or  in  unsettled 
places,  but  principally  in  the  vicinity  of  the  towns  and  cultivated  districts. 

570.  To  what  do  you  attribute  this? — ^In  the  first  place  to  the  natural  tendency  of  human  nature  to 
satisfy  its  wants  with  the  least  expenditure  of  money  and  labour  :  and  then  to  the  great  facility  with 
which  they  occupy  crown  lands  in  tlie  places  alluded  to,  where  they  find  a  ready  and  profitable  market 
for  all  they  raise,  particularly  for  guinea-grass  in  Port  of  Spain  and  San  Fernando,  and  have  an  ex- 
tensive field  for  a  profitable  trade  in  charcoal,  which  is  always  in  demand,  is  easily  made,  and  brought 
to  market,  and  by  which  the  best  timber  in  the  country  is  destroyed  and  wasted. 

571.  Has  the  practice  of  squatting  increased  since  emancipation,  and  do  you  think  it  likely  to 
extend  further  ?— The  present  practice  has  altogether  arisen  since  emancipation;  formerly  there  were 
one  or  two  settlements  of  runaway  slaves,  who  hid  themselves  in  the  interior,  and  which  I  believe 
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TRINIDAD.       no^  ^^  longer  exist.    As  to  die  probability  of  its  extension,  that  I  think  will  materially  depend  tipon 
— —  the  wages  of  labour  and  the  steps  taken  by  Government  to  repress  the  practice. 

572.  What  is  the  state  of  the  law  with  regard  to  squatting? — We  are  governed  by  the  order  in 
council  of  6th  October,  1838,  and  the  rules  and  forms  of  proceeding  established  by  the  prodamatioti  of 
the  30th  March,  1839. 

573.  Are  these  laws  calculated  to  repress  the  evil  ? — I  think  the  order  in  council  is.  It  appears  to 
me  to  have  been  carefully  drawn  up»  with  the  honest  intention  of  checking  the  evil,  and  is  unob- 
jectionable, with  the  exception  of  one  of  the  clauses,  which  limits  the  authority  of  the  stipendiary 
justice  to  cases  where  the  squatter  has  not  been  in  possession  one  year.  The  rule  may  be  fair  as 
applied  to  intruders  upon  the  lands  of  resident  proprietors,  but  is  most  injurious  as  applied  to  crown 
lands,  because  for  many  years  past  the  Colonial  Government  has  permitted,  and  actively  encouraged,  the 
occupation  of  crown  lands  in  small  patches  without  purchase  or  title.  It  was  the  practice  of  the  Com* 
mandants  to  grant  to  free  persons  indiscriminately,  written  permissions  to  occupy  portions  of  land 
within  their  districts,  and  many  of  the  titles  subsequently  granted  by  the  Colonial  Government  were 
founded  upon  an  occupancy  under  these  permissions.  These  permissions  never  expressed  the  locality 
of  the  land  with  any  degree  of  precision,  and  the  holders  considered  themselves  at  liberty  to  select  any 
part  of  the  crown  lands  within  the  district,  which  was  frequently  done,  changing  one  piece  for  another 
in  succession,  after  clearing  away  the  valuable  timber.  No  survey  was  made  of  any  of  the  tracts  so 
occupied  until  the  parties  were  on  the  eve  of  applying  for  a  formal  grant ;  I  believe  there  is  no  record  m 
any  of  the  public  offices  of  the  very  large  majoritv  of  these  permissions,  and  T  huve  known  instances 
where  these  permissions  were  endorsed  and  passed  from  hand  to  band  by  sale.  For  these  reascins,  I 
think  the  clause  alluded  to  will  give  rise  to  the  following  difficulties.  It  will  be  difficult  to  distinguish 
the  parties  lu  occupation  of  crown  lands,  whether  they  are  authorized  intruders,  or  holding  under  these 
fi^rmissions,  or  claiming  under  the  parties  who  originally  received  them ;  and  under  all  circumstances 
the  magistrate  has  no  authority  to  deal  with,  or  even  search  into  the  right  of  occupation  of  any  or 
either  of  the  above  parties,  his  jurisdiction  being  strictly  limited  to  the  case  of  those  who  have  intruded 
within  the  year.  The  only  mode  of  dealing  with  them  at  present  is  by  bringing  an  action  in  ihe 
Supreme  Civil  Court,  in  the  name  of  the  crown,  which  would  be  a  process  so  dilatory  and  apparently 
so  oppressive,  that  the  Colonial  Government  would  probably  shrink  from  the  obloquy  of  exercising  it 
to  any  extent.  I  do  not  see  that  there  coukl  be  any  objection  in  principle  to  the  stipendiary  justice 
being  allowed  to  proceed  according  to  the  ordinance,  against  all  intruders  on  the  crown  lands,  without 
reference  to  the  term  of  occupation,  by  which  this  difficulty  would  be  obviated.  Under  all  circum- 
stances it  must  depend  entirely  upon  the  activity  of  the  officers  of  the  Colonial  Government,  whether 
the  order  in  council  shall  be  carried  into  efiect;  for  no  proceeding  can  be  taken  in  the  case  of  unau- 
thorized occupation  of  crown  lands,  but  at  the  instance  of  the  surveyor-general. 

574.  How  far  do  you  think  the  rules  and  forms  of  proceeding  of  30th  March,  1839,  are  calculated 
to  promote  the  object  for  which  the  Order  in  Council  was  framed  ?— I  do  not  think  they  are  likely  to 
promote  that  object ;  the  rules  are  too  stringent,  and  the  forms  multifarious,  involving  much  delay  and 
trouble.  The  first  rule  requires  the  extent  and  boundaries  of  the  land  encroached  on,  with  the 
buildings  and  the  nature  of  the  cultivation  on  it,  to  be  "  particularly  described."  This  could  not  be 
done  without  some  expense  and  much  trouble :  in  many  cases  it  might  require  the  assistance  of  a 
surveyor,  and  an  inspection  of  the  plans  in  the  office  of  the  Commissary  of  Population.  The  third  rule 
is  more  stringent  as  to  the  service  of  the  summons  than  the  practice  of  the  Supreme  Civil  Court, 
even  in  cases  involving  the  largest  properties  in  the  colony.  It  is  not  often  that  the  '*  squatters  "  are 
found  to  have  **  some  servant  or  relation  *'  residing  upon  the  lands  occupied  by  them,  and  I  fear  that 
in  most  cases  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  comply  with  the  requisites  of  the  3rd  and  4th  rules.  The 
forms  subjoined  to  the  rules  appear  to  me  unnecessarily  numerous  and  artificial ;  the  proceedings  in  a 
single  case  would  require  much  of  the  time  and  attention  of  the  magistrate,  and  this  labour  is  much 
increased  by  the  5th  rule,  which  requires  the  magistrate  to  transmit  to  the  governor  a  copy  of  the 
whole  proceedings  in  every  case,  in  which  he  grants  an  order  for  the  compulsory  restitution  of  the 
land.  I  think  the  addition  of  a  seal  to  the  signature  of  the  magistrate  to  all  orders,  summonses,  &c., 
quite  unnecessary;  the  omission  of  it  from  inadvertance  is  not  unlikely,  and  might  be  fatal  to  the 
validity  of  the  proceedings.  The  seventh  rule  appears  to  me  likely  to  lead  to  much  difficulty  ;  after 
adjudication,  the  unauthorized  occupier  is  allowed  15  days  in  possession  of  the  land,  and  upon  default 
the  magistrate  may  order  immediate  possession,  but  such  order  con  not  be  enforced  until  after  a 
formal  service  of  it  upon  the  vnavikorixed  occupier^  who  probably  will  not  be  easily  found  15  days 
afier  he  has  been  formally  notified  to  deliver  up  Ihe  land,  and  forfeit  his  buildings  and  cultivations. 
Altogether  the  form  of  proceeding,  instead  of  being  '^  summary, **  appears  to  me  to  require  as  much 
time  and  trouble,  and  nearly  as  much  professional  knowledge,  as  the  great  majority  of  civil  actions 
which  are  instituted  in  the  Supreme  Civil  Court. 

575.  Are  these  defects  likely  to  produce  serious  consequences  ?— I  think  these  defects,  together 
with  the  dread  of  actions  for  damages  in  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  Complaint  Court  in  case  of  any 
departure  from  the  rigid  observance  of  the  rules  and  forms,  are  likely  to  prevent  any  proceedings 
before  the  magistrates  under  the  Order  in  Council,  except  such  as  may  be  instituted  under  the  direct 
authority  of  the  Colonial  Government  by  its  own  officers  and  at  the  public  expense. 


Saturday,  17th  July,  1841, 

Port  of  Spain, 

(The  Honorable  W.  H.  Burmlry,  in  the  Chair. 

John  Carter^  Esquire,  called  iu  and  examined. 

576.  Have  you  resided  any  time  in  this  colony,  and  in  what  capacity? — I  arrived  here  in  l&Id, 
and  acted  as  Escribano  de  Camaray  or  secretary  of  the  governor's  tribunal^  fur  fbur  years.  Hwiog 
paid  some  attention  to  surveying,  which  I  took  every  opportunity  of  practising  in  early  lite,  when  in 
the  navy,  his  Excellency  Sir  Ralph  Woodford  requested  me,  in  1823,  to  expbre  the  country  ta  the 
eastward  of  Chaguanas,  in  that  part  of  the  great  plain  which  lie»  on  the  south  side  of  the  Caroni 
fiver;  on  which  occasion  I  was  six  weeks  in  the  woods  occupied  in  that  pursuit  alone.  In  ISftS  be 
employed  me  to  explore  the  country  on  the  eastern  coast,  parUcnlariy  the  rivers  Ortoire  and  Nariva, 
and  to  survey  the  bay  of  Guayaguayare,  which  1  understood  he  expected  at  thai  tiat  would  have 
been  made  a  port  of  entry.  (le  requested  me  also  to  report  upon  the  fitness  of  Mansanilla  bay  as  a 
aafe  anchorage  for  small  vessels.    After  I  had  completed  these  surveys^  he  requested  me  to  cross  the 
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northern  range  of  mountains  at  Arima,  and  proceeding  eastward  to  Point«Galera,  to  report  upon  the       TRINIDAD. 

nature  of  the  country  and  soil  on  the  northern  coast,  which  I*effected,  returning  on  foot  to  Port  of  

Spain  through  Matura  and  Guanapo.  Shortly  afterwards  he  engaged  me  to  undertake  the  super- 
intendence of  the  cocoa-nut  oil  manufactory  established  by  the  Board  of  Cebildo  on  the  eastern  coast, 
where  I  have  continued  to  reside  ever  since. 

577.  Have  you  visited  any  other  parts  of  the  island  tlmn  those  you  have  mentioned? — I  am. 
generally  acquainted  with  the  country  all  around  the  island,  having  frequently  taken  the  route  of  the 
coast  in  boats  and  small  vessels  in  my  various  visits  to  Port  of  Spain,  from  the  cocoa-nut  oil  establish- 
ment at  Nariva;  and  I  raided  for  part  of  the  year  1823  until  IS^  on  an  estate  in  the  hills  of 
Montserrat,  behind  Savonetta. 

578.  Since  your  arrival  in  town  from  Nariva,  have  you  read  the  evidence  taken  before  this  com- 
mittee ? — I  have. 

579.  From  your  general  acquaintance  with  the  island,  do  you  think  the  railroad  communications 
suggested  by  some  of  the  witnesses  are  practicable  ? — I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  railroad  com- 
munications could  be  made  in  both  the  valleys  mentioned  by  Mr.  Brown.  The  practicability  of  the 
northern  line  is  established  by  Colonel  Rutherford's  survey ;  and  without  having  traversed  the  whole  of 
the  southern  line,  I  think  I  have  seen  enough  to  satisfy  me  that  there  is  every  facility  for  forming  one 
in  that  direction.  I  ascended  the  Ortoire  by  water  from  the  mouth  of  the  junction  of  the  Anapo, 
which  takes  its  rise  in  the  south-west,  and  enters  the  Ortoire  about  18  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the 
latter.  The  influence  of  the  tide  is  felt  up  to  this  junction,  after  which  the  Ortoire  becomes  an  in- 
considerable stream. 

580.  Is  it  navigable  up  to  that  point  ? — I  sounded  the  whole  distance,  and  found  there  from  60  to 
10  feet  in  depth,  never  less  than  the  latter.  Unfortunately  it  has  a  bar  at  the  mouth,  which  renders 
it  impossible  for  anything  [but  boats  to  enter ;  but  within  the  bar  it  will  serve  admirably  as  a  canal 
or  water  communication  until  its  junction  with  the  Anapo,  where  I  think  the  railroad  should  com- 
mence, and  be  continued  from  thence  to  (he  Gulf  of  Paria. 

581.  What  do  you  consider  to  be  the  whole  distance  on  this  line  ? — From  the  sea  on  the  eastern 
coast  to  the  Ortoire  at  the  junction  of  the  Anapo  is  not  more  than  seven  miles,  as  the  course  of  the 
Ortoire  is  to  the  S.W.,and  full  of  sinuosities ;  from  thence  to  the  gulf  cannot  be  more  than  25  statute 
miles.  No  part  of  this  line  until  you  arrive  at  the  cultivation  in  South  Naparima  has  been  regularly 
surveyed ;  but  from  observations  easy  to  be  made,  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  determining  that  the 
whole  must  be  nearly  level,  for  instance,  the  course  of  the  Anapo  for  five  miles  is  very  sluggish  even 
when  flooded ; — along  the  southern  coast  no  considerable  height  is  to  be  seen  intervening  between 
Mount  Tamana  in  the  centre  of  the  island.  For  in  fact  the  whole  range  on  the  southern  coast  which 
in  most  of  the  maps  is  described  as  mountainous,  is  of  a  very  moderate  elevation,  although  broken 
and  rugged.  The  only  high  land  to  the  south  [is  to  the  westward  of  Guayaguayare  bay,  between  it 
and  Moruga,  which  may  be  from  12  to  1,500  feet  high,  but  a  most  superb  soil. 

582.  Do  you  think  that  an  abundance  of  good  timber  could  be  easily  obtained  for  the  formation  of 
a  road  throughout  this  line? — In  every  part  of  it;  but  there  is  a  large  tract  in  particular  on  each 
side  of  the  Ortoire  below  Anapo  of  probably  10  miles  square  called  "Mural,**  from  its  being  covered 
exclusively  with  the  muro  tree,  which,  of  all  the  fine  forest  trees  we  have,  appears  to  be  the  best 
adapted  for  that  purpose,  as  I  know  by  experience  its  enduring  qualities  in  damp  and  moisture.  From 
the  accounts  of  every  traveller  and  hunter  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  an  abundance  of  hard  wood 
throughout  the  whole  line  ;  but  the  "  Mural "  alone  would  furnish  more  than  required. 

583.  Is  the  muro  tree  much  used  in  this  island? — Very  little,  as  it  is  scarce  on  the  western  side  ; 
but  it  is  decidedly  equal,  if  not  superior,  considering  all  its  qualities,  to  any  other  timber  we  have;  I 
think  it  is  as  enduring  as  Poui,  whilst  it  greatly  exceeds  it  in  size.  I  measured  several  which  had 
fallen  from  age,  and  found  that  they  averaged  above  70  feet  in  length  from  the  spurs  of  the  root  up 
to  the  lower  branches,  presenting  a  clear  run  of  timber  of  that  length,  and  about  three  feet  in  diameter. 

584.  Is  the  ground  wel\ covered  with  these  trees? — ^As  close  as  they  can  gprow,  probably  about  50 
feet  apart,  with  no  undergprowth  but  seedlings  of  the  same  tree. 

585.  Is  the  soil  good  ?— Extremely  fine,  as  I  know  by  experience. 

586.  Independently  of  the  two  lines  of  road  which  have  been  alluded  to,  are  you  aware  of  any 
other  parts  of  the  island  on  which  a  good  level  could  be  traced,  passing  through  a  rich  soil  favourable 
to  sugar  cultivation? — I  am  of  opinion  that  railroad  communications  could  be  easily  made  in  various 
directions  throughout  the  island,  with  the  exception  only  of  the  northern  range  and  the  hilly  parts  of 
the  centre ;  but  in  preference  I  should  select  a  line  commencing  with  the  valley  of  the  Guaracare  on 
the  side  of  the  gulf,  and  extending  across  the  great  plain  which  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Mont- 
serrat and  Tamana  Hills,  by  the  Ortoire  river  on  the  south,  and  terminating  at  the  eastern  coast 
between  the  Manzanilla  and  Mayaro  points.  No  regular  survey  has  been  taken,  but  from  observa- 
tions made  from  the  nearest  heights,  the  whole  line,  which  cannot  much  exceed  20  miles  to  Savanna 
Grande,  must  be  level  throughout. 

587.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  soil  would  be  found  good  throughout  the  whole  of  this  line  ? — 
The  quality  of  the  west  end  of  the  line  in  the  Guaracare  valley  is  well  known  to  be  amongst  the  best 
It  would  then  run  along  the  level  of  the  base  of  the  Montserrat  hills,  where  the  soil,  even  at  their 
summits,  is  of  the  finest  quality.  The  remainder  of  the  line  I  believe  to  be  rich  alluvial  soil.  1 
know  that  for  five  or  six  miles  of  it  firom  the  east  coast  it  is  very  superior,  and  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  whole  is  the  same. 

588.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  ascertaining  that  the  soil  on  the  summit  of  the  Montserrat 
hill  is  excellent? — I  have  been  along  the  highest  parts  from  Savonetta  to  within  two  miles  of  Mount 
Tamana,  about  15  miles  by  the  map,  and  the  laud  is  magnificent  throughout.  The  soil  is  com- 
posed of  chocolate-coloured  vegetable  mould  mixed  with  sea  shells.  I  met  with  a  cedar-tree  which 
had  recently  fallen,  and  in  the  earth  which  had  been  torn  up  and  adhered  to  the  roots,  were  numerous 
oyeter  shells,  and  in  the  hollow  space  which  it  had  filled,  was  a  large  mass  of  the  same  shells.  Oc- 
cssionally  where  the  masses  of  limestone  obtruded  beyond  the  soil,  sea  shells  were  found  thickly 
imbedded  in  them. 

589.  Is  there  then  abundance  of  limestone  rock  on  these  hills  ?— Abundance,  but  in  separate 
detached  masses,  interfering  in  no  way  with  cu]tivatk>n. 

590.  Independently  then  of  cultivation  and  building  uses,  it  would  furnish  an  ample  supply  of 
materials  for  roads? — In  any  quantity  required,  and  good  roads  might  be  traced  and  made  throughout 
these  hiVk  from  the  summit  to  the  base. 
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Mooday,  I9tk  July,  184K 

Part  cf  Spain. 

The  Honourable  W.  H.  Burnley,  in  the  Chair. 

Lionel  Lee^  Esquire,  called  in  and  examined. 

591.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  this  colony? — Since  the  year  I  SOS. 

592.  What  business  have  you  followed  during  that  period  ? — I  am  a  sugar  planter.  When  a  lad 
I  served  niy  time  as  overeeer ;  I  have  been  for  many  years  subsequently  a  manager;  and  since  1827 
I  have  had  a  share  in  the  cultivation  of  the  Orange  Grove  estate,  in  the  district  of  Tacarigua,  which 
is  now  entirely  under  my  administration  and  charge. 

593.  You  then  consider  yourself  perfectly  acquainted  with  agricultural  aflkirs,  and  agricultural 
labourers  in  this  colony  ? — I  think  I  am. 

594.  Do  the  wages  in  your  neighbourhood  diflTer  much  from  the  statements  which  have  been  given 
as  to  other  districts  ? — Not  much,  but  upon  the  whole  they  are  higher  in  Tacarigua  that  in  Naparima^ 
which  may  be  owing  to  our  lands  being  more  flat,  more  atfected  by  the  rains,  and  consequently  more 
subject  to  grass.  We  are  paying  ^ve  bits  (2^.  Id,  sterling.)  for  5000  square  feet  of  weeding,  to 
the  labourers  who  have  the  benefit  of  provision  grounds  on  the  estate,  and  to  others  six  bits  (2^.  6cf, 
sterling).  But  this  is  a  large  task  in  consequence  of  the  fineness  of  the  season,  and  the  grass  and 
weeds  not  being  so  heavy :  last  year  I  paid  the  same  for  a  square  of  3000  feet,  which  from  the  nature 
of  the  work ,  required  as  much  time  to  complete  it. 

595.  Are  your  wages  higher  now  than  they  were  immediately  afler  emancipation  ? — ^Tes,  they  have 
been  higher  since  May,  1840,  than  at  any  preceding  period. 

596.  Have  you  any  hope  of  being  able  to  reduce  them  shortly  in  consequence  of  the  number  of  im- 
migrants who  have  arrived  ?— It  can  only  be  done  by  a  general  combination  among  the  planters, 
which  is  not  easy  to  effect  I  should  rather  recommend  doing  away  with  the  gratuitous  allowances  of 
rum  and  fish  in  the  first  instance,  and  getting  more  steady  and  efficient  work  done  for  the  wages 
now  paid. 

597.  How  many  hours  does  a  labourer  take  to  perform  his  task  of  5000  feet  of  weeding  at  present  ? 
— Seldom  more  than  four. 

598.  Are  they  not  frequently  in  the  habit  of  performing  two  tasks  in  the  day  ? — Hardly  ever  on 
the  Orange  Grove  estate.  A  task  was  considered  a  day's  work  in  time  of  apprenticeship,  and  they 
seem  to  think  it  unnecessary  now  to  do  more. 

599.  How  do  they  employ  their  spare  time  ? — ^The  old-estates  people  work  on  their  grounds  and 
gardens,  and  the  immigrants  employ  themselves  in  a  variety  of  trades,  which  they  practise  more  than 
our  people — or  in  visiting,  or  loitering  about. 

600.  The  immigrants  then  do  not  seem  disposed  to  cultivate  the  land? — Generally  it  is  the  case, 
but  latterly  I  observe  that  several  have  commenced,  and  I  think  that  a  better  disposition  in  that  respect 
is  beginning  to  show  itself. 

601.  From  what  parts  of  the  world  are  the  immigrants  on  the  Orange  Grove  estate? — From 
Antigua,  Nevis,  St.  Kitt's,  Greneda,  with  a  few  refugees  from  the  islands  of  Martinique  and  Guade- 
loupe, and  liberated  Africans.     In  all  we  have  about  150,  and  the  same  number  of  old-estates  people. 

602.  Do  you  find  the  immigrants  generally  unsettled  and  wandering  in  their  habits  ? — ^They  were 
so,  shortly  after  their  arrival — some  still  continue  so,  but  I  now  hope  that  the  major  part  of  those 
I  have  are  likely  to  become  permanent  residents. 

603.  How  many  slaves  had  you  on  the  estate  prior  to  emancipation? — About  200. 

604.  As  you  state  that  only  about  150  of  them  reside  upon  the  estate  now — ^where  is  the  remainder? 
—Some  are  dead,  some  are  residing  on  lands  they  have  purchased,  and  others  have  attached  them- 
selves to  friends  and  famili<;s  elsewhere. 

605.  How  long  since  you  have  had  this  additional  number  of  immigpraftts? — A  few  since  1839-— 
they  have  been  gradually  increasing  io  the  present  number. 

.  606.  What  proportion  of  work  do  the  300  persons  resident  upon  the  estate  perform  as  compared 
with  your  (ormer  gang  of  slaves? — They  do  nearly  as  possible  the  same  proportion  of  6eId-work  as 
the  200  slaves  formerly  did,  for  the  extent  of  the  task  has  been  diminished,  and  their  work  is  so  slovenly 
that  more  weeding^  are  required.  But  about  the  works  and  in  taking  off  the  crop,  the  amount  of 
their  labour  is  fully  one-third  less,  as  they  are  never  fairly  at  work  before  seven  o'clock,  and  invariably 
break  off  at  sunset;  and  should  any  showers  of  rain  fall,  the  work  is  completely  deranged.  In  fact 
there  is  as  yet  no  steady  and  continuous  work  such  as  formerly  existed  in  the  manufacture  of  sugar. 
A  few  amongst  them  are  disposed  to  work  well,  but  for  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  steady  hands 
to  complete  the  spells,  the  whole  work  is  deranged.  This  very  frequently  happens,  and  adds  greatly 
to  the  expense  of  making  a  crop.  It  is  by  no  means  the  increased  amount  of  the  wages  of  labour 
which  constitute  our  chief  expense ;  it  is  the  losses  arising  from  the  irregularity,  negligence,  and 
wilful  conduct  of  the  labourers  in  many  instances. 

607.  In  what  way  does  the  misconduct  of  the  labourers  increase  your  expenses  ? — In  many  ways,— - 
frequently  three  or  four  labourers  will  not  make  their  appearance  in  crop  time  until  ten  o'clock,  and 
I  am  compelled  to  pay  a  whole  day's  wages  rather  than  incur  a  greater  loss  by  refusing  to  take  them. 
Some  of  them  oflen  leave  their  work  abruptly  after  it  has  been  commenced,  from  some  dispute 
amongst  themselves  or  other  trifling  cause ;  and  from  the  frequent  stoppage  of  the  work  by  these  and 
other  causes,  there  is  a  much  greater  consumption  of  fuel  in  proportion  to  the  work.  This  year, 
after  crop,  eight  iron  sugar-boilers  out  of  ten  were  turned  out  broken,  arising  solely  from  carelessness 
in  calling  for  the  application  of  fire  before  a  sufficient  quantity  of  cane-juice  was  drawn  down  into 
them.  There  is  great  loss  in  the  breakage  of  carts,  and  particularly  in  the  death  of  stock  from 
cruelty  and  ill-usage,  of  which  I  cannot  give  better  evidence  than  the  fact  that  four  oxen  were  always 
sufficient  for  the  daily  service  of  each  cane -cart  in  time  of  slavery ;  this  number  has  been  gradually 
increasing  until  I  now  find  seven  barely  sufficient,  although  the  day's  work  is  much  shorter.  It  is 
impossible  to  enumerate  the  whole  of  the  various  ways  in  which  additional  expenses  are  incurred 
from  the  carelessness  of  the  negroes,  as  it  pervades  every  work  they  are  put  to ;  and  it  can  never  be 
otherwise  until  they  are  made  to  feel  the  effi^cts  of  it  themselves,  which  at  present  is  not  the  case. 

608.  Cannot  you  check  many  of  the  proceedings  you  have  mentioned  by  complaining  to  the 
Stipendiary  Magistrate?— I  have  tried  it,  and  two  labourers  were  fined  for  stopping  the  work  at  the 
mill  by  neglecting  their  duty«  but  the  example  bad  so  little  effect  upon  themselves  or  others  that  it 
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afforded  little  encouragement  to  repeat  it,  as  it  invoHred  the  loss  of  much  time,  and  gave  great  trouble       TRINIDAD, 
at  a  period  of  the  crop  when  every  moment  was  valuable.  

609.  The  Ordinance  of  7th  September,  1838,  provides  ibr  contracts  of  service  between  employers 
and  labourers  for  a  period  not  exceeding  one  year :  are  these  contracts  for  a  year  ever  entered  into  by 
the  agricultural  labourers  ? — Never. 

610.  What  is  the  longest  contract  you  have  known  entered  into?— -I  have  never  heard  of  any  ex- 
ceeding a  day. 

611.  Is  there  not  then  a  single  farm  servant  engaged  even  for  a  month  to  perform  all  the  little 
jobs  of  sweeping  and  cleaning  out*yardt,  emplyiuf  of  cattle-pens,  &c.,  and  are  all  these  performed  by 
a  day-labourer  ? — The  are  engaged  by  the  day  only. 

612.  Will  it  be  possible  to  carry  on  the  cultivation  of  sugar  with  the  same  economy  and  precision 
as  formerly,  without  contracts  of  service  for  a  limited  peric^,  such  as  are  used  in  agricultural  districts 
in  England  ? — I  thinii  not.  I  dare  now  make  no  preconcerted  arrangements  to  any  extent,  least 
their  execution  should  be  defeated  ultimately,  from  the  want  of  a  command  of  lal>our. 

613.  Will  no  inducements  of  higher  wages  lead  them  to  contract  to  serve  by  the  month  or  quarter? 
—None  but  domestics  have  yet  been  induced  to  do  it,  and  then  only  to  the  extent  of  a  month. 
Agricultural  labourers  invariably  refuse,  and  will  never  do  it  until  increased  numbers  create  a  com** 
petiiion  amongst  them. 

614.  At  present,  then,  you  do  not  think  there  is  a  sufficiency  of  labourers  in  the  district  ? — By  no 
means.  When  men  will  only  work  four  hours  a-day  in  the  field,  at  high  wages,  it  is  clear  that  there 
18  not  a  sufficiency  of  hands  to  excite  competition. 

615.  You  say  you  have  300  labourers  on  the  estate  ;  how  many  more  would  you  wish  to  obtain  to 
keep  up  your  present  cultivation  in  the  best  order,  and  take  off*  your  crops  in  proper  time  ?r— The 
number  now  on  the  estate  is  more  than  sufficient,  if  they  would  only  work  fairly  nine  hours  out  of 
crop,  and  fourteen  in.  Working  as  they  do  at  present,  I  should  require  twice  as  many  for  the  field- 
work;  but  no  additional  number  will  enable  me  to  take  off  the  crop' in  time,  unless  ihe  mill  and 
works  can  be  kept  in  activity  for  fourteen  hours,  which  cannot  now  be  done,  as  I  have  in  vain  at- 
tempted to  engage  extra  spells. 

616.  But  under  the  circumstances  in  which  you  are  placed,  and  without  reference  to  what  might 
occur,  how  many  additional  labourers  would  you  think  it  advantageous  to  engage,  if  you  could  ? — I 
would  with  pleasure  accept  of  the  services  of  150  more  to-morrow. 

617.  What  is  the  extent  of  the  cultivation  on  your  estate  ? — We  have  in  canes  430  acres,  in  pasture 
150,  and  in  provisions  70— altogether,  650  acres. 

618.  With  this  increased  strength,  would  you  not  then  increase  your  cultivation  as  well  as  improve 
it? — I  would  not  attempt  to  extend  it,  if  they  work  no  better  than  at  present,  but  I  am  always  under 
the  impression  that  with  an  increased  number,  they  must  ultimately  be  compelled  to  work  better. 

619.  Are  your  70  acres  of  provision  grounds  sufficient  for  the  .^subsistence  of450persons? — ^They 
do  not  at  present  furnish  subsistence  for  more  than  half  our  present  number,  being  not  half  cultivated 
or  properly  cropped,  but  with  proper  cultivation,  would  be  perfectly  adequate  to  the  subsistence  of  the 
whole  number. 

620.  It  would  appear  that  the  population  upon  the  Orange  Grove  estate  has  increased  50  per  cent, 
since  emancipation ;  do  you  think  it  has  increased  to  the  same  extent  on  other  properties  in  the 
quarter?— I  should  think  so,  having  no  reason  to  believe  the  labourers  would  give  me  a  preference. 

621.  Has  there  not  been  also  a  large  increase  of  cottage-settlers  in  the  district? — Yes,  the  whole 
public  road  is  lined  with  settlers. 

622.  What  prices  do  they  usually  pay  for  the  lots  of  land  they  purchase? — At  the  rate  of  about 
320  dollars  to  640  dollars  (133/.  6s.  sterling)  per  acre. 

623.  Is  it  generally  sold  as  high  throughout  the  district? — Only  when  sold  in  lots  on  the  public 
road.  A  good  deal  of  land  has  been  sold  behind  these  lots,  and  at  no  great  distance,  at  100  dollars  the 
quar(^  or  about  6/.  lOs,  sterling  the  acre ;  and  farther  off  the  price  is  still  lower.  A  short  time  since 
a  tract  of  1,000  to  1,200  acres  was  sold  at  the  rate  of  9i.  Ad,  sterling  the  acre,  on  the  banks  of  Caroni, 
with  water  communication  to  Port  of  Spain,  from  which  it  is  only  12  miles  distant,  and  within  two 
miles  of  the  public  road  leading  to  it. 

624.  Have  you  ever  made  use  of  the  plough  on  the  Orange  Grove  estate  ? — About  twenty  years  ago 
I  made  an  experiment,  and  it  was  so  far  successful  that  the  land  was  well  ploughed  up  ;  but  there 
was  uo  economy  in  it,  as  it  required  a  number  of  extra  hands  to  clear  away  stumps  and  roots  to  allow 
the  plough  to  work.  Since  then  all  the  canes  planted  have  been  in  new  land,  where  it  was  impossible 
to  work  a  plough. 

625.  You  are  aware  that  the  public  in  Britain  expect  a  number  of  agricultural  improvements  to 
follow  emancipation,  which  they  think  the  institutions  of  slavery  were  calculated  to  impede — has  that  , 
been  the  case  ? — Not  as  yet,  whatever  may  be  the  case  hereafler,  when  our  emancipated  labourers  are 
made  to  work  as  freemen  elsewhere.  Instead  of  improvement  in  agriculture,  everything  has  retro- 
graded since  emanci|)ation.  No  work  is  done  now  as  well  as  it  was  formerly.  The  quality  of  the 
sugar  has  fallen  off  considerably,  from  the  impossibility  of  commanding  dne  care  and  attention  either 
to  the  weeding  in  the  field,  or  to  the  skimming  of  the  coppers.  And  this  is  a  circumstance  I  forgot  to 
notice  when  questioned  as  to  the  additional  expense  of  working  a  sugar  estate  since  emancipation.  The 
quality  of  the  Orange  Grove  sugar  has  deteriorated  fully  5^.  a  cwt.,  making  a  loss  of  4/.  sterling  a 
hogshead,  or  above  1,200/.  sterling  on  the  annual  crops.  No  improvement  in  either  agricultural  or 
manufacturing  processes  can  be  expected  until  a  labourer  who  misconducts  himself  finds  it  difficult 
to  obtain  employment. 

626.  How  long  a  time  would  it  take  to  form  a  sugar-estate  in  this  colony,  and  produce  a  crop  of 
200  tons  of  sugar? — With  a  sufficiency  of  labour,  it  may  be  done  in  two  years  and  a  half  to  three 
years,  from  the  first  cutting  down  of  the  forest  timber. 

627.  Do  you  mean  to  have  all  the  works  and  machinery  erected,  and  the  sugar  ready  for  shipping 
within  that  time  ? — Yes,  the  canes  would  be  planted  and  coming  to  maturity  whilst  the  works  were 
erecting^ 

62S.  Would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  doing  this  to  any  great  extent  ?  could  fifly  estates,  for  instance 
producing  200  tons  of  sugar  each  be  established  in  the  same  time  as  one  ? — I  can  see  no  difficulty  in  it 
with  a  sufficient  number  of  labourers.  The  whole  island  could  be  converted  into  sugar-estates  in  that 
time.  Every milterial  for  the  first  buildings  could  be  found  on  the  spot;  and  the  cattle  required  for 
the  cultivation  could  be  procured  from  the  Spanish  Main,  from  whence  our  present  supply  is  always 
derived. 
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TRINIDAD.  /<^  Butter^  Esq^  cmlled  in  and  examined. 

— ~  629.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  this  colony,  and  in  what  profession? — I  am  a  member  of  the 

College  of  Sargeons  of  London,  and  of  Apothecaries*  Hall.  I  hare  resided  in  this  colcmy  sewn 
years  as  a  medical  practitioner,  above  one-half  of  the  time  in  the  mral  districts;  and  I  have  been 
resident  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  Colonial  Hospital  in  Port  of  Spain  since  its  establishment  on  the 
1st  July,  1840. 

630.  Is  the  Colonial  Hospital  the  only  one  in  the  colony  ? — It  is. 

631.  What  is  the  extent  of  your  accommodation  for  patients  ?—*We  can  accommodate  one  hundred 
easily. 

632.  Have  you  ever  had  that  number  in  the  hospital? — ^We  have  never  exceeded  eighty,  and  the 
average  number  per  day  during  the  twelve  months  has  been  forty^one. 

633.  Do  you  consider  the  hospital,  then,  to  be  adequate  to  the  purposes  for  which  H  was  intended? 
— As  to  the  extent  of  accommodation,  it  has  been  equal  to  our  wants,  and  wilt  answer  in  a  tempotmrj 
way ;  but  it  was  never  built  for  the  purpose,  and  wants  many  necessary  conveniences,  which  can 
easily  be  provided  in  the  new  building,  which  it  is  understood  wiQ  be  erected. 

684.  What  has  been  the  number  of  your  patients,  and  are  they  classed  under  dtflfbrent  heads  at 
they  enter,  distinguishing  natives  from  immigrants  ?— I  keep  a  registry,  in  which  is  entered  name,  age, 
and  country  of  the  persons  admitted.     Within  the  twelve  months  we  have  admitted 

427  European  immigrants 
105  United  States     , , 
83  Creoles  of  Trinidad,  aod  other  West  India  Islands. 

615 

Of  which 501  have  been  cured, 

69  deaths 

5  dismissed  for  irregularities, 
40  remaining  in  hospital. 

615 

635.  Do  you  not  dass  the  patients  according  to  their  sexes  ? — I  have  not  kept  a  separate  registry ; 
but  there  are  separate  apartments  for  the  females,  the  whole  number  of  which  I  do  not  think  have  ex- 
ceeded Uiirty,  amongst  whom  there  were  only  four  deaths. 

636.  Has  your  mortality  been  in  a  greater  ratio  than  in  hospitals  in  England  ? — Yes,  nearly  double  ? 
arising  chiefly  from  the  circumstance  that  nearly  one-half  of  those  returned  as  dead  were  brought  into 
the  hospital  in  a  dying  state ;  they  were  in  fact  brought  in  to  be  buried. 

637.  As  you  have  kept  a  registry  of  their  country,  you  can  state  the  comparative  mortality  amongst 
the  various  immigrants  ;  in  which  class  has  it  been  greatest  ? — Among  the  French  and  Germans,  the 
mortality  has  been  five  to  one  as  compared  with  the  coloured  immigrants. 

638.  From  your  present  experience,  do  you  think  these  Europeans  immigrants  will  ever  answer  as 
labourers  in  this  climate,  looking  to  the  advantages  which  they  might  derive  from  the  change  of 
country,  without  reference  to  the  interests  or  wants  of  this  colony  ?— I  fear  not ;  not  that  I  apprehend 
that  the  climate  in  itself  would  prove  so  fatal,  but  they  are  of  the  lowest  grade,  without  education  or 
discretion,  and  are  addicted  to  drinking  in  excess.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  should  never  think 
it  advantageous,  for  themselves  or  us,  to  introduce  them. 

639.  Have  you  any  remarks  to  make  upon  the  relative  mortality  of  the  other  classes  of  immigrants? 
— Nothing  particular ;  a  greater  proportion  of  patients  from  the  United  States  have  been  admitted, 
which  I  attribute  to  their  having  no  friends  and  relatives  in  the  island,  and  more  disposed  in  conse- 
quence to  seek  relief  in  the  hospital,  but  the  mortality  amongst  them  has  not  been  greater  than  amongst 
our  natives  or  the  immigrants  from  the  old  islands. 

640.  Have  you  had  in  the  hospital  any  of  the  Sierra  Leone  people  who  have  now  been  in  the 
colony  above  two  months  ? — Only  one,  which  was  a  surgical  case — a  little  girl,  struck  and  slightly 
injured  by  a  carriage  in  the  streets. 

641.  Have  you  had  on  the  hospital  list  any  of  the  liberated  Africans,  who,  to  the  number  of  about 
one  thousand,  were  landed  here  five  or  six  years  ago? — Only  three  ;  and  I  really  believe  them  to  be 
the  healthiest  class  of  people  in  the  island,  even  more  so  than  the  Creoles.  I  do  not  judge  merely 
from  the  hospital  list,  but  I  have  occasion  to  know,  that  they  follow  more  exclusively  than  any  other 
persons  the  trade  of  wood-cutting  for  the  supply  of  Port  of  Spain  with  fuel,  the  whole  of  which  is 
taken  from  the  large  swamp  to  the  eastward ;  and  I  think  that  no  other  class  of  labourers  in  the 
island  could  support  as  they  do  the  marsh  miasma  to  which  they  are  continually  exposed.  During 
my  residence  at  Cedros  and  Guapo,  I  had  from  two  to  three  hundred  of  these  people  under  my  charge, 
immediately  on  landing,  afler  their  arrival  from  Cuba.  Many  of  them  were  then  in  a  wretched 
emaciated  condition,  but  they  improved  gradually  from  the  first  moment  of  their  arrival,  and  so  far  as 
my  recollection  serves  me,  there  was  not  a  single  death  amongst  them.  In  general,  you  can  recog- 
nise the  liberated  Africans  before  you  see  their  country-marks,  by  their  stout  and  healthy  appearance. 

642.  As  you  have  had,  then,  good  opportunities  of  making  yourself  acquainted  with  thb  clas8>  do 
you  consider  them  upon  the  whole  to  be  a  manageable,  orderly  set  of  people  ? — Perfectly  so. 

Tuesday,  20th  July,  1841. 

Port  of  Spain. 

The  Honourable  W.  H.  Burnley,  in  the  Chair. 


Rowleif  Hill  Stewarif  E^uire,  called  in  and  examined* 

643.  What  official  situation  do  you  fill  in  this  colony,  and  how  long  have  you  resided  here  ? — I 
have  resided  here  since  1827  :  from  1834  to  1838  I  acted  as  assistant  and  deputy  harbour-master,  and 
in  June  of  the  latter  year  was  appointed  to  the  office  on  the  resignation  of  my  predecessor. 

644.  In  addition  to  your  ordinary  duties,  have  you  not  some  charge  and  control  over  the  Spanish 
launches  arriving  from  the  opposite  coast  ? — They  report  themselves  to  me  immediately  on  arrival, 
and  sign  a  written  statement  of  their  cargo  before  me,  instead  of  the  collector  of  the  customs ;  which 
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statemeDt  is  subseqaently  sent  by  me  to  the  cvstom  boose,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaiaing  wbetber       TRINIDAD, 
any  portioa  of  the  cargo  is  liable  to  duty.  — <- 

645.  Urn  tbe  trade  with  the  Spanisb  Main  increased  at  all  since  you  first  acted  in  1834? — So  far 
as  aippcars  by  my  books,  the  trade  has  generally  increased  since  that  period. 

^iSw  So  yon  not  then  rely  upon  tbe  returns  in  your  books  as  perfectly  correct  ? — As  far  as  tbe 
imports  go  they  are  so ;  but  with  respect  to  tbe  exports,  there  has  always  been  a  disposition  amongst 
the  class  of  persons  engaged  in  this  trade  to  conceal  the  amount  of  their  exports,  from  uo  cause  exist- 
ing here,  as  no  duly  whaterer  is  paid  on  them. 

647.  Yo«  think  the  aouwnt  of  the  trade  is  increasing  generally  ;  but  has  there  been  any  great 
variation  in  any  particular  branch  of  it  ? — In  one  branch,  that  of  imported  vegetables  and  provisions, 
tbe  increase  has  been  great  within  the  last  few  years,  and  particularly  so  from  the  end  of  1838  until 
tbe  present  period ;  ibr  instance  tbe  quanUty  of  plantains  imported  in  1825  in  the  harbour  of  Port  of 
Spion,  amotuited  only  to  159,700  ;  in  1835  it  increased  to  2,026,700  ;  and  in  1840  to  4,332,900. 
Bogs  during  the  same  peiiod  have  increased  from  1,095  to  4,913.  Fowls  from  86  dozens  to  860 
doKens.  Turkeys  from  87  to  1,081  pair.  The  import  of  dried  peas,  goats,  eggs,  aud  other  minor 
articles,  have  all  increased  in  about  the  same  proportion ;  and  the  number  of  horned  cattle  which  was 
MDly  734  in  1886,  anounted  in  1S40  to  4,320 ;  having  nearly  doubled  since  1835. 

648.  Do  we  receive  vegetable  and  provisions  from  any  other  part  of  tbe  world  ? — No  yams  are 
brooght  from  the  Spanish  Mjun^  but  large  cpiantities  are  introduced  from  Grenada  and  St.  Vincents, 
which  trade  has  altogrethor  arisen  within  the  last  three  years.  We  import  besides  Indian  corn  to  a 
great  extent,  and  dried  peas  from  the  United  States,  besides  flour,  the  quantity  of  which  has  im- 
mensety  increased  within  the  last  two  or  three  years,  as  the  returns  from  the  custom  house  will  show. 

649.  To  what  do  you  ascribe  this  immense  increase  of  imported  provisions  ? — Partly  to  the  increase 
m  population,  bnt  duefly  to  the  ch-cumstance  of  the  cultivation  of  provisions  being  latterly  less  at- 
tended to  by  the  labouring  popoktioa,  who,  from  tbe  high  wages  given,  find  it  easier  to  buy  than  to 
raise  them.  Port  of  Spain,  which  was  formerly  supplied  from  estates  in  the  island,  is  now  in  a  great 
degree  fed  by  imported  provisions ;  and  I  know  as  a  fact  that  the  town  of  San  Fernando  which 
^merly  received  its  supplies  of  vegetables  and  provisions  from  the  neighbouring  districts,  is  now 
not  only  furnished  from  abroad,  but  the  labourers  from  the  estates  in  the  interior  come  into  town  to 
supply  themselves. 

650.  In  what  way  are  these  imported  supplies  paid  for  ? — It  is  a  retail  trade  at  the  wharf,  and  paid 
for  in  money ;  but  the  whole  amount  is  finally  taken  away  in  British  goods.  The  inhabitants  on  the 
adjoining  parts  of  the  Spanish  Main  receive  from  us  almost  every  description  of  agricultural  and  do- 
mestic articles;  and  latterly  it  has  embraced  objects  not  known  before,  such  as  wine,  porter,  loaf-sugar 
and  even  Irish  potatoes  when  new  and  abundant 

651.  How  are  returns  made  for  the  in>ported  provivons  from  Greneda  and  St.  Vincents? — Princi- 
pally in  Irish  butter,  lard,  and  flour,  with  some  French  olive-oil  and  candles,  and  a  small  quantity 
of  dry  goods.. 

652.  As  harbour  mastar,  and  visiting  all  vessels  on  arrival,  you  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  all 
immigrants  which  come  in? — I  am  ofRcially  directed  to  take  the  names  of  all  persons  coming  in,  dis- 
tinguishing labourers  from  others,  and  to  send  in  a  list  of  the  same  to  Government  House. 

653.  Is  the  number  of  immigrants  increasing  ? — The  number  has  gradually  increased  since  the 
first  publication  of  the  Immigration  Ordinance.  For  the  last  twelve  months  it  has  continued  steadily 
at  the  rate  of  300  per  month. 

654.  Have  you  ever  had  occasion  to  observe  that  the  immigrants  had  sufiered  any  hardships  or  pri- 
vations during  the  voyage  ? — ^None  whatever.  They  come  as  comfortably  as  other  passengers,  and  are 
Bot  of  a  disposition  to  submit  to  any  privations,  for  which  they  well  know  how  to  procure  redress. 
Besides  the  vessels  bringing  them  principally  belong  to  the  islands  from  whence  they  come,  and  they 
are  well  acquainted  with  the  captains^  whose  interest  is  to  make  them  comfortable. 

655.  Do  they  ever  suffer  from  want  of  employment  oa  arrival  ? — On  the  contrary,  such  is  the  com- 
petition to  secure  them,  that  but  for  a  regulation  which  prevents  it,  the  employers  would  board  the 
immigrant  vessels  to  engage  their  services,  before  I  had  officially  visited  them :  and  I  know  that  a 
premnim  is  now  given  of  five  dollars  (20*.  lOd.)  per  head  to  persons  who  have  influence  enough  to 
engage  them,  and  this  without  any  contract  on  their  part  to  serve  for  any  specific  time ;  so  that  they 
may,  and  very  frequently  do,  leave  the  parties  engaging  them  immediately  aflerwards. 

656.  Do  you  consider  the  harboui^of  Port  of  Spain  in  every  respect  safe  and  good  ?— Perfectly  so — 
it  is  land-locked ; — the  water  always  smooth — the  holding  ground  excellent.  Ships  seldom  require 
more  than  one  anchor  down — and  not  a  single  accident  has  occured  in  it,  from  wind  or  weather,  since 
I  assumed  the  duties  of  the  office  in  1834. 


Thomas  F.  Johnstotiy  called  in  and  examined. 

657.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  this  colpny  and  in  what  capacity? — ^I  have  resided  here  flileen 
years,  filling  successively  various  government  appointments  and  am  at  present  Assistant  Colouial 
Secretary,  Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  Agent-general  of  Immigrants. 

658.  When  was  the  first  Immigration  Oi5inance  passed  in  this  colony  ? — In  November,  1838.  In 
April,  1839,  another  ordinance  annulling  the  former  was  passed,  and  with  subsequent  amendments 
from  the  Colonial  Office,  is  now  in  force. 

659.  What  has  been  the  whole  number  of  immigrants  received  in  this  colony  under  the  Ordinance  ? 
—By  this  return  which  I  have  brought  to  the  committee,  the  total  number  received  and  paid  for, 
from  1st  January,  1839,  to  30th  June,  1841,  amounts  to  3,879,  and  the  sum  paid  for  their  passages 
to  £12,637  sterling. 

660.  But  have  not  a  large  number  of  immigrants  arrived,  who  are  not  included  in  that  statement? 
—A  great  number ;  being  those  whose  passages  were  not  paid  under  the  Ordinance,  in  consequence 
of  the  sexes  not  being  equal,  and  in  some  cases  from  an  excess  of  number  in  proportion  to  the  ton- 
nage. 

661.  By  whom  in  these  cases  was  the  passage  money  paid?— I  believe  chiefly  by  the  proprietors 
who  engaged  their  services,  and  in  some  cases  by  themselves. 

662.  Can  you  state  the  total  number  of  those  who  were  thus  rejected? — Including  1,200  Germans 
and  Maltese,  the  whole  number  is  2,600.  Besides  which  during  the  same  period,  about  4,000  persons 
have  arrived  under  the  head  of  passengers,  servants,  mechanics,  transients,  &c.,  of  which  Ibdieve  more 
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TRINIDAD.       than  one-third  have  remained  in  the  colony,  so  that  the  whole  number  of  immigrants  arrired  within 
the  last  two  years  and  a  half  may  be  estimated  at  about  8000. 

663.  But  are  you  not  aware  that  many  immigrants  besides  have  been  landed  down  the  coast  who 
were  never  reported  to  you,  nor  the  passag^e  money  claimed — the  employers  below  preferring^  to  pay  it 
rather  than  run  the  risk  of  their  being  enticed  away  in  Port  of  Spain  ? — I  have  heard  of  such 
cases  having  occured,  but  can  form  no  idea  of  their  number. 

664.  As  it  is  your  duty  to  visits  the  immigp'ants  immediately  on  arrival,  please  to  state  if  any  cases 
of  distress  or  privation  have  occured  during  the  voyage  which  you  have  found  it  necessary  to  report? 
— In  no  case  whatever  has  any  complaint  been  made  by  immigrants  arriving  here,  and  from  my  own 
personal  observation  I  may  say  that  every  care  has  been  taken  to  make  them  comfortable,  without 
which  the  captains  know  they  would  forfeit  the  passage  money. 

665.  Has  the  regulation  in  the  Immigration  Ordinance  which  provides  that  necessary  and  proper 
accommodation  shall  be  found  for  them  on  shore,  in  case  of  the  immigrants  not  finding  immediate 
employment  ever  been  acted  upon? — Never  for  that  purpose,  for  such  is  the  demand  for  labour,  that  no 
sooner  than  a  vessel  arrives,  but  their  services  are  immediately  engaged. 

666.  Do  you  think  the  competition  for  their  services  continues  as  great  as  ever  ? — I  thiuk  it  does. 

667.  Have  you  had  any  opportunities  of  ascertaining  whether  these  immigrants  are  enabled  to  lay 
by  money  immediately  on  arrival  ? — ^They  get  the  same  wages  as  others,  and  can  all  lay  by  money  if 
of  a  saving  disposition ;  but  as  to  particular  instances,  I  am  only  acquainted  with  the  following 
circumstance :  Some  time  since,  I  acted  temporarily  for  the  Escribano  of  the  Court  of  Intendant  in 
the  sale  of  some  government  land,  and  among  the  purchasers  were  five  American  immigrants,  who 
paid  each  from  120  to  160  dollars,  (£33.  6s,  sterling)  for  lots  they  purchased,  although  they  had  not 
been  twelve  months  in  the  colony. 

668.  As  yott  must  firequently  meet  with  them  again  sometime  after  their  arrival,  have  any  amongrat 
them  made  any  reasonable  complaints  against  the  colony  or  their  employers  ?— None  as  against  the 
country,  which  they  all  appear  to  like  much ;  and  the  only  serious  complaint,  which  I  reg^^t  however 
to  say  is  a  very  frequent  one,  is  that  of  being  denied  medicines  and  medical  attendance  when  sick  on 
estates;  and  I  have  seen  numerous  instances  of  their  being  sent  up  to  town  to  find  their  way  to  the 
hospital  when  in  a  wretched  low  state,  and  this  in  cases  where  they  had  been  promised  both  as  part 
of  the  agreement.  In  fact,  no  emigrant  errives  here  without  being  cautioned  by  me,  at  the  express 
desire  of  the  governor,  not  to  engage  their  services  but  to  persons  who  will  engage  to  provide  them 
with  medicines  and  medical  attendance. 

669.  In  the  cases  you  allude  to  of  breach  of  engagements,  why  did  they  not  immediately  apply  to 
the  stipendiary  magistrate  for  redress? — Principally  I  think  from  these  promises  having  been  verbal, 
or  on  slips  of  paper,  and  not  in  the  proper  form  to  enable  them  to  recover  before  a  magistrate. 

670.  Do  you  not  consider  it  to  be  your  first  duty  to  point  out  to  these  immigrants,  on  arrival  the 
simple  forms  which  our  contracts  for  service  require  to  render  them  binding? — I  invariably  inform 
them,  on  arrival  with  the  law  of  regulating  contracts  for  service,  and  tell  them  that  it  is  entirely  at  their 
option  to  engage  themselves,  or  not,  for  twelve  months,  six  months,  one  month,  or  even  a  single  day ; 
also  that  any  contracts  entered  into  before  their  arrival  are  null  and  void,  and  that  they  are  free 
here  to  make  fresh  engagements  with  whom  they  please,  with  every  other  information  they  may 
require. 

671.  You  consequently  inform  them  that  a  contract  made  for  any  period  not  less  than  a  month 
requires  to  be  signed  before  a  magistrate,  which  will  immediately  make  it  legally  binding  upon  all 
the  parties ;  why  do  they  not,  then,  insist  upon  the  condition  of  medical  attendance,  which  from  the 
competition  for  their  services  they  can  easily  do,  and,  to  ensure  it,  enter  into  a  contract  for  the  short 
period  of  one  month  ?— I  believe  that  they  have  a  decided  objection  to  binding  themselves  to  labour 
for  any  specified  time,  and  prefer  working  by  they  task. 

672.  If  then  they  will  not  contract  to  serve  for  a  single  day,  can  they  reasonably  expect  employers 
to  incur  heavy  expenses  if  they  fall  sick  ? — In  the  case  of  the  promise  being  made  to  the  immigprant, 
he  has  a  decided  cause  of  complaint  if  it  is  not  fulfilled. 

673.  But  can  you  suppose  that  any  sensible  reflecting  man  would  bind  himself  to  furnish  medkal 
attendance  and  nourishment  to  a  labourer  when  sick  and  infirm,  who  on  his  part  when  in  health  and 
fitieng^h  will  not  bind  himself  for  a  single  day  ? — No  reflecting  man  would ;  but  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  many  such  promises  have  been  made  and  not  fairly  kept. 

674.  May  not  the  mischief  arise  in  some  deg^e  from  so  much  pains  being  exclusively  taken  to  im- 
press upon  the  minds  of  immigrants  the  moment  they  arrive,  their  right  and  fireedom  to  abstain  from 
all  engagements  even  for  a  day ;  and  might  it  not  be  much  more  advantageous  for  these  poor  stran- 
gers, if  the  government  instructed  its  officers  earnestly  to  recommend  to  them  at  the  same  time,  the 
benefit,  indeed  necessity,  of  entering  into  contracts  for  the  short  period  of  a  month,  by  which  the  un- 
justifiable and  distressing  cases  you  have  mentioned  would  be  avoided  ?^I  can  offer  no  opinion  upoa 
the  question,  and  can  only  say  that  I  have  strictly  adhered  to  the  instructions  given  to  me  on  the 
subject. 

675.  Are  yon  aware  of  any  other  just  cause  of  complaint  which  you  think  immigrant  labourers  in 
this  colony  have  againt  their  employers  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  any. 
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REPORT  OP  THE  SUB-COMMITTEE,  TRINIDAD. 

The  Sub-Committee  appointed  on  the  11th  flay  of  February  last,  to  "  inauire  and  report 
respecting  the  state  of  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  colony  since  the  abolition  of  appren- 
ticeship in  August,  1838,  their  present  condition  and  future  prospects,  and  to  recommend 
such  measures  as  they  may  think  conducive  to  the  general  prosperity,"  have  the  honour  to 
state,  that  in  consequence  of  the  immediate  departure  of  the  Chairman  from  the  colony,  they 
have  found  it  impossible  to  complete  a  detailed  report  on  the  evidence  taken  before  them^  and 
have  deemed  it  advisable  to  embody  the  conclusions  to  which  they  have  come  in  the  following 
resolutions,  a  copy  of  which,  together  with  the  evidence,  they  now  lay  before  the  society ; —         , 

1st.  That  by  the  evidence  taken  it  appears  that  at  the  period  of  the  extinction  of  appren-  * 

ticeship  in  1838,  there  were  in  the  island  of  Trinidad — 

184  sugar  estates, 
39,328  inhabitants, 
43,265  acres  of  land  in  cultivation, 
208,379  acres  belonging  to  private  individuals, 
1,079,301  acres  belonging  to  the  Crown. 

2nd.  That  the  whole  coital  invested  in  sugar  estates  may  be  strictly  designated  "  manufac- 
turing capital ;"  that  the  value  of  the  184  sugar  estates  in  this  colony  exceeds,  at  a  low 
estimate,  two  millions  sterling,  which  gives  above  £50  sterling  per  head  for  every  inhabitant, 
eonstitutin^  an  excessive  proportion  of  fixed  manufacturing  capital,  with  reference  to  popula- 
tion; of  which  even  the  mother  country,  possessing  the  most  extensive  and  costly  manumctories 
in  Europe,  affords  no  precedent,  and  which,  if  not  corrected,  must  prove  ultimately  ruinous  to 
the  interests  of  proprietors  in  this  island. 

3rd.  That  this  injurious  disproportion  is  daily  increasing,  in  consequence  of  the  super- 
abundance of  land  held  by  private  individuals,  of  which  very  little  more  than  one-fifth  is  or 
can,  with  our  present  population,  be  brought  into  profitable  cultivation.  The  remaining 
four-fifths  are  consequently  of  no  benefit  to  the  present  owners,  who  are  selling  them  off  in 
small  lots,  by  which  the  number  of  labourers  previously  employed  in  the  manufacture  of 
sugar,  and  found  to  be  insuflicient,  is  rapidly  decreasing ;  and  this  evil  is  further  aggravated 
by  the  great  extent  of  Crown  lands  in  the  colony  not  being  effectually  protected  against  the 
intrusion  of  unauthorized  settlers. 

4th.  That  out  of  this  deficiency  of  population,  as  compared  to  the  extent  of  granted  land 
and  fixed  capital,  arise  the  following  alarming  evils,  which  are  clearly  and  distinctly  proved 
in  the  evidence.  All  proprietors  or  agents  in  charge  of  capital  in  this  island  are  now  dependent 
tipon  the  will  of  the  labourers  to  a  degree  unparalleled,  it  is  believed,  in  any  part  of  the  world, 
at  any  period  of  time ;  for  although  similar  disproportions  between  land  and  population  may 
have  existed,  such  a  disproportion  between  population  and  land  in  connexion  with  capital  has 
not  hitherto  been  possiole,  being  solely  the  artificial  result  of  British  legislation,  which  first 
chained  the  labourers  to  the  soil,  whereby  fixed  capital  was  disproportionately  extended,  and 
then  suddenly  set  them  free.  This  dependence  upon  the  will  of  the  labourers  has  ^iven  to 
them  the  exdusive  power  of  fixing  the  terms  of  all  contracts  of  service  and  rates  of  wages, 
which  not  only  tends  to  the  destruction  of  the  profits  of  capital,  but  has  directly  led  to  such 
demoralizing  results  amongst  the  labourers  themselves,  as  threaten  entirely  to  supersede  every 
benefit  expected  from  the  boon  of  emancipation. 

5th.  That  these  evils,  resulting  solely  from  a  deficient  population,  can  only  be  corrected 
by  one  of  the  two  following  processes : — ^firstly,  by  the  destruction  of  a  portion  of  our  present 
fixed  capital,  with  a  cession  to  the  Crown  of  all  uncultivated  lands,  so  that  both  land  and 
capital  may  be  brought  to  bear  a  reasonable  proportion  to  the  actual  population;  or,  secondly, 
by  the  introduction  of  a  sufficient  number  of  labourers  to  adjust  correctly  these  three  elements 
of  civilization,  in  the  proportions  which  are  found  naturally  to  exist  in  all  prosperous  free 
communities. 

^h.  That  the  remedy  which  would  be  afforded  by  the  introduction  of  a  population  from 
foreign  sources  is,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  the  only  one  to  be  recommended ;  being 
productive  of  no  loss  or  sacrifice  of  capital,  and  easily  effected  by  simply  abandoning  some  of 
the  restrictions  now  imposed  on  immigration,  which  are  not  only  at  variance  with  free  prin- 
ciples, but  by  forcing  almost  exclusively  our  urgent  demands  for  labour  upon  the  British 
colonies  around  us,  tend  to  impede  their  efforts  to  preserve  their  own  fixed  capital  from  loss, 
and  directly  prevent  their  emancipated  population  from  settling  down  steadily  and  contentedly 
in  their  native  homes. 

7th.  That  a  permission  granted  to  the  colonists  of  Trinidad  to  engage  labourers  in  Africa 
(to  whom  the  change  in  every  social  and  moral  point  of  view  would  be  highly  beneficial), 
would  remedy  every  existing  evil,  and  be  easily  effected  without  the  slightest  pecuniary  cost  to 
the  mother  country,  by  the  establishment  only  of  a  land  and  emigration  fund  in  this  colony, 
from  the  proceeds  of  which  every  necessary  expense  could  be  easily  defrayed. 

8th.  That  this  mode  of  proceeding,  whilst  it  holds  out  a  rational  prospect  of  extinguishing 
the  present  traffic  in  slaves,  by  the  successful  efforts  of  free  labour^  will  assist  rather  than 
interfere  with  any  other  plan  now  under  consideration  by  Her  Majesty's  Grovemment  for  the 
same  object.  It  will  involve  us  in  no  angry  collision  with  the  natives  of  Africa,  whose 
wretched  habits,  the  growth  of  a^es,  may  be  gradually  effaced  by  gentle  persuasion,  but  can 
never  be  eradicated  by  force.  Whenever  British  power  and  authority  presents  itself  to  them 
clothed  only  in  the  missionary  garb  of  peace,  holding  the  Bible  in  one  hand  and  a  manumission 
fund  in  the  other,  we  may  reasonably  hope  for  success.    In  this  mode  alone  can  the  tracts  of 
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TRIN11>AD>.      fertile  soil,  so  lavishingly  spread  by  Almiffbty  Providfenoe;  over  tbe^  surface  of  this  island,  be 

brought  into  cultivation  and  made  available  for  human  use,  which  otherwise  must  remain  as 

hitherto,  lifeless  and  barren  wastes-;  but  so  empl6yed  will  beconrertedinto  a^miiie  of  weaiih,- 
creating  immediately  an  extensive  field  for  British  enterprise' and  BHtish  capitsd^  femishizi^' 
an  ample  ftmd  for  the  redemption  of  Africans  from  boirikgey  and  holding*  out  die  cheering^' 
expectation  of  extinguishing^  fbr  ever-  the  causewhich  aldne  createsLand  supperto  the  present^ 
ezeerable- traffic  in  slaves. 

Ilie  foregoing  resolutions  having  been  readj  and  unanimously  adopted;  it  wbs  then mored^ 
by  the  HbnoumbleHfenry  Murray,  andseeonded  by  MK  DemristOun — 

'Hiat'  the  Hbnourable  W.  HI  BunJey  be  requested'  and*  authorized  by  the  Committeetd* 
li^  these-  reaoliitiona^  and.  the  endeacee  on  which*  th^  are-  founded j.  before  HerMhjesly's 
Government,  and  to  make  such  representations  upwi  the  matters  •eli<^tediby  the  inquiries  of 
the  Sub-Committee  as  he  may  deem  to  be  best  calculated  to  further  the  ends  for  which  the 
Sub-Committee  was  appointed,  and  generally  to  promote  theintererts  of  the  colony. 


APTENDTX: 

CORRESPON  DENCE- 


[Copy,] 

Sir,  Port  of.  SpaiDi, Tdi  July,  1B41L 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Committee  of  the  Agricultural  and  Immigration  Sbeiety  to* 
request  that  you  will  communicate,'  respectfully,  to  His  Exoellency  the  Governor,  that  as  the 
labours  of  the  Committee  are  now  drawing  towards  a  dose,  they  will  be  liappy  to  invite  tfae^ 
attendance  of  any  gentleman  whom  His  Eccellency  may  please  toname  as  competent  to  give- 
additional  information  on  the^ubjects  inquired' into,  or  to  set  any  oPthemiin  a- clearer  or 'more* 
impartial  point*  of  view. 

I' have,  &c., 

(Signed)  JbBN  Losh; 

Secretary  Immigration  and  Agricultural  Society. 
The^Hon.  Arthur  White, 
Colonial'  Secretaiy. 

fCopy.] 

Sir,  ',  Government- House,  9th  July,  1841. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Governor  to  acquaint*  you,  in  reply,  to  vour  note  to  me  of  the*  7tli 
instant,  that  when  His  Excellency  granted  permission  to  the  public  officers  to  attend  the 
meetings  of  the  Committee  of  the  Immigration  Society,  he  was  under  the  impression. that  this 
Committee  had  been  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  and  *'  furnishing  information  ta 
the  pubUc  in  Gi'eat  Britain,  with  respect  to  the  actual,  state  of  agricultural,  affairs  in- this 
Colony,  and  more  particularly  as  to  the  real  amount  of  wages  paid  to  the  labourei*s;"  but  asF. 
it  now  appears  to  the  Governor  that  the  investigations  of  the  Committee  have  extended  to.a- 
much  wider  fields  His  Excellency  declines  any  participation. in  its^proceedings. 

I.have,.&c^. 

Arthur  Widtb,.  Colonial  SecretarjK.. 
The  Hon.  John  Losh.. 


[Copy.] 
Sir,  Port  of  Spam,  I2th  July, .  1841* . 

Your  oonnnumeation  of  the  9th  instant;  to  the- Secretary  of  the^  ACTicultural'  and 
Immigration  Society,  was  forwardbd  to  me  in  the  district!  ofTacarigua,  which  haa  delayed'  it^* 
earlier  acknowl^gment.     Onthe  8th  of  March  last,  I  had'the  honourto-conmrnnioate'ta-RleH 
Excellency  the  Gtjvemor,  a  copy  of  the  Resolutions  passed  at  the  public  meeting  held  on  the 
11th  of  February  preoedingv  which  I-  will  again  take  the  liberty  to  repeatc: — 

'*That  a  Sub*Gommittee  be  appointed  to  inquire  and  report-  respeetinfir  the  state  of  the- 
agrioultural  interests- of  the  Colony  since  the  abolition  of  apprenticeship^  in  August  ISBSi  their' 
present  condition  and  future  prospects,  and  to  recommend  such  measures  a»  they  may  think" 
conducive  to  the  genanal  prosperity." 

The  Cdmmittae,'  in  performance  of  the  task  thus  imposed' upon 'tHem,  Mt^  it  to  be  their  duty, 
to  occupy  the  widest  field' which  thesubject  required,  whil^,  they;tru8ti  they*  have  idistained^ 
from  overstepping  its  legitimate  boundaries.  They  have  spared  no  pains-to  render  the  inquiry 
as  useful  and  complete  as  possible.  They  have  held'their  sittings  not  only  in-  P6rt*  of  Spain,  but 
in  the  most  populous  rural  districts,  fbr  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  best  local' evidenee,  with 
the  Itast  inconvenience  to  the  parties^ examined.  They  have  given  entire  publicity  to^  their 
proceedingSi  that  their  scope,  drifV,  and  tend^cy  mightrbe  manif^  and  that  every  iiidividual in: 
the  community  might  be  furnished  with  an' opportunity  of  tendering' such  fiirther  evidence^  a»* 
a  more  perfect  eluoid&tion  of  the  subj«}t  might  appear  to  require.' 

They  are  aware-  that  in  this  Colony  no  measure,  however  beneflciaU  can'  be  assured'  of 
success^  unl^S9  countenanced  by  the  Executive;  and^  under  thia  feeling'  His-  Edcoelltnoy^ 
assistance  in  inducing  the  public  officers  tt>  furnish'  iufbimation*  was  solicited'  by  me  on  vb» 
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Stht^fManlWajMl'fiaiikly-iaeeoitikd^by  hm  and  the  Committee 

would  indeed  experience  deep/regr«t  to  find  that  by  any  of  their  subsequent  proceedings  tlmr 
tlMd  eeasedtto  merit  this  mack  of  fbis  &vour.  In  ^your  oommunication  of  the  18th  March 
alluded  to>  and « in  the  same  par^gra^  conveyiog  His  Excftllency'sc assent  to  the  examination 
of  the  public  offioeFS,  be^dikioctly  iatimated  to  the  Committee  the  propriety  of  observng 
.iniperrtiality  iiu  the  course  of  their  iaquiry ;  «uid  th^  isubsequently  felt  themselves  bound  to 
;afford.him  an'Qpportusity*ofeiisuriQg  it,  by«endij^  other  .parties  (if  be  tliought;the  case 
^required  it)  to  qualify,  or- amoad  the  jsvideacet previously  obtained.  From  this  motive,  alone 
?the.Secr«tary  of  the. Gammitteevwas- directed,  to  address  hi&comnumication  to  you  of  the.7th 
instant,  and  from  no  desire  to  draw  His  Excellency  into  any  participation  of  our  proccediij|p ; 
(oritoEi^ve/me.fFom  tbeHklightestiportioniof  the  Eefponsiliili^y^  which  necessarily  devdlve&tjpon 
•iDe V8  Chfloman  o(  the  Gammitiiee. 

I  haiae  the  hosour  .to  request  that  .yAu  wilKeommuiiieate  .this  .letter,.reepect^Uy,:to  (His 
lExcellemy  tlie-Gt«vaniier. 

(Signed)  WihUAU  H.  Bubnusy, 

Ofaainaanvof  the. Agricultunal  .andJmmigration.  Society. 
a;:he;H«a.  Arthur  White. 


TBimmo). 


.(No,  190  ^o-  16- 

jGopy  of   a  DESPATCH  .from  ILord  Stanley  to   liieutenant-Governor  Sir 

Henry  MacLeod. 

Siy,  Dowidngrstreet,  ^7tli  December,  1B41 . 

Your  despatdh,  No.>65,  ^of  theSOth  August,  'transmittiTig'evidence 'taken 
»by  a*Sub^Goniinittee'df  the  Agricultui'al  and  Immigration  "Society  df  Trinidad, 
'having  *been  referred  to  the  ^Cdlonidl  T^and  and  Emigration  ^ard,  I  now  encloee 
to  you  a  Copy  of  the  Report  which!  have  received  from  that  Board. 

At  the  conclusion  of  that  Report,  it  is  observed  that  under  the  Trinidad  Emi- 

f ration  Ordinance,  as  it  now  stands,  "the  revenues  of  the  colony  are  pledged  to 
efray  the  charge  of  introducing  any  number  of  em igmnts  whose  description  is  in 
accordance  with  the  ordinance,  and  shoiild  the  efforts  now  making  to  increase  that 
number  be  successful  in-eny  considerable  degree,  it  is  conceivable  that  demands 
might  be  made  upon  the  Colonial  Treasury  beyond  what  it  could  meet.'* 

I. request 'that  you  will  :take  ^this  matter  into  limmediate  'eonsideration,  'with  a 
viewieither  to* fix  a* maximum  to  \^hich  the  charge  on  the  Goloniil  Treasury  on 
account  of  immigration  shall  be  limited,  or  so  to  alter  the  law  as  to  enable  you  to 
apportion  the  charge  'to  be  incurred  from  time  to  time  to  the  probable  state  of  the 
CalQnial.finanQes. 

I.h»Te,.i&c. 
(Signed)  .SDTAMIiEY. 

^liieut/Governer^ir  Henry  Mac^Lieod, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  16. 

3rd  Dec.  1841. 
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TRINIDAD.  Colonial  Land  and  Immigration  Office,  9,  Park  Street,  Westminster, 

— .  Sir,  3rd  December,  1841. 

In  obedience  to  Lord  Stanley's  directions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  1 1th  October 
last,  we  have  considered  the  evidence  and  report  upon  the  present  condition  of  Trinidad,  which 
have  been  recently  forwarded  to  this  country  through  the  Governor  of  that  Island. 

We  find  that  this  evidence  has  been  taken  by  a  Committee  of  the  Agricultural  and  Immi- 
^tion  Society  of  Trinidad,  specially  appointed  by  that  body  to  inquire  into  the  Agricultural 
interests  of  the  Colony  since  the  abolition  of  apprenticeship,  their  present  condition  and  future 
prospects,  and  to  recommend  such  measures  as  they  might  think  conducive  to  the  general 
prosperity. 

The  evidence  runs  to  some  length,  no  fewer  than  21  witnesses  having  been  examihed,  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  very  full  picture  is  afforded  of  the  industrial  condition  of  the 
Colony^  and  of  the  means  at  present  existing  for  raising  produce  from  the  soil.  How  kr  it 
may  be  also  correct,  and  complete  in  all  its  parts,  we  are  unable  fully  to  determine.  The 
Governor,  in  forwarding  it  to  this  country  at  the  request  of  the  Society,  has  not  accompanied  it 
with  any  remark.  We  conclude  also  that  the  Society  by  which  the  inquiry  has  been  insti- 
tuted consists  exclusively  of  the  proprietors  of  the  soil,  or  of  those  identified  with  them  in 
interest  At  the  same  time  we  feel  bound  to  state  that  there  is  variety  in  the  class  of  witnesses 
examined,  and  that  there  is  apparent  impartiality  in  the  mode  of  conducting  the  inquiry. 
The  character,  moreover,  and  ability  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  and  above  all  the 
unanimity  of  the  witnesses  upon  the  most  material  points,  give  us  reason  to  suppose  that  reli- 
ance may  be  placed  upon  several  of  the  general  results  derivable  from  the  investigation. 

If  we  are  correct  in  drawing  this  conclusion,  the  most  useful  service,  perhaps,  that  we  can 
render  on  the  present  occasion  is  to  submit  a  brief  digest  of  the  evidence,  and  to  offer,  in  con* 
elusion,  such  remarks  as  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  which  is  annexed  to  the  Evidence, 
appears  to  call  for. 

jBefore  entering  on  the  task,  however,  it  may  be  right  that  we  should  state  what  is  the 
general  description  of  witnesses  examined  by  this  Committee,  and  into  what  classes  th^  may 
oe  divided ;  and,  as  the  main  object  of  the  inquiry,  undoubtedly,  was  to  ascertain  the  state  of 
the  relations  subsisting  between  employers  and  labourers^  it  is  necessary  to  consider  whether 
the  interests  of  the  latter  were  sufficiently  represented  before  the  Committee.  We  find,  then, 
that  the  21  witnesses  examined  may  be  divided  as  follows : — 

Planters  and  M^agers     •     •  7 

^  Official  Persons      •      .      .      .  7 

Roman  Catholic  Bishop    •     •  1 

Protestant  Clergymen       .     .  2 

Miscellaneous 4 

21 

Of  the  seven  planters  or  managers,  one  had  formerly  been  a  slave ;  but  having  been  in- 
trusted with  the  exclusive  manafi^ement  of  an  estate,  his  feelings  and  interests  may  be  supposed 
to  have  ceased  to  be  identified  with  those  of  the  labourers.  The  persons  whom  we  have 
classed  as  miscellaneous^  are,  a  native  of  Barbadoes,  a  surveyor,  a  professor  of  Botany,  and 
a  barrister.  It  appears,  then,  that  none  of  the  labouring  classes  were  themselves  examined ; 
and  of  those  whose  knowledge  of  them  is  derived  from  direct  and  personal  intercourse  with 
them,  it  is  only  the  three  clergymen,  whose  situation  might  be  considered  as  in  itself  excepting 
them  from  all  bias. 

It  may  now  be  convenient  that  we  should  divide  the  digest  of  the  evidence  under  three 
heads,  which  represent  the  most  prominent  objects  of  inquiry  before  the  Committee. 
First,  the  lands  of  the  colony^  viz.,  all  that  relates  to  their  character  and  condition,  and  to  the 
occupation  of  them.  Secondly,  the  supply  of  labour  at  present  existing  in  the  Colony,  and 
the  description  and  character  of  the  labourers.  And,  thirdly,  the  introduction  of  fresh 
labourers^  or  inmiigration. 

L  Lands. 

1.  Fertility. — ^All  the  witnesses  who  speak  on  the  point,  agree  in  their  testimony  as  to  the 
unusual  fertility  of  the  soil  over  the  whole  island.  Mr.  Basanta,  the  late  Surveyor-General, 
appears  to  have  made  a  calculation  that  four-fifths  of  the  island  were  fit  for  cultivation,  and 
two-thirds  for  the  cultivation  of  sugar.  But  another  witness,  Mr.  Brown,  a  sworn  surveyor, 
who  has  resided  in  the  colony  more  than  forty  years,  thinks  that  with  very  trifling  exceptions, 
the  whole  island  is  capable  of  most  profitable  cultivation ;  and  that  Mr.  Basanta's  assertion^ 
that  only  four-fifths  of  the  island  were  fit  for  cultivation,  must  have  referred  to  sugars,  which 
could  not  be  cultivated  profitably  on  the  heights;  but  where  any  other  description  of  tropical 
produce  could  be  easily  raised.  Even  on  the  small  tract  to  the  westward  of  the  Arima  River, 
to  which  alone,  throughout  the  island,  the  witness  considered  that  the  term  sterile  might  be 
applied,  the  most  superior  hardwood  timber  is  found  growing  thick  and  dose.  Mr.  Darling, 
a  merchant  and  planting  attorney,  who  has  been  between  nme  and  ten  years  in  the  colony, 
says,  that  cane-pieces  have  been  pointed  out  to  him  which  have  been  forty  years  in  cultivation, 
and  are  still  perfectly  good ;  and  he  beUeves  that  the  island  is  capable  of  fiimishing  much 
more  than  a  sufficiency  of  su^ar  for  the  consumption  of  Great  Britain.  Mr.  Lockhart,  who 
has  been  at  the  head  of  the  Botanical  Garden  for  more  than  twenty  years,  appears  from  his 
pursuits,  and  the  opportunities  he  has  had  of  making  comparisons^  to  be  the  most  competent 
of  the  witnesses  upon  this  point     He  has  been  into  the  interior  of  Africa,  and  has  visited 
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Cuba,  Jamaica,  the  Bermudas,  most  of  the  Windward  Islands,  and  Venezuela  on  the  Spanish      TRINIDAD. 
Main ;  and  he  states,  that  he  has  seen  nothing  in  them  equal  to  Trinidad,  in  the  great  -~*- 

variety  and  excellence  of  the  soils,  and  particular^  in  its  seasons,  which  are  exempt  from  the 
droughts  common  to  all  the  other  islands,  from  Barbadoes  to  Cuba.  He  adds,  moreover, 
that  his  experiments  have  proved  that  the  spices  of  the  East,  and  Mocha  coffee,  could  be  suc- 
cessfully cultivated. 

2.  Superficial  Extent.— The  superficial  extent  of  the  island  appears,  by  what  the  Sur- 
veyor-General considers  as  the  most  probable  calculation,  to  be  1,287,680  acres ;  and  of  this 
quantity  only  208,379  acres  have  been  granted,  leaving  in  the  possession  of  the  Crown  no 
less  than  1,079,301  acres.  It  further  appears,  by  the  latest  official  returns,  that  of  the  land 
granted,  only  43,265  acres  are  in  cultivation,  of  which  not  quite  one-half  is  planted  in  sugar- 
canes.  In  addition,  therefore,  to  the  large  amount  of  land  still  held  by  the  Crown,  there  are 
165,1 14  acres  of  waste  land  in  the  possession  of  individuals. 

3.  Squatting. — ^The  amount  of  unused  land,  joined  to  its  extreme  fertility,  appears  to  have 
led  to  an  extensive  system  of  unauthorized  occupation.  This  is  stated  to  have  arisen  since  the 
emancipation  of  the  slaves,  and  to  be  upon  the  increase,  although  it  is  admitted  that  it  has  not 
extended  into  the  interior.  One  planter  mentions  an  establishment  of  500  squatters  in  one  locality, 
but  the  evidence  is  incomplete  as  to  the  actual  extent  to  which  this  system  has  been  carried. 
The  return  of  all  the  persons  who  might  be  found  squatting  on  the  Crown  lands,  which  was 
ordered  by  the  Secretary  of  State  in  a  circular  despatch,  dated  30th  January,  1836,  is  stated 
by  a  witness,  who  had  filled  the  office  of  Colonial  Secretary,  never  to  have  been  made.  There 
is  an  Order  in  Council  against  squatting,  which  was  passed  on  the  6th  October,  1838,  but  the 
rules  and  forms  of  proceeding  under  it  are  stated  by  Mr.  Knox,  an  English  barrister,  to  be  so 
numerous  and  complicated,  that  the  order  is  virtu july  inoperative  for  private  individuals,  nor 
do  proceedings  appear  to  have  been  institute  under  it  by  the  direct  authority  of  the  Colonial 
Government.  Mr.  Darling  also  states,  that  the  squatting  cannot  be  prevented  under  the 
present  ordinance,  from  its  inherent  defects,  and  never  vnll  be,  unless  an  executive  officer  is 
appointed  by  the  Government  to  enforce  it. 

4.  Roads. — Before  quitting  the  first  general  head  of  ''  Land,"  it  may  be  well  to  mention, 
that  there  is  one  point  connected  with  the  physical  condition  of  the  country,  and  the  occupation 
of  the  lands,  whicn  is  much  dwelt  upon  by  the  principal  witnesses — we  allude  to  the  difficulty 
of  estabUshing  lines  of  communication  between  different  parts  of  the  island,  and  of  maintaining 
the  roads  which  have  been  made.  Mr.  Brown  states  that  this  arises  from  the  fertility  of  the 
soil.  Another  witness,  that  the  nature  of  the  soil  is  deep,  stiff,  and  tenacious,  and  that  there 
is  almost  an  entire  want  of  the  proper  materials  for  constituting  a  road.  Loss  is  hence  occa- 
sioned to  the  planters,  as  unless  all  the  crop  has  been  transported  before  the  rain  commences, 
it  is  impossible  to  move  the  remainder  until  the  ensuing  season,  by  which  time  it  has  declined 
much  in  quantity  and  quality.  There  is  a  concurrence  of  testimony  from  practical  and 
scientific  men  in  favour  of  railroads,  which,  from  the  level  state  of  the  country,  and  the  abun- 
dance of  good  timber,  it  is  thought  would  not  only  be  the  best  means  of  communication,  but 
ultimately  the  cheapest.  The  state  of  the  communications,  as  they  exist  at  present,  would 
appear  to  act  as  a  check  upon  the  enterprise  of  the  planters,  and  to  present  an  almost  insuper- 
able obstacle  to  the  extension  of  fresh  settlements. 

II.  Labour. 

We  now  turn  to  the  important  question  investigated  by  the  Committee  as  to  the  amount  and 
efficiency  of  the  labour  which  can  at  the  present  time  be  obtained  in  the  island,  and  be  made 
available  for  the  cultivation  of  the  soil. 

'  1.  Population. — The  actual  numbers  of  the  labouring  population  are  not  given  in  the 
evidence.  The  last  census  for  the  island  which  can  be  in  any  way  relied  upon  was  taken  in 
1838.  The  returns  in  1839  and  1840  were  so  defective,  owing,  as  the  Commissary  of  Popu- 
lation states,  to  the  wandering  disposition  of  the  labourers,  that  it  was  found  impracticable  to 
make  a  general  census.  The  official  returns  of  population  from  1797  to  1838,  with  the 
exception  of  the  years  which  intervene  between  1824  and  1829,  were  handed  in  to  the  Com- 
mittee. From  them  it  appears  that  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  1838  was  39,328,  that  the 
females  slightly  preponderated  over  the  males,  and  that  the  population  had  diminished  since 
1828  by  1,692  persons.  But  whatever  may  be  the  actual  number  of  labourers  in  the  island, 
the  amount  of  labour  supplied  is  affirmed  in  evidence  to  be  altogether  insufficient  for  the 
wants  of  the  planters,  and  to  have  deteriorated  in  its  character  since  the  period  of  emancipation. 
That  the  supply  is  deficient  is  proved  by  the  high  rate  of  wages,  and  hy  the  competition  which 
exists  amongst  employers  to  obtain  the  services  of  the  labourers.     The  evidence  on  the  first 

{)oint,  or  the  high  wages,  appears  conclusive,  whether  viewed  with  reference  to  the  expense  of 
iving,  or  compared  with  the  rates  in  neighbouring  places,  or  in  the  old  islands. 

2.  Rates  of  Wages. — ^The  amount  usually  paid  in  Trinidad  appears  to  be  2^.  2rf.  for  a  task, 
besides  allowances. .  The  allowances  consist  of  a  house  and  provision  grounds,  rent  free,  half 
a  pound  of  cod-fish,  and  one  oi'  two  glasses  of  rum  per  task,  and  sometimes  medicines  and 
medical  attendance.  To  those  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  sugar,  pork,  flour,  and  biscuit, 
are  given  in  addition.  Two  of  these  tasks,  it  is  stated  by  the  planters  and  managers,  can  be 
easily  performed  in  one  day ;  the  American  immigrants  generally  do  three ;  but  if  two  be 
performed,  the  profits  of  the  labourer  in  the  field,  including  the  value  of  his  allowances,  may 
be  reckoned  at  5^.  a  day.  Those  who  work  about  the  mill  and  boiling-house,  the  labour 
being  lighter  and  more  agreeable,  only  earn  about  3^.  4d.  a  day.  The  wages  of  domestic 
servants  are  12  dollars  a  month  for  the  men,  and  10  dollars  for  the  women.    The  evidence 
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'TRINIDAD,       as  to  the  expense  of  living' fiyr  the'kbourers  is  not  very^com^lete.    ^One  proprietor  statesttiat 

':::: —      '       he  has  ascertained  that  an  expenditure  of  1^.  3d.  a  week  on' farinaceous  food, -in  addition  to  the 

allowanceof  fifeh,  will  support  a  labourer  comfortAbly  forlhe^ireefc;  wid-itis  his  opinion  that 

^n  ordinary  labourer  tan  certainly,  if  he  pleases,*  lay  by  20  dollars,  ornrore  than  £4  sterlii^^ 
a  month.  Another  witness  (ainanager)  states  that  labourers  can  easily  sare'6  or  7  dollars  a 
week,  and  instances  two  women  on  the  estate  who  save  as  much. 

Such  being  the  remuneration  ordinarily  given*  for  labour  in  Trinidad,  itis  •compared  in  the 
evidence  idth  the  rate  of  wages  obtained  in  places  from  whiih  a  fresh -supply  of  labourers  Vhas 

'*been  recently  obtained. 

It  is  stated  by  a  gentleman  who  had  ktely  arrived  from -Barbados, 'that  labourers  receive  in 
that  island  lOii.  sterHng  a  day,  with  house  and  grounds  rent  free  ;  ^but  except  occasionally ja 
beverage  of  rum  water  and  molasses,  no  allowance  of  proTisions.  -If  the  *  house  and  grounds 
be  not  given,  the  pay  is  Is.  3d.  sterling  a  day. 

'In  St.  Luoie,  it  appears- from  the  evidence  of  the  Roman  Oath^lic^BiiiKyp  of  Agna,<whohad 
been  a  short  time  betforem- that  o6lony,*that  frages  vary* from  1».  Srf.'to  l.?.'6tf.  a  day,  with 

'houses  and  gartlens'fbr  *the  labourers ;  'but-no  other  allowances  of  any  description.    .A  day's 

•work  is  consitiered  to  be'9-or'IO  hours,  exMustve- of  the- time-required  ftlrnMab. 

'In  Venezuela,  on  the  continent  adioining  Trinidad,  the  ratebf -wages  is  represented  by-a 
stipencjiary  magistrate  acquainted*  with  affairs  in  that*Tep\kblic,  to*  be  very 'low  in  the  interior, 

•not  exceecraie  fivethSHars  a  month,  vrith  food  ;  'Iwit  that  near  Trinidad 'they  rise,  ?Bnd  areas 

*high  as  Is.Srf.  per  day  of  ^'hours'  duration  on' the  shores- of  the  Gulf. 

The  rate  of  wages  at  Sierra  Leone- is  given 'by  Lieutenant  Hamilton,  who  had  arrived  Ht 

TTrinidad  with  -a  party  of  emigrants  from  mat  c<Hony.  This  gentteman'had  resided  three'years 
m' Sierra 'Leone,  and  states  that  therate  6(  wages  doesnot  exeeed  4ti.  a  day,'and'thflt  ut  Ihis 

Tate  there  is  a  great  scarcity  of  employment.  Ttett  filling*  the  xjWce  6f  asastant  surveyor,  -^be 
has  frequendy  turned  away^  from  20O'to  80Omen  •soliciting-  em]^oyinefit'at  that  rate.    ^He  adds 

•further,  that  m  saying  this  he  is -speaking  oiWy  of^Free  Tovm;  ^but'that^in  thevilktges  and  sea 
districts  he  is  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  employment  canbe'found  for  the 'population. 

It'therefore  woiild  appear  tobe  suiBciently -proved  that  the-wages  of  *lAbour  in  TrinTdad  are 
extremely  high,*both*withTefcrence'to' the  cost  of  living,and  to^theTates  in  other 'pkcos-;  and 
this  fact  may  6f  coursebe  assimjed  to  indicate  the  scarcity  of  libour.trompared- with*  the  capital! 

applicable*  1  o  its  emplojrment. 

3.  Competition  amongst 'Enj]^loycrs  forTiabourers. — The  same  conclusion' of  the  scarcity  t!>f 
Idbour  is  also  obtained  from  the  •  competition  whiih  apparently  existe' among  employers 'to 
Abtain  labourers ;  a  con^petition  which  affects  the  relation  between  the'two  parties'in  a  manner 

■unknown  in  older  and  moi'e  thickly -peopled  countries.     One  example  of  this  is'forriishedby 

'the  system  of  granting  certain  AUowatrces  over  and  -ibove  the  "wages,  *to  whi^h  ^dllusion  "Imb 

alreaidy  been  made.     All  parties  agree  in  condemning  it  as  most  injurious  t»' the* labourers. 
' The' Chairman  t)f  the  AgriculturabSociety  says,  in  his* letter* to  the  Qovcnior, ♦that* the  dis- 

«^tribution  <)f  provisions,  •&€.,  tends  to -create  unthrifty ^hibits* in  the '  laboin^er,  who,  receiving 
often  more  than' he  requires,  wastefiilly  disposes  of  the  rest;  and.  hat  of  all  the  allowances 
granted,  that  of  rum  •  is  the  most  intolerable  in  its  axjcompanying  OTcumStances,  and'  the  nnest 
alarming  in  its  future  consequences.  The  Governor  replies,' that  he  "coincides  most  peHectly 
with  the  view  taken  of  this  subject,  and  is  glad  to  find  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Society. ' 
The  clergymen  lament  the  practice,  particularly -as  regards  the  distribution  of  rum,  in  the 

rstrongest  terms.  Mr.  jGius^ppi,  a  stipendiary  magistrate,  considers  that  if  the  practice  be 
continued  for  two*  or  three  years  longer,  it  will  demoralize  the  whole. labouring ^pppulation.  ,It 
further  appears,  that  the  planters  also  invariably  admit  that  it  is  demoralkii^g  and  pernicious. 
Yet  the  competition  amongst  them  to  secure  the  services  of  labourers  is  so^great,  that  unanimity 
in  suppressing  it  had  been  found  impossible.     If  one  par^y^ attempted  it  he  would  lose  all  his 

labourers,  who  would  engage  themselves  to  work  for  those  who  were  williijig  to  continue  the 
indulgence.  And  although  we  have  seen:  it  stated  in  some^public  Journals  subsequently  to  the 
taking  of  the  evidence  now  under  consideration,  that  some^fforts  had* been  made  in  parte  of 
the,  island  to  put  down  the, praetieeiJby  consent,  none  appear  to  be  sanguine  that  the  change 
can  last  beyond  next  cn^p  time. 

Again,  the  labourers  will  not  enter  into  any  oontrads  for  service.  One  witness  who  has  the 
management  of  the  largest  estate  in  Trinidad,  says,  that  he  never  heard  of  any  Godtracthf^yanU 
a  day.  Agricultural  labourers  refuse  to  engage '  th^nselves  for  the  quarter  or  the  month. 
Another  witness-says,  that  he  should  not  dare  to  attenmt .getting  the  labourers,  on  his-. estate  to 
sign  an  J9greement,  to  work  six  days  in.  succession.  They  seldom  indeed  engage*  by  the  day, 
but  ohly  for  the  task,  which  can  be. performed  in  four  hours.  .Domestic  servants  will  sometimes 
en^^e  themselves  for  the  month,  but  even  then  the  competition  amoi^gst  masters  to  obtain 
servants  is  so  ^great,  as  appears  by  the  evidence  of  the  Rev. 'Mr.  Bamilton,  a  Protestaftt 
de^yman,  that  characters  are  neither,  given  nor  required  with  the  servants.  Thelmnotjgration 
Agent  moreover  states   that,    '^such  is  the -demand  for  labour,    that  no   sooner   a  'Vessel 

•  arrives,  but  their -senices  are  t immediately  engaged  ;'*  a  statement  fully  corroborated  by  the 
evidence  of  another  official  ^person.  'Mr.  Stewart,  the  Harbour  Master,  makes  the  ToUowiQg 
reply  to  the  question  iiihether immigrant' labourers  suffer  from* want  of  employment  on  arrivu. 
".6n  the  oontrary,  such  is  the  conmetition  to  secure  them,  that  but  for  a  regulation  which 
prevents  it,  the  enj^oyers  would' board. die  immigrant  vessel9,»to^i^age  their  se»vioes'» before! 
had  officially  vbited  them ;  and iPknoWv that  a.preniium.is  now^ven  oflive  doUaBs(20*.T0ifJ) 
per  head,  to  persons  who  have  inHuence.eno«jigh  to  eng^e  then),  and  this  without  any  contract 
on  their  part 'to  serve  for  any  specific  time,;  so  that&ey  may,  and  very  frequently  do^  leave 
*  the  parties  engaging  them  immediately  afterwards." 
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4l  lodujlml  Habit»^aml'Moial<!}i«racter>of'tbe  Labourer&r — Ih  fc^kkwio^out  theexaminatioa       URIIIIDJlDr 
which  <ha»*beeaiiiiialituled'by^  the  Agrioultural  Sc^ieAy,  into  the  condition  and  cbaraotenof  thci  — — ' 

labouring  population,  we  now  oome  to  the  consideration  of  the  inaportankiqviestioii,  wbetherithe 
industri^t  hdbil%  sui^ithe  noorali charaeter  of. the  labour^^  belonging:  to  tj^  islands  have  dete- 
nkurated'  since  their.  emaneipaAion  from  slavery ;  and>  first,  .a»  regfa-dt^  their  industrial  ihaUtft^ 
The  opinion  ofi  the  mtntsses  examined  belbre  thi»  committee,  appears  to  be.iiniavoiuraUe  t<K 
the  labcMrorfr  in  tbis^rcapeeti  Itis  affirmed:  that  the  amouottof'  produce  raised)  from  ithe-soiL 
baft-diminitfacd,  and  that  the  expenao  of  raiaini^ithaa  inereaaed^,  while  aa>  regards  the  article 
oftsugfUTy.the  qualityv  offitJhas  oon9id€a*aUy  deteriorated ;  that^laJMLalso  ia*gc»ag:Oiiliof  cviltivaf 
tioni.aod  espeoiaUy  thatttheprovisiangrounda  of  the  labourora^. cure" becoming. yeariy  lesa^prcH 
diictiyei;  througbinegleett 

Mh  Phillipy.the  owner,  of  thi«e^Mgiiri  estates^  inanawer'toiatqiiestianwhetherihiaicn^hadi 
iotrecBedi  inithe  same  proportion*  as  hi»<labourers^  (the  numbert  of  whicshhadibeenidoiihled)). 
mfB^,  ^'Certainly;  not*  on  myi  estates^  andi  generally  IibeUeve  thi»^  hii  brnm  n  grnnt  flmrraiw 
throughout  the  dlslrtct;  mai^  oane-{|iaeeB^  are^  now«  overgroifn^withf  brudnroad^  whichwetBc 
preViouslyv  iui  eultivation/*     Mr.  Maxwell^  the- manager  of.  on  estate^.say^.thaitthorasingrof 
ppQviaiona^  andj  smalli  9locb>  ha%  siaoethe  EmaAoipa^ion^/'  fUlen  ofTiveryimuch;:  tbey^areso) 
80aro6'naw'aa-h»rdlyito  be  pioauredr'     Iftn  MaHilebusi,  aproprtetor,  say6,.thatithe,cultiv«iticifti 
of  I  provision  igronnda  '*  ha&beea  gpnerally  neglected,  by  tholabeurerstr'.*     Tha-HBrbeiur  Maeiccr 
aaertbea* ''  tho*  immense  inorecae  ofi  imrparted.  provisions/'  whkbi  he  atatec  hadi  taken  pjacei^ 
vritfainttbe  last  two^or  three, yeersi^ohi^y;  '*  tOi^bcL neglect  of  the  labouring  population. in icalti- 
Vi^g-  themi"     '*  Port*  of  Spain,','  he  saye^  "  whidi.  was-  forraerlyv  sup^ied  fromi  ealateai  ijr- 
Xrimdad^  k>  noiw>  in  aigraait  degree  fed  byv  imported  provisions^  and  L  know  as  a  faotithat>tba^ 
town  of  SaU' Fernando^  whiohiformerly  receivediits-suppUes  of  vcg^tallfes'and'proyisions  fromi 
the.  neighbouring; disitriets^  is  now  not.  ooly.  furnished  from  abroad^  butitho  labourers  from) thee 
eatates^  in  the  intoriorv  come  into  town  to. supply  themselves/'     The  complaint  of  the  increase' 
in.  the  expenses* of) production,  seem t generally  supported  by  the.  proprietors  <and.manager8>  who^ 
were  examined;     One  who  owns-  three  eatates^  saye^  .that,  tho ^xpenses^  are  much  greater,  and . 
have  been  continually  and  regularly  increasing  to  the  present  time,  since  the  period  of  Bman^- 
cipation.     And  that  his  revenue  in  1840,  as  compared  with  1838  and  1839,  "was  decidedly 
less  from  the  greater  increase  of  expenses  and  rise  in  wages."     Another  witness,  a  planting 
attorney  for-sevcn. estate^  aayo  thatthe  expenses  of  cultivation  have  neartyv  doubled,  the  cash 
wogefr alone,  without  allowance^  being  nearly  one^half  of  the  whcie  expenditure.'     He  further 
eiqilainsas  one  of  the  causes  of  this  increase  '*  the  growing*  oarelessuesa  of  the  labourers,  the 
irregularity  of  their  work,  and  their  reckless  disregard  of  the  sitock.  and > utensils"    This  oir- 
cumrtance  ia.alao  dwelt  upon  by  another  witness^,  the  nranagen  of  an  exteosiveestate,  who  giv^es 
giweasame^minutepartioulara^aB^to -the  idle  andioareleaa  habits  of  the  labourera  (607). 

Fn  support  of^  the  evidence  SB»^to>the  diininution  inithe  ansount  of  Iknd  in. sugar  cultivation,- 
we- should  obsarvB,  tiiat  the  official  ratum»  made  tn  this  oountryi statey  that  in* the*  year  1838- 
there  wfflrB.30,lBl  acres^  planted  in  sugar-'oanee^  and:  in- 1689;  25^377  acres.     While  from'tbe 
latest  returns  in  the  office  of  the  Surveyor-Genoral  inthe  Colony,  which>wero  laid>before  thia 
Committee^  and. which. wo  suppose  relatedlto  the  year  1840,  it  appears- that  now  only  21iJXX) 
acres  are-  so  planted.     Thej^  is  also 'more  than) a  oorresponding  diminution  in  the  amount' of 
pmduce.     For  the  year  1838-  the  official  reihim  states,  that  40^848, 784^ lb*,  of  sugar  were- 
produced,  and  in  1839  only  26^558,765  lbs;     The  extent  of' land  used  in i the  cultivation  of* 
provision  is  returned  as,. in  188fr,  ia>963  acres ;  andan  1889^  5,483  acres^     The  latest  return, 
howev^rv  from:  the  SurvteyoWs  Office^  laid  before  this  Committee,  givea,  we  suppose  for  the  past 
yean  6^313.  acres  undenthiadeaeription  of  cuUivationi 

With  regard.to.  the  second  point,  namely,  the  morel  chiH'acter'of:  tibelabourrng} population 
of.  Trinidad^,  it  is  satisCactory/to  observe,,  that^  nolwithatanding<  the  oomplaints  which  to  sc 
grant  extent  are  mode  in)  the  evidenoebeibreiis'byi'their'  employidrar.  the  twn  clergymen  ofi  the* 
Gburohiof  Bn^andj.and  the  Roman: GathoUo  Bishcp,  agree  in  considering'  that  graduali  im>> 
pnnpenae&t  has  takeniplaocinitfaeir'generalicharacter)  andicondhct. 

The  Revw.Mr.  Muhlhauser^/v^afor fivByears^haahadttheepiritual^harge of  anextensive dis- 
trict; is.ofropinionithat^the^ateofrthe  labouring  dasae^is^  genemllyi  improving^  both 'physically; 
and  morallj^.  Marriages  have  increased  amongst  them,  andi  they  have  a- due  sense  of  the  duties^ 
Bssit  obligations^ of)  the-:  married)  state.  He  thimts  ^sdso > they  are  improving^  in  indtistry,  although' 
'*  tiiere  is*  certainly,  a  great  opening  for- further  improvement  in'  thir  respect.*'  Their- ciroum* 
stanees;he  considers  ''very,  comfortable^"  smd*  he  knows  that  manyoff  them  are  *  saving  money* 
^'  Every,  man  v^o lis  vrilling  tot woiift  can  find:  employment  at  good)  wages;''  and  even  those 
'who^ne^ect  work  habitually,  aare^not  redtioedto  wanti  ''as- the  hightwages-dtey- receive'  whil^ 
they,  do  work  prevents  that.'.'     Thej^  sure^  as  yet;  indisposedi  to  subscribe  to  any  provident  fundi 

The  Bev..Ji  Hi. Hamilton j.wlio  for  four'  years  has- been  olk^gymmr.  over*  four  distriot8>  and' 
states  that  he  is  not  in  any  way  interested  in  the  profits  of  sugar  ouhivatton,  but  has  dif»rived' 
Ilia  knowledge  of r  the  labouring  classes^ from,  intercourse  wtth.theminihis^ministerial  capacity, 
oanriders- that  though  their  noioradiand'religiourstate  isattat  lowebb)  yeta  gradual*  improve-^  • 
nient3  is  taking  pi  w)e-    That.there  is  aj  better  observance- of  the  Sabbath,  an  increase  inmar*- 
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TRINIDAD.       and  he  is  most  anxious  that  the  competition  amongst  employers  for  their  services,  which  is 
—  demoralizing  to  the  labourers  should,  if  possible,  be  lessened.     He  considers  that  the  facilities 

for  religious  iastruction  are  less  in  .Trinidad  than  in  the  old  islands. 

Dr.  Smith,,  the  Koman  Catholic  bishop,  whose  diocese  comprises  a  large  proportion  of  the 
West  India  Islands,  considers  that  the  emancipation  had  had  the  most  favourable  effect  upon 
the  general  conduct  and  behaviour  of  the  peasantry  throughout  the  islands,  particularly  in  a 
relidous  point  of  view ;  but  he  adds,  that  in  some  parts  of  Trinidad  great  deductions  are  to  be 
made  from  this  favourable  statement  He  ascribes  the  evils  which  exist  amongst  the  labourers 
of  thi^  island  to  the  competition  of  the  masters  for  their  services,  and  considers  the  custom  of 
allowing  them  rum  as  most  pernicious.  There  is  a  want  of  schools,  or  rather  of  the  funds  for 
keeping  them  up ;  and  the  labouring  classes^  as  was  also  stated  by  the  two  preceding  witnesses^ 
are  most  unwilling  to  contribute  anything  towards  the  education  of  their  children,  although  he 
decidedly  thinks  that  there  is  no  peasantry  in  any  part  of  the  world  so  well  able  to  pay  for  it. 
Marriages,  however,  he  considers  to  be  increasing ;  and  he  has  succeeded  in  establishing 
twenty  benefit  societies,  with  2800  members,  most  of  whom  are  heads  of  families. 

5.  Labourers  occupying  Land. — ^There  is  much  concurrent  testimony  as  to  the  fact  of  the 
labourers  settling  upon  land,  and  for  the  most  part  withdrawing  themselves  from  the  labour 
market.  As  already  observed  by  us  under  the  head  of  ''  Squatting,''  the  practice  of  unau- 
thorized occupation,  especially  on  the  Crown  lands,  has  much  increased ;  but  facilities  appear 
also  to  be  afforded  to  the  labourers  of  purchasing  small  allotments  from  private  proprietors. 
In  some  cases  the  price  given  by  the  labourers  for  village  allotments,  in  a  good  situation,  has 
been  very  high.  A  proprietor  states  in  evidence,  that  he  had  recently  sold  sixteen  lots,  at  the 
rate  of  208/.  6j.  8rf.  per  acre ;  and  that  he  knows  that  two  of  his  labourers  had  bought  lots  of 
another  proprietor,  at  the  rate  of  416Z.  per  acre.  The  Surveyor- General,  who  is  also  Com- 
missary of  Population,  in  answer  to  the  question  whether  there  is  a  want  of  land  on  which 
small  settlers  can  establish  themselves  by  purchase,  replies,  "  Not  the  least  want,  and  they  are 
settling  everywhere  rapidly.  I  really  believe  they  settle  nearly  as  fast  as  immigrants  arrive. 
It  is  my  opinion  that  few  will  remain  above  a  year  working  as  labourers,  whilst  wages  remain 
so  high.*' 

III.  Immigration. 

Such  being  the  general  description  of  the  labouring  population,  which  has  been  given  by 
the  witnesses  before  this  Committee,  there  remains  to  be  considered  the  evidence  under  the 
third  chief  head  of  inquiry,  viz,,  the  means  which  have  been  taken,  and  which  may  still  further 
be  taken,  for  supplying  fresh  labour  by  immigration. 

1.  Past  Immigration. — From  a  return  furnished  by  the  Agent-General  of  Immigration,  it 
appears  that  the  total  number  of  immigrants  introduced  into  the  colony  at  the  pubUc  expense, 
during  the  two  years  and  a  half  from  the  passing  of  the  Immigration  Ordinance,  was  3,879 ; 
but  the  whole  number  of  immigrants  arrived  during  that  period  is  estimated  by  the  same 
officer  at  8,000.  The  Harbour-Master  states,  that  for  the  last  twelve  months  the  immigration 
has  continued  steadily  at  the  rate  of  300  per  month. 

The  places  from  which  the  immigrants  have  come  have  been  Europe,  the  United  States,  the 
older  islands,  the  Spanish  Main,  and  Sierra  Leone.  It  does  not  appear  what  has  been  the 
relative  supply  derived  from  each  of  these  sources,  nor  from  which  of  them  has  been  the 
greatest,  even  of  those  for  whose  introduction  the  colony  has  paid. 

The  evidence  with  respect  to  the  immigrants  from  Europe  shews  that  they  are  least  suited 
to  the  colony,  as  bein^  not  adapted  to  the  species  of  labour  chiefly  requirea,  and  they  suffer 
much  more  than  any  omer  immigrants  from  the  effect  of  the  climate.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Hamilton 
observes,  that  the  European  immigrants  have  suffered  severely  from  sickness  and  mortality ;  and 
Mr.  Butter,  the  surgeon  to  the  Colonial  Hospital,  states,  that  among  the  French  and  German 
immigrants  the  mortaUty  has  been  five  to  one  as  compared  with  the  coloured  immigrants,  and 
he  thinks  that  Europeans  \vill  not  answer  as  laboiu*ers,  and  that  their  introduction  would  be 
advantageous  neither  to  themselves  nor  to  the  colony.  With  respect  to  the  immigrants  trota 
other  quarters,  all  the  witnesses  who  speak  to  the  point  decidedly  give  the  preference  to  tha 
liberated  Africans,  who,  moreover,  seem  to  suffer  least  from  the  effects  of  the  climate.  Mr. 
Maxwell,  a  proprietor,  '*  prefers  them  much  to  the  labourers  from  the  old  islands,"  as  he 
thinks  ''  they  are  disposed  to  settle  down  more  steadily."  So  does  Mr.  DarUng,  anodier  pro- 
prietor, because  **  they  are  steadier  workers,  and  more  hardy  in  the  field."  The  Colonial 
Surgeon  considers  them  to  be  '^  a  manageable  and  orderly  set  of  people ;"  and,  further,  that 
they  are  *'  the  healthiest  class  of  people  in  the  island,  even  more  so  than  the  Creoles,"  and 
thai  no  other  class  of  labourers  in  the  island,  would  have  supported,  as  some  of  them  within 
his  own  knowledge  do,  the  marsh  miasma  to  which  they  are  continually  exposed.  He  adds, 
''  In  general  you  can  recognize  the  liberated  Africans,  before  you  see  their  country  marks,^by 
their  stout  and  healthy  appearance." 

The  American  immigrants  are  stated  to  be  the  most  anxious  to  amass  money,  and  do  not 
move  about  from  mere  caprice,  but  from  a  wish  to  undertake  more  profitable  employments ; 
and  Mr.  Darling,  from  whose  evidence  the  above  is  quoted,  thinks  thiey  will  ultimately,  as 
many  have  alr^y  done,  abandon  day  labour  on  estates,  and  become  contractors  for  job 
work,  and  act  as  middlemen.  Mr.  Phillips,  who  acts  as  Road  Commissioner,  states,  that 
until  the  arrival  of  the  Americans  no  parties  would  engage  to  carry  on  the  repairs  of  the 
public  roads ;  but  these  people,  he  adds,  depend  upon  each  other,  and  do  the  work  in  part- 
nership. The  mortality  amongst  this  class  i?  stated  by  Mr.  Butter  not  to  have  been  greater 
than  amongst  the  natives  or  the  immigrants  from  the  older  islands. 

In  support  of  this  evidence  may  be  added  the  opinion  of  the  American  immigrants,  which 
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was  expressed  bv  Sir  H.  Macleod,  in  his  Despatch  of  8th  January,  1840.     He  states  that  they       TRINIDAD. 

"  are  a  most  valuable  acquisition  to  this  colony,  not  only  as  tending  to  the  more  rapid  spread  

of  English  customs  and  language,  but  because,  from  their  habits  of  industry,  their  correct 
moral  conduct,  and  their  strong  religious  feelings,  they  are  well  calculated  to  snow  a  valuable 
example  where  it  is  much  wanted.'* 

2.  ruture  Immigration. — With  respect  to  the  means  of  extending  and  continuing  immigra- 
tion, and  the  numbers  of  labourers  which  can  be  supplied  from  the  different  places,  the  evidence 
is  far  from  perfect.  Mr.  Prescod,  of  Barbados,  stated  to  the  Committee  that  from  15,000  to 
20,000  persons,  taken  in  families,  might  '*  be  advantageously  spared  from  that  island.'* 

Lieut.  Hamilton,  to  whose  evidence  we  have  before  referred,  states,  that  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  Sierra  Leone  may  be  estimated  at  near  50,000,  and  he  thinks  that  10,000  could  be 
immediately  removed  with  the  greatest  advantage  to  themselves  and  to  those  they  would  leave 
behind  ;**  and  that  the  withdrawal  of  this  number,  by  raising  wages  in  the  colony,  would 
cause  a  stream  of  immifi;ration  to  be  directed  to  it  from  the  interior.  He  is  also  of  opinion 
that  a  considerable  number  of  Kroomen  could  be  procured  from  Sierra  Leone  and  elsewhere 
on  the  coast  when  made  acquainted  with  the  advantages  awaiting  them  at  Trinidad.  There 
is  at  present  a  law  prohibiting  too  great  a  number  of  them  from  settling  in  Sierra  Leone,  in 
order  that  they  may  not  throw  the  liberated  Africans  out  of  employment.  In  answer  to  the 
questions  of  the  Committee,  Lieutenant  Hamilton  maintains  his  repugnance  to  the  practice 
suggested  to  him  of  purchasing  the  freedom  of  labourers  in  the  interior,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  them  to  emigrate,  because  he  considers  that  it  would  be  virtually  slave  aealing, 
and  that  it  would  set  a  bad  example  to  foreigners. 

IV. — Report  of  Committee. 

The  Committee  having  taken  the  evidence  which  has  been  thus  briefly  digested,  concluded 
their  labours  with  certain  resolutions  in  place  of  a  more  formal  report.  The  substance  of 
them  is  as  follows : — 

That  there  is  in  the  island  a  disproportion  of  fixed  manufacturing  capital  to  population, 
which  must  be  ruinous  to  the  interests  of  proprietors. 

That  this  disproportion  is  increasing,  because  labourers  are  settling  upon  the  land  they 
purchase  or  occupy  without  authority. 

That  proprietors  are  now  dependant  on  the  will  of  the  labourer  in  a  manner  which  will 
destroy  the  profit  of  capital  and  be  most  demoralizing  to  the  labourers. 

That  the  only  relief  is  to  be  afforded  by  the  introduction  from  foreign  sources,  as  di^in- 
guished  from  British  colonies,  of  immigrant  labourers. 

That  the  supply  should  be  drawn  from  Africa,  and  the  expense  be  defrayed  by  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Land  and  Emigration  Fund. 

Conclusion. 

Upon  the  points  referred  to  in  these  resolutions,  we  would  beg  leave,  in  conclusion,  to  submit 
a  few  remarks  to  Lord  Stanley's  notice,  although,  as  the  report  and  resolutions  emanate  from 
private  and  unofficial  sources,  we  do  not  conceive,  without  being  referred  to  the  Governor,  they 
would  form  a  proper  foundation  for  any  general  measure  of  a  practical  nature. 

In  the  second  resolution,  as  it  stands  in  *the  Report  of  the  Committee,  it  is  stated  that  the 
amount  of  fixed  capital  invested  in  sugar  estates  is  estimated  at  two  millions  sterUng,  which 

g'ves  about  £50  for  every  inhabitant, — a  proportion  without  precedent  in  any  country.  This 
ct,  we  believe,  is  assumed  in  the  Report,  as  we  have  not  seen  that  it  was  stated  in  the  evi- 
dence,  nor  do  we  know  by  what  means  it  has  been  ascertained ;  but  whether  correct  or  not, 
we  think  that  the  high  rate  of  wages  which  is  freely  given,  and  the  unquestionable  competition 
amongst  employers  to  secure  labourers  sufficiently  proves  that  labour  is  deficient  in  respect  to 
capital. 

It  further  would  seem  to  be  proved,  that  this  deficiency  is  so  great  as  to  render  the  em- 
ployers of  labour  entirely  dependant  on  the  will  of  the  labourers  as  to  the  terms  of  all  contracts 
of  service  and  rates  of  wages.  It  does  not  appear,  however,  to  be  conclusively  established  that 
this  is  a  growing  evil,  or  that  the  demoralizing  consequences  of  it  to  the  labourers  are  so  per- 
nicious as  they  have  been  represented.  As  regards  the  first  point,  although  undoubtedly 
squatting  has  extended  in  the  neighbourhood  of  occupied  districts,  yet  there  has  been,  and 
continues  to  be,  an  immigration,  which  we  should  think  would  more  than  balance  the  with- 
drawal of  the  squatters  from  the  labour  market, — a  withdrawal,  moreover,  which  is  never  . 
complete,  as  when  pressed  for  money  they  return  to  work.  As  regards  the  bad  effect  upon 
the  characters  of  the  labourers,  it  is  yet  distinctly  stated  by  the  three  witnesses  who  have 
spiritual  charge  over  extensive  districts  in  the  colony,  that  improvement  is  gradually,  but 
surely,  taking  place  in  the  moral  and  religious  character  of  the  population ;  and  it  is  the  more 
remarkable  that  this  should  be  the  case  since  it  is  in  spite  of  the  practice,  to  which  the  pro- 
prietors are  represented  as  being  compelled  to  resort,  of  giving  rum  to  their  labourers,  and 
thereby  laying  the  foundation  of  the  habits  of  inebriety  which  are  observable  amongst  them. 
It  is  obvious  toat  this  practice,  would  present  the  most  serious  obstacle  to  the  social  and  moral 
advancement  of  the  labouring  population  in  any  part,  of  the  world. 

As  regards  the  remaining  propositions,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the   immigration  of 
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nUNIDAD.       Report  of  the  Committee.     Nor  is  any  estimate  furnished  of  the  numbers  which  could  be 
•""^  annually  absorbed  into  the  conmiimity.    The  numbers  of  persons  who  have  arrived  within  the 

last  twelve  months  must  be  nearly  4000,  or  about  one-tenth  of  the  whole  population.  This, 
however  considerable,  appears  to  be  altogether  insuflScient  for  the  wants  of  employers^  but  ^ 
what  extent  it  is  so  does  not  appear  to  be  stated  in  the  evidence.  As  regards  tne  soui\:eicoun 
which  the  requisite  amount  of.  immigration  is  to  be  derived,  the  Committee,  we  observe,  look 
exclusively  to  Africa,  and  not  to  the  British  possessions  in  Africa,  but  to  Africa  at  large.  This 
question,  however,  is  one  upon  which  we  are  imperfectly  informed,  and  which  involves  poUhcal 
considerations  of  the  highest  importance  upon  which  it  would  be  beyond  our  province  to  onla* 
at  any  length.  We  can  only  say  that  it  appears  open  to  obvious  objections  on  aooouot  of  its 
probable  encouragement  to  internal  slave  trading.  In  the  mean  time  a  considerable  amount  of 
immigration  into  Trinidad  is,  as  we  have  already  seen,  taking  place  from  the  United  States, 
from  the  older  islands,  and  from  Sierra  Leone. 

Upon  the  next  point,  namely,  the  funds  which  may  be  provided  for  supporting  a  free  immi- 
gration, the  Governor  states,  in  a  Despatch  to  the  Secretary  of  State  recently  referred  to  us, 
dated  18th  August,  1841,  that  the  general  revenue  (which  is,  moreover,  improving)  has 
hitherto  been  found  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  This  source  is  also  looked  to  in  the  Imnugra* 
tion  Ordinance,  which  fixes  the  rates  at  which  the  passage  of  inuuigrants  shall  be  paid.  The 
Committee  say  that  every  expense  connected  with  it  can  be  easily  defrayed  by  esta- 
blishing a  Land  and  Emigration  Fund.  They  do  not,  however,  add  how  that  fund  is  to 
accrue,  nor  is  it  easy  to  supply  that  deficiency  in  their  Report,  as  it  is  not  contemplated  that 
any  Crown  lands  could,  for  a  considerable  period,  be  in  demand.  The  question,  nowever,  is 
one  of  great,  and,  we  should  think,  pressing  importance.  As  it  stands  at  present,  the 
revenues  of  the  colony  are  pledged  to  defray  the  charge  of  introducing  any  number  of  immi- 
grants whose  description  is  in  accordance  with  the  Ordinance.  And  should  the  efforts  now 
making  to  increase  that  number  be  successful  in  any  considerable  decree,  it  is  conceivable  that 
demands  might  be  made  upon  the  Colonial  Treasury,  bevond  what  it  could  meet.  It  would 
appear  necessary,  therefore,  to  provide  for  the  augmentation  of  the  funds  applicable  to  immi- 
gration, or  to  place  some  definite  limit  upon  the  number  of  immigrants  introduced  each  year 
at  the  public  expense. 

We  have,  &c., 

T.  Fred.  Elliot. 
Edward  E.  Yillibrb. 


(No.  18.)  No.  17. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  froua  Lieutenant-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLbod  to  Lord 

Stanley.  / 

My  Lord,  Trinidad,  6th  December,  1841. 

No.  17.  Application  has  l3een  made  to  me  to  appoint  an  Emigration  Agent  for  the 

island  at  Rio  de  Janeiro.     I  believe  this  has  arisen  in  consequence  of  the  arrival 
of  two  vessels  with  liberated  Africans  from  the  Brazils,  at  Demerara. 

As  of  course  these  people  are  sent  to  where  Her  Majesty's  consul  or  other  officer 
may  think  the  most  advantageous  for  them,  I  cannot  see  the  necessity  of  an  agent, 
and  I  prefer  through  your  Lordship  to  advance  the  claim  for  consideration  of  this 
island,  with  other  colonies,  authorizing  the  proper  ?(uthorities  to  take  up  a  vessel  of 
the  proper  size,  and  provided  according  to  Act  of  Parliament ;  the  colony  paying 
at  the  rate  of  thirty  dollars  for  adults,  fifteen  for  children  above  seven,  and  ten  for 
all  under  that  age. 

If  your  Lordship  should'wish  bxx  agent  appointed,  I  have  die  honour  to  request 
you  would  be  pleased  to  direct  the  accredited  minister  or  consul  to  appoint  any 
person  thought  tit  for  the  situation,  on  such  stipend  as  your  Lordship  may  fix. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  MACLEOD,  Lieut.- Governor. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  40.)  No.  18. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Stanley  to  Lieutenant-Governor 

Sir  Henry  MacLeod. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  February  18,  1842. 

2^^  jg^  I  HAVE  received  your  despatch  No.  18,  of  the  6th  December  last,  request- 

ing  that  the  Island  of  Trinidad  may  be  allowed  to  participate  in  the  advantages 
already  enjoyed  by  British  Guiana  in  respect  to  the  introduction  into  the  island  of 
liberated  Africans  from  Rio  de  Janeiro ;  and  that  arrangements  may  be  made  for 
the  appointment  of  an  agent  at  Rio  for  conducting  this  service. 
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I  transmit  for  your  information  and  guidance  the  copy  of  a  correspondence  on      TRINIDAD, 
the  subject  between  the  Foreign  Office  and  this   Department;    and  I  have  to 
suggest  that  you  should  place  yourself  in  communication  with  Her  Majesty's  Envoy  . 
at  Rio,  .  ' 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  STANLEY- 

liieut.-Crovemor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


C.  0.  to  F.  O.  25lh 

Jan.  1842. 

F.  0. 15ih  Feb, 

1842. 

3d8. 


Enclosure  in  No.  18. 

My  Lord,  Colonial  Office,  25th  January,  1842. 

I  AM  directed  by  Lord  Stanley  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
Ittd  before  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  the  oopy  of  a  Despatch  from  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
Trinidad,  on  the  subject  of  the  introduction  into  that  island  of  liberated  Africaa<)  from  Rio 
de  Janeiro ;  and  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  acqtiaint  Lord  Aberdeen  that  Lord  Stanley 
i»  of  opinion  that  the  Island  of  Trinidad  should  participate  in  the  advantages  in  this  respect 
already  enjoyed  by  British  Guiana. 

Lord  Stanley  would  be  glad,  thereforoi  if  Lord  Aberdeen  would  address  a  communication 
on  this  subject  to  Her  Majesty's  Charge  d' Affaires  at  Rio.  With  respect  to  the  appointment 
at  Rio  of  an  Agtent  on  behalf  of  the  Colony,  Lord  Stanley  would  suggest,  that  Mr.  H.  C. 
Ouseley,  Attache  to  Her  Majesty's  Legation  at  Rio  (of  whose  employment  in  that  capacity, 
on  behalf  of  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana,  Lord  Aberdeen  has  already  approved),  should  be 
also  employed  for  the  lelaud  of  Trinidad. 

Should  Lord  Aberdeen  see  no  objection  to  this  proposal.  Lord  Stanley  would  further  sug- 
gest, that  Her  Majesty's  Charge  d'AflFaires  at  Rio  should  be  requested  to  place  himself  m 
communication  with  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  on  the  subject. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Viscount  Canning.  (Signed)  J.  Stephen. 

&c.      &c.      &c.  ^___ 

Sir,  (  Foreign  Office,  15th  Februeu-y,  1842. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo,  stating  the  opinion  of  Lord  Stanley, 
that  the  Island  of  Trinidad  should  participate  with  British  Guiana  in  the  advantage  of  having 
negroes  sent  thither  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  I  am  directed  by  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  transmit 
to  you,  for  Lord  Stanley's  information,  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  Despatch  which  his  Lord- 
ship has  addressed  to  Her  Majesty's  Envoy  at  Rio  upon  the  subject  in  question. 

I  am,  &c.     • 
James  Stephen,  Esq,  (Signed)  Canning. 

&c.     &c      &c. 

Colonial  Office. 


Sir,  Foreign  Office,  10th  February,  1842. 

With  reference  to  previous  correspondence,  respecting  the  disposal  of  negroes  brought 
into  the  harbour  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  in  slave  vessels  captured  by  Her  Majesty's  cruizers,  I 
herewith  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  and  of  its  enclosure,  from  the  Colonial  Office,  con- 
taining suggestions  as  to  the  disposal  of  a  portion  of  those  uegroes. 

I  have  to  desire  that  you  will  take  measures  for  carrying  into  effect  the  sugge3tions  of  Her 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  in  this  respect. 

1  am,  8ca 
Hamilton  C.  J.  Hamilton,  Esq.,  (Signed)  ABEttDHUMv 

&c,         &c.         &c. 

Rio  de  Janeiro. 


End  in  No.  18. 

No.  18.— 6th  Dec 
1841. 

40. 


To  Mr.  Hamilton 

8.  T.  No.  2. 

Feb.  10,  1842. 


Colonial  Office, 
Jan.  25,  1842. 


(No.  8.)  No.  19. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  to 

Lord  Stanley. 

My  Lord,  Trinidad,  5th  November,  184tL 

Pursuant  to  Lord  Glenelg's  circular  despatch  of  the  1st  October,  1838, 
I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  the  return  of  questions  and  answers  forwarded  by 
the  stipendiary  magistrates  of  this  colony,  for  the  quarter  ended  30th  September. 

I  have,  &c. 


No.  19. 
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^INIDAD.  Enclosure  No.  19. 

EncI.iirNo.i9.  QUESTIONS. 

1.  Enumerate  the  names  of  the  persons  who,  under  any  order  made  by  you  either  singly  or  jointly 
with  any  other  magistrate,  had  been  ejected  from  any  land  or  buildings,  in  virtue  of  the  powers  in 
you  vested  by  any  law  in  force  in  this  colony ;  specifying  the  extent  of  any  such  land,  and  the  estimated 
value  of  any  such  land  or  buildings,  with  the  situation  thereof  respectively ;  the  names  of  the  parties 
at  whose  instance  every  such  order  was  made ;  the  date  of  every  such  order ;  and  the  grounds  on 
which  it  proceeded. 

2.  Enumerate  the  names  of  all  persons  convicted  by  you,  singly,  or  by  you  jointly  with  any  other 
justice  of  the  peace,  as  Idle  and  disorderly  persons,  or  as  rogues  and  vagabonds,  or  as  incorrigible 
rogues,  and  the  date  of  every  such  conviction,  the  name  of  the  informer,  the  ground  on  which  the 
conviction  proceeded,  and  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  punishment. 

3.  Enumerate  the  names  of  ail  persons  who  with  your  concurrence  or  sanction  have  entered  into 
any  contracts  for  service,  specifying  the  date  of  such  contracts,  the  names  of  the  parties  between  whom 
they  were  made,  the  length  of  time  for  which  they  were  to  continue  in  force,  and  the  nature  and 
amount  of  the  services  to  be  rendered,  and  of  (he  remuneration  for  such  services. 

4.  Enumerate  the  names  of  all  persons  against  whom  you  have  pronounced  any  sentence,  or  made 
any  order  authorizing  the  iofltction  of  any  punishment  for  the  non*performance  of  any  contract  of 
service,  stating  the  date  of  any  such  sentence  or  order,  the  ground  on  which  each  such  sentence  or 
order  proceeded,  the  name  of  the  person  on  the  information  or  at  the  instance  of  whom  the  same  was 
made,  and  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  punishment  awarded  in  each  case. 

The  first  of  these  returns  is  to  be  dated  on  the  1st  of  August,  1838,  and  each  succeeding  return  from  the  day  nest 
following  the  date  of  the  return  immediately  preceding  it« 


ANSWERS. 

District  of  Carapichaima,  Trinidad,  1st  to  3lst  July,  1841. 

Nil. 

(A  true  return.)  And.  David,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  Carapichaima,  Trinidad,  Ist  to  Slst  August,  1S41* 

Nil 
(A  true  return.)  And.  David,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


[District  of  Carapichaima,  Trinidad,  1st  to  30th  September,  1841. 

Nil 
(A  true  return.)  And.  Daviiii  Stipendiary  Justice. 

District  of  Carapichaima,  Trinidad,  fh>m  1st  to  the  30th  April,  1841. 

1.  Jean  Brousselle,  convicted  before  me,  on  the  information  on  oath  of  Toussaint  Rostani,  one  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Roads  for  this  district,  acting  imder  the  authority  granted  to  him  by  His 
Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  on  the  behalf  of  the  Surveyor-General,  of  having  without 
probable  claim  or  pretence  of  title,  entered  upon,  and  taken  possession  of  five  quarr^s  of  land,  in 
the  quarter  of  Couva,  the  property  of  Her  Majesty,  the  Queen,  within  one  year  next  before  the  day 
of  the  preferring  the  said  information  : — Ordered  on  the  28rd  April,  1841,  to  deliever  up  to  the  said 
Toussaint  Rostant,  acting  under  the  authority  and  on  the  behalf  aforesaid,  in  15  days,  the  quiet  and 
peaceable  possession  of  Sie  said  five  quarrels  of  land,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  Her  Majesty,  m 
default  whereof  to  be  imprisoned  in  the  Royal  Gaol  of  Port  of  Spain  for  the  space  of  14  days. 

1.  Tom,  convicted  before  me,  on  the  information  on  oath  of  Toussaint  Rostant,  one  of  the'^Com* 
missioners  of  Roads  for  this  district,  acting  under  the  authority  granted  to  him  by  His  Excellency 
the  Lieutenant-Governor,  on  the  behalf  of  the  Surveyor*General,  of  having  without  probable  claim 
or  pretence  of  title,  entered  upon,  and  taken  possession  of  two  quarr^  of  land,  in  the  quarter  of 
Couva,  the  property  of  Uer  Majesty,  the  Queen,  within  one  year  next  before  the  day  of  the  preferring 
the  said  information: — Ordered  on  the  2drd  April,  1841,  to  deliever  up  to  the  said  Toussaint 
Rostant,  acting  under  the  authority  and  on  the  behalf  aforesaid,  in  1 5  days,  the  quiet  and  peaceable 
possession  of  the  said  two  quarr^s  of  land,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  Her  Majesty,  in^  defiiult  whereof 
to  be  imprisoned  in  the  Royal  Goal  of  Port  of  Spain  for  the  space  of  14  days.     Order  obeyed. 

1.  Pierre  Robin,  convicted  before  me,  on  the  information  on  oatli  of  Toussaint  Rostant,  one  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Roads  for  this  district,  acting  under  the  authority  granted  to  him  by  His  Excellency 
the  Lieutenant-Governor,  on  the  behalf  of  the  Surveyor-General,  of  having,  without  probable  claim 
or  pretence  of  title,  entered  upon  and  taken  possession  of  five  quarrees  of  land,  in  the  quarter  of 
Couva,  the  property  of  Her  Majesty,  the  Queen,  within  one  year  next  before  the  day  of  the  preferring 
the  said  information : — Ordered  on  the  23rd  April,  1841,  to  deliever  up  to  the  said  Toussaint 
Rostant,  acting  under  the  authority  and  on  the  behalf  aforesaid,  in  15  days,  the  quiet  and  peaceable 
possession  of  the  said  five  quarr^s  of  land,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  Her  Majesty,  in  default  whereof 
to  be  imprisoned  in  the  Royal  Gaol  of  Port  of  Spain  for  the  space  of  14  days.     Order  obeyed. 

1.  Thomas  Brown^  convicted  before  me,  on  the  information  on  oath  of  Duncan  Stewart,  one  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Roads  for  this  district,  acting  under  the  authority  granted  to  him  by  His  Excellency 
the  Lieutenant-Governor,  on  the  behalf  of  the  Surveyor-General,  of  having,  without  probable  claim  or 
pretence  of  title,  entered  upon,  and  taken  possession  of  one  quarr<^  of  land,  in  the  quarter  of 
Savonetta,  the  property  of  Her  Majesty,  the  Queen,  within  one  year  next  before  the  day  of  th^ pre- 
ferring the  said  information: — Ordered  on  the  23rd  April,  1841,  to  deliever  up  to  the  said  Duncan 
Stewart,  acting  under  the  authority  and  on  the  behalf  aforesaid,  in  15  days,  the  quiet  and  peaceable 
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pofl8«88ion  of  the  said  one  quarnSe  of  land,  for  the  iita  and  benefit  of  Her  Majesty^  in  definilt  whereof      TRINIDAD; 
to  be  imprieoned  in  the  Royal  Oaol  of  Port  of  Spain  for  the  ^»ce  of  14  days.    Order  obeyed.  

Not.2,S.4,NiL 

(A  true  Return.)  Awpekw  Datip,  Stlpeadiary  Jostice. 


Dittriet  of  St  Joeepbt  Trinidad,  Slst  July,  1841. 
Nil, 

Jos.  Aug.  Oiusbppi,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


^District  of  St.  Joseph,  IVinidad,  Slst  August,  1841. 

Nil. 

Jos.  Aug.  GiuseppIi  Stipendiary  Justice. 

District  of  St.  Joseph,  Trinidad,  dOth  September,  1841. 

Nil, 

Jos.  Aug.  Giusbppi,  Stipendiary  Justice.. 


District  of  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad,  July,  1841. 

Nil.   • 
July,  1841.  John  Joseph  Cadiz,  S.  J.  R 

District  of  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad,  August,  1841. 

Nil. 
August,  1841,  John  Joskph  Cadiz,  S.  J.  F. 

District  of  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad,  September,  1841. 

Nil. 
September,  1841.  John  Joseph  Cadiz,  S.  J.  P. 


Distriet  of  Naparima,  Trinidad,  from  1st  to  Slst  July,  1841. 

NU. 
Slst  July,  1841.  Hbnrt  Farley,  Acting  S.  J.  P.,  N.  D. 

District  of  Napariioa,  Trinidad,  from  Ist  to  Slst  August,  1841. 

Nil. 
Slst  August,  1841,  Henrt  Farlet,  Acting  S.  J.  P.,  N.  D. 

District  of  Naparima,  Trinidad,  from  1st  to  SOth  September,  1841. 

Nil. 
SOth  September,  1841.  Henrt  Parley,  Acting  S.  J.  P.,  N.  D. 


Southern  District,  Trinidad,  July,  1841. 

Nil. 
July,  1841.  P.  R.  Rousseau,  Stipendiary  Justice. 

Southern  District,  Trinidad,  August,  1841. 

Nil. 
August,  1841.  P.  R.  Rousseau,  Stipendiary  Justice. 

Southern  District,  Trinidad,  September,  1841. 

Nil. 
September,  1841.  P.  R.  Rousseau,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


Southern  District,  Trinidad,  1st  July,  1841. 
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TfilNIDAD.  Difltnab of  Eastern  Coast,  Trtnidad;  31st  Julyt  1841. 

NiL 

31st  July,  1841.  BBNtTo  G.  Fernandez,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  Eastern  Coast,  Trinidad^  31st  August,  1841. 

Nil. 

31st  August,  1841.         *  BfeNiTo  G.  Fernamdez,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  Eastern  Coast,  Trinidad,  30th  September,  1841. 

Nil. 
30th  September,  1841.  Benito  G.  Fernandez,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


(No.  14.)  No- 20. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  to 

Lord  Stanley. 

My  Lord,  Trinidad,  29th  November,  1841. 

No.  20.  A  DEPUTATION  from  the  Agricultural  and  Immigration  Society  of  this 

colony,  which  is  composed  of  aU  the  most  respectable  inhabitants,  have  waited  on 
me  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  the  propriety  of  purehs^ing  a  ship  of  sufficient 
size  to  run  between  this  and  Sierra  Leone  for  the  conveyance  of  immigrants. 

I  called  upoH  these  gentlenlen  to  furnish  me  with  a  statement  of  the'  expenses 

likely  to  be  incurred,  which  I  herewith  enclose,  and  in  which  your  Lordship  will 
perceive  that  a  comparison  is  made  with  tiie  present  mode  of  importing  people  from 
thence. 

L  vi^uld  recommend  this  subject  to  your  Lordship's  favourable  consideratioB ; 
for  although  it  might  be  rather  more  costly  Ihan  the  present  system  adopted,  yet  it 
would  at  once  establish  the  desirable  object  of  a  direct  intercourse,  by  which  those 
who  chose  it  might  return  to  Africa,  and  thus  give  greater  confidence  to  parties 
emigrating  from  thence  to  this  colony,  besides  keeping  the  people  at  Sierra  Leone 
aware  of  the  true  price  of  labour,  which  now  varies  so  much. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  MACLEOD,  Lieut.-Governor. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley, 

&c.         &c.         &c.        

Enclosure  in  No.  20. 

Trinidad,  2nd  November,  1841. 

End.  in  No.  20.  At  a  Meeting  of  the  "Immigration  and  Agricultural  Society**  held  this  day,  the 

following  Resolution  was  adopted  :— 

"That  application  be  made  to  His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  to  request  his  favourable 
consideration  of  the  advantages  likely  to  result  by  the  purchase  of  a  vessel  by  the  Colonial 
Government,  to  be  employed  in  the  conveyance  of  immigrants  from  Sierra  Lieone  to  this 
colony,  and  thus  open  a  constant  inter-communication  with  Africa,  a  matter  o£  graat 
importance  to  this  island,  and  so  desirable,  from  its  being  recommended  by  Mr.  Hamilton, 
the  island  agent  at  Sierra  Leone,  and'found  advantages  in  promoting  emigration  to  Demerara 
and  Jamaica." 

(Signed)  Henry  Scott,  Vice-Chairman. 

Memorandum. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  deputed  to  wait  upon  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  to 
present  the  Resolution,  viz.  :— 

The  Hon.  Henry  Scott,  Chairman. 
„         P.  A.  Ganteaume, 
„        John  Losh, 
„         Robert  Dennistoun, 
„         Henry  Murphy, 
„         T.  B.  Darracott, 
„         Alexander  Gray, 
„         Rober  Bushe, 
„         George  Ramsay. 
Which  I  certify, 

.   (Signed)  John  Losh, 

Secretary  to  the  Immigration  and  Agricultural  Society* 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  COST,  FITTING,  AND  SAILING  A  NORTH  AMERICAN  TRINIDAD. 

NEW  COPPER  FASTENED  SHIP  OF  500  TONS. 

Dollars. 

First  cost 18,000 

Coppering,  fitting  up  Berths,  and  Cooking  Apparatus  for  300  people, 

Medicine-chest,  Arm-chest,  Gun,  and  200  Water-puncheons         .        5,040 

Firet  outlay.  Sterling  £4,800,  or 23i040 

Insurance  10  per  cent,  per  annum      .         ..          .          .         *          *  £  480 

Wear  and  tear        .........  480 

Interest  on  capital  at  5  per  cent.         ......  240 

Pbrtage  Bill— Master  £15;  Surgeon   £10;  Mate  £8;  Carpenter 

£5 ;  14  Seaman  at  50^.        .«•••••  876 

Stores  and  Provisions  for  Officers,  Surgeon,  and  Crew  .  .  ,  500 
Passes  at  Sierra  Leone  at  2^.  6c?.  SterUng  per  head,  £105;  Clothing 

for  the  Emigrants,  £160 265 

Contingencies         ......•.•  200 

Provisions  calculated  at  3  voyages  per  annum,  840  people        •          .  1,400 

Sterling      .         •     .  £  4,441 

BoUan. 
The  present  cost  of  Importing. 280  Immigrants,  3  voyages  per  annum, 

840  People  at  30  dollars 25,200 

Annual  outlay  for  the  same  Number  by  a  Colonial  Vessel        .  .      21,316 

Balance  in  favour  of  the  Colonial  Vessel  per  annum        •  •  •        3,884 

It  is  thus  calculated  that  with  reference  to  the  10  per  cent,  for  wear  and  tear,  the  vewA 
and  fitting  will  be  a  clear  gain  to  the  colony  in  three  years,  besides  allowing  interest  on  the 
capital;  and  a  good  vessel,  not  new,  might  be  got  at  10  per  cent,  per  year  of  her  age,  under 
this  calculation ;  the  provisions  and  stores  not  used  on  one  voyage,  would  come  in  also  for  the 
next ;  return  passengers  are  not  calculated. 

(Signed)  J.  B,  Darracott,        John  Losh, 

Hbnky  Scott,  Rob.  Deknistottn, 

5th  November,  1841.  Robert  Bushe,  P.  P.  Ganteaume. 


(No.  35.)  No.  21. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Stanley  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Sir  Henry 

MacLeod. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  1st  February,  1842. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch,  No.  14,  of  the  29th  November,  stating  no.  21. 

that  a  deputation  from  the  Agricultural  and  Immigration  Society  of  Trinidad  had 
submitted  to  you  the  propriety  of  purchasing  a  ship  of  sufficient  size  to  run  between 
that  colony  and  Sierra  Leone,  for  the  conveyance  of  immigrants,  and  you  enclose 
a  statement,  furnished  by  them,  of  the  expenses  likely  to  be  incurred  for  this 
service. 

I  am  not  indisposed  to  admit  that  it  might  be  desirable  to  establish  a  direct  com- 
munication between  the  colonies  of  Sierra  Leone  and  Trinidad,  but  before  any  step 
of  this  kind  is  taken,  I  think  it  would  be  right  to  have  a  little  further  experience  of 
the  efficacy  of  the  present  system,  and  especially  in  regard  to  the  probable  supply 
of  emigrants  from  Africa. 

The  statement  furnished  by  the  deputation  of  the  Agricultural  and  Immigration 
Society  is  not  sufficient  to  enable  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  decide  on  the  pro- 
priety of  sanctioning  their  proposal,  for  the  purchase  of  a  vessel  by  the  Colonial 
Government.  The  question  should  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  council  of 
your  government  for  a  detailed  examination  and  report,  and  when  their  report  has 
been  submitted  to  the  council,  I  shall  be  prepared  to  consider  any  recommendations 
on  the  subject  which  you  may  have  to  communicate  to  me  from  that  body. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  STANLEY. 

Lieut.-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 
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TRINIDAD.      (No.  28.)  No.  22. 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  to 
Lord  Stanley,  dated  Trinidad,  31st  December,  1841. 

No.  22.  The  revenue  of  the  island  has  considerably  increased  under  those  heads  which  most 

manifest  a  state  of  prosperity. 

In  1839  the  3^  per  cent  ad  valorum  import  duties  amounted  to  8521/. ;  in  1840> 
to  11,443/. ;  and  in  1841,  to  11,445/. 

The  duties  collected  under  Imperial  Acts  exhibit  a  similar  increase ;  from 
9,178/.,  the  amount  collected  by  the  Customs'Department  in  1838,  they  sprung  up 
in  1839  to  17,430/. ;  in  1840,  they  rose  to  19,504/.;  and  in  the  present  year  to 
20,083/.  But  it  is  impossible  to  place  this  marked  improvement  altogether  to  the 
credit  of  an  increased  consumption. 

It  arose  in  1839  from  the  emancipation,  and  consequent  payment  of  money  wages, 
and  has  since  been  maintained  ih  some  measure  to  the  influx  of  labourers,  who  have 
been  drawn  to  Trinidad  by  the  encouragement  given  to  them  to  immigrate  and 
settle  here  ;  but  I  am  disposed  to  attribute  a  great  deal  of  it  to  an  increased  vigilance 
in  the  collection  of  the  customs  duties,  together  with  a  vast  de^d  of  overtrading ; 
although  this  excess  of  commercial  speculation  has  been  to  somie  extent  in  articles 
of  British  manufacture  upon  which  no  duty  is  payable,  nevertheless  your 
Lordship  will  perceive  that  the  3J  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duties  on  exports,  an  item 
which  must  always  be  the  best  test  of  our  thriving  condition  here,  amounted,  in 
1839,  to  14,819/. ;  in  1840,  to  15,189/. ;  and  has  encreased  in  the  present  year,  to 
17,401/.  At  this  time,  and  in  reference,  particularly  to  the  recent  financial  dis- 
cussions at  home,  greater  stress  must  not,  however,  be  laid  upon  these  latter  facts 
than  they  deserve,  for  it  is  impossible  to  deny  that  the  produce  of  the  island  has 
been  maintained  at  its  previous  extent  solely  by  an  expense  in  the  cultivation  of 
estates,  particularly  in  the  primary  article  of  labour,  which  cannot  be  continued. 

In  the  expenditure  for  the  three  preceding  years  there  has  been  an  increase,  not, 
however,  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  the  revenue.  I  am  anxious  to  have  it 
understood,  however,  that  whilst  our  expenditure  has  been  very  much  reduced 
latterly  in  the  department  of  police,  and  by  proper  surveillance  in  all  those  minor 
items  which  are  generally  ckssed  under  the  head  of  government  contingencies, 
there  have  been  several  very  heavy  draughts  made  on  the  colonial  treasury  for  the 
extensive  alterations  and  improvements  which  I  have  made  in  the  Royal  Gaol; 
for  the  fitting-up  and  establishing  an  hospital ;  grants  in  aid  of  the  erection  of 
churches ;  in  repairs  to  the  wharfs  and  quays ;  and  for  other  public  services  erf 
a  permanent  and!^  substantial  character.  The  answers  which  have  been  given  to  the 
different  questions  under  the  head  of  gaols  will,  when  compared  with  those  of 
previous  years,  enable  your  Lordship  to  form  some  idea  of  the  alterations  which 
have  been  recently  made  in  that  department.  The  accommodations,  however, 
which  we  now  possess  in  the  Royal  Gaol,  in  Port  of  Spain,  are  scarcely  commen- 
surate with  the  rapid  increase  of  the  population ;  and  in  order  to  relieve  it  from 
some  of  the  numerous  committals  that  are  made  to  it  from  the  country,  sometimes 
from  the  further  extremities  of  the  island,  I  am  now  engaged  in  inquiring  and 
considering  in  what  part  of  the  rural  districts  it  would  be  most  proper  to  have 
^  good  and  commodious  places  of  confinement  erected.  When  I  have  fully  ascer- 
tained how  the  wants  of  the  countiy  would,  in  this  respect,  be  best  satisfied,  I  shall 
have  occasion  to  bring  the  subject  under  your  Lordship's  consideration. 

The  hospital,  whicn  has  been  another  large  item,  has  been  a  measure  of  incal- 
culable benefit  to  this  community ;  and  I  look  with  great  pleasure  to  this  establish- 
ment, and  to  the  present  condition  of  the  Royal  GaoL 

On  my  arrival  in  this  colony  there  was  no  hospital,  and  I  found  the  gaol  in  the 
most  disgraceful  condition ;  not  only  was  there  no  proper  discipline,  but  there  was 
no  classification,  and  the  convicted  felon  mixed  with  the  untried  prisoner  and 
debtors  ;  the  sexes  only  separated  at  night.  Strict  and  wholesome  discipline  is 
now  established  ;  classification  adopted ;  each  prisoner  confined  in  a  separate  cell ; 
work-stalls  established,  and  so  constructed  as  not  to  pei*mit  communication,  and 
the  strictest  attention  paid  to  the  cleanliness  and  rules  of  the  establishment. 

The  civil  establishment  of  the  colony  has  undergone  very  little  change  during 
the  two  past  years,  save  under  the  head  of  police,  in  which  an  entire  separatioa 
between  its  judicial  and  administrative  functions  has  been  effected;  and  the 
alterations  have  been  made  at  a  considerable  reduction  of  the  former  expenditure 
for  the  same  service. 
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The  item  of  education  is  one  which  the  increase  of  our  population  will  require      TRINIDAD, 
us  immediately  to  revise  and  extend.     The  colony  at  present  contributes  to  the 
salaries,  of  teachers  to  twenty  •three  schools. 

I  regret  very  much  that  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  have  had  inserted  in  the 
present  Blue  Book  a  more  recent  or  correct  census ;  but  the  ordinance  which  I  had 
the  honour  to  transmit  with  my  despatch  of  the  23rd  of  October,  No.  4,  will 
enable  me,  I  hope,  to  remedy  this  defect  in  the  Blue  Book  for  1842. 


(No.  36,)  No.  23. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod 

to  Lord  Stanley. 

My  Lord,  Trinidad,  18th  January,  1842. 

Pursuant  to  Lord  Glenelg's  Circular  Despatch  of  the  1st  October,  1838,  no.  23. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  the  return  therein  called  for,  of  questions  and  7. 

answers  for^varded  by  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates  of  this  colony,  for  the  quarter 
ending  the  31st  December,  1841. 

I  have,  &c., 

(Signed)        HENRY  MACLEOD. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley, 
&c.  &c-  &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  23. 
QUESTIONS. 


1.  Enumerate  the  names  of  the  persons  who,  under  any  order  made  by  you  either  singly  or  joiutly     End.  in  No.  2X 
with  any  other  magistrate,  had  been  ejected  from  any  land  or  buildings,  in  virtue  of  the  powers  in  you 

Tested  by  any  law  in  force  in  this  cobny ;  specifying  the  extent  of  any  such  land,  and  the  estimated 
value  of  any  such  land  or  buildings,  with  the  situation  thereof  respectively ;  the  names  of  the  parties 
at  whose  instance  every  such  order  was  made;  the  date  of  every  such  order;  and  the  groonds  on 
which  it  proceeded. 

2.  Enumerate  the  names  of  all  persons  convicted  by  you,  singly,  or  by  yon  jointly  with  any  other 
justice  of  the  peace,  as  idle  and  disorderly  persons,  or  as  rogues  and  vagabonds,  or  as  incorrigible 
n^ues,  and  the  date  of  every  such  conviction,  the  name  of  the  informer,  the  ground  on  which  the 
conviction  proceeded,  and  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  punishment. 

3.  Enumerate  the  names  of  all  persons  who  with  your  concurrence  or  sanction  have  entered 
into  any  contracts  for  service,  specifying  the  date  of  such  contracts,  the  names  of  the  parties  between 
whom  they  were  made,  the  length  of  time  for  which  they  were  to  continue  in  force,  and  the  nature 
and  amount  of  the  services  to  be  rendered,  and  of  the  remuneration  for  such  services. 

4.  Enumerate  the  names  of  all  persons  against  whom  you  have  pronounced  any  sentence,  or  made 
any  order  authorizing  the  infliction  of  any  punishment  for  the  non-performance  of  any  contract  of 
service,  stating  the  date  of  any  such  sentence  or  order,  the  ground  on  which  each  such  sentence  or 
order  proceeded,  the  name  of  the  person  on  the  information  or  at  the  instance  of  whom  the  same  was 
made,  and  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  punishment  awarded  in  each  case. 

The  first  of  these  returns  is  to  be  dated  on  the  1st  of  August,  1838,  and  each  succeeding  return  from  the  day  next 
following  the  date  of  the  return  immediately  preceding  it. 


ANSWERS. 

District  of  Naparima,  Trinidad,  1st  to  30th  October,  1841. 

Nil. 
October  80th,  1841.  Henrt  Farlet,  Acting  S.  J.,  N.  D. 

District  of  Naparima,  Trinidad,  1st  to  dOth  November,  1841. 

Nil. 
November  SOth,  1841.  /     Henry  Farlet,  Acting  S.  J.,  N.  D. 


District  of  Naparima,  Trinidad,  1st  to  Slst  December,  1841, 

Nil. 
December  Slst,  1841.  Henrt  Farlet,  Acting  S.  J.,  N.  D, 
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Nil. 
October,  1841.  Joav  Jottm  ddou,  S.  J^  F. 


District  of  Port  of  Spain  and  Western,  Trinidad,  November,  1841. 

Nil 
November,  1841.  John  Joseph  Cadiz,  S.  J.  P. 

District  of  Port  of  Spain  and  Western,  Trinidad,  December,  1841. 

Nil. 
December,  1841.  John  Joseph  Cadiz,  S.  J.P- 


District  of  Caraplchaima,  Trinidad,  1st  to  31st  October,  1841. 

Nil. 
31st  October,  1841.  Awdrew  David,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  Carapichaima,  Trinidad,  Ist  to  30th  November,  1841. 

NiL 
30th  November,  1841.  Andrew  David,  Stipendiary  Justice. 

District  of  Carapichaima,  Trinidad,  1st  to  Slst  December,  1841. 

Nil. 
-Slst  December,  1841.  Andrew  David,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


Southern  District  of  Police,  Trinidad,  Octol)er;  1841. 

Nil. 

October,  1841.  P.  R.  Rovsseau,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


Southern  District,  Trinidad,  November,  1841. 

Nil. 

November,  1841.  P.  R.  Rousseau,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


Southern  District,  Trinidad,  December,  1841. 

Nil. 

December,  1841.  P.  R.  Rousseau,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  St.  Joseph,  Trinidad,  Slst  October,  1841. 

Nil. 

October,  184L  Joseph  Aug.  Guisbppi,  Stipendiary  Justice. 

District  of  St.  Jo8eph,.Trinidady  30th  November,  1841. 

Nil. 

November,  1841.  Joseph  Aug.  Ouiseppi,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


District  of  St.  Joseph,  Trinidad,  31st  December,  1841. 

NiL 

December,  1841.  Joseph  Aug.  CKhseppi,  Stipendiary  Justice. 


Eastern  District  of  Police,  Trinidad,  from  1st  to  3l8t  October,  184L 

Nil. 
1st  November,  1841.  Benito  G«  Febnandez,  Stipendiary  Justice.. 
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Nil.  -"— 

1st  Decemberv  1841.  Benito  G.  FvbnasidbS)  Stipendiary  Juatioe. 


Easttn  District  of  Police,  Trinidad,  from  1st  to  Slst  Dteember,  1841. 

Nil. 
3rd  Jairaary,  1842.  Bbnito  O.  Fernandsz»  Stipeadiary  Justice. 


(No.  37.)  No.  24. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  to 

Lord  Stanley. 

My  Lord,  Trinidad,  27th  January,  1842. 

I  HATB  had  the  honour  to  receiv^e  your  Lordship's  despatch,  dated  the  18th  No.  24. 

November,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  mine  of  the  17th  and  28th  August  last, 
relating  to  the  redaction  in  the  rate  of  wages  to  labourers  in  this  colony,  and 
transmitting  the  copy  of  one  addressed  to  the  officer  administering  the  government 
at  Sierra  Leone,  conveying  your  Lordship's  instructions  in  consequence. 

I  can  assure  your  Lordship  that  no  one  has  considered  this  sudden  reduction,  as 
fraught  with  diinger  to  the  continuance  of  emigration  from  Sierra  Leone,  more 
than  myself;  but  1  apprehend  it  is  as  impossible  to  fix  a  permanent  rate  of  wages 
in  the  West  Indies  as  in  any  other  country,  perhaps  more  so,  when  it  is  considered 
that  tlie  staple  produce  combines  both  agriculture  and  manufacture. 

Your  Lordship  remarks  that  I  have  not  stated  what  will  be  the  condition  of 
those  who  have  arrived  from  Sierra  Leone  on  the  faith  of  the  original  terms ;  and, 
further,  that  you  look  to  me  to  enforce  the  fulfilment  of  them  in  their  case. 

Your  Lordship  is  aware  that  no  contracts  made  previous  to  their  landing  would 
have  been  binding  ;  and  in  very  few  instances  would  the  labourers  enter  into  any 
agreement,  preferring  to  work  by  the  day,  so  as  to  take  advantage  of  any  increased 
offer  from  other  parties. 

Accordingly,  and  prior  to  any  alteration  in  [wages  or  allowances,  they  had 
generally  availed  themselves  of  this ;  and  in  the  great  competition  for  labour,  few 
of  these  people  are  now  to  be  found  with  the  planters  to  whom  they  were 
originally  engaged,  hence  both  parties  have  become  free  agents;  so  that  I  really 
do  not  see  how  these  proprietors  can  be  held  more  responsible  for  any  particular 
terms  than  the  labourer  for  having  left  his  service  to  engage  where  he  thought 
more  advantageous  ones  were  offered. 

Connected  with  this  subject,  a  vessel  has  just  arrived  from  Sierra  Leone,  but 
without  immigrants.  The  only  information  I  can  collect,  in  the  absence  of  any 
official  intelligence  of  the  cause  of  this  unexpected  failure  is,  that  the  agent  for 
Trinidad  had  quitted  Sierra  Leone  suddenly,  a  few  days  after  his  arrival ;  and 
that  the  people  stated  that  no  delegates  from  the  original  emigrants,  as  promised 
by  that  person,  had  been  sent  from  the  colony. 

It  is  my  intention  immediately  to  visit  the  districts  where  these  people  are 
located,  and  to  ascertain  what  promises  upon  this  head  were  made  to  them,  and  to 
inquire  personally  into  their  present  circumstances,  the  result  of  which  I  shall 
have  the  honour  to  report  to  your  Lordship. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  H.  MACLEOD,  lieut.-Governor. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley, 
&c.         &c.         &c. 


(No.  50.)  No.  25. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  fi-om  Lord  Stanley  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Sir  Henry 

MacLeod. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  22nd  March,  1842. 

I  have  received  your  Despatch,  No.  37,  of  the  27th  Januaiy,  relative  to  No.  25, 

the  reduction  in  the  rate  of  wages  to  labourers  in  Trinidad,  who  had  emigrated 
from  Sierra  Leone  on  a  representation  as  to  wages,  made  to  them  by  the  agent  for 
the  Government  of  Trinidad. 
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TRINIDAD.  You  observe  that  no  contracts  made  previous  to  their  landing  would  have  been 

"""  binding ;  and  that  in  very  few  instances  would  the  labourers  enter  into  any  agree- 

menty  preferring  to  work  by  the  day,  so  as  to  take  advantage  of  any  increased  offer 
from  other  parties. 

This  is  not,  however,  a  question  of  private  agreements  between  labourers  and 
their  employers.  I  apprehend  that  if  the  wages  which  the  authorized  agent  of  the 
Colonial  Government  undertook  that  the  emigrants  should  receive  cannot  be 
obtained,  the  colonial  funds  are  pledged  to  restore  the  immigrant  to  the  state  in 
which  he  was  found ;  that  is,  if  he  is  dissatisfied  with  his  condition  on  that  account, 
to  send  him  back  to  SieiTa  Leone. 

I  do  not  mean  to  assert  that  if  the  immigrant  is  incorrigibly  idle  he  would  be 
authorized  to  claim  full  wages  for  half  or  imperfect  work,  in  such  cases  the 
governor  must  have  an  equitable  jurisdiction,  but  he  must  also  be  the  protector 
of  the  labourer.  An  honest,  industrious  immigrant,  sent  over  by  the  government 
agent,  and  willing  to  perform  a  fair  day's  work  for  the  stipulated  wages,  has  a  right 
to  obtain  them,  or,  in  default,  to  be  sent  home  free  of  expense. 

The  agent  for  the  colony  is  responsible  for  the  supply  of  fit  emigrants,  if  there- 
fore, he  sends  to  Trinidad  such  as  are  incapable  of  work,  the  blame  for  so  doing 
must  be  thrown  upon  him. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  STANLEY. 

Lieut.-Governor  Sir  Henry  MacLeod, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 
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No. 

1.  Governor  MacGregor  to  Lord  John  Russell  . 

2.  Governor  MacGregor  to  Lord  John  Russell  • 

3.  Governor  MacGregor  to  Lord  John  Russell  • 

4.  Lord  John  Russell  to  Governor  MacGregor  . 

5.  Governor  MacGregor  to  Lord  John  Russell  . 

6.  Lieutenant-Grovemor  Darling  to  Lord  John 

Russell. 

7.  Lieutenant-Governor  Darling  to  Lord  John 

Russell. 

8.  Lord  Stanley  to  Lieutenant-Grovernor  Darling 

9.  Lieutenant-Governor  Darling  to  Lord  John 

Russell. 

10.  Lieutenant-Grovemor  Darling  to  Lord  John 

Russell. 

11.  Lieutenant-Governor  Darling  to  Lord  John 

Russell. 

12.  Lord  Stanley  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Darling 


13.  Lieutenant-Governor  Darling  to  Lord  Stanley. 

14.  Lieutenant-Governor  Darling  to  Lord  Stanley 

15.  Lieutenant-Governor  Darling  to  Lord  Stanley 

16.  Lieutenant-Governor  Darling  to  Lord  Stanley 

17.  Lieutenant-Governor  Darling  to  Lord  Stanley 


Date. 

1841. 
Feb.  23    . 

March  24  • 

May  3      . 

June  25    . 

June  5 

July  1      . 

Oct.  30  . 

Aug.  10  . 

Oct.  2 

Oct.  25  . 

1842. 
Jan.  26 


1841. 
Oct.  26 


Nov.  27  . 

Nov.  29  . 

Dec.  16  . 

1842. 

Jan.' 29  . 
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(No.  11.)  No.  1. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  Murray  MacGregor,  Bart., 

to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  February  23,  1841.  No.1. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your  Lordship  the  accompanying       lo  Feb.  i84i. 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-colonel  Everard,  administering  the  Government     ^ith^^'R^wg. 

of  St.  Lucia,  and  of  reports  of  the  special  magistrates  of  that  island,  for  the  month  — 

of  January  last. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  E.  J.  MURRAY  MACGREGOR,  Governor. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  198.)  Enclosure  in  No.  1. 

Sir,  St.  Lucia,  February  10,  1841.  EncL  in  No.  1. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward,  for  your  Excellency's  information,  copies  of  the  reports        Nos.  1  to  5. 
of  the  special  justices  for  the  month  of  January. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  M.  Everard,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 

His  Excellency  Sir  £.  J.  M.  MacGregor,  Bart.,  administering  the  Grovemment. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
E.  J.  Murray  MacGregor,  Governor. 


No.  1. 
Sir,  Castries,  February  2,  1841. 

In  forwarding  my  report  as  special  justice  of  the  First  Dbtrict  for  the  month  of  January 
I  have  the  honour  to  state  tnat  there  has  been  no  change  since  my  last  report.  The  crop  is 
commenced  everywhere ;  the  canes  took  well,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  an  abundant  crop. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  G.  Laffitte,  Special  Justice,  First  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 


copy 
\,  Chie 


J.  H.  Jennings,  Chief  Clerk,  Government  OflSce. 


No.  2. 

Sir  Gro8  Islet,  Second  District,  February  3,  1841. 

In  the  Second  District  there  are  13  sugar  estates,  12  of  which  are  in  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  On  all  of  these  the  "  taking  off"  the  crop  is  proceeding  briskly,  and  I  hear  few 
or  no  complaints  of  a  scarcity  of  labourers.  The  scale  of  wages  paid  for  ordinary  and  extra 
labour  is  higher  in  this  than  in  the  Fifth  District,  from  which  I  have  been  lately  removed. 

The  supply  of  ground  provisions  is  abundant ;  the  season  is  peculiarly  favourable,  and  the 
canes  planted  for  the  year  1842  progressing  rapidly. 

Since  the  revision  of  the  local  ordinance,  providing  relief  for  the  poor,  and  the  establishment 
of  the  asylum  for  the  reception  of  the  destitute,  only  nine  warrants  nave  been  granted  to  appli- 
cants resident  in  this  district ;  of  those  two  are  for  admission  into  the  asylum,  the  remaining 
seven  according  a  limited  out-door  relief 

At  a  court  held  on  the  15th  ultimo,  there  were  few  cases  for  trial :  one  a  charge  of  assault 

S  2 
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ST.  LUCIA        dismissed^  not  proven ;  and  two  labourers^  or  rather  vagrants,  on  an  accusation  of  theft,  both> 
—  of  whom  were  committed  for  trial  before  the  criminal  court. 

I  hsLve,  &c. 
(Signed)  JAiiiiis  V.  Drtsdale,  Special  Justice,  Second  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
J.  H.  Jennings,  Chief  Clerk,  Government  Office. 


No.  3. 
Sir,  Soufriere,  February  8,  1841. 

I  AM  happy  on  being  able  to  report  favourably  of  the  general  state  of  the  Third  Dis- 
trict for  the  montii  of  January. 

There  has  not  been  occasion  to  hold  a  court  of  petit  sessions  during  the  month;  the 
labourers,  as  a  body,  are  working  in  an  orderly  and  cheerful  manner ;  although,  as  usual,  a 
few  isolated  cases  of  misunderstanding  have  occurred,  but  which  I  have  never  failed  to  arrange 
amicably.  The  sugar  crop  is  now  fairly  commenced,  and  although  dry  weather  somewhat 
damped  the  spirits  of  the  proprietors  in  the  early  part  of  the  month,  the  late  rains  have 
renewed  their  hopes.  In  fact,  the  young  plantations  never  promised  better,  and  I  am  happy 
to  add,  that  the  coffee  proprietors  bid  fair  to  make  up  for  last  year's  deficiency. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  Charles  Bennett,  Special  Justice,  Third  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
J.  H.  Jennings,  Chief  Clerk,  Government  Office. 


No.  4. 

Sir,  ,  Vieux  Fort,  St.  Lucia,  Feburuary  1,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  in  the  Fourth  District  no  occurrence  of  import- 
ance affecting  the  labouring  population  has  taken  place  during  [the  previous  month.  My 
arrival  in  this  district  is  so  recent,  and  the  duties  devolving  on  me  have  been  so  numerous  that 
I  am  unable,  at  this  date,  to  make  to  his  Excellency  such  a  Report  as  to  the  state  of  affairs 
as  I  deem  necessary  and  proper.  I,  however,  trust  and  believe  that  the  experience  of  another 
month  will  render  me  penectly  competent  to  do  so.  In  the  mean  time,  I  beg  to  state,  that  I 
have  repeatedly  on  dui.y  visited  every  part  of  the  district,  have  had  few  complaints,  either  from 
employers  or  employed,  and  have  efi&cted  numerous  arrangements  between  proprietors  and 
amcultural  labourers  for  the  cultivation  of  [canes  in  halves.  At  the  particular  instance  of  the 
liu)ourers  I  have  myself  personally  in  every  case  drawn  out  the  agreements  in  duplicate, 
according  to  the  form  subjoined.  On  the  merits  of  this  system  I  may  find  it  necessary  to 
dilate  at  greater  length  in  my  next  Report. 

The  rate  of  wages  is,  I  believe,  lower  in  this  district  than  in  any  other  of  the  colony^ 
two  livres  only  per  diem  being  given  on  estates  to  each  effective  labourer.  Something  extra 
is  of  course  allowed  in  crop  time,  but  circumstances  vary  the  amount;  medical  attendance  is 
not  furnished  by  the  proprietors. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  A.  C.  Colquhoun,  Special  Justice,  Fourth  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen, 
&c        &c,        &c 


Form  of  Agreement  between  proprietors  and  labourers,  for  the  cultivation  of  canes  in  halves. 

[Date.]     It  is  agreed  upon  between  the  undersigned,  A.  B.,  proprietor  of 
estate,  on  the  one  part,  and  C.  D.,  labourer,  of  the  other  part,  that  the  said  C.  D.  shall  cultivate 
in  canes  certain  Isolds  on  estate,  as  shall  be  pointed  out  by  the  said  A.  B.  more 

particularly ;  the  canes  when  ripe  to  be  cut,  carried  to,  and  manufactured  into  sugar  at  the 
works  of  estate ;  the  expense  of  such  cutting,  carriage,  and  manufacture,  to  be 

deducted  from  the  gross  proceeds  of  the  sugar,  afler  which  deduction,  the  remaining  balance 
to  be  equally  divided  between  the  proprietor  of  estate,  and  the  said  C.  D.,  whose 

signatures  are  affixed  below. 

(Signed)  A.  B. 

C.  D. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  agreement  was  duly  executed  before  me,  after  having  been 
fully  explained  to  the  parties. 


(True  Copies.) 
J.  H.  Jennings,  Chief  Clerk,  Government  Office. 


A.  C.  C,  Special  Justice. 
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No.  5. 
Sir,  Vieux  Fort,  February  1,  1841. 

I  HAVB  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  that  agreeably  to  his  Excellency's  instructions,  I  have  taken  charge  of  the  Fifth 
District,  visited  afl  the  estates  therein  situated,  and  that  tranquillity  reigns  throughout. 

No  cases  were  brought  before  the  Court  of  Petty  Sesmcms,  or  the  special  justice  individually 
during  the  month  of  January. 

The  rates  of  wages  are  as  follows  : — 

Quarter  of  Mioond — 

Labourers  of  1st  class,  3  livres  per  day. 

„  2d  class,  2  livres,  10  sols  per  day. 

„  3d  class,  2  livres  per  day. 

Quarters  of  Praslin  and  Dennery — 

Labourers  of  1st  class,  4  livres  per  day. 
„  2d  class,  3  livres  per  day, 

and  when  employed  during;  crop  time,  one  Hvre  additional  is  allowed  for  extra  work  per  day. 

Medical  attendance  is  cmowed  at  the  expense  of  the  proprietor  to  the  labourers  employed  on 
the  Canelle  and  Troumassee  estates. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  James  Johnston,  Special  Justice,  Fifth  District 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
J.  H.  Jennings,  Chief  Clerk,  Government  Office. 


8T.  LUCIA. 


(No.  20.)  No.  2. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  Murray  MacGregor,  Bart. 

to  Lord  JcHN  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  March  24,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your  Lordship  the  accompanying 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Graydon,  administering  the  Government 
of  Lucia,  and  of  reports  of  the  special  magistrates  of  that  island  for  the  month 
of  February  last. 

(Signed)  E.  J.  MURRAY  MACGREGOR,  Governor. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  2. 

5  March,  1841. 
No.  8. 

5. 


(No.  8.)  Enclosure  in  No.  2. 

Sir,  St.  Lucia,  March  15,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward,  for  your  Excellency's  information,  copies  of  the  reports 
of  the  stipendiary  magistrates  for  the  month  of  February. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  G.  Graydon,  Lieutenant-colonel 

administering  the  Government. 

His  Excellency  Sir  E.  J.  M.  MacGrbgor,  Bart., 
&c.  &c.  &. 

(True  Copy.) 
E.  J.  M.  MacGregor,  Governor. 


No.  1. 


Sir, 


Castries,  March  2,  1841. 
In  forwarding  my  report,  as  special  justice  of  the  First  District,  for  the  month  of 
February,  I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  the  crop  on  the  respective  estates  is  generally  ad- 
vanced, and  in  this  district  there  are  sufficient  labourers  to  the  demand ;  in  all  other  respects 
there  has  been  no  change  since  last  month. 

I  have,  &c., 

(Signed)  G.  Laffitte,  Special  Justice,  First  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


£ne1.  in  No.  2. 
Nos.  1  to  5. 
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II.  menu  No.  2. 

"■*•  Sir,  Gros  Islet,  Second  District,  March  2,  1841. 

Th^  report  of  this  district  for  the  month  of  February,  whidi  I  have  now  the  honour 
to  submit,  presents  no  topic  of  marked  interest. 

Seven  warrants  for  Hmited  out-door  relief  from  the  poor  &iQd,  haye  been  granted  during  the 
month,  making  a  total  nuaiber  of  14  paupers  of  this  <fistrict  receiving  pecuniary  rdiief  from 
the  colony,  at  the  very  moderate  expense  of  56  Uvres  per  week. 

Want  of  rain  is  a  general  complaint  throughout  the^  quarter,  and  on  one  or  two  estates  the 
progress  of  su^ar  making  has  been  temporarily  arrested,  from  the  scanty  supply  of  water  for 
the  working  of  the  mills. 

A  few  occasional  morning  showers  have  aided  to  sustain  the  struggling  vegetation  of  the 
young  canes,  which  are  suffering  much  from  the  drought. 

Ground  provisions  continue  abundant,  and  consequently  cheap. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  J.  V.  Drysdale,  Special  Justice,  Second  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
J.  H.  Jennings,  Chief  Clerk,  Government  OflSce. 


No.  3. 
Sir,  Soufriere,' March  8,  1841. 

I  AM  happy  in  being  enabled  to  report  favourably  of  the  Third  District  for  the  month  of 
February  instant.  The  labourers  are  working  very  steadily,  and  the  sugar  estates  are  getting 
on  pretty  fairly  with  their  crops.  The  coffee  properties,  where  at  this  season  little  is  doing, 
have  shown  a  most  luxuriant  blossom,  and  have  not  for  many  seasons  given  such  good  promise 
for  the  forthcoming  harvest.  There  has  not  been  occasion  to  hold  a  court  of  "  Petty  Sesmns  " 
during  the  month.  I  regret,  however,  to  say  that,  as  justice  of  the  peace,  I  have  been  com- 
pelled to  punish  three  labourers  for  a  wanton  theft  of  ground  provisions,  and  have  had  some 
trouble  with  the  Piroguemen  men  of  this  town.  The  average  rate  of  wages  is  now  four  bits 
(1^.  3d.  sterhng)  per  diem  for  able-bodied  persons.; 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  Charles  Bennett,  Stipendiary  Magirtrate,  Third  District, 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Colonial  Secretary, 

&c.  8cc,  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
J.  H,  Jennings,  Chief  Cherk,  Government  OflSce. 


No.  4. 

Sir,  Vieux  Fort,  Saint  Lucia,  March  1,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  to  you,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, that  a  peaceable  and  prosperous  state  of  agricultural  affairs^  similar  to  that 
reported  to  you  in  my  official  communication  of  1st  ultimo,  has  prevailed  in  this  district, 
during  the  month  just  ended.  Although,  as  then  stated  by  me,  the  wages  given  to  the  labouring 
population  are  less  in  amount  than  those  accorded  by  the  proprietors  and  employers  in  other 
districts,  yet,  I  have  in  no  instance  found  this  deficiency  to  aflFect  materially  that  harmony  and 
proper  feeling  which  should  ever  actuate  the  one  party  towards  the  other.  On  the  part  of  the 
proprietors,  I  may  say  that  the  diminished  rate  of  wages  which  they  give,  is  not  attributable 
to  any  want  of  liberality,  but  is  compulsory  on  them  from  the  impoverished  and  unproductive 
nature  of  the  soil  in  this  district,  which  renders  them  unable  to  compete  with  other  employers 
more  favourably  located.  On  the  part  of  the  labourers,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  they  axe 
actuated  in  their  general  steadiness  and  good  conduct  as  much  by  the  kindly  feeling  evinced 
towards  them,  with  few  exceptions,  by  their  employers,  as  by  any  natal  ties  or  ancient  recol- 
lections binding  them  to  the  soil.  And  I  may,  without  presumption,  predict  that  when  things 
have  settled  down,  as  they  are  now  progressively  doing,  ample  proof  will  be  aflTorded  that 
emancipation  has  multiplied,  in  this  district,  the  amount  of  productive  labour. 

An  excellent  practice  prevails  here,  worthy  of  adoption,  in  my  opinion,  not  only  in  other 
districts  of  this  colony,  but  also  in  other  islands, — I  allude  to  the  cultivation  of  canes  in 
halves  between  proprietors  and  labourers,  the  expense  of  manufacture  being  deducted  from 
the  gross  proceeds,  and  the  remaining  balance  equally  divided  between  the  contracting 
parties. 

To  this  quarter  in  particular  such  a  system  is  peculiarly  adapted,  as  the  soil  is  such  that 
provisions,  excepting  manioc,  are  far  from  abundant,  and,  even  if  they  were  so,  there  is  no 
market  near  to  ensure  their  profitable  disposal  But,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  culti- 
vation of  one  acre  of  canes  is  a  far  more  simple  undertaking  than  the  cultivation  of  an  acre  of 
manioc,  whilst  the  revenue  to  be  derived  from  the  former  is  incalculably  beyond  what  could 
be  hoped  for  from  the  latter,  my  meaning  will,  I  trust,  be  obvious,  and  the  aa vantages  of  such 
a  system  granted.  It  has  also  the  good  eflfect  of  teaching  the  labourers  the  paramount  im- 
portance and  necessity  of  cane  cultivation,  and  must  contribute,  in  no  small  degree,  to  attach 
them  to  the  soil,  and  will  ensure  to  proprietors  the  certainty  of  continuous  labour,  a  want  of 
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which  I  under&Uad  to  be  the  prevailing  complaint  in  Jamaieaand  somt  other  colonies.    It       8T»^EU€IA. 
ought  to  be  understood^  that  the  cultivation  I  speak  of  is  kept  up  by  the  labourers  only  on  "" 

Saturdays^  and  at  such  hours  as  they  may  not  be  engaged  in  carrying  on  the  usual  routine 
work  of  the  estates  where  they  are  located. 

There  are  ako  nvnibers  of  able-bodied  labourers,  residing  in  the  villages  and  settlements 
contiguous  to  sugar  estates,  who  never  attempted  cane  cultivation  during  the  terms  of  slavery 
or  apprenticeship,  but  who  now  cultivate  lai^ely  on  the  plan  above  described,  and  this  is  a 
germ  which  will,  I  hope,  ere  long  bring  forth  good  fruit. 

I  have  had  to  settle  not  a  few  trivial  disputes  and  misunderstandings  between  labourers 
themselves,  incidental  to  a  class  naturally  so  irritable,  jealous,  and  susceptible;  these  are 
blemishes,  but  I  am  equally  ready  to  bear  my  testimony  to  the  many  virtues  which  constitute 
the  bright  side  of  their  character. 

In  such  cases  as  have  come  before  me  between  employers  and  labourers  I  have  generally 
been  able,  by  advice  and  conciliation,  to  effect  a  mutual  understanding  without  bavin?  recourse 
to  law ;  the  only  exception  is  the  case,  a  synopsis  of  which  is  subjoined.  On  it  1  did  not 
sit  alone,  but  was  associated  with  two  magistrates — one  special  the  other  local.  I  notice  the 
case  more  particularly,  in  consequence  of  the  decision  come  to  by  the  Court  of  Petty  Sessions 
having  been  quashed  in  toto  by  his  Honour  the  Chief  Justice,  on  appeal  brought  before  the 
Royal  Court,  for  the  following  reasons,  viz. : — ^that  the  person  complained  of  was  a  mere  agent 
and  not  responsible  for  putting  into  execution  the  illegal  orders  of  his  employers,  who  should 
have  been  proceeded  against ;  and  also,  forasmuch  as  the  Court  of  Petty  Sessions  gave  a 
criminal  judfgment  in  a  civil  action.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  view  taken  of  the  law  by 
his  Honour  the  Chief  Justice  is  correct ;  and  I  merely  mention  the  circumstances  to  point  out 
the  hardship  of  the  case,  in  which  a  man  who  had  committed  a  most  illegal  and  oppressive 
act  escaped  with  impunity  because  the  Order  in  Council  gives  the  magistrates  no  discretionary 
power  in  the  disposal  of  tne  penalty,  but  directs  that  it  shall  be  paid  to  the  party  complaining 
in  shape  of  compensation.  Had  the  Court  of  Petty  Sessions  given  the  penalty  to  the  com- 
plainant no  appeal  could  have  been  brought ;  but,  as  the  complainant  had  suffered  no  loss  in 
property,  this  was  not  done,  lest  it  might  tempt  other  ignorant  people  to  be  forward  in  bringing 
complaints.  But  to  mark  our  sense  of  the  illegality  and  oppressive  nature  of  the  offence,  we 
inflicted  on  the  defendant  a  penalty  of  ten  dollars,  and,  as  it  appears,  impropeiiy,  but  wkh 
the  best  intentions,  directed  that  it  should  be  paid  to  the  colony. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signt^d)  A.  C.  Colquhoun,  Special  Justice,  Fourth  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c»  &c.  &c. 

Court  of  Petty  Sessions  held  at  Vieux   Fort,   February  2,    1841,  before  Special 
Justices  Colquhoun  and  Bennett,  and  Dremil>  J. P. 

Marie  Claire,  a  labourer  on  River  Doree  Estate,  versus  John  Inglis,  overseer  on  the  same 
property,  for  illegal  ejection,  and  throwing  all  her  effects  and  furniture  on  the  public  road. 

The  complaint  was  clearly  proved  by  witnesses  and  the  admission  of  the  defendant ;  who 
stated,  however,  that  he  was  merely  obeying  the  orders  of  his  employer.  It  was  clearly 
explained  to  him  that  no  orders  of  his  employer  could  justify  him  in  the  performance  of  an 
illegal  action,  and  he  was  condemned  to  pay  to  the  colony  a  fine  often  dollars. 

The  judgment  was  appealed  from,  and  reversed  by  the  Royal  Court. 

(True  Copies.) 
J.  H.  Jennings,  Cnief  Clerk,  Government  Office. 


No.  5. 
Sir,  Vieux  Port,  March  2, 1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  that  no  case  was  brought  for  adjudication  before  the  Court  of  Petty  Sessions,  nor 
was  any  complaint  preferred  before  me  in  the  Fifth  District,  during  the  month  of  February. 
No  change  has  taken  place  since  my  last  report. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  Johnson,  Special  Justice,  Fifth  DistrKt. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Ccmy.) 
J.  H.  Jennings,  Chief  Clerk,  Government  Office. 


(No.  26.)  No.  3. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  Murray  MacGrboor,  Bart, 

to  Lord  John  Russeix. 
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ST.  LUCIA.      Despatch  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Graydon,  together  with  reports  from  the 
20  April.  1841.      special  magistrates  of  St.  Lucia  for  the  month  of  March  last. 

(Signed)  E.  J.  MURRAY  MACGREGOR,  Governor. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


ft. 


Enclo8ur&  in  No.  3. 
End.  in  No.  3.     Sir,  St.  Lucia,  April  20,  1841. 

No«  7  to  5,  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward,  for  your  Excellency*8  information,  copies  of  the  reports 

of  the  stipendiary  magistrates  for  the  month  of  March. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)  George  Gratdon,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 

administering  the  Government. 

His  Excellency  Sir  £.  J.  M.  MAcGregor,  Bart., 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
E.  J.  Murray  MacGrbgor,  Gh>vernor. 


No.  1. 

Sir,  Special  Justices'  Office,  Castries,  April  3,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  my  report  as  special  justice.  First  District,  for 
the  month  of  March.  The  crop  is  advancing  rapidly,  and  yielding  a  much  larger  return  than 
was  even  anticipated;  and  during  the  last  fortnight  there  have  b^n  some  refreshing  showers 
hiffhly  beneficial  to  the  young  canes  for  next  year's  crop. 

I  have  also  the  honoiu*  to  state,  for  his  Excellency's  information,  that  during  the  past 
month  I  have  held  two  coroner*s  inquests ;  the  first  on  a  male  child  of  about  two  years  old, 
on  which  the  jury  found  a  verdict  of  wilful  murder  against  some  person  or  persons  unknown. 
I  immediately  forwarded  the  depositions  to  the  attomey-^neral ;  and,  since  then,  four  persons 
have  been  arrested  and  lodged  in  gaol,  suspected  of  bemg  parties  concerned  in  the  murder. 
It  is  generally  supposed  that  this  unfortunate  infant  has  been  murdered  for  the  purpose  of  the 
abommable  and  superstitious  practice  of  sorcery,  his  private  and  other  parts  of  his  person 
having  been  removed. 

In  the  other  inquest  the  jury  found  a  verdict  of  natural  death. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  G.  Laffittb,  Special  Justice,  First  District. 

(True  Copy.) 
J.  H.  Jennings,  Chief  Clerk,  Government  Office. 


No.  2.    . 

Sir,  Gros  Islet,  Second  Dbtrict,  April  2, 1 841. 

In  the  absence  of  any  particular  iudicial  report  for  the  month  <^  March,  I  beg  leave  to 
submit,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Grovemory  a  few  fiicts  tending  to 
show  the  present  advanced  state  of  cultivation  in  the  colony  compared  with  the  past  year,  as 
also  to  prove  that  the  Act  of  Emancipation  has  been  a  source  of  advantage  and  benefit,  as  well 
to  the  landed  proprietor  as  to  the  labourer  who  tills  the  soiL 

I  may  premise  that  the  observations  made  are  mainly  directed  to  the  state  of  the  Second 
District,  although  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  the  same  are  appUcable  to  almost  every  other 
district  of  the  island. 

1st.  The  labourer  has  become  more  industrious,  and  continued  labour  is  more  firequent  this 
season  than  it  was  the  last  year. 

2nd.  The  labourer  appreciates  the  advantages  of  freedom,  and  endeavours  to  secure  his 
independence  by  the  purchase  of  a  few  acres  of  land  (or  hires  the  same  at  an  annual  lease) 
whereon  he  may  establish  himself  and  family,  free  from  those  restrictions  and  obligations  im- 
posed on  or  expected  from  the  occupants  of  the  huts  on  estates.  He  has  lost  much  of  that 
prejudice  and  suspicion  formerly  so  attached  to  his  character,  and  now  feels  confident  in  his 
freedom,  and  conscious  of  his  rights  under  the  protection  and  support  of  the  magistrates,  to 
whom  he  always  resorts  in  cases  of  doubt  or  oppression  for  counsel  or  defence. 

3rd.  The  general  conduct  of  the  labouring  class  has  improved,  crime  has  dimini^ed,  and 
petty  misdemeanours  are  by  no  means  of  as  frequent  occurrence  as  formerly. 

4th.  Marriage  amongst  the  emancipated  labourers  is  more  resorted  to,  and  more  attention 
is  paid  to  the  early  and  regular  baptism  of  their  children. 

5th.  Owing  to  the  high  wages  given  to  the  labourer,  and  the  facility  with  which  ground 
provisions  of  every  description  are  raised,  many  have  it  in  their  power  to  amass  little  fortunes ; 
and  I  am  aware  of  one  instance  in  this  district  of  a  labourer  who,  by  his  own  industry  alone, 
has  realized  a  sum  above  three  hundred  pounds  sterling.     In  fact,  it  is  no  uncommon  sight  to 
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see  well-behaved  labourers  riding  to  town  on  horses,  their  own  property,  while  the  milch  cow       ST.  LUCIA. 
and  the  fatted  pig  are  inseparable  from  the  dwelling  of  the  steady  industrious  labourer.  — — 

6th.  The  education  of  their  children  has  not  been  altogether  overlooked,  although  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  means  of  education  are  not  more  within  their  reach,  the  schools  of  the  Mico 
Charity  being  the  only  public  places  of  instruction,  and  these  often  established  at  a  con- 
siderable distance. 

These  are  a  few  traits  of  the  moral  advancement  which  has  been  effected  by  the  system  of 
free  labour ;  and  the  most  casual  observer  cannot  have  failed  to  notice  the  physical  improve- 
ment in  the  personal  dress  and  deportment,  and  general  domestic  comfort  of  the  independent 
labourer  since  the  month  of  August,  1838. 

The  eye  of  the  traveller  is  no  longer  ofiended  by  the  aspect  of  the  wretched  victim  of 
disease  and  misery,  clothed  in  the  garb  of  an  abandoned  slave,  but  the  better  feelings  of  our 
nature  are  gratified  by  the  pleasing  sight  of  the  well-dressed,  contented,  and  grateful  labourer^ 
contributing  his  quota  of  daily  toil  for  the  benefit  of  all,  and  for  his  own  elevation,  as  a  new- 
bom  freeman. 

The  ultimate  gain  of  the  proprietor  of  the  soil  as  a  consequence  of  the  substitution  of  free  in 
lieu  ct  slave  labour,  has  ever  been  lost  sight  of  or  undervalued,  and  the  temporary  deprivation 
of  continued  labour,  contingent  on  the  accomplishment  of  a  measure  of  such  magnitude,  was 
exas^gerated  and  magnified  into  an  importance  which  it  never  truly  did  possess. 

Ihe  following  facts  may  serve  to  convince  that  the  proprietor  has  not  suffered  greatly  by 
the  measure  of  emancipation,  for  it  appears  that  cultivation  of  the  staple  product  of  ue  island, 
instead  of  receding,  has  advanced,  while  the  expense  of  production  (on  some  estates)  is  in  a 
great  measure  denrayed  by  a  revenue  from  a  source  hitherto  unavailable.  I  allude  to  the 
renting  of  lots  of  lana  to  the  labourers,  a  plan  certainly  at  the  option  of  all,  from  the  immense 
tracts  of  waste  land  attached  to  the  several  properties. 

One  proprietor  in  this  district  so  hires  upwards  of  six  hundred  acres  to  labourers  and  other 
settlers,  receiving  an  annual  rental  of  more  than  four  hundred  pounds  sterling,  while  the  same 
system  is  pretty  generally  adopted  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  m  the  several  quarters  of  the 
island. 

Many  planters  were  averse  to,  and  many  objections  were  urged  against  the  system  of  hiring 
out  the  waste  lands  to  the  labourers,  lest  it  should  induce  them  to  abandon  the  cultivation  of 
the  cane  altogether ;  but  experience  has  proved  that  it  has  not  had  this  dreaded  effect,  and 
that  it  is  to  tne  advantage  of  continued  and  extensive  cultivation  of  the  large  sugar  estates  that 
the  labourers  should  be  encouraged  to  locate  in  their  vicinity. 

Many  proprietors  also,  to  encourage  ^ood  labourers,  and  induce  them  to  settle  in  their 
neighbourhood,  have  adopted  the  expedient  of  working  considerable  fields  of  canes  in  shares 
with  one  or  more  such  labourers,  the  labourer  undertaking  to  cultivate  in  canes  and  keep  in 
proper  cultivation  a  certain  quantity  of  land  at  his  own  individual  cost,  the  proprietor 
receiving  as  his  free  share  from  one-half  to  two-thirds  of  the  sugar  made,  as  the  case  nuy  be. 
Here  then  is  another  gain  or  revenue  which  never  existed  in  the  days  of  slavery,  the  planter 
being  no  longer  required  by  law  to  provide  for  the  clothing,  lodging,  and  medical  attendance 
of  his  labourers,  payment  of  capitation  taxes,  &c. 

That  the  cultivation  of  the  cane  has  not  diminished  is  evident  on  the  face  of  every  estate, 
some  of  them  having  augmented  considerably  their  cane-fidds,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Union, 
Corinthe,  and  Choc  estates  of  this  district,  where  from  40  to  60  acres  have  been  added  to  the 
cultivated  land  since  the  <abolition  of  slavery. 

The  present  crop  is  so  advanced  as  in  some  instances  already  to  equal  the  crop  of  last  year, 
while  on  all  the  estates  there  is  every  expectation  as  to  its  surpassing  by  fully  one  half  the 
amount  of  produce  made  last  season. 

The  crop  of  the  Choc  estate  last  year  amounted  to  78  large  hogsheads ;  at  this  date  50 
have  been  already  manufieuitured. 

On  the  Union  estate,  the  crop  of  last  year  was  84  large  hogsheads ;  they  have  now  made 
upwards  of  60. 

The  crop  made  last  year  on  the  Corinthe  estate  was  55  hogsheads ;  at  this  date  there  is 
already  made  above  60,  while  it  is  confidently  anticipated  that  this  is  no  more  than  half  crop. 

At  least  a  third  more  would  have  been  now  manufactured  had  not  the  operations  of  the 
planter  been  suspended,  owing  to  the  continuance  of  very  dry  weather,  and  the  consequent 
inability  to  work  the  water-milis. 

On  other  estates  throughout  the  district  the  same  is  the  case,  as  to  the  actual  manufacture 
and  prospect  of  the  crop. 

On  the  1st  April,  1840,  there  had  been  shipped  198  hogsheads  13  tierces  67  barrels  ;  the 
same  date  this  year  tliere  have  been  shipped  718  hogsheads  13  tierces  199  barrels;  making  a 
difference  in  favour  of  this  season  of  no  less  than  5^  hogsheads  3  tierces  132  barrels ;  while 
there  is  now  in  port  four  large  vessels  with  considerable  poition  of  their  homeward  cargo 
already  on  board. 

In  addition  to  which,  it  must  be  stated  that  at  this  moment  there  is  a  very  large  quantity  of 
produce  on  the  estates  which  has  not  been  brought  from  the  country,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
transport,  the  number  of  small  coasting  vessels  being  too  few  for  the  demand ;  and,  indeed, 
several  of  the  best  estates  in  the  island  not  having  as  yet  embarked  a  single  hogshead. 

On  a  review  of  the  facts  here  detailed,  I  respectfully  venture  to  express  a  hope  that  his 
Excellency  Colonel  Graydon  may  coincide  with  mo  in  considering  the  present  aspect  of  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  island  as  favourable,  and  the  future  prospects  of  both  employer 
and  labourer  as  encouraging. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor  that  a  coroner*s 
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ST.  LUCIA.       inquest  was  held  in  this  district  on  the  17th  of  March,  on  view  of  the  body  of  a  woman  of 
colour  named  Clair,  when  a  verdict  of  suicide  by  poisoning  was  rendered  by  th«  jury. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  J.  V.  Drtsdale,  Special  Justice,  Second  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
J.  H.  Jennings,  Chief  Clerk  Gbvemment  Office. 


(Extract.)  No.  3. 

Sir,  SoufriJre,  April  10,  1841. 

I  haVb  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  during  the  month  of  March  the  following 
eases  were  brought  before  the  Court  of  Petit  Sessions  for  the  Third  District 

Julie  (female  hhourer)  versus  Rene  Boucher.?— In  this  ease  defendant,  upon  the  okareBt 
testimony,  was  convicted  of  striking  Julie  and  of  refusing  to  pay  a  month's  wages  due  to  Julie, 
as  labourer  on  defendant's  estate,  and  was  consequently  senteneed  to  pay  a  fine  of  40  livros  for 
the  assault,  and  to  pay  the  wages  due  to  Julie. 

Rene  Boucher  ver^u^  Yoyo. — ^The  plaintiff  in  this  case  making  oath  that  he  dreaded  personal 
injury  and  injury  to  his  property,  at  the  hands  of  the  defendant,  the  latter  was  ordered  to  find 
bail  to  keep  the  peace  towards  plaintiff  and  all  other  subjects  of  Her  Majesty. 

L^andre  versus  Rene  de  Bernard. — ^This  was  a  question  respecting  the  produce  of  a  cow, 
given  by  defendant  to  plaintiff  to  take  care  of, — half  profits  of  the  animal  to  be  plaintiff's 
reward.     This  case  was  referred  by  the  Court  to  arbitration. 

Godfrey  Cauvin  versus  Jean  Diamond. — In  this  affair,  as  defendant  had  not  at  all  fulfilled 
the  conditions  he  made  with  G.  Cauvin,  on  taking  a  carree  of  land  from  the  latter,  the  Court 
granted  a  writ  of  ejectment. 

Jean  Louis  Birmingham  versus  Le  Curieux  Chalon. — In  this  case  the  majority  of  the  Court 
referred  the  plaintiff  to  a  superior  tribunal,  deeming  the  case  beyond  the  competence  d  the 
Court  of  Petit  Sessions. 

Guy  de  Mareil  versus  Louisay. — A  writ  of  ejectment  was  granted  by  the  Court  in  this  case, 
inasmuch  as   the  defendant  was  convicted  of  habitually  working    on   other  estates  than 

plaintiff's. 

»  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

With  respect  to  the  case  of  Jean  Louis  Birmingham  versus  Le  Curieux  Chalon,  I  differed 
totally  from  my  two  colleagues  on  the  Bench.  The  facts  of  the  case  are  these : — Birmingham, 
who  is  a  negro  emigrant  from  Dominica,  has  for  the  last  two  years  been  doing  work  of  all 
kinds  on  the  different  estates  in  this  part  of  the  island,  contracted  lately  with  Mr.  Chalon  to 
work  on  the  Jalousie  estate.  He  built  on  this  estate  a  moffass  house,  and  holed  and  planted 
a  certain  quantity  of  land,  for  which  he  claimed  about  200  dollars.  He  had  received  a  certain 
sum  on  account,  and  the  balance,  which  Birmingham  alleged  to  be  about  80  dollars,  was  the 
subject  of  dispute.  Mr.  Chalon  was  quite  as  anxious  as  Jean  Louis  to  have  the  matter  settled, 
and  both  parties  appeared  before  the  Court.  My  colleagues  were  of  opinion  that  the  matter 
was  too  great  for  the  Court  of  Petty  Sessions  to  decide  upon,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  superior 
Court  Now,  Sir,  I  am  very  anxious  to  bring  this  case  to  the  notice  of  Us  Excellency  Colonel 
Graydon,  inasmudi  as,  should  the  opinion  of  my  two  colleagues  in  this  affair  be  correct,  viz., 
that  the  Court  of  Petty  Sessions  has  not  power  to  adjudicate  between  employer  and  labourer 
in  cases  where  the  amount  in  dispute  exceeds  the  value  of  a  doubloon,  immense  inconvenieiice 
and  loss  will  ensue  to  the  labouring  classes.  Without  entering  into  the  merits  of  Birmingham's 
particular  case,  the  reference  to  the  Superior  Court  of  Castries  amounts  nearly  to  a  prombition 
of  his  claim ;  he  is  an  ignorant  and  uneducated  man,  and  has  neither  time  nor  money  to  carry 
his  affair  to  Castries.  I  therefore  humbly,  but  earnestly,  beg  his  Excellency's  directions  as  to 
the  competency  of  the  Court  of  Petit  Sessions  in  such  like  cases. 

I  am  happy  in  being  able  to  report  that  the  work  on  the  sugar  estates  in  this  district  has 
been  going  on  very  fairly  this  month,  and  that  the  coffee  properties  for  many  years  have  not 
shown  so  good  a  promise  for  the  coming  crop. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  Charles  Bennett,  Special  Justice,  Third  District 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
J.  H.  Jennings,  Chief  Clerk,  Government  OfSce. 


No.  4. 
Sir,  Vieux  Fort,  St.  Lucia,  April  1,  1841. 

SiNCB  the  date  of  mv  last  c^cial  report,  which  I  had  the  honour  to  address  to  you  for 
the  information  of  his  Excellency  Lieutenant-Colonel  Graydon,  nothing  calling  for  particular 
comment  has  occurred  in  this  district.     It  cannot  prpve  otherwise  than  satisfactory  to  bis  Excel- 
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Uiocy  to  learn  that  the  same  orderly  aod  industrioue  deportment  on  the  part  of  the  agricultural       ST.  LUCIA. 
labourers^  and  good  understanding  between  them  and  their  employers,  which  I  described  as  — — 

existing  at  the  period  of  my  previous  report,  has  since  then  continued,  and  still  continues, 
undisturbed. 

On  some  estates  during  the  past  month  there  have  been  deviations  from  the  rates  of  wages, 
detailed  in  my  report  for  the  month  of  January.  The  causes  of  this  can  be  traced  to  the  cir- 
cumstance that  the  month  of  March  is  by  far  the  best  adapted  during  the  season  of  crop  time 
to  the  manufacture  of  sugar,  the  weather  being  more  equable,  and  the  "  yielding,"  as  it  is  tech- 
nically termed,,  generally  much  greater  than  ai  any  other  period.  Every  eflTort  is,  therefore, 
made  by  the  planter  to  avail  himself,  to  the  utmost  extent,  of  the  seasonable  advantages  which 
March  brings  along  with  it,  and  the  labourer  commonly  shares  in  the  general  gain  by  a  tem- 
porary increase  of  wages. 

The  process  of  sugar  manufactiire  is  in  this  district  proceeding  rapidly,  and  I  am  led  to  hope 
that  the  crop  will  not  only  be  taken  off  in  the  proper  season,  but  will  in  its  results  present  a 
considerable  excess  over  that  of  the  previous  year.  Appearances  for  the  following  crop  are  also 
not  unfavourable. 

A  variety  of  petty  cases  during  the  month  I  have  been  able  to  settle, — some  by  compromise, 
others  by  advice,  and  in  some  few  instances  by  the  award  of  compensation  damages  to  the 
parties  injured.  The  case  of  Josejdi  and  Mathurine  versus  J.  £.  Prevoteau,  the  only  one  calling 
tor  report>  has  already,  I  believe,  been  brought  before  his  Excellency  in  another  shape. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  C.  Colquhoun,  Special  Justice,  Fourth  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
J.  H.  Jennings,  Chief  Clerk,  Government  Office. 


No.  5. 
Sir,  Vieux  Fort,  April  2, 1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor, that  no  case  was  brought  before  the  Court  of  Petty  Sessions,  in  the  Fifth  District,  during 
the  month  of  March,  1841. 

Boy  Vincent — sentenced  to  10  days'  solitary  confinement  by  the  special  justice,  for  forcibly 
resisting  the  policeman,  at  Micoud,  whilst  in  the  execution  of  his  duty. 

Rufin — fined  25  livres,  or  six  days'  imprisonment,  for  improper  conduct  towards  the  same 
policeman. 

Ambroisine,  Marie  Sainte,  Rose,  Caroline,  of  Canelle  estate — fined  30  livres  each  by  the 
special  justice  for  disorderly  conduct.     Fines  paid. 

William,  labourer,  on  Canelle  estate-^senteneed  to  eight  days'  imprisonment  for  riotous 
conduct. 

No  change  has  taken  place  since  last  report. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  James  Johnston,  Special  Justice,  Fifth  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen;  Acting  C<donial  Secretary, 
&C.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copr.) 
J.  H.  Jbmninos,  Chief  Clerk,  Government  Office. 


(No.  98.)  No.  4. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  John  Russell  to  Governor  Sir  E.  J. 

Murray  MacGregor,  Bart. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  June  26,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  yojir  Despatch,  No.  26,  St.  Lucia,  of  the  8d  of  May, 
enclosing  reports  from  tae  special  magistrates  of  that  island  for  the  month  of 
March.  No.  4. 

I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  crop  of  this  year  is  expected  to  be  so  much  larger 
than  the  last ;  that  sugar  cultivation  is  extending ;  that  the  want  of  labour  for 
agricultural  purposes  is  not  complained  of;  that  the  system  of  letting  out  pieces 
of  land  to  the  labourers,  to  be  paid  for  either  by  a  fixed  rent,  or  by  a  portion  of 
the  produce  raised,  is  beginning  to  prevail;  and  that  the  general  condition  and 
conduct  of  the  peasantry  is  so  much  improved. 

The  question  proposed  by  Mr.  Bennett,  the  stipendiary  ma^strate  of  the  Thircl 
District,  relative  to  the  competency  of  the  Courts  of  Petit  Sessions  to  decide  oaaes 
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8T«  LtJCrA.      in  which  the  amount  in  dispute  exeeeds  the  value  of  a  doubloon,  should  be 
referred  to  the  Attorney-General  of  the  colony  for  his  report. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed^  J.  RUSSELL. 

His  Excellency  Sir  E.  J.  Murray  MacGregor,  Bart, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  27.)  No.  5. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  Murray  MacGregor,  Bart., 

to  Lord  Jo^N  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  Jiine  5,  1841. 

No.  5.  I  HAVE  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your  Lordship  the  accompanying 

17  May,  I84I ;  No.  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Graydon,  administering  the  Government 
g«.  WithsRcporfg.  ^£  gj^  Lucia,  with  reports  from  the  special  magistrates  of  that  island  respectively 
for  the  month  of  April  last. 

(Signed)  E.  J.  MURRAY  MACGREGOR,  Governor. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  23.)  JSnclosure  in  No.  5. 

End.  in  No.  5.      Sir,  St.  Lucia,  May  17,  1841. 

No«.  I  to  5.  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward,  for  your  Excellency's  information,  copies  of  the  reports 

of  the  stipendiary  magistrates  for  the  month  of  April. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  George  Graydon,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 

administering  the  Government. 
His  Excellency  Sir  E.  J.  M.  MacGregor,  Bart.^ 
&c.  &c.  .  &c 

(True  Copy.) 
£.  J.  Murray  MacGregor,  Governor. 


No.  1. 
Sir,  Castries,  May  3,  1841. 

I  HA^  the  honour  to  report,  for  his  Excellency's  information,  that  there  has  been  no 
change  in  the  First  District  since  my  last  report.  On  the  27th  April  I  held  an  inquest  on  the 
bo^  of  an  old  woman,  named  Rosie,  who  died  suddenly  on  goin^  from  town  to  her  provision- 
ground.     The  jury  returned  a  verdict^  that  the  deceased  had  died  by  the  visitation  of  God. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  G.  Laffitte,  Special  Justice.,  First  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
J.  H.  Jennings,  Chief  Clerk,  Government  Office. 


No.  2. 

Sir,  Gros  Islet,  Second  District,  May  3,  1841. 

Nothing  worthy  of  special  record  has  occurred  in  this  district  during  the  past  month. 
One  or  two  cases  of  trespass,^  and  an  occasional  accusation  of  petty  assault,  have  been  sum- 
marily adjudged,  without  interfering  with  the  general  tranquillity  of  the  district. 

The  labourers  continue  to  apply  themselves  willingly,  and  with  assiduity,  to  the  taking  off 
of  the  crop,  which,  however,  I  regret  to  state,  has  been  considerably  retarded  by  .the  protracted 
dry  weather,  it  being  impossible  for  the  planters  to  continue  the  manufacture  of  sugar  without 
frequent  and  lengthened  interruption,  owing  to  the  deficient  supply  of  water  for  the  mills  and 
steam  engines. 

The  crop  of  the  ensuing  year  will  also  suffer  from  the  present  want  of  rain,  so  essential  to 
the  young  plant-canes.  The  cattle  and  other  stock  have  not  escaped  the  consequences  of  the 
drought,  and  I  regret  to  say,  that  on  some  estates  considerable  loss  has  been  sustained. 

VfkgeM  continue,  as  stated  in  my  previous  reports,  averaging  from  1^.  8d.  to  2s.  6d.  sterling 
per  diem. 
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Ground-provisioQs  are  still  plenty  and  prices  not  unraaeonable^  8T,  UJQUL 

I  have,  &a  """* 

(Signed)  Jambs  V.  Drtsdale,  Spedal  Justice,  Second  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 


J.  H.  Jennings,  Chief  Clerk,  Government  Office. 


llerk, 


No.  3. 
Sir,  Soufriere,  May  10,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  that  nothing  has  oc<*urred  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the 
Third  District  during  the  month  of  April  last. 

The  labourers  continue  to  work  pretty  steadily  and  the  sugar  crop  is  now  far  advanced,  and 
although  the  season  has  been  excessively  dry,  will  prove  quite  an  average  one* 

There  has  been  no  necessity  to  hold  a  Court  of  Petit  Sessions  during  the  month,  the 
numerous  little  disputes  arising  amongst  the  smaller  proprietors  of  the  district  always 
admitting  of  an  d^micable  arbitration  on  my  part 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  Charles  Bennett,  Special  Justice,  Third  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
J.  H.  Jennings,  Chief  Clerk,  Government  Office. 


No.  4. 
Sir,  Vieux  Fort,  St  Lucia,  May  1,  1841. 

The  official  reports  which  I  had  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Grovemor  bore  favourable  testimony  to  the  working  of  the  free-labour 
system  and  the  deportment  of  the  peasantry  in  the  Fourth  District.  It  gratifies  me  on  this 
occasion  also  to  have  to  inform  you  that  no  occurrence  during  the  month  just  elapsed  has 
tended  to  lessen  the  character  or  force  of  the  observations  I  had  then  the  honour  to  forward 
through  you. 

The  visit  of  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Grovemor  to  this  district,  whilst  making  his  tour 
of  inspection  last  month,  was  hailed  with  pleasure  by  its  inhabitants,  and  by  no  class  more  so 
than  the  labourers;  at  least,  I  judge  by  the  effects  and  the  sentiments  subsequently  expressed 
by  them. 

I  have  not  been  called  upon  during  the  past  month  to  entertain  a  single  case  between 
employers  and  labourers.  Some  trifling  disputes  amongst  the  latter  class  I  have  generally 
arranged  amicably. 

The  taking  off  of  the  crop  progresses  rapidly,  and  the  results  will,  I  think,  bear  out  ftdly  the 
favourable  anticipations  expressed  by  me  in  previo)is  reports. 

Daily  experience  and  observation  lead  me  more  and  more,  even  at  the  risk  of  repetition,  to 
impress  upon  the  notice  of  his  Excellency  the  vast  importance  of  extending  as  much  as  possible^ 
here  and  elsewhere,  the  system  of  cultivating  canes  in  halves,  to  which  I  have  in  other  reports' 
alluded.  Perhaps  the  statement  of  one  or  two  facts,  taken  at  random  from  numerous  instances 
of  which  I  am  cognizant,  will  best  illustrate  what  I  mean,  and  add  consistence  to  the  urgency 
of  my  recommendation. 

On  an  estate  in  this  district  there  resides  a  labourer  who,  cultivating  canes  in  halves,  planted 
during  1840  canes  which  will  this  year  yield  from  four  to  five  hogsheads  of  sugar.  Taking, 
however,  the  lowest  estimatc^four  hogsheads — at  the  present  pnces  of  produce,  each  hogs- 
head cannot  clear  less,  after  the  deduction  of  all  expenses,  than  30{.  sterling ;  so  here  is  a 
labourer  earning  by  his  industry  60/.  sterling  per  annum.  Be  it  remembered  in  siddition,  that 
these  canes  have  been  cultivated  on  Saturdays,  holidays,  and  during  his  spare  hours  only, 
whilst  all  the  rest  of  his  time  he  has  .been  working  and  receiving  dtuly  wa^es  as  a  general 
labourer  on  the  property,  with  free  tenancy  of  house  and  provision-grounas.  His  young 
children  also,  instead  of  running  about  idle  and  useless,  would  be  acquiring  habits  of  industry 
and  knowledge,  whilst  assisting  their  parent  .by  carrying  plants  and  manure  to  his  cane  piece. 

To  the  proprietCM-,  again,  the  advantages  of  this  system  are  still  greater ;  for  merely  giving 
the  use  of  a  piece  of  waste  land,  which  probably  he  himself  had  not  the  means  to  cultivate,  he 
receives  two  hogsheads  of  sugar,  or  60/.  sterling,  besides  three  or  four  puncheons  of  molasses; 
and,  if  he  have  much  land  cultivated  in  this  manner,  he  knows  that  he  can  always  command  a 
certain  proportion  of  effective  labour  in  any  emergency. 

As  these  canes  are  generally  put  in  with  care,  they  probably  give  two  good  rattoons ;  and 
as  the  cultivation  of  rattoons,  in  so  far  as  regards  labour,  is  a  trifle  when  compared  with  the 
first  establishment  of  plants,  the  parties  reap  the  two  subsequent  crops  with  great  ease,  and 
may,  if  they  will,  and  as  they  probably  in  most  instances  do,  be  establishing  other  plant  canes 
at  the  same  time. 

On  another  estate  in  this  district,  about  40  hogsheads  of  sugar  have  already  been  made 
during  the  present  crop,  entirely  on  this  system,  and  some  of  it  from  canes  planted  by  indi- 
viduals, who,  during  slavery  and  apprenticeship,  would  have  held  it  the  depth  of  degradation 
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IT*  LUCIA.      to  cultivate  the  sugar-cane,  wl^h,  now  the  test  and  reirard  of  industry,  was.  then  viewed  bj 
•~"  them  as  the  badge  of  infamy  and  bondage.  • 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  C.  Colquhoun,  Special  Justice,  Fourth  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy) 
J.  H.  Jennings,  Chief  Clerk,  Government  OflSce. 


No.  5. 
Sir,  Vieux  Fort,  May  2,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lieut^iant- 
Govmnor,  that  no  cases  were  brotmit  for  adjudication  before  the  Courts  of  retty  SeaiioDs  in 
the  Fifth  District  during  the  month  of  April. 

The  following  cases  were  disposed  of  by  the  special  justice : — 

Alexis,  Froumass^e  Estate,  v.  Louison  Veroneau.     Assault — not  proved,  dismissed. 

St.  Catherine,  Fond  Estate,  r.  Mark.     Assatdt — fined  thirty  livres,  <Mr  eight  days'  impri- 
sonment. 

M^lie,  Canelle  Estate,  v.  Valmont.     Assault — ^not  proved,  defendant  fined  forty  lines,  or 
eight  days'  imprisonment,  for  disorderly  and  riotous  conduct  on  the  estate. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  rate  of  wages,  nor  has  anything  worthy  of  notice  occurred. 

The  district  continues  in  perfect  tranquillity. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  Jabies  Johnston,  Special  Justice,  Fifth  District 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
J.  H.  Jemkings,  Chief  Clerk,  Government  Office. 


No.  6. 

13  June,  1841; 

No.  28.    With' 

Reports. 


(No.  5.)  No.  6. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  lieutenant-Governor  Darling,  administering  the 
General  Govemment  of  the  Windward  Islands,  to  Lord  John  Ritssbll. 

My  Lord^  Government  House,  Barbadoes,  July  1,  1841. 

1  HAVE  the  honour  of  herewith  forwarding  to  your  Lordship  the  copy  of  a 
Despatch  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Graydon,  together  with  reports  of  the  scvenl 
magistrates  of  St.  Lucia  for  the  month  of  May  last. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  HENRY  C.  DARLING,  Lieutenant-Govenwr, 

administering  the  General  Government. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.  8cc.  &c. 


End  in  No.  6. 
Not.  1  to  6. 


(No.  28.)  Endoaure  in  No.  6. 

Sir,  St.  Lucia,  June  12,  1841. 

.    I  HAVB  the  honour  to  forward  for  your  Excdlency's  informadon  copies  of  the  r^oits 
of  special  magistrates  for  the  month  of  May. 

I  have,  &e. 
(Signed)  Gborgb  Gtratdon,  Lieutena&t^CokNid, 

administering  ^  Grovermiiait. 

His  Excellency  Sir  E.  J.  M.  MacGregor,  Bart., 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Owe.) 
John  Bbdikgfbld,  Private  Secretary. 


No.  1. 
Sir,  Castries,  June  2,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  for  his  Excellency's  information  that,  notwithstanding  the 
report  that  was  in  circulation  in  the  beginning  of  last  month,  that  the  labourers  had  abaodoDed 
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been  emjdoyed  in  their  gardens,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  themselves.     In  all  other  respects       8T.  LUCIA, 
there  has  been  rib  change  since  my  last  report.  "~ 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  G.  Laffitte,  Special  Justice,  First  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
J.  H.  Jennings^  Chief  Clerk,  Government  Office. 


No.  2. 
Sir,  Gros  Islet,  Second  District,  June  2,  1841. 

No  change  in  the  state  of  this  district,  since  my  report  for.  the  month  of  April.  Little 
has  been  done  in  the  taking  off  of  the  crop,  owing  to  contmual  dry  weather.  With  reference 
to  the  foolish  rumour,  which  at  the  commencement  of  the  month  had  caused  a  momentary 
alarm  amongst  the  labourers,  (of  the  existence  of  which  I  duly  apprised  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  in  my  letter  of  the  11th  May,)  I  am  happy  to  state  that  it  has  entirely  dissipated, 
and  that  my  confidence,  in  the  natural  good  sense  of  the  labourers,  aided  by  patience  and  a 
little  friendly  advice,  has  not  been  disappointed. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  J.  V.  Drtsdalb,  Special  Justice. 

The  Hon.  the  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

.   (True  Copy.) 
J.  H.  Jennings,  Chief  Clerk,  Government  Office. 


No.  3. 
Sir,  Soufriere,  June  7,  1841. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report,  that  during  the  past  month,  nothing  has  occurred  to 
disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  Third  District.  'The  last  rains  have  done  much  good,  and  the 
planters  are  pushing  the  work  to  get  off  speedily  the  remainder  of  the  present  crop,  and  to 
take  care  of  the  coming  one.  One  of  the  wealthiest  proprietors  of  this  district  (Mr.  Goodman) 
has  brought  down  a  party  of  emigrants  from  Barbados.    The  wages  which  this  gentleman 

S'ves  to  these  people  are  eighty  livres  per  month,  together  with  house,  provision-grounds,  me- 
cal  attendance,  and  rations,  until  their  grounds  are  in  full  bearing ;  and  it  is  but  justice  to 
add,  that  these  people  and  their  employer  seem  much  pleased  with  each  other. 

The  Grerman  emigrants  on  the  Belle  Plaine  estate  continue  in  excellent  health  and  spirits, 
and  there  can  now  be  no  doubt  but  that  these  people  have  greatly  bettered  their  condition  in 
life.  From  my  own  positive  knowledge,  many  of  them,  ^besides  the  comforts  which  they  daily 
enjoy,  have  amassed  considerable  sums  of  money,  two  of  the  members  of  this  interesting 
settlement  were  married  last  month,  and  I  believe  that  other  matrimonial  engagements 
amongst  them  are  now  in  contemplation. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  Charles  Bennett,  Special  Justice,  Third  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
J.  H.  Jennings,  Chief  Clerk,  Government  Office. 


No.  4. 
Sir,  Vieux  Fort,  June  1,  1841. 

The  annexed  Judicial  Report,  which  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  for  the  in- 
formation of  his  Eixoellency  the  Lieutenant-Grovemor,  will  show  that,  in  the  previous  month, 
no  complaint  particularly  affecting  the  respective  rights  of  proprietor  and  labourer,  has  come 
before  me  for  adjudication.  There  have,  nevertheless,  been  mutual  complaints,  which,  it  will 
be  satisfactory  to  his  Excellency  to  learn;  I  have,  by  advice  from  me,  and  conciliatory  recom- 
mendations been  enabled  to  arrange  amicably ;  but,  I  regret  to  add  that  a  ridiculous  rumour, 
originating,  as  I  am  informed,  in  the  districtn  contiguous  to  Castries,  has  been,  by  the  maliee 
of  a  few,  and  the  credulity  of  many,  converted  into  a  cause  of  considerable  misunderstanding. 
The  rumour  I  allude  to  was  one,  which  sought  to  endanger  the  staple  cultivation  of  the  colony, 
by  impressing  the  labourers  with  the  idea  that  all  persons  found  engaged  in  planting  the  cane 
would  be  once  more  subjected  to  bondage.  I  have  in  vain  used  every  effort  to  trace  this  in- 
vention to  its  source,  but  I  am  convinced  that  it  would  not  have  received  such  ready  credence, 
but  for  a  mistimed  attempt  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  planters  to  reduce  the  rate  of  wages  in 
this  district ;  and,  I  am,  however  reluctantly,  compelled  to  state  that  a  species  of  competition 
exists  in  the  district  which  is  alike  injurious  to  employer  and  labourer.  I  can  in  reality 
describe  it  in  no  better  terms  than  by  saying  that  a  majority  of  |the  planters,  in  a  certain 
sense,  offer  a  bounty  to  entice  ^  labourers  of  others ;  and,  it  is  but  naturally  consequent. 
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ST.  LUCIA.       that  the  negro  who  receives  but  tenpence  on  one  estate,  will  prefer  another  where  he  receives 
— -►  twenty. 

I  have  visited  estates,  and  called  the  negroes  for  information  before  me,  and,  I  trust  that  his 
Excellency  will  rest  assured,  that  I  shall  use  all  possible  efforts  to  promote  the  tranquillity  of 
this  district. 

I  have,  &c., 
A.  C.  CoLQUHOUN,  Special  Justice,  Fourth  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.} 
J.  H.  Jennings^  Chief  Clerk,  Government  Office. 


Marie  Jeanne  of  Park  Estate, 

vertus 

Foco  of  the  same  Estate. 

Assault. 

Proved— Sentenced  to  pay  to  the  colony  120  Cs. 

For  other  cases  vide  Report,  on  "  Courts  of  Reconciliation,"  addressed  to  Lieutenant 
S.  G.  Ord,  Private  Secretary, 

(True  Copy.) 
J.  H.  Jenkinos,  Chief  Clerk,  Grovemment  Office. 


No.  5. 
Sir,  Vieux  Fort,  June  2,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  that  no  court  of  petty  sessions  was  held  in  the  Fifth  District  during  the  month  of 
May,  neither  was  any  complaint  preferred  before  me  individually. 

No  alteration  has  taken  place  in  the  rate  of  wages,  or  description  of  labour. 

The  tranquillity  of  the  district  was  likely  to  have  been  disturbed,  in  consequence  of  some 
idle  rumours  which  had  been  afloat  in  the  quarter  of  Micoud. 

It  would  appear,  from  what  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  that  a  report  has  been  circulated, 
that  the  Queen  had  expressed  her  disapprobation  at  the  labourers  continuing  to  be  employed  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  cane ;  that  Her  Majesty  had  directed  the  scale  of  wages  to  be  reduced, 
and  that  all  persons  following  that  occupation  should  be  compelled  to  wear  a  red  cap  or 
bonnet^  by  way  of  distinguishing  them  from  those  otherwise  employed.  I  lost  no  time  in 
repairing  to  the  quarter,  and  actually  found  that  some  of  the  labourers  had  already  left,  and 
others  were  preparing  to  retire  into  the  heights  with  their  effects.  I  assembled  such  as  I 
could  get  together  on  the  emergency  (and  fortunately  there  were  some  of  the  most  intelligent 
amongst  them),  and  after  having  pointed  out  the  folly  of  their  conduct,  I  ridiculed  their  fears. 
The  effect  was  such  as  I  had  anticipated ;  they  appeared  to  be  ashamed  of  their  behaviour, 
and  promised  to  act  more  wisely  in  future. 

I  could  not,  with  mj  best  endeavour,  trftce  the  origin  of  the  report,  but  gave  orders  to  the 
constables  to  arrest  and  bring  before  me  every  person  of  suspicious  character  who  may  be 
found  loitering  about  the  estates^  without  reasonable  cause  being  adduced ;  this  appeared  to 
have  given  satifaction. 

I  am  happy  to  observe  that  the  alarm  was  but  momentary ;  that  those  who  had  absented 
themselves  bad  returned  to  their  occupations,  and  that  the  district  throughout  remains  in 
perfect  tranquillity. 

I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  remark,  that  the  planters  themselves  are  not  entirely  free  from 
censure;  and  should  misunderstandings  sometimes,  occur  between  them  and- their  labourers, 
blame  does  not  rest  with  one  party  alone. 

The  district  is  perhaps  the  most  extensive  and  least  populous  in  this  very  thinly-populated 
island,  and  the  niunber  of  labourers  being  proportionally  small,  each  planter  endeavours  to 
obtain  as  many  as  he  can^  whether  to  the  detriment  of  his  neighbour  or  not,  is  of  minor  con- 
sideration. This  creates  ^mutual  distrust,  and  mutual  recrimmation  follows ;  the  labourer, 
always  alive  to  his  own  interest,  yields  to  thehi^hestbidder,  (whocan  blame  him  for  following 
the  example  set  liipi  by  those  more  enlightened  than  himself  7)  and  goes  from  one  estate  to 
another,  according  to  inducements  held  out  to  him ;  gets  into  an  unseUled  way  of  livin?,  neg- 
lects his  garden  upon  the  estate  where  he  was  formerly  located,  and  having  no  fixed  place  of 
domicile;  returns  by  stealth  after  his  day's  labour  has  been  completed,  and  when  found  there, 
a  complaint  is  brought  against  him;  the  justice  of  the  complaint  I  will  not  attempt  to 
question,  but  trace  the  cause,  and  it  will  be  foimd  to  originate  with  the  very  person  who 
complains.  If  the  planters  would  only  come  to  an  amicable  understanding,  they  would  find 
that  by  so  doing  they  would  not  only  benefit  themselves  but  the  labourers  likewise ;  for  they 
could  then  calculate,  upon  a  certainty,  the  number  of  persons  in  their  employment,  and  the 
labourer  would  consequently  become  more  settled  and  steady  in  his  habits,  and  give  over  that 
system  of  roving  from  one  estate  to  another,  of  which  the  authors  of  the  evil  themselves 
complain.  ' 

The  planters  of  the  district  are  men  of  humanity,  and  are  kind  and  indulgent  to  those 
employed  by  them ;  and  would  they  but  adopt  another  line  of  conduct  than  that  hitherto 
pursued  by  them,  and  become  more  just  to  thenoselves,  there  b  no  doubt  that  the  district  would 
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continue  to  prosper^  and  they  would  naturally  enjoy  the  advantages  of  such  prosperity  in  a       ST.  LUCIA* 
like  ratia  ""^ 

I  have>  &c« 
(Signed)  James  Johnston,  Special  Justice,  Fifth  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &€.  &C. 

(True  Copy.) 


Uop 
;,CK 


J.  H.  Jennings,  Chief  Clerk  Government  Office. 


(No.  11.)  No.  7. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Darling,  admininistering  the 
General  Government  of  the  Windward  Islands,  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  30th  July,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  herewith  forwarding  to  your  Lordship  the  copy  of  a  ^®*  ^* 

Despatch  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Graydon,  together  with  reports  of  the  special     July,  i84i>    . 

magistrates  of  St.  Lucia,  for  the  month  of  June  last.  ^' 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  HENRY  C.  DARLING,  Lieutenant-Governor, 

administering  the  General  Government. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  35.)  Enclosure  in  No.  7. 

Sir,  St.  Lucia,  July  16,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  your  Excellency's  information,  copies  of  the  reports      End.  in  No.  7. 
of  the  special  magistrates  for  the  month  of  June.     The  observations  contained  in  the  joint        x^^g.  i  to  4. 

report  of  Messrs.  Drysdale  and  Laffitte,  respecting  the  state  of  the  law,  and  the  difficulty  and  " 

expense  of  prosecutin£r  appeals  from  the  decisions  of  the  local  justices,  appear  to  me  to  be  well 
founded ;  and  I  beg  ^ave  to  draw  the  serious  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Grovemment  to  the 
subject. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  George  Gratdon,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 

adminimstering  the  Government. 

His  Excellency  Major-General  Darling,  Lieutenant-Governor, 
administering  the  General  Government. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 

,  Private  Secretary. 


No.  1. 
Sir,  Castries,  July  1,  1841. 

The  continued  tranquiUity  and  general  state  of  both  the  First  and  Second  Districts 
being  such  as  not  to  require  any  special  report,  we  beg  leave  to  submit  a  joint  report  for  the 
month  of  June. 

Our  object  in  so  doing  is  that  we  may  have  an  opportunity  to  call  the  attention  of  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Lieutenant-Governor  to  a  matter  of  much  interest  and  importance  to  the  labours, 
as  also  to  the  poor  of  every  class  in  the  colony. 

•    We  allude  to  the  present  state  of  the  law  as  regards  the  question  of  appeal  from  the  judicial 
decisions  of  the  justices  of  the  peace,  to  a  higher  tribunal. 

To  a  poor  ignorant  labourer  the  difficuly  of  access  to  the  superior  courts  is  insurmountable, 
attended  as  it  is  with  expense  far  beyond  his  limited  means,  and  with  a  responsibility  and  risk 
few  are  willing  to  incur. 

An  Ordinance  of  8th  February,  1826,  entitled  *'  An  Ordinance  defining  the  judicial  powers 
of  the  Commissary  Commandant/'  accorded  the  right  of  appeal  to  any  one  considering  him- 
self aggrieved  by  the  decisions  of  the  Commissary  Commandant.  The  party  making  appeal 
was  required  to  give  notice  of  his  intention  so  to  appeal  on  the  day  the  decision  was  so  given, 
to  deposit  a  sufficient  sum  to  meet  the  expense  attending  the  removal  of  the  other  party,  and 
the  witnesses,  and  to  give  security  to  abide  the  judgment  of  the  Court  appealed  to. 

On  those  conditions  being  complied  with,  the  Commissary  Commandant  was  required  to 
transmit  to  the  "Procureur  du  Roi "  a  report  of  his  proceedings,  and  the  depositions  in  the 
case.  The  Procureur  du  Roi  then  brought  the  matter  before  the  Court  of  First  Instance, 
where  the  merits  of  the  case  were  fully  gone  into,  the  witnesses  examined  anew,  and  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Inferior  Court  then  revised,  confirmed,  or  set  aside. 

At  that  time  slavery  still  existed,  and  the  idea  of  appeal,  as  regarded  the  labouring  popu- 
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St.  'LUCM.      lartop,  yms  nsvar  mbnrtaiiwd;  *till  we  a«e  in  the  cproikmm  «>f  this  vC 

^—  tection  against  the  judgments   of  the  Commissaries,   attended  witli  little  expend  ctothe 

appellants,  who  were  represe^ctt  Jba&ire  the  Court  by  the  law  officer  of  the  Crown.,  the  Pro- 
curMfT  du  tRx>i. 

In  1834  a  thorough  change  and  reform  in  our  aoeialr  system  iiAvi])g.taken|pkce,an^  Ordi- 
nance, dated  23rd  October,  1834,  was  enacted  by  the  Lieutenant-Goiernor  and  L^islative 
Council,  abolishing  the  office  of  Commissary  Commandant,  and  appointing  Justices  of  the 
Peace.  By  this  Ordinance  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  ^iajcleafly  defined;  in 
civil  matters  it  does  not  exceed  debts  of  more  than'3/.  4*'.  sterling,  and  in  policetheir  powerb 
are  limited  to  the  infliction  of  9,  fine  of  3/.,  to  imprisonment  with  or  without  hard  labour  for 
the  term  of  fourteen  days,  or  both  fine  and  imprisonment. 

This  Ordinance,  however,  did  not  provide  for  the  right  of  appeal,  and  being  found  otherwise 
imperfect,  was  subsequently  amended  by  an  Ordinance  of  29th  August,  1836,  entitled  •*  'An 
Ordinance  to  define  and  limit  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  of- the.  Justioes  of  tiic  'Peace."  TiuB 
Ordinance  jsnaets  "  that  it  shall  not  be.  competent  or  lawful  for  any  justice  of  the  jieasce,  not 
being  a  special  magistrate,  to  receive  or  entertain  judicially  any  complaint  or  charge  whatso- 
ever against  any  apprentiee orappenticed  lafawnrer  ;  soA  it  also  allows  parties  to afpeal irom 
the  judgments  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  to  the  Royal  Court ;  which  appeaLis  directed  to  be 
made  as  follows :  *'  Any  person  entitled  to  make  such  appeal  shall  give  to  the  justice  or  jus- 
tices whose  act  shall  be  appealed  from,  notice  in  writing  df  such  appeal,  and  <^'the  graunds 
thereof,  within  seven  days,  and  shall  be  beiintito  enter  into  a  T^cogniwHicewith-suffioiciit 
security  personally  to  appear  and  prosecute  such  appeal." 

This  Ordinanre  would  appear  to ^uarremtiee  the  indjraitof  every  claas,  as  well  as  the  public 
in.general,  against  the  :judgaieuts  rendered  by  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  when  they  should 
have  reason  to  believe  themselves  injured  thereby ;  but  if ^nuch' was^the  x)bject  •  of  the  le.gts« 
lature  (as  we  are  bound  to  believe),  this  object  has  not  been  attained,  for  the  appellant  from 
the  decision  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  is  (whatever  may  be  the  issue  of  his  appeal)  invariably 
condemned  to  costs,  which  gener^dly  vary  from  three  to  four  pounds  sterling  ad  minimum; 
besides,  the  party  so  making  appeal,  particularly  should  he  be  poor  and  unfriended,  is  always 
required  to  pay  in  advance  to  his  lawyer  (by  wkom  he  can  alone  appear  before  the  Court)  a 
sum  seldom  less  than  .three  pounds  sterling,  otherwise  his  cause,  however  good  and  just,  will 
not  be  attended  to,;  and  from  his  inability  to  satisfy  this. preliminary  deoaaod  he  is  thas  vir- 
tually debarred  fromapnearing  before. the  Court  in  vindioation  of  lus  rights.  ^Where  is  the 
indindual  who  would  willingly  pay  a  sum  of  four  pounds  sterling  to  avoid  a  sentence  con- 
demning him  to  pay  (at  most)  three?  while  the  chance  of  being  obliged  to^pay  both. is  by  no 
means  uncertain. 

Such  is  the  actual  position  of  the  poor  labourer,  exposed,  as  we  have  occasion  to  see  daily* 
to  the  incapacity  and  caprice  of  certain  Justices  of  the  Peace,  without  the  power  to  avail  him- 
self of  his  legitimate  right  of  appeal,  whereby  he  might  make  manifest  his  innocence  or  obtain 
his  due. 

The  decisions  of  the  local  justices  are  in  numerous  instances  strange  indeed,  and  far  from 
standing  the  test  of  law ;  in  too  many  cases  cannot  be  said  to  be  good  in  equity.  We  are 
.  called  upon  daily  to  notice  the  interference  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  matters  which  alone 
regard  the  peculiar  powers  of  the  special  magistrates;  and  although  the  judgments  given  in 
those  cases  are  but  too  frequently  inconsistent  with,  or  in  opposition  to  the  Orders  in  Council, 
framed  for  our  special  guidance,  yet  we  have  no  power  to  oppose  the  execution  of  the  illegal 
judgments  so  given,  and  it  is  vain  to  advise  the  party  to  seek  redress  by  appeal. 
*  We  abstain  from  particularizing  instances  of  this  assumption  of  power,  and  are  unwilling  to 

cite  cases  of  erroneous  and  oppressive  judgments-;  they  are  of  daily  occurrence,  and  it  is  from 
our  inability  to  interpose; that  we  feel  impelled  by  a  strong  sense  of  duty  to  make  this  state- 
ment. 

His  Excellency,  we  trust,  will  ^predate  our  motives;  and  we< confidently  hope  that  he  taay 
be  pleased  to  adopt  some  steps  to  remove  the  difficulties  now  in  the  way  of  appeal  from  tl^ 
decisions  of  the  inferior  Courts. 

Relying  on  iiis  Excellence's  discernment  and  more  extensive  in&rmation,  we  would  refrain 
from  offering  any  opinion,  further  than  to  suggest  that  possibly  the  establishment  of  an  Assistant 
Court  of  Appeal,  as  exists  at  Barbados  and  other  islands,  or  a  modification  of  the  law  as  it 
now  stands,  relieving  the  party  making  the  appeal  from  such  heavy  charges  and  recognizances, 
mio^ht  in  some  measure  tend  to  the  removal  of  the  evil  existing  under  the  present  system. 

The  system  of  Assistant  Courts  of  Appeal  has  been  nroductive  of  much  real  good,  and  has 
been  highly  approved  of  by  the  colonial  minister. 

The  opinion  of  Sir  Robert  Boucher  Clarke,  as  expressed  in  his  official  communication  to 
the  Government  on  the  subject  of  the  Assistant  Courts  of  Appeal  at  Barbados,  is  strong  in 
&vour  of  the  system.  He  says,  '^  the  moral  effect  of  the  institution  of  this. particular  Court  of 
Appeal  has  been  already  highly  beneficial,  and  when  these  important  amendments  are  gene- 
rally brought  into  operation,  1  feel  perfectly  sure  that  it  will  secure  the  general  confidence  of 
all  classes,  and  effectually  prevent  injustice  to  any." 

This  opinion  of  one  so  well  qualifi^  to  judge,  has  been  fiiUy. confirmed  by  experience;  and 
the  Assistant  Courts  of  Appeal  have  been  found  to  operate  effectually,  notonly  in  reversing  - 
unjust  decisions,  but  in  preventing  unreasonable  complaints.  We  would  respectfully  request 
the  attention  and  serious  consideration  of  his  Excellency  to  the  representations  herein  made. 
The  necessity  of  some  check  to  the  summary  proceedings  of  the  local  justices  is  painfully  appa- 
rent to  every  one  conversant  with  their  arbitrary  powers,  real  or  assumed;  and  it  is  with  the 
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conviction  of  the  expediency  of  an  early  refoono.'  tUat  we  now  address  his  Excellency  the  Go-       SL^  LlIffilA^. 
vemman  thk^mattar:  •■■^ 

We  have*  &c,, 
(Signed)  JiUiES  v.  Dassdale^  Special. Justice,  Second  IKstrict. 

(Signed)  GL  L AEEUTXfi^  Special  Jiistici^  First  JTistrict. 

The  Hon.  IL  BL  Breen^Aoting^Colonialj  Secretary,. 
&c.  &c^  &c. 

(True  CoKjT.) 
JI  W.  Jenmikgs,. chief  Gierke. Govermnent.Qffi^e. 


Sr,  S6ufriere>  July  12, .  lB4i  ^ 

Th»  Third  Dktriothas  been  quiet  enough  during- Jiine;  at  the  begtrniing^of^tiie  month, 
however,  some  disturbance  preyaikd  on  the  sugar  properties-  here,  reepecting  wa^$» 

The  new8-fh>m  Bi^land^  oonoeming  the  diseussien  of  the  sugecr -duties,  and  the  fiill  in  the 
prioa  of  sngar^  brought  the  planters  to  think  seriously  upon  dieir  fbture  position ;  and;  aban^ 
doning  the  reckless- plan  of  outbidding  oatk  other  in  the  labour-market;  they  endeavoured  to 
reduce  and  equalise  the  rate  of  wages. 

As  I  wa^aod'am  perfectly  satisfied' that  it  is  not' high  wages  alone  which' will*  make  the 
iie^:i>  labourer  happy,  and  as!"!  have  had^  in  my  capacity  of  pkysioian^  bb^  well  as  in  that  of 
stipend^^cry  magistrate^  many  opportunities-  of  obserring  the  disastrous- efleets  ^eirisinor  to  the 
Saufrierentgro,  whe^  quitting- for  a  time  his  ofwn  healthy  quarter,  goes- to  Roseau,  JMbbouya^ 
aod  other  rich  but  sickly  loealitieS)  for  the  sake  of  a  bit'  or  two  more^  wages,  I  did  my  best  to 
arrange  nMitter»  between  proprietor  imdi labourer  on  a  better  footing;  On^the-Aose  Mamin 
and  Smit'iere  eetatee^  nearly  all'the  labourers'  haveagreed^  to  pay  two  dollars  per  month  for- 
theur  houses- and  grounds,  selling  their  labour  wherever  they  please.  On  many  c^er -properties 
the  negroes,  in  increasing  numbers,  are  taking  land,  which  land  they -agree  to  cultivate  in  canes, 
the  laa^OBdsfumisbing  mules,  carts,  &c.,  and  fabricating  the  sugarwhen  tiie  canes  are  ripe, 
ea(^  party  takang  half  the  prooeedSi  As-these methods,  especi^y  the  last,  will  1  trust  obviate- 
in  a  great  measure  the  continual  bickerings  and  abuses  engendered  on  both  sides  by  the  old 
system,  I  shall  think  it  my  duty  to  encourage  the  general  adoption  oTthem. 

I  am  happy  to  report  the  arrival  of  another  German  family  upon  the  Belle  Plain  estate. 
I  mention  uiis>  as  it  is  a  very  good  proof  of  the  pro3|)erity  of  this  interesting  settlement,  inasmuch 
as  the  new  comers  (husband,  wife,  and  three  children^)  are  intimately  related  to  one  of  the 
earlier  emigrants,  and  induced,  to  come  out  by  their  happy  representatives. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  Ch arlss.  BaBnwTr>  Speciid' Justice^  Third.  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
J.  H.  JENNI^'GS,  Chief  Clerk,  Government  OflSce. 


No.  3. 
Sir,  Vieux  Fort,  July  1,  1841. 

When  I  had  last  the  honour  to  report  to  you  the  state  of  my  district,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  his  Bxoellency  Lieutenant-Colonel  Graydon,  I  was  compelled  with  pain  to  apprise  you 
that  disputes  respecting  wages  prevailed  between  employers  and  labourers,  and  that  much,  dis* 
content  existed  in  consaquenee  amongBt  the  latter.  Since  that  period  I  regret  to  add  these 
misunderstandingsy  on  two  estales^  ended  for  a  time  in  total  stoppage  of  work.  I  immediately, 
repaired  to  them ;  and,  having  assembled  the.  labourers,  I  fully  and  patiently  explained  to  them 
the  position  b  which  such  conduct  would  place,  not  only  themselves  and  their  employers,  but 
also  myself,  as  it  would  oblige  me,  however  reluctantly,  to  resort  to  measures  of  ejection  against 
them.  I  also  explained  to  them  the  impossibility  of  giving  the  former  high  rate  of  wages,  with 
houses  and  grounds,  unless  some  equivalent  was  received  by  the  employer,  either  in  labour  or 
in  the  increased  price  of  su0ur ;  but  this  latter  was,  oa  the  contrary,  I  told  them,  declining 
daily.  His  Excellency  will  doubtlessly  be  gratified  to  learn  that  these  representations  had 
their  effect,  mutual  confidence  being  restore^  and  the  labourers  resumed  their  work  at  the 
reduced  rate  of  wages. 

I  have  had  numerous  petty  complaints  to  settle  between  the  labourers  themselves,  during 
the  past  month ;  but,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  cases  subjoined,  I  had  the  satisfection  to 
efiect  amicable  arrangements  in  all ;  indeed,  it  is  a  source  of  much  gratification  to  me  to  per- 
ceiv^e  that  my  humble  influenoe  avails  so  powerfully  with  them. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  A.  C.  Colquhoun,  Stipendiary  Justice,  Fourth'  Dbtrict 

Honor^,  convicted  of  aasault,  sentenced  to  eight  days  imprisonment,  with  labour. 
Marie  Claire,  convicted  of  having  given,  knowingly,  false  testimony.     Six  days'  imprison- 
ment, with  labour. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c, 

(True  Copy.) 
J\  H.  JENwrNGs,  Chief  Clerk,  Government  Office. 
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142  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

ST.  LUCIA.  No.  4. 

.  —  Sir,  Vieux  Fort,  July  1,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellencv  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  that  no  case  was  brought  before  the  Court  of  Petty  Sessions  in  the  Fifth  District, 
nor  was  any  person  sentenced  to  imprisonment  during  the  month  of  June. 

Intimation  having  been  given  that  a  reduction  would  take  place  in  the  rate  of  wages,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  reduced  price  of  sugars,  the  labourers  on  Troumass^e  and  Canelle  estates  struck 
work,  refusing  to  receive  less  than  nitherto.  As  the  proprietors  of  those  properties  offered  as 
high  wages  as  any  other  estate  in  the  quarter,  I  visited  them,  and,  without  attempting  to  bias 
their  inclinations,  explained  my  views  on  the  subject  to  the  labourers,,  and  advised  them  to 
reflect  well  before  coming  to  any  hasty  decision;  but,  not  wishing  it  to  be  supposed  that 
I  wanted  to  induce  them  to  act  against  their  inclinations,  I  left  them  to  make  their  owu 
arrangements  with  the  proprietors;  and,  from  what  I  observed,  I  have  every  reason  to  hope 
that  a  mutual  understanding  will  take  place,  and  the  labourers  return  quietly  to  work. 

The  Canelle  and  Troumassee  estates  are  the  only  ones  in  the  quarter  on  which  medical 
attendance  is  allowed  at  the  expense  of  the  proprietor ;  and  this  is  a  very  great  advantage  to 
the  labourer,  considering  that  there  is  no  mecQcal  practitioner  residing  within  seven  miles  of  the 
former  and  twelve  of  the  latter  estate. 

The  two  estates  above  mentioned  have  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  a  higher  scale  of  wages 
than  any  of  the  others  in  the  quarter;  and  the  work  generally  performed  being  '^task  work/' 
the  people  have  been  known  to  finish  a  day*s  labour  by  11  o'clock;  I  have  been  told  some- 
times earlier ;  and  although  the  person  in  charge  of  mose  estates  has  always  expressed  his 
satisfaction  at  the  fulfilment  of  the  agreement,  it  nevertheless  caused  great  dissatisfaction 
amongst  the  other  planters  in  the  quarter,  at  seeing  the  labourers  leave  work  at  so  early  an 
hour.  It  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  work  performed  on  the  other. estates  is  of  a  different 
description  to  tba^.  on  Canelle  and  Troumassee,  it  being  by  the  job  on  some,  and  an  allowance 
for  eight  hours'  daily  labour  on  others. 

"  Task  work"  is  digging  a  certain  number  of  cane-holes,  or  weeding  a  certain  number  of 
canes  daily,  without  reference  to  the  time  taken  to  perform  the  same ;  and  ''job  work  "  is  to  dig 
a  piece  of  ground,  no  matter  its  dimensions,  or  plant  it  in  canes,  or  weed  it,  for  a  certain  sum 
agreed  upon  by  the  parties. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  James  Johnston,  Special  Justice,  Fifth  District 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
J.  H.  Jennings,  Chief  Clerk,  Grovemment  Office. 


(No.  8.)  No.  8. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Stanley  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Darling, 
administering  the  General  Government  of  the  Windward  Islands. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  October  30,  1841. 

No.  8.  I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Despatch,  St.  Lucia,  No.  11, 

30th  July,  received  here  on  the  15th  September,  transmitting  the  reports  of 
the  special  magistrates  for  June,  accompanied  by  a  Despatch  from  President 
Graydon,  in  which  he  calls  my  attention  to  the  joint  report  of  Messrs.  Drysdale 
and  Laffitte  on  the  difficulty  and  expense  of  prosecuting  appeals  from  the  decisions 
of  the  local  justices  in  the  present  state  of  the  law. 

I  have  considered  this  report  with  attention,  and  I  entirely  concur  in  the  opinion 
expressed  by  Messrs.  Drysdale  and  Laffitte,  that  the  administration  of  the  law  ioi 
St.  Lucia  would  be  greatly  improved  by  the  establishment,  in  that  island,  of  an 
Appeal  Court  consisting  of  three  stipendiary  justices,  similar  to  that  which  has 
now  been  in  operation  for  upwards  of  three  years  in  Barbados. 

It  is  obvious  that,  in  a  society  in  which  slavery  has  only  recently  ceased  to  exist, 
and  in  which  the  labouring  classes  and  the  unpaid  justices  stand  to  each  other  in 
the  relation  of  employed  and  employers,  the  jurisdiction  in  reference  to  all  cases 
arising  out  of  those  relations  between  the  two  classes  must  be  suspected  and  un- 
satisfactory at  least,  if  not  (as  it  is  alleged  to  be)  frequently  partial  and  unjust ; 
and  that  great  care  should  be  taken  to  afford  facilities  of  appeal  to  a  tribunal  in 
which  greater  confidence  can  be  placed.  It  is  stated  by  Messrs.  Drysdale  and 
Laffitte  that,  in  St.  Lucia,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  local  justices  is  limited  to  debts 
not  exceeding  3/.^4*.  sterling,  and  to  the  infliction  of  fines  not  exceeding  3/.  sterling, 
and  of  imprisonment,  with  or  without  hard  labour,  for  a  period  not  exceeding  14 
days ;  and  vet  that  the  costs  of  appeal  (which  fall  upon  the  appellant  whatever  be 
the  issue  of  the  appeal)  are  never  I^s  than  from  3/.  to  4/.  sterling,  and  that  he  can 
only  appear  before  the  Court  by  a  lawyer,  who  requires  a  fee  in  advance,  whidi  is 
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seldom  less  than  3/.  sterling.   The  practical  result  of  this  state  of  things  necessarily      SX*  LUCIA, 
is,  that  no  such  facilities  as  I  have  referred  to  exist  at  present,  and  that  the  remedy  ^""^^ 

of  appeal  must  be  inaccessible  in  the  great  majority  of  cases.  The  colonists  of 
Barbados,  under  the  government  of  the  late  Sir  M.  MacGregor,  with  great  credit 
to  themselves  and  to  him,  applied  themselves  under  his  guidance  carefully  and 
successfully  to  supply  a  similar  deficiency  in  the  means  of  administering  justice  in 
that  colony,  and,  by  three  successive  Acts  of  the  Legislature,  established  the 
As^stant  Appeal  Court  on  its  present  footing.  Copies  of  those  Acts,  and  of  the 
correspondence  respecting  them  between  my  predecessors  in  this  Office  and  Sir 
M .  MacGregor,  will  be  found  in  the  Papers  relative  to  the  West  Indies,  pre- 
sented to  Parliament :  Part  2,  for  1839,  pp.  46  et  seq.,  88  et  seq.,  107  et  seq. ; 
and  Part  2,  for  1840,  pp.  1  et  seq.  And  in  subsequent  parts  of  these  volumes, 
and  in  "  Part  2  Continued"  for  1840,  will  be  found  periodical  returns  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Assistant  Appeal  Court. 

I  request  that  you  will  call  President  Graydon's  attention  to  these  documents, 
and  that  you  will  also  furnish  him  with  a  copy  of  the  Table  of  Fees  as  framed  by 
the  Assistant  Appeal  Court,  and  approved  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  under  the 
Act  of  the  19th  July,  1838,  of  which  I  do  not  find  any  copy  amongst  the  papers 
sent  home  and  printed  for  Parliament.  It  is  stated  that  the  costs  are  so  light  as  to 
occasion  no  impediment  to  an  appeal  where  there  is  a  reasonable  prospect  of  success, 
especially  as  no  costs  are  charged  to  the  appellant  if  success  be  actually  obtained. 
And  as  the  amended  Acts  relieve  the  appellant  from  the  written  and  technical 
forms  of  procedure  required  by  the  original  Act,  I  apprehend  that  the  appellant 
stands  in  no  need  of  a  legal  adviser. 

With  the  assistance  of  these  documents  and  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown, 
President  Graydon  will  be  enabled  to  frame  the  draft  of  an  Order  in  Council  for 
the  establishment  of  a  jurisdiction  in  appeal,  similar  to  that  established  in  Barbados 
with  so  much  success  and  so  much  satisfaction  to  all  classes  of  the  inhabitants. 
But  as  there  may  possibly  be  local  differences  between  the  two  colonies  which  may 
require  some  modification  of  the  la\i^  in  order  to  adapt  it  to  the  circumstances  of 
St.  Lucia,  I  should  wish  that,  when  tins  draft  is  prepared,  it  should  be  submitted 
to  the  Council,  in  order  that  that  body  may  have  an  opportunity  of  considering  the 
measure,  and  sujzgesting  any  alterations  which  may  a{^ar  to  them  to  be  required. 
I  am  not  myself  aware  of  any  material  difference,  except  that  in  St.  Lucia  the 
Governor  or  President  and  Council  does  not,  as  in  Barbados,  constitute  a  Court 
of  Error. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  reason  why  the  proposed  Order  in  Council  should  not  erect 
the  Officer  administering  the  Government  and  the  Council  of  St.  Lucia  into  a  Court 
of  Appeal  in  the  last  resort,  from  the  proposed  Appeal  Court  below. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Officer  administering  the  Government,  STANLEY. 

&c.  &c  &C. 


No.  9. 


(No.  20.)  No.  9. 

Copt  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Darung,  administering  the 
General  Government  of  thb  Windward  Islands,  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  August  10,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  herewith  forwarding  to  your  Lordship  the  copy  of  a 
Despatch  from  Laeutenant-Colonel  Graydon,  together  with  reports  of  the  special     ^    ifo.*44!^^^* 
magistrates  of  St.  Luda  for  the  month  of  July  l^t.  "^       "5^ 

I  have,  &c. 
HENRY  C.  DARLING,  Lieutenant-Governor, 

administering  the  General  Government. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell^ 
&c.  &c.  &c. 
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at.mnnik      (Nb;4Ai)  BndbaMe>mJN«r9. 

-*^  Sif},  SL.Lucta^  Axigjist  9,  1841. 

£'  IU/7B  ihtk  honcMF-tor^fdrirard;  for  your  BxceiUfK^'s  iiifinm>ii»p^  oopksof.the  reports 
of  the  atipMidiaiijs  laagi^tratos  foi ' Jtiljr. 

Ihave,  &a 
(Sigjittd)  Geokste  GiiAYDONi  Lieutenant-Colonel, 

adtninisterihg'  the  Government: 
Hi&  Excellency  Major-General  DarHng,  Lieutenant-Governor^ 
administeriiig.the  General  G6vemment^ 
&c.  8Cc.  &c. 

(True  Cdpy,  to.) 
JoHK  Bbdinqpeed,  PWvate  Secretary. 


No.  1. 
Sir,  CastrieSi  August  4;  1S41. 

Fh^ve  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  my  report  of  the  First  Districtfor  the month  of 
July.  The  estates  have  been  unich  benefited  hj  tm  recent  rains^  and  the  crop  is  sdmoat 
finished. 

Qa  the  3l6t:  July  I:  held  an  inquest  on  the  bodyi  of  a  labourer^  musied  "  Bill,"  who  met  with 
his  death  by  &Uing.fcoia  a Jaddar  >vhilst  psunting  a  house.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
accidental  death. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  G.  Laffitte,  Special  Justice,  First  Dbtrict,  and  Coroner. 

The  Hon.- IT.  H.  Breen,  Colonial  Secretary, 
&€.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  2. 
Sir,  Gros  Islet;  Second  District;  August  2^  184L 

I' HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  my^  District  Report  for  the  month  of' July ;  and  on  the 
occasion  of  the  completion  of  the  third  year  of  unrestricted  freedoin  it  is  satisfoctory  tomato  be 
able  to  report'  firxroiirabiyiof  ths:  eonduct.  andindnstry  of  the  agrieuUiral.  labourers-  in  this 
disiziot. 

It  is  with  pleasure  also  I  bear  testimony,  to  the  gf  neral  humanity  and  kind  treatment  of  the 
several  proprietors  and  managers  towards  the  labourers  in  their  employ. 

During  the  past  year,  cases  of  complaint  against  employers  by  their  labourers  have  been 
comparatively  few,  and  these  consist  chiefly  of  some  supposed  or  real  injury  in  the  settlenoent 
on  paying  ef  wages.  Many  difficulties  in  such  cases  arise  from  the  very  reprehensible^  practice 
of  enoouraging  the  labourers  to  coatraet  debts  by  purchasing  goods  or  provisi<ns  from  the 
shop  or  store  of  the  estate,  and  thai  on  paying:  hia  wag^^  exaeting,  or  requiring:  of  him  the 
liquidation  of  this  debt.  The  labourer,  finding  his  weekly  earnings  so  diminished  and 
extiausted  by  his  improvident  extravagance,  (encouraged  as  I  have  stated,)  feels  dissatisfied, 
and  considers  himself  injured  or  imposed  upon  by  his  emjdoyer;  then  seeks  redress  before  the 
magistrate,  or  quits  his  employ  with  disgust,  and  wamiers  somewhere  else,  to  become  a 
second  time  victim  to  the  same  pernicious  system. 

This  is  an  abuse ;  as  such  I  hare.aLwaya  considered  it  to  be;,  and  my  exertions  have  ever 
been  directed  in  the  endeavour  to  crush  this  mischievous  truck  system,  by  which  all  confidence 
between  the  labourer  and  his  employers  is  destroyed,  and  habits  of  steady,  continuous 
industry  practically  discouraged. 

The  very  high  prices  given  for  colonial  produce  in  England  encouraged  and  enabled  the 
cultivator  to  give  high,  even  very  high  wages,  to  hislabourers ;  but  a  change  has  taken  place, 
suj?ars  have  fallen  in  pnoe,-  and.  the  conaequenoe  is,  that  the  planters-  are  now  endeavouring  to 
effect  a  proportionate  reduction  in  the  wages  of  their  labourers.  They  say,  when  we 
prospered,  you  also  benefited ;  we  now  sutSktCf  and  yon  oi^ht  to  suffer  with  us.  This  may  be 
true,  but  is  not .  conviBcingr  to.  the  mind'  of  the  labourer,  who  cannot  be  brouglit  at  once  to 
submit  to  such  a  heavy  deduction  from  his  daily  wages  as  is  required  of  him  by  the  planters. 
The  consequence  has  been,  that  wherever  this  sudden  decrease  of  wages  has  been  enforced  the 
supply  of  labour  has  been  limited  and  uncertain.  Some  have  consented  to  work  for  1*.  per 
diem,  where  they  formerly  gpt  Is*  8d.  sterling ;  but  those  are  very  few ;  the  greater  number 
prefer  resortingrto  the  cultivation  of  their,  pdorision  gardens  for  a  time,  there  to  reflect  on  tha 
terms  o&red  tbem  for  their  labour,  and  to  take  advantage  of  the  favourable  season  for  plant- 
ing their  gardens.  On  some  estates  the  wages  have  been  reduced  to  a  fair  remuneration  of 
Is,  Sd,  sterling  per  diem ;  and  on  those  properties  no  serious  scardty  of'  labour  has  been 
experienced,  although  the  same  forcb  cannot  be  commanded  as  formerly. 

Again,  this  question  of  wages  for  agricultural  or  manufacturing  labour  has  never  been  placed 
on  a  fixed  sati^actory  footing.  No  scale  of  wages  has  ever  been  formed  or  adopted,  and  the 
greatest  difference  and  irregularity  exists  now^  as*  in  the  first  days  of  freedom^  as  to  the  remu- 
neration for  a  day's  labour  in  the  field  or  in  the  boiling-house.  Scarce  any  two  planters  are 
of  the  same  opinion  on  this  vital  question ;  and  in  no  two  districts  of  the  island  are  they  screed 
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HHir arpmtof -nieh  importaaee;  the^tsoateqMMio  i§,  iiatamstmnd  jmhmamy^maam^t  AmaaAmn, 
with  continued  striving  to  obtain  labour  at  the  sacrifice  of  their  omi  interests,  and  tlie  iatap* 
ruption  of  all  friendly  feeling  bctPFeen  neighbour  and  neighbour. 

if  centiniious  lalmr  oanoot  be  secured  undtr  such  •an  ever  Tarykig^system  of  wages,  surely 
the  cause  is  to  be  found  not  so  much  in  habits  of  idleness  or  indiJSbrcnce  to^oriL  on  the  part  of 
the  labourers,  as  in  the  inducement  to  change  held  out  by  the  planter  himself,  who  thus 
encourages  the  labourer  to  seek  at  a  distance  from  his  home  some  fancied  advantage  in  a 
trifling  increase  of  his  daily  wages.  This  id  no  supposition,  for  it  is  a  well  known  iact,  that  it 
is  a  common  practice  with  many  planters  to  pay  a  labourer,  when  a  stranger  to  the  estate,  a 
higher  rate  of  wages  than  a  labourer  resident  on  the  property,  and  this  often  at  a  premium  of 
one  fourth  more. 

Disputes  respecting  wages,  an  occasional  assault,  and  instances  of  summary  ejectment,  form 
the^priacipal  subjects  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  labourers.  On  the  other  hand,  the  aid 
of  the  magistrate  is  invoked  by  the  employer,  for  the  suppression  of  vagrancy,  the  punishment 
6{  trespass,  the  enforcement  of  contracts/ the  protection  of  property  from  wiHul  kgury^  whether 
by  Begket  er  otherwise,  and  in  all  other  matters  aifeeting  the  police  of  small  eommumties. 
With  the  exception  of  petty  brawls  and  breaches  of  thepeax^  ansongst  the  kbeurers  themselves. 
Bone  of  these  can  be  said  to  be  of  freqitentoccttrreiice. 

Wo  t»8e  of  crime  of  a  grievous  nature,  such  as  to  he  referred  to  the  criminal  a8sizes,'lHis 
ticcurred  in  this  district  during  the  year. 

One-  or  two  indiriduds  were  tried  and  convicted  beftire  the  pbliee  court  en  charge  of  pelty 
ti^fty^aad  were  sentenced  to  short  terms  of  imprisonment.  Two  eases  of  aggravated  asKudt, 
on  the  persons  of  two  labourers  by  dieir  emplc^ers  (one  of  whomiee  justice  of  tiic  peace) 
were  summarily  disposed  of,  and  due  protection  and  compensation  B«iwrded  to  the  injured 
parties. 

Although  not  within  the  limits  of  the  dishict  under  mry  immediate  charge  1  cannot  but 
aUuder  to  the  diminution  of  crime  generally  as  demonstrated  Irjr  the  Miowing-statentetit. 

On  the  1st  August,  1640,  the  number  of  prisoners  confined  'in  the  Ro]^*6aol  at  Castries 
(wbieh  is  the  only  public  prison  in  the  isknd)  was  as  follows  :«^ 


aa.yuKUL 


Priaeoers  under  sentence 
„         for  trial     •     . . 
„         lunatic 
,,         debt   ,.     '. 


Total 


.  23 

.  1 

..  -2 

.  56 


The  total  number  of  prisoners  now  in  the  gaol  is  23  in  all,  making  a  diflference  in  favour  of 
this  year  of  no  less  than  33 ;  classed,  17  under  sentence,  four  for  trial,  and  two  for  debt. 

I  am  disposed  to  view  this  light  calendar  as  being  strong  testimony  in  support  of  the  favour- 
able opinion  I  have  ventured  to  express,  of  the  general  conduct  of  the  labourers ;  and  when 
taken  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  there  were  no  cases  whatever  for  trial  before  the  last 
court  of  criminal  assizes,  at  its  usual  sittings  in  the  month  of  Jime,  it  assuredly  must  be 
admitted  that  our  colonial  peasantry  have  made  some  moral  progress  under  the  fostering 
influence  of  the  sun  of  freedom. 

I  have  already  had  occasion  to  express,  in  one  of  my  monthly  reports,  my  opinion  of  the 
relative  advantages  emanating  from  the  act  of  emancipation. 

I  stated  facts  to  show  the  pecuniary  benefits  of  the  proprietors,  and  proofs  are  not  wantin«f 
to  demonstrate  the  physical  and  moral  improvement  of  the  labourer.  My  conviction  on  both 
those  points  remains  unchanged ;  and  in  continuance  of  what  I  then  advanced,  I  add,  that 
sii^gar  cultivation  has  extended  and  is  progressing ;  that  active  measures  are  in  operation  to 
promote  and  encourage  the  augmentation  of  the  agricultural  labourers  in  the  island;  that 
immigration  from  the  neighbouring  island  of  Barbados  has  commenced,  and  that  by  the 
acquisition  of  this  additional  means  of  carrying  on  the  cultivation  of  the  staple  products  of  the 
colony  estates  will  still  further  increase  in  value.  The  aid  of  steam  has  been  called  in,  and 
engines  for  the  sugar  mills  are  being  erected  to  facilitate  the  process  of  manufacture,  whilst 
the  distillation  of  rum  is  carried  on  to  a  great  extent,  and  on  more  improved  principles  than 
by  the  method  hitherto  adopted. 

The  cultivation  of  cane  for  the  crop  of  1842  is  advanced,  and  the  crop  of  this  year,  although 
already  considerably  exceeding  the  total  amount  of  produce  made  last  year,  has  not  yet  been 
brought  to  a  close.  On  many  estates  large  fields  of  canes  must  remain  on  the  ground  uncut, 
in  consequence  of  the  manufacturing  process  having  been  arrested  by  the  late  dry  weather. 

The  quantity  of  sugar  shipped  at  this  date  exceeds  that  embarked  at  the  same  period  last 
year  by  little  short  of  one  thousand  casks. 

It  is  true  that  great  panic  exists  at  this  moment  amongst  the  merchants  and  landed  pro- 
prietors, in  consequence  of  the  stagnation  of  trade  and  low  price  of  colonial  produce  in 
England,  but  this  it  is  to  be  hoped  is  but  a  temporary  evil,  and  can  in  no  wise  be  considered 
as  a  consequence  of  the  great  change  in  the  condition  of  the  labouring  population  of  the 
colonies.  Indeed,  when  we  see  even  within  the  limits  of  this  small  island,  some  of  our 
wealthiest  proprietors  and  most  experienced  planters  still  extending  their  interests  and  expend- 
ing their  capital  in  increasing  largely  their  estates  by  purchase,  and  by  the  reestablishment  of 
formerly  abandoned  properties,  it  is  but  another  argument  in  favour  of  the  system,  and  a 
stronger  proof  of  the  success  hitherto  attending  its  operation. 

Annexed,  I  beg  leave  to  report  the  proceedings  of  a  court  held  at  Gros  Islet  on  the  24th 
July.    The  case  brought  before  the  court  was  of  an  unconunon  and  important  nature,  and  I 
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BI.  LUCIA.       flatter  myself  the  dedsion  given  thereon  may  meet  with  the  approbation  of  hb  ExeeUency  the 
—  Governor. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  James  V.  Drysdale,  Special  Justice,  Second  District 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
Henry  H.  Breen^  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  3. 
Sir,  Soufriere,  August  7,  1841. 

During  the  past  month  I  have  been  much  occupied  with  disputes  respecting  wages. 
I  am  now^  however,  most  happy  in  being  able  to  report  that  the  crisis  in  the  wages  question 
has  passed,  and  passed  most  happily,  (at  least  in  my  district.)  High  wages  for  irregular  aud 
unsteady  labour  are  not  the  elements  in  anv  country,  and  especially  in  St  Lucia,  to  form  an 
industrious  and  contented  peasantry ;  and  1  therefore  did  my  best,  by  mediating  between  the 
opposed  parties,  to  put  the  wages  question  on  a  sure  and  equitable  footing.  Throughout  the 
district,  on  the  sugar  properties,  where  the  negro  does  not  cultivate  canes  on  his  own  account, 
the  daily  wages  to  the  strans^er  for  ordinary  fieldwork  is  1^.  sterling,  and  lOcL  sterUng  the 
located  labourer;  that  is  to  the  labourer  enjoying  house  and  grounds  rent  free.  This,  under 
present  circumstances,  is,  in  my  humble  opinion,  a  fair  and  equitable  arran^rementy  and  I  am 
pleased  beyond  measure  at  the  manner  in  which  the  labourers  of  the  Third  District  have 
accepted  and  ^one  to  work  upon  these  terms;  it  proves  that  rather  than  forego  gratifying  thdr 
newly  acquired  wants  they  will  work  continuously,  and  I  an)  now  more  than  ever  certain  that 
if  the  newly  emancipated  negro  does  not  become,  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word,  a  civilized 
being,  the  fault  will  not  lie  with  him.  Since  I  last  had  the  honour  to  report  to  his  Excellency 
Colonel  Graydon,  72  Barbadians,  immigrant  labourers,  have  arrived  in  the  district ;  viz.,  43 
men,  14  females,  and  15  children.  They  are  all  of  them,  without  exception,  most  respectable 
agricultural  labourers  from  the  rural  districts  of  Barbados ;  eight  men  and  their  families  have 
located  themselves  on  the  Mome  Courbaril  estate,  and  the  others  have  made  engagementa 
with  the  proprietor  of  the  Union  Vale  and  Black  Bay  estates.  The  wages  given  to  these 
people  are  eight  dollars  per  mensem,  with  rations,  until  the  provision-grounds  allotted  to 
them  shall  be  in  full  bearing.  They  appear  delighted  with  their  prospects  in  this  country, 
and  I  need  hardly  say  that  the  parties  who  have  engaged  their  services  seem  well  pleased. at 
such  an  acquisition. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  Charles  Bennett,  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  Third  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
Henry  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  4. 


Sir,  Vieux  Fort,  St  Lucia,  August  1,  1841. 

My  last  official  report  contained  satisfactory  representations  as  to  the  state  of  the 
Fourth  District,  wherein  i  am  stationed ;  I  have  now  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the 
information  of  his  Excellency  Colonel  Graydon,  that  a  similar  condition  of  affairs  continues  to 
exist.  The  rates  of  wages  are  the  same  as  detailed  by  me  in  previous  reports ;  although,  on 
most  of  estates,  the  cessation  pf  crop  has  altered  the  nature  of  the  labour. 

The  admirable  practice  of  cultivating  canes  in  halves,  between  proprietors  and  labourers, 
which  I  have  once  or  twice  alluded  to  as  prevailing  in  this  district,  has  in  no  degree . 
diminished,  but  is,  on  the  contrary,  greatly  increased ;  and  I  feci  convinced  that  the  more 
general  adoption  of  this  mode  of  cultivation  would  add  much  and  contribute  largely 
to  the  prosperity  of  St.  Lucia ;  and  it  is  a  system  which  I  can  with  confidence  recopimend  for 
imitation  in  the  other  su^ar  colonies.  I  believe,  from  personal  inspection,  that  at  least  one 
third  of  the  cane  cultivation  in  the  Fourth  District  is  established  on  this  plan,  and  its  advan- 
tages to  the  proprietors  are  incalculable.  One  third  of  bis  canes  are  planted  and  cultivated 
without  any  expense  to  him,  and  he  is  insured  in  the  constant  residence  of  steady  and  indus- 
trious  labourers,  from  whom  he  can  always  rely  upon  having  the  labour  requisite  to  uphold 
the  remaining  two-thirds  of  his  cultivation.  To  tne  labourer  also^  as  I  have  in  previous 
reports  represented,  this  system  is  no  less  beneficial. 

In  the  absence  of  any  judicial  report  I  have  ventured  to  trespass  on  his  Excellency's  atten- 
tion with  these  observations ;  and  ere  I  conclude  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  deemed  guilty  of 
3];otism,  when  I  inform  you,  that  this  day  being  the  anniversary  of  the  memorable  abolition  of 
avery  in  the  British  colonies,  I  was  waited  on  by  a  body,  consisting  of  some  hundreds  of  the 
male  and  female  peasantry  of  the  district,  all  most  respectably  attired,  when  their  spokesman, 
in  a  very  neat  and  intelligent  speech,  stated  that  they  considered  that  particular  day  as  the 
most  appropriate  one  on  which  to  visit  me,  and  express  their  confidence  in  and  attachment  to 
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me.    Of  couTBe  I  respcmded  in  a  simikr  Btrain,  and  stated  my  well  founded  hopes  of  their       ST.  LUCIA* 
continued  good  conduct.  •*^»- 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  C.  Colquhoun,  Special  Justice,  Fourth  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c  fcc.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
Henry  H.  Brben,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  5. 
Sir,  Vieux  Fort,  August  2,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  bis  Excellency  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  that  no  case  was  brought  before  the  Court  of  Petty  ^Sessions  in  the  Fifth  District 
under  my  charge,  during  the  month  of  July,  nor  was  any  person  sentenced  to  imprisonment 
during  that  penod. 

Louis  Mauvais  Temps,  fined  5^.  Sd.  sterling  for  trespass. 

The  labourers  on  Troumassee  and  Canelle  estates,  mentioned  in  my  last  report  as  having 
struck  work,  in  consequence  of  a  reduction  of  wages,  have  come  to  arrangements  with  the 
proprietor,  and  are,  with  those  of  the  other  estates,  working  steadily  and  satis^torily. 

The  district  continues  in  undisturbed  tranquillity. 

I  have»  &c. 
(Signed)  James  Johnston,  Special  Justice,  Rfth  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &C. 

(True  Copy.) 
Henrt  H.  Breen,  Actmg  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  46. 


(No.  22.)  No.  10. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Darling,  administering  the 
General  Government  of  the  Windward  Islands,  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  October  2,  1841.  No.  lo. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your  Lordship  the  accompanying      loSept.  i84i. 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Graydon,  administering  the  Government . 
of  8t.  Lucia,  and  of  reports  of  the  special  magistrates  of  that  island  for  the  month 
of  August  last. 

1  have  &CC, 
(Signed)  HENRY  C.  DARLING,  Lieutenant-Governor, 

administering  the  General  Government. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
Sec.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  46.)  Enclosure  in  No.  10. 

Sir,  St.  Lucia,  September  10,  1841.  ^ncl.  in  No.  10. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward,  for  your  Excellency's  information,  copies  of  the  reports        Nos.  i  to  5. 
of  the  special  magistrates  for  the  month  of  August. 

I  have,  &c 
(Signed)  George  Graydon,  Lieutenant- Colonel, 

administering  the  Government. 

His  Excellency  Major-General  Darling,  Lieutenant-Governor, 

administering  the  General  Government, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

•     (True  Copy.) 
John  Bedinofeld,  Private  Secretary. 

No.  1. 

Sir,  ,         Castries,  September  3,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  herewith'  to  forward  my  report  of  the  First  District,  under  my 
charge,  for  the  month  of  August,  and  in  doing  so  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  my  report  for  the 
preceding  month. 

On  the  12th  ultimo  I  held  an  inquest  on  the  body  of  a  young  boy  of  about  10  years  of  age, 
who  was  drowned  by  accidentally  falling  into  a  well  on  the  property  of  M.  V.  Nf arucheau ; 
the  jury,  in  returning  their  verdict,  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  accident  was  occa- 
sioned by  the  negligence  of  the  proprietor  in  leaving  the  well  without  being  properly  built  \ip, 
so  as  to  prevent  persons  from  slipping  in.  Mr.  Marucheau  being  absent  at  the  time,  I  ordered, 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  jury,  that  this  well  should  be  properly  secured,  or  otherwise  filled  up, 

A. 
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ST.  LTICIA*      uid  since  then  I  have  asoertaiDed  that  ^  neoeesary  preoanfiMn  have  not  beea  taken  to 
^— —  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  an  accident 

I  have^  therefore,  considered  it  my  duty  to  bHng  the  circumstance  under  his  Excellency's 
notice,  in  order  that  he  may  adopt  sudi  steps  as  he  miv  think  mniiiitrji. 

Inayet&c 
(Si^ed)  G.  Laffittb,  SpecialJustice,  Rrst  District* 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
Henry  H.  Brbbn,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  2. 
Sir,  Gros  Islet,  Second  District,  September  2,  1841. 

No  change  in  the  state  of  this  district  since  my  report  for  the  month  of  J«ly. 
The  sugar  crop  may  be  said  to  have  terminated,  as  only  on  one  or  two  estates  are  the  miUs 
still  going.  Much  rain  has  fallen  durnig  the  nMUith.  There  has  been  no  caae  ffoqoiriii|r  the 
assembly  of  a  Court  of  Petty  Soosiom.  A  few  more  labourers  Srom  Barbados  bairo  arrived, 
and  are  located  in  this  district  oa  the  Union  estate.  They  all  express  themselvos  pleased 
with  the  change;  and  their  employor,  Mr«  M.  Todd,  is  also  satkfied  with  their  agricuUural 
labours. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  James  V.  Drysdalb,  Special  Justice,  Second  District 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
Henry  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 

No.  3. 
Sir,  Soufriere,  September  6,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  that  little  has  occurred  worthy  particular  notice  in  the 
Third  District  during  August  last.  About  the  middle  of  the  month,  the  crop  being  finished, 
there  was  a  slight  stoppage  of  work  on  some  few  of  the  sugar  estates,  particularly  on  the 
Reunion  estate,  parish  of  Choiseul.  This,  however,  by  friendly  meditation  between  pro- 
prietor and  labourer,  I  easily  arranged,  and  all  has  gone  well  since. 

The  anniversary,  1st  of  August,  did  not  cause  much  interruption  this  year ;  the  day  was 
scarcely  noticed  oy  the  labourers  of  this  district.  I  regret,  however,  to  say  that  now  the 
sugar  crop  is  over  for  the  season,  complaints  respecting  the(te  of  canes  and  ground  prcmsioiis 
are  much  on  the  increase ;  and,  upon  conviction,  1  have  been  compelled  to  award  punish* 
ment  on  the  following  prisoners  : — 

Ferdinand,  labourer  on  the  Union  Vale  estate ;  theft  of  canes.     Fortnight's  imm*isonment. 

Balthazar  and  Pierre,  laboarers  on  the  St  Pierre  estate ;  theft  of  plantains,  jliree  weeks* 
imprisonment,  with  hard  labour  ;  these  were  old  offenders. 

Jules,  labourer  on  the  St.  Remy  estate;  theft  of  yams.  Three  weeks*  imprisononment. 
An  aggravated  case  of  theft  and  devastation  of  canes  having  occurred  on  the  Reunion  estate, 
Choiseul,  for  the  sake  of  example  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  commit  the  accosed  party 
(who  gave  considerable  trouble  to  the  poUce  in  his  arrest),  to  a  superior  court  at  Castries, 
where  he  now  awaits  his  trial. 

The  rains  appear  to  have  set  in  permanently,  and  the  canes  for  next  crop  give  splendid 
promise. 

I  have,  &c 
(Signed)  Cuarlbs  Bennett,  Special  Justice,  Third  District 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&C.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
Henry  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 

No.  4. 
Sir,  Vieux  Fort,  September  1,  1841. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  his  ExceUency  Cdonel 
Graydon,  that  in  the  Fourth  District,  under  my  superintendence,  no  change  or  occurrence  of 
material  importance  to  the  district,  or  colony,  has  taken  place  since  the  date  of  my  last 
monthly  report. 

The  annual  special  report,  called  for  by  the  Right  Honourable  Secretary  for  the  Colonial 
Department,  which  I  shall  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  in  a  few  days,  obviates  the 
necessity  for  any  detail  from  me  on  this  occasion. 

I  hajire,  &c. 
(Si^ed)  A.  C.  CoLQUHOUN,  Special  Justice,  Fourth  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colcmial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &C. 

(True  Copy.) 
HenrT  H.  Brj^n,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 
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No.  5.  art  juuciA, 

Sir,  Vieux  Fort,  September  2,  1841.  -^--- 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  that  no  case  was  brought  before  the  Court  of  Petty  Sessions  during]  the  month  of 
August,  nor  was  any  person  sentenced  by  me  to  fine  or  imprisonment 
There  has  beai  no  alteration  in  the  rate  of  wages  since  my  last  report. 
The  district  remains  in  undisturbed  tranquillity. 

I  have,  && 
(Signed)  J.  Johnston,  Special  Justice,  Fifth  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Uolonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c 

(True  Copy.) 
Hbnry  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 

(No.  25.)  No.  11. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenaht-Governor  Darling,  administering  the 
General  Government  of  the  Windward  Islands,  to  Liord  Stanley. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  October  25^  1841.  No.  ii. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your  Lordship  the  accompanying      ^^  Aj^ia^^' 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Graydon,  administering  the  Government     With  5  keportf. 

of  St.  Lucia,  and  of  reports  of  the  special  magistrates  of  that  island,  for  the  month 

of  September  last. 

T  bave  &c 
(Signed)  HENRY  C.  DARLING,  Lieutenant-Governor, 

administering  the  General  Government. 
The  Right  Hon,  Lord  Stanley, 
See.  &c. 

(No.  49.)  Enclosure  in  No.  1 1. 

Sir,  St.  Lucia,  October  U,  1841.         End,  in  No,  11. 

I  HAVi  the  honour  to  forward,  for  your  Excellency's  information,  copies  of  the  reports        Nog.  1  to  5. 
of  the  stipendiary  magistrates  for  the  month  of  September. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  George  Graydon,  lieutenant-Colonel 

administering  the  Government. 
His  HxcellenQ^  Major-General  Darling,  Lieutenant-Governor, 
admmistering  the  General  Government. 

&C  &C.  iLC. 

(True  Copy.) 
John  Bbdingfeld,  Private  Secretary. 

No.  1. 
Bt,  Castries^  October  1,  1841. 

Having  this  day  sent  in  my  annual  report,  as  required  by  your  letter  under  date, 
28th  August,  I  have  the  honour  to  refer  bis  Excellency  thereto  for  the  monthly  report  of  my 
district  for  the  month  of  September. 

I  have,  &c 
(Signed)  G.  Laffittk,  Special  Justice,  First  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
Henry  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 

No.  2. 
Sir,  Gros  Islet,  Oct.  1,  1841. 

.  Having  stated  at  length  in  my  annual  report,  lately  transmitted  to  your  office,  my 
opinion  of  the  present  state  of  cultivation,  and  general  conduct  of  the  labourers^  I  am  not 
prepared  to  add  any  flurdier  observations  respecting  the  district  under  my  charge. 

A  more  tiian  usual  number  of  cases  have  been  adjudicated  on,  in  the  course  of  the  past 
month ;  these  have  mostiy  consisted  of  personal  quarrels  and  family  disputes  amongst  the 
labourers ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  attribute  the  occiurenoe  of  so  many  police  oases  to  the  ex- 
citemoit  which  prevailed  amongst  the  labourers  for  some  weeks  during  the  celebration  of  one 
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ST.  LUCiA       formerly  employed  on  the  Corinthe  estate.     A  verdict  of  accidental  death  by  drowniig,  was 
-^—  returned  by  the  jury. 

I  have^  &c. 
(Signed)  James  V.  Drtsdale^  Special  Justice^  Second  District 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 

&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
Henrt  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  3. 
Sir,  Soufnere,  October  10, 1841. 

Nothing  worthy  of  special  report  has  occurred  in  the  Third  District  during  the  month 
of  September.  Hie  coffee  estates  have  commenced  gathering  in  the  most  abundant  harvest 
which  has  been  seen  for  the  last  ten  years  j  and  the  sugar  properties  are  all  advanced  in  their 
preparations  for  next  year's  crop. 

Wages  are  from  lOc^.  sterling  to  1^.  per  diem. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  Charles  Bennett^  Special  Justice^  Third  Distrid 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
Henry  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  4. 
Sir,  Vieux  Fort,  October  1, 1841. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  you»  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  Cdooel 
Graydon^  that  no  occurrence  of  importance  has  taken  place  in  the  Fourth  District  since  my  last 
official  communication.  Labour  is  progressing  rapidly ;  and  although  crop  is  now  over,  die 
rate  of  wages  continues  the  same.     Appearances  for  next  crop  are  highly  favourable. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  A.  C.  Colquhoun,  Special  Justice,  Fourth  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &a  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
Henry  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 


No.  5. 
Sir,  Micoud,  October  3,  1841. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lieuteoant- 
Governor,  that  no  Court  of  Petty  Sessions  was  held  in  the  Fifth  District,  neither  was  ai^ 
labourer  committed  to  prison,  during  the  month  of  September. 
There  has  been  no  variation  in  the  rate  of  wages. 
The  weather  continues  favourable. 

Some  ebullition  of  feeling  was  evinced  by  the  labourers  on  three  estates  in  the  quarter  of 
Micoud,  in  consequence  of  a  report  having  been  afloat  that  some  persons  intended  to  assassinate 
the  curate  of  the  parish.  I  lost  no  time  in  proceeding  to  tliose  estates ;  and,  having  assembled 
the  labourers  in  presence  of  their  employers,  pointed  out  the  irregularity  of  their  conduct. 
They  felt  the  admonition,  and  promised  nothing  of  the  kind  should  happen  in  future, 
'liie  district  remains  in  tranquillity. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  JabIes  Johnston,  Special  Justice,  Fifth  District 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
Henry  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 


(No.  17.)  No.  12. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Stanley  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Darung, 

administering  the  General  Government  of  the  Windward  Islands. 
Sir,  Downing-street,  January  26,  1842. 

No.  12.  1  HAVK  rwiftived  vour  Desoatches.  of  the  nmnbers  and  dates  noted  in  the 
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Mr.  Colquhoun,  in  his  return  for  the  month  of  July,  adverts  to  a  practice  adopted 
between  the  managers  and  labourers  in  his  district,  of  cultivating  the  canes  upon 
the  principle  of  dividing  the  produce  between  the  owner  of  the  soil  and  the  culti- 
vator. I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  detailed  accounts  of  this  plan,  which  appears  to 
me  well  adapted  to  the  present  circumstances  of  the  colonies,  but  which  seems  to 
have  been  proportionately  much  more  generally  introduced  in  St.  Lucia  than  in 
any  other  colony  from  which  reports  have  reached  me. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  STANLEY. 

His  Excellency  Major- General  Darling,  administering 
the  General  Government. 
&c.     &c.     &c. 


ST.  LUCIA. 


(No.  26.)  No.  13. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Darling,  administering  the 

General  Government  of  the  Windward  Islands,  to  Lord  Stanley. 
My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  October  26,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  forwarding  to  your  Lordship  the  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Graydon,  administering  the  Grovernment  of  St.  Lucia,  enclosing 
reports  of  the  stipendiary  magistrates  of  that  island,  in  reply  to  the  six  questions 
referred  to  in  Lord  John  Russell*s  Despatch. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  HENRY  C.  DARLING,  Lieutenant-Governor, 

administering  the  General  Government. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley, 
&c.         &c.         &c. 


50. 


Enclosure  in  No.  13. 


(No. 

Sir,  St.  Lucia,  October  12,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  Circular- Despatch 
of  the  10th  August  (No.  14),  enclosing  extracts  of  a  Despatch  from  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonial  Department,  together  with  a  series  of  six  questions,  to 
be  reported  on  by  the  stipendiary  magistrates ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  forward  to  your  Excellency 
the  reports  referred  to  in  the  said  Despatch. 

I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)  George  Graydon,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 

administering  the  Government. 

His  Excellency  Major-Greneral  Darling,  Lieutenant-Governor^ 

administering  the  General  Government, 
&c  Sec.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
John  Bedinofbld^  Private  Secretary. 


No.  33:. 

12  Oct.  1841 ; 

No.  50. 

With  5  Reports. 


End.  in  No.  32;. 


Nos.  1  to  5. 


No.  L 
Sir,  Castries,  First  District,  October  1,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour,  according  to  the  instructions  conveyed  in  your  official  letter  of  the 
28th  August,  to  forward  my  replies  to  the  series  of  questions  submitted  to  the  stipendiary 
magistrates  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonial  Department. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  G.  Laffitte,  Special  Justice,  First  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
Henry  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 


Castries,  First  District,  October  1,  1841. 

No.  L — General  Character  and  Condition  of  the  Peasantry. 

The  labouring  population,  since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship,  study  to  conduct 
themselves  in  such  a  manner  as  to  show  they  know  how  to  appreciate  the  great  boon  which 
has  been  conferred  on  them ;  and,  finding  themselves  now  more  independent  than  they  were 
during  the  apprenticeship,  they  employ  their  means  in  establishing  themselves  and  their  families 
in  a  manner  suitable  to  their  altered  condition.  Their  great  ambition  is  to  have  their  own 
private  residence ;  and,  in  order  to  do  this,  notwithstanding  the  generahty  of  the  planters  in 
this  district  allow  them  a  house  and  provision-grounds  on  their  estates,  without  exacting  any 
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• 
ST.  LUCIA.      payment ;  sliU  they  prefer  to  hire  from  those  same  plantera^  at  a  fix^d  annual  rent,  and  some- 
— '"  times  even  to*  purchase  portions  of  land>  where  they  establish  their  domicile  and  provision- 

grounds  ;  and  when  they  are  not  working  for  themselves,  which  does  not  often  exceed  one  day 
in  the  week,  they  hire  tnemselves  on  the  estates  nearest  to  their  residence,  and  lay  out  the 
money  thus  earned  in  furnishing  their  houses,  dressing  and  nourishing  their  wife  and  children 
in  clothing  and  food  of  a*  superior  quality  to  what  they  were  wont  to  do  formerly. 

Deaths  are  rather  less  fVequent  amongst  the  labouring  population  than  otherwise,  and  whieh 
I  consider  in  some  measure  attributable  to  better  nourishment  than  formerly  ;  and,  in  case  o* 
sickness,  they  have  always  sufficient  money,  either  of  their  own  or  by  advances  made  them  on 
the  estates.  In  the  district  under  my  charge,  a  professional  man  is  regularly  paid  by  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  estate,  to  visit  them  periodically.  Those  persons  who  are  either  too  poor,  or 
without  relations  or  friends  who  have  the  means  of  nursing  them  when  sick,  are  sent  to  the 
asylum  for  the  poor  at  Castries,  by  an  order  from  a  magistrate,  upon  application  being  made 
for  such. 

Crimes  and  offences  of  all  kinds  are  considerably  diminished. 

The  chief  ambition  of  the  labouring  population  now  is  to  dress  themselves  and  their 
children,  and  conduct  themselves  in  a  manner  that  would  even  surpass  our  European  pea- 
santry';  on  Sundays  and  fete  days  the  church  is  actually  crowded  with  these  persons,  many 
of  whom  come  a  considerable  distance  from  the  country  to  attend  the  mass. 


No.  II. — Relations  between  the  Peasantry  and  the  Proprietors.^ 

Generally  speaking,  the  best  possible  understanding  exists  between  the  peasantry  and  their 
employers;  many  of  the  planters  have  given  pieces  of  canes  to  cultivate  at  half  profit  with 
their  labourers :  at  first  the  latter  entered  into  those  contracts  with  suspicion,  being  obliged  to 
wait  the  end  of  the  crop  to  ascertain  their  earnings  during  the  year,  but  finding  now  that  it  is 
to  their  interest,  they  are  desirous  of  obtaining  them. 

In  different  parts  of  the  dLttriet  several  smalt  hamlets  are  in  formation,  but  on  land  belonging 
principally  to  private  individuals.  I  do  not,  therefore,  think  that  this  can  in  any  way  h© 
considered  as  affecting  the  supply  of  labour  for  cultivation  of  the  staple  psoducaof  the  colony, 
the  peasantry  of  this  island  being  disposed  to  be  industrious. 


No.  II  I.) — New  Institutions. 

.In  this  disl:rict  there  are  two  Roman  Catholic  churches,  at  a  distance  of  about  18  miles 
from  one  to  the  other,  and  one  Protestant  church  in  the  town  of  Castries ;  the  one  at  Anse 
Liaraye,  the  extranity  of  the  district,  is  only  casually  attended  by  a  priest  from  Castries  about 
once  a  month.  There  are  two  schools  of  tlie  Mico  establishment,  and  two  other  small  schools, 
in  the  town  of  Castries;  the  former  are  more  attended,  being  almost  gratis,  and  the  education 
is  in  English,  which  they  are  desirous  of  learning ;  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  are  generally 
opposed  to  these  establishments,  and  in  some  instances  have  prevented  children  from  attending, 
and  at  the  same  time  they  do  not  afford  any  similar  institutions  for  the  instruction  of  the  lower 
classeg. 


No,  IV.— State  and  Prospects  of  Cultivation. 

In  the  district  under  my  charge  there  are  12  sugar  estates,  employing  on  an  average  from 
40  to  120  effective  labourers  each.  The  crop,  which  is  nearly  now  terminated,  has  been 
mpre  abundant  than  last  year*s,  and  a  considerable  augmentation  has  been  made  to  the 
plantations  for  next  crop,  and  which,  from  present  appearance,  is  expected  to  be  still  more 
fruitful  than  the  present.  The  weather  latterly  has  been  very  favourable.  The  wages  average 
from  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  lOd.  sterling  per  diem,  though  on  some  of  the  estates,  where  the  task 
system  is  employed,  the  labourers  are  able  to  earn  more. 


No.  V. — Improvements  and  Discoveries. 

There  have  been  no  improvements  or  discoveries  since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship 
in  my  district;  three  estates  only  make  use  of  the  plough,  and  it  has  been  found  to  consider- 
ably  decrease  manual  labour. 

No.  VI.— State  of  Internal  Traffic. 

There  is  no  other  internal  traffic  than  a  few  hucksters,  who  go  upon  the  estates  with  a  few 
dry  goods  and  comestibles.  On  some  estates  shops  were  established,  but  they  have  all 
been  abandoned  with  the  exception  of  one ;  the  labourers  bein^  paid  their  wages  in  money, 
prefer  coming  to  town  with  their  provisions  and  poultry,  and  purdiasing  what  they  may  require : 
Saturday  is  the  day  fixed  throughout  the  colony  for  the  market  day.  -Merchandize  of  an 
inferior  quality  is  no  longer  in  demand,  the  labourers  preferring  a  superior  quality  to  what  they 
were  formeily  accustomed  to. 

(Signed)  G.  Laffitte,  Special  Justice,  First  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 

&c.  &c.  &c. 

(A  True  Copy.) 
Henry  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 
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No.  2.  ST.  LUCIA- 

Sir,  Gros  Islet,  Second  District,  September  20,  1841.  ' 

I  HAVE  the  honour,  according  to  the  instructions  conveyed  in  your  official  letter  of  th^ 
28th  August,  to  forward  my  replies  to  the  series  of  questions  submitted  to  the  stipendiary 
magistrates  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonial  Department. 

I  have.  See., 
(Signed)  Jambs  V.  Drysdale,  Special  Justice,  Second  District 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
Henry  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 


Report  on  Questions  submitted  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 

Colonial  Department. 

^o.  I. — General  Character  and  Condition  of  the  Peasantry. 

A  decided  and  general  improvement  has  taken  place  both  in  the  character  and  condition  of 
the  labourer. 

Marriage  has  become  more  frequent,  and  is,  indeed,  now  considered  by  most  of  the  labourers 
as  adding  greatly  to  their  respectability,  cmd  as  being  essentiAl  to  their  domestic  comfort  and 
tranquillity.  NothiRg  is  iBore  common  thiui  vexatioue  quarreb  and  domestic  brofls  (often  of  a 
serious  nature),  arising  from  jealousy  and  distrust  between  those  living  in  a  state  of  degrading 
concubinage.  This  is  feet  disappearing  through  the  exertions  of  the  clergy,  persuading  the 
labourers  to  marry. 

The  labourers  also  manifest  more  solicitude  for  the  early  and  regular  baptism  of  their 
children,  and  it  is  rare  now  to  see,  as  in  former  days,  several  children  of  the  same  family  yet 
unchristened. 

Their  taste  for  dreas  and  luxury  has  wonderfully  increased.  Hie  coarse  stuff  for  clothing, 
as  formerly  worn  by  the  'slave,  has  been  driven  from  the  market,  and  fine  calicoes,  silks, 
Madras  handkerchiefs  substituted.  It  is,  indeed,  astonishing  to  witness  the  extravagance  in 
dress  exhibited  by  the  labourers  on  holidays,  and  more  especially  when  celebrating  some  of 
their  own  particular  festivals. 

The  most  costly  dresses  in  silk  and  fine  musliss  for  their  persons,  their  heads  adoraed  with 
the  brilliant  colours  of  the  Madras,  studded  with  g(dden  trinkets,  and  shaded  from  the  rays  of 
a  tropical  sun  by  the  protecting  silk  parasol,  are  not  exaggeratioofi  when  applied  to  the  per- 
sonal display  cf  our  female  labourers  qn  feast  days,  or  great  oeremonies  of  the  Catholic 
church ;  whikt  the  superfine  coat  and  Bond-etreet  bat  are  to  be  seen  in  profusion  wbereter 
the  labourers  are  congregated.  Such  is  the  holiday  costuoAe  of  the  labourer,  who  but  a  abort 
time  ago  was  indebted  to  the  liberality  or  the  oblsgataan  of  others  for  .his  Kilmarnock  cap  or 
Penniston  jacket. 

It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the  rate  of  mortality  now,  as  compared  with  that  during  the 
apprenticeship,  but  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  greater  than  form^^y.  I  am  aware- 
that,  for  some  time  subsequent  to  the  general  enmncipation,  the  mortality  amongst  the  old 
and  infirm,  and  the  very  young  children,  was  considerably  increased;  but  this  does  not  con- 
tinue to  exist. 

I  may  safelv  say  that  crime,  and  offences  also  of  a  lighter  nature  are  of  less  frequent  oc- 
currence ;  and  I  feel  much  satisfaction  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  general  tranquillity  and 
good  order  pervading  the  district  under  my  charge,  in  corroboration  of  which  I  beg  leave  to- 
refer  to  my  several  monthly  reports,  and  in  an  especial  manner  to  that  rendered  for  the  month, 
of  July  last 

No.  IL — ^Relations  between  the  Peasantry  and  the  Proprietors. 
A  good  understanding  and  friendly  feeUog  -exists  between  the  labourer  and  his  employer. 
No  rent  for  house  or  provision-grounds  is  required  of  auch  labourers  as  are  located  on  the 
estate  benefited  by  their  labour.     The  labourers  are  generally  desirous  of  being  totally  inde- 

{)endent,  and  manv  of  them  have  become  proprietors  of  small  allotments  of  land,  and  a  very 
arge  number  hold  several  acres  of  land  by  annual  lease. 

These  settlements  are  generallv  well  cultivated  and  provided  with  comfortable  houses: 
stock  of  every  description  is  raised  by  auch  settlers,  and  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  a  pro- 
prietor to  ride  his  own  horse  to  church,  or  to  the  estate  on  which  he  bestows  his  extra  labour. 

I  do  not  coasider  the  establishment  of  the  labourers,  a&  independent  settlers,  as  being 
decidedly  inimical  to  the  cultivation  of  the  staple  produce  of  the  colony,  as  I  have  invariably 
found  that  they  continue,  as  formerly,  to  work  on  the  sugar  estates.  Indeed  I  am  aware  that 
the  labourers  are  encouraged  by  many  planters  in  thus  hiring  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  their 
estates.  The  cultivation  of  their  provision-grounds  requires  but  a  small  portion  of  their  time, 
and  the  surplus  of  their  labour  is  given  to  those  estates  nearest  their  respective  dwellings. 
Their  services  may  not  be  so  much  at  command  as  formerly,  neither,  peAaps,  their  labour  so 
continued,  but  it  is  not  less  true  that  they  have  not  abandoned  the  idea  of  working  the  large 
estates,  and,  in  fact,  continue  their  services  as  efficient  agricultural  labourers.  My  opinion  of 
such  settlements  is  favourable  to  the  system. 
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ST*  LUCIA.  No.  III. — New  Institutions. 

— •  In  this  district  there  is  one  Catholic  church  in  the  village  of  Gros  Islet,  and  a  temporary 

chapel  on  one  of  the  large  estates. 

A  Catholic  priest,  resident  in  Gros  Islet,  visits  occasionally  the  parish  of  Dauphin,  which 
forms  part  of  this  district.  A  branch  of  the  Mico  Institution  is  established  in  Gros  Islet.  The 
number  of  children  attending  the  school  is  now  32.  Many  more  were  formerly  enrolled,  but 
have  been  since  withdrawn  by  their  parents,  acting  under  the  influence  of  the  parish  priest. 
No  saving  bank  or  benefit  society  exists  in  this  district.  This  is  to  be  regretted,  as  I  know 
many  labourers  who  have  amassed  conidderable  sums  by  their  industry  smce  they  became 
freemen. 


No.  IV.  State  and  Prospects  of  Cultivation. 

This  district  contains  12  sugar  estates.  The  crop  has  just  terminated,  and  the  quantity  of 
produce  made  exceeds  considerably  that  of  last  year. 

The  prospect  for  the  crop  of  1842  is  good.  Much  additional  land  has  been  planted  in  canes, 
and  the  weather  is  now  favourable. 

The  rate  of  wages  in  this  district  has  been  raised  during  the  past  year  from  1^.  Sd.  to  2$.  6d. 
sterling  per  diem.  It  may  now  be  said  to  be  generally  fixed  throughout  the  several  quarters  of 
the  district  at  Is,  Sd,  to  I^.  \0d.  sterling  per  diem,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  work  per* 
formed. 

These  wages  are  ^ven  independent  of  the  free  occupation  and  possession  of  houses  and  pro* 
vision  grounds,  with  liberty  to  raise  stock  to  such  labourers  as  reside  on  the  properties.  Medical 
attendance  in  cases  of  sickness  is  provided  for  by  only  three  estates  in  the  district.  A  conside- 
rable portion  of  the  estates'  work  is  performed  by  contract  labour,  and  on  many  properties  the 
system  of  cultivating  cane  fields  in  snares  with  one  or  more  labourers,  has  been  attended  with 
advantage  to  both  the  labourer  and  the  proprietors  of  the  soil. 

There  is  great  room  for  additional  supply  of  labour. 

Although  the  ordinary  work  of  an  estate  is  not  arrested  altogether,  yet  it  is  frequently  sus- 
pended or  delayed  by  the  difiiculty  of  securing  uninterrupted  labour,  whereby  there  is  incurred 
a  positive  loss  of  time,  and  frequently  also  the  advantage  of  a  favourable  season. 

The  supply  of  labour  is  inadequate  to  the  demand,  and  this  can  alone  be  remedied  by  emi- 
gration. 

Continuous  labour  (so  necessary  for  the  effective  cultivation  of  a  sugar  estate)  cannot  be 
expected  from  a  population  so  few  in  number  and  so  easily  made  independent  by  the  purchase 
or  hiring  of  lands  on  which  they  can  settle  and  provide  for  themselves. 

The  industry  of  the  labourer  may,  for  a  time,  be  promoted  and  stimulated,  by  encouraging 
the  growing  taste  for  luxuries  and  superfluities  which  he  already  possesses  in  no  slight  degree ; 
but  it  is  only  to  the  salutary  influence  of  religion  and  education  that  we  can  look  for  that  per- 
manent effect  on  the  mind  and  habits  of  the  labourer,  whereby  he  may  be  brought  to  consider 
steady  honest  industry  not  only  as  a  means  of  satisfying  his  personal  wants  or  his  varieties,  but 
as  a  duty  both  towards  himself  and  that  community  of  which  he  is  now  a  free  and  unfettered 
ihember. 

The  tide  of  emigration  has  set  in  from  the  neighbouring  island  of  Barbados,  and  promises 
soon  to  irrigate  and  fertilize  the  soil  of  St.  Lucia  by  a  well-regulated  and  healthy  influx  of 
experienced  agricultural  labourers. 

No.  V.  Improvements  and  Discoveries. 

Under  this  head  I  have  only  to  note  the  erection  of  two  additional  steam  engines  in  this 
district.  I  may  also  remark  the  substitution  of  an  improved  method  of  rum  distillation,  by 
which  a  very  considerable  gain  is  said  to  be  effected. 

The  plough  is  not  in  general  use,  but  I  feel  confident  will  soon  be  adopted  when  its  advan- 
tageous application  is  made  manifest  by  experience.  The  nature  of  the  soil,  and  generally  flat 
or  even  gi*ound  of  this  district,  is  favourable  for  its  use  in  preparing  cane  land. 


No.  VI.  Internal  Traffic. 

The  labourers  in  this  district  are  enabled,  by  their  proximity  to  the  town  of  Castries,  to 
supply  themselves  with  such  necessaries,  provisions,  and  articles  of  dress,  as  they  may  require ; 
consequently  there  is  little  effected  by  sale  on  the  estates,  or  by  travelling  hucksters. 

I  cannot  condemn,  in  sufficiently  strong  terms,  the  system  of  shop-keeping  on  estates.  The 
labourer  is  encouraged  to  mortgage  his  wages  before  they  are  earned,  by  his  being  accorded  a 
deceptive  credit  for  goods  taken  from  the  shop ;  and  when  the  day  of  payment  comes,  distrust 
and  discontent  are  created  by  this  mischievous  system.  Having  so  fully  and  so  frequently 
animadverted  on  the  evils  attending  this  practice,  in  my  monthly  reports,  I  here  refrain  fix)m 
saying  more. 

The  kind  of  goods  in  demand  by  the  labourers  is  such  as  are  of  good  quality,  handsome  and 
gaudy  patterns,  and  anything  novel  or  unusual. 

The  description  of  coarse  goods,  formerly  imported,  are  no  longer  saleable,  and  even  cotton 
umbrellas  are  a  drug  in  the  market ;  handsome  costly  silk  parasols  being  the  only  description 
made  use  of  by  the  emancipated  labourer. 

(Signed)  James  V.  Drysdale,  Special  Justice,  Second  District. 

(True  Copy.) 
Henky  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 
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No.  3. 

Third  District. 
No.  I.— Genial  Character  and  Condition  of  the  Peasantry ;  noticing  any  change  observable  since 
the  dissolution  of  the  Apprenticeship  on  their  manners,  habits>  or  tastes,  on  the  rate  of 
mortality,  or  cm  the  nature  and  frequency  of  offences. 

To  the  questions  cited  above,  I  have  the  honour  to  reply  that  human  nature  in  the  negro, 
like  human  nature  everywhere  else,  is  but  slowly  progressive,  and  too  short  a  period  has  elapsed 
since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship  to  afl^rd  any  marked  advance  in  the  negro  character 
in  its  progress  towards  social  improvement.  I  do  not,  however,  hesitate  to  say  that  the  amelio- 
ration which  has  been  made,  although  small,  is  entirely  due  to  complete  emancipation. 

I  am  afraid  that  what  I  am  about  to  say  will  not  please  the  ultra  philanthropist ;  neverthe- 
less I  shall  conscientiously  state  what  my  observations  on  the  negro  character  have  led  me  to 
believe  to  be  the  truth,  wnich  is,  that  negro  intellect  m  the  mass  is  as  yet  inferior  to  the  intellect 
of  the  white  race.  As  to  the  capability  of  the  negro  intellect  to  participate  in  the  ordinary  laws 
of  social  progress,  as  observed  in  the  other  races,  and,  under  like  circumstances,  ultimately 
arrive  at  the  standard  of  his  white  brethren,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied ;  but  many,  many  years  (ages 
I  fear  in  poor  St.  Lucia)  must  elapse,  and  those  years  must  be  carefijly  watched  over  and 
employed,  ere  the  negro  bbourer  shall  be  on  an  intellectual  equality  with  his  European  brother. 
Freedom  alone  will,  no  doubt,  do  much,  even  with  the  present  generation,  to  lessen  this  infe- 
riority;  but  it  is  to  freedom,  combined  with  religious  and  moral  trainings,  together  with  indus- 
trial competition,  operating  on  the  rising  generation,  from  which  we  are  to  expect  the  bright 
result  alluded  to  above.  So  much  for  the  intellect  But  glad  am  I  to  say,  that  in  docility  and 
gaiety  of  disposition,  the  St.  Lucia  negro  is,  at  least,  equal,  nay  I  think  superior,  to  the  white 
uneducated  labourer  of  Europe,  ' 

Slavery,  if  it  have  repressed,  by  its  iron  discipline,  all  the  nobler  faculties,  has  in  an  almost 
equal  ratio  prevented  the  developement  of  the  graver  passions  of  the  human  mind.  In  fact, 
the  character  and  disposition  of  the  St.  Lucia  labourer  may  be  summed  up  in  a  few  words  : — 
Emancipation  found  nim  in  mental  qualities  a  mere  child, — a  good-humoured,  spoiled,  and 
wayward  child ;  like  the  child  capable  of  being  moulded  into  good  or  evil,  according  to  the 
measures  observed  towards  Tiim ;  like  the  child,  too,  requiring  at  times  to  be  guided,  at  times 
to  be  coaxed,  and  at  times  to  be  coerced,  even  into  the  right  road.  I  will  now  endeavour  to 
state  what,  in  my  humble  opinion,  is  the  progress  which  he  has  made  since  August,  1838. 
At  first,  when  completely*  emancipated,  he  thought  that  liberty  consisted  in  the  power  of  going, 
without  restraint,  wherever  his  caprice  might  prompt  him ;  secondly,  in  avoiding  all  obligations 
which  might  exact  a  regular  and  assiduous  employment  of  his  time ;  thirdly,  to  work  only  to 
gratify  the  necessities  of  the  moment.  Now-a-days  he  begins  to  judge  more  correctly  on  these 
points.  He  begins  to  understand  that  his  liberty  is  not  compromised  when  he  subjects  himself, 
for  payment,  to  any  engagement  for<;ontinued  labour.  He  begins  to  feel  the  benefit  of  working, 
not  only  for  the  passing  moment,  but  for  the  future ;  and  his  wandering  propensities  are,  I 
think,  somewhat  corrected.  He  is,  too,  more  economical  of  his  time.  Amongst  100  negroes, 
perhaps,  there  are  at  present  not  more  than  six,  on  the  average,  who  are  altogether  lazy  and 
careless  of  the  future ;  the  94  others  are  careful  not  to  lose  a  single  day  without  doing  something 
or  other  for  their  own  profit.  During  slavery  their  only  object  in  saving  money  was  either  to 
purchase  their  freedom,  or  to  provide  for  their  interment ;  now,  however,  their  grand  passion  is 
to  become  possessors  of  a  piece  of  land,  and  for  this  the  middle  aged  and  old  strive  unceasingly. 
It  is  in  physical  comforts  that  the  greatest  change  has  taken  place.  The  peasantry  is  well,  nay 
handsomely  clad,  and  much  better  fed  than  formerly.  There  is  a  greater  consumption  of  meat 
and  fish  than  during  the  apprenticeship.     They  are  beginning  to  appreciate  the  comforts  of  a 

food  lodging.     Their  earlier  gains  were  devoted  to  dress ;  but  in  my  capacity  of  physician  I 
ave  now  many  opportunities  of  seeing  that  they  feel  the  wholesome  advantages  of  a  weather- 
tight  house  ana  beds  raised  from  the  ground. 

Such  are  the  improvements  visible  in  the  negro  character  and  condition.  Now  let  us  see 
where  he  has  not  improved.  Alas !  it  is  in  his  morals  principally.  He  has  the  same  petty 
disregard  to  the  rights  of  m^um  and  iuum;  the  same  propensity  and  readiness  to  tell  lies;  the 
same,  nay  increased,  libertinage  in  both  sexes ;  the  same  utter  want  of  correct  religious  prin- 
ciples ;  and  the  same  debasing  belief  in,  and  fear  of,  witchcraft  and  sorcilage.  How  alas !  can 
it  be  otherwise  in  a  colony  like  St.  Lucia,  where,  amongst  the  numerous  proprietary  body,  there 
is  a  want  of  both  means  and  inclination  to  aid  in  the  moral  and  religious  training  of  the  labourer, 
and  where  two  proprietors  only  have,  as  yet,  made  any  endeavours  to  encourage  education,  and 
especially  where  in  those  who  call  themselves  the  "  better  classes,"  rectitude  of  morals  is  the 
exception,  not  the  rule ;  and  consequently  where  no  other  than  bad  examples  are  shown,  and 
shown  openly,  too,  to  a  race  with  whom  example  is  all  powerful.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
increased  number  of  marriages  between  the  newly  freed,  and  the  increased  attendance  at  church, 
prove  a  better  state  of  things  than  what  I  have  sketched  above.  I  regret  that  I  cannot  affirm 
this.  Of  the  few  marriages  which  do  take  place,  the  majority  is  contracted  between  old  people 
who  for  long  periods  have  cohabited  together ;  and  it  is,  although  painful,  really  laughable  at 
times,  to  see  the  decrepitude  decked  out  in  finery,  appearing  before  the  altar.  Most  of  these 
couples  legitimate  the  tie  which  already  binds  them  together  from  the  desire  to  emulate  their 
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ST.  LUCIA*  It  may  not  be,  perhaps,  irrelevant  to  say  a  word  upon  the  amusements  of  the  negro  labourer^ 

—  inasmuch  as,  by  the  amusements  of  a  people,  we  can  often  guess  pretty  fairly  as  to  their  cha- 

racter and  condition.     Well,  then,  the  only  amusements  worthy  of  the  name  which  the  negro- 

^  possesses  is  the  dance  and  narrative  relation.     The  dance  he  id  passionately  fond  of,  and  I  am 

nappy  to  say  that  this  amusement  is  now  conducted  with  more  decorum  and  decency  than 
formerly.  So  fond  are  they  of  the  dance,  thai  frequendy  parties  who  meet  at  set  periods  do 
not  break  up  until  three  or  four  days  have  been  wasted ;  and  I  have  known  many  a  fatal 
catarrh  and  pleurisy  caused  by  their  devotion  to  this  amusement.  Sometimes,  on  moonli|^ 
nights,  a  party  will  assemble  at  the  door  of  their  house,  and  will  remain  the  whole  of  the  night 
attentively  listening  to  some  wild  narrative  of  African  origin^  which  some  few  amongst  thorn 
have  the  talent  tp  relate.  The  negro,  like  his  betters,  is  fond  of  chit  chat  and  scandal,  and  is 
delighted  when  he  can  pick  up  a  piece  of  news  of  this  description,  especially  if  it  relate  to  hi& 
superiors  in  rank.  The  gout  and  embellishment  with  which  he  will  relate  at  these  evening 
circles^  and  the  shouts  of  laughter  with  which  his  auditors  listen  to  it,  show  their  enjoyments 
From  this  avidity  for  narrative,  &c.,  I  am  inclined  to  hope  much  when  they  shall  be  taught  to 
read. 

The  preceding  observations  have  reference  principally  to  the  newly  freed  adult  labourer. 
As  to  the  rising  generation,  I  fear  that  from  the  great  want  of  all  the  means  and  appliances  to 
mental  culture  in  this  colony,  it  does  not  promise  what  it  ought  to  do  for  the  future.  Few  of 
the  children  are  trained  up  to  regular  habits  of  agricultural  industry^  not  that  the  parents  now 
consider  field  labour  as  associated  with  slavery — not  that  they  consider  agricultural  occupation 
in  any  way  degrading.  It  arises,  I  imagine,  from  the  ignorance  of  and  want  of  good  manage- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  parents,  the  mother  especially.  The  law  too,  or  rather  custom  of  the 
colony  on  this  point  ^ves  the  young  person  too  great  a  facility  to  act  early  in  life  independently 
on  his  own  behalf.  Moreover,  in  slavery,  the  authority  of  the  master  over  the  child  was  always 
greater  than  that  of  his  parents.  Then  too  the  illegitimate  condition  of  the  child,  all  tend  to 
weaken  the  parental  authority,  and  bring  on  this  state  of  things.  I  have  always,  so  far  as  lay 
in  my  power,  discouraged  the  attempt  of  the  child  to  quit  his  parents,  who  although  not 
wanting  in  tenderness,  often  need  a  support  and  stimulus  to  enable  them  duly  to  appreciate  the 
advantages  of  having  many  children.  The  planters  too  have  I  think  done  harm  in  this  point ; 
many  and  many  a  time  have  I  had  to  send  the  police  to  search  for  runaway  children,  who 
have  been  encouraged  and  supported  in  their  evasion  by  respectable  planters,  so  valuable  is 
labour  in  this  inadequately  peopled  country.  With  respect  to  the  rate  of  mortality,  we  as  yet 
have  no  correct  data  to  guide  us,  and  I  hardly  know  what  to  say.  In  the  parish  of  Soufriere, 
the  most  populous  portion  of  my  district,  the  following  extract  from  the  parish  register,  will 
give  some  idea  as  to  Soufriere. 

Note  des  Baptemes,  Manages,  et  D^ces  de  la  paroisse  Notre  Dame  de  I'Aasomption  de  ki 
Soufriere,  depuis  Janvier  1,  1841,  jusqu'au  Octobre  1, 

Baptemes 192 

Mariages 17 

Deces  de  grandes  personnes .      .  42 

Deces  d  enfans 10 

The  parish  of  Choiseul,  during  the  greater  part  of  this  and  last  year,  had  no  cure,  and  the 
registers  therefore  give  no  indications  as  to  mortality,  &c.  there.  I  am  inclined,  however,  to 
think  that^the  rate  of  mortality  has  diminished  since  emancipation,  although  liberty,  like 
most  sublunary  events,  has  not  fallen  as  an  unmixed  good  to  these  poor  creatures.  In  the 
parishes  of  Yieux  Fort,  Laboire,  and  Choiseul  and  in  me  whole  windward  side  of  the  island, 
there  is  not  now  a  medical  practitioner,  and  in  this  populous  parish  of  Soufriere  there  are  but 
two  besides  myself,  who  have  been  educated  in  medicine,  and  of  these  one  has  made  his  fortune, 
and  from  ill  health  has  retired  from  active  practice ;  and  the  other,  although  a  skilful  and 
humane  practioner,  cannot  be  expected  to  sacrifice  his  time  and  health  without  remuneration, 
which  the  labourer  cannot  afford  to  give. 

Receiving,  a»  I  do,  a  salary  from  the  British  Government,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to 
alleviate  as  much  a&  possible  this  frightful  state  of  things ;  but  I  cannot  supply  the  want  of 
medical  skill  in  the  wnole  of  the  extent  cited  above;  and  I  am  siu'e  that  many  a  poor  woman 
has  lost  her  life  in  preternatural  labour,  and  many  a  poor  n^gro  has  perished  from  the  want  of 
speedy  attendance  in  acute  diseabe.  Liberty  has,  however,  this  advantage ;  the  negro  when 
attacked  with  illness^  takes  earlier  precautions  than  was  done  during  slavery.  The  first  year 
after  emancipation,  was  productive  of  much  serious  disease ;  the  vagabond  habits  of  running 
from  estate  to  estate  wherever  a  single  sous  of  augmented  wage  could  be**  obtained,  then  so 
prevalent,  was  the  cause  of  this,  especially  to  the  Soufriere  negro,  who  quitting  his  own  healthy 
district  went  to  Roseaux  and  other  unhealthy  parts  of  the  colony,  and  almost  invariably 
returned  in  a  sad  state  of  sickness.  Their  old  masters,  to  do  them  justice,  never  refused  to 
receive  the  poor  fellows  again ;  always  gave  medicines  and  little  necessaries  gratuitously ;  but 
could  aot  afford,  nor  could  it  be  expected  from  them,  to  -pay  for  medical  advice.  The  same 
difliculty  exists  respecting  the  number  of  births  since  1838;  but,  upon  reflection,  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  they  are  upon  the  increase,  and  most  certainly,  would  rapidly  increase, 
wove  not  libertinage  carried  to  such  a  degrading  extent.  The  registered  baptisms  do  not  aid  in 
forming  a  correct  idea  upon  this  subject,  inasmuch  as  previously  to  emancipation  many 
children  were  not  baptized,  and  at  present  the  baptisms  are  frequently  of  those  born  previoxisly 
to  1838.  I  have,  however,  taken  great  pains  to  get  this  year  accurate  returns,  not  only  of  the 
adult  population  of  my  district,  but  of  the  children  also,  which  I  shall  submit  in  an  Appendix 
to  this  Report,  and  which  I  trust  will  enable  a  better  judgment  for  the  future  to  be  formed. 
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About  diis  time  last  year  tke  boophig-cough  carried  off  many  children,  and  should  the  small-        ST.  LUCIA* 
pox  enter  the  colony^  dreadful  will  be  its  ravages  ;  none  are  now  vaccinated.     I  have  repeatedly  — ~ 

brought  this  matter  before  honourable  members  of  council  and  others,  but  in  vain,  and  I  now 
take  this  opportunity  of  stating  that  so  great  is  the  apathy  amongst  those  nK>st  interested  in 
this  and  other  matters,  that  unless  the  Government  take  the  initiative  steps,  the  colonists  will 
do  nothing. 

As  to  the  nature  and  frequency  of  offences  on  the  part  of  the  peasantry,  they  are  just  what  * 
roi^ht  have  been  anticipated  from  such  a  semi-civilized  people.  They  are  principally  assaiUts 
and  petty  thefts.  Violent  disputes  and  frequent  battles  between  reputed  man  and  wife,  are 
common,  and  much  of  the  stipendiary  magistrate's  time  (to  whom  they  fly  on  all  occasions) 
is  occupied  in  settling  these  affairs;  and  I  beg  to  say  that  it  requires  much  patience  to 
arrange  sacisfieu^torily  these  sort  of  questions,  particularly  when  they  concern  the  equitable 
division  of  the  '*  manage,'*  and  future  maintenance  of  the  children. 

I'he  readiness  with  which  they  submit  to  the  magistrate's  decisions  on  these  and  on  all  other 
occasions,  does  them  infinite  honour.  When  I  state  that  I  have  but  one  sergeant  of  police  and 
four  constables  under  my  orders  to  execute  all  the  civil  and  criminal  business  of  this  widely 
spread  and  populous  district^  I  am  sure  that  the  docility  and  respectful  behaviour  of  the 
labouring  class  will  be  appreciated. 

No.  II. — Relations  between  the  Peasatitry  and  the  Proprietors :  adverting  especially  to  the  condi- 
tion  of  tenancy  on  estates ;  to  the  progress  of  the  labourers  in  establishing  themselves  as 
freeholders ;  to  the  rising  up  of  hamlets  and  villages,  and  the  effect  which  these 
changes  are  supposed  to  have  upon  the  supply  of  labour  for  the  cultivation  of  the  staple 
produce  of  the  country. 

The  relations  between  the  peasantry  and  the  proprietary  body  differ  much  according  to  the 
locality  and  cultivation ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that,  generally  speaking,  as  yet  they  are  of  a 
most  unsatisfeLctory  and  unstable  nature.  Both  peasantry  and  proprietors  have  yet  to  learn 
that  prosperity  to  be  permanent  must  be  mutual.  The  sudden  emancipation  in  1838  gave  rise 
to  as  much  foUy  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors,  as  on  that  of  the  peasantry ;  the  many  curious 
and  wild  schemes  invented  by  the  former  to  retain  the  services  of  the  latter  in  this  thinly 
peopled  country,  were  really  laughable,  and  it  is  only  now  that  some  faint  glimmerings  of 
common  sense  on  this  subject  are  beginning  to  be  shown. 

On  the  sugar  estates  the  located  labourer  receives  from  lOrf.  to  Is.  per  diem,  with  house  and 
provision  grounds  rent  free.  The  strange  labourer  does  not  of  course  enjoy  house  or  grounds, 
but  gets  perhaps  2d.  or  3d.  more  wage.  I  have  done  my  best  to  persuade  both  proprietor 
and  labourer  to  change  tliis  system,  but  in  vain;  neither  will  change.  The  planter  will  not 
exact  rent  and  pay  proportionate  wages,  falsely  imagining  that  by  retaining  the  houses  and 
groimds  in  his  possession,  he  has  greater  control  over  his  labourer  (moreover  the  old  leaven  of 
slavery  still  works^  in  the  planter  s  brain,  who,  generally  speaking,  is  most  unwilling  to  admit 
that  the  labourer's  house  is  his  castle)  and  on  the  other  hand  the  laboiirer  will  not  pay  rent, 
well  knowing  that  in  this  inadequately  peopled  country  he  has  the  best  of  the  bargain  in  this 
respect.  The  consequence  of  this  pernicious  system  is  that  the  labourer,  not  paying  rent  for 
house  and  grounds,  knows  not  their  value,  and  seeks  in  every  way  to  give  as  few- working  days 
as  possible  to  his  landlord ;  naturally  preferring  to  work  on  a  neighbouring  estate  as  a  stranger, 
at  a  higher  wage,  than  on  the  property  where  he  is  located.  I  have  actually  known  two  planters, 
whose  estates  adjoin,  employ  the  greater  part  of  each  others  gangs  as  strangers,  at  higher 
wages  as  non-located  labourers,  at  one  and  the  same  moment.  Now  and  tnen  in  flagrant 
instances,  a  labourer  gets  expelled ;  the  body  therefore  of  labourers,  feeling  under  this  system 
the  insecurity  of  their  tenure,  do  not  takejthe  pains  which  they  ought  to  do,  and  used  formerly 
on  the  cultivation  of  their  provision  grounds;  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  at  present  the  labourer 
on  the  sugar  estates,  instead  of  raising  a  profitable  surplus  of  provisions  for  tlie  market,  barely 
cultivate  enough  for  his  daily  necessities ;  but  of  the  22  sugar  estates  in  this  district,  14  or  15 
have  some  portion  of  their  eanes  cultivated  in  shares  by  the  labourers.  Two  estates  are  entirely 
cultivated  qn  these  conditions,  and  one,  a  very  pretty  little  property,  has  been  partly  purchased 
by  a  family  of  ^the  newly  emancipated,  and  is  most  admirably  managed  by  the  head  of  the 
family,  a  man  named  Firmin.  This  estate  last  year  made  about  20,000  lbs.  of  sugar,  and 
from  appearances  will  most  probably  make  40^000  the  coming  crop.  Where  estates  have 
portions  only  of  their  canes  cultivated  in  halves  by  the  labourers,  disagreements  are  always 
occurring ;  and  I  am  constantly  called  on  for  magisterial  interference.  The  industrious  negro 
who  always  works  far  better  for  himself  than  for  nis  master,  finds  it  more  profitable  to  expend 
his  labour  on  the  canes  which  are  his  own,  than  hire  his  labour  to  the  proprietor ;  and  the 
lazy  negro  will  not  give  proper  attention  to  the  weeding,  manuring,  &c.  of  his  canes,  preferring 
a  small  result  to  the  giving  himself  much  trouble;  so  that  in  either  way  the  proprietor  suffers; 
in  the  first  instance  he  loses  the  labour  necessary  to  keep  up  the  proper  Icultivation  of  the 
estate's  c^es ;  and  in  the  latter,  his  moiety  of  the  net  produce  is  reduced  below  what  it  ought 
to  be ;  dissatisfaction  ensues,  and  my  mediation  is  called  for.  I  generally  succeed  in  persuading 
the  well  disposed  negro  to  hire  a  due  proportion  of  his  time  to  the  proprietor ;  and  as  to  the 
lazy  one,  I  generally,  where  the  neglect  is  proved,  authorize  the  propnetor  to  hire  labour  to 
clean  the  neglected  canes,  the  amount  to  be  deducted  from  the  future  moiety  of  the  offending 
labourer. 

The  coffee  properties  are  worked  on  a  different,  but  equally  unsatisfactory,  system.  None 
of  the  coffee-planters  give  money  wages,  but  give  houses  and  grounds  to  the  labourers,  exacting 
two  days'  labour  per  week  in  return.     Now  tlie  negro,  who  invariably  endeavours  to  give  as 
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OTrl/UClA.       little  work  as  possible  for  its  equivalent,  rarely,  if  ever,  performs  during  these  two  days  a 

much  work  as  he  is  capable  and  ought  to  perform  in  one ;  and  there  is  a  constant  struggle 

and  heartburning  between  the  parties.  It  was  expected  that  emancipation  would  have 
immensely  increased  the  labouring  force  on  the  coffee  estates  at  the  expense  of  the  sugar  pro- 
perties. The  contrary  has  turned  out  to  be  the  case ;  and  as  the  two  days  alluded  to  above 
^  are  far  from  sufficient  to  keep  up  the  existing  cultivation  of  the  coffee  properties,  the  planter  is 
compelled  to  give  a  large  proportion  of  his  plantations  to  the  labourer  in  halves,  who,  generally 
speaking,  does  not  do  adequate  justice  to  the  proper  cultivation  of  the  coffee  put  in  their 
charge  on  the  above-named  terms,  preferring  a  present  advantage,  however  small,  to  a  distant 
larger  profit.  Most  of  these  labourers  pass  their  three  or  four  disposable  days  in  each  week 
on  the  sugar  estates,  working  for  wages.  I  am  constantly  called  on  by  the  coffee-planter  to 
regulate  matters,  and  have  the  utmost  difficulty  to  make  the  people  understand  their  duties 
and  their  interests  on  this  subject.  The  two  miserable  coffee-crops  which  succeeded  eman- 
cipation  discouraged  the  labourer  greatly ;  but  as  the  crop  already  commenced  is  a  most 
extraordinary  go<xl  one,  I  trust  they  will  now  see  their  way  better. 

Few  planters  now  make  extensive  new  plantations  of  cx)ffee ;  the  method  adopted  by  those 
who  do  make  the  attempt  is  to  give  a  lease,  varying' from  four  to  six  years,  of  a  piece  of  land ; 
the  conditions  are,  that  the  lessee  shall,  in  a  proper  manner,  plant  young  coffee  immediately, 
and  for  doing  so  shall  enjoy  the  provisions  which  are  always  planted  for  the  purpose  of  shading 
the  young  coffee,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  lease  (by  which  time  the  young  coffee  begins  to 
cover  the  ground  and  to  be  of  value)  the  plantation  shall  be  estimated,  and  half  the  appraised 
value  paid  to  the  cultivator,  or  a  new  lease  granted,  by  which  the  lessee  shall  enjoy  half  the  coffee 
product.  Such  are  the  various  modes  by  which  the  estates  of  this  district  are  now  cultivated, 
and  such  the  relations  between  proprietor  and  labourer.  Feeling  this  unsatisfactory  state  of 
things,  two  of  the  capitalists  of  this  district  have  resorted  to  immigration.  The  Hon.  H.  King, 
an  extensive  coffee  proprietor,  has  brought  over  a  band  of  Germans,  10  men,  7  women,  and 
7  or  8  children.  I  nave  already  given  a  detailed  report  upon  this  interesting  settlement ;  and 
shall  now  only  say  that  it  presents  a  gratifying  proof  of  what  industry,  sobriety,  and  per- 
severance on  the  one  side,  and  enlightened  liberaUty  and  humanity  on  the  other,  can  accomplish 
in  a  country  where  nature  has  been  so  bountiful  as  in  St  Lucia.  I  cannot,  however,  forbear 
from  adding  that  our  little  town  of  Soufriere  is  now  principally  supplied  with  die  finer 
vegetables  from  this  settlement ;  and  that  the  Germans  themselves  acknowled^  that  their 
gardens,  which  they  cultivate  oiJy  in  their  spare  time,  bring  them  each  a  pound  sterling  per 
week.  I  know  from  my  own  observations  that  they  have  nearly  liquidated  the  heavy  advances 
made  to  them  for  clothing,  &c.,  ere  they  emigrated,  by  their  labour  on  their  employers  estate, 
and  that  from  the  produce  of  their  gardens  each  head  of  family  has  a  plethoric  sack  of  monev 
in  hand.  The  Belle  Plaine  estate,  whereon  they  are  located,  never  presented  a  finer  appear- 
ance than  it  does  at  present ;  in  fact,  the  experiment  has  succeeded  in  every  respect.  The 
Germans  have  greatly  bettered  their  condition  in  life  ;  and  the  Hon.  H.  King  has  now  almost 
the  certainty  of  keeping  his  property  in  the  highest  order. 

Mr.  John  Goodman,  the  other  capitalist  alluded  to,  has  brought  from  Barbados  a  body  of 
nearly  100  immigrants,  including  children  ;  and  at  present  all  parties  seem  pleased  with  the 
result.  The  wages  given  by  Mr.  Groodman  are  high,  comparatively  speaking ;  but  the  labour 
performed  by  the  Barbadians  is  equivalent,  for  it  is  no  less  strange  than  true,  that  the  Bar- 
badian labourer  will,  with  ease  to  himself,  do  in  the  week  at  least  twice  as  much  work  as  the 
Lucian. 

Necessity  appears  to  have  taught  the  Barbadian  how  to  handle  the  hoe,  for,  according  to 
i  what  they  tell  me,  "  it  was  either  work,  and  work  hard  too,  or  starve,"  at  Barbados.     The 

Barbadian  emigrants  seem  a  degree  more  civilized  than  the  St.  Lucia  labourer,  but  are  not  of 
such  a  docile  and  sprightly  disposition.  With  this  addition  to  its  ^numbers  the  Protestant 
congregation  in  the  Third  District  can  muster  about  140  members,  who  are  all  extremely 
anxious  to  establish  a  place  of  worship,  and  would  with  heartfelt  willingness  muster  a  sum  of 
money  to  pay  a  clergyman.  They  have  many*  times  earnestly  spoken  to  me  on  the  subject, 
and  we  shall  shortly  have  the  honour  to  address  a  memorial  to  nis  Excellency  on  the  subject. 

As  to  the  progress  which  the  labourers  have  made  in  establishing  themselves  as  freeholders, 
about  60,  so  far  as  I  can  yet  learn,  have  purchased  lands  in  this  district ;  the  price  differs, 
according  to  position  and  quality,  from  10  to  100  dollars  the  acre.  Three  new  hamlets  have 
arisen.  1st.  Mr.  Tisnes,  owner  of  the  Morne  Belair  estate,  an  abandoned  coffee  property,  in 
the  Fond  St.  Jacques,  has  leased  out  this  property  in  lots,  vaiying  from  3  acres  to  10;  and 
there  are  at  present  about  26  houses  seated  in  the  midst  of  their  grounds,  which  are  generally 
well  cultivated  in  provisions  and  young  coffee,  where,  before  emancipation,  scarcely  a  dwelling 
was  to  be  seen.  2dly.  The  Hon.  H.  King  has  in  the  same  way  leased  out  a  long-abandoned 
coffee  estate,  called  St.  Jour ;  22  men,  21  women,  and  24  children  are  now  living  in  houses 
built  by  themselves  on  this  property,  and  seem  to  enjoy  peace  and  plenty.  The  tmrd  hamlet 
which  has  newly  sprung  up  is  situated  on  the  Hermitage  estate,  which  was  purchased  at  public 
sale  about  three  years  ago  by  Mr.  Boucher,  of  the  Rabot  estate,  This  gentleman  has  now 
sold  in  portions  the  fee  simple  of  the  whole  of  this  property :  the  first  portions,  which  were  the 
best  situated  and  most  fertile,  brought  about  30  dollars  the  acre ;  the  price  has  gradually 
augmented,  and  the  latter  sales  have  brought  more  than  100  dollars  per  acre. 

About  a  dozen  families  are  here  established,  some  of  whom,  however,  are  of  a  better  grade 
than  mere  labourers  ;  nearly  all  the  labourers  on  the  coffee  estates  are  leaseholders  of  portions 
of  coffee  in  full  bearing ;  and  I  think,  if  at  all  industrious,  have  as  happy,  if  not  happier,  a  lot 
than  labourers  in  any  other  part  of  the  globe. 

Several  labourers  in  the  earlier  period  after  emancipation,  in  their  eagerness  to  purchase 
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land,  were  deceived  by  unprincipled  proprietors.     In  several  instances,  after  paying  the  pur-        ST.  LUCIA. 

chase  money,  building  their  bouses,  and  making  themselves  comfortable,  a  previous  mortgagee  

has  stepped  in,  seized,  and  sold ;  and  the  poor  labourer  has,  perhaps,  lost  all,  or  had  the 
greatest  difficulty  to  recover  the  money  which  he  had  expended.  The  same  has  occurred  with 
a  few  lessors.  This  has  made  intending  purchasers  more  cautious ;  and  when  about  to  buy 
land,  they  generally  considt  the  magistrate,  who  directs  them  in  the  measures  which  they 
should  adopt  to  get  a  proper  title. 

Spite  of  all  these  withdrawals  from  the  ranks  of  agricultural  labourers,  the  numerical  force 
remaining  disposable  for  the  cultivation  of  the  principal  staple  is  not  so  much  diminished  as 
one  would  have  supposed.  Many  coloured  and  black  persons,  free  from  birth,  have  turned 
their  attention  since  emancipation  to  cane  cultivation.  It  is  no  longer  reckoned  "  mauvais 
ton  **  to  be  seen  in  the  cane-field,  hoe  in  hand.  These  people,  however,  prefer  raising  canes  in 
halves  with  some  estate,  rather  than  hire  their  labour  at  a  daily  wage.  It  was  expected  that 
household  servants  would  have  become  plentiful  after  emancipation.  The  contrary  has  turned 
out  to  be  the  case,  for,  strange  to  say,  the  best  domestic  servants,  who,  previous  to  emancipa- 
tion, would  have  thought  themselves  degraded  if  even  threatened  to  be  sent  to  the  field,  have  ' 
gone  regularly  to  field  labour;  and  several,  whom  I  knew  very  well  during  their  household 
servitude,  have  become  the  steadiest  jobbers  of  task-work,  and  are  really  valuable  members  of 
the  agricultural  part  of  the  community. 

No.  III. — New  Institutions,  as  Churches,  Schools,  Savings'  Banks,  Benefit  Societies,  &c. 

There  are  no  new  institutions,  save  and  except  one  of  the  Mico  schools,  which  was 
established  in  the  town  of  Soufriere  in  July,  1840.  Spite  of  the  difficulties  which  the  teacher, 
Mr.  A.  Johnstone,  had  to  contend  with  from  his  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  French  language, 
and  from  the  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy,  it  has  flourished  better  and  - 
done  more  good  than  any  other  school  in  the  island.  The  number  of  children's  names  on  the 
books  is  86,  of  whom  82  are  boys  and  4  girls ;  24  are  reading  the  Scriptures,  38  writing, 
20  cyphering,  and  the  4  girls  are  learning  needlework.  These  children  are  of  all  classes, 
blacks,  whites,  and  coloured  ;  and  the  improvement  evinced  by  them  is  encouraging  to  a  degree.  - 
In  fact,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  Mico  system  of  teaching  is  just  the  system  wanted  in  St. 
Lucia ;  it  provides  just  the  education  needed  for  a  race  who,  like  the  negro,  must,  afl^er  a  brief 
course  of  instruction,  enter  into  a  life  of  moderate  toil ;  it  is  that  system  which  is  best  adapted 
to  fill  up  the  interval  between  infancy  and  the  age  for  commencing  labour,  and  is  the  most 
likely  to  train  the  children  to  such  habits  and  feeUngs  as  may  render  them  honest,  intelligent, 
and  happy  labourers.  This  is  the  only  school  worthy  of  the  name  in  the  district ;  and  when 
I  say  that,  according  to  the  census  of  population,  which  I  took  carefully  a  few  days  back  for 
the  blue  book,  there  are  486  children  living  in  the  town  alone  of  Soufriere,  I  am  sure  the  vital 
importance  of  the  Mico  school  cannot  be  over  estimated.  The  newly  emancipated  are  anxious 
to  send  their  children  to  school ;  and  were  any  measures  organized  by  Government  to  establish, 
schools  in  central  parts  of  district,  would,  I  have  every  reason  to  know,  contribute  willingly 
the  greater  part  of  the  necessary  funds.  Here  again  the  Government  must  take  the  initiative ; 
the  planters  will  not  otherwise  stir  in  the  matter. 

As  to  savings'  banks,  it  will  be  long  ere  these  can  be  in  successful  operation  to  benefit  the 
labouring  classes,  who  have  been  so  little  accustomed  to  see  disinterested  benevolence  exer- 
cised on  their  behalf,  and  who  witness  so  much  manceuvring  amongst  their  superiors  to  get 
money,  that  it  will  be  long  ere  they  lodge  their  little  savings  in  any  other  place  than  some 
secret  hole  near  their  d^feliings.  I  am  sure  that  much  money  is  lost  in  cases  of  death  in 
this  way. 

No.  IV. — State  and  Prospects  of  Cultivation ;  noticing  the  supply  of  labour  and  the  state  of 
wages,  the  produce  of  the  last  crops,  and  the  promise  of  the  next,  the  weather,  &c. 

As  to  the  state  and  prospects  of  cultivation  in  this  district,  they  are  better  than  at  any  period 
sdnce  the  abolition  of  apprenticeship.  The  rains  have  not,  as  during  the  last  two,  failed  this 
year ;  and  although  late,  have  ensured  a  superb  sugar  crop  for]  the  coming  year.  The  coffee 
planters  have  commenced  gathering,  perhaps,  the  most  abundant  harvest  which  has  cheered  the 
planter  during  the  last  ten  years.  The  only  fear  is  that  the  trees  will  not  be  able  to  ripen  the 
mimense  load  with  which  they  are  covered.  Wages  are  about  lOrf.  to  \s,  sterling  per  diem, 
and  at  the  present  moment  there  is  no  want  of  hands  on  the  majority  of  estates  in  the  district. 
It  is  durin?  crop  season  on  the  sugar  estates  that  the  want  of  labour  is  felt ;  for  although  the 
numerical  labouring  force  remains  about  nearly  the  same  as  during  apprenticeship,  the  sugar 
planter  can  no  longer  command  his  operations  as  formerly.  I  think  that  during  the  appren- 
ticeship the  planter  on  the  average  could  always  muster  two-thirds  of  his  sang,  as  effective 
labourers ;  he  cannot  now  steadily  reckon  upon  more  than  one-half  (in  fact,  hardly  so  much) 
of  those  located  upon  his  property  to  be,  one  day  with  another,  at  his  disposal.  With  all  his 
faults  and  short-sighted  policy,  I  really  think  the  planter  is  to  be  pitied;  in  a  country  like  th 
where  capital,  land,  and  labour  do  not  be^r  their  due  proportions  to  each  other ;  and  where, 
in  addition  to  the  tremendous  change  which  has  taken  place  in  society,  there  have  been  two 
years  of  unparalleled  drought.  The  sugar  crop  in  this  district  will,  I  think,  give  for  the  year 
1842  at  least  one-half  more  than  it  has  done  for  1841 ;  from  what  I  know  of  this  district,  and 
from  what  I  have  seen  of  the  others,  I  imagine  that  1,000  hogsheads  addition,  at  the  lowest 
computation,  may  be  expected  from  the  whole  ^lony  next  year ;  and  had  not  Vieux  Fort  and 
the  windward  part  of  the  island  suffered  so  much  from  the  long  drought,  a  greater  increase 
would  have  taken  place. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


160  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

ST.  LUCIA.        No.  V«-^Iiiiproveinents  and  Discoveries ;  as  for  instance,  any  new  machine  by  which  labour 
~~^  is  saved>  any  improved  method  of  cultivation,  any  new  manufacture,  &c. 

No  improvement  or  discovery  has  taken  place,  nor  any  new  madiine  by  which  labour  is 
saved  has  been  introduced.  Not  even  a  single  plough  brought  into  use.  The  only  difference 
which  I  observe  in  the  method  of  cultivation  is  that  the  planters  do  not  cover  so  much  ground 
with  young  canes,  but  take  better  care  of  what  they  do  plant.  This  is  the  only  slight  deviation 
from  the  old  jog-trot  manner  of  farming  which  I  can  see ;  and  it  will  be  very  long  before  the 
old  St.  Lucia  planters  (particularly  the  French  planters)  condescend  to  attempt  anything  in 
the  way  of  improvement. 

No.  VI. — State  of  Internal  Traffic;  noticing  the  sort  of  goods  which  are  most  in  demand. 
Here  a  great  change  has  taken  place.  Immediately  after  August,  1838,  almost  every  pro- 
prietor started  a  retau  shop  on  his  estate,  and  in  this  attempted  to  get  back  the  money  which 
he  had  distributed  in  wages.  Fortunately,  from  the  competition  of  the  many  retail  soops  in 
the  town  of  Soufriere,  which  is  luckily  in  the  centre  of  the  district,  this  modificatioB  of  the 
truck  system,  did  not  long  thrive;  and  in  the  Third  District,  estate-shops  are  now  few  in* 
number.  The  town  of  Soufriere  contains  228  houses,  and  nearly  every  third  house  is  a  shop, 
where  sonaethtng  or  other  is  sold.  Six  or  seven  are  respectable  enough  to  merit  the  name  of 
'*  stores,"  where  the  usual  assortment  of  a  West  India  store  can  readily  be  obtained.  Most 
of  the  second-rate  shopkeepers  employ  '*  marchands,"  who  travel  from  estate  to  estate  with 
trays  on  their  heads,  containing  Madras  handkerchiefs,  prints,  and  so  forth,  which  they  retail 
at  an  enormous  rate  of  profit  The  negro,  who  thinks  little  of  the  futiu'e,  and  who  cannot  resist 
the  temptations  of  these  marchands,  is  easily  induced  to  purchase  on  credit ;  ^d  the  mar- 
chand  readily  parts  with  her  goods,  knowing  well  that  pay  day  will  soon  come,  and  that  the 
law  of  arrest  will  enable  her  to  reap  her  enormous  profits  without  much  risk.  On  most  of 
the  estates  the  labourers  are  paid  once  a  month  at  a  fixed  day ;  and  the  marchands,  like  vul- 
tures scenting  the  carrion,  are  sure  to  assemble  at  that  day  on  the  estate :  and  it  is  really 
amusing  to  see  these  people  pounce  on  the  poor  labourer  as  he  comes  from  nis  master's  door 
with  his  pay  in  his  pocket.  To  do  the  labourer  justice,  he  fights  hard  to  withhold  payment, . 
but  is  generally  overcome  by  the  marchand  being  a  greater  adept  than  the  labourer  in  the 
mysteries  of  commerce.  I  think  that  if  the  law  regarding  small  debts  were  rectified  in  this 
respect,  a  great  benefit  would  be  conferred  on  the  labounng  classes.  Credit  would  not  be  so 
easily  granted  by  the  marchand,  nor  would  the  labourer  be  so  much  fleeced  by  extravagant 
retail  profits.  The  coarser  kind  of  goods,  such  as  Osnaburghs,  bamboo,  do  not,  now-a-(&ys, 
meet  with  a  ready  sale ;  it  is  in  the  finer  qualities  of  dry  goods  that  the  increased  business  is 
done.  Every  negro  has  now  his  shoes,  parasol,  fine  dml  jackets  and  trowsers,  linen  shirts^ 
and  a  very  large  proportion  of  them  sport  fine  broad-cloth  dress  coats  when  they  come  into 
town  on  Sundays  and  fete  days.  The  St.  Lucia  negro  is  in  general  well  proportioned  and 
graceful  in  his  carriage  ;  and  I  can  conscientiously  say  that  when  dressed  in  all  his  finery,  he 
is  a  much  more  graceful  personage  than  our  clodhoppers  in  Europe. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  Charles  Bennett. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
Henry  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 

No.  4. 
Sir,  Fourth  District,  September  15,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  Circular  of  28th  ultimo,  containing 
extracts  from  a  Despatch  of  the  Right  Honourable  Secretary  for  the  Colonial  Department, 
with  a  series  of  queries  connected  with  my  official  duties.  In  justice  to  myself  I  deem  it 
proper  to  inform  you  that  the  delay  which  has  occurred  in  furnishing  my  reply  arose  solely 
fi*om  my  anxiety  to  render  the  inf(^mation  and  returns  called  for  as  authentic  and  accurate  av 


The  sugar  crop  in  the  Fourth  District,  under  my  superintendence,  is  for  this  year  at  an 
end ;  and  if  increased  produce,  as  compared  with  other  years,  is  to  be  considered  as  indicative 
of  corresponding  increase  of  industry  in  the  labouring  population,  and  satisfaction  on  the  part 
of  their  employers,  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that,  in  the  Fourth  District,  this  has 
been  fully  realized. 

My  various  monthly  reports  to  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor  have,  in  every  in- 
stance, borne  iieivourable  testimony  to  "  the  general  character  and  condition  of  the  peasantry;" 
and  personal  experience  and  observation  induce  me  confidently  to  predict,  that  every  month 
will  add  to  tiieir  morality,  industry,  and  harmony  with  their  employers.  Much,  however,  of 
tbiB  depends  on  the  mode  in  which  the  law  is  administered  by  the  stipendiary  justice ;  it  should 
be  his  object,  if  possible,  in  every  dispute  between  them,  rather  to  use  conciliation  than  adhere 
too  strictly  to  the  laws  laid  down  for  his  guidance.  I,  at  least,  have  always  found  this  mode 
of  adjudication  the  most  effectual  and  satisfactory  to  all  parties. 

The  ''  relations  existing  between  the  peasantry  and  proprietors"  of  the  Fourth  District  are 
of  the  most  amicable  nature.  Labqurers  who  choose  to  reside  in  the  negro  villages  attached 
to  the  different  estates  on  which  they  work,  have  in  occupation  huts  and  gardens  without  any 
deduction  from  their  wages ;  but  no  objection  is  made  by  proprietors  to  rent  or  sell  small  por- 
tions  of  their  uncultivated  lands  to  such  of  the  peasantry  who  choose  thus  to  establish  them- 
selves and  families:  nor  do  I  conceive  that  this  causes  any  diminution  of  labour;  on  the 
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contrary^  I  ibink  that  it  has  tended  to  increase  the  supply.     There  are  two  villages  and  one       ST.LVQfA^ 
hamlet  in  this  district,  each  of  the  former  may  contain  about  400,  the  latter  fiO  inhabitaals.  """"^ 

During  the  existence  of  slavery  and  the  apprenticeship  system,  none  of  this  population  could 
be  induced  by  the  most  extravagant  offers  to  labour  in  the  cultivation  of  canes.  The  cootirast 
now  is  striking ;  one«third  of  the  sugar  produced  in  this  district  is  the  fruit  of  their  industry. 

There  are  two  churches  of  die  Roman'  Catbohc  communion,  largely  attended  in  this  district; 
but  no  benefit  societies  or  savinffs'^baidc  have  as  yet  been  instituted. 

Three  schools  have  within  the  last  two  years  been  established  frxsm  the  funds  of  the  *^  Mico 
Charity."  They  have  been  well  attended,  and  very  satisfactory  in  their  operations.  The 
number  of  pupils  atteadinc  the  schools  of  this  institution  throughout  the  colony  is  at  present 
about  500.  Adverting  to  them,  I  cannot  but  express  my  regret  ihat  the  proposed  withholdiiig 
of  die  annual  Government  grant  will  too  probably  soon  deprive  the  colony  of  the  advantages 
and  benefits  these  schools  were  likely  to  confer.  This  will  be  more  obvious  when  I  add  that 
hitherto  the  French  language  has  been  almost  alone  spoken  in  the  coloay ;  and  that  it  is 
intended  at  the  end  of  tlus  year  to  substitute  for  it  the  English  language  in  all  legal  proceed- 
ings and  courts  of  law.  The  deprivation  of  such  schools,  therefore,  as  those  so  ably  brought 
into  action  hy  the  **  Mico  Charity,*'  will  be  now  most  seriously  and  severely  felt     Within  my  * 

knowledge  many  parents,  impelled  by  a  natural  desire  that  their  children  diould  acquire  raidc, 
station,  and  employment  in  their  native  colony,  had  recently  placed  them  under  the  tuition  of 
the  Mico  teachers,  with  a  view  to  their  acquisition  of  the  requisite  acquaintance  with  the  Eng- 
lish language.  Tlaai  source  of  instruction  is  now  likely  to  be  diverted  from  them,  and  there 
are  but  few  indeed  who  can  afford  the  pecuniary  expenditure  attendant  on  giving  European 
education  to  their  children. 

To  the  lower  ranks  it  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  observe,  tliat  the  discontinuance  of 
schook  ia  this  colony  wfll  prove  an  evil  of  even  greater  magnitude.  There  have  never  existed 
any  adult  schools,  but  parents  and  others  of  the  lower  orders  were  anxious  to  secure  to  their 
descendants  those  advantages  and  privileges  of  education  which  circumstances  had  denied  to 
themselves,  and  from  which,  under  the  auspices  of  the  **  Mico  institution,"  much  good  had 
been  derived  within  two  or  three  years,  wherein  that  charity  had  to  contend  with  many  trying 
difficulties,  pot  a  few  of  which  were  engendered  by  the  contrary  profession  of  faith  existing  be- 
tween the  teacher  and  the  taught.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  the  extinction  of  these  schools  will 
be  in  no  small  degree  injurious  to  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  and  education^  and  will  ultimately 
tend  to  deprive  the  colonists  of  tliat  fair  chance  of  place,  power,  and  employment  which  their 
personal  merits  might  entitle  them  to,  but  of  which  strangers  merely  gifted  with  a  knowledge 
of  the  English  language  will,  of  necessity,  reap  the  fruits. 

No  public  ''  society*'  exists  in  the  Fourth  District;  I  am  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  esta- 
blbhment  of  an  agricultural  one  would  prove  of  very  great  utility;  its  objects  should  be 
amicable  arrangements  between  employers  and  labourers ;  '*  the  (adjustment  of  an  equitable 
tariff  of  wages  ;*'  ''  the  suggestion  and  introduction  of  all  practical  improvements  in  culture 
of  the  staples,  and  machinery  amendments ;"  '*  models  of  the  latter  and  essays  on  the  former, 
to  be  received ;  and  prizes  for  both  awarded  from  funds  raised  for  the  purpose,  by  annual 
subscriptions  and  donations."  Various  other  objects  will  suggest  themselves,  but  the  above 
may  serve  as  a  basis  for  such  an  institution ;  office  bearers  being  duly  appointed,  and  the 
proceedings  publish^  from  time  to  time.  I  have  omitted  in  the  above  enumeration  perhaps 
the  most  important  point  of  all  to  which  the  attention  of  an  agocultural  society  might  be  di- 
rected— ^I  mean  the  increase  and  improvement  of  our  native  horses  and  horned  cattle.  Of  these 
exhibitions  should  take  place  twice  a  year ;  and  the  owner  of  each  of  its  class,  which  the  judges 
should  deem  superior  to  others,  ought  to  be  suitably  rewarded.  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  deemed 
discursive  in  offering  these  undigested  remarks,  on  a  subject  so  important 

The  "  present  state  and  prospects  of  cultivation  "  in  the  Fourth  District,  are  such  as  justify 
the  expectations  of  the  most  sanguine.  The  supply  of  labour  is  not  inadequate  to  the  demand. 
The  rate  of  wages  and  allowances  are  liberal.  The  produce  of  the  crop  just  ended  has  ex- 
ceeded in  the  proportion  of  38  per  cent.,  that  of  the  previous  year;  and  I  see  no  reason  to 
anticipate  anotner  aspect  of  affairs  in  1842.  The  weather  has  been  generally  favourable  for 
taking  off  the  past  and  establishing  the  expected  crop ;  of  the  latter,  however,  it  is  perhaps  too 
early  to  speak  decisively. 

I  regret  that  I  cannot,  on  this  occasion,  report  to  the  Right  Hon.  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  any  new  '*  improvements  or  discoveries  "  either  concerning  agriculture  or  machinery 
in  the  Fourth  District.  I  am,  nevertheless,  impressed  with  the  belief  that  time,  and  fertility 
of  invention,  urged  on  by  economy  and  necessity,  will  develope  many  in  both.  If  the  im- 
provement of  society  be  progressive  in  Europe,  it  is  by  no  means  less  so  under  the  moral  and 
social  state  which  emancipation  has  imposed  on  British  West  Indian  Colonies ;  and  the  seed 
already  sown  promises  an  abundant  harvest. 

The  internal  traffic  of  this  district  may  be  briefly  described.  For  the  luxuries,  as  wcU  as 
necessaries  of  life,  the  negro  population  usually  resort  to  three  classes  of  venders.  It  is  here 
proper  to  explain  that  the  dsstrict  under  my  superintendence  is  the  most  remote  from  the 
capital,  and  the  journey  being  expensive  and  precarious,  persons  of  Umited  means  prefer  to 
pay  the  three  claases  alluded  to  an  additional  cnarge,  rather  than  encounter  it.  The  1st  class 
consists  of  one  or  two  petty  shopkeepers  in  the  villages  and  hamlets.  The  2nd  class,  of 
femal^  who  travel  around  the  country  with  packs  and  trays,  similar  to  their  male  conjurors, 
the  "  pedlars  "  at  home ;  and  the  3rd  and  most  respectable  class  are  proprietors  or  agents  of 
estates,  who  import  goods  from  Europe,  and  keeping  a  current  account  for  work,  performed  by 
the  labourer,  furnish  him  with  what  he  may  require  at  the  rate  of  prime  cost  and  charges.  It 
will  be  obvious  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  that,  of  the  three,  the  latter  alone 
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Kfg  ItJCrA.       secures  the  labourer  from  rapacity,  and  it  ofiers  an  additional  motive  to  urge  those,  having  the 
^''^^  power  to  establish  a  good  understanding,  with  implicit  confidence  between  employer  aod  em-- 

ployed.  The  foods  most  in  demand  as  luxuries  are  those  which  the  peasantry  of  Europe 
would  scarcely  dream  of — masrive  gold  and  jewelled  earrings,  silk  dresses,  crape  shawls,  and 
other  decorations  for  which  my  vocabulary  denies  me  words.  The  necessaries  of  life  are  wine» 
porter,  hams,  pork,  salt  fish,  and  other  provisions.  I  am  not  aware  that  I  could  suggest  the 
introduction  of  any  goods  other  than  those  which  are  familiar,  and  at  their  option. 

Referring  to  Question  1st,  I  can  have  no  hesitation  in  stating,  as  my  previous  remarks 
sought  to  prove,  that  the  abolition  of  slavery  effected  the  greatest  improvement  in  the  ^'  man- 
ners,** "  habits,'*  "  tastes,"  *•  rate  of  mortality,**  and  *'  offences,  as  to  nature  and  frequency,  of 
the  peasantry."  I  believe  that  they  would  have  been  in  a  much  more  advanced  state  now, 
but  for  the  intervention  of  apprenticeship,  which  kept  the  apparently  enlightened  employer  in 
hostility  with  his  really  ignorant  labourers,  and  kept  in  fermentation  and  existence  di^mtes 
and  misunderstandings,  which  have  not  totally  subsided  or  been  done  away  with,  at  thb 
^  moment. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  A.  C.  Colquhoun,  Special  Justice,  Fourth  District 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copv.) 
Henry  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  5. 
Sir,  St.  Lucia,  September  17 j  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  foni^'ard  herewith  replies  to  the  questions  transmitted  by  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  through  hfa  Excellency  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  in  your  circular  letter  of  28th  August  last,  and 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  James  Johnston,  Special  Justice,  Fifth  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
Henry  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 


Replies  to  Questions    conveyed  in  His   Excellency  the !  Lieutenant-Govemor^s  Circular 

Despatch  of  28th  August,  1841:. 

1. — ^There  has  been  a  progressive  improvement  in  the  general  character  and  condition  of 
the  peasantry,  since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship ;  marriage,  formerly  but  little[known 
among  them,  is  now  of  common  occurrence,  and  the  greatest  number  of  marriages  that  have 
taken  place,  have  been  between  those  who  had  been  cohabiting  together,  and  many  of  them 
with  a  numerous  offspring ;  this  is  of  more  importance  than  one  would  at  first  be  led  to 
imagine,  as  by  the  French  law,  which  governs  this  colony,  excepting  certain  modifications  made 
by  the  British  Government,  persons  who  have  been  living  together,  no  matter  for  what  period, 
can  by  marriage  legitimate  their  offspring ;  and  should  the  parents  die  without  a  will^  the 
children  enjoy,  share  and  share  alike,  whatever  property  may  be  left. 

The  negroes  generally  are  exceedingly  fond  of  dress  and  show,  and  will  spend  any  sum 
within  (and  often  exceed)  their  means,  to  procure  costly  dresses  and  decorations ;  perhaps  in 
99  cases  out  of  100  a  female  will  be  seen  with  none  other  than  gold  earrings,  costing  fVom  21. 
to  3/.  sterling;  and  15^.  to  20^.  are  commonly  paid  for  workmg  a  chemise,  robe  worn  on 
some  particular  occasion,  and  the  stuff  always  of  the  finest  texture.  It  is  to  be  observed  that 
the  costume  of  the  female  labourers  in  the  French  islands  (and  those  here  still  follow  the  same 
mode,)  is  entirely  different  from  that  of  the  English  colonies  ;  here  they  use  petticoats  (jupes) 
made  of  fancy  coloured  prints,  sometimes  of  silk,  gowns  not  being  in  use.  A  labourer  must 
be  idle  or  worthless,  indeed,  if  he  has  not  his  coat,  value  about  3/.,  or  at  least  a  jacket  of  half 
the  worth,  with  a  hat  of  good  quality,  and  it  is  seldom  that  either  male  or  female  is  seen  on 
Sundays  or  holidays,  without  their  shoes  and  stockings  and  silk  parasols,  cotton  ones  being 
little  in  fashion  among  them. 

New  rum,  formerly  the  exclusive  drink,  is  now  chiefly  superseded  by  claret  wine,  (vin  de 
c6te)  which  costs  about  8d.  a  bottle.  Salt  fish  is  still  the  ordinary  diet,  but  on  weddings  or 
festivals  their  parties  may  vie  with  those  of  any  other  persons  for  good  cheer  and  abundance. 
Many  of  the  peasantry  have  their  cows,  and  horses  are  not  uncommon  among  them. 

The  following  memorandum  has  been  given  in  by  the  curates  of  two  parishes,  comprising 
the  Fifth  District:— 

^  Births.  Marriages.  Deaths. 

1840 61  21  10 

1841  to  10th  September     .      .  59  12  13 

The  above  includes  those  children  only  that  have  been  baptized. 
The  population  of  the  district  nciay  be  computed  at  twelve  to  thirteen  hundred  souls. 
After  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship,  the  labourers  were  irregular  and  unsettled  in 
their  habits  and  fond  of  roving  from  one  estate  to  another,  not  so  much  in  search  of  employ- 
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meiit,  as  with  a  view  to  ascertain  bow  far  th^  were  really  free ;  and  some  time  elapsed  befor®      ST.  LUCIA. 

they  could  be  convinced  that  their  fears  were  groundless ;  the  feeling  originated  from  their  

having  been  liberated  during  the  French  Revolution,  and  afterwards  relapsed  into  a  state  of  ' 

idavery ;  with  the  delusion,  nowever,  vanished  also  their  fears,  and  most,  if  not  all  of  thenb 
returned  to  the  estates  to  which  they  had  been  formerly  attached,  where  they  still  remain. 

Since  the  1st  of  January  last,  the  day  on  which  I  took  charge  of  this  district,  up  to  the 
present  period,  one  labourer  only  has  been  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  assault,  and  nine  for 
petty  offences,  to  fines  of  from  6^.  to  I6«.  This  is  periiaps  the  best  proof  that  can  be  adduced 
of  the  unfrequency  of  oflfences. 

2- — Having  served  in  every  district  of  the  colony,  I  have  had  ample  opportunitiesjof  observing 
the  relations  existing  betwe^i  the  peasantry  and  proprietors  ;  and  consider  that,  generally, 
they  are  of  the  most  friendly  description.  In  the  Fourth  District  complaints  from  either 
party  were  of  rare  occurrence,  and  since  I  have  been  in  charge  of  the  Fifth  District,  I  have 
not  nad  one  complaint  from  employer  or  employed  in  their  relative  situations. 

About  25  labourers  in  the  district  have  purchased,  and  40  leased,  lands  for  a  longer  or 
shorter  period,  varying  from  three  to  ten  acres,  upon  which  provisions  are  chiefly  planted  and 
huts  erected.  The  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  them  are,  however,  still  employed  as 
labouiiers  on  the  sugar  estates. 

An  estate  abandoned  for  many  years  has  lately  been  re-established  at  considerable  expense ; 
this  goes  far  to  show  that  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors  is  on  the  increase,  rather 
than  decline,  particularly  when  there  is  such  a  paucity  of  hands  to  cultivate  the  soil. 

3. — A  school  has  been  lately  opened  on  the  Canelle  estate,  the  property  of  Mr.  William 
Mutes,  under  the  superintendence  of  a  master  from  the  Mico  Institution,  at  which  all  the 
children  of  the  estate,  aud  in  the  neighbourhood,  attend ;  after  labour  in  the  evening  a  great 
number  of  adults  are  also  in  attendance.  A  school-house  is  in  progress  on  another  estate, 
belonging  to  the  same  gentleman;  there  is  no  other  place  for  public  or  private  instruction, 
throughout  the  district,  except  wbai  may  be  afforded  by  the  curates. 

In  the  quarter  of  Dmmery  there  is  a  small  chapel,  and  a  church  is  being  erected  at  Micoud ;  a 
Roman  Catholic  clergyman  visits  these  parishes  alternately ;  the  negroes  are  very  regular  in 
their  devotional  duties,  and  have  contributed  largely,  both  in  labour  and  money,  towards  the 
erection  of  the  church ;  in  fact  to  them  is  mainly  to  be  attributed  the  maintenance  of  the  curate, 
who  receives  no  fixed  stipend  from  the  Government,  nor  is  there  any  law  to  oblige  them  to 
contribute. 

4. — By  returns  received  from  the  proprietors  in  the  district,  the  last  year's  crop  yielded 
697,000  pounds  of  sugar,  11^700  gallons  of  rum,  and  19,600  of  molasses;  and  for  the  present 
year  it  will  not  be  under  a  million  of  pounds  of  sugar,  with  rum  and  molasses  in  proportion. 

The  weather  during  the  last  two  or  three  years  has  been  exceedingly  unfavourable  to  the 
planter.  Upon  some  estates  in  the  district  cane  plants  have  been  laid  m  the  ground  three  or 
four  times,  and  perished  from  want  of  moisture ;  a  favourable  change  has,  however,  taken  place 
within  a  few  weeks,  and  the  prospect  for  the  next  year's  crop  are  very  encouraging,  and  should 
no  untoward  circumstances  intervene,  will  greatly  exceed  that  for  the  present  year. 

Should  the  labourers  occasionally  quit  the  estates  upon  which  they  are  employed  to  woric 
elsewhere,  the  fault  rests  more  with  the  planters  than  them,  because  so  soon  as  a  planter  is 
short  of  hands,  or  has  some  particular  work  to  perform,  he  augments  the' rate  of  wages;  the 
labourers  upon  his  neighbour's  property  catch  at  the  offer,  and  quit  his  employer's  service  for 
days  together ;  thus  placing  him  in  equal  embarrassment^  and  he  in  his  turn  endeavours  by 
any  means  to  procure  labour  where  and  how  he  can. 

The  state  of  wages  b  regulated  by  the  nature  and  description  of  work  performed. 

In  the  Fifth  District  there  are  three  descriptions  of  work, — ^task,  job,  and  daily  labour. 

For  the  first  a  sum  is  allowed  for  digging  a  certain  number  of  cane  holes,  or  weeding  a 
certain  quantity  of  canes ;  this  I  have  known  to  be  frequently  accomplished  by  eleven  o'clock 
A.  M.,  the  labourers  having  gained  their  two  shillings  to  two  shillings  and  sixpence ;  and  they 
have  the  option  of  either  continuing  to  work,  accoiniing  to  the  same  scale,  or  retire,  which  they 
generally  do,  either  to  work  in  their  gardens  or  for  other  purposes. 

Job  work  is  to  clear  and  dig  a  piece  of  ground,  or  weed  a  piece  of  cane,  according  to  dimen* 
sions,  for  a  certain  sum  agreed  upon  W  the  contracting  parties,  without  any  limited  period  for 
the  performance  of  the  work;  frequently  a  steady  labourer  undertakes  the  job^  and  employs 
others  to  assist  him. 

The  rate  of  wages  for  eight  to  nine  hours'  daily  work  is  from  one  shilling  and  threepence  to 
one  shilling  and  eightpence  out  of  crop,  and  fivepence  additional  when  employed  in  extra 
labour  during  crop. 

Every  labourer  b  allowed  hb  hut,  and  as  much  ground  as  he  can  cultivate  for  a  garden^ 
independently  of  hb  wages. 

5. — In  consequence  of  the  uneven  nature  of  the  soil,  the  hoe  is  principally  in  use.  On  two 
estates  in  the  district,  where  the  ground  is  sufiBciently  level,  the  plough  has  lately  been  brought 
into  operation  with  advantage,  and  will  no  doubt  get  into  more  general  use,  where  practicable. 
With  the  exception  of  one  estate  which  has  a  wind-mill,  all  the  others  have  water-mills. 

6.-— Most  of  the  estates  have  a  shop,  in  which  is  retailed  dry  goods,  wines  and  spirits,  and  salt 
provisions,  hams,&c.  'Rie  goods  most*  in  demand  are  Indian  prints,  which  are  iised  by  all 
descriptions  of  females^  whether  for  gowns  or  petticoats  (jupes),  Madras-  imitation,  Indifui  , 
(des  Indes),  silk  (foulards),  kerchiefs,  and  British  goods  generaUy.  The  principal  article  of 
food  among  the  labourers,  as  before  observed,  is  salt  fi^,  and  farine  manioc ;  the  latter  manu- 
fiuAured  by  themselves.  Olive  oil  b  also  much  in  use,  as  well  as  common  claret  wine,  "  via 
de  cftte." 
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ST.  LUCIA.  Tlie  peasantry  are  allavred  to  cultivate  as  much  ground  as  diey  jdeaae  ibr  {garden,  but  many 

"-"-*  prefer  plantuig  oanae  with  the  proprietors  for  half  the  produce,  as  being  more  profitable.    The 

country  abounds  with  rivers,  and  cdl  the  sugar  estates  bebg  as  near  as  practicable  to  the  sea^ 
a  supply  of  fish  is  easily  i»t>cured.  A  very  inconsiderable  part  of  the  island  is  m  cultivation, 
game  plentiful,  and  any  person  who  pleases  can  keep  a  gun  or  fowling-piece.  These  causes  may 
tend  greatly  to  account  for  the  small  quantity  of  povisions  produced  by  their  gardens  parti- 
culaiiy  considering  the  extreme  richness  of  the  soil. 

(Signed)  James  Johnston,  Special  Magistrate,  Fifth  District. 

(True  CopyO 
Henry  H.  Bbeen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 


(No.  33.)  No.  14. 

Copt  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Darung,  administering  the 
General  Government  of  the  TVindward  Islands,  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  November  27,  1841. 

No.  14.  I  DO  myself  the  honour  of  forweu^ding  to  your  Lordship  reports  from  the 

Reports  1  to  s,     stipendiary  magistrates  of  St.  Lucia  for  the  month  of  October,  as  received  fi^m 
^2  Nov.  1841.      Lieutenant-Colonel  Graydon,  administering  the  Government  of  that  colony. 
■  T  have  &c. 

(Signed)  HENRYC.  DARLING,  Lieutenant-Governor, 

administering  the  General  Government. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley, 
&c.        &c.         &c. 


(No.  60.)  ^  Enclosure  in  No.  14. 

Sir,  St.  Lucia,  November' 12,  1841. 

End.  in  No.  14.  j  have  the  honour  to  forward,  for  your  Excellency's  information^  copies  of  the  reports 

Nog.  1  to  5.        of  the  stipendiary  magistrates  for  the  month  of  October. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  George  Gratdok,  lieutenant-Colone^ 

administering  the  Government. 
His  Excellency  Major-General  Darling,  Lieutenant-Governor^ 
administering  the  General  Government^ 

&c^  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
John  Bedingfeld,  Private  Secretary. 

No.L 
Sir,  Castries^  November  3, 1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  my  report  of  the  First  District  under  my 
charge  for  the  month  of  October ;  vrith  regard  to  the  working  of  the  labourers  there  is  nothing 
to  be  said,  and  the  planters  continue  to  find  as  sufficient  a  quantity  of  hands  as  they  require 
to  employ. 

The  negligence  or  want  of  consideration  with  which  certain  justices  of  the  peace  in  this  dis- 
trict pronounce  their  sentences,  obliges  me  to  recall  to  bis  Excellency's  attention  the  report  for 
the.  month  of  June  last,  furnished  by  Doctor  Drysdale,  magistrate  of  the  Second  District,  and 
myself,  as  to  the  necessity  of  establishing  here  a  court. for  appeal  from  the  dedsions  of  the 
justices  of  the  peace,  this  being  the  most  effectual  guarantee  for  the  poorer  classes  of  the  com- 
munity of  protection  against  arbitrary  judgments  on  the  part  of  those  gentlemen. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  G.  Laffitte»  Special  Justice,  First  District. 

The  Hon.  Henry  H.  Breen,  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
Hbnrt  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  2. 

Sir^  Gros  Islet,  Second  District,  March  2,  1841. 

The  tranquillity  of  the  Second  District  remains  undisturbed  ;  few  cases  have  required 
interference  on  my  part,  and  the  majcnrity  of  those  have  been  amicably  adjusted  by  effecting 
mutual  reooBciliation. 

Heavy  rains  have  prevailed  during  the  month,  and  in  some  portions  of  the  district  the  floods 
hare  occasioned  considerable  injury  to  the  growing  provisions  in  the  labourers*  gardeas ;  laive 
quantities  of  cassava  being  rooted  up,  and  plantain  trees  broken  down  and  carried  away  by  the 
force  of  the  rushing  waters  in  the  neighbouring  ravines  and  rivers. 
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A  few  more  immigrants  from  Barbados  have  .arrived  this  month.    They  are  located  on  the       ST.  liUGIA* 
*'  Cioiinthe  estate*'  of  this  district,  a  fine  sug;ar  property  and  an  eligible  situation.  -""- 

No  change  in  the  rate  of  wages,  which  continues^  as  formerly  stated,  at  one  shilling  and 
eightpence  sterling  per  diem  for  ordinary  work. 

I  luKve,  &c., 
(Signed)  James  V.  Detsdale. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Cepy.^ 
Henbt  H.  Brebn,  Acting  Oolonial  Secretary. 


No.  a 
Sb^  Soiiimre^  November  12,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  kmoiir  to  report  tbftt  tar  tlw  first  tlttee  weeks  of  the  moodi  of  Oetob^,  the 
woric  on  the  various  estates  of  this  district  went  cm  very  steadily ;  the  sugar  properties  are  wdl 
advanced  in  their  preparations  for  the  ensuing  crc^  which  now  cannot  fail  to  be  an  excellent 
one,  and  the  coflTee  proprtetocs  ate-  r^oicing  in  the  abundant  harvest  which  they  are  now  busily 
engaged  in  securing.  The  death  of  the  Kev.  Abbe  AlauX  the  cur4  of  this  parish,  to  whom 
the  labourers  were  much  attached^  caused  a  stoppa^  for  about  a  week  in  the  agricultural 
operations  of  the  district  generally.  Work,  however,  has  be^  resumed,  and  all  the  estates  are 
again  in  full  activity.  A  few  labourers  have  arrived  from  Barbados.  Wages  are  the  same  as 
last  reported,  but  I  am  happy  to  say  that  ground  provisions  are  becoming  very  plentiful. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        Chaeles  Bennett,  Special  Justice,  Third  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breesw  Ai^ling  ColoniAl  Secretary, 
&e.  &c.  &a 

(True  Copy.) 
Henrt  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  4. 

Sb,  Viaux  Fort^  St.  Lucia,  November  1,  1841 . 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  monthly  rep<Hl  no  occurrence  of  particular  importance  has 
taken  place  in  this  district.  Every  case  affecting  the  labouring  population,  which  has  come 
before  me,  I  rejoice  to  inform  Colonel  Graydon,  I  have  been  able  to  settle  by  advice  and  con- 
ciliation, and  both  employers  and  labourers  seem  to  prosper  in  their  operations. 

The  rate  of  wages  varies  from  tenpence  to  fifteenpence  sterling,  according  to  the  description 
of  labour ;  but^  independently  of  what  may  be  considered  the  cumvation  properly  appertaining 
to  estates,  much  land  formerly  neglected,  now  bears  flourishing  cane  fields,  cidtivated  in  halves^ 
in  the  manner  described  in  previous  reports. 

Ere  I  conclude,  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  call  his  Excellency's  attention  to  the  dangerous 
and  almost  impassable  state  of  the  roads  iif  this  district ;  and  I  do  so  at  the  urgent  request  of 
p^sons  whose  avocations  frequently  call  them  from  this  town  to  Laborie  and  Micoud. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)         A.  C.  Colquhovn,  Special  Justice,  Fourth  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Cobmal  Seeretary, 
&C.  &c  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 

Henet  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  5. 
Sr,  Vieux  Port,  November  2, 1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  that  there  was  no  sitting  of  the  Court  of  Petty  Sessions  in  the  Fifth  District,  nor  was 
any  person  sentenced  to  fine  or  imprisonment  by  me,  as  special  justice,  during  the  month  of 
OetoDen 

No  alteration  has  taken  place  in  the  rate  of  wages. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  month,  from  the  overflowing  of  the  rivers  caused  by  heavy  rains,  a 

Santity  of  canes  were  washed  away  from  several  estates,  particularly  Mondesir,  quarter  of 
icoud,  and  Fond  d*Or,  quarter  of  Dennery,  since  which  die  weather  has  been  favourable. 
The  district  remains  in  tranquillity. 

I  have,  &0., 
(Signed)  J.  Johnston,  Special  Justice,  Fifth  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Bnea,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy^ 
Hehrt  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 
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ST.  XtJCIA.      (No.  37.)  No.  15. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  'Lieutenant-Governor  Darling^  administering  the 
General  Government  of  the  Windward  Isiands,  to  Lord  Stanley. 

My  Lord,"  Government  House,  Barbados,  November  29,  1841. 

No.  15.  I  AM  honoured  with  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  St.  Lucia,  of  the  30th 

October,  No.  8,  relative  to  the  proposed  establishment  of  a  Court  of  Appeal  in 
that  island,  on  the  system,  as  near  as  circumstances  will  permit,  of  that  in  Bar- 
bados, by  the  late  Govemor-in-Chief,  Sir  Evan  MacGregor. 

I  shall  not  fail  to  transmit  to  Colonel  Graydon  a  copy  of  your  Lordship's 
Despatch,  and  will  accompany  it  by  a  copy  of  the  table  of  fees  framed  by  the 
Assistant  Court  of  Appeal  in  this  island,  as  approved  by  the  Grovemor  and 
Council  under  the  Act  of  the  29th  July,  1838;  I  shall  also  have  the  honouriof- 
transmitting  a  copy  for  your  Lordship's  information,  as  you  do  not  find  one  in  the 
papers  sent  home  and  printed  by  Parliament. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  HENRY  C.  DARLING,  Lieutenant-Governor, 

administering  the  General  Government. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley, 
&c.         &c.        &c. 


(No.  33.)  No.  16. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Darling,  administering  the 
General  Government  of  the  Windward  Islands,  to  Lord  Stanley. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  December  16,  1841. 

No.  16.  I  HAVE  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your  Lordship  the  accompanying 

8  Dec.  1841.       ^¥7  ^^  ^  letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Graydon,  administering  »the  Government 
No.  66.  of  St.  Lucia,  and  of  reports  of  the  special  magistrates  of  that  isknd,  for  th6  month 

^'"'^«*'^^'-    of  November  last.        ^  ^  ^ 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  HENRY  C.  DARLING,  Lieutenant-Governor, 

administering  the  General  Government. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley, 

&€.       ,     &C.  &C. 


(No.  66.)'  Enclosure  in  No.  16. 

End.  in  No.  16.     ^^^'  .^*-  L^cia,  December  8,  1841.  ^ 

No0. 1  to  4.  ^  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward,  for  vour  E^llency's  information,  copies  of  the  reports 

*       ■■ —  of  the  stipendiary  magistrates  for  the  mcmth  of  November.    - 

I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)  George  Graydon,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 

adminiaterisg  the  6ovieaaiuent« 
His  Excellency  Major-General  Darling,  Lieutenant-Governor, 
administering  the  General  Uovemment, 

&c.  &c.  &o. 

(True  Copy.) 
John  Bbdinofeld,  Private  Secretary. 

No.  1. 

Sir,  Castries,  First  District,  December  1,  1841. 

In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  as  conveyed 
to  me  in  your  official  letter  of  the  23rd  ultimo,  I  assumed  the  charge  of  this  district  on  the 
26th  November. 

So  recently  installed  in  the  First  District,  I  am  not  pr^ared  to  enter  into  any  detail  of  th^ 
state  of  the  district,  but  it  is  with  satisfaction  I  can  report  as  to  the  existence  of  general  tran- 
quillity and  ^ood  order. 

On  resigning  charge,  as  stipendiary  magistrate,  of  the  Second  District,  it  is  gratifying  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  orderly  and  industrious  conduct  of  the  labourers,  and  the  conciliatory  disposi- 
tion of  their  employers. 

I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)  James  V:  DrtsdalEi  Special  Justice,  Rrst  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&C.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
Henry  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  ^retary. 
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No.  2.  ST.  LUCIA. 

Sir,  Soufriere,  December  8,  1841.  — ^ 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  Colonel  Graydon^ 
that  (hiring  the  month  of  November  the  Third  District  was  not  so  tranquil  as  I  ceuld  have 
wished.  In  consequence  of  the  death  of  the  Abb^  Alaux>  cure  of  Soufiriere,  there  was  consi- 
desable  excitement  amongst  the  labourers.  The  death  of  the  abb6  happening  whilst  there 
was  a  violmit  feud  existing  betwe^i  the  abb^  and  a  party  of  his  parishioners^  concerning  church 
matters,  the  labourers,  strongly  attached  to  their  cure,  (with  the  ignorance  natural  to  a  scarce  - 
civilized  people,)  attributed  the  death  of  their  pastor  to  these  feuds,  and  felt  much  irritated  in 
consequence.    The  work  on  some  of  the  estates  was  for  a  time  interrupted,  but  is  now,  I  am 

flad  to  say,  being  resumed  generally.     One  or  two  affrays  arose  from  the  bad  state  of  feeling, 
nt,  from  the  prompt  measures  adopted,  were  speedily  suppressed. 

The  coffee  crop  is  proving  a  superb  one,  but  will  be  later  in  the  gathering  than,  usual.   The 
sugar  properties  are  preparing  to  commence  their  crop,  which  promises  well. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  Charles  Bennett,  Special  Justice,  Third  District. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &o.  &c« 

(True  Copy.) 
Henrt  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  3. 
Sir,  Vieux  Fort,  December  1,  1841. 

Almost  all  the  official  reports  which  I  have  had  occasion  to  transmit  to  you  for  some 
months  past,  for  submission  to  his  Excellency  Colonel  Grraydon,  have  afforded  me  gratifying 
opportunities  of  bearing  my  testimony  to  the  tranquil  state  of  the  Fourth  District  under  my 
charge.  I  am  happy  now  to  report,  that  during  the  preceding  month,  no  circumstance 
catenated  to  Asturb  the  public  peace,  or  interfere  with  the  mutual  good  understanding 
existing  between  employers  and  labourers^  has  occurred  in  this  district ;  at  the  same  time  I 
think  it  necessary  to  add,  that  there  has  been  no  want  of  cases  before  me,  but,  acting  on 
condliatory  principles,  to  which  I  have  in  previous  reports  alluded,  I  have  been  enabled  to 
draw  contendmg  parties  into  amicable  arrangements. 

Wages  continue  to  be  the  same,  but  numerous  properties  are  preparing  to  commence  crop^ 
and  the  additicmal  labour  called  for  in  the  manufacture  of  sugar  will  effect  a  corresponding 
rise  in  pay. 

Although  the  planters  of  this  district  generally  complain  that  the  weather  has  been  un- 
seasonable as  too  dry,  yet,  I  am  happy  to  assure  his  Eixcellency  that  the  prospects  for  the 
ensuing  crop  in  the  Fourth  District  are  very  fovourable.    That  I  may  not  be  supposed  to 

Seak  at  random,  I  mention  the  expected  crops  of  a  few  estates  for  1842,  as  compared  with 
eir  last,  that  for  1841.  Saphir  Estate,  1841,  92  ho|8heads;  1842,  i90  hogsheads.  Ba- 
lembonche,  1841,  70  hogsheads;  1842,  140  hogsheads.  La  Resource  Estate,  1841,  10 
hogsheads;  1842,  40  hogsheads;  and  almost  all  the  estates  an  expected  increase  on  the 
present  crop,  as  compared  with  the  last,  of  about  one  third. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  C.  H.  Colqohoun. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &o. 

(True  Copy.) 
Henry  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  4. 
Sir,  Castries,  November  29,  1841. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  my  arrival  here  this  day,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  charge 
of  the  Second  District,  conformably  to  his  Excellency's  instructions,  conveyed  in  your  letter 
of  the  23d  instant,  also  the  superintendence  of  the  Castries  Gaol,  as  Inspector  of  Prisons  in 
this  island. 

I  beg  to  remark  that  up  to  the  period  of  my  departure  from  the  Fifth  District  tranquillity 
reigned  throughout. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  James  Johnston,  Special  Justice,  Second  District, 

Inspector  of  Gaols. 
The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
Henrt  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 
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No.  17. 

St  Lucia.    No.  71. 

11  Jan.  1842. 

With  4  Reports. 


(No.  3.)  No.  17. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  LieutenaDt-Governor  Darling^  administering  the 
General  Government  of  the  Windward  Islands,  to  Lord  Stanley. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  January  29,  1842. 

I  DO  myself  the  honour  of  forwarding  to  your  Lordship,  Reports  from  the 
stipendiaiy  magistrates  of  St.  Lucia  for  the  month  of  December,  1841,  as 
received  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Graydon,  administering  the  Government  of 
that  Colony. 

(Signed)  HENRY  C.  DARLING,  Lieutenant-Governor, 

administering  the  General  Government 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley, 
&c.         &c.         &c. 


(No.  71.)  Enclosure  in  No.  17. 

^ir,  St.  Lucia,  January  11,  1842. 

End.  in  No.  17.  j   g^^g   ^^   honour  to  forward  to  your  Excellency  copies  of  the  Reports  of  the 

Nos,  1  to  4.        stipendiary  magistrates  for  the  month  of  December. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  George  Gratdon, 

'    administering  the  Government. 
His  Excellency  Miyor-General  Darling,  Lieutenant-Grovemor, 
Administering  the  General  Government, 
&c-  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
John  Bbdinqfkld,  Private  Secretary. 


.No.  1. 
Sir,  Castries,  First  District,  January  4,  1842. 

No  change  in  this  district  since  my  report  for  the  month  of  November. 
The  festivities  during  the  Christmas  holidays  have  passed  off  quietly.    A  temporary 
interruption  of  estates*  work,  was  nothing  more  than  might  have  been  expected ;  but  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  this  has  been  to  a  much  less  extent  than  in  previous  years. 
No  Conrt  of  Petty  Sessions  has  been  convened  during  the  month  of  December, 

I  have,  &C. 
(SignedJ  James  V.  Drtsdalb,  Special  Justice,  First  District. 

The  H9n.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c  &C.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
Hbnry  H.  Brben,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  2. 


Sir, 


Castries^'  January  10, 1842* 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Officer  ad- 
ministering  the   Government,  that  no  complaints  were  preferred  either  by  employer  or 
employed  in  the  Second  District,  under  my  charge,  during  the  month  of  December. 

The  average  rate  of  wages  is  fifteen  pence  sterling  per  diem ;  but  the  labourers  are  prin- 
cipally engaged  in  job  wonL. 

The  crop  has  partially  commenced,  and  the  weather  continues  favourable. 
The  greater  number  of  the  labourers  employed  in  the  Second  District  reside  off  the  estates ; 
but,  being  stationed  there  only  a  month,  I  am  unable,  myself,  to  assign  any  positive  cause  for 
this ;  but,  from  what  I  have  been  given  to  understaoid,  am  inclined  to  b^eve  they  consider 
themselves  much  more  secure,  and  kss  likely  to  be  disturbed  on  lands  to  which  they  have  a 
right  as  occupants^  either  by  piu'chase  or  leasa  They  remark  that,  if.  they  cultivated  gardens 
on  the  estates,  they  are  subject  to  be  ejected  at  pleasure,  when  they  may  lose  a  great  part  of 
their  provisions;  but  that,  in  cultivating  their  own  lands,  they  run  no  such  risk.  I  am  also 
inclined  to  imagine  that  they  prefer  having  some  retired  spot,  which  they  generally  choosey 
where  they  may  be  secure  from  observation  or  intrusion. 

During  the  holidays,  the  labourers  have  been  little  at  work,. being  engaged  in  amusements 
suited  to  their  tastes  and  habits.  They  have  since  returned  to  their  occupations,  and  are  pre» 
paring  for  crop  generally. 

The  district  remains  in  perfect  tranquillity. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  Jambs  Johnston,  Special.  Justice  Second  Dbtrict. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&C.  &c.  &c 

(True  Copy.) 
Henry  H.  Brbbn,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 
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No.  3.  fa.  LUCLt 

Sir,  Soufriere)  December  8, 1841.  '*-' 

I  HATB  the  bemoiir  to  report  that  December  has  passed  quietly  enough  in  the  Third 
District ;  the  excitement  caused  by  the  circumstances  attending  the  death  of  tne  late  cur£  of 
Soufri^  has  entirely  subsided.  I  am^  moreover,  happy  in  heme  able  to  add  that  diere  was 
a  manife^  improvement  in  the  mann^r  in  which  the  Idbourers  conducted  themselves  during  the 
Christmas  and  new  year's  holidays,  as  compared  with  the  three  preceding  years.  On  most  of 
the  estates  the  majority  of  labourers  worked  up  to  Christmas  eve^  and  again  on  the  suc- 
ceeding week. 

Wages  continue  as  last  reported,  that  is,  from  lOd.  to  Is.  sterling  per  diem  for  ordinary 
work,  with  5d.  extra  when  cropping. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  Charuss  Bennett. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
Hbnrt  H.  Brben,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  4. 
Sir,  Vieux  Fort,  January  1,  1842. 

Having  been  directed  on  the  26th  of  November  last  by  his  Excellency  the  lieu  tenant- 
Governor  to  assume  the'  superintendence  of  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Districts^  and  having,  in 
consequence  of  such  nomination,  gone  my  rounds  Weekly  and  done  duty  in  both,  I  trust  there 
will  be  no  impropriety  attached  to  my  giving  on  this  occasion,  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency,  a  report  which  shall  include  the  district  of  Vieux  Fort  as  well  as  that  of  Micoud. 

In  Vieux  Fort  I  am  happy  once  more  to  repeat  that  agricultural  appearances  continue 
most  promising,  and  that  the  industry  of  the  labourers  remains  imabated.  The  quantity  of 
canes  planted  by  them  during  the  year  1840,  either  on  their  own  account  or  in  halves  with 
their  employers,  will  raise  many  of  them  to  comparative  affluence.  From  proprietors  and 
managers  I  hear  no  complaints  of  want  of  labour,  nor  have  I  had  occasion  to  see  any  labourer 
wandering  about  in  search  of  employment.  There  appears  to  exist  in  this  district  a  good 
imderstanding,  not  only  between  the  labouring  class  and  the  proprietors,  but  also  between  the 
different  proprietors  and  managers  themselves.  This  naturally  conduces  to  the  harmony  of 
all,  and  the  result  is  seen  in  the  healthy  and  prosperous  appearance  of  the  cane  fields.  Some 
estates  have  already  made  sugar,  and  nearly  all  will  cut  canes  to  commence  crop  during  the 
ensuing  week.  This  change,  trom  field  to  manufacturing  labour,  will  cause  an  increase  in  the 
rate  of  wages,  and  add  considerably  to  the  comforts  of  the  peasantry  in  other  respects ;  whilst, 
if  produce  brings  fair  prices  in  the  market,  the  additional  quantity  of  sugar  to  be  made  will 
amply  repay  the  expense  incurred  in  producing  it. 

A  tew  Barbadian  labourers,  recently  brought  to  this  colony,  have  been  located  on  one  estate 
in  the  district.  I  fear,  however,  that  hitherto  the  experiment  has  proved  unsuccessfuL  There 
has  been  mortality  amongst  them,  brought  on,  I  believe,  in  a  great  measure,  by  their  own 
imprudence ;  and,  on  the  slightest  symptoms  of  sickness,  they  appear  to  yield  themselves  to 
despondency. 

The  only  cases  that  came  before  me  during  the  previous  month  in  this  district,  that  I  feel  < 
called  upon  to  report,  are  as  under ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  explain  that  not  one  is  between  an 
employer  and  labourer. 

December  17th, 
Montout  Billy  versus  Victorine. — Aggravated  assault.     The  assault  was  proved,  and  . 

defendant  was  sentenced  to  14  days*  imprisonment 
St.  Rose  versus  Louis  and  Seraphin. — ^Trespass :  proved.     Each  defendant  amerced  5^. 

sterUng. 
E.  P.  Provoteau  versus  Marie  Jeanne.— Trespass :  proved.     Defendant  amerced  in  the 

sum  of  4s.  sterling. 
Madame  Bonami,  for  violently  obstructing  the  police  in  the  peribrmance  of  tfieir  duty* 

Fined  16^.  sterling. 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  report  on  the  Fifth  or  Micoud  District^  of  which  I  lost  no  time  in 
taking  charge,  in  obedience  to  nis  Excellency's  orders. 

I  found  the  appearance  of  the  cane  cultivation  sufficiently  promising ;  but  I  regret  to 
observe  that  there  does  not  appear  to  me  to  exist,  either  amongst  employers  or  labourers,  that 
unanimity  and  mutual  good  understanding  which  can  alone  enable  them  to  pull  successfully 
together,  and  which  is  so  happily  evinced  in  the  district  of  Vieux  Fort  I  should  be  the  last 
individual  living  to  propose  combination  either  to  masters  or  servants,  still  I  would  go  the 
length  of  recommending  that  one  uniform  rate  of  labour  and  wages  should  be  established 
between  them.  In  Micoud  the  current  rate  of  wages  considerably  exceeds  that  of  Vieux  Fort , 
whilst,  in  so  far  as  I  can  yet  judge,  the  labour  performed  is  certainly  less,  and  procured  with 
more  difficulty.  This  is  owing  to  a  most  injudicious  and  shortsiffhted  practice  which  generally 
prevails  in  the  Fifth  District.  I  allude  to  the  system  of  one  planter  holding  out  inducement 
to  the  labourers  of  his  neighbour  to  leave  him,  whilst,  perhaps,  that  neighbour  is  at  the  very 
Bame  moment  reciprocating  the  compliment  as  respects  lumselfl  This  causes  mutual  mistrust ; 
and  by  each  one  seeking  to  increase  his  own  gang  at  the  expense  of  the  other,  wages  are 
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(St.  LUCIA.  augmented  to  a  ruinous  amount,  and  the  negro  makes  his  market  out  of  both  at  very  little 
-^-*  expenditure  of  labour  to  himself. 

I  must  also  express  my  regret  at  the  want  of  unity  in  opinion  existing  in  the  Fifth  District 
as  regards  the  mode  of  working ;'— certain  planters  upholding,  in  the  strongest  manner,  by 
precept  and  example,  the  system  of  task ;  whilst  others,  the  majority  I  believe,  advocate  im 
old  mode  of  working  morning  and  afternoon. 

I  regret  to  have  had  thus  to  report;  but  I  should  have  been  wanting  in  my  duty  had  I 
failed  to  convey  to  his  Excellency  my  candid  opinion  as  to  the  state  of  affairs  during  the  first 
month  I  have  held  charge  of  the  Fifth  District. 

I  trust  that  future  reports  will  enable  me  to  set  matters  before  him  under  a  very  different 
aspect 

My  Judicial  Report  contains  only  as  follows,  viz. : — 
December  2l8t. 
Greorge  Cotter  versms  Gegtmde. — Trespass:  proved.     Fined  16#.  sterling, 
Mathurin  versus  Laeorbiniere.— Assault.    This  oomplaint  was  frivolous,  and  dismissed. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  have  now  resided  14  months  in  the  colony, — 13  of 
them  as  special  justice ;  and  that,  month  after  month,  I  have  had  reason  to  remark  the  rising 
intelligence  andmdustry  of  the  labouring  classes.    To  this  I  bear  most  willing  testimony. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  C.  Colquhoun,  Special  Justice,  Fifth  District* 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&e.  &c.  &c. 

(True  Copy.) 
Henry  H.  Breen,  Acting  Colonial  Secretaiy. 
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(No.  3.)  No.  1. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Darling,  administering  the 
General  Government  of  the  Windward  Islands,  to  Lord  Stanley. 

My  Lord,  Government  House^  Barbados,  February  2,  1842,  No.  i. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  Letter  from  his    ^^  ^no.*i23.*^^^' 
Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Grenada,  togetner  with  Reports  from  the 
Special  Magistrates  on  the  state  of  their  several  districts,  as  required  in  my  Lord 
John  Russell's  Despatch  of  the  22nd  April  last.  General,  No.  11,  addressed  to  his 
Excellency  the  late  Governor-General. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  HENRY  C.  DARLING,  Lieutenant-Governor, 

administering  the  General  Government. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Nos.  1  to  6. 


Enclosure  in  No.  1. 

(No.  123,) 

Sir,  Goveriunent  House,  Grenada,  January  22,  1842. 

With  reference  to  your  Excellency's  Despatch,  dated  10th  August,  1841,  No.  14,      End.  in  No.  1. 
enclosing  an  extract  from  a  Despatch  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  a 
series  of  six  questions  to  be  put  to  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates.    I  have  the  honour  to  transmit 
herewith  the  answers  to  those  questions,  as  given  by  the  respective  Stipendiary  Magistrates  in 
this  island. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  C.  H.  Dotle,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor, 
administering  the  General  Government. 
&c.  '  &c.  &c. 


No.  I. 

District  of  St.  Geobob. 

Report  of  Richard  M.  Jephson,  Stipendiary  Magistrate  of  the  District  of  St.  George,* 
Grenada,  on  the  questions  submitted  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  to  the  Stipendiary  Magietrates  for  answers  thereto. 

Question  1.  ''General  character  and  condition  of  the  peasantry;  noticing  any  changes 
observable,  since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship,  in  their  manners,  habits,  or  tastes;  in 
the  rate  of  mortality ;  or  in  the  nature  and  frequency  of  offences  ?" — The  general  character  of 
the  peasantry  is  so  far  good,  that  there  is  an  sdmost  total  absence  of  the  heavier  crimes.  A 
tendency  to  petty  pilfering,  disregard  to  truth,  and  somewhat  loose  notions  of  moraUty,  are 
their  prevailing  vices.  I  am  of  opinion  that^  generally  speaking,  they  are  not  lazy.  They 
labour  hard  for  themselves,  and  if  they  relax  when  working  for  others  it  is  more  the  result  of 
habit,  having  so  long  worked  without  remuneration.     However,  there  is,  in  this  respect,  an 

*  This  district  comprises  the  parish  and  town  of  St.  George— the  principal  town  in  the  island. 
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GRENADA*  improvemetit,  and  latterly  the  labourers  on  the  plantations  are  more  assiduoiis  and  perrorm 
their  work  more  carefully. 

Their  condition.  1  should  say  that  they  are  as  comfortable,  happy,  and  independent,  as  any 
other  peasantry  in  the  world,  if  not  more  so,  (many  of  them  are  actually  wealthy.)  If  there 
are  exceptions  it  must  be  their  own  faults. 

Their  habits  and  tastes  are  certainly  improved  since  the  time  of  apprenticeship.  Their 
houses  are  somewhat  better  furnished,  and  they  consume  more  meat  than  formerly.  Their 
love  of  dress  is  proverbial.  The  consumption  of  rum  is  increasing  amongst  them ;  but  they 
do  not  appear  to  commit  excesses  in  this  way,  as  a  drunken  negro  m  the  country  parts  of  the 
island  is  comparatively  a  rare  sight 

There  is  no  difference  observable  in  the  rate  of  mortality  with  regard  to  adults,  and  from 
all  I  can  gather  rather  a  decrease  amongst  children. 

The  most  frequent  offences  against  the  law  are  petty  assaults  amongst  each  other  and 
slander.  For  the  former  the  peraon  aggrieved  kas  legai  redfes,  for  the  latter  none  is  open  to 
them.     Offenders  of  thb  nature  are  chiefly  women. 

2.  ''  Relations  between  the  peasantry,  and  the  proprietors ;  adverting  espedally  to  the  con* 
ditions  of  tenancnr  in  estates ;  to  the  progress  of  the  labourers  in  establishing  themselves  as 
freeholders;  to  the  rising  up  of  new  hamlets  and  villages,  and  the  effect  which  these  changes 
are  supposed  to  have  upon  the  supply  of  labour  for  the  cultivation  of  the  staple  produce  of 
the  colony." — ^The  relations  between  the  peasantry  and  the  proprietors  and  the  condition  of 
tenancy  on  estates  vary  a  good  deal  in  my  district.  On  some  estates  a  weekly  rent  is  ckai^ged 
to  the  labourer  for  his  house  and  garden,  which  is  deducted  from  the  weeUy  amount  of  hn 
wages ;  on  others  this  rent  is  only  exacted  when  the  labourer  dees  iH>t  work,  but  still  keeps 
possession  of  his  house  and  land«  On  others  no  rent  hi  diarged;  under  airp  dreumstaxices^  but 
in  this  case  the  rate  of  wages  is  something  lower.  Some  give  beaides  a  weekly  jillowanee  of 
salt  tish ;  some  add  the  benefit  of  medKcal  advice  gretiB.  In  all  cases  the  proprietnr  ost  Mm 
agent  has  the  power  of  evicting  the  labourer  in  a  very  summary  manner  by  the  Greoada  Aet, 
No.  298.  I  now  speak  of  wt  labourers  actually  attached  to  the-  plantation  living  in  HbB 
houses  especially  erected  for  their  Use.  There  are  besides  vpon  nisny  estates  yeoHy  tenants 
of  an  acre  or  two,  with  a  house  buih  by  thennslves^  the^rent  mr  whieh  will  be  taAuea  ialtuhoift 
if  the  tenant  pleases. 

In  this  district,  more  than  any  other  in  the  island,  have  the  labourers  become  iredioldsis 
and  small  landholders  in  the  greatest  number.  They  do  not  congregate  in  villages ;  each 
erects  his  cottage  in  the  centre  of  his  holding.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  tlm  settling 
system  has  withdrawn  a  great  supply  of  labour  from  the  staple  produce  of  the  colomr;  for 
althoudi  these  people  sometimes  work  on  the  estates  they  do  so  very  irregulariy,  and  only 
when  tliey  are  much  in  want  of  money,  which  is  not  often  the  oase,  as  tliey^at  all  times  meet 
with  a  ready  sale  for  the  produce  of  their  land. 

3.  *'  New  institutions ;  as  churches,  schools,  savings'  banks,  benefit  societies." — ^There  am 
no  new  churches;  two  new  schools;  no  savings'  banks,  or  benefit  societies. 

4.  "  State  and  prospects  of  cultivation,  noticing  the  supply  of  labour  and  the  rate  of  wages, 
the  produce  of  the  last  crop,  and  the  prospect  or  promise  of  the  next,  the  weather,  ftc." — 
The  state  of  cultivation  is  at  the  present  time  tolerably  good  generally,  varying  somewhat  oa 
different  estates,  according  to  the  supply  of  labour.  The  supply  of  labour  is  greater  on  some 
estates  than  others,  but  everywhere  considerably  less  than  the  demand.     The  emigratioa  to 

'  Trinidad,  which  seems  now  on  the  increase,  together  with  the  settling  system,  has,  air  I  have 
already  observed,  abstracted  from  the  estates  a  vast  supply  of  labour.  The  rate  of  wages 
varies ;  but  \s.  a  day,  including  the  value  of  allowances^  is  a  fair  average. 

The  last  crop  warn  what  is  csSled  a ''  short'*  one;  on  some  estates  almost  nothing*;  however, 
this  is  in  great  part  to  be  attributed  to  the  extraordinarily  dry  season.  The  climate^  even 
in  my  district  (less  than  a  fifth  of  the  island)ris  very  various.  A  dry  season,  while  it  is  particu- 
larly favourably  to  one  estate  near  the  mountains  is  ruinous  to  one  on  the  coast.  Thus  the 
mountain  properties  have  made  fair  crops,  considering  their  diminished  sum>ly  of  labour,.while 
many  of  those  on  the  sea-shore  have  made  nothing  at  all,  and  some  have  been  actually 
abandoned.  Tlie  prospect  of  the  ensuing  crop  is  better.  The  genial  rains  wfaioh  have  lately 
fallen,  though  too  late  to  be  of  any  great  service,  have  still  improved  the  growing  canes  a  good 
deal.  When  I  say  that  the  prospect  of  a  future  crop  is  better,  I  mean  if  our  labourers  remain 
with  us.  If  they*  continue  to  emigrate  as  they  do  now,  which  is  not  unlikely,  and  we  do  not 
get  others  in  their  stead,  the  fate  of  the  island,  as  regards  the  cultivation  of  sugar  estates,  need 
not  be  told. 

The  produce  of  the  last  crop  fh>m  22  sugar  estates  (the  number  in  my  district)  has  been 
from  725  to  795  hogsheads.  Tne  quantity  might  have  been  eiceetly  slated  had  the^  usual 
returns  been  forwarded  to  the  island  treasurer's  office.  There'isi  generally  speaking,  a  proraect 
of  a  trifling  improvement  in  the  ensuing  crop,  to  be  attributsd  to  the  geniid  rUns  that  have 
lately  fallen. 

5.  '*  Improvements  and  disceveries ;  as,  for  instance,  any  new  maohine  bj  which  labesf  ia 
savedi  any  improved  method  of  cultivMion,  any  new  manufacture,  &e.  so.'' — Them  hase 
been  no  improvements  or  cbsooveries  for  the  saWag  of  manual  hboiir  in  this  dialriet;  no  m-^ 
proved  method  of  cuhivatien. 

The  plough  is  used  when  it  is  praetioalile,  but  thedistrict,  being  genendly  hilly,  tfaa^is  bat 
seldom  the  caaa. 

There  are  no  new  mamifactiiresk 

6.  ''  State  of  internal  traffic,  noticing  the  sort  of  goods  which  are  in  most  demand.'*-— 
Articles  of  wearing  apparel,  carried  about  the  country  parts  of  the  ishmd  by  women  hndcsters 
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0r  sale  to  tbe  negFoes,  is  the  onlgr  ntemal  traffic,  if  we  except  tbe  regular  weekly  supply  of      GBBNADA. 
vegetables  aud  fruit  for  tbe  market  of  Bt.  George  fay  the  peasantry  of  the  interior.  

Richard  M.  Jephson,  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 


No.  2. 

District  of  St.  David. 

Answers  to  Six  Queries  received  from  the  Right  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
by  Laurence  John  W^h,  Stipendiary  Justice  for  the  parish  of  St.  Davids  Grenada. 

Qwestitm  1 .  ''  Greneral  character  and  condition  of  the  peasantry ;  noticing  any  changes  obsnv- 
aUe»  since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprentacesbip,  in  their  manners,  habits^  or  tastes ;  in  the  rate 
of  mortality ;  or  in  the  nature  and  frequency  of  offences.'-'— Of  the  character  of  the  labourers  in 
this  district  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  in  fayourable  terms ;  their  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  such  of  their  employers  as  treat  them  with  common  civili^,  is  a  ieatare  in  their  character  to 
whidi  I  refer  with  pleasure ;  and  in  confirmation  of  this  remaric,  I  would  particularly  allude 
to  the  very  exemplary  behaviour  of  the  labourers  on  Belle- Vue,  Upper  Latate,  Corinth,  Cape 
J9ale,  aad  Westoriiall  estates,  on  all  of  which  pn^rties  the  stqpply  of  labour  is  ample,  and  the 
-eonidenoe  between  employer  and  labourer  perfectly  established. 

In  habits  of  mondity  the  labourers  are  decidedly  progressing.  Marriages  amonest  them  are 
iMppily  beocMning  of  frequent  oceorrenee,  and  they  evince  a  great  desire  to  have  the  younger 
JHwrobes  of  their  fenilies  instruoled ;  the  diildren  are  generally  taken  from  school  between  me 
•ages  of  13  and  15  by  their  parents,  and  from  that  period  assist  in  the  labour  of  the  plantations. 

As  regards  their  condition,  it  is  decidedly  good ;  they  are,  generally  speaking,  comfortably 
situated  and  well  paid,  it  being  in  the  power  of  an  industrious  labourer  to  earn  by  task-work 
from  \s.  6d.  to  29.  sterling  per  day,  wlnle  the  produce  of  his  provision  grounds  supplies  his 
innily  with  vegetables,  and  leaves  an  ample  surplus  to  be  brought  to  man^et. 

The  tastes  and  habits'  of  the  pocoantiy,  since  the  termmatipn  of  the  apprenticeship,  have  am- 
wderably  «ltoeed ;  the  course  Psniston  dothing  of  the  slave  is  now  replaced  by  an  article  of 
superior  manufacture,  and  on  holidays  the  dress  of  the  negro  is  even  costly  and  extravagairt. 
No  eocpense  is  spared  by  them  in  the  purchase  cS  finery ;  and  evmi  in  the  furniture  of  their 
iMuses,  and  mode  of  livmg,  a  dianse  l»s  taken  fdaee. 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  since  the  apprenticeship  has  been  at  least  one-fifth, 
and  medical  attendance  «uid  medicines  are  BtiU  supplml  at  the  expense  of  the  estates.  The 
oSences  at  present  mosdy  prevailing  amongst  the  labourers  aire  those  of  petty  assaults,  and 
.alaBider,  But  erime  is  much  upon  the  decrease,  and  cases  of  larceny  or  felony  of  any  descrip- 
tion are  ieolated  and  uncommon ;  indeed,  rince  the  extinction  of  compulsory  and  unrequited 
labour,  die  husbandman  can  with  common  industry  prooure  the  enjoyment  of  every  article  of 
comfort  which  poverty  or  necessity  formerly  compelled  him  to  procure  by  theft. 

'2.  "  RelatieasbetweenAepeasantry  and  the  proprietors;  adverting  eqpecially  to  the  condition 
of  tenancy  oa  estates^  to  the  progress  of  the  labourers  in  establishing  themselves  as  freeholders, 
to  the  rising  up  ef  new  hamlets  and  villages,  and  the  efikct  which  these  changes  are  supposed 
4»  have  upon  the  supply  of  labour  for  Uie  cultivation  of  the  staple  produce  of  the  colony." — The 
anting  relations  between  the  peasantry  and  the  proprietors  (or  rather  their  agents)  are  those 
ef  mutual  depeadanee,  tbe  planter  who  is  alive  to  his  own  interests  endeavouring  by  every 
henest  means  in  his  power  to  procure  the  constant  supply  of  labour  so  indispensably  necessary 
to  the  growth  and  manufeeture  of  the  staple  comnradity  o(  the  colony,  and  the  labourer  relying 
an  faisemidoyer  for  constant  work  and  feir  remuneration :  this  state  of  dependence  on  the  part 
of' the  planter  must  of  eourse  oontinue,  so  long  as  the  supply  of  labour  is  not  more  than  equal 
to  the  demand,  but  would  be  connderably  lessened  by  the  introduction  of  African  emigrants  to 
any  extent 

Ahe  conditions  of  tenantry  on  estetes  are,  in  my  opinion,  very  unsattsiactory.  The  following 
are  the  terms  on  which  the  labourer  holds  his  house  and  grounds : — Should  he  agree  to  work 
&r  five  coneeootive  days  in  tbe  vreek,  be  is  allowed  the  use  of  a  cottege,  rent  free,  and  a  suffi- 
wntquantity  of  land  for  the  cultivation  of  provisions ;  if,  however,  he  absent  himself  from  his 
•wmk  under  eaif  pretence  whatever,  without  a  special  permission  from  the  manager  of  the  estate, 
he  is  charged  at  the  rate  of  Is.  6d.  or  2s.  sterling  per  week  as  rent  for  his  cottage ;  but  should 
his  absence  be  -prolonged  for  a  further  period,  he  can  be  expelled  on  application  to  a  stipen- 
diary  magistrate  within  one  month.  ^ 

I  am  happy,  however,  to  be  able  to  state  that  ejectments  have  been  of  very  rare  occurrence 
in  this  district ;  that  the  labourers  however  are  aware  of  the  disadvantages  they  have  to  en- 
counter under  the  present  system  of  tenantry  may  easily  be  ascertained  by  their  becpming 
every  day  renters  of  snMill  lofeafrf*  laad  in  the  immediate  vieinity  of  the  estates  on  which  they 
work.  These  settlements  they  devote  exclusively  to  the  cultivation  of  provisions  in  preference 
to  working  the  waste  lands  of  the  estate  to  which  they  were  formerly  attached,  and  from  which 
they  are  now  so  UaUe  to  be  expelled. 

On  tbe  whole,  however,  I  am  rather  inclined  to  approve  of  the  system  of  renting  detached 
portions  of  land  now  so  universally  pursued  by  the  peasantry ;  it  will  undoubtedly  render  them 
nurre  independent  of  the  caprice  of  their  employers,  and  give  diem  an  interest  in  the  soil, 
whidi,  under  the  present  mode  of  tenantry  on  estates,  they  could  not  possibly  entertain. 

Many  planters  have  complained  to  me  of  what  they  are  pleased  to  term  the  ingratitude  of 
•their  former  slaves  in  now  leaving  their  estates  and  renting  land  elsewhere ;  were  they,  how- 
over,  unanimously  to  adopt  the  plan  of  renting  their  waste  lands  to  their  own  labourers  at  a 
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ORENADA*      moderate  jeaiiy  rental^  ingtead  of  pursuing  the  objectionable  practice  now  in  general  use,  their 
«— ^  gain  would  be  considerably  increfl»ed^  and  the   natural,  atlacfauient  of  the  laboitrers  to  tiie 

places  of  their  birth  be  strengthened  and  encouraged ;  this  state  of  things  can  neeer  be  looked 
forward  to  so  Ibng  as  the  peasantry  are  subject  to  be  ejected  summarily. 

Since  the  termination  of  the  apprenticeship  little  or  no  progress  has  been  made  by  the 

N.B.  I  here  allude    labourers  in  establishing  themselves  as  freeholders,  the  laws  of  tlM  colony  requiring  the  qaali- 

to'freeholdert  who     fication  of  a  freeholds  to  oonsbt  in  the  bond  fide  possession  of  twenhr  acres  of  land.     P^ip- 

are  entitled  lo  vote    chasers,  however,  of  small  lots  varying  from  one  to  five  acres  of  land,  have  become  very 

for  the  return  of  a    frequent  in  this  district,  the  average  price  being  about   10/.  sterling  per  acre;  although  the 

Hou^of  Assembly.  Purchaser  invariably  erects  a  comfortable  cottage  on  his  new  purdiase,  no  villages  are  yet 

bein^  established.    The  effect  hitherto  occasioned  by  these  changes  upon  the  supply  of  labeor 

has  been  very  trifling,  and  I  find  upon  strict  inquiry,  that  such  of  the  labourers  that  havie 

purchased  lands,  generally  work  on  the  estates  for  five  days  in  the  week,  and  employ  their 

Saturdays  in  cultivating  their  gardens. 

3.  '^  N  ew  institutions ;  as  churches,  schools,  savings*  banks,  b^iefit  societies,  &c.'' — Only  one 
school  has  been  established  in  this  district,  and  that  through  the  influence  and  exertions  of  tbe 
Lord  Bishop  of  Barbados.  The  school  is  well  attended  by  the  children  from  the  surrounding 
estates.    There  are  no  savings*  banks.   .  No  benefit  societies. 

4.  ''  State  and  proq)ects  of  cultivation ;  noticing  the  supply  of  labour  and  the  rate  of  wages, 
the  produce  of  the  last  crop  and  the  promise  of  the  next,  the  weather,  &&** — ^As  renrds  the 
prospects  and  state  of  the  cultivation,  I  regret  to  say  that  they  Imve  been  considerably  impaired 
by  the  almost  unprecedented  continuance  of  dry  weather,  which  has  been  experienced,  without 
intermission,  from  the  month  of  October  last  year  to  the  beginning  of  July  in  the  present  year. 
Owing  principally  to  this  unavoidable  circumstance,  there  was  huxlly  any  possibuity  of  pkmt- 
ing  during  the  months  of  October  and  November  of  1840,  nor  of  establishing  the  spring 
plants  to  any  extent  during  the  early  part  of  this  year.  The  expectations,  therefore,  for  the 
crop  of  184^  cannot  reasonably  be  great,  althoiigh  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  will  exceed  that 
of  the  present  year  by  at  least  20  or  30  hogsheads.  The  sugar  manufactured  in  this  district, 
tbe  smallest  in  the  island,  during  the  crop  months  of  1840,  was,  as  near  as  I  can  ascertain, 
402  hogsheads ;  484  hogsheads  have  been  snipped  as  the  crop  of  the  present  year ;  and  eveii 
.und^  every  disadvantage  of  weather  an  increase,  as  before  stated,  of  20  or  30  hogsheads  may 
be  looked  forward  to  for  the  coming  crop.  On  most  of  the  estates,  and  more  particulavly  on 
those  to  which  I  have  referred  in  my  answer  to  the  first  auery,  there  is  no  want  of  labour ; 
and  had  the  weather  been  at  all  favourable,  large  crops  would  have  been  made. 

I  regret,  however,  that  emigration  to  Trinidad  has  drawn  considerably  on  tbe  supply  of 
labour  upon  one  or  two  of  the  brgest  properties  in  this  district.  It  is  true  that  many  of  the 
emigrants  have  returned,  but  their  constitutions  have  so  materially  suffered  from  the  raeets  ef 
the  change  of  climate,  that  they  seldom  resume  their  work  for  some  months.  The  asietage 
rate  of  wages,  unless  at  task-work,  may  be  quoted  at  1^.  per  diem,  with  a  weekly  allowance 
of  salted  fish,  sufficient  land  for  the  cultivation  of  provisions,  and  the  use  of  a  cottage  rent  free. 
The  weather  at  present  is  most  favourable,  and  the  cultivation  generally  has  assumed  a  very 
vigorous  aj^arance. 

5.  "  Improvements  and  discoveries,  as,  for  instance,  any  new  machine  by  which  lidMxir  is 
saved,  any  improved  method  of  cultivation,  any  new  manufacture,  &c" — The  onlyimprdve. 
ment  which  has  been  introduced  since  the  expiration  of  the  apprenticeslnp,  and  by  wbtob  eoa- 
sideraUe  labour  is  saved,  during  the  months  of  crop,  is  the  establishing  of  railways  on  niany 
of  the  properties  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  refuse  of  the  sround  canes  into  the  sheds 
prepared  for  its  reception,  many  of  which  are  at  a  considerable  aistance  from  the  mill  The 
tram«carts  used  upon  these  railways  are  worked  by  machinery  attached  to  the  water-wheel  of 
the  sugar^mill;  thus  the  wet  magass  is  removed  from  the  mill-room,  the  waggons  returning 
laden  with  the  dried  fuel  for  the  furnaces.  A  saving  of  at  least  three-fifths  of  the  manual  labour 
formerly  required  for  the  above  purposes  is  effected  by  means  of  these  railways.  No  improved 
BMde  of  cukivation  has  as  yet  been  introduoed,  although  the  ptougfa  is  in  operalian  e«  some  of 
the  properties  in  this  district 

.  6.  '^  State  of  intMnal  traffic;  noticing  the  sort  of  goods  which  are  most  in  denMnd.'*-— As 
regards  this  district  there  is  but  Uttle  internal  traffic  of  any  description,  the  contiguity  «f  the 
capital  town  of  the  islaad-  with  most  of  the  estates  affording  every  facility  to  the  labour^^  far 
the  purchase  of  such  goods  as  they  generally  require. 

(Signed)  L.  J.  Walsh,  S.  J.  P. 


No.  3. 
District  op  St.  Mark  and  St.  John. 

Grenada,  September  22, 184L 
Question  1.  ''  General  character  and  condition  of  the  peasantry ;  noticing  any  changes  ob- 
servable, since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship,  in  their  manners,  habits^  or  tastj^s;  in  tbe 
rate  of  mortalitv,  or  in  the  nature  and  frequency  of  offences.'' — I  consider  the  general  dm- 
racter  and  condition  of  the  peasantry  since  the  dissolution  of  tbe  apprenticeship  partisdly  im- 
proved. There  is  a  greater  desire  to  unite  themselves  in  marriage ;  to  add  comforts^such  as 
furniture,  to  their  houses  than  formerly.  They  are  more  civil;  imitate  tbe  mannersy  taate^, 
and  habits  of  their  superiors.  The  mortality  among  them  is  not  so  great  as  in  apprentio^iup<; 
the  mother  has  now  the  opportunity  of  personally  attending  her  child  in  sickness ;  during 
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iqpprenliceahip  the  infimt  was  left  under  the  care  of  an  old  per80n>  called  a  nurse^  while  the       CrRENJJQA. 
mother  was  at  her  compulsory  labour,  and  it  cannot  be  expecMl  the  attention  of  a  stranger  can     '        -^^" 
.be  equal  to  that  of  a  parent.    There  is  litde  alteration  in  the  nature  and  frequency  of  offences, 
for  the  negro  is  still  prone  to  acts  of  petty  theft  and  untruth.     Time  and  education,  I  hope, 
will  amend  this  in  the  next  generation. 

2.  ''Relations  between  the  peasantry  and  the  proprietors;  adverting  especially  to  the  con- 
ditions of  tenancy  on  estates,  to  the  progress  of  the  labourers  in  establishing  themselves  as 
freeholders,  to  the  rising  up  of  new  handets  and  villages,  and  the  effect  which  these  changes 
are  supposed  to  have  upon  the  supply  of  labour  for  the  cultivation  of  the  staple  produce  of  the 
colony.'* — I  believe  on  most  properties  there  exists  a  good  understanding  between  peasant  and 
employer ;  the  latter  finds  it  his  interest  to  be  kind  to  the  former,  if  from  no  other  cause  than 
fear  of  the  labourer  leaving  the  estate ;  bftt  frequent  differences  arise  between  landlord  and 
tmiant,  when  the  latter  ab^nts  himself  from  work.  There  is  no  general  re|[ulation  as  to 
tenancy ;  some  estates  combine  rent  with  labour,  others  charee  for  absence  under  the  head  of 
rent,  and  call  it  an  implied  contract ;  other  managers  give  me  absentee  immediate  notice  to 
leave  the  property  without  charging  any  rent  There  have  been  a  few  new  hamlets  built,  but 
no  new  villa^  formed.  Many  labourers  who  had  left  estates  are  returning  to  them,  others 
emitting  to  Trinidad,  finding  it  difficult  to  establish  themselves  as  freeholders  so  comfortably 
as  mey  anticipated,  from  the  want  of  means.  The  supply  of  labour  for  ihe  cultivation  of  the 
staple  produce  of  the  cdony  is  short ;  and  on  many  properties  it  is  severely  felt 

3.  *'  New  institutions  ;  as  churches,  schools,  savings*  banks,  benefit  societies,  &c.*' — There 
has  been  one  Roman  Catholic  church  established  since  the  dissolution  of  apprenticeship  in  the 
town  of  St  Mark;  others  of  the  same  faith  are  building  in  other  parishes  of  the  colony.  The 
sehools  of  that  religion  are  increasing  and  getting  an  addition  of  scholars ;  this  occasions  a 
falling  off  in  those  of  other  persuasions.  No  savings'  bank  or  benefit  society  have  yet  been 
formed  that  1  know  of. 

4.  '*  Slate  and  prospects  of  cultivation ;  noticing  the  supply  of  labour  and  the  rate  of  wages, 
the  produce  of  the  last  crops  and  the  promise  of  the  next,  the  weather,  &c/' — Prom  all  I  can 
learn,  the  state  and  prospects  of  cultivation  in  the  united  parishes  of  St.  Mark  and  St.  John 
is  much  the  same  as  during  apprenticeship,  although  the  supply  of  labour  has  decreased. 
The  rate  of  wages  generally  given  here  is  4^.  6c{.  sterling  to  first  class  labourer,  3^.  sterling 
to  second  class  fiibourer,  Xhb  same  to  a  mule  boy>  with  two  pounds  of  salt  fish  to  all,  for  five 
days'  work  weekly,  of  nine  hours  each  day.  The  crop  of  last  year  in  this  district  was  an 
increase  upon  that  of  the  previous  year,  and  it  is  expected  the  next  will  be  more  abundant  thao 
the  one  of  this  season,  the  weather  being  more  favourable. 

5.  "  Improvements  and  discoveries ;  as,  for  instance,  any  new  machine  by  which  labour  is 
•saved,  any  improved  method  of  cultivation,  any  new  manufacture,  &c." — In  the  united  parishes 
of  St  Mark  and  St  John  no  new  improvement,  discovery,  or  any  new  machine  by  which 
labour  can  be  saved,  have  been  introduced  to  improve  the  method  of  cultivation.  The  district 
being  very  hilly  and  stony,  the  jdough  even  cannot  be  used ;  therefore  the  old  method  of  using 
the  hoe  is  still  followed.     Neither  luis  any  new  manufacture,  &c.  been  practised. 

6.  '^  State  of  internal  traffic;  noticing  the  sorts  of  goods  which  are  in  most  demand.*'— *The 
internal  traSe  of  this  colony  is  very  Innited.  The  sort  of  goods  most  in  demand  are  Ught 
eottoB  and  linen  for  wearing  apparel,  boots  and  shoes,  also  sudi  provisions  as  will  keep  in 
a  warm  dimate  for  table  use,  wine,  and  ironmongery. 

(Signed)  C.  S.  Fraser,  Stipendiary  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

District  of  St  Mark  and  St  John. 


No.  4. 

District  of  St.  Patrick. 

L  Tha  general  ebarocter  and  condition  of  the  peasantry,  I  consider  to  be  mw^h  vm- 
proved,  contrasting  both  with  what  I  have  ascertained,  firom  minute  inquiry,  to  have  been  a 
general  princi^  during  the  period  of  apprmticeBhip,  their  habits  are  unquestioBably  more 
moral,  and  indualrious,  whidi  as  a  natural  consequence  has  rendered  the  occurrence  of  crime, 
and  its  extent,  oonsideraUy  less,  a  fisd  wluch  the  records  of  the  courts  of  law  in  the  colony 
vrill  fully  establish.  Common  assaults  constitute  their  offences,  which  are  daily  becoming  lees 
frequent,  and  less  ag:gravated ;  the  rate  of  mortality  is  not  half  so  great  as  during  the  days 
of  Slavery  and  apprenticeship. 

2.  In  respect  to  the  relationship  subsisting  between  the  attorneys  and  managers  of  estates, 
and  the  labourers  resident  thereon,  it  might  with  perfect  truth  be  asserted,  that  every  feel- 
ing of  confidence  and  attachment,  (if  at  any  time  subsisting,)  has  now  merged  into  a  general 
system  of  discontent  and  dispatation,  emanating  in  most  cases  that  have  come  witmn  the 
sphere  of  my  observation,  from  the  oppressive  system  practised  and  pursued  in  the  exaction  of 
rent  for  the  cottages,  and  rardens  nominally  allowed  to  the  labourers,  aggravated  as  that  system 
is  by  tile  AKnlities  aflbrded  of  eflfecting  summary  courses  of  ejectment,  an  evil  which,  in  my 
opinion,  has  tended  more  to  produce  emigration  to  the  neighbouring  colony  of  Trinidad,  than 
aay  ether  cause  of  which  I  am  aware. 

The  rent  for  cottages  and  gardens  is  not  regulated  according  to  the  relative  value  of  either, 
-ttor  is  the  number  in  any  iamfly  limited  from  whom  the  amount  for  rent  is  exacted.  The  em- 
.pl^fcvs  strictly  prohibit  the  location  of  freeholders  (labourers)  upon  any  of  the  cultivated 
estates  in  this  paririi. 

3w  ThebranehesoftheColonialandWestIndiabanks,establishedintbetownofStGeorge*s, 
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6K07ADA.      with  Protestaiit  schools  in  the  parishes^  and  two  Roman  Catholic  chnrches  are  the  only  imtifa- 

-**•  tions  which  f  know  to  exist.     The  proprietors  of  the  Morne  and  'Endue,  and  Cnambord 

estates,  have  lately  established  a  school  in  this  parish.     I  have^  however,  to  remark,  tiiat  the 

Qfttomep  and  managers  of  estates,  display  a  lamentable  apathy  as  regards  the  education  of  the 

children  of  the  workinj;  classes. 

4.  The  prospects  of  the  present  cultivation,  and  consequent  production  of  produce  through- 
out this  parish,  are,  as  I  am  informed,  as  favourable  as  heretofore,  upon  those  properties, 
triiere  a  well  regulated  system  exists,  and  is  pursued  in  respect  1o  the  labourers.  The  supply 
of  labour  is  comparatively  short,  (arising  irom  emigration)  the  labourers  of  the  ^rst  cmss 
-receive  4#.  M,  sterling,  together  with  two  pounds  of  sdlt  fish,  valued  at  M.,  for  five  days  of 
continuous  labour,  the  rate  of  wages  (though  low)  would  not  be  complained  of,  had  the  weeUy 
deductions  for  cottages  and  gardens  been  better  regulated,  and  made  payable  at  annual  instead 
of  weekly  periods.  The  crops  of  the  years  1840  and  1841  are,  I  am  informed,  neatly  equal 
in  their  returns,  there  is,  however,  every  probability  that  the  crop  of  next  year  in  this  parish 
will  exceed  the  late  one,  owing  to  the  favourable  weather  and  seasonable  rain?. 

5.  With  the  exception  of  two  boarded  railways,  which  have  been  established  at  Befanont 
and  Mount  Alexander  estates  in  this  parish,  for  the  conveyance  of  magass  from  die  mills  on 
those  properties,  I  am  not  aware  of  any  other  improvement  in  husbandry  which  has  taken 
I^ce  during  my  residence  in  the  island. 

6.  The  principal  source  of  traffic  which  exists  in  Ihe  interior  of  this  island,  appears  to  me 
to  consist  of  a  retail  sale  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  of  cotton  and^linen,  British  manufactured^ 
goods,  effected  cKefly  through  the  medium  of  licensed  hucksters. 

(Signed)  Phiup  Staunton,  &ipaidiary  Magistrate.   . 

Parish  of  St.  Patrick's,  23rd  of  September,  1841. 


No.  5. 

District  OF  St.  Andrew. 

Question  1.  ^'GeneBal  character  and  condition  of  the  peasantry;  noticing  any  charngm 
obaerfable,  sinoe  thediaacdution  of  the  apprentice  system,  in  their  inaaners,  habits,  or  taates, 
in  the  rate  of  mortality,  or  in  the  natuee  or  frequency  of  offences.*^ — ^With  neqpect  to  the 
general  character  and  condition  of  the  peasantry,  I  am  of  opinixm  that  they  eae  not  aaluraUjr 
of  an  iodustrious  disposii^n,  akhoueh  thei?e  are  eertainly  many  exeeptioas  to  be  foiuKL 

This  may  be  aocoanted  for  from  me  iadlity  with  which  they  can  gain  a  livelihood,  as  the 
wages  of  two  days,  ia  addition  to  the  produce  of  his  garden,  will  affi>rd  adequate  safasiatenoo 
to  a  labourer  ibr  the  nest  four  or  five. 

They  naust  eertainly  be  considered  ae  orderly  and  well  behaved  in  their  goaeml  eondaet  and 
deportment. 

Their  condition  in  this  distriet  is  good,  and  tkey  are  generally  wM  treated  by  their 
•mployers,  and  appear  contented,  as  far  as  my  short  restdeaee  here  will  liable  me  to  judge; 
whUst  in  morals,  habits,  and  tastes,  they  appear  to  have  made  rapid  advances  siace  thqr 
became  totally  free.  Offences  of  all  descriptions  have,  as  fitr  as  I  oan  kam»  decreased  ainoe 
that  period,  and  keinsius  crimes  have  been  of  very  rare  occurrence. 

2.  "Helatioas  between  the  peasantry  and  the  proprietors ;  adverting  especially  to  the  condi- 
tion of  tenancy  on  estates,  to  the  progress  of  the  labourers  in  establishing  themselves  as  free- 
holders, to  the  rising  up  of  new  hamlets  and  villages,  and  the  effect  which  these  changes  are 
supposed  to  have  upon  the  supply  of  labour  for  the  cultivation  of  the  .sta^e  produce  of  the 
•colony." — ^There  is  no  regular  system  of  tenancy  in  force  in  this  district.  The  labourer,  when 
at  work  for  his  employer,  receives  in  addition  to  his  daily  wages  a  good  house  and  provision 
.acound,  rent  free ;  bat  when  he  is,  as  is  often  the  ease,  working  his  own  grounds  for.  several 
di^  then  he  is  inquired  to  pay  a  small  rent  (at  the  rate  of  2^.  a*week),  for  the  nso  of  those 
spnoands,  and  the  oeeupatkm  of  his  house.  &buiy  labom'ers  in  this  district  have  booome  Aes* 
aslders,  the  piopitetors  having  sold  to  them  certain  portions  of  land,  which  they  have  imna 
diately  put  into  eukivation,  and  ereeled  a  house  tho'eon,  and  these  have  again  raaumed  their 
wsork  on  due  estates. 

Them  is  oerteinly.anongst  the  whole  bocfy  a  strong  desire  to  beconae  possessed  of  iand. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  hamlets  or  villages  having  sprung  up  in  liHs  oisiflqjBt  oinoe  the  dis* 
solntion  of  apprentioefihip. 

It  will  be  proper  here  to  mention  that  this  dii^ct^has  naoberially  «u£Eerod  as  xeganls  the 
snpply  of  labour  by  the  emigmticm  of  many  of  the  peasantry  to  Trinidad,  ioduoed  partly  hf 
curioMty,  but  chiefly  by  the  very  high  rate  of  wages  the  Ranters  in  that  eahny  hold  out  to 
indnce  an  influx  of  the  labonring  population  from  the  nei^bouraag  colonies. 

3.  ''New  institutions;  as  churches,  schools,  savings  banks,  benefit  soeicties,  &c.'* — ^Tlm 
aahools  under  the  Mico  Qtarity  were  ostablishedTas  I  team)  aioee  the  total  eoumapathm,  and 
they  have  very  lately  been  brought  to  a  dose.  Inere  wr&»  two  in  this  district.  There  ^is  at 
present  a  new  Roman  Catholic  chapel  building;  and^tbe  foundatiini-stone  of  a  -Wealejan 
.du4>el  was  hid  a.  few  days  ago.  There  am  no  banks  oi  any  descriptioa  in.the  distnct,  or 
benefit  societies,  &c. 

4.  ''State  and  pnospeots  of  cultivation;  notidng  the  SK^fi^y  of  labournod  thersteof  wofes, 
the  produce  of  the  last  crop  and  the  promise  of  the  next,  the  weather,  8o6m''-^Tke  oultmtian 
faasinqproved  (I  bdieve),  thenghlessoxtonaive  flanfbniHrly^inconmqneaeeot  theintroduc- 
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tiMrOf  tke  ploughs  wh«re  practieaUe^  axul  enriohiiig  the  soil  by  the  applioatkm  of  manim.       QBBNAMi 
Tbere  is  not  adequate  supply  of  lab«ttr>  in  oonsequenoei  of  the  emigration  before  mentiooed.  ^"^^ 

TThe  produce  of  the  last  crop  in  this  district  cannot  be  stated  with  any  accuracy  until  January, 
1842^  the  period  of  the  year  at  which  the  retums>  shewing  the  aoKiunt  of  the  previous  orcf,  is 
sent  into  tne  public  treasurer's  office.  From  all  I  can  gather  by  inquiry^  1  shot^ld  say  that  it 
oertainly  exceeded  1500  hogsheads  of  sv^ar»  &a 

The  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  have  been  somemrhat  improved  by  the  late  very  nenpannhU 
weather^  but,  from  the  prevkms  extraordinary  drought  (for  a  period  of  ten  months),  I  ^am 
afraid  a. very  uifling  impfovement,  if  any,  can  be  locked  for. 

5.  "  Improvements  and  discoveries ;  aa»  fi>r  instanceiy  any  new.  madiiue  by  whieh  Idbour  is 
sBved^.any  improved  method  of  cultivation,  any  new  manufiieture.*" — ^The  only  improvementa 
in  the  shape  of  machinery,  in  this  district,  that  I  haveaeen,  are  wooden  railroads^  on  some  of 
the  projpertieS)  for  the  conveyance  of  the  magass  from  the  mill  to  the  magassJiouse,  wherel^ 
tfaa  savmg  of  the  work  of  at  least  six  or  seven  individuals  is  obtained.  A  very  superior  one  ot 
iron  is  now  erecting  on  the  Paradise  estate.  No  introduction  of  any  new  manufacture  ha^^  ta 
my  koonvledge^  taken  place. 

6.  "Stale  of  internal  traffic;  noticing  the  sort  of  goods  which  are  in  moul  demand.** — ^The 
state  of  internal  traffic  is  not,  I  am  informed  (for  I  cannot  pretend  to  give  a  decided  answer 
from  my  own  observation,  in  consequence  of  my  short  residence  hero),  so  flourishing  as  for- 
maAj,  and  that,  since  the  dissolution  of  apprenticeship,  the  introduotioB  of  dry  goods  has  be€tt 
€£  a  less  fine,  but  more  useful  deeoripiion. 

Articles  of  consumption  have  been  in  greater  demand  than  previous  to  that  period. 

(Signed)  E.  L.  DARLiifo,  Stipendiary  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

November  1,  1841. 

Na6. 

District  op  Carriacou. 

Queitian  1 .  ''  General  character  and  condition  of  the  peasantry ;  noticing  any  changes  observ- 
able since  the  dissolution  of  the  apprenticeship  in  their  manner^  habits,  or  tastes — in  the  rate  of 
mortality,  or  in  the  nature  and  frequency  of  offences.** — They  are  industriously  disposed,  will 
labour  willingly  for  a  fair  remuneration,  have  a  natural  desire  of  providing  for  their  families, 
and  will  take  their  labour  to  the  best  market ;  are  scarcely  ever  idle,  and  are  to  be  seen  working 
in  their  own  grounds,  or  elsewhere,  so  soon  as  their  tasks  on  the  properties  on  i^ch  they  are 
located  are' finished;  are  strongly  attached  to  their  native  country,  and  evince  a  laudable  dis- 
position to  cultivate  domestic  happiness,  and  imitate  the  example  of  their  more  respectable  and 
virtuous  employers  in  the  exercise  of  honourable  actions ;  and  the  desire  to  have  improved 
their  intellectual  condition  is  gratifying;.  They  are  fully  sensible  of  the  respectability  and 
purity  of  the  marriage  state,  and  few  there  are  who  do  not  enter  it  and  conduct  themselves 
creditably  afterwards.  They  are  regular  in  their  attendance  at  Divine  worship,  and  serious  in 
their  demeanour  while  there ;  they  are  eager  for  mental  improvement^  and  are  far  from  being 
duU.  Their  attention  is  more  directed  now  than  formerly  to  household  ftimiture  and  other 
domestic  comforts.  They  evince  much  respect  for  the  laws  and  constituted  authorities,  where 
such  authorities  do  not  show  any  of  the  disposition  of  the  olden  times  of  slavery,  and  the  not 
much  better  ones  of  the  apprenticeship  ;  they  have  the  greatest  aversion  to  all  whose  conduct 
towards  them  reminds  them  of  the  suffering  they  have  endured,  and  place  no  confidence  in  the 
local  magistracy.  The  mortality  is  considerably  less  than  in  the  days  of  slavery ;  the  offences 
committed  by  them  are  very  few^  and  these  are  merely  petty  assaults  and  trifling  thefts ;  and  I 
am  persuaded  these  offences  will  seldom  occur,  as  tbeir  moral  and  intellectual  condition  is 
improved  by  a  proper  system  of  education,  and  the  good  example  of  their  more  fortunate  and 
enlightened  fellow  citizens. 

2.  "  Relations  between  the  peasantry  and  the  proprietors ;  adverting  especially  to  the  conditions 
of  tenancy  on  estates,  to  the  progress  of  the  labourers  in  establishing  themselves  as  freeholders, 
to  the  rismg  up  of  new  hamlets  and  villages,  and  the  effect  which  these  changes  are  supposed 
to  have  upon  tne  supply  of  labour  for  the  cultivation  of  the  staple  produce  of  the  cdony." — In 
this  island  effect  labourers  get  7 Id.  for  their  daily  task,  which  is  generally  performed  in  four  or 
five  hours.  They  have  the  occupancy  of  a  thatched  cottage  in  consideration  of  part  wa^, 
with  a  small  portion  of  inferior  land  of  the  property  for  provision  ground,  and  have  no  other 
jnivilege.  Though  the  cottage  is  held  on  such  conaition,  they  are  almost  invariably  compelled 
to  put  it  in  tenantable  order  themselves.  They  complain  of  not  receiving  their  wages  for,  very 
oft^,  six  or  eight  weeks  after  they  become  due.  They  are  satisfied  with  an  employer  whose 
language  and  actions  tend  to  convince  them  of  a  desire  to  consult  their  happiness.  They  are 
very  anxious  to  invest  their  means  in  such  portions  of  land  as  they  are  able  to  buy,  having  great 
satisfaction  in  the  idea  and  reflection  of  securing  a  home  for  their  &milies ;  but  very  few 
attorneys  and  proprietors  are  disposed  to  sell  to  them,  from  an  apprehension  of  their  being  too 
independent  to  woik  for  the  estates.  To  say  nothing  of  this  check  to  honest  exertion, — ^to  the 
raising  of  a  happy  peasantry,  attached  to  the  soU,  and  having  an  interest  in  its  general  pros- 

E^rity, — ^there  would  be  little  or  no  ground  for  such  apprehension  if  a  conciliatory  and  an 
nglish  spirit  were  plainly  and  undisguisedly  shown  by  the  employer  to  the  labourer, — if  all 
suspicion  and  distrust^  on  the  part  of  the  latter^  were  removed. 

3.  *'  New  institutions ;  as  churches,  schods,  saving'  banks,  benefit  societies,  &c.'' — In  this 
bknd  there  is  but  one  established  church.  The  minister  is  of  very  reputable  character^  but  the 
labourers  are  in  lamentable  darkness  as  to  vital,  soul-saving  religion, — its  knowledge,  its  power 
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GRENADA.       and  never-failing  effects.    There  is  one  colonial  day-tschool^  and  there  are  no  savings*  banks 
"~~*  nor  benefit  societies ;  the  want  of  which  latter  institutions,  conjointly  with  more  extensive  means 

of  mental  cultivation>  is  much  to  be  deplored  in  any  community^  but  especially  as  it  r^peurds 
the  newly-emancipated  class  in  our  West  Indian  colonies. 

4*  ''  State  and  prospects  of  cultivation ;  noticing  the  supply  of  labour  and  the  rate  of  wages, 
the  produce  of  the  last  crop  and  the  promise  of  the  next^  the  weather^  ftc.**— The  cultivation 
here  is  neither  advanced  nor  advancing;  it  is  far  from  being  properly  attended  to,  and  made 
a  science  of^  with  anything  like  a  taste  for  it.  In  this  particular  everything  is  done  slovenly. 
From  the  wages  being  much  lower  than  in  Trinidad  and  Saint  Vincent;  the  estates  here  have 
lost  many  of  their  labourers^  who  have  emigrated  there  in  the  prospect  of  doing  better.  The 
last  crop  of  sugar  was  considerably  less  tlian  many  preceding  ones,  and  from  the  severe 
drought  of  this  year,  of  no  less  than  dght  months'  continuance,  the  ensuing  one  will  still  be 
less.  Several  estates  will  make  no  sugar  at  alL  For  the  last  four  or  five  weeks  the  island 
has  been  favoured  with  fine  showers,  but  it  is  said  they  have  come  too  late  for  the  crop  of  next 

5.  "  Improvements  and  discoveries ;  as  for  instance,  any  new  machine  by  which  labour  is 
saved,  any  improved  method  of  cultivating,  any  new  manufactures,  &c.'  — In  this  island 
nothing  of  the  kind. 

6.  ''  State  of  internal  traffic ;  noticing  the  sort  of  goods  which  are  in  most  demand" — ^The 
merchants  and  shopkeepers  complain  of  the  dulness  of  the  times.  The  labourers  principally 
purchase  salt-fish,  pork,  salt,  corn-meal,  and  rice ;  and  of  dry  goods,  good  check  for  shir^ig 
for  everyday  use,  middling  quality  linen,  calico,  osnabur^h,  and  a  coarse,  thick,  blue  cloth, 
called  Peniston.  The  females  are  fond  of  show,  and  will  buy  anything  gay  in  th^  way  they 
can  afibrd ;  but  prints  of  pretty  and  lively  pattern,  and  headkerdiiefs  for  turbans  they  chiefly 
seek.  The  labourers  are  very  attentive  to  their  dress  on  Sundays;  the  majority  of  them 
wearing  their  shoes  and  stockings;  and  the  men;  who  are  emulous  of  respectability  of  appear- 
ance, will  have  their  good  surtouts  and  coats,  espedally  those  who  have  earned  a  few  dollars 
in  Trinidal  and  those  colonies  where  the. wages  are  much  higher  than  in  others. 

(Signed)  Nathaniel  Roach,  Stipendiary  Magistrate, 

Carriaoou,  October  24, 1841. 
His  Excellency  Colonel  C.  J.  Doyle,  Lieutenant-Governor, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


London :  Printed  by  W.  Clowes  and  Sons.  Stamford  Street, 
For  Her  Majesty's  Stationt^ry  Office. 
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